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PREFACE.

THE author of the follonving Diiscourse composed it with-
aut any view fto s publzc«ztmn —A polzte request made by
some of the members of the Counsistory in the Longregation
of Catshall, zmmedzr'zell/ subsequent to the dc’uer", prewzl
ed svith him to send it out into the world. Without any ma-
terial alteration of the senlunents, zt is published as it was
 delivered.  The person, who o<+ +4 in the translation, sug-
gested the disadvantas. = i nfhiciz tize nwork would appear, zf
atlempted to be eluticd in an English dress. The author
has no dificulty in admitting that the peculiar phraseology
of the Dutck l(ln”'ll{lﬂ'f may have occasioned unavoidable
inelezancies of st;le, n:lnch he hopes a generous public mill
overlook. The n orA as non translated, is commiited to the

blessing of Cod and the prayers of the pious.
PETRUS VAN VLIERDEN.
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A SERMON, &ec.

LUKE 111, 9.

And non, also, the axe 1s latd unto the root of the irees :
every tree, therefore, mwhich bringeth not forth good /mzt
is hewn domn aad castinto the jire.

Perovep BRETHREN,

A““\EWBLED (25 we trust) in the pame
and fear of God, in deep huniniliation, and with sentiments
of soul adapted to this solemn occasion, Grace be to you
and peace be muiiiplicd.

In the preceding part of the chapter from which our
text iz taken, L uke the Evangclist gives us a description
of Jobn the Baptist, who, in his public ministrations, was
the forerunner of the Messiab. Fir st, he informs us when
and in what manner the Prophet was divinely ealled and
set apart in the wilderness. and then describes the particu-
lar service he was called to perform: It consisted «in
preaching the baptism of repentance for the reliission of
sins.” 'T'his was the proper characteristic of the forerun-
ner of the Messiah. It corresponded with the prediction
recotded in the fortieth chapter of Isaiah, which, as it re-
ceived its completion in John the Baptist, is here quoted
by the Evangelist.

He further confirms what he had said cone erning John
tbe Baptist by the spint and manner of Lis preaching.
His discourseg were delivered by way of exhertation and
admonition. And how faithfully doth he administer re-
proof! Hereprimandsthe Jews for their filiv in flattering
themselves that their “ external privileges™ would exempt
them from threatened wrath, How powerfully doth be en-
force his exhortation! He declares the nearness and cer-
iairty of aterrible judgment, which (without true repen-
tance on theiwr part) would overwhelm them with complete

destruction: “ and pow. also, the axe islaid unto the roots
of the tyee. &v.
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The expression of the text is metaphorical. It is bor-
rowed from the manner in which fruitless trees of the
vinevard are rooted out and cast into the fire. It repre-
sents the near appx ach of those terrible judgments, by
which the Almighty would speedily bring on the wicked
and ungrateful Jews a total and remediless ruin. Thie
destruction was denounced by John the Baptist, for the
purpnse of impressing upon the iinds of the multitude his
earnest exhoriation toa speedv refcrmation.

T'he suitableness of the subject to the preseni occasion
will appear, if, in the first place, we illustrate the literal
sense of the words; and, secondly, investigate the immpor-
tant matter contained in them.

1. The literal sensc of the passage requires but little
illustration. We know the dresser of a vinevard con.
demms the tree which, notwithetanding all hislabor and the
application of his fostering hands, uules':lv cumbereth the
ground. He demands its extirpation. He preconcerts
the necessary means. His axe, the necessary tool to effect
his design, he places at its root.  The earth which conceals
its root he carefully removes. The moment of extirpation
draweth: near. e hesitates not, but by vigorous strokes
of hisheavy instrument, he cuts the roots in sunder. The
result is, the tree is deprived of its support, removed from
its place, and doomcd to the fire, as the award of unfruit-
fu]nebp.

2. Having thus attended to the literal sense of the pas-
sage, we preceed to investigate the important matter it con-
tains. And here we premise, that the Jewish nation, in
their ecclesiastical and political state, are often compared
to a vinevard. < My weil-beloved hath a vineyvard ina
Very fruitful hill, and he fenced it, and gathered out the
stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and
built a towerin the midst of 1, and also made a wine-press
therein—The vinevard of the Lord of Hosts is the house
of Israel, and the men of Judah his nleasant plzmt ” (Isa.
v.) Godisthe Lord or pmpnotm th.ereof, who in his con-
duct with mankind resembles the master of a vineyard.
Thos: who abuse his mercies, by their unfruitfvl and un-
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grateful lives, he condemns and extirpates. This awful
p1 ocedure of the Almighty in the vinevard of Israel, the
precursor of Jesus announces to the people, saylng, “ the
axe 18 laid unto tlie root of the trees.”

Let it also be previously observed, that the Almightyv, as
a good and faitl.ful master, had furnished his vineyard,
(thie nation of the Jews) with whatever was necessary and
useful to render it productive. Nevertheless, there were
barren trees, which (seeing they were not worthy to occu-
py their place) he righteously concludes to fell and cast
into the fire. And as his purposes ar< unchangeable, and
cannot fail of execution, the Jewish nation are apprized,
by the voice of the Prophet, that the preparatory mea-
sures were already taken {o carry into certain effect the
firm decree. This decree of certain desolation and ruin,
which was already passed in heaven, and wkich the ingra-
titude of the nation had provoked, the Prophet expresses
by the language of the text.

Trees, in the language of inspiration, are emblen:s of
men; palthUlal]y those who excell in power and respec-
tability ; under the protection of whese name and author-
ity, as undez the shadow of extended trees, those of in‘e-
rior rank and fortune retreat with safety. The godly
man 1s, by the Psalmist, compared to “ a tree p}an ed by
the rivers of water that bringing forth his fruit in kLis sea-
sen, his leaf '1150 shall not w 1the1 and whatsoever he doth
st.all prosper.” “ His branches chall spread,” saith the
Prophet Hosea, < and his beauty shail be as the olive tree,
and hlS smell as Lebanon.—They that dwell under his sha-
dow shall return. They shall revive as the corn and grow
as the vine.” (Hosea xiv. 7.;

Wherefore, “ these trecs” must be viewed as emblema-
tical of the Jewish prople, and especially of the most res-
pectable and powerful among them, who managed their
religious and political coencerns.  Truly, tbev CWere as
trees ph*lted by God’s own hands on Canaan’s < faithful
hills.”  From a small and conte\mphbl(' beginning, as ten-
der plants, they were reared up into trees “Whose aspiring:
tops were enciicled by the clouds. By innumerabite tles
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sings, favors and privileges, they became a great and res-
pectable nation.

By the “ root of the trees,” we underst nd the foun-
dation on which they stand, and the sources from wkich
they derive their strengtl, fiimness and growth. Here it
must be einblematical of whatever contributed to the sup-
port and prosperity of the Jewish church and common-
wealth. We refer to their w orship with all its ceremo.
nial rites asthey were observed in the teinple, and to their
precious political institutions, established in cenformity to
divine :njunction. To these the Prophet Isaiah seems to
allude, when e says, (chap. v. 24) “ Their root shall be as
rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust, because
ihev have cast away the law of the Lord of hosts, and

despis-d the word of the Holy one of Israel.” In fact,
the city and teinplie of Jerusalem, their religious worship,
and the ivine presence and qupermtendqnce formed the
very basis of their national existence. As long as these
were preserved they were “a peculiar people.” These
were the “ roois on wlich all their prosperity and strength,
their beauty and their glory, rested. On t} ese depended
their safety and their danger, even as tl:e standing or fall-
ing of a tree is attribuiable to the preservation or destruc-
tion of its roots. And surely, it argues nutling favorable
to the Jewizh church or political eshbhshment when we
are tauzht, thet < unto the root of the tree .L:c axe is al-
ready Jaid.”

The axe is an insirument the use of which may be tra-
ced to remote wntiquily. It served for pruning, felling
and extirpating trees. Once it-was the armor of scldiers.
Kings, also, were armed by it, instead of the s (‘E’pt]P
Among the Romaus, the wilitary axe was mn use, wlich
was enclosed ina mm of twigs, and was an emblem of the
nighest authority, imvfmc it may liere be considered
as emblemdv(m of secuiar powes, cppﬂinted to punish
infractions of iLe invw; and indeet of any instruments of
desolation of whatever kind.  Fecularpower is often, like
llus weapon of destruction, an wstrument in the Almigh-

s hand of intlicting Lis vengeance un a sinful nation.
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Ul s evonapiied in e King of Aszyria, {o whom wa
canssered the very name of that des tructive \’seapon of
Wi W0 Qp(\d’a:. e was the “axe which boasted itself
avainst Lim who hewed therewith.” (Isa. x.15) But
i:at Instrament of desolation which 15 spoken of in the
text, r(:pwcents particularly the Roman empire, to whick,
in future, the Jewish nation should be ('()lnpe}‘cd to bow.
is the axe a weapon whose eflicacy depends on the ac-
tion of adiving agent? In the L and of God the empiic of

Rome was the axe of bis vengeance to inflict on the

b

s OV -
ish nation the judgment threatened.  Does the instrument
cerve to clear and root out? 1t was the purpose of God to
cnmloy the Roman people to subvert the commonwealth
of the Jews , to extermmnatle fruitiess professors of reli-
omn, and thuc to purifv t the vinevard ot his church.,  Is it

poumtul weapon, by which may be inflicted the miost
tremendous strokes? It is a representation of those tre-
mendous judgments whch God would bii ing upon the Jews,
by the imperial power of Rome, the dreadful instrument
of his anger.

And im the accomplishment of this terrible purpose,
tlie neces:ary arvangen:ents were e already made. <« Now
n ¢ axe is laid unto the root.” Helebv is signified, that

e total subversion of the Jewish government would be
peedﬂv effected. Antecedently toﬂm the Almighty had
tndeed Pmp}m ed his instruments to prune and to drcss the
irees of his vinevard, and to lop off the luxuriont and
truitless boughs. By the plc‘mhmn of his prophets; by
vaeans of the mwiwm of Babylon; bv tieinstr umentali-
iv of Anfm(hhs Spiphanes, and of Herod 1l e Edomite,
Ciod had oceasionally pron mi{*d their religious and politi-
cal puritv. But uow, another < axe was taid unto the root
of the tree"—the last and falal eroke was now to he in-
flicted. The empire of Home was to rise up against that
people, and sap hm very foundations of their republic.
Grod wonld certainly deprive them of ther eily and tem-
pie, ther rveligious worship and pohitical power—ile
would desir i\ sl the enurees of their national strengih atd
Sorv. The root of their political tree was already un-

™
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covercd—hen aty and Lempic weie ¢ \p(wd to thic as
suiits of e Reans, In i‘( perzon of Dilate, the Ho-
FIREY 'rm(mm, they Lad a clear indication that their liber-
v and salety were coming to a period.  Nevertheless, hy
GOTSeVerIng IR niquily and unfruitful cenversation, ithey
vere ripening more and mmore {or ruin.

[t mmust farther be oiserved, that in the text there is
»very emsphatical expreszion, which strongly denotes Loth
ihe nearness and the certainiy of that treinendous judement.
:od was prepared to bring the affawrs of that people to a
“ull and compicte {exmination, to destrov both “ root and
Lranch,” {according to Malachi iv. 1.) and to cut off’ their
p" csts, =eribesand rulers. Thesze the Prophet had in view
when hie sard (Malii 12) the Lord will cut oft “ tlie mas-
fy and e scholar, out of the tubernacles of Jacob, and
Cim that oflerelh an ofiering unto the Lord of Hosts”
“he time approaclicd, when «the Lord should cut off
three ~izel_.l,ex(x: in one mwonth, because his soul loathed
them, and their soul abLorred him. (Zach. xi1. §) The
iime of uiter desolation was indecd nwl‘. Already the
ration experienced the beginning of sorrows. W here was
rlory of their commoneallli They were already
tc..ls to the Roman empire, subjurated under her
_‘~..'i')§{\., and s-\zn,e(dd to her lawe,  Tlie great Sanhedrim,

I suprenie cou n('n of the nation, was litile more than a
ot Jzzif»}nff carcase! And what was thie condition of their
clureh ? In conseauence of the contiguous position of the
#oman castle, the Lolv temple was already at the mercy
«f the Romans; the pm~th robe was at their disposal ;

they sold the sacredotal Cignity according to their pleasure.

{lie approach of aw ful desolaticn was as certain as it
was near.  1his 1lea scems also to Le conveyed by the
p‘},““"!(mx of the passage. In tie seventh verse pre-
ceding, the Bapiist i ad denounced tie Almial) {yv's wrati.
Bat how great the vanity of that devoted nation, 1o pre-
dicate the faintest hepe of deliverance on the considera-
tien that they Fad Abvabam {or ther father!: This, bow-
cver, as appears from the ciclith verse, was the high prere:
cative of winch they hoaeted, "TIhe Proplet, {herefore.

e

o

-:tq

ine
3
HRHE

H



~,

11

declares. not only that this external priviiege would prove
unavailing, but evep that thewr overthrow was a point al-
ready de termined. The axe was alre: wdv placed at the
root of the tree, in order, with dreadful violence, to bring
it pros:rate on the ground.

Botli the pearness and the certainty of the approact:-
g calamity are surther confirmed by the expression of the
Japtist.  i:e speaks not in the future tense, but i the
present ; (not that thie axe shall be laid) <1t 15 laid,” Jaia
already unto the root of the tree.  Already an angry God,
intue execution of ks pUrpose, was poir ing out hs wrati:.
It was, therelore, extremc!y neceszary to thc vigiiant am
cautious, I order, by sine ve reformation, and a fruitfui
sehavior, 1o aveirt the fatal stroke of heaven’s indi ignation.
God was miinitely vichteous. s iudffmeniq were extort
ed from hnn ln the bose uniruittulness, ingretitude and
nanifold iniquitics of that devoted nation.—T'he greal
P.ord of the viievard said, “cut it down, why cumberet:
it the ground.”  Sfili, Jesus, the con lnc«.nnate Savion,
could intercede and sav, * Lm let 1t alone this vearalss,
il 1 shall dig about it, and dun(r it: and if it bear fruiy,
well o and 1f not then, aficr u,at 1Lou <halt cut 1t duwn,
(Luke xiii. 8). Repentance and 1'ef0rmati(m miglt stiil ep-
sure deliverance.  Without these, 19 escape was mnpossi-
Lic: for, saith the Baptist, “cvery tree ﬂml bnmfrm honot
torth good fruit 1s hewn down and cast into the five.”

With respect to this last proposition, we would remark,
that an external profession of Chinstianity, however neces-
sary and useful, was by no means deeised sufficient. Of-
ten it resembles the withered leaves, whiich before thie
seazon of frun, fall to the carth. - Newthier would fair prg
nises suffice. They are hke the beautilul blossonss,
which, not unfreque nd\ vittiont producing any fruit, or
ANSWErIng our c\pt(‘almus, fade and wither, dnd term:
nale in n m”lt It 1s “good fruit” which the master ot
the viney ard de mands; fruit of real escellence, meet i
divine acceptance. .H‘.- its vesential properties it must be
distinguished, not onlv fiem the vile, the Intter, the de-
generote: byt a'so fom the deecitinl sort, which isappa-
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replly, but not reaily, goed. The form of godilnessis ¢4
ten possessed, while “the power of it is denicd.  Jol o ihe
Baplist explains the gocd and necessary fn..i He sovs
“oring forth fruit meet for repentance.”  [Not the fiui
W huh may be suppased to pr ecederepentance, anfl repder
the sinner woithy to receive cony erting erace; rut it
which is the evidence and DeCessary Conscauence of -
cere repentance, which Coxrmponu: with the satuie and
the un«pf‘al;eable worth of that divine g1't.  “1kat which
15 here required, is an indiscri:ninate matl.mu and avouding
of all unr,ghteousnecq, gncere faith in the Lord Jesus, a5
the only Saviour, in contemnt of every other; evavgeiical
affection for God in Christ, accampanied mlh a relish for
all rnighteousnesy, true holiness and Lumbie t.-&rqulm s.

Whoscever bringeth not forth such fruit; who fails to
persevere in conslant and reiterated exeitions to promcts
his Master’s glory ; whese heart is not delight{fully engaged
in this blessed work ; who does not with a velunta Y mind
employ all his slull in order to he “ filled with ti:e fruits
of 110hteousne=s, which are, bv Jesus Christ, to the gicry
and praise of God; (PLil. 1. 11) Lut, on the conirary, feads
a pernicious life, b} devoting bimsclf to the pleamros of
sin, and the gtatmmtum of the flesh, must abide ihe indig-
nation which is here expressed, he shall he cut down and
cast mnto the fire.”

As the tree which is “ rooted out” 1s removed entively
from its place, rebbed of is vital juice, and consequently
Lecomes withered and hard : So the cajaimitics with wisich

the Jewish naticn are here threatened are most scxious and
ajarining.  That people shail be tevn from their feunda-
tion, ai «d driven from the blessed ((m,mx v 6f Carazn,
T hezr habitation shall be wasted, and th , shall be seatter-
ed ameng the heathen. 'This corresponds with ihe divine
tircatening recorded in Deut. xxx1.. 26: “1 said T weuld
scatter them into corners, I would make the remembrance
of them to cease among men.” The Pealmist appeared to
acquiesce in this rwhteous determination of heaven, when
Le said (Ps. Ixix. 28) « let them he blotted out of ‘hc book
oi'the livine. and not Lo written with herigbtecns” They
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weie 1 fe deprived of all their « pgcul ar blessings” and
prerogal, e, and « spose d o wretchedness, to famine, and
oibier evils innumerabie. Thew kingdom was to be taken
Away ari l civen unio others; and, which 1s the most deplo-
.1!,1* of ali, they were, in the just judgment of Ged, to be
viveh U o an dnconmon hardness and impenitence of
!Uot The eapression i the text cerfainly conveys the
ifea of vislence 5 and what can it represent but the power
m the Divine anger, by which the work of destruction

o] be carried o, ﬂv(,ﬂiouffht whercof was sufficient
to 11 the mand with Lorvor.

The univuitivl tree is not only “ cut down,”” but “ cast
inio tie fire”  Without interruption, or restoraticn, itis
utterfv consumed.—3 hat can thisdenote, but atotal and

most terrible ﬁ(-m‘mwn’ T'le fire of God’s wrath iscon-
s ,zcunus i all s desolating judgments.—It was displayed
| v that elemental fire wh ich was destined (o consume Na-

'=band . },s!m, Sodom and Gomorrah ; and 1t was in con-
scaucnce of Liis burning wrath that the fire of war was at
be- mm to L Kinrtled by "the Romans in the midst of Judea.
Fhe expression farther depotes the fire of infernal punish-
ment, wk ‘( hwas io consum:nate thedestruction of the impe-
nitent and unbelieving Jews., That, through the bound!ess
("z,aht n ';, cternity, shall, withou ‘Linterrtlptlon, countinue to
L.un, and vt witl never annihilate. Why 1s “ fire” cho-
sty e mww ti:c calamity which threatened the Jews?
‘-"':14 not ﬂ ¢ metaphor intended to signifyv that the most
iiteleralic mizery, 1he nost G\(IL(I'ltln(" terrors and tor-
el avaiie d thiem! terments similar to thoce of elemen-

1l fire ff And what can he meant by their being “ cast in-

m the five,” but their actual cuffering, their d(:(mt into
the burping abyss, without the privilelege of having
“Abrahain for ther father,” and without the hope of res-
toration or relief!

Fhe threatenlng under condideration extends to < eve-
v trec which b nnfmth not forth good fruit.”  This is ar
Pvid("l(‘“ that God is po '(Cn“(ﬂl of persons. e '1qu
no dificrence het: veer the siall and the orcat, the b w}. and
the Tow, e vinevard of Janel, ].‘( R IR
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ity i?m fubis of i norfect sustice, fie d leteraamed to 2s-
sirn a “11(’1 sriten of n'mi eent o that anprofitalilc

O
and un:‘miffr‘: nalion.

The wremendous judsment, denounced aginst every vis
fruitful iree, is the subleet of an feren.e dm\\n fromn:
what was said noa fonuer ause of the verse. The v
mg of the ase unto {he rooi of the tree, was a prelude, o
plep"uab v osten, on which the terrible calaunty must vy
quesnr;mblv follew, I was not in vain that the axe wus
placed at thevent. God wasnot trifling with that unfruit-
ful and unerateful pation, when ke threatened them.—Ne-
vertheless, the threatenmg waz confined to the hmﬂ( 3
tree. Frem this we may infer, that the frwit{ul oe shait b -
preserved in the constant fruition of its bencfifs and pr;\’s-
leges; nay, that the Larren tree (aficrwards bringing feiti;
frmt\mav vet be exempted from Burning, theugh the axe
be a]l‘f’a(!\ p} ced at s root.

John the Baptist could not possibly bave enforced Lis

L)

exhortation to a speedy repentance il nore cnergy er
success, than by vrging the consideration contained T the
text.

Finally, i demends our netice, how remarkably the

prediction contained in the passage bas been folfiic d! Xo

person who is versed in the histor v of the Jews, will aeny
that the dreadful judements with which the nation were
threatened, Lave b( en fu Hy irflicted—Joseplius, who was

an eve witness of ithe calamities which Lefell the Jeows, and
and whosze ¢credit csan Listorian is oo nmuh\ arlnowicde.

I
e, eslablizhes the belief thut in Ins dov the last falad
siroke of Bivine vengeance waz mflicted v the b
Rome on the Jewish church .‘.1(! conmnenwealth. Fhe
tree was cut down apd cast o the five without voot or
branch remaining.  Jerusalem, the wetvopoiis of thar
country, were thejr ¢ivil concerns were transacted, and
their tempie were their redeicns worsmp was conducted,
were given up o desolation aid burning. The mest Lor-

rible scenes of murder and de<truction ] um; led there.—
Acoerdime 1o the caleutation o e Tevich actorinn, the
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pinber cat ofi by violent deathis must have excecded ele-
ven bundrea thousind souls. It 15 not surprising, there-
fore, that he deseribes thie seences of mxmgc and deatiuc—
tion, by declanmg, timt the strects oi tie city, onaccount
of the deed bodics, were impassable; that l.unan blood

ifowed ~-:.{’:z abundance, that in inany pia(‘.cs it quench-
cid the violence of the firo—firc and bleod ex Igaging (as it

wore s in confticd with (-:-('n oihicr,

in conscauence of ihis desolation, the remnant of the
sation, until the pre=ent day, are scattered over all the
carth,. Asexilis, they wander abroad o strange and dis-
ol Tands —They Lave Lecome an “astonishiment and a
proverh, and a Lye-word ameng the nations.”  “They
i1l abide witheut a ki my, aml without a prince, and with-
aut a sacrifice, and v ithout an unage, and without an epo-
od, and without a scraphinn”  Nevertheless, this divine
premise rests upon the pation: “they shall return and seek
the Lord tlicir God, and avid their king ; and shall fear
the Lord and bis goodness in the laifer das " (Hosea 1. 5.)

\; ¢ would now address you by way of i inprovement.—
Contamplate, Lrethron, the inouniol situatien of the Jews,
on wiom tie Almichty G ,.d;:;‘-d to inflict Lis righicous
judsments; whose vinevaid Le Latly accordingly destroy-
ed ; and w hose civil and reizeious wnstitutions be bath level-
lodwith the dest, avtlie s \t .ush.d of their frustless con-
versatien and base mgratitude.  If we enter the American
vinevard, and ca xi our (‘}C over the United States, we
wiil trace a resemblauee botweon them and ancient Israel)
,vuus(u“ wly with respect 1o thewr original nsienificance
and ther subsequent i spectabitily and wmtmc« Hov
centemptible was the vinevard of ,‘,N rica at the first set-
tlemient {Lereol ! How small were iis beginnings! Was it
ot o wind and frackicos wildermess, “w sithout form and
voud )" covired with rock s, Lills ulnl W COUS INPervions!
pessersed by asrace of Leings, rude, barbarous and uncul-

’J’
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ivated s the covntiy tioyv inhabited! We niean the
pative fribes, o (()Iuv . nie «lrapgcers o all the arts and
atiis (.:f cvilrntion. o publics difices for the adminic-
ety of posdiee s nodanih g consecrated fo the wrship
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of God; no re cular systems of jurisprudence ; no ratici-

al forms of u?lwxous \\mdnp, nor christian schoois, nor
any institutions ofa sumilar description, were visible among
thesn.  Who could have mhup‘ued the conversion of this
wild ar:d uncultivated wilderncss into 2 vinevard, 1n which
the Lord of hosts would take delight?  MMust it not have
been more natural to supposc, that it would remain the
“ Fabitation of dragons, the hold of c¢very foul and de-
vouring beazt.” But the time was born, when, with res-
pect fo this wild w 1ldemew, God would fulfil the predic-
tion recorded in feaiah {ci. xxxii. 13, 16) “ the wilderness
shall be a fruitful field, and righteousness shall dwell in the
wilderness.” For the conversion of these wild regionsin-
to a fruitful field, he employed very feebie instruments,
that, “the escellency oi the power micht belong unto
him.” These instruments were men taken from distant
lands, where the habits of civiiized life, and the mstitutions
of christianity prevailed. We refer particularly to Hol-
land and Germany. Poor feeble men, without rank or
riches' Such were the first emigrants. They were desti-
ned i narrow and contem )ﬁb]e habitations.  They lived
in hut: and tents, < the ]aboz of an hour.” Thev resided
among the rude barbarians, perpetually and fearfully expo-
sed to assassination and death.  The God of mercy, how-
ever, blessed their toils, and through their mstrume ma! v
converted the wilderness into the “land of [mmmanuel,”
“the vineyard of the Lord.” Fromtime to time he drove
cut the Leathen before them. The extent of country
which the first proprielors cuitivated increased, and emi-
,frmtwns multiplied. T'he number of inhabitants increas-
ed their dwellings became more convenient and nuinerous,
und iheir Qitumi'()n, in manv respects, morc enlarged and

eligible. 'i’he more (‘()nt(‘mptlblf‘ our th‘"'m‘mO’s wero,
th = more effectuaily should we be induced to reverence
the hand of God. ke hath planted our vinevard on a
fraitfa! . From small bemnmnqc, he hatl, l)v his {os-
tering h'md reared the tender piants and cause >d them 1o
CTOW Cand rise like  cedars in Lebanon.” He hath made
us 2 great and respectable natien.
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Coulenplate thie progress of our country to power and
eninence, since the termination of that” revolutionary
trugele which gave us independence. No sooner were
tise forces of G. Britain, under the command of Corn-
wailis and Burgovue, captured by our armies, than the
American government rose to ersinence and fame, and
atiained the glory of a free and independent nation. The
independence of the country was soon acknowledged by
fureign powers; and henceforth rivers of blessings flow-
ed upon our nation from: thie pure fountain of Divine be-
nignity. Is it not an un&peakable blessing that we have
never been embroiled in the actual wars of different fo-
reign naticns, and till lately have enjoved all the advauta-
ges of peace? Truly our deliverance was divine. The
utinost prudence and circumspection often fail to keep
aloof frowr such long and universal wars as have distress-
ed the continent of Europe. Is it no blessing that we are
passessed of an independent government—a government
founded on a basis which hitherto nothing has been able
to unsettle? Is it no blessing that the prosperity of all
classes of citizens in our country has perpetually "aug-
mented ! that the interests of commerce, navigation and
agriculture have from time to time been extended? Is it
no blessing that this wide and extensive country, even
those mnuntains, hills and vallies which were apparently
uninhabitable, have, {roin time to time, received ncw and
increasing population? How inany cities aud towns,
and how many thousand dwellings, have within a few
vears been built, and are still bmldxm.f, in. our country!
{3 not the multiplication of seminaries for advancing the
various branches of science, and the vast increase of me-
chantcal imventiens, to be regarded as a great national
blessing? And finally, is it no blessing to live under the
propitious smiles of an equal gove rnment! In the vine-

vard of Amecrica, the larger and taller trees are not per-

mitted to tninre thoss of inferior growth and eminence.

Thiose of bl,l[)(_‘l_l()!'l()bpeCfabi”f y and power arc not allow-

ed to npprecg the common class, net even thicse of the

Jowest standing in scciety.  Aliens, driven from distant
C
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fands, may hcre obtain a safe asyiuin, ag the fand of b
berty and plenty.
And with res -pe(,t to the American Church—Has not thie
Great Proprietor of the vineyard successively sent forth
faithful laborers therein ? Their work is to plant and wa-
ter, by publishing the gospel of =alvation; to feed and
nourish, by promises, xhertations and adnronitions; to
prune and purify, by the powertul application of goxpd
truth and Divine th reatemngs. Have not some tender
plants, in diffevent places and at different times, been in-
serted in this vineyard of our Lord? Have not some been
born in our Zion, and by means of evanfrelical conver-
sion heen brought into communion with the Redeemer’s
Church? Harve notsuch voung and tender plants, by thp
kind influence of heaven, Leen un(xe to “ grow asil e Palm-
free and to flourish like cedars in Lebanon.” The Great
Proprietor of the vineyard tolerated no spiritual tyranny
nor compulston here. He favered us with liberty of con-
science, and permitted us, in cur own way, to conduct the
xercise of religious worship. Heallowed no interruption
or molestation of our religious privileges. Our temples
were not destroyed, norour “sanctuaries defiled. There was
none to disturb’er make afraid in all God's holy mountain.
We were permitted to animate each other, and say, “ Come
ve, let us go UP to the mountain of the Lord, to the house
of the God of Jacob.” (Lsa. 1. 3). Suchli are the invalua-
ble rights and pxmlemw to which, notwithstanding their
feeble and contemptible origin, the people of America
have attamned. Truly it was the hand of God that made
them a great and respe(hble nation. He gave to them &
“ gond fand and a lar oge.”  He dwelt in the midst of them
bw his Holy Spirit, b} the word of his grace, and the holy
scals of his covenant.” He fixed on us the eveof tender
pity and protection. His arm was our defence. “He
created upon every dwelling place of Mount Zion, and up-
on her assemblies, a doud and smoke * by day, and i
shining of a flaming fire by night, and upon all the ¢lory
thereof a strong defence.” /{s. wv. 5.)  Wherefore, witls
infinite propr wh, he may say, “Judee, I pray you, h=-
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twixt ine and iy vineyard ; wliat ruu,d be done more to
my vinevard that T have not done it.” (Isa. v. 4.) Besides
the beuefits which we have enumerated, and which Lave
Heen confered on the nation at lmg’e O how desirable that
individuals and families would piously remember the par-
ticular biessings with which they have been so {requently
favoved, that thus individuals and fawmilies, and all the peo-
ple of tlns favored Jand, migit collectiv l\ pour forth the
voice of thank giving and joy to the praise of tne excee-
ding riches of Divine Goodness, |
But alas! the woeful change I pereerve in the aspect of
America! Instead o!'he'mnﬂ the voice of joy, my eves be-
seld 1 her the aspect Of‘gx-et! Her countenance is chan-
red, as tho’ her heart were smitten by sudden and death-
lte tervor! Surely there 15 a cause! Not only doth the
word of inspivation teach, buta veice from the seat of
government hath proclaised, that “ the axe 1s larl unto
the root of the tree.”  War is publicly proclatmed against
the crown of England. By this indeed the counlry of our
crnemy 1s threatened, but bere Ly also cur own is endan-
J“"ed At the root of the tree of Liberty, plapted in our
emisphere, the weapon of destruction lies. My earnest
praver is, that by the overruling power and Qur)euntem
dance of Divine onwdﬂ'xe a happy al'umnent of the
differences between the twvo nations may be speedily ef-
fected.  Without this, we Lave reason (o a;‘mel end that
ihe drawn sword will ('u_-vouz-' the flesh of men, and “be
drunks with the Dlood of the <lain.”  The instrument of
desslation isplaced at the root of both the American Re-
pulic and the Kingdom of Britain. Fhe “roat,” or basis,
of the Ainericati covernmcat, ig, her ceayly purchased in-
depeidence, her piety and virtue, hier slate governments,
the confederative union of the several ¢ slates, her flourishi-
maz comumerce, and the like.  And is the instrument of de-
struction placed ot lisrooi, by which tue vengeful stroke
may soon be given, and shall we not be alarmed at tie
“signs of thetime: T [How nmemble will be the fate of
Ainericans, whoen the veryrootls of tacic happy govern-
ment, shall be cut i sunder, her vata) prineiples extin-
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cuished, her foundations tornawaz, her dreneil and Scau-
ty lost, and her existence « blotied out fromurder heaven.”
How soon may sceucs of miserv and desolation open to
our view ? Preparatory means are already devised and
emploved! Detachments of soldiery are already suminon
ed to march to the « fields of battle and of blood.”

Awful, Bretbren, is the judgment which awails the
gutlty : Every trece which brm(*eth not forth good fruit is
hewn down and cast into the fire. Terrible is our con-
demnatjon if we lead unfruitful lives. We have long
been planted on a fruitful hill; long Las our land Lieen
the habitation of peace and plenty; long have we Leen
loaded with blessings and priviliges innumerable.  VWeuld
it, then, be surprising, if the Dl\ ine patience were at
length exhausted ; if our land should be swept by desola-
tion, and  the places which know us now should know us
no more for ever 2’ Would it be surprising if we were at
length extirpated by violence, dispersed In forc;gn cliines,
robbed of our pussessions, our rights ard our liverties; 1f
poverty and famine should meet us, hardnese and ; Inpen-
tence overlake us, and fit us only to feed the fire of var,
and finallv to burn 1n the abyss ofunquencbable torment !
No! In such a case the procedure of Divine Previdence
would not be extraordinary. Behold the fate of God's
ancient covpnant people. Take warning from the nations
and countries of the Fast! How deplora‘nlv are they, by
their recent and present wars, harassed, 1mpm'en<'md
and ccnsumed ! Where, when, what sbaili tihe end af ihese
things be! We, who are at a distance, hearand know but
a smll portion of their misery, but they, they actually suf-
fer it and perish! O mv native country ! my native coun-
try ! O the bitterness of my soul!

And why should we, more than they, be exempted
from disaster ? Are we more virtuous, more religious, more
influenced by the love of God and man? No: God has
the same reaszcn to expostulate with us which he had with
ancient Isracl: “ Hear, O heavens, and give ear, (O earth :
I have nourished and hrought up children, and they have
rebelled against me. Tte ox knoweth hi< owner and the
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asz his masier’s enb, but Jsrael d {h net kunow, iny pecpie
dotli not consider” (Isa. 1. 2 3.) If then the Heavens should
blacken with md!gnatwn against vs, would- there Le un-
richitecusness with Gogd! No: e is not unriciiteous. Re-
peatedly has ho chastised ihe peop;( of Ameiica, but the
- would none of his chastisements.”  Eepeatediv hath he
entered nto his vinevard to dress and purifv. Numerous
already have been his warnings, his threatenings, and the
strokes of his aneger.  Alas! The mcer*sxbxhtv ol our
hearts! «To the Lord nf' hteousness hel(nfret’n, but to us
shame and confusion of face””  God is iust ; bul we and
our people are wicked. Ve Lave abused his wiercies,
despised Lius forbearance, and trifled with ali the threaten-
nos and menitions of his p-m'rw'xrc. W hat deciension
of prety, what corruption of doctrine and morals, what Ii-
cenliousness and fuxury, do dailv obtain ascendancy over
aur ety nation! Were we to mention all the crying
sns of our land, where should we begin, and where end 7
Pride, unconcern, (}.!ravagnnce sm'feitnw 1x1telﬂpelauu,
Jasciviousiess, fornication, adultery, theft, rapine, murder;
nd other iniquitics, bave lost their criminal character,
and appear no longer sinful. A Spanish arrogance, a
£ z}iic ostentation and parace, a British thirst of dominion.
+nd innumerable foreign customs and fashions, have pre-
vailed over the mommv frugality, gravity and Qimphmt*'
of our fathers.  Where are now the sincerity and faith of
sur ancestors | Is it not a fact, that declarations and pro-
mizee, oaths cnd covenants, are often insufficient pledges
of fidchity 7 "o deceive the ignorant and, oppress the in-
digent, 1¢, with manv, a matter of sport and pleasantry.
" Lot contemnptuous expressions are often made with re-
spect to the book of inspiration, the sacred seals of the
covenant, and other institutions of the kingdom of heaven!
What shameless indifterence is evineed with regard to the
public wasshisp of God, as though it were a mere secular
invention, intended as a restraint upon the ignorant and
vulgar.  tHow lew the estimation in which we hold the
free exercise of religicus worship, under the auspices of
a happy gevernment-—a privilege of which so many na-
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tions Gic unﬁ;z'tunate}y destitute, and wbich, like Esau's
birth-rigiit, sorrowiul deprivation enly will teach us pro-
peu_\ to prize.  We Lave indeed some who resemble the
goaly Jehoseplint, and the pious David.  We have in the
n.;dnt of us SOT} ¢ p'u ctc of thie Lord, and a holy sced, who
are the piliats of church apd state: Lut who can wasgh Lis
hands in innoceice ! Who can say, “T have cleansed my
heart: Iam inpocent of the great transgression I Have
we not reason {o <ay, “our pritnces are rebellious, our
prop't;e(C Lave !m ksliden, the people is a wicked pe ople,
a people of great transgression, a sced ef evil-doers 7 s
this the fruit the vxnua'd of America vields to its divine
Lord and proprietor, in return for hig inrumerable and un-
deserved blessings! Shkame o thee, America—thy fruit
is corrupi—1t 1s Litierness to the taste—t is evidence of
iy vile ingratitude.  VWlat 1 1<t thou to expect Lut the
desolation of thy visevard ! Shall net tliv trees be vio-
tently cut down and cast mto u"qumchable fire? Let not
ibv pitvileges ﬂa‘u(r {iee.  External professions and pro-
mises, atd a superficial morality, will not avail thee.  The
Master of the vinevard will not e satisfied with the foliage,
the blossom and the untimely fruit thereof.  Nothing bht
““ fruit ineet for repentance” can cnable thee to fiv from
the wrath to come. External privileges, uugratefully
abused, tend only to aggravate {hy ruin.

What then ? Must we, under the we 1glit of Divine threat-
enings, sink into de ~[a1r* Shiall thic horrors of war depress
our spirits within us? No! At the helin of goveriinent
we Lave disereet divectors, provident statesinen, whoin
ihe Lord Lath Litherto blessed for the preservation of our
preace and rest; and the tlood of our ancestors still flows
n i veins of their present numerous progeny.  Mere-
uver, {hat wiich rebly contributes to our own encour-
agenert and Lope, isthe recollection of those tender mer-
cics, that aid and deliverance, which the Alnighty {or-
nerly bestowed.  In the former American war, when we
were vastiv anferior in might and military skill, Ths arm
nterpased for ourveliefl s meraiful providence hati
Ao delivered us fram the race of that pestilence which.
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for a succession of years, in the cities of New-York, Phil-
adeiphia and New-Haven, effected such prodigious slauglr
ter, that those populous towns were, by the death of many,
and the flight of others fromn year to vear, deprived of a
large },ropurtu)n of their inlabitants. Notw ithstanding
these, and other di=astrous times, we are permitted at the
present moment to sav,  Litherto hath the Lord helped
v’ Why then may swe not hope for Divine mercy and
Preserviilon m'l !
In order that we mayv Luild our hopes on zood and solid
srovinds, 1t 1z abes ﬂm(h necessary that we ¢ h]ure the spi-
rit of party, and with combined sirensth, as the citizens of
a counnon couniry, and with warlike vigor, avail our-
selves of those “weapons of warfare” which Providence
hatii placed m our bands.—We must also, without confi-
dence in oour own strength, iaf—.{c refuge in devotion, and
fervently supp:zc 10 on our wrns the Llessing of the
Lord: for « Le iz the Lo rd ct"n‘”f and mightv, the Lord
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mizhiv in bafide) 12 is alzy requisite that the spirit of
patriotism €o poidy » u’ommre :n our breasts, that we
chiecrfully resion - if necessary; cur blood and treasure in
vindication of cur dearts pd;f‘ ased poiitical and reli-
gicus freedom.  But above ol it i3 !'Qq{Iu“d that cur v
qultim excite re')f\ntanf‘:;_:_ tiat ~'1{, blessings of heaven
awaken ur gratitude; and that mmpending judgments
ereate unfeigned Lreniliation. These must terminate in
cur sieere conversion nnto od, and a totzl reformation
of our guily and sinful lives. 1L ;.\ 1s the “ goed fruit”
v hich our Lord demands, oo on acceunt of which he had
pianted the vinevard of Awmerica. And O that the un-
speakable price at which be purchasedd and planted it

might be expended m vam ne longer, lest; atl length, he
consizn us to endless desslation.

Ungodly and unprofitalide wortals, whe, hitherta, in
vall have cecupited the gyound ! etrive -\"3{1 the Lord of the
vineyard that he may mm( vuu fruitful m all goed worke.
}x( vere } iS (1]\,:}{‘8,?[11( u! f f\ 5 ,N ]U(a“ ":Pni‘; ac nn’)w;-
edee vour transgressions m crehy vou have transgressed
acninst the Lord vour God ;o eon'ess that cuilt hv vhich

s
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vou have merited ihe calainities which an aneey God pre-
pares to inflict; exercise a holyv penitemial shate , Luw-
ble vourselves under the muehty hand of God. O tha
vou had known, even in this vour day, the t! dnies which
helong unto vour peace! Bieak off yvour sins v righ-
tcousness.  Seek the Redeemer Jesus.. Suc for reconcili-
ation by his biood, and turn to the Lord with all vour Leart.
“« Take with you wordsand turn unto the Lord. Say unto
him, take away all niquity, and receive vs graciousiy -
so will we render the calvesof our lips” {Hlosea xiv. 2.)
Wiio knows but GGod may turn, and repert of the evil
he thought to do unto yvou. ‘Srmnr forth fruit meet for re-
]vntanre and there is ground on which you inay build the
hope of deliverance, though “ the axe ke already plated
at the root of the tree.” 'T'hie instruinent of pumbhment
is 1n the hand of a merciful and sin-forgiving God, who
mav vet defer the final fatal stroke. ¢ Let then the wicked
man forsake his way, and ite unrighteous man his thoughts,
and turn to the Lmd for he will have mercy, and to our

God, for be will abundantly pardon.”

And O ye righteous! Conte 'nplat(, the mwnt) dceds of the Lord of
hosts.  Behold and trembie.  Your iniquitics, aiso, have provoked the Io-
ly Ope of irracl to anger.  Your lives also have been too_usprofitabie.
Let tisis cossideration fil vou wiith holy and humble <lmzie, and oparate
within you the deesest by iliwtion.  Remeinber, also, that for the sake of a
sew righteous men. a couutyy may be saved.  Thiis is evident from the case
cof Sodom. But as the axe is lald unto e reot of the trce, and total extis-
pation and desiruction are Breatened, it becomes you 1o be very thought-
ful and dilicent. By being more fraitful in 2ll good werks, scck to pro-
mote the preservadon, and prevent the destructioa of your country. For-
get not the tesder mercies cf the Lord.  Give glory to his pame. Itis
oily the iruitless tree which God has threatened.  Thereiore, whatever Le
our country’s fate, those who lead holy and pr ofitable lives, will not be ulii-
mately included in ihe general destruction.  * Al thi: 3 shall work togcih-
cr fer goed to them that Iove God, who are the called according to his pue-
posc.”  Pray ve for the prosperity of ike American church and pation, for
ihe rulers and luhabitaots of this lusd.  Pray, also, for the peace of Jeru-
saiem. Theu shall God « be with us and bless v He will cause us
to dwell in preaccable habitations, and in sure dwellings, and in quict resii
places.” W ith the language of God Limself, by which he o’l(n 10 pe niten!
transgressors pardan an l(‘c liveiance, we conciude this discourse 711, Chron.
vii. 14) = If my people which are called by my name. shail humble then-
selves, and pray, and scck my face, and tarn trom thely wicied ways, thiea
will T hear from hicav-», and I will forrive their siny sud will heal ticir

laid.”  Anrx.




