WILLIAM SHIRLE?Y, Efg

Caprain-General and Governour in Chief, in and over His Majelty's Province of
the Maffachuferts Bay in New-England,

A PROCLAMATION for a publick #_487.

Zox] T having pleafed Almighty GOD to manifeft his rightcous Anger towards this People, in caufing a
3 mortal Sickncefs to prevail indivers Towns in this Province in the Year palt; which there is juft Realsn
1§54 to fcar may be followed by ftill greater and more gencral Calamities, if we remain impenitent : And

"53] as the opening Spring leads us to acknowledge our entire Dependence upon the Father of Mercies for a -

Blefling upon all the Occafions and Concerns of the enfuing Year ;

Dabe thought fit, with the Adbice of Hig APafelty’s Councid, to appoint Thurfday the Fourth
of April nexe,to be obferbed as a Day of Fafting and Prayer throughout thisProvince ; Hereby
califng upon dhinifters and Peoplie, With the decpet Hummliation and Contrition, to confels
and bewad theiv olbn din, and the Dns of the People, and to afcvive Wighteoulnels to
GDD in all the Toxeetions of his holy Hand, devovtipacknoWwledging His undelerved Paticnee
and Goodnels i miving fo much oeecy With bis FJudgnents ; and earncitly to fupplicate tiye
sacson of our manifold and aggrabated Lranfyrellions, and that he Wwounld turn away hic
Angee from ug, and vdeliver us from ounr jult Fears of hrs threatned Judgumients, and confer
upon ug all needful Wiclings {pivitual and tempoal ; Particularly, TLhat it Wwould plcale GOD
( by Yobhon Iings veign ) to blefs our Pobereign 7L o2d the KING, the Prince of Wales, tiie Duke,
and the veft of the Royal Family With long Zife and Health; That he Wwould dired and profper
bHis dPajelty’s Tounfels ( particularly thofe of the high Lourt of Partiament ) fo2 the Decuriey
and Happinels of the Brinth Nation, and oy the Preferbation of the geneval Peace df Europe ; That
he Wwould gracioully incline the feveval Govermnents of his Majefty’s Tolonics n North-Americ:,
ro unite tn fuch Pealures as may be for their common Safcty and Prolperity, and fo2 fiulea
ting all Defigng that may be formed agamfi them; Lhat GDD Wwould grant His gracions
‘Pnfluences on the Tounfels and Avminiltrations of this Gobernment, moxe cfpecially for pre-
ferbing Peace on our Booers and prevbenting the Talamitics of War ; TLhat he would reliore
and continue Health (n our Lotbns and Plantations ; Lbat bhe Wwonid mercifully favour the
Hufbandry of thig Zand, and grant us fuch fuitable Ynfluences of the Heavens, as that the
Carth) may pield it's Pncreafe, and provide Food conbenicnt both for Ghan and Wealkt ;. That
be ould profper our Trade aud Navigation and other TWoks of our Hands; Lhat be Wonid
continue our veligious and civil Libertics : 2AnDd above all, That he would make ug a peniteat
*cfoancd People; and caule Induftry, Frugality and Temperance, and all other moal anw
fan ertucs to prebatl among us ; And that the fabing Fnolbiedge of the only truc
sfonof our Lopd FESUS CHRIST may be propagated in it’s Power and Pradtice amnng

e sRations of the €arth, and that no TWeapon founed agamft it may profper, and hat

¢y Longue that vifes agaimt it in Judgmicnt way be condeined. '
And ail fervite Labour and Recreations ave prohibited on the faid Day.
G 1V EN at the Council-Chamb.r in Bofton, the Sixtecnth Day of March, 1 754y inthe Twenty-f ceith
Year of the Reign of cur Scvercign Lerd GEORGE the Sccond, by the Grace of .b()i)ﬁ
of Great-Britain, France, and Iteland, KING, D./cilr of the Faith, &%,

By Or.der of His Excellency theGover-iour, W Shirle}r

with the Advice of the Council,

F. illard, Secr.
GOD Save the KING.
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