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ReEv. 1. 5.

Remember therefore, from whence thou art
fallen, and Repent, and do the firft Works ;
or elfe I will come unto thee guickly, and

will remove thy Candleflick aut of his Place,
except thou Repent,

HE Words are Part of that Epiftle, which our
Lord vouchfafed to write to the Church of Epbe-

fus by the Hands of St. fobn ; and are an Ex-
hortation to a very great and neceflary Duty: Nothing
being more neceffary, than that Sinners fhould have a
irue Senfe of their Difobedience to the Laws ¢f GOD;

thould Repent of it, and forfake their Sins; and turn to
GOD in Newnefs of Life. The Cafe of all Bodies of
Chriftians, and indeed of all particular Perfons, being the
me now, as was That of the Church of Eplefus formerly,
for of whom may it not be faid, as was faid of that
Church, that they bave kit their firft Love) the Exhor-
:tion confequently will be as applicable to Us, as it was to
Thon,  And as it contains the whole Method, and all

A2 the




4 A Sermon preachd before the

the feveral Acts of Repentance, till it is brought to Per-
fe@ion, 1 have chofen to infift upon it, at this Time efpe-

cially, when Public Authority, the State and Situation of
Things without us, and the internal Convi&tion and Senfe

of every Man's own Mind, call for a more than ordinary

Humiliation.
The Exhortation then confifts of three Parts, contain-

ing the three' moft eminent Acts of Repentance; which
are naturally fubordinate, as the Apoftle has here placed

them.

I. That every Sinner fhould Remember and Confider,
from what State be is fallen.

II. That he thould Repent,

111. ‘That he thould in Fa& return to the Exercife of
thofe Duties, from whence he is fallen; which are
here, with Regard to the former Excellence of the

Church of Epbefus, ftiled The firft Works.

All which is enforced with a terrible Threatening, in
Cafe this Exhortation fhould not have a due Effe¢t; Or
elfe 1 will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
Candleflick out of it’s Place. But 1t 1s at the fame Time
intimated, that they fhould be fpared, if it produced in
them Repentance; Ewxcept thou Repent,

Firf,
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Firft, Then, every Sinner thould Remember and Con-
{ider, from what State be s fallen. As for the Ephefians,
to whom this Exhortation is immediately direCted, it may
reafonably be argued from St, Paul's Epiftic to them, which
is fuppofed to have been written, before he bad feen them,
that this People were even at that Time eminent in the
Chrittian Faith, And as heafterwards made a long Stay with
them®*, it can fcarce be, but that the Apoftle’s daily Preach-
ing and Example muft have raifed them to great Perfection
in the Chriftian Graces and Vistues; and that They, under
thefe Advantages, as much excelled the Chriftians of other
Places, as their City did 1n Grandeur, and Wealth, and
Dignity, the other Cities of Afis, of which itis, in many
ancient Monuments, itil'd the Fuf# or Chief, Yet this
Pertcction did not laft long.  'We had them in this Epiitile
tax'd with having /kfz their firfl Love ; with having cool'd
in their Zeal and AffeCtion for the Gofpel. They are
therefore admonithed to attend to This ; to Remember, how
‘much they had departed from that good Difpofition, with
which they had fet out ; and to renew their former Ardor,
under Penalty of that dreadful Sentence in the Text, of
having Taken from them the Light and Profeflion of the
Goipel, to which they were growing fo indifferent. This
Admonition feems to have made a good Impreflion upon
their Minds; and to have put a Stop to that Defection,
which was beginning among them : Infomuch that St.
Jebn, by whofe Hands they received this Check, was

pleas’d
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6 A Sermon preach'd before the

pleas’d afterwards to fix his Refidence in that City, and
to Honour it with his Prefence even to extreme old Age.

But this Admonition is not only proper to the Epbefians,
who bad been eminent in the Profeffion of the Gofpel;
but extends itfelt to all States and Conditions of Men, when
they have departed from their Duty. And every one, in
order to Repent, and do the prft Works, muft Remember,
from whence be fell by his Difobedience. He muft Remem-
ber, that, while he kept his Innocence, he lived in the Fa-
vour of GOD; under his conftant Care and Proteion in
this Life, and under a certain Expe&ation of eternal Hap-
pinefs in the other, He muft Remember, that, in confe-
quence of This, he enjoy’d a perpetual Calmnefs and Se-
renity of Spirit. ' Whereas now All within him 15 dark;
full of Remorfe and perpetual Upbraidings ; his Soul averfe
from GOD and outcaft from Heaven. He thould con-
fider hikewife, that this Difquiet and Uneafinefs of his
Mind, is not only in Faét his prefent State, but that naturally
and reafonably it ought to be fo: And that it is only the
Foreboding of the eternal Wrath of an offended GO D,
which will moft certainly one Time or other overtake him;
and which, whenever it comes, will come juftly upon him.
For as his Sins have been Many ; fo he fhould Confider,
that they have been attended with great Aggravations, againft
Light and Knowledge ; againft a gracious GOD, and a

moft Reafonable, as well as Holy Law ; againft the Calls

of the Holy Spirit, and the Di@ates of his own Confcience.

This,
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This, or fomething like This, is the Method, which
Private Men muft take in Examining the State and Condi-
tion of their Souls. They muft lay out their Sins before
them, in all their Agpravations, in order to have a due
Senfe of them, and to ufe that deep and folemn Sorrow,
which they require. Not unlike muft be the Proceeding
by Nations of Men, with regard to Public and National
Sins, They muit confider the Corruptions, which over-
fpread the Community, They muft weigh their Guilt,
and acknewledge their Aggravations ; and muft fincere-
ly and devoutly confefs them before GOD ; efpecially
on Days of folemn Humiliation, fuch as This, But
This is no eafy Matter to do. Private Men will per-
haps find it difficult, to Remember accurately even their
own Sins and Fatlings: Who then fhall recount the
Sins of a Whole People, /aden with Inrquity? However,
[ will juft mention a few of them, by which may be
fcen, how unnaturally we have perverted thofe great Bleflings
and Favours of GOD, which fhould have kept us to the
Love and Obedience of him.

By the Reformation it pleafed GOD to fet us free
from that fpiritual Tyranny, which had long prevail'd
over the Word of GOD ; had murder'd and deftroy’d
Many of GOD's faithful Servants, and opprefs'd them
All.  We aere qotllmg for a Time to rewice in this
Light: And a Love of Rebgion, a Zeal for the Ho-
nour of GOD, and a Sobriety of Manners vifibly pre-
vail’ld in the Nation, and made it eminent above it's

Ncighbours<.
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Neighbours, "And if any Period deferves to be diftin-
guifh’d among us with Honour, it feems to be This; when
the general Life and Converfation of the People may be
propofed as our Firf} Works. Butas the firft Tranfports
fubfided, our Zeal cool'd, and we loff our firft Love. In
Time we loft our Modefty. The Lofs of our Modefty
took away with ita great Part of our Honefty, Impudence
and Knavery attack’d our Religion; firft in Merriment and
Jefting; and when it had been made Ridiculous, it was 3
ready Obje&t for Malice, The Proceeding in this Cafe has
‘been not unlike, what was formerly at.Askbens with Socrates,
When an impious Buffoon had expofed him to the Con-
tempt of the Populace, they were foon after prevail'd upon,
to Condemn and put to Death that divine Perfon, whom
they bad been taught to defpife.

Of late a Tribe of impious and flagitious Writers have
fpread their Venom through the Nation, to corrupt it's
Faithand Morals. ~ Chriftianity has been avowedly infulted
and fcoffed at. 'The Worlhip of GOD has been defpifed,
and our Churcnes deferted. And in one Word, Religion has
been reduc’d to the State, we fee it in at Prefent. From
hence has followed a Difiolution of all Bonds of Love and
Union among fellow Subjets: And Fation in a thoufand
Shapes has overwhelm'd us. |

The Reftraints of Rehgion and Virtue having been taken
off, Luxury and Riot, and Fraud and Rapine have grown
to an amazing Height. We feem to have extended our
Commerce to the Ends of the World, chiefly to im-

port
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port fome Folly or Vice, from every other Nation under
Heaven.

For wicked and corrupt as we are, It muft in Juftice be
own’d, that All our Sins are not originally of our own
Produ. Many of our Vices (Some of the blackeft) and
Much of our Luxury, are of foreign Growth, and imported
upon us by the Folly of Such, as run mad atter Refine-
ments. It may be hop'd therefore, il ever this Nation re-
rurn to a fober Senfe of Things, thefe Exotic Vices will be
the more eafily parted with.

But there are fome Faults, which are peculiarly our own;
and which, I doubt, it will not be eafy to find (in the fame
Degree at leaft) in any other Civiized Nation ; I mean
a Difregard to the Worthip of GOD, and a Wantof Re-
verence for Magiftrates. And I join thefe Two together,
becaufe the latter feems naturally to follow from the former.
For when Men have loft all Fear of GQ D, they naturally
withdraw all Honour from his Reprefentative,  As Thefe
are almoft our peculiar Faults, fo are they but of late Ori-
oinal,  Qur Fathers generally fear’d G O D and the King,
and exprefs’d Both, in their Public Worthip of GOD, and
Refpect to Magiitrates.

And Magiftrates themfelves are to confider, whether any
Part of this Fault can be put to their own Account. They
fhould confider, whether They themfeclves give fo good an
Example, as they ought, in their Attendance on Divine
Worfhip. If they find themiclves faulty in this Matter, they
arc not to wonder, 1f their own Honour is leffen’d, in the

B fime
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fame Proportion, that GO D’s is; And that Obedience to
Religion, and the Laws, partake of the fame Fate.

Such a Corruption is a fundamental Leadiny Evil ; In-
troduory of all others ; And therefore fhould be imme-
diately attended to, and reformed; For if it prevail much
longer, Impiety and Barbarity muft overflow the Nation.

One cannot fay, All This proceeds from Ignorance. Men
know their Duty generally well enough. But they value
themfelves in daring to out-brave both Heaven and Earth.
GOD feems theretore to have begun his Controverfy awith us
himf{elf, and to have taken his Caufe into his own Hand.
For the prefent Evils and Judgments, which lie upon us,
are, without Doubt, the Punifhment of our Sins and Tranf-
grefiions againft Heaven.

This 1s the State, 1nto which We are fallen. It becomes
us to acknowledge and adore the Hand of GOD in it.

For it is furely high Time, to lay thefe Things ferioufly
to Heart: And if we do it, 1t can fcarce fail to lead us

to the

Second Thing required in the Text, which 1s, To Repent,
Remember therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and Re-
pent. ‘The Term Repentance is not always ufed in the
fame Latitude. Sometimes it is taken in a larger, and
fometimes 1n a more reftrain’d Senfe. It fometimes com-
prehends under it Sorrow for Sin, Converfion to GO D,
and Bringing forth Fruits worthy of Repentance ; or, as
it 1s exprefsd in the Text, Dornz the frfl Uorks. At

other
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other Times it feems to fignify feparately true Sorrow for
what we have done amifs ; and fincere Wifhing it undone.
But then it is join’d with other Words, which extend it's
Signification ; as here in the Text, Repent, and Do the firft
IWorks : 1n other Places, Repent, and turn to GO D, and
do Works meet for Repentance. For 1 nothing were re-
quired of Men, when they are commanded to Repent, but
only to be Sorry for their Sins; 1 believe, 1t would be no
very difficult Matte}, to perfuade all Sorts of Men to the
Performance of this Duty, upon that {hort Profpe¢t of our
prefent State, which I have juft now laid before you,
Men, who have any Senfe of Religion and Virtue, did
from the Beginning See and Lament the Excefs of Wicked-
nefs, into which we were plunging ourfelves. Their righze-
ous Souls were grieved with Secing and Hearing, from
Day to Day, the unrighteous Deeds, which were datly com-
mitted, and they were conftantly Confefling, and bewailing
them before GOD: And Wicked Men themfclves, when
they fee the Iffue of their Wickednefs, and to what a
miferable State their Sins have brought them, cannot but
wifh, they had not committed them. Unlefs they can delight
in the prefent Diftractions and Dangers of the Nation, they
cannot patiently hear the Invaders of it upbraid us with ou
Corruptions, and alledge thofe Corruptions and Difordere,
as the great Encouragement, which has incited them to
aflault us,  They fay in their Hearts, Their God bas for-
faken them, perfecute them and take them ; for there 1,
wone ¢g deliver them,  They expe@ to find us a difiolute,

B2 abandon’d
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abandon’d People, loft to all Order and Virtue ; and thence

an eafy Prey to an Invader. Can any Englifbman hear this
with Patience? Will he not wifh at leaft, that our Con-

du@ had been otherwife, and not have given any Occafion
or Colour for thefe Reproaches?

Perhaps fuch Refletions may begin to perfuade us, that
Virtue is of fome Ufe to the Public; that Religion is the
Bafis of Society ; that Wicked Men can never be Good
Subjes ; and that Impiety difiolves the whole Bond of
Government. Thefe Things were always plain to confider-
ing Men: It is to be hoped, No One will be o void of
Refle@ion, as not to obferve them for the future,

No Man can be {o foolifh, as not to with, the Nation
were free from the Difhculties and Troubles, 1t 15 in; and
confequently muft be difpleafed with thofe Courfes, which,
by the Confeffion of our Troublers themfelves, have brought
them on us, If therefore This was all, that is in it, Re-
pentance would be no fuch difficult Matter, as it is com-
monly reprefented. But we are to go much further; We
are to confider ourfelves, as under the Divine Difpleafure ;
and are with Confeffion, and Prayers, and great Humulia-
tion to endeavour to raife up in ourfelves a true Abhorrence
of our Sins, a Shame and Sorrow for them ; and while we
aGually break them off, by Ceafing to d» E<vil, make
{trong Refolutions againft Turning to them again.

This is the Repentance, to which we are called : It 1s
not a formal Acknowledgment, that we are Sinners, and

a flight Calling upon GOD for Mercy ;5 but it 15 a total
and
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and immediate Forfaking of our Sins, and Turning to
G O D, which can give us any Hopes of the Divine Pro-
teGtion. And furely, if ever there was a more than ordi-
nary Occafion for this National R epentance, 'tis the Prefent ;
When our Lives, our Liberty, our Religion, are actually
attack’d by One, who pretends a Right to difpofe of them
all at his Pleafure, and to reduce us to the loweft Dcgree of
Servitude and Mifery, without Property, and without Laws,
He has already, by his own fingle Authority, pretended to
annul one Fundamental Law ot our Prefent Settlement;
and pluinly tells us, that all our Laws, made for above
half a Century paft, are without Authority. And his
Pretenfions are fupported by the moft Potent Princes of
Europe, combin'd together for our Deftruction, In fo
dreadful a Conjun&ure as this, to Whom can we fly for
Relief, but to GOD alone, who fo loudly calls upon us
to return to Him? |

Thirdly, But This is not All, which is required of us in
the Text. We muft not only ceafe to do Evil, but e
muft learn to do well, We muft betake onrfelves to all
Godlinefs and Virtue of Living; or, as it is exprefs'd in
the Text, muft do the fir} Works; that is, fuch Works,
o the Ephe/ans were eminent for, upon their firft Con-
verfion to Chriftianity ; when they were in earncft, and
their Zeal was ftrong for the Honour of God, and the
Intereft of Virtue, ’'Tis to thefe Times, that our Lord
in this Epiftle calls them back, and fets before them their
own Example to copy after, And, I doubt, We of thefe

later
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later Ages muft be referred to the fame Time, and afcend
up to the Firft, before we fhall be able to find Any, we
can, in all Things, propofe to ourfelves to follow. And
the higher we zicend, the better; till we come to that
perfe@ Pattern, who left us an Example, that we fhould
Jollow bis Steps,  "Tis to Him that Chriftians are to leok,
to form themfclves by Him ; and to endeavour to become
Holy in all Manner of Converfation, even as be is Holy,
If we would propofe This to ourfelves, we {hould need no

other Example or Precept.  This may fufhce for all Pri-
vate Perfons.

And Chriftian Kingdoms and States being founded up-
on Laws, agrecable to the Gofpel of Chrift, and in all
religious and moral Concerns, derived from it, are to be
adminifter’d according to it. And thefe Laws, having
fuch a Reterence to, and Dependence on the Gofpel, are
to be confider'd and obey'd, as bound upon Men by the
Will of God. Occafional accidental Matters may be va-
ried, being proper or improper, according as the Circum-
ftances of the Commonwealth vary, But Original Fun-
damental Points are always the fame, They fubfift through
all Tumes, and the Public is always to be adminifter'd
with a Sacred Regard to them.

Such are the Principles of Religion and Morality, which
are enjoin’d by the Laws, and woven into, and fupported
by them, If thefe are at any Time injured, the whole
Community muft be in a fickly and diforder’d Condition.
If thercfore the Commonwealth appear at any Time to be

1)
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in a languithing or a violent State; Attention thould be
immediately had to thefe Sacred Fundamental Rules; to
fee, how they have been obferved : And if it {hall appear,
that the Diforders complain’d o, arife from 2 Negle@ o
thefe Maxims, it w:ill Le very evident, that the Cure na-
turally muit be, to return to the Oblervance of them.
Better and wifer Laws, than fuch as are eftablifhd in
this Land, for the Support of Religion and Virtue, I fup-
pofe, fall to the Share of few Chriftian States. And vet
fo it 15, and muft with Shame be confefs'd, that thefe
Laws have by no Means attain’d theirr End; and that
Religion and Virtue are not fupported in the Manner, the
Laws prefcribe.  The Reafon of which is plain. The
Laws themlelves are but a dead Letter, till they are ani-
mated by a wife and vigorous Execution. And if there
were no Failure in the Execution, I think it is quite im-

pofiible, that fo much Impiety and Wickednefs fhould
prevail in this Nation,

I am not pleading for Forms, or for a Reftraint on
peaceable confcientious Men of any Kind, in their Ways
of Divine Worfhip, according to the beft of their Under-
ftanding, judging in the Fear of God. I think Liberty of
that Kind fhould be indulged, as far as the Truth and Spiris
of Chriftianity, and the Good of the Commonwealth wi!]
permit.  But no Society of Rational Creatures fhould per-
mit the Majefty of the Maker and Governor of the World
to be infulted.  All Laws thould be at perpetual srrecon-
clieable Enmity with Vice and Wickednels of all Sorts,

And



16 A Sermon preach'd before the

And fo, GOD be praifed, our Laws in themfelves are,
And yet what is the Face of Things before us? I have
no Heart to fpeak my own Sentiments of thefe Things i
their proper Expreflions. Our Enemies triumph 1n Pro-
claiming our Shame: And I have no Difpofition to add to
their Pleafure, But yet, that Things are exceedingly out
of Order, the mildeft Man muft confefs. And 1t 1s too
fenfibly felt, that GOD 1is provoked, and has fent hi,
Judgments upon us for this Reafon. What therefore {hall
we do to difarm his Vengeance, and appeafe him towards
us? I have before faid, the Chriftian Magiitrate’s Rule
arc the Laws of the Land, drawn from, and grounded
upon the Chriftian Revelation. The Laws therefore are
impartially and feverely to be executed, and their Edge
turned againft all Wickednefs. They, who are entrufted
with the Execution of them, are to confider Themfelves,
as the Miniflers of God; appointed on Purpofe fo execute
Wrath againft Them, that do Evil; and muft not bear
the Sword in vain. 1f they wilfully and corruptly omit
This, they are juftly refponfible for all the Mifchiefs, con-
fequent upon their Negligence. Magiftrates hkewife are
confcientioufly in their own Perfons to give a good Ex-
ample of Piety towards GOD ; fhewing by their public
Reverence and Worfhip of Him, that they are perfuaded,
They have Themfelves a Mafter and Judge in Heaven,
to whom they are accountable. Thus they are by their
{tri¢t Regard to all the Rules of Righteoufnefs, and by an
upright Execution of the Laws againft all Impiety and

Immo-
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Immorality, to endeavour to bring Men back to the Praice
of Religion and Virtue. If thefe Things were done, they
would be the likelieft Means of producing a general Re‘or-
mation ; and would give us Grounds to hope for GO D’s
Favoar and Blefling, and for his Protection in all Dangers,
and againft all Enemues.

Thus I have gone thro’ the feveral Branches of this
weighty Exhortation, and have applied it both to Private
Chriftians, and to whole Bodies of Chrittian Communi-
ties; And have, in fome Meafure, cndeavour'd to fhew,
what it requires of Both in their {cveral Capacities.

There remains that terrible Threatening, wherewith our
Lord enforces this Admonition upon all Chriftians ; Which
15 in thefe Words, Elfe I awill come unto Thee quickly, and
will remove thy Candleflick out of 1t's Place, except Thou
Repent. 'The Threat of our Lord’s Coming to them, is ex-
preflive of his Coming to them to Judgment ; to take
Vengeance on them for their Departing from the Love of
G O D and Regard to his Gofpel. And the Vengeance i
cxprefs'd by Removing their Candleflick out of it's Place.

It appears from the 20th Verfe of the foregoing Chapter,
that @ Candleftick is here ufed, as an Emblem of a Chriftian
Church ; The feven Candieflicks are the jeven Churches.
So that Remouving the Candleflick out of 1£'s Place muft
fiznify the Taking away the Chriftian Church; the Light
and Profefiion and Bleffings of the Golpel, trom any People
Which muit leave them in fo forlorn and helplefs a Con-
dition, that no Exhortation afterwards could do them any

C Good
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Good. It would be to no purpofe to admonith Perfons in
this State to Repent. For Repentance itfelf could do them
no Service ; It being owing to the Terms and Faith of
the Gefpel alone, that Men's Sins are forgiven upon their
Repentance. And if the Terms and Privileges of the Gofjel
were taken away, Men would unavoidably be conclud-
ed under their Sins; and would have no Means left of
Removing the Guilt, or Avoiding the Punifhment of
them. And the People, who before rejoiced in the Gofpel
Covenant, would be cut off from their Relation to G Q D
by the Gofpel; and be left to mix with the other Nations
of the Earth, under their Idolatries and Corruptions.

In what Manner GO D was pleas’d to execute this Threat

on the Epbefans, may be feen in the Hiftories of thofe
feveral Ages, fince he began to enter into Judgment with
them, How at feveral Times He let in Infidel Nations
upon them, who opprefs’d and enflaved them, till at length
by the long Prevalence of the Infidel Yoke upon all that
Part of the World, the Profeffion of the Chriftian Faith,

and almoft the very Being of Chriftian Men there, became
wholly Extinct.

There 1s indeed no Infidel Nation near enough, to be
ready to Execute the Like Vengeance upon Us, in Cafe we
thould go on 1n like Impenitence and Difobedience, under
all GOD?’ gracious Calls to Amendment, But INames
and Titles fignify but little: And if the Truth and Pro-
feflion of the Gofpel be taken away from us, it will make
no great Difterence, whether it be taken away 1y Men,
who are calied Cériftians or Infitcls, The
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The prefent Attack upon us is in Favour of a bloody
Superftition, which retains little of Chriftianity but the
Name ; and under the Denomination of Chrifiian, has
in many Inftances reftor'd the ancient Heathen ldolatry,

And what great Advantage is it to preferve the Name,
when the Subftance 1s loft ? If we are forced to fubmit to

Heathenifh Practices, 1t will be very fmall Comfort, that
they are impos’d upon us by a Body of Men, who claim
to themfelves alone the Title of the Chriffian Church.
It we are forced to pray to New Qbselts of Worthip, it
will be but little Difference, whether you call them Angels
and Saints, otr De@mons and Heroes, If we muit fall
down to Stocks and Stones, we may as well worthip the
Statue of Bacchus or Hercules, as of Anthony or Dominic.
The Idolatry 1s the fame in either Cafe ; only the Object
of it is in the one Cafe ftil'd by a Heathen, and in the
other by a Chriftian Name. If the Scriptares are put to
Silence and over-rul'd, and we are obliged to take them, not
in their own natural Meaning, but according to Interpre-
tions contrary to all Senfe and Reafon, it is of no great
Confequence, whether we have any Scriptures at all, or
not. If, I fay, we muft fubmit to the Ditates of that
Church, which impofes thefe Things, How would the
Light of the Gofpel be in many Points better fecured to
us under the Eftablifhment of Popery, than of Heatheni/m
itfelf ?

This Nation bas, ever {ince the Reformation, been the
Object of Envy and Hatred to the whole Body of the

C » Church
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Church of Rome: The Head of which Body has, without
ceafing, by Threats and Promifes and Applications of all
Kinds, been inftigating all Popifh Princes againft us: And
his even now fent into our very Bowels an Inftrument,
Born and Nurs'd up almoft in his own Houfhold, and In-
ftructed and Asm’d by himfcl?, for the Purpofe of fubju-
gating us to the Popifh Yoke.  Should God in his Wrath
give Succefs to this impious Attempt, our Lot muft be,
aboye all others, which ever befel the unhappieft of the
¢ons of Men, moft deplorable and moft helplefs : Driven
again vnler an Idolatrous Yoke, which was fo magnani.
moufly thaken off by our noble Anceftors, who /ved 7ot
their Lives, but gave them up unto Death, ylelding them-
felves up a Burnt Sacrifice to God, for the Sake of his
Truth. The fame Mockings and Scourgings, and Bonds
and Imprifonments and Cruel Deaths would be aéted over
again ; and every one muft be content to Submit to them,
who would not bafely and wickedly renounce his Reafon,
his Conicience, and his God.  That This 1s no tragical
Aggravation of this Matter, the Experience of this Nation,
and the Prattice of that Church 1 all Countries, where
toey have had Power, makes very Evident,  The Hifto-
ries of whole Ages are {carce any thinz, but Accounts of
their Crufadoes, and National Maffacres, whercin whole
People have at once been expofed to Butchery, And we
of this Nation may certainly expe& « double Portion ot
their Refentment, 1n Revenge of our having fo long, not
only withdrawn curlelves from their Yoke, but alio haviny

lﬁ:clt
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been the Public Afylum and Prote€tors of all Nations and
Perfons, who have dar'd to Proteft againit their Corruptions.

In the two Popifh Reigns fince the Reformation, amidft
all the Fears and Sufferings of thofe Times, there was ftill
fome comtortable Hope and Profpect, that the Evils would
not laft long; and that fomc Others of the Royal Stack,
being Proteftants, would re-citablith Peace and Truth. And
fo thro’ the Mercy of GOD 1t happen’d in both Inftances.
Butour prefent Profpe&t 1s confin’d intirely toTiis Line of the
Royal Family ; and if 1t fhould pleate G O D to take it fron,
us, our futureProfpect would be all over gloomy; Tyrants and
Perfecutors without one Ray of Light and Comfort. This
Confideration alone were f{ufficient to endear his Majefly
and bis Iffue to us, that they arc under GOD, our only
Hope and Protetion, even 1t their Own Royal Virtues did
not recommend them to our Love and Reverence,

If there are any fo impious, as not to be moved with
the Corruptions and Impieties of Popery, they are like to
be fuch, as have no fmall Rcgard to their own Interefts.
Such therefore would do well to confider, that their
moit valuable Interefts and Pofleflions have only the fame
lecal Security with their Religion; that, if the Proteftant
Church be deftroy’d, their Liberties and Propertics will po
along with 1t ; that they have no other Tenure in the one,
than they have in the other; and that this fame Attempt s
aireted againft Both.  Bur T will not infift upon This,
For the Time would fail me but juit to mention all the

Fvils
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Evilsand the wide Deftru&ion, which Popery would bring

along with 1t.

This is the Meaning of Removing the Candleflick out of
it's Place ; and thefe are the Confequences and Effeéts of
fuch 2 Removal. All which laid together, in their {piritual
and temporal Views, make This the moft dreadful Judg-
ment, which is poffible to be inflied in this Life; com-
prehenfive of everyEvil, which Chriftians and Men can fuffr
or dread.

There remains only to take Notice, That this dreadful
Judgment 1s denounced only in Cafe of Impenitence : If
we are Jed to Repentance by it, the Judgment will not come
upon us ; 1 will Remove thy Candleflick out of 1t’s Place,
except Thou Repent. So that if we Repent, it will not be
Removed, and this Vengeance fhall not fall upon us. Thefc
Threatenings are denounc’d on purpofe, that Men may take
Warning, and torn from their evil Ways and avoid them.
Why will ye die, O Houfe of Iftael? Turn ye from Your evil
Ways and Live. All Threatenings and all Promifes made
to Nations are Conditional : The Completion of them either
for Good or Evil depends upon their own Behaviour. Pious
and Obedient People entitle themfelves to all the Favours and
Bleflings of G O D’s Promifes; the Wicked and Incorrigi-
ble draw down upon their own Heads all the Scourges and
Judgments, He has threatened. So that if we Perifh, our

Deftru&ion muft be from OQurfelves; from our own Impic-

ties and Vices, which we will not be perfuaded to Part with.
He:
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How often would 1 have gatberedYou, as a Hen gatberetls
ber Chickens under ber Wings, and ye would net ?

In one Word ; we fee our Duty, we fee our Danger, and
the only Means of cfcaping it. 1f we be Obedient, A/
Things fhall Work together for Good to us; but if we con-
tinue Difobedient, there remains onlyTribulation and Wrath,
and the fad Effe@s of it. G OD grant, that as we Se¢, fo
we may ¢ this our Day, Do the Things, which belong to
our Peace, before they be bid from our Eyes !

The E N D.
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