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A SERMON,
&c.

II. CHRON. XXXIL 7, 8.

“BE STRONG and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the
 king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him s for there
be more with us, than with hkim. With him is an arm of flesh, but with
us i3 the Lord our God, to help us, and to fight our battles. And the
people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah, king of Judah®

SENNACHERMB, king of Assyria, had invaded
Judea. After he had taken severa! fortified cities, he
threatened also to besiege Jorusalem. the metropolis
of the kingdom. ¢¢And when Hezekiah saw, that
Sennacherib was eome, and that he was purposed to
fight against Jerusalem,” he made preparations to
sustain a siege and to defend the city. ¢ He set cap-
tains of war over the people, and gathered them to-
gether to him in the street of the gate of the city, and
‘spake comfortably to them, saying, in the language
of our text: Be strong and courageaus, be not afraid
nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the
multitude that is with him,” &e.

Our design, in this discourse, is to speak—

I. Of the grounds of Hezekiah’s confidence in
the divine protection,

II. Of the proPrIETY of his confidence.
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I. We are to speak of the grounds of Hezekial'’s
confidence in divine protection :—And we would men-
tion,

1st. 'Chat his having greatly reformed the nation,
was a proper ground of his confidence,

When Hezekiah ascended the throne of Judah,
the nation was grossly devoted to almost every species
of idolatry. He therefore immediately inade vigorous
exertions to abolish all idolatrous rites and institu-
tions. and to restore the worship of the true God.
¢ In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he
opened the doors of the house of the Lord and repair-
ed them. And he brought in the Priests and the Le-
vites, and said unto them, hear me ye Levites ; sanc-
tify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the
Lord God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthi-
ness out of the holy place. I‘or our fathers have tres-
passed, and have done that, which was evil in the eyes
of the Lord our God, and have forsaken him, and
have turned away their faces from the habitation of
the Lord, and turned their backs.” After the house
of the Lord, and the Priests and the Levites, agreeably
to the directions of Hezekiah, were sanctified, he di-
rected the offering of the different sacrifices, prescrib-
ed by the law of Moses: and his directior was obeyed.
Next he issued a proclamation, requiring all Israel
and Judah, to come to the house of the Lord at Jeru-
salem, to keep the passover unto the Lord God of
Israel. A great number assembled at Jerusalem, and
kept the feast, not only seven days. the time preseribed
by Moses; but s¢ the whole assembly took counsel to
keep other seven days: and they kept other seven days
with gladness. So there was great joy in Jerusalem :
for since the time of Solomon, the son of David, king
of Israel, there was not the like in Jerusalem.”
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Next Hezekiah demolished all the objects of idol-
atrous worship which were in the land. « All Israel
went out to the cities of Judah, and brake the images
in pieces, and cut down tle groves, and threw down the
high piaces and the altars out of all Judah and Benja-
min, in Ephraim also and Menasseh, until they had ut-
terly destroyed them all.”” He also commanded, that
the tythes prescribed by Moses, shoufd be given to the
Priests. ¢ Moreover Hezekizsh commanded the people,
that dwelt in Jerusalem to give the portion of the
Priests and Levites, that they might be encouraged in
the law of the Lord.”” As Hezekiah was convinced,
that the wrath of God was upon Judah, because they
had forsaken his worship and devoted themselves to
idolatry, and wickedness of various kinds, he justly
considered their reformation as a proper ground for
his confidence, that the Lord would again bless and
protect them.

2dly. Another ground of Hezekiak’s confidence
was, that Sennacherib had biasphemed the God of the
Jews—had set at defiance his power to save them—
and ridiculed their confidence in the divine protection.

¢¢ Who was there (saith he) among all the Gods of
those nations, that my fathers utterly destroyed, that
could deliver his people out of mine hand, that your
God should be able to deliver you out ¢f mine hand?
He wrote also letters to rail on the Lord God of Isr.
el and to speak against him saying, as the Gods of the
nations o! other lands have not delivered their people
out of mine hand, so shall not the God of Hezekiah de-
liver his people out of mine hand.”” Here Sennache-
rib not only delies the divine power and blasphemes
the Lord God of Israel, the only true God ; but sets
in competition with him and his power, the idols of the
heathen and their power. Hezekiah therefore enter-
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tained a conldence, that God would for the sake of
his glery, interpose for the deliverance of Judah from
their enemies, He confidently expected, that God, by
an extraordinary exertion of his power, would shew the
Assyrians, that Israel’s God was not like the Gods of
Hamath and Arpad, of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivah,
which were not able to deliver their worshippers ; but
that he was omnipotent to deliver all, who put their
confidence in him. 'Thus God would vindieate his cha-
racter against the revilings and blasphemies of Sen-
nacherib, exalt himself above all Gods and display his
glory to all nations. That this was one ground of He-
zekiah’s confidence is evident from part of his prayer
on this occasion. Thus he coneludes his prayer;
¢¢ Now therefore, () Lord our God, I beseech thee,
save thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of
the earth may know thut thou art the Lord God, even
thou only.”

3dly. Another ground of Hezekiah’s confidence
was, that Sennacherib relied entirely upon his own
prowess and the greatness of his armies ; but he bim-
self placed all his dependence upon God.

« With him (saith Hezekiah) is an arm of flesh, but
with us is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our
battles.”” Sennacherib vaunted much of the power,
which he had manifested in the destruction of other na-
tions and cities; and he boasted, that he had the same
power to destroy Jerusalem. But God abhorreth the
proud and self-confident. He humbleth those that
exalt themselves. ¢ Pride goeth before destruction,
and a haughty spirit before a fall. 'The day of the
Lord of hosts shall be upon every one, that is proud
and lofty, and upon every one, that is lifted up, and
he shall be broughtlow. 'T'hus saith the Lord, cursed
be the man, that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
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arm. But blessed is tlis man that trustech in the

Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.”” This natarally
introduces to the

I1. Head, viz. to illustrate and prove the propriety
of Hezekiah’s confidence in the divine proiection, and
of his animating exhortation to his captains.

From the grounds which we have just stated, He-
zekiah was confident, that the Lord would be with
him and his people. This being the case, there was
the utmost propriety in his confidence of protection.
Ifthe omnipotent Jehovah was for him, nothing could
be against him. Who can have any strength against
Omanipotence. ¢ All nations hefore God are as noth-
ing, and they are counted to him as less than nothing,
and vanity. It is he thatsitteth upon the circle of the
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers ;
that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and
spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in ; that bring-
eth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of
the earth as vanity.”” What is man then that he
should defy the power of God ! How insignificant
are whole armies of men, when epposed to the Lord of
Hosts, the God of armies? God at first spake them in-
to existence, and whenever he gives the command, they
crumble into dust. How absurd was it for Sennache-
rib, even with the multitude that was with him to pre-
sume that he should prevail against the King of Ju-
dah and his people, when Hezekiah could confidently
say, that ¢ there was more with them than with him.”
In this expression Hezekiah doubtless had reference to
the myriads of Angels, which i;0d can at any moment
send forth, either for the protection of his people, or
for the destruction of his enemies. This expression
of Hezekiah may be well illustrated by referring to
the case of Klisha, recorded in the 6th chap. of the
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2d. book of Kings. A Syrian host compassed the city,
where the prephet was, both with horses and char-
iots : ¢ and Elisha’s servant said unto him, alas! my
master, how shall we do? And he answered, fear not,
for they that be with us are wore than they that be
with them. And Elisha prayed and said, Lord I pray
thee open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord
opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw : and
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of
fire round about Elisha.” The Psalmist says; ¢ The
chariots of God are twenty thousand even thousands
of Angels.” Whatearthly potentate ihen, even with
all his armies, can successfully oppose the King of
Kings ? who canina moment marshal an innumerable
host of Angels, ¢ that excel in strength.” And who
shall not be safe under the banner of the Almighty ?
With great propriety then did Hezekiah confidently
expect protection for himself and his people, when he
knew, that ¢the Lord their God was with them to
help them, and to fight their battles.”

Again, the covenant, which. God made with the nz-
iion of Israel, proves the propriety of Hezekiah’s con-
fident hope of protection. 1In this covenant the Lord
engaged to the children of Israel saying ; ¢ If ye walk
in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do
them, ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fail
before you by the sword. And tive of you shall chase
an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thou-
sand to flight, and your enemies shall fall before you
by the sword. And 1 will establish my covenant with
you. And I will walk among you and will be your God,
and ye shall be wy people.” Now God is frithful to
his covenant. ¢ [ie is not man that he should change,
or the son of man that he should lye.” Since then
Hezekiah had reformed the nation, and ¢caused them to
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keep the statutes and ecommandments of the Lord, he
with thre utinost propriety coetertained a confidence,
that God would, on his part, fuliil his covenant. e
had noticed too, that God had always nitherto been
fuithful to his promises. Without a single exception
whenever the Isvaelites were observart of the divine
ordinances, and instilutions, they still trivmphed over
their enemies, 'This leads me to observe,

Farthier, that the mumerous instances of God’s spe-
cial interference in hehalf of his people, when beset by
their enemies, evince the propriety of Hezekiah’s con-
fidence in the divine protection. Of the many instan-
ces of this deseription, which are recordedin the serip-
tures we shall quote only one or two. In the reign of
Jelioram, king of Israel, Benhadad the king of Syria,
besieged Samaria, the capital eity of the ten tribes so
long and so closeiy that the women eat their own in-
fants. But ¢ the Lord made the host of the Syrians
to hear a noise of ckariots and a noise of horses, even
the noise of a great host ; and they suid one to ancth-
er, Lo, the King of Israel hath hired against us the
Kings of the Hittites, and the Kings of the Egyptians,
to come upon us. Wherefoie they arose and fled in
the twilight, and left their tents and their horses, and
their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their
life.  And messengers of the King of Israel went af-
ter them unto Jordan ; and lo, all the way was full
of zarments and vessels, whici the Syrians had cast
away in their haste.”” 1In the reign of Ahab, the
King of Syria with an immense army besieged Sam-
aria. ¢ And behold, there came a Prophet unto Ahab
King of Israel saying; 'Thus saith the Lovd, hast
thon seen all this great maltitude ? behold 1 will de-
liver it into thine hand this day . and thou shalt knew

that 1 am the Lord. And Ahab numbered the young
B
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men of the princes of the provinces, and they were
232: and after then. he numbered all the people. even
all the children of Israel, being 7,000. So these
yor.ag men of the princes of the provinces came out
ot the city and the army, which follewed thex. And
they slew every one his man : and the Syrians fled and
Israel pursued them; and Benhadad the King of Syr-
ia escaped on a horse with the horsemen.” 'The Syr-
ians having conjectured, that the Gods of Tsrael were
(iods of the hills, and therefore Israel had defeated
thern, came up again to fight against them in the plain.
¢ And Benhadad numbered the Syrians and went up
to Aphek to fight against 1srael. And the children of
Ecrael were numbered, and were all present, and went
against them ; and the children of Israel pitched before
thera, like two little flocks of kids ; but the Syrians
filled the country. And they pitched one over against
the other seven days ; and so it was, thatin the sev-
enth day the hattle was joined and ke ckildren of Is-
rael slew of the Syrians 100,000 footmen in one day.
But the rest fled to Aphek into the city, and there a
wall fell upon 27,000 of the men that were left. And
Renhadad iied and came into the eity iito an inner
chamber.,”” Such was the excess of numbers in both
these instances in faver of the Syrians, thai, agreeably
to the promise of (zod, it might, with respect to the
Israelites be literally said that one man chwsed a thou-
sand,

Lastly, the result in the case before n's shewed al-
so the propriety of Hezekiah’s confidence of protec-
tion. Ai! (his was the ha py resuit: ¢ The Lord
sent an Angel, who cut off all the mighty men of valor
and the ieaders and ezptains in the camp of the King
of Assyria : sohe returned with shame of face to his
own land. And when he was come iato the house of
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his God, his own sons slew him there with the sword.
Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, from the hand of Sennacherib the king of
Assyria, and from the hand of all other, and guided
them on evory side. And many brought gifts unto the
Lord to Jerusalem and presents to Hezekiah king of
Judah; so that he was magnified in the sight of all na-
tions from thenceforth.” Hence the propriety of He-
zekiah’s confident expectations of protection and de-
liverance appears abundantly evident. He therefore
very properly addressed his captains in the animating
words of our text; saying, ¢ Be strong and courage-
ous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyr-
ia, nor for all the multitude, that is with him; for
ther . De more with us, than with him. With him is
an arm of flesh ; but with us is the Lord our God, to
help us and to fight our battles.”

Let us now, my hearers, inquire whether we, as a
nation, have any just grounds to entertain the same
confidence of protection and deliverance, wvhich Heze-
kiah entertained. Gloomy and discouraging as our
situation may appear, we presume we have some
grounds for the same confidence. And

1st. The difference between the nature and charac-
ter of the two governments (I mean our own govern-
ment and that of our enemies) is one ground for con-
fident hope of protection, and of a termination of the
war favorable to our nation. Here I shall eonsider
myself as speaking to those, who believe, that the Gos-
pel, in its purity and with its native influence, shall,
at some period, and a period too perhaps not far dis-
tant, prevail througout the world.
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"The government of our enemies iy in structure or
theory, us well as practice, antichristian®, It oppo-

* Antichristian means opposed to Christ, or to the propagation of
the christian religion in its simplicity and purity. To constitute a
government then antichristian, it is not necessary that it be subject
to the Pope, who is emphatically called anticlirist.  The reformation
of England, thevefore, from popery, does not free her from the charge
of being antichristian. It only frees her from the charge of untichris.
tian papacy. 1tis doubted however, by some, whether her reformation
has been great enough to free her even from this charge.  The union
of cirurch und state, 1t is supposed, bears some resemblance te amark
of the beast. When, therefore, the author of this disconrse calls the
government of England antichristian, he does ‘'not mean that it is in
no degree reformed from popery, or that its prince, who is the head
of the church, is emphatically the antichrist. He is pleased too, to
find, that the Episcopal church in this country, tho® they trace their
origin to the churcl: of England, do not contemplate her as the origin
of their church in her established form, as connected with the civil
government, and supported by it. The following is an extract from
a sermon delivered by Bishop Hobart at the opening of the General
Convention, May 18, 1814. *Inboasting of our origin from the church
of England, the preacher does not contemplate her as enriched witl
secular wealth, adorned with secular honors, or defended by the
secular arm. Of the policy of this union of the civil and. ecclesiasti-
cal authority, so that the latter in exchange for the wealth and patro-
nage of the former, relinquishes a portion ¢f her legitimate spiritual
pewers, and is in danger of being viewed as the mere creature of hu-
man institution, and of being made the engine of state policy, there
have been sound churchmen, even of her own ¢communion, who have
entertainea serious doubts.

Nor is the church of Fngland contemplated in connexion with the
character or conduct of the government or nation where she is estab-
lished, concerning which, wise and good men (and within the know-
ledge of him, who addresses you,) correct and exemplary churchmen
entertain very different opinions ; and your preacher would deprecate
as unsound in principle and most impolitic in its results, any connexion
of our church, as a religious communion, with the principles and views
of political parties.

Nor does he contemplate the church of England in that particular
organization of her government, and those local ecclesiastical ap-
pendages, which involve no essential principle of church order.
But in hoasting our origin from the church of England, hc views her
merely as a spiritual society, possessing the faith, the order, and the
worship, which were the characteristics and the glory of the primitive
ages of the church.”

The author of this discourse will not therefore in his strictures on
the British government, be considered as even insinuating any re-
flections against the Episcopal church in this country. His stric ures
refer only to the establishment. And if the intimation, just quoted,
(viz. that the church in consequence of the establishment ¢ relin-
quishes a portion of her legitimate spiritual power”) be correct, the
establishment must be antichristian; for it is certainly contrary to
the authority given by Christ to his church. To her and her officers,
and to them alone, without any civil connexion, ¢ the keys of the
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ses many obstacles to the propagation of the Gospel
in its purity. It unites the kingdom of Christ with
the kingdom of the world. Xt makes the king of the
nation the head of the church.; [t requires, that ey-
ery civil officer shall, by taking the holy sacrament of
the Lord’s supper, declare himself. though an infidel,
to be a believer—though evidently, iy wicked works
a.member of Satan’s Kingdom, to be a visible member
of the Kingdom of Christ. It constitutes ministers of
the Gospel lords temporal, as well as spiritual lords,
and endows them, whether worthy or unworthy, with
exorbitant revenues. Many who hold this sacred of-
fice, having bsen appointed to it, without even the
smallest claim to morality or piety, slord it over
God’s heritage.” 'The gross and abominable abuses,
which have resulted from this system, are weli known
to all, who are acquainted with that government. The
Prince, who is declared Lo be tlie head-of the church
of Christ, which, like its founder, ought to be pni*e”a‘nd
holy, is often at the head, is often the leader, in every
thing, that is unholy, licentious, and profane. Many
of the Bishops, who are appointed fo sevve at the ho-
iy altar of the Lord, arc infamous for their irreligious
priuciples and dissolute morals. Whilst they too en-

kingdom are given.” But Bishop Hobart declares that his church
doces not trace its origin to the estublisivd church of England, or
which is the same thing to her “enriched with secular wealth, adorn-
ed with secular honors, or dzfended by the seculur arm, or in that
particular organization of her government and local ecclesiastical
appendages.” Of a church of England without these the author of
tlis discourse has never heard. Divest the church in England of
these and it is no longer (appellatively) the church of England. 1t has
lost 1ts primary essential mode. Why 1is it called the church of
England ? Certainly not as “ merely a spiritual society,” but because
it is estublished by the government of England. Since then the Bishop
has chosen for their origin, a church, of which the author of this dis-
course i1as never heard, he cannot be considered as reflecting even
against the origin of the Episcopal church in this country.

t See Blackstone, vol.I. page 279.
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joy large revenues, though they live in idlencss, the
curates, who perform the chief labour of parochial
duty, have scarcely the means of subsistence. The
test of civil office is frequently an instance of the gros-
sest perjury, and has the greatest tendency to bring
reproach upon the christian religion ; nay to exhibit it
as a mere name, destitute of any reality, a mere tech-
nical form without substance. If then the Goospel i
te prevail in its purity, every such government must
be totally overturned. The gospel church knows no
head but Christ. It, every wher: in the New Testa-
ment, is represented, as perfectly distinet from the
kingdoms of this world. 'The gospel contemplates all
men as brethren, as born equal. None of its laws or
institutions give authority to oppress the diligent ;
nor to bestow rich livings upon the indolcnt. Its or-
dinances, being spiritual, were never intended te be a
test for temporal preferment.

Besides, the 1and of our enemies is stained with the
blood of the saints. Not¢ oniy, whilst it was under Pa-
pal jurisdiction, did its rulers immure in prisons, put
to the torture and burn at the stake thou.ands of mar-
tyrs, but even, since it became a protestant land, it
has been stained with the blood of the persecuted.
The blood therefore of all these saints cries to heav-
en for vengeance ; and its cry will be heard. And
though under the present administration of that gov-
ernment, there has been no direct religious persecu-
tion, political intolerance has raged to a degree with-
out a parallel, and has shed the blood of thousands.
I say direet; for the test of civil office is a species of
persecution. It is true the people of England have of
late done more, and are still doing more for the prop-
agation of the gospel, thun any other nation in the
world. But we must make a distinction between the
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acts of individuals, and those of the government. This
zeal too originated with the issenters, and still pre-
vails prineipaliy amongst them.

But our government. however it fails in doing any
thing positively for the propagation of the gospei, pla-
ces no impedime:ts in its way. Here are no political
nor artificial obstacles to the spread of the gospel, in
all its purity and nutive influence. Our constituticn in
no instance conneets civil and religiovs matters. It
recognizes the cencarns of the church, as too pure and
spiritual t¢ be connected with the affaivs of the state.
Here then the gospel ¢ may have frec course, may
run (untrammelle:d by political interference) and may
be glorified.”” Gur country too is free irom the guilt
of the blocd of the saints. Our government has in no
instance unsheathed the sword of persecution, nor kin-
d!zd the flames of martyrdom. 'The awful judgments
tk~refore threatened in the scriptures are not to be
executed upon this country. They are in the opinion
of vommentators denounced only against those coun-
tries, which have been subjected to the eeign of the
beast ard have pesecuted the saints. Notoaly has our
country been free from the guilt of persecution, but it
has been the assylum of the persecuted. As in the
days of popish persecution the saints fled to the wil-
derness of Piedmont, so, in the time of English nerse-
cation, they fled to the wilderness of America. Since
then in this country there are no political barriers in
the way of the spread of the gospel in its purity, and
sinece it is not stained with the guilt of persecution,
may we not suppose that, whilst other governments
shall be overturned, this shall stand ; and that here

shall begin the dawn of that millennial day, which is
to enlighten the world.

2dly. The warlike character of the government of
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our enemies, the nature and result of the wars, in which
they have for many years becn ecgaged, ave reasons
for supposing, that they wili not long prosper, and
consequently furnish grounds for hoping, that we shalt
be protected, and delivered from their hostile designs
against us. o

War is interwoven in the prosent system of politieal
things in England. If war had not been originally
congenial to her government, she has been so long en-
gaged in it, that it has beecome part of the system, and
necessary to its existence. Tt hasbecome as necessa-
ry as breathing is to animal life ; as robbing is to the
system of robbery. As it is with systems of nature,
so it is with political systems. 'That, which at first is
not at all necessary, in process of time becomes neces-
sary by use or change of situativn. T'o human life
intemperance is so far frora being neeessary, that it
is injurieus, yet long indulgeace in excess, makes
some degree of intemperance necessary, in certain ca-
ses, to the continunnce of life. L' the existence of
the limpid stream gently purling along the motin-
tain’s brow, impetuosity and overwhelming depth are
not necessary, but they constitute its nature, when it
beeomes the deep, impetuous river, hastening to the
ocean.  Our enemies therefore in the present system
of their conduct toward other countries, do not even
pretend that their claims are founded in justice, or
are consistent with the law of nations. 'Their only
plea is that their situatiow renders such cenduct ne-
cessary. And when remonstrance is made. they an-
swer by showing the arm of power. Necessity then
of their own creating, and power are their ethicks und
their political justice. Our enemies therefore are not
only devoted to war; but their wars, necessarily and
systematically, are unjust and oppressive.
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The result. of their wars for twenty years, too, has
heer the supporting ant reinstating of the popish anti-
christian power.. Antecedently to the late revolution
in France, that kingdom was the strong ‘held of Pope-
ry. Al other kingdoms and states, which were then
devoted to its interest, had dwindled into comparative
insignilicance. Did you then see our enemies unfurd
their banners and marskal their forces to restore the
former state of things in France? It was to restore
popery in its stcong hold. Did you see them aiding
Austria? There also they fought the battles of anti-
christ. Did they erect their standard too in Italy?
There they went to replenish at their fountain, the
corrupt steeams of popish ignorance, superstition, de-
lusion, abominations and soul-destroying mummeries,
to establish the man of sin, the son of perdition on
his aecursed throne, whence he mpy again thunder
through the carth his anathemas upon prisees and up-
on spbjects—immure the saints in prison—cause their
blood to flow in streams—fill christendom with: gibbetg,
racks and erosses—and enkindle again in every land,
the infernal flanes of martyrdom. When teo the cor-
rupt streams appeaverl to he rumning out in Spain,
thither yon see the British fly with their wonted zeal
to stop the ebbing current. They suceeeded. 'The
bleody .inquiéition,.* the inventivn of Satan, the engine

* This diahalical tribunal, says a late writer, takes cognizance of
beresy, judaism, mahometanism, sodemy, and polygamy : and the peo-
ple stand in so much fear oi'it, that parents deliver up their children,
husbands their wives, and masters their servants to its officers, with-
out daring i1 the least to murmur. The prisoners are kept for a lon
time, till they themselves turn their own accusers, and declare the
cause of their imprisenment ; for they are neither told their crime,
qnor corfronted with witnesses. ‘As soon as they are imprisoned, their
friends go into mourning and spe &k of them as dead, not daring to so-
licit their pardon, lest they should be brought in as accomplices.
‘When there .is no shadow of proof against the pretended criminal, he
is dischurged after suffering the most cruel tortures, a tedious and
dreadful imprisonment and the loss of the greatest part of his prop:

¢



(18)
of hell is restored. Verily, they are the strong bul-
wark of that unholy religion : Hence it is evident, not
only that the government of England is antichristian,
but also that it has done every thing in its power to
support him, who is emphatically ealled Antichrist.
That too, which makes such conduct more strange and
wicked, is, that the coronation oath requires the king
of England to exert his power and influence for the
suppression of popery.* Shall such a government
stand! So assuredly as God has spoken it. Babylon
the great, the mystery of inquity shall fall, and all
kingdoms, which have aided and supported her cause.
Is the gospel of peace to overspread the earth? Then
every warlike kingdom must be overturned. . But we
bave proved, that the government of England has war

erty. Those, that are condemned suffer the most excruciating death.
They are placed at the top ot a post twelve feet high. Their faces
‘are first severely scorched and burned by the application of ignited
combustibles. A fire is then kindled under them and they are rather
roasted, than burned to death. There cannot be a more lamentable
spectacle. The sufferers continually cry out, while they are able ;
pity for the love of God ; pity for the love of God.

Since preaching the sermon the author has ascertained from good
authority, that the society of Jesuits is alsorevived. The plan of this
society 1s as effectual, as any invention of infernal wisdom can be, for
the support of popish antichrist, and the destruction of the peace,
fafety and happiness of all who refuse to do homage to the beast. Ev-
ery member of it takes a vow of implicit obedience to the Pope. They
associate with all ranks, and assume all characters, that they may as-
certain the intentions and viewsofall. They oppose every thing, that
favors toleration in religion, and consequently Protestantism ; and
encourage and support, with the utmost zeal, every thing, that favors
ecclesiastical and civil persecution. Of all societies, that ever was
formed, this excels in intrigue, multiplicity of schemes, indefatigable
zeal and unwearied diligence. In consequence of the buleful eftects,
which were discovered to result from this order, the different powers
in Europe, one after another, expelled its members from their several
kingdoms, and at length the Pope himself totally suppressed and
abolished it.

* Or which is the same thing; he swears * that he will to the ut-
most of his power, maintain the Frotesmnt reformed religion establish-
ed by the luw.” See, form of the oath, Blackstone’s Com. vol. i,
page 235. Protestant religion is so called because it protests against
popery. 'The one therctore cannot exist, except to the demolition of
the other. |



(1)

inferwoven in its very nature, therefore it must fall
before the gospe! of peace. How soon, or what na-
tion shall be the instrument of its destruction, we cun-
not foresee. Perhaps it may fall in the present con-
test, Perhaps America may be the instrument. All
things are possible with God. When he pleases, a
David slays a Goliah. When he pleases, at the sound
of horns, walls and towers fal) down “ When the
Lord their Gxod is with them, the children of Israel,

who are like two little flocks of kids, put to flight and
totally defeat the Syrians, though they filled the coun-
try.” The weaker the instrument, and more impro-
bable the event, the greater glory redounds to God,
and the greater is the humiliation of the _vanquished.

This leads me to observe,

3dly. That the similarity of the eharaeter and con-
duct of Sennacherib, with the disposition and deport—,
ment of our enemies, forms another ground of confi-
dence.

They like him, eonsldered themselves iny me:ble.
They spoke and acted as if they thought no God was
able to deliver out of their hand. Especially they
vaunted beyond measure of their maritime force.
Having so. long devoted their principal attention to
this species of armament, having augmented their na-
val forces beyond those of any other nalion, or even of
all other nations combined ; and having been generally
victorious by sea, they conceived themselves as lords
uncontrouled of the watry element. Particularly they
looked with disdain upon our infant navy, Like Sen-
nacherib, having conquered other nations far superior
to us, they as it were, said, what are you, that your
God should deliver you out of our hands? Ina word,
the pride and haughtiness of Britain, have become
proverbial, If ¢ pride then go before destruction, and
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a haughty spirit before & fall;”’ inn y we rot éxﬂect,
that she  miust soon faii ? | . .

4thly. Theé result in (he presenl war, has alvetdy
shewn, that we have some & v-'-ound of confidénce thit
the Lord our God is wuh us, fu l'ncip s an(f to ﬁght
our Dattles.

The naval armdments of our enem), ir, évery in-
stance of equal contest, have been def'eatcd Aliete
proud flag has been struck -md bovne off in tnumph.
Not only have we been victorious, %ut out vidlories
Liave been crowned with ;n -ealiar glm* e the dlf
ferent sca-cogagements, our loss has' !weu compara:
.wely nothmg Dur sUpermuty over our’ enéinjes in

"""""
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any other nation. Such too has been the éeles ity of
éonquest, that our naval herdes winy adopt the very
eéxpressive languagb of Ceesat, dnd say; 1 eurie; 1sw,
I cottquered. ' Ndt ‘only Have they edn victorlvis
when they attacked single ships ; but alco, when thiy
ehgapell flects, Evéry thiag eonsidered, the hero of
the Nile, will but little exdeéett it beleB¥ity, dup heroek
of the Lakes. That ted, which widd spléiidor te thelr
vietories, ig, that iv both Lhey give thv &lory to Geod:
The hero of Erie, says: It ls pleaded e Almbihty
te give us the vietery. The Wevo of Chatnitplain, e
fore the enpageméiit, in imitation 4f Heze! iah, pray.
d fervéntly for divine protéction , aud after the Dit-
tle, he pointed to heaven, and said, Tﬁé»i-e Iy the poww
Lhit protects man. | ’

By Yaud too, there have beet seveial iﬁsme@s—, ih
Which, the Lord our God appeavex to be with as, ¢5
help ws and to Right our battles. fn several engage-
ments on the Niggara frontier, thoupd thie torce of
the eneiny was nearly double that of our people, we
were victorious, ¥iew womderful also the result of
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the battle 4t Platishegh ! Eight thousand regulars,®
d number of them the invineibles of Kurope, com-
;‘mse(ij ilie enemy’s foveess  *hui forde consisied of fif-
teen hundred regilurs (4 considerable part of whom
weie the fivalid remains ‘of sncther army) ahd of
about the samie fumber of unirained militia. - Yoty
strange to relate ! @ if their enmuwander io dhiet bad,
lke the king of Syrla, and ‘Lis Most;' @heard & noise
of chatiots ant & noise of Worves,” U1y epeiny fled in
thes utmost consternaation, and, like the Syrans, in
theii previpitate flight, they left thelr implements of
wat, and an abuidance 6f very viluable stoves,” On
out own Perinsula teo the interposition ¢f heaven was
equally evident, "Dhe eneiny, headed by a dariog des-
perado, made i nightiattaek upon o litths basd of our
people, %ot mave than half their number.  soon did
theit eokvmandor, who was prowd nnd boastful as
Senudolierth, full.  Aud, remarkabis providence) just
as (hi imeass of Chelr defente thiled duv. men, the
enkiny presipilany fleds Surely hert. with proprietyy
- wb'may eredt our ibeheier, und sax, ~hiiherdo hath
the. Lord helped us.> + Whe wosuls of the attuck upon
Baltiveote, 160, is hot without its ovidence of diving
interposition, as well for our protecifon as for the
confounding of aur proud und boeastful encmy. The
general, W omwaried there, had Loastingly set at
defiance ail our forces. He viuntingly said, he would
rather. meet Hifty the isoad, dhan ten thousand suck
troops inthe feeld. fuidwven belbre a general engage-
nretit took place, he veeeived his death wonnd, by ‘the
haad of ene of those, whom he had so contemptuously
despized. Seen was the vauinting tengue silenced ia
death; oatd ‘the hero weltcred i his own bleod, in

*Several accounts from Canada state the forces of the enemy to have
lreen fourteen or fifteen thousand.
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the very spot, where he confidently expected to be

erowned with victory and glory. Does not this case

appear somewhat similur to the case, to which our

text. refers ! 'The Syrians most confidently expected

te take Jerusalem; but they returned home with

shame. I ‘might mention several nther instances of

success attending our arms; but time will not permit.

1 shall only add, that, by, the blessing of God, our

north-western. and south-western frontiers have been

delivered frown the merciless savagism, which pillages
and plunders every thing in its way, and murders pro-

wiscuously, men, woinep and children., Byt methinks,

I hear some ask ; s« what.da yeu say of several defeats,

which our armies have: experienced, and especially of
the capiure of Washington :” I answer, that these -
were. necessary to humble our pride, aad to convince
us of our dependence upon God. 'The destruction at
Washingtoniwas peculiarly well ¢alculated to humble
our nation.  There was the acme, the conceniration
of : the .pride and extravagance .of the nation. - The
public buildings there exhibited a pride, which, ill. be-
come our government, and especially. in {8 infantile
years, i'hat disaster tao was by providenze overruled
for our advantage. Rulers and peeple were asleep.
But this awaked us from. our lethargy : 1t roused the
naiion to see their danger, and t¢ prepare for the de-
fence of their pwoperty and their lives,

Lastly, that the ground of our confidence may be
eomplete, let us, like IHezekiah reform the nation,

We, as well as the Jews, have muci need of refor-
mation. "Though like themn we have not erected altars
to idols, anc. worshipped them in high places; vet we
have done that which was equally wicked. No nation
ever increased as rapidly, as we have done, in wealth
and respectability, Equally fast too did we increase
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in icreligion, pride, luxury and extravagance, and vice
of every description. We abandoned the altars of
Jehovah, and erected altars to riches, sensuality and
vain ambition. In the high places of gaiety and va-
~ nity, grandeur and pomp we zealously worshipped the
God of this world ; instead of righteousness and judg-
ment running down our streets in streams, riot, excess
end dissipation, gaming and gambling, injustice, fraud
and extortion, slander and calumny, lewdness and de-
bauchery, profane swearing, blaspiemy and sabbath
breaking, swept through our country, like torrents.
Let us then break off all our sins by repentance.
s Lot the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts. Let us do justly, love merey, and
“walk humbly with God ** Let us like Hezekiah, he
zealous for the worship, service and glory of the
Lord. Be exhorted, my dear hearers, te reverence
the name and attributes of .fehovah, to keep holy his
» sabbaths, to observe his ordinances, to walk in his
staiutes and to keep his commandments. Let the
whole nation, rulers and people, return unto the Lord
by repentance and reformation: and then we may
entertain the same confidence with Hezekiah, that
¢¢the Lord our God will be with us, to help us and to
fight for us,” and to deliver us from our enemies.

'T'o conclude, I exhort the defenders of our beloved
country, not to be afrai nor dismayed for all the
multitude that is against them. &uif »surselves like
men. You fight against a prowl, op.e¢ssive, unjust
and antichristian government, a kingdom devoted to
destruction. You fight for your independence, for
civil and religious liberty, for rights purchased by the
bleod of your fathers. ¢ You figlit for your brethren,
your sons and your daughters, your wives and your
heuses.” You defend the onlv land, where manly



freedom is enjoyed, and where tiav mospel of peace
aad salvation, may, usshackled by palitical interfer-
eace, * have tree. course, run sod he plorifed
'Should sych mew as you flee! Heaven forbid it, Yoar
belove:d country cails, Bravely ralky rowad its staud.
avl, Gird on yevr harness, and put it wot of. (ili
you haye put te fight yenr proud enomies—ti} vou
have retrieved the hemor of your eoumtiry, re-esish.
lished your glorion independense, and have olyivised
an honornble peaca. And trusiing that our wation,
will this day, buwble themselves hefore (rod, vepent
of their national aa - individoal sins, and heraalter
turn from their pvil yays. 7 wonld new elos: this
diseourse in the Mimating jasguage <f my text,
Be strong and eowszosms, be pot thsnigad fov all
the mnltitude of senr (nemies, fur thewe be meore
with us, than with ‘Lem. With them is.an am of
flesh, but with us is (/¢ Loed owr Gods (8 help s
and to fight eur hatiler And to him will we aneribe
all the glory. Amep. , ,

If it.be ohjected to this discours=, that it has 4 greater tendene
ey to exalt than to 'humble the pride «f the nation, and is therefore
‘unsuitable to the occasion : The author ~epdies, that if declaring to
an individual, that his salvation depends upen Ged’s ¥ working in him
to will and te do,” has 4 tendency to increass ¥s pride; then teach-
ing a nation that their safety depends upon the elp of the Lord, will
tend to exalt their pride. To an attentive read:r it will plainly ap-
pear, that the discowwrse is caloujated to.shew-the wnportance of hav-
ing just grounds for confidence in divipe protectin and assistunce,
and that whenever-this hatioa has been succésst ¥ in the present war,
they shoudd give the glory to the Loed of hosts. |

FIJVI S.



