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The Editor thinks it necessary to inform the
Public that by the solicitafion of several of the
Author’s friends, who were present at the time
of his delivering the following Discourse, he has
been induced to bave it printed, mercly to gra-
tify them. |




ORDER OF SERVICE,
As performed in the Jews Synagogue, in
New-York, the gth May, 1798.

Prayer by the Reader ; repeated by the
Congregaticn.

Psalm xlvi. and li. chaunted verse by verse ;
firft by the Reader, and repeated by the
Congregation.
Prayer by the Reader.
\ THE DISCOURSE IN ENGLISH.,

Prayer for the United States and the adminis-
trators of the government.

Prayer for the Congregation, and Psls. 120,
121, 130, &’ 20th, chaunted jontly by
'the Reader and Congregation.




A

DISCOURSE, &..

TO contemplate the mercies of Pro-
vidence ; to celebrate his praises; to glorify
his name; to pray for the peace of the city
wherein we dwell; to conform to all ordinan-

ces of the government, that do not interfere
with the principles of our holy religion, are
~duties incambent on us at all times to pcrform.

I have therefore seleted the 133d pfalm, as
applicable to the present purpose, wherein you

will find thefe words : ¢¢ Bebold how good and
bow pleasant it is for brethren, to dwel! together
sn unity I’

By ‘this verse we may naturally infer that |
kmg David had experienced the evils of dis- !

sention, and of a solitary life;; and after hav-

ing tasted the sweets and comforts of society, |

he joyfully exclaimed, ¢ How good,” .

King David, perfeétly acquainted with human .

nature, and all the secret springs to adion,
after an useful life of ohservation, asserts, that

an union in society is to be deemed one of the |

greatest blessings that can attend them ; for in
a moft beautifully descriptive stile, Le compm.s
it to the precious ointment which was used for
the beard of Aaron, to the refreshing dews of

Mount Hermon, and the mountains “of 7i ion, -

——
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and concludes with declaring, ¢ for there the
l.ord commanded the b!cssing, even lite for
ever more.”’ When we cousider the advantages
king David possessed, and the oppertunitics
he had of gaining universy| knowledge by be-
ing inspired, we might readily assent, without
any other proofs than his bare asscriion ; ; for
we daily discover the truth of his observations
in general, and full well we know the pangs:
and distresses that cccer i this transitory state.
Wken the spirit of discord is extant, the ima-
gination of man 15 filled with terrific ideas, and
the apprchensions of evil arise from the most
trifling causes; then it is that we fly for suc-
cour to our Maker, and we become more fully
sensible of -his ahnighty power. Let us not
then delay imploring his divine prote&ion at
this time, when we are threatened.with all the
‘horrors of war by a great, a conqtiering na-
tion; who but a few years past was-looked upon
to have been highly instrumental in procuring
liberty and independence to the United States
of America, when we were oppressed by the
ravages and devastations of an emaged enemy,
who scuglit to deprive us of cur invaluable
riohts and privileges ; when it picased God to
Mstablish us in a state of freedom, independence,
and peace, so that we became respe&able a-
mong the nations of the carth. But, alas!
how are we fallen ! Our commerce is destroyed,
our rulers are treated with mdignity, and our
envoys with contempt. I shall not take it upon
1e to enter into any civil or political discussion
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upoa the subjcl, but shall confine myself ed-
tirely to the nature aad consequences of such
aQions as are consistent with the true spirit and
principles of religion.

On examining the sacred texts of Scripture,
we find the precepts and moral doétrines are
given to us as a colle&ive body, though gene-
rally mentioned as if to an individual, as in the
dialogue, ¢ I am the Lord t3y God,” meaning
thereby, that in the observance and perform-
ance of our several duties, each one reccived
the command personally, and each one seems to
be accountable for tbe other’s actions ; as in
Gen. ch. xx. it is related, that when the Lord
came unto Abimelech in a dream, and reproved
him on account of having taken Sarah, the wife
of our father Abraham, he said, ¢ Lord, wilt
thou also slay a rightcous nation?”’ Hence it
appears, that Abimelech (having heard of the
destruétion of Sodom and Gomorha) had in
idea, that the sins of an individual misht in.
volve a whole nation in ruin, and his kingdom
be annihilated. And in Gen. ch. xxvi. we find
a something simiiar happened to Isaac and Re-
becka; and it 1s said in Numbers, ch. xvi. when
Korah and his associates had excited the whole
congregation of Israel to a stdte of rebelilion,
that the Almighty ordered Moses and Aaron
to scparate thcmselve#rom the congregation,
and he would destroy them 1n a moment; when
“¢ they fell upon their faces and said, Oh,
'God, the God of the spirit of all flesh, fhall
onc man sia, awd wiit tiaou be wroth with all
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the congregation ? And in the time of Joshua,”
did not Achan the son of Zera commit a tres-
pass in the accursed thing, and wrath fell upon
all the congregation of Israel, and that man
perished not alone in his iniquity ?
Froum the nature of these sacred evidences,

. which we cannot controvert or invalidate, how

necessary is it for every individual in a society,
to be particularly circumspe¢t in his morals and
behaviour, so as not to incur censure for his
misdemeanors, by setting an evil example to his
feliow creaturcs to follow ; for we know of a
truth that men are often influenced to do evil,
merely from the habit of seeing others adting
contrary to the rules of re&itude : for when
Jeroboam sinned against God, by ereéting the
golden calves to be worshipped, he drew after
him a ccnsiderable number of the children of
Isracl from the true worfhip, and was ultimately
the cause of the lost tribes being carried into
captivity, and where they now are, is even at
this day utterly unknown.

LeT us, therefore, humble ourselves before
God and conless our sins, ere yet it be too late.
Let us benefit by the instruétion given to us by
our divine legislator, in Deut. ¢ When thou
art in tribulation, and all these things are come

~‘upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn

——
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unto the Lord thy Got and fhalt be obedient
unto his voice, for the Lord thy God is a mer-
ciful God, he will not forsake thee, ncither
destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy
fathers which he sware unto them.”” And in

[
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the Psalms we are confidently affured that the
Lord is nigh to all those who call upon him, to
ali who call upon him in truth. It is now re-
quisitc that we should beseech the Almighty
God of Isracl for his interposition, to deprecate
his wrath, to turn from our evil doings, and
to do good seek peace and purfue it, until we
have accomplished that order and harmony,
which ought always to subsist in society, that
we_ may say. in the fullness of our hearts as
king David did, Behold, &c.

BuT how can we hope or expe& this mer-
ciful blessing of our God, unless we enter into
a self examination, as Zcphamah (in the 2d
chap ) recominends to usin these words, ¢ Ex-
amine yourselves and be ye examined, O na-
tion. not desired, seek ye the Lord all ye meek
of the earth, who have wrought his judgment :
seek righteousness, scek meekness : it may be
yeshall be hidin the day of the Lord’s anger.”
Hence arises the necessity of repentance, for
who can say he has not sinned, after he has
looked within himself ? Supphcate, therefore,
the throne of grace, that we may become s¢n-
sibleof our imperfet state, that he may ¢¢ creatc
in us a pure heart, and renew in usa true spi-
rit,”’ that wemay be acceptable’in his sight, that
he may avert the evils that {feem to be hovering
over us from the apprehended invasion of a
foreign power ; I speak as well in our situa-
tion as citizens as Jews, though you are to
know and consider that there is no punishment

B
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cometh to the world but for the sake of Israel,
as you may find in the Talmud partly
quoted from our divine law ; and it is a maxim
held out, in general, by all our ancient fages,
that we may receive benefit, by fecing the na-
tions with whom we dwell, each one m their
turn suffering the displeasure of our heavenly
Creator, and who will, when we have sincerely
returned unto him, with a contrite heart and
true spirit, receive us again into favor, and
restore us to our own land, agreeably to otir pro-
phetic writings, which are numeronsly express-
ed throughout the scriptures, from Mosés unto
Malachi, and which may be known by only
turning over the sacred pages. .
~ WHEN we refle® on the situation and cir-
cumflances of "the present wars, and the de-
pravity and corrupt state of hunian nature, that
prevails almost throughout the world, we must
necessarily be led to believe that the glorious
period of redemption is near at hand, and that
our God will make manifest his mtentrors of
again colte@ing the scattered remnant of Israel,
and establishing them according to his divine
promisc, provided we use the means that are

ointed out to us to perform, which never can
ge thought hard of, for what is it the Lord
requireth of thee ? ¢ To do justly, and to love
mercy, and walk humbly before thy God.”
"These are among the chief practical duties of
man, but they are not to be considered in a
passiv: sense, they must be active, they must
be put in operation, by the power of the will,

[ e PR L AR
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and not from necessary principles. whether in
a colle&tive or in an individual state. It may
not be amiss here to enquire into the origin
and progress of men’s entering into what we
call civil society. The first account we have
in scripture is of Nimrod, who bemng “'a
mighty one in the earth,” with ftrength of
genius had the art to accomplish a subordina-
tion to a specific government, which perhaps
till then had not been thought of, or if it had,
was deemed impralticable. He it was who
formed and established a kingdom, and found-
ed cities for his subje@s to dwell in. They soon
began to increase and muitiply on the face of
the earth, and by being of one language, and
accustomed to live together, they thought of
building a tower which should reach to
Heaven : as this was a presumptnous attempt,
the Almighty, agreeably to his own will, im.
mediately resolved to punish them, whilst yet .
the work was in its infancy ; as in Gen. ch.
xi. they then were dispersed and entering into
smaller socicties ; each head of a family was
looked upon both as king and priest ; to him
the younger branches were subservient, and
on him they depended for prote&ion and in-
strution, and copying after them imbibed their -
manners and habits, And although the Al-
mighty had revealed himself to Noah after the
deluge, and had enjoined him an additional
precept to the six he gave to Adam, still'we |
find in process of rime that idolatry prevailed |
among the sons of men, until the time of
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Abraliam, who seputated himself from his fa-
ther’s house, and from the place of his nati-
vity, in compliance with the express command
of the one only God, whom we at this day
worship, and who will ia his own good time
make himself known throughout the world,
by such a glorious display of his Omripotence
as will astonish the multitude of different na-
tions: then will be verified the predi&ion of
Zachariah the prophet, when ¢ ten men fhali
take hold out of all languages of the nations,
even shall take hold of the skirt of him that
is a Jew, saying, we will o with you, for we
have heard that God is with you,” After such
assurances, who can refuse ufing the means to
promcte so desirable an end? surely no onc who
fcels within himself a consciousness of being
a descendant of Abraham, in whom will be
blessed all the nations of tbc earth, as in Gen.
chap. xviii. where the Lord says, ¢ For I know
him, that he will command his children and his
houshold after him, and they shall keep thc
way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment,”
.md if we perform not these oblizations, of what
use is our knowledge ? What are we the bet-
ter 7 How are we the happier ?

THoucH the blessings of this life are many,
and the allurements to pleasure great, stili they
can not be put in campetition with those of the
life tc come. 1f you commit yourselves only
to the gratification of your semsual desires,
what can you rationally expe& either here or
hereafter ? Misery and affli¢tion whilst nere,
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and shame and condemnation hereafter: be ye
therefore ready to appear before your Crea-
ator, for ye know not when your change com-
eth ; ¢ execute true judgment, and shew mercy
and compassion every man to his brother ; op-
press not the widow mor the fatherless, the
stranger nor the poor, and lct none of you 1ma-
gine evil against his brother.” |

IT is natural for the mind of man to trace
effe&s from causes, and to investigate effets
in order to discover the cause ; by this method
we come at the knowledge of truth. Envy
produces calumny with all its concomitant evils,
and this cftener flows from a principle of pride
and ambition than from any other source. This
it was that induced Korah and his company,
- when he assembled the whole congregation of
Israe! against Moses and Aaron in the wilder-
ness.  His pride led him to assume a greater
degree of dignity than what he was entitled to;
for not contented with the station he was plac-
ed in, he aimed at being made equal if nat su-
perior to Aaron. In consequence of hisim.-
proper condu&t, he, with all his adherents,
were swallowed up in the earth alive, in a most
tremendous and miraculous manner, in the
presence of all Israel, who fled at the cry of
them, for they said, ¢ Lest the earth swallow
us up also.”” Numb. ch. xvi.

HencE we may observe the dismal result of
atting from a bad principle, which is pride,
2nd as 1t 1s said, * the haughty of heart is an
abomination of the Lord, and he that is of
a proud heart stirreth up strife.”’
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How widely different does this prineiple

ooperate to the zeal that a&tuated Phincas, when
Z:mri the {on of Salu, a prince of the houfe of
Simeon, had committed an abomination in the
sight of all Isracl, and had been the chief ‘in-
strument to occasiona plague in the congrega-
tion, of which twenty four thousand died, that
¢¢ the Lord said unto Moses, Phineas the son of
fileazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath
turned away my wrath from the children of
Israel whilst he was zcalous for my sake among
them, that I consumed not the children of Is-
rael in my jealousy ; wherfore say, behold I
give unto him my covenant of peace, and he
_shall have 1t, and his feed after him, even the
covenant of an everlasting priesthcod ; because
“he was zealcus for his God, and made an- a-
tonement for the children of Israel.”” Here was
.a blessing obtained both n a colleéive and in
an individual state, wLilst the other involved
‘even innocents in mischief. Zeal always ope-
rates in such a manner as to answer the. best
purposes, while pride has a tendency to every
species of malignity.
- When we consider the many various opml-
.ons that commonly exist in a society, either re-
ligious, or civil, composed of all ranks and de-
scriptions of men, colle€ted (perhaps) from
diffcrent countrics, each bringing with him the
‘prejudices of the government he was brought
up in, it would seem to require more than hu-
Iran means to form any kind of system to go-
vern thein, that would suit the geuius, temper,
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and disposition of such a mixed body. Hence
arises the question, how, or in what manner, is
an union to be effe&ted ¢ The answer.is plain §
by stritly adhering to the grand principles of
benevolence towards all our fellow creatures §
and the only invariable rule is founded on the
instru&ions given to us by our prophets, who
received their knowledge of men and manners,
from the fountain of all pefeétion. Attend
to what is faid by Moses, Ltv. 6. 19th, ¢ thou
fhalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”” By fol-
lowing this rule in its general and extensive
sense;, you will have the means at all times
within your power to promote unity m society,
and you may with reason hope to accomplish
whatever may be thought to produce-an even-
tual benefit ; nor is this so difficult a' thing to
be observed as many falsely imagine ; for it
only implies, do not unto another, what you
'would not have done unto yourself.

- In the 34th Psalm which Thave before quoted,
¢ Depart from evil—and do good—seek peace
~—and pursue it,”’ king David highly recom-
mends a sure mode to effetuate unanimity in
society. In these few words four distin mo-
ral lessons are to be deduced : in the first place,
he informs you that the most neceggary step
to be taken, is to depart from evily but this
alone is insufficient, as it only implies an omissi-
on of that which is injurious to society ;but the
positive precept immediately follows in the 2d
instance, do good, that is, you muft absolutely
exercise the principles of benevolence and jus.
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tice ; “dispense the means Providence has bles-
sed you with to promote the cause of virtue and
religion ; view things as they are in fa&, and
mot according to appearance : nay, you can-
not form a judgment of men but by their works,
for tuey oftcn are the reverse of what they
seem to be, asit issaid in Jerh. ch. xwi. « the
heart is deccitful above all things, and despe-
ratcly wicked; who can knowit? From this
question, we must conclude it to be impossible
for us to judge rightly ; we may be deccived.
But in the subsequent verse it is said, ¢ I the
Lord search the heart, 1 try the reins, even to
give every man accordiag to his ways, and
according to ike fruit of his doings ; for he who
getteth riches, and not by right, shall leave
them in the midst of his days, and at his end
shail be a fool.” Therefore I say, appearance
being only an outwaid sign of the affedions of
the (humaa) micd, it may be so disposed as to
dnswer an hypocritical or sinister purpose ; but
when you are possessed of the knowledge that
your fellow ctcature is suffering the ills'of hfe,
1t becomes your duty to assist him, with your
ccunsel ; wiih your intereft : this will be altu-
ally doing good in its most unlimited sence,
and will ultimately procure the blessing of
< life ever more.” '

. Neither let your heart be evil inclined when
you relieve the poor and the indigent, nor suf-
fer yourselves to lay under the imputation of
what is set forth ia- Deut. ch. xxviu. ¢ because
thou servest not the Lord thy God with joy-
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fulness and gladness of heart for the abundance
of all things.”” In this veise is described the
maaner of doing a good adion, according to
the divine pleasure, which ought always to be
atiended to ; for it is not solely the deed that
constitutes merit ; a&ions are sometimes coms«
pulsatory, but the maaner depends entirely up-
en the ﬁ'eedom of will : thisit is that enhances
the valuc of the benefit, cither conferred or
reaeived. The bcncfa&or, from a conscnous-
nese of having, performed his duty, feels it
welf gratcfully disposed towards his Maker,
for having cnabled him to assist his fellow crea-
ture, in the time of his necessity. -And when
the a&ion and manner of doiag. good corresa

poud, it is pleasing both te the giver and re-
~ eeiver.,

We come now to speak, thirdly, of seeking
peace. In .the 2d Book of Kings, we find,
that the Lord gave Solomon his choice of three
things, and llc preferred wisdom; and in the
subsequent. relation of this circumstance we
discover, that the Lord gave wisdom uato So-
lomon, and there was peace betweea Hiram
aad Solomon. From- this passage, it appears
as if peace was a natural consequence of wis-
dom; bnt the first leading principle thereto
® the fear of the Lord, as it is expressed in
the psalm : ¢ The fear of the Lord is the be-
ghnmng of wisdom;’’ and without we have

is leading principle i cur hearts, we never

shall attain wisdom, Rar, is natural coanse-
C
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quence, peace: DBut by accustoming your-
selves to seek peace, you will acquire that fear
of the Lord which is necessary to conduét you
in the pursuit, which is the 4th lesson; and
when once you have discerned the paths that
lead to it, you must not leave any thing un-
done in order to attainit: Fry every thing
and every mede within your power to effe&t
this invaluable blessing, and pursue it through
every stage of life until you have obtained it ;
then will you become worthy of being called
those who fear the Lord, which is certainly
one of the grandest appellatives that can be
applied to the human race; and as king Da-
vid says, in Psalm r112th, ¢ Blessed is the
man that feareth the Lord ;* and in Malachi,
it is said, ¢ Then they that feared the Lord
spake often ons unto the other, and the Lord
hearkened and heard it.”’

Such are the works necessary to be dene to
procure redemption and salvation, that we may
arrive at that glorious epoch, when the hearts
of stone shall be taken away, and hearts of
flesh be given ; when we shall be taken from
among the nations, and gathered out of all
countries, and brought unto our own land, as
particularly mentioned in Ezekiel, ch. xxxvi.
‘Then shall we reap the real blessings that are
derived from an unien in society in its fullest
extent, even ¢ life for evermore.”” Can any
reasonable being obje& to follow such meniti-
ons, when the recompence 1s so excellent?
Does nct the hicart of man in general expand
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- at every benevolent a&tion ? How pleased, how
satisfied does he feel, after assisting the distres-
sed, giving food to the hungry, cloathing the
naked, bestowing alms to the indigent, visit-
ing the sick, supplving them with nourish-
ment, consoling the widow and the fatherless,
thereby imitating our heavenly father, who
not alone considereth the wants of man, but
even, as king David says, ¢ giving food te
the beast and to the young ravens that cry.”
Such are the alions that proceed from the
principles of benevolence. This it is that con-
stitutes the chief operations of charity ; which
is of so commendable a disposition in the heart
of man, that we find a prophetical assertion
that ¢ charity delivers from death.”

‘The holy language is so constru&ted, and its
idiom and phraseology is so difterent from all
other langnages, that it is almost impossible
for a translator to do justice to it, according to
its comprehensive meaning ; for instance, the
word seduka, which is generally understood to
mean that kind of charity which is known by
giving alms, does sometimes imply righteous-
ress, and they both are derived from the same
root, justice. T'o you who are acquainted with |
the loly language, it is needless to say any
thing on the subje&®; but for the information
of those who are not learned therein, it be-
comes necessary for me to explain myself in
such manner, that they may be enabled to
judge of its sublimity and beauties, according
“to truth.  Perhaps they -may say what affinity
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has charity with justice? They appear to flow
from different sources, and operate from dif-
ferent motives. Charity 1s excited by the im-
pressions of the outward senses, and justice
procecds from an intelle@ual faculty of the
mind, after observation and refletion ; there-
fore, you will more or less find a combination
of these two principles accompanying each
other ; for in dispersing charity you generally
confider the real wants of the obje&t, and ac-
cording:y thereto augment or diminish your
bounty.  “This depends on knowledge—on
judgment., Conformably to justice, you are
obiliged to take care of the poor and the needy;
they are as necessary beings in the scale of
creation as any among the greatest or the rich-
est 3 for ¢ the rich and poor meet together,
the Lord is the maker of them all ;> And m
Deuteronomy, you will find ¢ for the poor
shall never cease out of the land: therefore 1
command thee, saying, thou shalt open thine
hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and
to thy needy in the land.”

Here s -an express command given to us by
our divine legislator, in respe& to assisting tie
poor in a special manner, besides the general
rules to be observed by the gleanings of the
ficld and the vineyard, which are designed as
trials to know whether or not you will obey the
law of God 5 by so doing ycu will enjoy the
blessings of this life, and thereby may hope to
procure salvation in the world to come. Is there
a better way of manifesting our gratitude to
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God, than by relinquishing a part of our sub-
stance to those who stand in need ? Is not this
afting to others as we should like to be dealt
with, were we in their situation? This is com-
plying with our duty of loving our neighbour
as ourselves, doing justice from a principle of
grateful reverence to our creator ; and as he
hath blessed us with the necessaries and con.
forts of this life, so should we impart to those
who are unable to provide for themsclves.
This 1s pradtising charity, executing justice,
and a&ing righteously, and all under the idea
of only being atuated by charity; at the fame
t:ime viewing ourselves as stewards in the house
of God; that he hath appointed us to the
management of this important temporal trust,
to supply the poor with the means of suste-
nance, to guard them against the inclemencies
of seasons, to provide such necessaries as may
be found requisite for them, and to support
them whilst in this probationary state. This
will be exercising our duty, in relieving the
poor from their distress; and, as king Solo-
mon says, in Prév. ¢ He that hath pity on
the poor lendeth unto the Lord, and that
which he hath given will he pay him again.”
And, < He that giveth to the poor fhall not
lack ; but he that hideth his eyes shall have
many a curfe.,”” But as it is impossible for
every individual in a society to conform to, or
comply with this great moral obligation (of
helping the poor) how, or in what manner,
can a poor man aét so as te be useful in his
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turn ¢ The poor man can only render personal
services, aithough his heart be cver so well
disposed to charitable purposes; aund as he
cannot contribute in the manner that others
do, whom Providence has been plezfed to
prosper in their worldly occupations ; he ought
at all times to manifest his gratitude to his
benefattors, by a uniformity of conduét agree-
ably to his situation, and by a strit compliancc
with every religious and moral law that he is
capable of performing.

. Notwithstanding the pradtice of charity is
so highly meritorious, still we find that there
are social obligations, that are equal (if not
superior) which we call gemilut besed ; which
may be translated, recompence of mercy, fa-
vour, piety, according to its literal sense. but
in this expressiun is comprehened every species
of kindness that can be rendered by one man
to another.  For charity is confired to one set
of beings only, whilst piety extends to every
station of this transitory life, in this, the poor
are only bencfitted ; in that both the rich and
the poor aic made equally partakers, the dead
as well as the living, for there 15 not a person
in existence, let him be ever so rich, wise or
strong, but who must socner or later stand in
need of assistance, from lis fellow-creature—
for what avails his riches on a bed of sickness,
without society f What will his wisdom pro-
cure without society ¢ Of what advantage is
his strength when in the last agonies of life,
without socicty ? They are all incapable of
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helping themselves, either in sickness or death
which i; thie lot of mortal man ; to whom then
can he apply in sickness (under God) but to
his associates for the things necessary to restore
him to Lealth ? What is to become of his poor
badily frame when life is departed ¢ Is it to be
left as a prey to the ravenous beasts of the
field, or to the carnivorous birds of the air ?
'What a wretehed condition must he be in who
suffers in cither of these cases without society !
Our rcason, that cmanation of the divine es-
sence, teaches us the necessity of forming so-
cicties, and ‘our necessitics point out the rea-
son of supporting socicties ; and no doubt king
David from this consideration exclaimed, ¢ how
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in umity.”

It hath pleased God to have established us
in this country where we possess every advan-
tage that other citizens of these states enjoy,
and which is as much as we could in reason ex-
pe&t in this captivity, for which let us humbliy
return thanks for his manifold mercies, and
sincerely pray for a continuance of his divine
protetion : Let us not be deficient in acknow-
ledging his power and his goodnefs, and with
one heart supplicaic him to promote the wel-
fare of these states, the United States of Ame-
rica ; to grant wisdom, knowledge and under-
sianding t ers and admu ors e

m_ﬁr_wund cnable them to persevere in
the paths of reftitude, so as to procure peace
and safety to the citizens, both in their persoas

LY P’




[ 24 ]

and their properties; that every man may sit
under his cwn vine and under his own fi3-tree,
when ye shall Bave beaten vour swords into-
ploughk shares and your spe.rs into pruming
hooks.

The many marvellous deliverances that we
have experienced since the time of our redemp-
tion. from Lgypt, are manifest evidences of
our beng under the previdenuial care of the
God of kracl; for ¢ had it pot been that the
Lord was oa our side,”” where should we have
been now? Perhaps not in existence (as 2 pe-
culiar people among all natiens); for of alh
the ancient mauons that were fumous in the
‘world-at the ume of our Leing scttled in oun
ewn:land, there is none remaining but us, whe
I am confident are reserved to answer the par-
ticular purpose of infinite. mercy. He it was
who led our fathers through the Red Sea:on
dry land : He it was who fed them with man.
na in the wildemess for forty years: By his
direftion they were settled in. the holy land :
He it was that destroyed the enemies of our
faith, and subdued those that rose up againse
us, and he it is wha hath preserved us alive,
even as at this day.

For all those benefits, what can we return
but an humble acknowledgment of our depen-
dance an him,. and by a steady observance of
his holy law, endeavor to retain his protec-
tion and mercy ; for we know ourselves to.be
defrierent i gaad works; but, as it is said n
Jer: ch. 14, ¢¢ Qh Lord, though our iniquitics
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testify against us, do thou it for thy name’s
sake, for our back-slidings are many. We have
sinned against thee,”” and again 1t is sid m
holy writ, ¢ He who LOHfC‘SSCth and forsakeih
hus sins shall have mercy.”

From these assurances we are led to expcét,
that a sincere repentance. of our sins, both of a
national or private narure will be remitied
through divine grace, and by an amendment in
our moral and religious condud, in obeying the
voice of God, and the instru&ions of our hcly
prophets, we shall become sensible of the real
blessings that flow from a well regulated soci-
ety, thenshall we know he advantages of liv-
ing tegether in upity; to guard oursclves a-
gainst evil bickerings, discord and schisms, the
fatal copsequences that attended the kingdom
of Isracl by the sg@igrasion made by Jeroboam :

lﬁm&ﬂu{h; sk fadse worship, and the total
overthrow ‘of the separated sribes, was n falt
the prigin of all the ‘evil that hefel the hou-e

of Istaﬂ jealsusies; animositics, envy and all
the trains of ills that ly result from these
Vicigup “passions, w ‘thc cause of a parnal
punishment ; this it was that occasioned both
the Babylonish and-the Roman captivities ;
and had it not been for the hatred and envy
that subsisted among the few remaining Jews
in Jerusalem in the time of Vespasian, they
never would have been conquered in the man-
ner they were : the disresped shewn to each
other, the contemptuous light they held each
pther in, were more powerful weapons against
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themselves, than all the engines or battering
rams brought against them by their adversarics.
Their abominations were many, and their fate
had been foretold long bcforc, by the holy
prophets, but they were so obdurate that they
put ro faith ia their predidtions.  How differ-
ent was their condu®t to those worthies who
were in the timc of the Maccabees, where a
few virtuous men resisted for a long time the
united efforts of all Greece, and at last by their
trust in the God of Israel they finally vanquish-
ed their enemies, and again established them-
sclves in peace i their own territories. This
was owing to their unanimity in council, their
friendly disposition towards cach other, the
respe& they chewed to merit, and the stri¢t at-
tention they paid to God’s holy commandments.

From what has been said iy dear brethren,

you will have observed théz?!aevcral duties we
owe t0o God and man, both as a colle@Give—a
national body ; or as an individual—a private
socicty. It now rests with you to choose
whether you will follow ghe doftrines inculcated
therein, or by a contifance of reprehensible
actions, reject the means that are pointed out
to procure a redemption of all the house of
Isracl. Doces not the sacred scriptures abound
with calls to repentance ! ? And do they not con-
ﬁdcntl) assure us of our glorious restoration,
when that we have returned unto the Lord ?
Can any words bc more expressive than the

ersuasive language made use of by the pro-
phict Ezckiel, ch. xxxiii. ¢ Say unto them, as
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I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasu®©
in the death of the wicked ; but that the wick-
ed turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn
ye, from your evil ways; for why will ye die,
O house of Israel #° And again, in the xxxvi.
chap. it is said, ¢ Therefere say unto the house
of Israel, thus saith the Lord God, I do not
this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for
mine holy name’s sake, which ye havc profaned
among the Heathen, whither ye weat.”

There are those among ye who may say,
wherein have we sinned ? Have we not always
observed the law of God? Have we not tful-
filled every duty specified in the decalogue ?
Have we not at all times abstained from things
unclean ? Have we not continually paid our
adorations to the God of Ifracl? Do we not
look forward with hope and expetation to the
coming of the Messiah, to the resurre&tion of
the dead, and to the state of retribution ?
Wherein then have we sianed, that there
should be need of repentance ?

These are questions that may be asked by
every individual ; and if you will recoliet
what 1 said m the beginning of this discourse,
that it seems as if all mien were answerable for
each other’s actions, you will still find a sufh-
cicnt necessity of repenting, both asa parti-
cular people or a colledtive nation ; that is,
either as Jews, or citizens of these states.
The present apparent calamities, the judgment
of Providence manifcsted by his visitations of
war and pestilence, for some few years paft,
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in various places of the globe, are sure indi-
c¢ations of his wrath in confequence of sin, if
you consid.r these things how can you say with
propriety we have not sinned, we have not
transgressed eicher the preceptive or the mo-
ral law. Are not these circumstances loud
calls to repentance and amendment ?

As we are the living evidences of the unity
of God, of his miraculous interposition when-
ever called upon in truth, it behoves us mm a
more peculiar manner to glorify his name, to
eciebrate his praifes and magnify him above
all Gods, that the heathen may know that
there i1s no God, like our God, and that there
15 nonc else ; that he is 2 God of eompassion
and mercy, continually mwviting sianers to re-
- utance, through the medium of his prophetic
messengers.— Hasten then and confess your-
sclves before him, let your professions and
your adtions correspond, shcw to the sons of
men that you are sincere in your declarations,
and set them an example worthy of imitation,
that they may (as well as yourselves) know
that there is no man living, or ever did live,
but who must in some degree have deviated
from the rule of right even so saith Ecclesias-
tes, ““ for there is rot a juft man upon earth
who docth geod and sinneth not” how then
can we expelt to be cxempt from sin when the
very nature of man is fraib and liable to err !
do we not ¢ontinually find the truth of this as-
serticn? 1f not in eurselves, we discover it in
others.
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Let us then join unanimously in beginning
a reformation of our condud; let us univer-
sally observe the law of Gud ;_ let us meditate
therein both day and night ; let us behave to
cach other as brethren ought—be kind, be
compassionate ; let us assemble in public at the
stated times, and with one voice and one heart
offer up our prayers to our common Father,
who is our heavenly Creator, and hope for his
efficient grace to coadu&t us ia the road of sal-
vation ; let us beseech him to fulfil his divine
promise of restoring us to our own land, as
declared in the prophecies, and that his sanc-
tuary may again be built where we may per-
form our daily obligations, according to the an-
cient instrtutions ; let us instruét cur children
by the pratice of our religious duties, and
teach them to fear, to love and to obey him;
make them sensible of their dependence on
him, te kmow that he is omniprefent, and that :
there is nothing hid from his sight ; that he re-:
wards those who aét justly, and punishes those |
who are refradtory and obeys not his command-
meats ; that be is a God of infinite juitice,
though blended with infinite mercy ; and that
he will again renew the covenant with us, that
he made with our fathers, and he will again |
build up our cities which are desolate, and we
shall dwell therem, and as it is said in Jeremiah
chap. xxii. “ Bchold the days are come, saith
the Lord, thatI will raise unto David, a righte-
ous brauch, and a king fhall reign and profper,
and fhall execute judgment and justice on the




[ 30 1

earth. In his days Judah shall be saved and
Israel shall dwell in safety : and this is his name
whereby he shall be called ; the Lord our
righteousness ; therefore, behold the days
come, saith the Lord, that they shall no more
say, the Lord liveth which brought up the chil-
~dren of Israel out of the land of Egypt.”

¢ But the Lord liveth who brought up and
led the seed of the house of Israel out of the
north country, and from ali countries whither I
have driven them, and they shall dwell in their
own land.”

To ve, ye youths who are present, I shall
now address myself particularly, before I con-
clude. My dear children; it has been sug-
gested to me by some respeftable charatters
ameng us, that a short exhortation to you at
. at this jun&ure would have a general good ten-
- dency towards improving yocur condu, when
assembled to join in prayer with the congrega-
' tion, especially as it would come explanatory
of the reprehensible adtions already fpoken of.

You ought to know that this place is built
merely for a house of prayer, and set apart for
the express purpose of assembling heremn to
worship our creator, and that when you enter
in here you should consider and ¢ know before
whom thou standest” and with all reverence
you are to pay your adorations to the God of
our fathers (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,) who
“hath chesen us from amongst all the nations of
| the"eartl) to be his peculiar treasure, and we
Hind by the scriptures, that whenever we serv.
|
|
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ed God faithfully and obeyed his command--
ments, we were blessed above all others, but
when we forgot the Lord who made us, and
strayed after other Gods, or negle &ed our duti-
ties to him, that we were punished according
to our deserts, untill we repented and amended,
then we were again reinstated in his divine fa-
vour, this happened for a series of years, in
the same unsettled manner; sinning, repent-
ing, and being restored, but at the last we
were so very incorrigible, that we became scat-
tered throughout the world as at this day, and
though we are now so dispersed, the Almigh-
ty has not utterly cast us off for ever, but he
will again colle® us from all parts of the
world. and bring us again to our own land,
provided we behave so as to deserve it, from
the statement of these fadts, you will readily see
how much depends on your moral condué and
manners.

You are likewise to consider that the honor
and reputation of your parents are involved in
your charadters: either they have not done
their duty in teaching you the rules of moral
rectitude ; or that you are undutiful and dis-
obedient children, for it is a maxim hLeld out
universally, that the true charaéer of the peo-
ple of a city, may be known by visiting the
children’s schools ; 1n either case, this must be
repugnant to your feelings, when you come to
reflett on the disagreeable consequences, that
must 1nevitably follow any misdemecanors.

In the 19th ch. of Lev. 17th verse it is writ.




| { 32 ]
, ten thou shilt not hate thy brother in thine
heart; thou shalt in any wise rcbuke thy
? neighbour and not suffer sin upon him ;*° upon
. this principle and {rom an carnest desire to sce
- the rising generation excel in virtue—in reli-
. glon—1 have now- addressed you, aad am
hopes of promoting peace and good order m
this socicty, that we may say with king Dawid,
“How good ard how plczsatt it is for brethren
to dwell together s umty.” - .
© May the great God of Isracl, in whose pre
serice we now stand, bless you, ‘ad all Gf ;on
with every-te mvporal good, and condu& you
safely thiouzh this troublctome life, and pre-
pare your minds ar ighe, that when ke pleases
to cail you heace, you may be ready to appear
before him, and be entited to tnjoy “ eseny
life for evermore.”

- AMEN.

ERRATA.

In Page 7. Line gth rcad decalogue inftead of dia-
logue. | |




