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SERMON I

e o

PSALM cxx. 7.

I AM FOR PEACE.

IF we eonsider these as the words of David, they express
his benevolent feelings, in the time of his persecution by Saul.
The children of Israel ¢ served the Lord all the days of Joshun,
and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had scen
all the great works of the Lord, that he did for Israel.” After
¢ that generation were gathered unto their fathers,” «there arose
#10ther generation after them, which knew not the Lord.”** God,
i his anger, gave them a corrupt kings he raised up Saul te reign
over them, Under his influence the people became more corrupt.
Buch was their infatuation, that te procure the favour of Saul,
they sought the ruin of David:

If we consider the text, as the words of some other holy pro-
phet, speaking in the name of the ehurch, it expresses the pious
and peaceful desires of the church of God, of all the meek and
humble followers of ¢ the Prince of Peace,” in all ages, when
surrounded with persecuting enemies.

Of Christ it is said, “Of the increase of his government and
peace there shall be no end.”t His gospel publishes ¢ peace on
earth, and good will towards men.”} All the followers of Christ
are the friends of peace. 'T'he weords of the text, then, are striet-
ly applicable to.4he church of God in this land, at this time of
trouble and war; aud they may, in a ¢ertain sense, be considered,
as deseriptive of the feelings of the greater part of the inhahitants
of New-England, in respect to the war, which has lately been de-
elared lw‘thc General Government of these United States, against
the kingdom of Great-Britain: on aceount of which we are now
mmvenui in the house of God, to unite in humiliation, fasting and
pl‘d.\ cr,.

We are not convened this morning to unite in supplication for
protection against an invasion of our country; not to pray, that
our officers and soldiers, our neighbours and brothers may be

*Judg ii. 7,1 tilsix 7. $ Luke ii. 14.
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shielded, while standing hetween us and an invading enemy. We
cannot pray in the langusge of Jehoshaphat, when, being inva-
ded ¢ by the children of Ammon, and Moab, and Mount Seir,” he
¢ preclaimed a fast threugliout all Judah,” to obtain the help of God
against u great host of ussailants, ¢ O our God, wilt thou not
judge them ¥ for we have no might against this great eompany
that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes
are upon thee.””* No eompany of invaders has eome to disturbh
us in our lawful and peaceable possessivns.

We cannot use the langnage of our fathers, and the pious
friends of our country, in their appeals to Heaven, at the com-
men:ement of the revolutionary war. We cannot say, that,
¢ those, who ought to have been our nursing fathers have risen
up against us, to deprive us of our just privileges, elaiming the
right to bind us, in all cases whatsoever, without our consent, and
have poured in their armies upon us to force us to submission.’
Entirely different was the cause of that war, from the cause of
the war, in which our country is now involved. Our fathers eould
appeal to Heaven for the justice of their cause. 'They didappeal
to Heaven. 'They eried unto God, and were delivered. But who
dares appeal to God for the justice of this war?

‘T'hough we have no invading enemy, against whom to implore
Divine proteection, though we cannot, we dare not, pray for suc-
cess to American arms against the subjeets of another kingdous.
while peaceably pursuing their lawful employments, nor for sue-
cess to those, who design to murder and plunder on the high seas;
yet there is occasion for convening, this day, to implore Divine
mercy for our country. T'he sound of the trampet, the alarm of
war, 1s hieard in our land, 1t is ¢ aday of darkness and gloom-
mess, a day of clouds and thick darkness.” War is a dreadful
calamity; a ealamity, from the thought of which every reflecting
sober mind revolts.  After u number of years” enjoyment of peace
and prosperity, this young and growing Republie is precipitated
inta a state of war; a war, the deelaration of which, to say the
least, appears to have been hasty, inconsiderate and premature;
a war, which, if' prosecuted. must, aceording to thie cominon course
of things, be conneeted with tremendous consequences, and may
issue in the eomplete ruin of our eountry.

* > (Chro, xx 1¢
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'T'his great occasian presents one subject for prayer, in whieh
all, who love God and their country, can eordially unite. That
is, that peace may be specdily restored. Cannat each one in this
assembly sincerely say, concerning the present war, “] am for
peace?”’ Such language aceords with the views of the inhabitants
of New-England in general, with the fecliugs of all the judicious
friends of their country, with the prayers of all the tribes of Zi-
on, this day, in our land, and with the werd of God, which says,

“ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that love
thee.”

However the people of New-England may have differed in their
political opinions, previous to the declaration of war, this great
calamity has been the oceasion of a more general union. I am
happy in being able to say, that, in the xjeligioué SUQiety, which
usually worship in this house, 1 have heard of no on¢’s being for
war, nor. in this town, have I heard of but very few, whe apprave
this desperate appeal to arms. May I not, therefore, reasonably
hope, that I shall give no offence, as I'am sure I design none, in
doing what I consider my duty; in expressing my mind, with greal
ireedom and plainness, on the subject of the gréat calamnity, which
15 the oceasion of our prescut solemnity? Though I may ineur,
frem some, the charge of exceeding the bouris of winisterial duty,
vet the fear of ihis shall not deter me {rom wsing my feeble ef-
forts for the salvation of' my country. The watchman’s voice
sheald warn, before the sword eomes.  Cannet the vigilant watch-
inan desery danger more terrible thun the sword of an invading
toer T'he oceasion is peeuliar.  The state of our publie affairs is
alarming, and excites a deep interesi in the feelings of all classe~
of men. Under a free government all have a right to express
their minds. ¢ 1 also will shew mine opinion.”

War having been declared by our General Government, it
would be wroug to oppose it without substantial reasons; and, as
things are, it is wrong to - ppose it, in any way, that does not eomn-
psrt with our constitutional laws, and with the precepts of the
gospels

it 1s the giory of vur zovernment, that it is a free elective gov-
criunent, leaving with the people the power of removing their rul-
ers, when it appears, that they have not wisdom or integrity suf-
ficient to diseharge the dutics of their high and inportunt offices,
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and of plaeing wiser and better men at the head of the nation.
This is the constitutional and lawful resort of a free people, un-
der a republican government; and this ought now to be the aim of
all the friends of peace.

¥ an open avowal of this design is thought by any to need an
apology, a sufficient apology may be found in the nature of the
case. In the cpinion of the friends of peace, the war cannct he
justified, either in a pelitical, moral or religious view. 1 it is
right to advocate peaee in epposition to the war, it is right to re-
move from office those, who are the authers and friends of the war.
If this declaration of war has been made in pursuance of systema-
tic measures, adupied, years ago, by our present rulers, it is not
to be expected, that those, who have made war, will make peace.
1f'the memorials and remonstrances, prayers and entreaties of
thousands and thousands of the distressed inhabitants of our coun-
tr¥, cculd not influence them to relinquish their preconcerted pur-
posé of war with Great-Britain, after they had so nearly aceom-
plished it, can it be supposed, that the frowns of an indignant
people will move them to recede from their measures, when ac-
tually carried into effect?

It is proposed, in the sequel of this discourse, to offer some re-
marks, us an apology for these who are for peace, in opposition to
the prosecution of the war, and to suggest some suitable measures
to be pursued by the friends of peace, for the restoration of thie
inestimable blessing.

I. I am to offer some remarks, as au apology for thuse whe
are for peaec, in opposition to the prosecution of the war.

1. In the view of the friends of peace, the war cannot conduce
to the honour, interest or safety of the country.

However the honour, interest and safety of our ecountry may
have been impaired by the convulsions of Europe, they have re-
ecived & much greater injury by the deelaration of war. ‘This
will appear from a concise view of the pretences for the war.

One pretence for the war, is, that in some instances our seamen
have been impressed on hoard British ships. Undoubtedly, this
has been done in a number of instances; and, while it is viewed as
an act of injustice and oppression, firm and spirited measures
‘sught to be ndopted to remedy the vvil.  But the government of
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Great-Britain claim no right to impress our seamen on board
their ships. They elaim only the right to search for, and take
their own seamen from foreign ships. 'They say, that their sea-
men are their defence, in time of war, and claim a right to take
them from our merchant vessels. The same right is claimed by
France, as well as England, and by all the governments in Europe.
Qur government refuse to concede to England this privilege, and
elaim the right of retaining British seamen on board our merchant
vessels. KEven, if all the men, except the captain, are English-
men, by the principle asserted by our government, they are to be
protected by our flag. Is it expedient or just to engasg® in a war
with Great-Britain, for the right of employing her seamen on hoard
our ships? Whenever our seamen have been impressed on board
English ships, it has been done through mistake, or by the law-
less conduct of individuals, and not by order of the British gov-
ernment. But this declaration of war, instead of affording safety
to our seamen, greatly augments their danger.

'Che hovering of British ships about our coasts has been assign-
ed as one reason for the declaration of war; but that very decla-
ration exposes our coasts to be lined with British ships, from.
Maine to Georgia.

It has been surmised by some, that British traders have had in-
fluence in exciting Indian hostilities; and this is given as a reason
for the war. But war, instead of contributing to the safety of
our back frontiers, will probably expose thousands of defenceless
families to the tomahawk and sealping knife.

Another pretence for the war is the British order of blockade
of May 46, 1806. But this order of blockade, which is now con-
sidered as a ground of war, was at first viewed as an aect of favour
end conciliation. Mr. Monroe, the present Secretary of State,
then our minister at the court of Great-Britain, gave his opinion,
in a létter to Mr. Madison, that the order of blockade was in fa-
vour of American views and interests; and, in a letter to the Brit-
ish minister last October, speaking »f the order of blockade, he
says, < The ohject was to afford to the United States an aceommo-
dation respecting the colonial trade.” Not till after four years,
ot till May, 18.0, was this order made a subject of complaint.
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Indeed, not until the views of France were known, was it con
sidered as a ground of controversy, and cause of war.

Another pretence for the war is the British orders in Council,
which were not repealed, after it was procluimed by President
Madison, that the Berlin and Milan deerces of France wnre re-
pealed.

The Betlin decree of France, which was issued on the 24st of
November 1806, declared ¢ all the British Islands in a state of
blockade,” prohibiting ¢ all commerce and correspondence with
them, all trade in their manufactures, and making lawful prize of
all merchandize, belonging to England, or coming from its manu-
faetories and colunies.” ,

In eonsequence of the Berlin deerce, were issued, the British
orders in Council of the 7th of January 1807, < which were mer-
ged in the orders of the 11th of November following.” These de-
clared ¢ all ports and places belonging to Franee and its allies, from
which the British flag was excluded, all the colonies of his Brit-
annic majesty’s enemies, in a state of blockade; prohibiting all
trade in the produce and manufuctures of the said countries or
eolonies, and making all vessels trading to or from them, subject
to capture and condemnation; with an exceptien only in favour of
the direct trade between neutral countries and the colonies of his
majesty’s enemies.”

The British orders in Council were suceeeded by the Milan
decree of France of the 17th of Deeember 1808, contuining still
greater restrictions, by which ¢ every ship, of whatever nation,
which shall have submitted to seareh by an English ship, or toa
voyage to England, or paid any tax to that govermment, are deelar-
ed denationalized, and lawful prize. 'The British 1slands are de-
elared in a state of blockade hy sen and land; and cvery ship, of
whatever nation that sails from England. or those of the English
colonies, or of countries, nccupied by Enzlish troops, and proceed-
ing to England, or to the English celuaies, or 1o couiiries oceupi-
ed by the English, are deciared to be goed prize.’’

Both the deerees of Prane:, andordeis »1 linsiand wvere extrav-
agant and uninst restrietiens,  Neither of the governments Justi-
fied sueh procecin on, op noy ot emeen Lt e sl otadiee

i, A g L
250 a0 Bonesga-,
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By this state of things in Europe, the commercial interest of
the United States was much injured; but still they enjoyed a lu-
crative ecommerce with other parts of the world, till prevented by
the embargo, laid by our General Government. The non-enter-
course followed. After four years’ painful and destruetive experis
ment of non-importation, embargo, non-intercourse, our restrietive
systemn was for a timé relinquishel. But power was given to the
President to renew it agairist one belligevent, ii'the otker revoked
the offensive ediets, and the form>r did not within a certain time
after. The French deerces were the oceasion of the British or-
ders in Council. The British gcvernment declared, that their or-
ders should be annulled, as soon as they had evidence of the revo-
cation of the French deerces.

On the second of November 1310, President Madison issued a
proclamation, deelaring, that the French decrees were repealed;
and, because England did not r:voke her orders in Council, the
non-intercourse law was revived against her.

England denied, that the French decrees were repealed, and as
prouf, that they were not, they produced official documents of the
French government, contradicting President Madison's proclama-
tion, and declaring, that these very decrees, which were said by
our Government to he repealed, were the fundamental laws of the
French empire.

On the 31st of Mareh 1811, his imperial majesty Napolcon made
this declaration to the eouncil of commeree, “The decrces of Ber-
lin and Milan are the fundamental laws of my empire—-the power,
which suffers its flag to be violated! eannot be considered neutral.
The fate of American commerce will soon be decided. I will fa-
vour it, tf the United States will conforin themselves to these Je-
crees, In a eontrary case, their vessels will be driven from my
empire!”” Thus we see, that the French Emperor considered kis
own decrees to be in foree, aliout five months after President Mad-
ison had declared them repealed.  Moreover, our ships were seiz-
ed and burnt, and our seamen imprisoned, merely upon supposi-

tion that they had vielated the Freneh deerees. Great Britain
~ eonsidered these things as clear proof, that the Berlin and Milan
decrees were not repeald; and refused to revoke her orders im

B
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Eonncil.  Butin face ol all these faets, it was insisted on, by oiti
Government, that the i'rench decrees were repealed; and, hecause
Great Britain did not revoke herorders in Council, Congress mad:
their non-intereourse law, then laid an embargo, and lastly declar-
ed war; which is really an offeusive war, not comporting cither
with the safety, honour or interest of the country.

As a further apology for these, who are for peace, in opposition
to ike prosecution of the war, I rentark,

2. That,in their view; the war is peculiary injuricus to the Jaw-
ful interests and just rights of some of the States in the union.
It is so to the Néw-England States in partieular.

"The people of New-England have chosen their empivyments,
the means of support for their families. 'They are a commercial
people. ‘Their commeree is their principal source of wealth,
On this thousands depend for bread, for themselves and their ehil-
dren. By embargo, non-iutercourse and war, ihe property of our
mereantile towns is probably reduced nearly one half, and the oth-
er half placed in extreme hazard. Many are deprived of the
means of providing for their households, and are reduced to the
painful neeessity of changing their employments or hearing their
children cry in vain for bread. To such a state of things, consid-
ered us a righteons judgment of God, on a guilty people, we ought
to submit, without a murmur, but of the weakuess, injustice, and
manifest iniquity of human agents, in producing this state of
things, we have cause of complaint.

The friends of peace, in New-England, would not saerifice their
Just rights for the sake of peace. 1= ease of au invasion, or a just:
¢ause for war, a eall in Divine providence, to part with their pro-
perty. aud risk their lives, they would not withheld their property,
and they themselves would be the first to meet an invading en-
emy, and the last to leave the ground without vietory. But to
have their habits entirely changed, to be interropted in their law-
ful pursuits, to be deprived of their means of support, to be forbid-
den to navigate the seas; and, at length. to be involved in an of-
feiasive war. by laws passed within the closed doors of Congress,
where th liberty of free debate was denied;-——and for what? te
@ain some nice points of national honour or pride? t) revenge in-
jories? or to oratify the wishes of Lis imperial majesty, Napoleon?
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Whatever may have been the veal cause of this desperate measure.
Wis viewed, by the friends of peace, in New-England, as an abuse
of power, and a eruel iatringement of their just rights and lawful
interests. \When they joined the union, they did not cede to the
genezal government the power of iuvolving them in a war of in-
vasion, and they are now under no civil or moral oblization to aiv
and assist in prosecuting such a war.

As a further apology for the friends of peace, ¥ remark,

3. That, in their view, war with Great-Britain is unjust and
inexpedient, and iends in a peculiar manner to the ruin of the
conntry. '

If war with either nation was necessary, it was unjust and ia-
expedient to select Great-Britain, instead of Fréinee, for our ene-
wy. It was unjust.  For, though both nations have injured us,
England has injured us the less.  All our differenees with Eng-
land are such, as admit of negociation and adjustiment; and na
doubt remains, in the minds of our wisest and best politicians.
but what an accommodation might have been made upon advan-
tageous and honourable terms. But some of our difterences with
France are such, as admit of no negotiation or adjustment. O
liberiies, our republiean institutions, our moral habits, and our re-
ligion, are objeets of the inveterate hatred of the French govern.
ment; and the eompiete destruction of these is their fixed deter-
mination. With regard to these fandamental things, an attempt
at negotiation or ecompromise would be a heinaus sin.  Where is
the justice of declaring war against that antien, which of the twe
has injured us the less. when that deelaration is in faveur of the
other nation, whose designs are the more hostile to our intere-t>

It was inexpedient. to scleet Great-Britain for our encmy.  For
our national prosperity depends more on peace with Englund, thau
with any other power; and, in a state of war, of all naticns on (he
glohe, she is able to injure ns the most. "That it is for our inter-
¢st Lo be on friendly terms with England, has heen proved by cx-
perience.  In the time of Jay’s treaty, which was so much oppos-
ed by the enemies of Washington, our country prospered beyond e
parallel.  Sinee the same enemies of Washington have hnd the
power in their own hands, and refused to renew that treaty, or ta

wake another, the glory of our country has declined almost beyoud
& parallel
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While England enmmands the ocean, France ean do but hitde
more than she has done for several years; take and destroy some
of our property, and burn our vessels, beside what she does by her
seeret agents, in disseminating corrupt principles, to undermine
our republican government.  But it is in the power of Great-
Britain to seize millions of our property, and spread dismay, dis-
tress and ruin, a thousand miles along our seaboard; and should
she he provoked by our war of invasion to arm the Indians agaiust

~our back frontiers, wlio ean describe the distress, whieh will be

expericneed by thousands of defenceless families? Who can teli
how much blood will be shed? On whose souls is the guilt of this
blood to be found?

This war not only exposes us to such miseries; but secms like
an attempt fo clear the way for the worst enemy on the globe, the
Emperor of France, to come and make us his slaves.  Could he
vot effect this by force merelu, he could probably aceomplish it
partly by flattery, and partly by force. 'What is now the state of
Holland, Naples, Switzerland, Prussic, Rome. Venice, Spain,
IVestphalia and Sexony? How long is it sinee these nations were
caressed and flattered by the Emperor of ¥rance? While they
were free, he made them imagine, that they were slaves, and prom-
ised them freedom. 1le bewildered them with the charm of lib-
erty, until their bands were made strong. Beholding the infat-
uated nations of Lurvpe, covered with wounds, and loaded with
chains, begging in vain for merey, at the foot of the throne of the
tyrant of France, let us take warning. Had these nations been
separated from nim, who is now their master, b.- three thousand
mils of eceair, covered with British ships, they might have re-
tained their hiberty.

While Great-Britain drives the ships of France from the oecaun,
and cenfines the French troops prineipally to the continent of Eu-
tene, shte defends us. Whether Great-Britain is friendly to the
Aserican interest or sot, ske is friendly to her own interest, and
in delendi: g herself; she guards our liberties.  Could our twenty
kl;i;;'s; effect any real injury to the thousand ships of the British
navy, it would be like taking away the rampart of our own de-
fenee.  Could the wildest imagination coneeive of any thing like
wielory over Engloud, in the same event might be seen the eom.
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plete ruin of our own country. In ihat case, how soon should we
he overwhelmed with the kindness of French frieuds! how would
our ears he saluted with the charming sound of Liberty and equal-
ity! and should we not be indulged the privilege of being bouund,
with no common chains, but with chains forged by his imperial
majesty, and put gently on by the frieuds of the people? The
weakness of our efiirts asainst England is our strength. The
greater our inability to destroy the British navy, the more secure
are our liberties.

As a further apology for i:o friends of peace, I remark,

4. 'That, they view with deep intesest and serious concern, the
snavoidahle consequences of the continuanece of this needless war.

The burden of' the expeuce of supporting the war must be great.
While there is no invasion of our country, our troops must be
employed, in invading the possessions of others, or they must re-
main without employ. But an army must be supported and paid.
‘T'he expence will be great. It hus already amounted to a great
sum. 'The embarrassments in business, and the immense loss of
property, toe which the people of New-England have already been
subjected, by embargo, non-intercourse and war, must soon be fol-
{owed by heavy demands from government to carry on the war.
ileavy duties are already laid on a number of necessary articles
of domestie eousumption. A very great sum of money has been
barrowed, and still the ireasury is exhausted. A heavy land tax
is proposcid, and would undoubtedly have been demanded hefore
this time, as money is so much wanted, had it net been feared,
that such a ineasure would open the eyes of the peaple, and in-
flucnce elections. 1t is, therefore, postponed, for a few months,
thut certain charaeters may seecure their luerative places in oftice;
and then the farmer must submit to a heavy land tax, to support
# needless und unjust war.

Another unaveidable consequence of the prosecution of the war
is an inerease of vice. As war always comes from the lusts, and
vicious principles and habits of ungedly men, so it tends directly
io increase the same lusts, principles and habits. 'I'he camp is
the birth place of vice; and heing nonrished up there, it will neces-
sarly go forth, and corrupt the community. 'U'he dissemination of

vice, by the last war, kas bad zreat influence in preparing the
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way for the present war; and the present war will make the pee-
ple more corrupt still. Though the vicious part of society do not
view the increase of vice, as a serious evil, yet, by the friends of
peace, itis viewed with dezp concern.

These are not all the consequences, which we have to fear.
Should Great-Britain be exeited, by our declaration of war, and
eommencement of hostilities, to exert all her foree, the war would
become awfully serious and distressing. You must leave your
peaccable employments; to meet the dreadful events of war. Your
sons, whe have grown up around you in habits of honest industry,
must quit their homes, perhaps never to see them again, and sub-

~mit to the hardships and hazards of the camp, and to the dangers
ard terrors of the field of battle. There many must roll their
garments in blood.

Let me mention another probable, if not an unavoidable conse
quence of continuing the war; a consequence more to be dreaded,
than the hardships of the camp, the terrors of the field of battle,
and even death itself. It is an alliance with France. Is not this
the secret design of the authors of this war? By this war we u-
nite with France against her powerful enemy. It is implicitly u-
niting all our interests with those of France, embarking with her
in the desperate war against liberty, against humanity, against
religion, against all earthly governments, and against the govern-
ment of Heaven.,

Should France, with the help of Ameriea, sueceed against Great
Britain, and then subjugate these United States, we shall fare no
better, than the corquered nations of Europe. Your sons will
probably be enrolled among the conseripts of Bonaparte, compelled
to cross the seas, to traverse the globe, and to pass a miscrable
life, as the soldiers and slaves of France.

Was there ever a war like this® A war, which was made in
the dark, all the aspects of which ure dark, and, if prosecuted,
dark and gloomy must be the final issue. A war, in which all the
prospects before us are enveloped in thick clouds and darkness.
Should the war be continued a numher of years, without success,
the ealamity will be great; should it Le continued. with success,
the calamity will be still greater. To continue this expensive
war, and not succeed, inthe attempts to hunble Great Britain, willi
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be disgrace, poverty and ruin. To continue this war, and te sues

.ed in helping the enemies of Great Britain tc obtain the victory,
will be inevitable destruction to our indepen lence, to our republi-
san govermment, and to all our invaluable liberties and privileges-
I repeat it, was ever a war like this? in which, if we do not pros-
per, we are undone, and, if we do prosper, we are worse than un-
done. There is no way, then, to save our country, but to take
constitutional measures for a speedy restoration of peace. As
there is little or no hope, that the present administration will re-
trace the rash steps which they have taken, peace is to be sought,
by one grand and irresistible effort, of all the friends of their coun-
try, to remove from office the authors of this war, and to commit
the management of our public affairs to the friends of peace. To
attemp* this, in a patriotic and Christian manner, and not suceeed,
will be more noble and honourable, and more )icasing in the sight
of God, then not to make the attempt. It will save the friends of
peace from the heinous sin, and eternal disgrace, of being aeces-
sary to their country’s ruin.

SERMON IL

. )

PSALM cxx. 7.

I AM FOR PEACK.

A.L-i a further apology for the friends of peaee, I remark,

d. That, in their view, this declaration of war is directly iu
Lavour of the Antichristian designs of the government of France.

It is considered as joining issue with the ayowed euemies of the
truth, in their opposition to religion, to the chureh of the Redeemn-
&¢r, to the Son of God, and to the eternal throne of Jehovah.

Great Britain is a protestant nation; and, notwithstanding all
the corruption of the English nation, it may be said of it, as it
was said of Isracl, « Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it!” 1t
«ontains a very large and important branch of the church of God.
Many in that kingdom are engaged in the cause of the Redeenier,
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and uniting their benevolent efforts, with those of Christiaus iu
this country, to promote the interest of religion, to diffuse the
knowledge of salvation among the heathen.

The Government of Franee, is, 1 helieve, at the present time.
generally considered, by writers on the propheeies, as the Auti-
christ of the last days, so clearly described in the Holy Scriptures:
who ¢« shall do according to his will, and he shall exalf himself,
and magnify himself above every god, and shall spéak marvellous
things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till tie indigna-
tion be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be donc.
Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of
women, nor regard any God, for he shall magnify himself above
all*.”” Christ is ealled ¢ the Desire of all nationst.” He was
the desire of women. Each woman, in Israel, desired, and hoped
to be the mother of the ¢ c¢hild,”’ that was to be ¢ born,” the ¢ son,”
that was to be ¢ given;”’} of the illustrious ¢ 3ced,” in whomn all
nations were to be hlessed; of the Messiah.

The government of Franee do not regard the eternal God, nor
his adorable Son.  He is Antichrist, that denicth the Father and
the Son.””|| This power is supposed to be the ¢ beast,” that was
to ¢« ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition;” the
¢“man of sin,” ¢ the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God;™ ¢ the mystery of iniquity.™
¢ whom the Lord shall eonsume with the spirit of his mouth, and
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming;” the ¢ beast,”
that should hate the Papal chureh, and carry her to destruction;
the tremendous power, that is to gather the nations together ¢« to
the battle of that great day of God Almighty,”q whom God will
give to be meat for the fowls of heaven;** the power that is full of
“ the names of blasphemy;” opening ¢ his mouth in blasphemy
against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernaecle, and them
that dwell in heaven;”t1 the power, that was ¢ (o make war with
the saints,” and to aim at universal empire < over all kindreds,
and tongues, and nations.”

* Daniel xl. 36, 37. t Hag. ii. 7.

§Is. 3.6, || «Jobnii. 22.  4Rev. xvi. 14. ** Rev. xix. 17.
11 Rev. xiil. €



17

'Yowards the close of the 1260 years mentioned in the prophecy
af Daniel, in which the church was te be in the wilderness, such

an atheistical and blasphemous power was to rise. The 1260
years of afliction to the church; according to expositors, is draw-
ing to a4 close. It is supposed, that the blasphemous power,
described in the Holy Secriptures, has evidently risen in France,
and exhibits the most prominent features of the antichrist of the

last times.t

France hds had in operation, for & number of years, a system-
atic plan to obtain universal dominion. The form of her gov-
ernmnent is unlimited; her views are circumseribed by no law, ei-
ther of God or man; her military power has decisive influence o-
ver the legislative and judiciary; she has broken throughall the
forms of civil and religicus institutionts, and organized a regular
plan of universal empire; and for the accomplishment of this plan,
she has already employed her instruments and agents with great
success. Her emissaries are scattered over the nations of Europe;
it order to obtain the geography of the country. It is said by a

+ The natidbnal convention of France abjured the Christian Religion and de-
nied the being of God. They ordered the following blasphemous sentiments
to be printed and circulated; “ Man when free wants no other divinity, than
himself. Reason dethrones both the kings of the earth, and the King of
heaven. No mon: rchy above, if we wish to preserve our republic below. Ev-
ery other republic,” than that of “Athcists is a chimera. If you admit the
existence of a heavenly sovereign, you introduce the wooden horse within
your walls; what you adore by day, will be your destruction by night.”

The French government set aside the Christian sabbath, and the marriage
covenant; they detlared death to be an eternal sleep, and burnt the Bible n
a public square; they shut their houses of public worship, and forbid even the
expression of a desire, that they might be opened. Thus they denied the
Father and the Son, and at that time publicly professed to be a nation of
Atheists. Bonaparte can be a Moh.mmedan in Egypt, and a Papist in France,
or assume any form of godliness to keep his subjects in subordination. The
following is part of the description given of the celebration of the re-estab.
lishment of Popery by Bonaparte, by Mr. York, who was present. * The far
greater part of the Scnate, the Legislative Body, the Tribune, and the generals
being vvowed Atheists,and notorious for the murders,thefts, and atrocities,whicl:
they had perpetrated; with their chief Magistrate, who had worshipped at the
altar of Atheism, some years before in Paris; who afterwards knclt down be-
fore the Pope at Rome; and cmbrated the religion of Mohammed in Africs;
assembled together in one place to udore a God, in whom they had nc tuith,
and to profess a religion which they despised, merely that they might e ena-
bled to preserve their usurped authority over the people, and to retain their
places: this is an occurrence in the history of pious fraud, not to be met

with since the days of Judas Iscariot” Sece Smith on the Prophecies,
page 128. c
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writer,who lately resided in Framee, that several hundreds of cletka
are employed in Paris ¢in the business, of tracing maps” of coun-
tries, that are marked out for conquest, that ¢ Spain was thus
marked out before herinvasion,” and ¢ deluged with French em-
issuries, to prepare the way for the event.” ¢ Combining the sub.
tlety of the [loman senate, and the ferocity of the Goth;—the
wildest passions with the most deliberate perfidy;—they have
far exceeded all the examples furnished by the reeords of antiqui:
ty.” France has tansaeked the glohe, and explored the aneient
habitations of eruelty, to eolleet the arts of fraud and seduction,
that she might deceive and overwhelm the nations. Her secret
emissaries are employed to diffuse licentiousness, to break up so-:
ber habits, to divide the people, and destroy their morals, and
prepare the way for eonquest by aima. Every effort is made to
corrupt Gazettes, to make them the vehicles of slander and false-
hood, to prepagate principles,whieh have risen out of the bottom-
less pit.

America has been marked out by France, for eonquest. Have~
not the seeret emissaries of Franee for years been preying vpon
the very vitals of our republiean government. 'We have sufficient
reason to believe, that Printing Offices are established under
French influence, fur the purpose of justifying the measures of
France and Jisseminating her principles. This is evidentlythe sourca,
from whenee is derived the politics of mary of our Gazettes,

Even in the time of Washington’s administration the agents of
France boldly interfered in the affairs of our country. Some of
you remember the detestable policy of Genet, the French agent
at Philadelphia, ¢ who appealed from our venerable Washington,
then in the ehair of the nation, to the people;”” representing that
friend and political father of his country, ¢ as intriguing to de-
prive the people of their liberties.” ¢ He made himself the
cirief of a elub,” and used his utmost effurts * to excite commo-
tions, injurious to the government.”

The insurrection in Peunsylvania, under the Washington ad~
w:inistration, which cost the nation two millions of dollars, origi-
tated in French ageney.  This appears by the intercepted letter
of Fauchet, the French minister, in 1795.  Speaking of the in-
surgents, he savs, ¢ Republicans by principle. indeperdent by
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character and situation, they could not but aseede with enthu.
wiasm to the eriminations, which we had sketched for them.” Thus
it appears, that the crimirations or c¢harges against the Feder-
al Government, by which that insurrection was excited. v or.:
“ skcetched” by Frenchmen.*

French influence in this ceuntry was elearly jerveived, and
greatly lamented by Washington. Speaking of th. Freneli in a
letter in 1798, he says, « That they have heen deceived in their
calculations on the division of the people, and the powerful sup-
port from their party, is reduced to, 3 certainty; though itis seme-
what equivocal still whether that party, who have been the curse
of this éountry, may not be able to continue their delusion.”

 When Was}nipgtﬁn was President of the United States, he was
denounced by this parly, “as a person under dungerons influ-
ence.” In a letter of 1794, he says, until the laat year or twe, 1
bad no conception, that parties would, or ever could go the lengths
. I 'have been witness to. Nor did 1 believe until lately, that it
was within the beungds of probabi}ity, hardly within these.of posi-
wility, that while I was using my utmost exertions to establish a
national character of our own, independent, as far as our obliza.
tions and justice would permit, of evefy nation on earth, and wish-
ed by steering a steady course to preserve this country from the
horrors of - desolati_ng war, Ishoyld be accused of beingan ene-
my of one natic, and subject to the influence of. another. And to
prove this, thai every act of my administration would.be tortyred,
and the grossest snd most insidious misrepresentations of them
would be made, by giving one side only of the subject, and that oo
in such exagger'aiud and indecent, terms, ascould scarcely be ap-
plied to a Nero, to a notorious, defaulter, oreventoa pickpock-
et.”t

* After the chanere of the administration of our governmgnt, the leader of
this insurrection w:s made secretary of S, .

1 Had Washington lived to the present time, would not our. modern patri-
ots, who were unborn ar babes, when he foyght the battles ofhis country, de-
nounce him, as an * O.d Tory®  Muny, who fought by the side ot Washing-
ton, are now so denounced,by boasting striplings, who have never witnesscd the
terrors of the field of hattle, nor ever seen an army.  How ungrateful thus to
treat those, who carry about, with their grey lidrs, the sears and niaks
of the revoluticrary war, ’ )
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Duane, who received from Mr. Jefferson a colonels commission,
was the open and avowed enemy of Washington. He spake of
him, in his noted paper, the Aurora, as “the source of all the mis-
fortunes of our country,” as muiiiplying “evils upon the United
States.” On the retirement of President Washington from offiee,
Duane expressed his joy,in the following manner, If ever there
was a time for rejoicing this is the moment. Every heart in uni-
son with the freedom and happiness of the people, ought to beat
high with exultation, that the name of Washington from this day
ceases to give carreney to political iniquity, and to legalize cor-
ruption.” ¢ It is a subjeet of the greatest astonishmen{, thata
single individual could have cankered the principles of republican-
jsm in an enlighteaed people. and should have carried his designs
against the publje liberty so far, as to have put in jeopardy its very
existence. Sueh however are the faets. And with these staring us ia
t&c face, this day ought to be 4 jubilee in the United States.”t

When the envoys of President Adamns were rejeeted in Franec,
it appears, that the French caleculated mueh on the suceess of their
agents in Ameriea. They boasted, that they knew their strength
in these United States. '

1 mention these things to show, that a systematic p'an has been
in operatioq ever since the time that Washington was President,
to iead or to drive this country into French principles and meas-
ures, and to invelve us in war with France against Great-
Britain.  Did not Mr. Madison, eighteen years ago, make every
possible exertion, in Congress to obtain a declaration of war a-
gainst Greai Britair? War was then prevented by the patriotism
of Washington. It has been artfully and continually insinuated
by some of the friends of the present administration, that those
who have been at the head of our pational affairs. since the time of
Washington, were his friends. Many honest and well disposed
people believe this, and arefluenced to think, that the measures
nf Washington have becn generally persued by cur present rulers.
But direetly the reverse of this is true. The very same charact-
ers, witich were hostile to the administration of Washington, in
coalition with the agents of France, have, agreeable to the feais

T See Smith on the prophecics, to which the reader is refered fora meor

Tl statemicat of facts concerning the crizin of our difficultics.
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suggested, by that great man, ¢ continued their delusions,” deceiv-
the people, and gained strength, till they have imagined, that their
plans were sufficiently matured for the declaration of war against
Great Britain, in favou_ of the Antichristian designs of the gov-
ernment of France.

May not this war, then, be justly considered, as the war of Bo-
naparte, made by his instruments and means? Is it not joinin§
with thise, who make war with the Lamb and with the saints:
Is it not uniting with Antiehrist, combining with the deluded na-
tions that wonder after the beast, and forming a coalision with
that desperate host, that is to fight the battle of the great day, to
be meat for the fowls of heaven, and finally go into perdition?

As afurther apology for the friends of peace, I remark,

6. ‘That in their view the war is morally wrong.

This is implied in the remarks which have been made; but it
deserves a more particular consideration.

Although we haive just cause of complaint against Great Britain,
yet it does not appeir, that there does exist, hetwcen these Uni-
ted States and Great Britain differences so great, as to be a suffi-
cient cause of war, that last and dreadful resort of injured nations.
Should it be granted, that the differences are great enough to jus.
tify a declaration of war, it does not appear, that sufficient efforts
were made by the government of the United States, for an accom-
modation of the differences. Have they not rejected terms of ac-
commodation, the acceptance of which, would have heen vastly
preferable to war? Every effort for negociation ought to have been
exhausted, before the adoption of this desperate measure,

A judicious writer on the law of nations, says, waris “buta
wretched expedient against those, who spurn at justice, and refuse
the remonstrances of reason.

It is in extremities only,that a just and wise nation has recourse
to it.—Those, who run to arms without nceessity are the seourges
of the human race, barbarians, ememics tc society, and rebels to
the law of nature, or rather to the common Father of manhind.—
Humanity is shocked at the sovereign,who lavishes the lives of his
subjeets, who exposes his people tn the havoe and miserics «f war,
when they might enjoy an honourable and salutary peace. Be
sides the misfortunes drawn onhis own subjects for which lie is ac,-
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cauntable, be is guilty also of those he carries amidst an innocent
people. The slaughter of men,the pillage of cities,the devastation
of provinges are his erimes. He is responsible toGod,and answer-

able to man, for every person that is killed. The violence the
erimes, the various disordersattendant on the liceatious tumult of
arms, pollute his eonseience, and blacken his account, as he is the,
original author of them all.”

Many bave already been killed in this war, perhaps before it
closes a million of lives will he lost. ©n whom is the guilt of this
blood to he found, at the great and last day? On. those, surely, whe,
gre the ecrimingal eause of this wai. If those, who have. declared.
this war are in the fault, their being members of Copgress, and
representatives of a great people, will not free them frem guilt
in the sight of God. No; ¢ the.slaughter of men,” the massacre
of families, ¢ the pillage of cities,” the ¢ devastation of provin-.
ces,” all the violence and liceniiousness of soldiers, will .be their
crimes, for which they must be accountable at the great tribunzi.
It may be considered a light thing for men, while enjoying the fux-
uries of g ¢ity, to raise their hands in favour of a deelaration of
war. But when this sets in motion the engines of death and de-
struetion by sea and land, and hurries thousands oat of time into
eternity, it may be considered as a deed, which will not be so ea-
sily accounted for at the bar of God. Can these, whe lifted their
bands for this war, lift their hands to God, and say, that the
guilt of the blood, that will be shed, will not be found on their
souls? If a nation chuse rulers, who are disposed to make. an un-
Just war, knowing them to be such, or if they approve such deeds,
the guilt of blood eomes on the nation. Let every friend of peacce,
then, free bis soul from the guilt of blued by disapproving thi>
uanjust war. I proceed,

II. To suggest some suitable measures to be pursued by the
friends of peace, for the restoration of this inestimable blessing,

1. It is proper, that the friends of peace should refuse to aid
in the proseeution of this war. They ought not to resist any law,
that is made according to our Cunstitution, nor encourage any
thing like a spirit of insurreetion. This should be detested by
every friend of peace. Let us ecling to the Constitation, and to
every eonstitutional law, however we may disapprove the charae-
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cers of the men, who made the laws. But no comstitutional ai-
thority in this country san cblige a man to become a soldier in an
offensive war. Our constitution leaves every man to his own
choice, whether to assist in the prosecution of this war or not.
Should Congress pass a law, that the farmers in New-Eugland,
should not gather their harvest, nor sow their ground, or, that
they should quit their employments, and take their arms, and go
and invade Canada; who would be obliged to regard such a law.
Indeed, it would be wrong to regard it. The laws of Congress
cannot make it right to engage in an unjust war. 'The law of
God is ahove human laws; and the laws of man cannot make it
right te do that, whiek the law of God forbids.

Though the word of God requires ue to “ submit to principal-
ities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good
work,” yet the word of God does not require nor allow us to de
evil in obedience to magistrates. Christ says, “ Render unto Ce-
sar the things which are Cesar’s; and unto God the things that
are God’s,”’* 'The laws of Cesar were not ahove the laws of God.

2. The friends of peace ought to speak freely, openly, and de-
cisively against the war, and say, we are ¢for peace.” Minis-
ters of the gospel ought to speak decisively against the great in.
iquity and injustice of the war, and warn the people against the
heinous sin of aiding in ecarrying on an unjust war. Civil mag-
istrates, and all in authority, and all men of influence ought to
manifest their decided disapprobation of the war.

It is said by some, that the measures of government may not
be spoken against. War is declared by the General Government,
and we must now close our lips. Even under the monarchal g:v-
ernment of Great<Britain, at the time of their war with Ameriea,
the opposers of the war expréssed their minds freely, in conver-
sation, in gazettes, and in the debates of the cabinet. How ought
men to blush with shame, who talk of the tyranny of Great-Bri-
tain, and would deprive us of the same liberties which her sub-
jects enjoy. Are these our boasted champions of liberty and e-
quality? Tell it not in France, lest her tyrant should think
himself outdone by his friends in Awmerica! The deeds of Con-

N Matt. xxii. 21
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&regs, in denying the liberty of free dchate, will blacken the page?

of our history, to the latest generations. But their power in this

case does not extend beyord ‘their closed doors. Others, who are

as eapable of judging of the Propriety of measures, as the mem-

bers of Congress, will judge for themselv es, and speak their minds

freely, and in doing this, tliey will discharge an important dutyy
which they owe to their country.

3. The friends of peace ought to take pams fo obfain and eom-
municate eorreet information eoncerning our pnbllc affairs. This
is highly important in any republic. Ignorance is the bane of a
free government. Persoris destitute of information are easily de-
céived, and led into the most destructive measures. It is an un-
happiness inseparable from a free government and liberty of the
press, that there will be various sources of corrupt information.
Gazettes will be filled with slander and falsehood? All possible
means ought to be used to counteract the pernicious influence of
such Gazettes, as are directed by secret French ageiits, with a
view to justify French principles and measures. With what con-
fidence are things asserted, in such Gazettes, as faets, which are
known, by men of correct information, to be false. But the most
barefaced falsehood insisted on month after month, in a public
print, will, by many, be believed. 'To this it is owing, that tie
opinion has prevailed among some hornest men, that, it is these,
principally, who were fories, in the time 6f our revolution, who
have been leading in the opposition to the late measures of gov-
ernment, and are leading in the opposition to the present war.
Was there ever a more palpable falsehood put in print? But it has
been so often affirmed in news-papers devoted to the interest of
France, and used as a proverb in the mouths of political incen-
diaries, that it is believed by many weil disposed persons; and
has ‘had great influence in rallying a numerous class of people, to
vote for rulers, who have made this war.

4. Tt is proper and very important, that the friends of peace
should make every lawful and honourable effort to change our
vulers. Is there any ground to hope, that these, who have led us
into thie culamity will lead us out of it? Must we not have new
rulers, or be plunged deeper and deeper in trouble?*

* President Madison’s refusing to confirm the armistice, which was pro-
posed by the Governor oi Canada, give occasien for strong suspicion, that he
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But mo unlawful or dishonourable means are to be used (o ae-
complish this. It is better to remain under the burden of our
present difficulties, ‘rusting in God, than to seek redress, by any
means, that are unfiir, of inconsistent with a good conscience,

Hapyy, irdeed, would it he for our country, could we have such
rulers, as the woril of God requires us to.clioose.  We have
awfully departed from the express copmimands of God in
the choice of ourrulers. This is a national sin, highly prevok-
ing to the Lord; a sin which brings its own punishmient, which
has brought upon our country the greatest of temporal ealamities.t

That infidelity is no disqualification for a ruler in & Christian
country, seems to be an idea too corrvpt to he advbéi{teﬂ',’ by any
except infidels. But many, i the very face of the word of God,
boldly assert this principle; than which, ean any thing be more
provokirig 10 the great Governor of nations, or mare diréetly cal-
culated to draw dowri his judgme:.ts ofi a people? We now feel
the painful effects of such wicked prineiples, when carried into
operation. IS it not time, then, tc retounce such absurd senii-
ments and practice, and hearken to the Divine command in re-
speet to choosing rulérs, and seek for wiser and better men, to
conduet our netional affairs? Too long already have we negleeted
bur duty, and trustéd our dearest privileges in the hands of these,
who do 1ot suitably regard them; in the hands of those, who will
trifle not only with cur property, but with onr liberties and lives.
designs to continuc the war, whatéver may be the event, and that the real cause
of the war was not mentioned in his manifesto. For the British orders in
Council were assigncd as the principal cause of the war; but after these o
ders were revoked, the President rcefused to concede to proposals for a cessu
tion of arms for 2 few months. Does not his partiality to France appear in
this? he declared, by pro: lamation, that the French decrees were repealed,
iéng before the event tovk place, and rcfuses to declare the revocation ¢f the
British orders in Council, when no one doubts the existence of the event.
tMaisillon remarks, that filse teachers are the greatest judgmenty that cver

God sends upon 2 guilty nation: But this judgment is not merely temporal.
It is 2 judgment on the souls of men, to have those; who pretend to lead thera
in spiritual things cause them to err. But false teachers are often the means
of the greatest temporal judgments. They cnticed Ahab to declure voar n-
gainst the Syrians, and to go up to Ramoth-Gilead, where he fcll in buttie,

ee 1 Chro. sviii. 11.  Traveling false teachers in this country have been il
most universally in favour of measures, which have led to this war. They zre
in general zcalous advocates for the war, and have done much towards bring-
ing it on. They have considerable irfluence over the most ighorant and j..
regular part of the community; and thosc, over whom fals¢ teachers have -
fluence are in general in favour of this war.

L
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Have we noi too long closed gur lips and suppressed our feelings,
hoping that our rulers would see the evil of their ways, even till
they seemn to have lmagmed, that we had no feelmgs o express,
or no spmt to utter a complaint, or to make an eﬂort {o saye our-
selves or country from ruin. With regard to religiop, let us re-
turn to the God of our fmlu'rr with regard to the chojce of rulera,
l ¢t us returp to the plam ryle given in the Holy Seriptures. With
revard to peolitics, let us return to the principles of Washington,
Lct us prove te our present rulers, that we are not pleasgd with
their spurious polmca. Let us make it maml‘ost to his imperial

majesty Napoleon, that we are not Erenc};men enslaved by his
detestable policy, but Amer;caps, « 1ndependent by character and
situation.” Let us convince the world, that we are not yet pre-
pared for slavery and chains, bqt that there is one Republxe on
the globe, that will not tamely resign her hhertles.

6. The fnends of peace ougllt lo pursue the measures pointed
out in the Holy Scrlptures to procure the return of the Diving
faveur.

God is displeased. The ensigns of war are the tokens of his
anger. He neyer sends the distressing calamity of war upon a
people wnllout a Just cause. - The judgments of God upon the
land are for our sins. We are a sinful nation, a seed of evil
doers,” a corrugt people. Sins abouncl m our lapd We have
refused to be drawn by mereies, or reclmqu by Jud«vn‘ents, We
have revolted more and more; and huve satd It is vain to serve
God, and what profit is it that we have kegt his ordxqanoes. We
have, mth our tongues, extolled the religion of our futhers, and
1hur Chnsuan example; but we have slnued and alnnEd agamst
the God, whom they served We have boasled of our mo-
mhtv and regard to Divins mshtuhons, and have gone on in re-
beilion against the Lord. How many who have complained of.
the 1rrellvxon of our rulers, have themaclves been their nvals in
impiety? How many, who have professed to be shocked at thei in-
fdelity of others, have themselves live¢ more like mﬁdels than
!uLe Christians? ;

We have dlsre garded the word of God, in respect to the sancti-
Hcation of the Sabbntk.' The sin of profaning the holy sabhath
prevails in our land to an alarming ¢lesree_., The ery of this gin

~
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has goue up from all our towns and cities, and proclaims the guils
of our country.

By what multitudes have the Holy Scriptures been utterly con-
temned, in respect to the mapner, in which children have been
bronght up. Such vast multitudes of children have been left to
themselves, that, they have brought, not their parents only, but
the whele country, « to shame.”

The eommand of God not to take his name in vain, is despised.
Profane swearmg, and false sweuring, are the heinous sins of our
country.

How many have departed from the simplicity of the truth, by
practising the arts of fraud and deception? In religious concerns,
these arts have been practised to save expence of property. In
polltlcal concerns, the) have been pracmed to promote the views
of a party

‘The way, in whieh God is now punishing us for our sins, is
the way, in which he usually punishes guilty pations. In the

righteous dxspensatmns of his providence in governing the world,

he has, at various times, withheld \nsdom from eivil rulers, and
left them to infatuation and injustice. With him is strength
and wnsdom, the deceiyed and the decelf r are his. He leadeth
counsellors away spoiled, and maketh the judges fools.” ¢ He
leadeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the mighty. He
removeth away the speech of the tyusty, and taketh away the un-
dérstanding of the aged. He poureth contempt upon princes,and
weakeneth the st1 ength of the mlghty ? He increaseth the na-
tion, and destroy eth them, lle enlargeth the nation, and straiten-
eth them again. He taketh away the heart of the chief of the
peo; le of the earth, and causeth them to wander in the wilder-
ness where there is no way. They grope in the dark without
light, and he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man.”’*

When God was about to punish Egypt with overwhelmms
judgments, it was said concerning her rulers, ¢ Surely the princes
of Zoan are become fools, the counsel of the wise counsellors of
Pha.raoh 13 become brutish; how say ye unto Pharaoh, 1 e ne

* Job xii. 16—25.
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fon of the wide, the son of aneient kings?” % Where are thy wise
men?” ¢ They have also seduced Egypt, even they that are the
stay of the tribes thereof.” ¢ The Lord hath mingled a perverse
épirit in the miidst thereof, aiid they have ciused Egypt to err in
every work thereof.””*
~ When Judah was to experience great calamities as & punish.
ment for sin, God said in his anger, «1 will give children to he
their princes, and babes shall rule over them. And the penple
shall be oppressed, every one by < “cther, and every ohe by kis
neighbour: the child shall behave humself proudly against the an-
¢ient, amd the buse against the hon:urable.”— As for my people.
ehildren are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my
people, they whick lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way
of thy paths.”t

‘Though « thre Lord ¢ometh evt of his place to punish” us for
our ¢ imiquities,” yet let us wot imagine, that he has gone out of
his usual way of punishiug nati-ns. |

The Holy Seriptures point out the only way to ubtuin the return
of the Divine favour. ¢ Retv:n unto me; and I will return unte
you, saith the Lord.”—# Seek ye the Lerd while he may be found,
¢all upor hiny while he'¥s near.”’~God says, “ At what instant I
shall spcak comeerning a mat‘onm, amd concerning a kingdom, to
pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it: If that nation against
whom: I have pronounced, trn from their evily I will repent of
the evil that I thought to do unto them. And af what instant ¥
shall speak concerning a ration, and concerning a kingdom, (o
brtiid and to plant it: If it ~'o evil in my sight, that it obey not my
voice, then I will repent i the good wherewith I said I would he-
wefit them.”

* Is. xix. 1114 §ls.iil 4, 1%
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