Commonwealth of

By His Excellency

Increase Sumner

Governor of the Commonwealth of Maffachufetts,

A PROCLAMATION,

For a DAY of SOLEM,

FASTING, HUMILIATION €& PRAYER.
JUST f{enfe of Dependence on ALMIGHTY GOD for

Mercies, both of a temporal and fpiritual nature, exprefled by appointed days for Humiliation and Prayer, having hitherto
marked the Character of the inhabitants of MassaciussrTs, and which, it is devoutly to be withed, may ever diflinguifh with
Honor, the Charater of their Succeffors, by an imitation of a practice fuggeflcd to Man, from a confideration of his imperfe&, dependent
condition. This antient ufage, invites the Inhabitants of this Commonwealth to follow an Example, which, while it prepares the Human
Heart for the Grateful reception of the Divine Favors, is produdive of the greateft bencfit to Society in a Moral, Civil, and Religions

View.—Under t/xf. imprefhons, - . | ‘
J bave thought it, by and with the advice of the Council,

to appoint THURSDAY, THE FOURTH OF APRIL NEXT, to be obferved throughout this
Commonwealth, as 3 Day of FASTING, HUMILIATION and PRAYF 2.—Caliing on Minifters and People of every Denomination,
to affemble on that Day, in their refpe@ive places of Pubiic Worllip, and with United Hearts, penitently to confefs their Sins before
ALMIGHTY GOD, and implore Foigivencls through the GREAT MEDIANTOR, and humbly to cntreat the Bleffing of GOD upon
the concerns of the enfuing Year.~In particular. that He would be ple-fod to guide and profper the adminiftration of Civil Government
within this Commonwealth—That He would afford his Guids- ce, and Blcfiing to the PRLSIDENT of the Uxitep StaTss, and enable
him to difcharge with fidclity and firmnefs the arduous dutics of his important flation, and that the Councils and Detcrminations of our
National Government, under the dire&ion of Heaven, may be foundcd in. Wifdom and Juftice, and receive the approbation and zealous
fupport of our Citizens ; fo that their Happinefs may thercby be promoted—That Hr would be pleafed to firengthen the Union of thefe
States, and not fuffer any evil defign, that may be formed apainft them, to profper.—§ hat He would infpire thole jn Civil Authority, with
a juft ferfc of the importance of the Truft committed to their Carc, and enable them to difcharge it with fidelity.—That the People may
continue to be imprefled with a Public Spirit, and true Jove of their Country ; properly apprecitting the Bleflings of Civil and Religious
Liberty, by which they are diftinguithed as 2 Nation : And that Truth, Piety and Righteoufnefs, which exalt a Nation, may univerfally
prevail.—That He would be Gracioufly plezfed to Blefs the Labours of the Indufirious Hufbandman, and fo to order tife Scafuns, as that
the Year may be crowned with a Plentifu! Ha:veft.——That Hg would guide and dire@ our Univerfity and other Seminaries of Learning
within this Commonwcalth, fo that the rifing Generation may be imprelied with, the principles of true Religion and Virtue, and be propezly
inftruted in every Branch of ufeful Learning —That He would afford us the means of prote@ting our Gommerce, Navigation and Fithery
from unjuftifiable interruptions, and give Succefs to all our lawfu! undertakings.—And 1 do further recommend, that carneft and fervent
fupplications be made to the Fountain of Mercics, that He would be gracioufly pleafed to continue Health in our Habitations ; antt that of
His Abundant Mcrcy, He would pretent the return of that alarming and Mortal Difeafe, which lately has been permitted to vifit our
Capital, and other Places, by which fo many of our Inhabitants were fuddenly cut off in the midft of Life and Ufefulnefs.---And that by
Has gracious Influence, He would put a ftop to the progrefs of fuch licentious principles and opinions as have a tendency to promote
profanity and irveligion, degrade the ckaradter of Man, and deprive him of his hopes of felisity in a future and better Lifc: And that
through His abundant Goodnefs we may be preferved from every defolating Judgment.---That by His gracious Influence the United States
of America may be prate&ed from the infidious defigns of their Enemics, as well as from open hoftility. --And that the Nations of the
Earth may be led to refpeét the rights of cach other, and that on this bafis an honourable and permanent Peace may be eftablithed.

And I do earneftly recommend that all fervile Labour and

Recreation may be fufpended on the faid Day.
GIVEN at the Council Chamber in Bofton, this twenty-cighth day of February, in the Year of ewr LORD, one theufand feven bundred
and ninety-nine, and in the twenty-third X ear of the Indcpendence of the United S?tcs of America,

INCREASE SUMNER.

By His Excellencys Command, with the advice and confent of theCouncil,
JOHN AVERY, Secretary.

&ov {ave the Commonwealth of Mallachuletts!
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