In PROVINCIAL CON G R ESS,
EXETER, June 6, 1775.

WHcreas it has pleafed the Righteous GOVERNOR of the World to permit evil
Men, on both Sides of the At/antick, to ripen their Plots againft the Liberzies of
America into Violence, and begin a Stene of Bloodfbed in this Land ; in order to force
from us an entire Surrender of thofe Bleffings of Freedom which our Fatbers fought, and
Jo dearly purcbafed, in the Settlement of this Country. And whereas, with an almoft
entire Union, it has been thought neceffary to raife, within this Colony, a Body of Men
Jor the Purpofe of oppofing our Enemies in their manifeft further Defigns of Violence--=
It is highly fuitable for us to bear in Mind, that GOD alone can effectually guide our
further Counfels, and give Sutcefs to our Meafties ; and that while we appeal to Him,
as the Almighty FRIEND of Fuflice, we fhould repofe all the Confidence of our Souls
in Him, without whofe Blefling, Arms and Counfels are but Weaknefs and Folly :----
Therefore, in Obedience to the Univer/al KING, who hath commanded us 20 call o
Him in the Day of Trouble ; and in Imitation of the faithful Swdjeéts of GOD in every
Age, who have ever found the Throne of Grace of eaffeff Accefs, when earthly Powers
were deaf to Fufice:--- | ‘ '

We have Refolved to recommend, and it is hereby recommiended to all the Friends
of Juftice and their Country in this Colony, That Th«r/day the twenty-fecond Day of
this Inftant, be obferved as a Day of Humiliation, Fafting and Prayer, and that a total

Abflinence from. [ervile Labor and Diverfions be obferved. |

We carneftly recommend to all Miniffers and Religious Societeis, that they devoutly
improve faid Day in Confefions of Sin, and in imploring the Divine Forgivenefs and
Favor, in all Re pels 5 and efpecially, that we may enjoy the Divine Bleffing on our
Endeavors to avoid the Ufurpations, and repel the Violence of the Britifb Minifiry ; that
if it may be, the Eyes of our Enemies in Britain may be opened, and Peace, with Fuflice
and Humanity, be reflored betwesn Britain and the Colonies ; or that, if the Counfels of
Heaven do not allow this, that the Righteoufnefs and ancient Kindnefs of GOD to this
Land, may be difplay'd, in opening to us the Path of true LIBERTY : And, in order
hereto, “that all bethink themfelves of what they have done to provoke GOD, and
brezk off from Profanene/s, Injuflice, Intemperance, Selfifbinefs, and all Kinds of Ex-
travagance ; and remembering that the Laws of GOD are unchangeable, that they con-
Jult bis Wo:d, and Pudy to live as bis faithful Subjefts : that Wifdom may be imparted
to the Ceunfels of America, and of each Colony : That our Froaticrs and Sea Coalfts -
may be fecured from Depredations : That we may be preferved from contagious Sick-
ncfs:  that we may be furnithed with the Rain of Heaven and the Fruits of the Earth
in their Scalon : TBat a truly public Spirit may be maintain’d, [pread and flourifb in
a!l the Colonics, and that univerfsl Peace and Liberty may foon blafft the Defigns of Am-

kition, and ofen on the Waorld all the Bleffings of the Reign of Love.
MATTHEW THORNTON Prefident,

EBENEZER THOMPSON Secresary.
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