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OBSERVATIONS, &

The OBsERVATIONS in the following DiscouRrsk, take
their rife from

ACTS, 7th Chap. 6th and 7th Verfes.

“ And God [pake on this wife, that bis feed fhould fojourn in a
« flrange land, and that they fhould bring them into bondage,
< and intreat them evil four bundred years. And the nation,
<< to whom they fhall be in bondage, will I judge, faid God :
<« And aftor that they fhall come forth, and [erve me in this
« place.’-----And the time of deliverance being fully conge,
God appears to Mofes in a burning bufh, and proclaims as

" in verfe 34th 2 < Ihave feen, I bave feen the afffiction of my
« people which 1s in Egypt, and 1 have beard their groanings,
“ and am come down to deliver them.”

H E occafion of our folemn affembly in the houfe of

God, this day, is the moft interefting and affecting,

this land has ever known. The calamities which

impend over us, and which we are now to deplore and

“deprecate, arc the heavieft the churches and inhabitants of this
land have ever felt, from any earthly power ; and  threaten
_{in,our apprechenfion) * no lefs than flavery and ruin to this

~ * The apprehenfions of Americans arc clearly feen in the Refolves of the houfes
of afl:mbly in the feveral provinces. |

A great
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extended continent. Who docs
d, that the fatal decree is already

: . ate of all Ame-
. which feems to determne the unhappy f“}“‘ (?t :‘1‘l 1 of
P a nd the Weft-India iflands ? ‘,J“happy- (ec‘gc'.b..bc ond
nedy & ich imp (es a burthen (as 18 conceived) far beyon
woe | wlich impoles ¢ ‘ f very important pri-
our circumftances to bear, and ftrips us of very
Yees » and (in our view | . tch-
Vllefgcsa’g a preécdcnt, it highly endangers our flas f? y :m:ii Z&;}r;n -
Pg’ngfs unlefs God, in infinite mercy, 1MerpoKs, agc\ivcmx 1gcc
:hc Bx‘,“ﬂ‘ CO\II\C“S, or OPens iUmCMhF?WVY’;‘l)IS; O:Jr Cv'lvﬂ r‘ulcrs
. (¢
In a fituation fo extremely .ala‘ s humiliation, and earnci
a1l us to fafting and mourning, to deq)\ p £ our fathers, and
; lication to the Gud of Iiracl, the God of wur i y ':Nant-*
?fps“li)ur (;Wation, And {urely we (hall be very ‘gisgs yto e
. in our duty to God, and his chureh, to O“Be . heartily
3 " L) . O L
l(;l;éar“:mive country, and to our POﬂ‘?f ‘ty"‘f wsuii(;snof this day.
noage in, and faithfully difcharge t}\c fukmn’ 1S O e words
cné;g aro’ufe and animate us to this, I have choten
S aroufe-

i { , at once, the moft thocking in-
ofthe text, which fets before us’ tonce, L it thocking -

‘ {fron |
ﬁzgggt%{; ?ﬁ: eéZliizgn(;pg;:x\tgf God, which we have mn all holy
C

writ, Of indeed in hiﬂc;}r_y.
he occafion, on whi€l
hi{;lt;rical faéts, was very d{ﬂ'efrcxxt from t‘t N
ther this 44y 3 and fo 1s his t:mpros,'emen
how excellently they an | v
;Va:; 222(’1(!:1’, but briefly notice 11¥ the proglefs of the
OI am far from a defign of drawing a par
ith bondage, and the evils to which we
; or by any means to Impute
}()}childforevcryblcfs) the evils ctiOdWhmh' vztci ;;e t%x}g?c
. ftion to his fubjects, and determinati
:giézfr?&itution, with their invaluable rights

) is widely
reat people, 1N this wi
%ot kr?owp? who has not hear

{ubject.

) partly by its natural operation, and

efe

's holy martyr makes ufe of the
T hayt which calls us toge-
hem. What that

(wer his purpofe, I {hall not

rallel between the Jew-
ftand immediately ex-

eacious King (whom
pute to our gacxousfe cli ’ % {_( o

rve the Dri-

and liberties, we
are
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are aflured by his royal proclamation ; and who has our moft
cordial affections and withes of his profperity and happinefs.
Nor can I by any means admit it, the delign of the Britith par-
liament to deprive us of our eflential Englith liberties,---or that
& mealure of this nature could be in any fhape agreeable to the
body of the inhabitants in Great-Britain ; but if perceived,
would be as abhorrent to them, as it is to right and juftice.
But thefe evils I take to be owing to the mifguided councils of fome
of the late Britith miniftry, the authors and promoters of the
late deftructive meafures againft the colonies ; and to the viru-
lent writers againft the colonies, who have been, and are for
{upporting thetc hard meafures, and urging on to worfe : And
be their defign wh:t it will, (without relief) the confequences
are like to be very fatal. -

Upon this occafion, it may not be improper to look into
the general nature and confequences of enflaving meafures,---
and to obferve fome general doctrine of truth relative to the
fubject, as well as the particular duties that are more immedi-
ately and eminently our concern at this time : And therefore
the following obfervations are recommended to ferious con-
fideration. .

I. The enflaving a free people, the covenant people of God,
into a {tate of wretched bondage, is a very great miquity, and
high provocation in God’s fight. Againft the Egyptians his
refentment is high and dreadful : « The nation, &c. will I

judge.”

II. 'The manner in which Pharaoh brought out the oppref-
fion and bondage of Ifracl, as a fpecimen of what has been
commonly practifed by arbitrary enflavers in all ages. |

III. The good influence and effect of their oppreflion upon

them, before their deliverance, as a teaching example to us,
under prefent calamities.

. 1V. How God appears for them in their oppreflions, and
finally accomplifhes their deliverance, Thele
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Thefe particulars will prepare the way for many ufeful re-
flections.

I. The firft obfervation, which invites our ferious attention, is,
«« The enflaving a free people, the covenant people of God, into
“ a ftate of wretched bondage, is a very great inijuity, and
“ high provocation in God’s fight.”

A lively fenfe of this fad truth tends to a double good cffe,
viz. to make us more wakeful, and very attentive to all ap-
proaches and tendencies to this dreadful ftate, and more earneft
tor deliverance from all the evils of it.  And further,---it car-
rics 1n it a mighty encouragement to ail prudent, vigorous means
of deliverance and prefervation,---particularly in crying to God
for it, as we know it muft be pleafing to a holy and merciful
God to be importunate with him, to prevent iniquity, fo otfen-
iive in his fight, and to avert {o great injury and wretchednefs
from a free people. I fhall, therefore, offer {ume confiderations
to prove the truth of the obfervation. The text affords us full
proof.

Ifrael were a free people, when they went down into Egypt ;
they had a right to freedom afterwards, as they had done no-
thing to forfeit it ; and no man nor nation had aright to take
it from them. They were a pcople feparate fromn the Egyptians
in religion and language ; a people confecrated and devoted to
the God of Abraham, and under his more immediate protettion
and blefling, as had been often fhewn in the days of their fa-
thers.  In (hort, they had all the right to freedom, and to the
privileges of a free people, in full, thatary people could have ;
and the fubje@ing them to bondage (though an event predicted
of God) yet, in the Egyptians, was a great iniquity, and the in-
dignation of God againft them was very dreadful.

The great evil of itappears ( 1.) in that it is high and aggra-
vated injuflice, fo to invade and take away the liberty and moft

important rights of a free people, Arbitrarily
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" ﬁrllv;tr:‘r;k' \tf‘takc’ away the "nghts of a people, in the nature
V15 g rong and injuttice ; but,in the cafe of enflaving
a people, who have a right to frecdom, the injuftice is high, and
great.ly ageravated, It 1s aggravated, by thc im"or""‘éﬂ, and
ineflimable value of the rights taken away, the mgﬁ im portant
of this worljld, (for fuch their liberty and freedom is) as I\a)vith it
goes all.thmr fecurity of life and Iinerty, religion and propert
AL], 2“ Is gone, and depends on the precarious, arbitrary \Eill gf
O(tr Tet:,,‘ thirc a people are enflaved. The injuftice is further
aggravated and multiplied, in proportion to the numbers, the
millions that are enflaved ;---and al(o according to the m Hads
of myrxtads yct unborn, to which fuch flavery may be cxtc}r]1ded
And where l’thzs injuftice falls upon a loyal and religious peo ]e.
Ix:{ho have always fignalized their affection ard zegal t"cir tECi;
ﬂ;?g) Mf“}r ceuntry 5 a people devoted to the eternal God, in
profetlion “and pradtice of the true relision : it is a reat
aggravation, and makes it a fin of a crimfonbdye " In the ﬁgn l
point of its mjuftice, theft, robbery, common ml;rther ea fre
zlci;ic;,;annut compare with it; and may I juft add, nér)’regilc)id;
aqﬁ'ce chrieilili(z)llnn]};)etzf}’)lCe(.)mPhCated iniquity of enflaving a frecborn,
ﬂ]OZC .ki’xI;h?] Iglca.t’rje‘!s and malignity of this evil appears from the
King il etlects, and ternble confequences of
preffors and oporele | q ¢s of 1t, to the op-
Aot ppt lled, to the enflavers and enflayed.
s CONtr
vemal covetou:};nl:ivirrsbind- at{x'tbﬁ)rs of fuch opplrc'ﬂ.ions, a moft
rally the secmr s aronrary pint of lawlefs ambition, is gene-
And what b e Eéxélg‘andfmcgntnvc 'of this great wickednefs.
cxecution, bt o ) r};};]o their flavifh Ineajures, carried into
avatice. their orig o ungodly lufts ; to inflame their
e U - P;na g;] 2;1((1) ?rgxtr..arl)]z, boundlefs ambition ; to plunge
debauchery, and wickcdne?;g ﬁ?ovl:rin?folf nd oppreffion, rlot,
around the world,

fhall we not fee thefe generazly the fatal effe@s, and terrible
confequences,
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confequences, of enflaving meafures,both to the unhappy authors,
to their aflociates, to their cringing, dependent flutterers, and
ungodly adorers, whereby they often plunge into the greateft
perplexities; and ripen for a feven-fold vengeance. To what a
dreadful height, in a fatan-like fpirit, Pharach arrived, when he
caft off the tear of God, and all regard to the juft rights of man-
kind, you fee in his blafphemous anfwer to Motes, requiring

Ifrael’s deliverance in the name of God : ¢ Who is the Lord,
“ (fays he) that I fhould obey his voice to let Ifracl go ? I
‘“ know not the Lord, neither will I let Ifracl go.” Exod. v. 1, 2.
- As to the opprefled and enflaved, we cannot enumerate or

fully defcribe the fhocking effects and terrible confequences of
their wretched bondage. They are miferably affected by it
every way ; not only in hberty and property, but, in the iffue,
in their religion alfo. 'Where arbitrary power reigns, civil con-
ftitutions are nothing worth ; nor can religious conftitutions
ftand upon any firm and lafting foundation. See it in France.
What ftronger fecurity could be given, than the Proteftants had
in the famous edits of Nantz ? Yet arbitrary power could reverfe
thofe edicts, and murther thoufands and thoufands of the moft
loyal and beft fubjects in the kingdom, ani all in cool blood.
Nor need we go out of our own kingdom : We have feen the
infecurity of our religion urder arbitrary power in former Popith
reigns ; when the Proteftant religion was brought to the brink
of ruin in the nation, by thic monttrous power. And the reafon
of this infecurity is plain, becaufe, by arbitrary power, the hedge of
all legal fecurities, which we have in a free conftitution, (as to
lite, hberty, religion, and property, and even of the Proteftant
fucceffion) is broken down, and effeGually taken away ; and
no new fecurity can be fuperinduced and given fuperior,or indeed
equal, to that in the conftitution, to the prefervation of which all
the authority of the nation are moft folemnly {wor, but which

is demolifhed by the entrance of arbitrary power and flavery ;
| and
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and con lequently, after the entrance of thefe monfters; there
g;il(l:l: nc.)I folid foundation for any further fecurity ax’ad f"cl'm]f'é-
to all viccte lsau?(ri1 ?}u.t{let ‘o it good and happinefs ; and an inlet
g00d learning ;!leetr)): tw’:/}:/:g;cv.t{rann)} and {lavery reign,
and o ) ANd virtue, religion, yea humani
8ol b o s
ot 5 0 i, S, % L
deceit, wilie Cunning, dcbauchér | t'ne{nnel- OI vice, Hattery,
N H ¥> and wickednefs, hav -
Oy o et eople”The o of e, and
th ‘. O, takes place of the fear of God ; 1
T o .
o, T aanes of i, degencrte int empy forms,
wretcl}ea’co-xadit‘}lpel > lgon. And 119w €an a people be in a more
to be flaves to tho'n ] ﬁo wretched in this world, and very likely
cternity.  And te}lxr( 4o and Ioﬁ' in the fnares of Satan t all
merely ;'romt thé n ctC te!fg 'b]? oo aoences we do not collect
a ftate ; but from : l}.reol things, and the fatal tendency of fuch
were the terrible ef? aé? P’¢s, numerous examples, in fact.  Such
in the enflavire 'hc 1? of arbitrary power in the ten tribes, and
Jearning B‘U'ma% itt e éee.ﬂates of Greece, once famous for
barbarig;. e {}{;an *- vxrtue,k now terrible for ignorance and
flavery of Rome heather a s (CTfible confequerices of the
under the arbitr wen, and afterwards of Rome hriftian
thew the fatal. 3z Forver of the Popes,  Thefe are fufficien 1o,
W the fatal, dreadful effects of enflaving, arb; Cent o
]

all which are abom; b] 2 & »
y IIOIY’i‘anrc.iful, andn:ig ;t,coztlr;dG\;gry offenfive in the fight of
- 3. € great obligations Violated. in
e : , - the fi fl .
2;elns, ?ly fw‘lnch a free people are nfually broun gt UW;YS band
g€¢s will further illuftrate the great iniquity of;‘t nder bon-

A le,
people, free by nature, ang by civil conflitution, cannot be
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Thefe devices, indeed, by the authors, and their blind, flavith
admirers; are oft gloried in, as the heights of wifdom and deep
reaches of policy ; butin the eye of God, and of wile and good
men, they appear as they are, the heights of folly, the depths
ot iniquity, and hateful fportings of their own duceivings.
Sometiines this bondage is brought on by conquering tyrants,
invading the rights, and tubduing the powcr of other nations and
ftates. But this bloody way fhocks every one with horror and
deteftation, for the greatnels of the cruelty and iniquity ; and
yet perhaps, this is as innocent as any way of enflaving ; at
leaft fewer of the great obligations lying upon human nature
are violated in this, than in fome other more plaulible ways.
The great obligations of the law of nature, and of common
juftice, are facrificed in this, and in all other ways : But in fome
others there is a facrifice of great additional and very endear-
ing ties. The ftrong bonds of government, which bind al! the
members of civil community, are violated, when fubjects of the
{ame nation lend a helping hand to e¢nflave their fellow fubjects
n any part of the dominions, whofe freedom and liberties they
are bound, by théfe common ties,to do allin.their power to preferve.
The more endearing ties of nature, the moft dear and .deep
rooted natural affections, and the love of our country, are facri-
ficed by the authors and ahettors of the flavery of their re-
lations, friends, and native country.
uity, that not only good chriftians, but good citizens and patriots
of Grecce and Rome, would fooner die, than perpetrate. The
more folemn and facred bonds of religion are facrificed, where
thofe of the fame religion and brethren of the fame chriftian
rofeflion, Proteftants, bring into bondage their fellow fubjects,
and Proteftant brethren, who are joint heirs with them in the
family of God. And it is very highly aggravated, when the

authors of fuch flavery violate the high obligatious and confidence

of dignified and fpecial trufts in the ftate; to the faithful dif-
charge

This is fuch fhocking ini-

- the tyrannies of the earth gre commonly fet up and {upported
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charge of which, they are moft folemnly bound by the oath of
G?id 3 and yet tl)crc. have been inftances, wherein all thefi: hi h
?n peculiar c>blxgat1‘ons have been violated, for the enflavin ga
fn:e ppopl};:. Sometimes fuch a ftrange fpirit of folly and ign-
. r;:tgagx(;:td aczs pgllcticsi a people, that they have voluntarily rufthed
cncroaChmgc:; ry :: Iu‘r‘rendcry of their charters and liberties to
cncroach 1g tyrants, a5 a bird hafteneth to the fnare, not
howing 1t 1s for life.” Thus it happened under the tyran
of']ames I1. whpn he feized feveral charters, and [;cr%;rmrc]csl’
gxgz (c;;f:;n ﬁ}fprxﬁng and intolerable alts of arbitrary power.,
cncroachin:f xtf:vc:r a gslré)o‘:z;xlc)ms fin hi; do(;ninions (to pleafe his
complimcnz of their charters - Ou;;ufl}]) c‘rl:' ’ :!md e A
fervedly loft their ineftimable priv; o, B a{ld A
: privileges.  But {0 to
e i, chas, and privieges o 3 popl, s sry igh
. and wickednefs ; gnd is a rare thine, compared
t‘:llxt[ll]sa:foft}l;ct;, ‘Zi{i t(})fe z?)ﬂa;ymg, viz. the pcrvcrﬁ%n of Phigi'x
intrufted for their gufdanc:‘ c:u?ci g:g:eg{ig]rtned b e the i

It -
o M e o, o e e pover i
noe | A em, that Ifrael were brought ;
E;’“‘i;lgci é;;linEgayft. bomcpmcs th!s.abuﬁvc power is c,;ﬁmﬁg
ments, and afarn o Prion and bribery, by gradual encroach-
they are all I’wa}?lmg upon their rights by little and little; until
nic” will Somet.owc:d up in the all-devouring jaws of tyran-
s exercifed by :?cf,}- f:)vr};ircag:ie cafe }:villf bealr it, this power
awa | ther fr. , C, weight of violence ;
righty; ’ ;‘gé’l tl:'?:;lﬂter fmplmg upon their moft facred and il,waluable
< emincm‘:]g A ﬁnécs» as Ili rance and others were enflaved.  This
to high truils of dicoy o oc trufty in thofe who are. raifed
fich nto oy lxbmty and power, of honour and profit, For
10fe hands a people’s all, in this world, are r.cpot?: &

3 (all
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(all their important rights, liberties, and privileges) for proteGtion
and prefervation ; againft the fecurity and confidence of fuch a
great truft, to take away and deftroy them, inftead of their pro-
tection and prefervation ;---to make themfelves (inftead of their
protectors) their enflavers, is {uch treachery and wickednefs,
perfidy and perjury, added to the fin of enflaving, as makes it
very ¢normous, and deteftablein the fight of God. I add once
more,

4. From the admonitions and threatnings of God againft
this fin, and the terrible judgments with which he has punifhed
it, we know it to be very heinous and offenfive in his fight.

Thofe who go into the fatal fchemes of enflaving frec ftates,
make a very light matter of it ; yea, are ready to boatt of their
meafures, as the deep reaches of a very refined policy : But in
tiac unerring indgment of a rightcous God, it is diretly the re-
verfe. Who could make lighter of it, than Pharaoch and the
Egyptians ? when the Ifraelites proftrate themfelves at the foot of
Pharach, and pour out their heavy, bitter, and juft complaints
before him, with what mercilefs cruelty, and infulting re-
proaches, does he fpurn them away from the mercy feat ; « ye
are idlc, ye are idle,” fays he, ¢ go to your work.” But a
righteous God, by his terrible judgments, taught Pharaoh and the
Egyptians, the enormity of this iniquity, which far, far furpafied
all their imaginations.  The great God, who is infinitely higher
than the hig%eﬂ', has guarded againtt thefe terrible injurics, in
the admonitiuns of his word, faying, ¢ Touch not mine anointed,
and do my prophets no harm.” Pfal. cv. 15. which the context
thews to be meant of his faithful, covenant people.  But we need
not go out of our text, for a demonftration to cur purpofe. His
threatnings fhew his refentment high and dreadful againft Pha-
raoh and the Egyptians,acceflary with him in the enflaving God's
people. ¢ The nation, to whom they thall be in bondage, will

Ijudge,” i. e. he wauld punifh them moft furcly, and with a
| tremendous

iz
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tremendous feverity. This is the awful threat out againt them,
while vengeance was yet delayed ; nor was the exccution lefs, -
but more terrible, when it came upon them to the uttermott, in
all the vexing plagues, with which they were vifited, more
efpecially in the death of all their firft-born, by a fudden and
irrefiftable ftroke, and in the drowning of Pharaoch and his
army, who funk as a mill-fionc to the bottom of the fea. An
uncommon, high-handed vengeance for this enormous and
high-handed iniquity againft God and his people. Thefe parti-
culars are fufiicient to let us into the knowledge of the true nature
of this {in, and_ great danger of cnﬂaving meafures.
IL I pafs fecondly to hew. the manner, in which Pharaoh
2}0\2%11: ;)n tlll)c opprefiion and bondage of Ifrael, as a f’{nccimcn
hat has been ¢ ' itr: '
o ag;,s. 5 Onggxonly practifed by arbitrary enflavers in
1. 1t was gradually, with increafing ufurpations and o -
ons, They taxed them with heavy %urthepns, and zga?igptrggizl
to ferve.  They fet 1afk-mafters over them, to opprefs and
diftrefs them, and fee the thing effe@ted.  Afterwards they in-
creafe their b‘urthen§, demanding the full toll of bricks, accordin
to the firft impofition, but afford them no materials, Theg
5rew the chains of bondzge hard upon them every way fo):‘
“they made them to ferve with rigour.” They added ’reat
vigilance, to have every decree and matter of duty and fe%vice
::‘xaé‘ted to the utmoft, in all parts, and in all points, till ¢ the
“ made their lives bitter with their hard bondage ; in all thc:i)xf
“ fervice, wherein they made them to ferve with rig’our." Exod
;} ; ?.c i ;}::t Sal!"oI{)iiedcree t}) ]egcn %lacir increafe,by killing all their
ants. . verfe 16. e polic
ce}gtgrs In thefe two grand points :p( L)y%?ﬂ)?;ﬁf;gf atﬁ]c;ii
ettcCtually : (2.) To prevent their growth : That they might

have neither wealth n
or
bondage. Power ever to get out of that wretched

2. This
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2. This bondage was effected under the colourable fhew of
neceffary, deep, refined policy ; and plaufible pretext of danger
of Ifrael’s independency.

To makethefetyrannic enflaving meafures(horrible to nature !
go down with the Egyptians, he alarms their fears of the danger
of « their exalted efforts for independency :” Of courfe it was
neceflary to ufe moft artful policy to diftrefs, impoverith and
diminith them; and he fays to his pcople, ¢« Behold, the people
“ of the children of Ifrael are more and mighticr than we.
“ Come on, let us deal wifely with them ; leaft they multiply,
““ and it come to pafs, that when there falleth out any war,
“ they join alfo unto our enemies, and fight againft us, and fo
«« get them up out of the land. Theretore they did fet over
“ them tafk-mafters,” &c. Exod.i. g, 10, 11. A fhrewd
common pretext, a fine colouring, to a black, tyrannic defign.
Here you have the grand, the whole ftrength of the enflaving
caufe ; nothing can be added to it of any avail. Had hc ex-
patiated upon his rights, and the greatnefs of his power,---or
urged that they had nourifhed them in their infancy, and raifed
them to manhood, it would have added no ftrength to his argu-
ment, no eafe to the Jews, no abatement of the cruelty in God’s
fight. In fhort, none ever offered a ftronger reafon in this caufe,
nor urged it better : He fays, it was neceffary for their own pre.
fervation, ¢ leaft they multiply, join our enemies, and fight
againft us :” And it was neceffary to prevent their independency,
“ and fo get them up out of the land :” And by this means
they (hould lofe all the vaft profits they intended by their flavery.
Such are the popular turns which muft be given to flavifh,
arbitrary meafures ; or otherwife they arc fo abominable to
nature , they cannot go down with a people of common fenfe
and honefty. When royal prerogative is to be ftretched and
exalted to a boundlefs extent, to the enflaving of a nation, a loud

cry muft be fet up « of the divine, hereditary, indefeafible righ?
- 0
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‘ of kings, their difpenfing power, and abfolute fupremacy above
“ all laws, with the danger of monarchy from commonwealth
* principles, affociation plots,” &c. &c. Such were the artifices
and engines of tyranny and flavery fet a going by the unhappy
STEWARTS,which effedied their own,inftead of the nation’s ruin
When the colonies muft undergo fuch a dreadful ftate. g louci
cry of ¢ independency”muft be et up againft them,and be perpe-
tually ringing and dinning in the cars of an abufed nation. = This
:irtxﬁgc and policy pafs very well with the fordid, covetous, fel-
fith Egyptians ; but not fo with a righteous God.  They m’cant
*“ to ferve great national purpofes,” as this kind of peliticians
ever account it, if they fill their own coffers, inrich them.
felves and dependents, though they ruin a nation by it,---as here ;
for,. in fa@, 1t drew down upon them, the moit great and ruinou;
national judgments that naticn ever felt. ‘They mecant to faken
down the Ifraelites in a ftate of irrecoverable flavery, and prevent
their efforts for independency : But took the rc,ady way to
neceflitate them to exalted and effectual efforts for their gwn
dchverangc and independency, in which it finally terminated
But notwithftanding this difcouraging iffue, in this, and many
like intances, a corrupt, Frenchified party in the nation havg
long, towards forty years, at times, fet up this fenfelefs and
ihjurious cry againft the colonies, ¢ the danger of their inde-
l}:g:idebr:;yt. To impoverifk: and prevent their growth, thcy have
pled 0o much dxlxg;ncc, and with it the moft vile falfe-
ogﬁ s, and undeferved afperfions, on the colonies, and various
?ilﬁl (t:c]s of ga}ld and malice, to imprefs and gain the belief of it ;
ol :L g hengt it llmd'l fo far prevailed, as to reduce the innocent,
qut un t;llppy colonies, into the greateft crifis of difficulty and
o of o e n - od he pin ke,
) whic 4§ been agitated, renders the infly-
tcm;lc1 of it upon the minds of Britih in%xabitams, and thts ed:x]gzr
0 the colonies, fo much the greater, And unlefs the good

people
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people of the nation can be happily difabufed, and recovered
from thefe falfe impreflicns, and groundlefs prejudices, they may
likely be attended with great and fatal confequences.

3. Their bondage was effetted in the way of ingratitude, and
vile forgetfulnefs of the good fervices they had done to the Egyp-
tian nation.

This feems intimated, Exod. i. 8. ¢« Now there aroﬁ; 2. new
king over Egypt, which knew not Jofeph.” A ftrong intima-
tion, had his good fervices to the nation been remembered, this
great and intolerable miichief had not happened to them. He
was willingly or wilfully ignorant, or very ungratefully forget-
ful, of the eminent fervices done to the nation by the Jews, par-
ticularly by Jofeph, by whofe wildom and good cconomy,
their nation was once faved and preferved in a very terrible feven
wears famine. ¥ And this moft vile fpirit of ingratitude, which
renders the heart hard, and infenfible to the cries and diftreffes
of a miferable people, prepares the way for all thofe monflrous
and enormous vices, which are carried in the bowels of a fgmt
of tyranny. And had there been no fuch ingratitude, and for-
getfulnefs of the good fervices the colonifts have done for Great-
Britain, we cannot conceive how the late B----fh M----y could
have fallen upon fuch a furprifing fyftem of politicks, which

(we are confident) in their operation, will be found the moftin-
jurious to Great-Britain, and her colonies, of any ever formed
or adopted in the Britifh nation. § It is fcarce conceivable how
| | any

* Allowing Shuckford’s account, it will not excufe from wilful ignorance or vile
ingratitude, o . . L

§ Politicks, by which the colonies are injured in their moft dear civil rights and
privileges, Politicks, that tend to difaffet, alienace, impoverifh, and ruin the colo-
nies ; and ftab to the heart,the trade and maaufaures of Great I?ngam: Politicks,
which muft render the fewtled colonies anferviceable to Great- Britain, in peace and
war ; and render, in a manner, ufelefs thofe immenfe trafts of uninhabited crown
lands in America ;—that vaft tra&t of territory lately ceded by Yrance, as a com-

penfation for the many millions the nation expended the laft war ; (which expefgfne;
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any one could have been hardy enough to have - offered this
ruinous fyftem, or indeed how it could have been adopted, had
not the good fervices of the colonies been very ftrangely forgotten.
Services; in which the colonifts, at a vaft expence of blood, toil,
and treafure, have greatly contributed to the wealth, power, and
glory of the Britith empire : By which they have, at their own
cofts, added to it a vaft territory, much larger than the ifle of
Great-Britain : And, by trade, been a principal fource of her
wealth and power : And done fignal fervices in war, once, at
leaft, faved and gave peace tothe nation, when funk low by an
unfuccefsful, ruinous war : And by thefe, and othzr eminent
fervices, (not now ta be enumerated) they have {0 fignalized
thew afleClion, duty and LovALTY, as no colonies have ever
exceeded them, nor, according to their power, have any done
better ; by which they have certainly merited highly of the
Britith.king, parliament, and good people of the nation. Whence
then this requital ? Whence this ruinous fyftem, that carries
their deftruction in the bowels of it ? Why "to make way for,
and fupport its adoption, the truth of facts muft be inverted, by
a very falle reprefentation ; in which the memory of all thefe
eminent [ervices muft be abolithed and erafed with one dafh,----
by bold round affertions,* we have in a manner created the colo-
* nies ; we have nourithed them in infaney, and reared them.
to manhood,” &cc. &c.? Which, applied to the old fettled colo-
nies, all the colonies, all the nation, and all the world, who
know their hiftory, know to be void of any truth and foundation.
Nor can their mercilefs enemies be content with the injuries,
which already opprefs the cclonies, but urge on to far greater,

fome ftrangely imagine, the colonies thould pay overagain, after this compenfation
has been accepted and reccived) lands, under a proper regulation and improvement,
would doubtlefs foon exceed the value of aii the millions expended ; but by the in-
fuperable difcouragements of this new adopted fyftem, are like to be forever in 2

manner ufelels to Great-Brita}n. The damage of all which,to the king and nation,
a great {um cannot tountervail.

to
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to break up all theirlegiflatures,* Aboliththeiraffemblies,and leave
nothing like a legiflative power in fuch dangerous hands.” And
to effect it, blacken the colonifts with moft falfe, vile, impudent
aflertions, ‘ as rich and turbulent ; full of infolence and brutality ;
hardened beyond the feelings of humanity ; and fo treacherous,
void of gratitude, loyalty, and all virtuous principles, as not to
be trufted with any thing like a legiflative power,” &c. &c. *
But unbcholden to the courtefy of any man, or to any thing but
the truth, the colonifts have fomething that proclaims their
vindication louder than words, which fets their true character
high above the reach of grovelling envy, or foaring malice ; yea,
above the power of detraction. Their eminent and heroic
{ervices, fpeak their icyalty, their virtue, and good affection to
the Britith king and nation, with a language and energetic force,
(to the unprejudiced) that all the malicious wit and pens of their
adverfaries cannot refift or gainfay. Thele fully vindicatg them
from this idle fcheme of ¢ independency.” ‘They ever hated

* Not to infift upon the great iuiquity of urging to fuch notorious breaches of
public faith, it is ftrange thefe writers do .ot fee their own palpable inconfiftency,
and all men of fenfe their ignorance, or infincerity. They pretend great anxiety and
zeal againit the colonies independency, and yet would have all their legiflatures
abolifhed, which puts them direlly into this ftate of nature and independency.
For the breach of public faith, in the abolition of their charters and privileges,
annaulling their governments and legal fecurities, abolithes their caths of allegiance
and conne@ion with Great-Britain : And their government being thus diffolved,
without any a&t of theirs, they ars abfolutely in a ftate of nature and independency.
Sheuld this ever happen {which I pray God sever may) 1 fee not bat with all the
freedom, and beft reafon in the world, they might go on much in their old forms, or
affume what new ones they pleafed. Might they not form a new conne&ion with
Great-Britain, or fome other maritime power, or open free ports to all the maritime
powers, under proper regulations, fecurities, &c. &c.? Be fure they would go to
no foreign Py to tell them what form they fhall next aflumc,but take fuch as they
like belt ; careful (no doubt) to place no undue confidence where grants, charters,
and legal fecurities, are deemed but as wafte-paper. Thus would thefe pretended
friends to Old-Fngiaud, bat real promoters of French intereft, compleatly eec¥ the
indcpendency they feem fo zealous to oppofe, Yet thefe are the great luminaries,
lately fet in their orbits, to enlighten the Britith hemifphere, and guide her councils,
Able charioteers ! to guide and drive the chariot of the fun. Doubtlels they have
their reward, the
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the curfed brat, which owes its birth, nurfings, rearings, with all
its ruinous operations, not to the colonifts, but to their and Ler
¥ALSE FRIENDS, in Great-Britain. Thefe falls alfo vindicate
them from the other falc afperfions caft upon them ; and if an
abufed nation fhould nct open their eyes to fee it, ftill we have
our confolation and refuge (the fame which Ifrael had) in tae
infinite mercy and power of God ; who (we truft) in his own
time will vindicate our innocence, and redrefs our wrongs.
The text teaches, God will hear the cries of the opprefled, when
man will not.

Laftly,---The method of their flavery was the means of their
full and final deliverance ; at leaft prepared and opened the
way to it.

It had a double operation that way ; partly as it imbittered
life, and all their comforts to them, and made them willing to
lcave their houfe of bondage, to fet upon an expedition to the
promifed land ; willing to do or forege any thing for their own
deliverance :----Partly, as it engaged them with an animated
{pirit to attend and ufe the appointed means of their own de-
liverance ; to look and cry to God, their only help, to accept
Mofes for a lawgiver, judge, and deliverer, whom, as a nation,
they at firft refuled, as the martyr fhews in the context. Thus
their cruel oppreflions prove the means of their deliverance.
Nor is this a fingular and exempt cafe ; but it has often hap-
pened, ‘¢ that violent, arbitrary oppreffions has drove the op-
«« prefled into that f{tate of independency, which the opprefiors
« feared, and the opprefled by no means defired.” So it hap-
pened in the cale of Rehoboam’s oppreflion of the ten tribes.
So alfo in the oppreflion of Holland, which brought on the re-
volution and independency of thofe high and mighty ftates :
And itis poflible, that, fooner or later, it may happen to the
Britith colonies. But it need net happen, it is eafy to prevent
1t for ages and centuries to come. Suppofe a wife, kind, and

C . gentle
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gentle adminiftration of the colonies, they have no temptation
to independency ; but have every motive of attection and loyalty,
of virtue and religion, and of duty and intereft, to bind and con-
tinue their connction with Great-Britain moft firongly and
furely.  But if the Britifh empire thould have filled up the mea-
{ure of its iniquity, and become ripe for ruin : if a proud, arbi-
trary, felfith, and venal fpirit of corruption, fhould ever reign in
the Britith court, and diffufe itfelf through all ranks in the na-
tion : if lucrative pofts be multiplied without necetiity ; and
penfioners multiplied without bounds : if the policy of govern-
ing be by bribery ard corruption ; and the trade and manufac-
tures of the nation be difregarded and trampled under foot : if
all offices be bought and fold at a high and extravagant price,
which in the end muft come out of the fulje, in exorbitant
tees of office, or lawlefs exactions : and if, to fupport thefe
fhocking enormities and corruptions, the fubjects in ail quarters
muft be hard {queezed with the iron arms of oppreflion,-----
thence we may pregnolticate the fall of the Britith empire ;---
is glory is departing ;---the grand pillars of the ftatc tremble,
and are ready to fail. Rome fell by corruption, nor can any”
free {tate {tand again{t the power of it.  And if, to fupport thefe
extravagant enormities, the rod of oppreflion muft be laid on the
colonies, with hard and redoubled ftrokes : if the iron yoke of
bondage follow the rod of oppreffion, fliipping them of their
moft important privileges, and to faften them down in a ftate of
hopelefs,irrecoverable bondage : In fhort, if there be left to the
colonies but this fingle, this dreadful alternative,---flavery or
independency,---they will not want time to deliberate which to
choofe. But we hope better things, and that fuch direful events
can never happen, while there is a glorious prince of the Hano-
verian line upon the Britifh throne j---and that the wifdom,
goodnefs, and rcctitude of the Britifh parliament, will long, long
prevent fuch a fatal cataflrophe : And that the prefent unhappy

appearance,
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appearance will foon blow over, and terminate in an unity,
harmony, and love, between Great-Brtain and her colonies,
ftronger and firtacr than ever. ‘ -

From the foregoing obfervations, we remark the following
inferences and reflections. |

1. No obedience is due to arbitrary, unconftitutional edits,
calculated to enflave a free people.

No obedience is required, by civil conftitution, to edicts un-
conflitutional, and fubverfive of its fundamental privileges. They
cannot bind ; it is a flagrant abfurdity to fuppofe a free confti-
tution empowers any to decrec or execute its own deftruction :
For fuch a militating felf-repugnancy in a conftitution, necefia-
rily carries its own deftruction in it. No cbedience is due to
them by the law of God. If edics and endeavours of flavery
be grofs injuftice, a greatiniquity and provocation in God’s fight,
they arc uncommanded ot God,and contrary to his righteous will :
And a concurrence to promote fuch wickednefs,and bring on fuch
wretchednels upon a people, (free by nature, and by their civil
conititution) in an active way, or by a flavith non-refiftance,
and pafiive obedicnce, cannot compurt with the will of God;
but feems highly injurious to the honour of God, to theintereft
of religion, and the good of mankind, and particularly to all
the members of fuch a free ftate.  And this do€lrine of paffive
obedience and non-refiftance, applied to fuch purpofes, is a
doctrine of iniquity,and the grand fupport of mifrule and tyranny.
And it is the more hateful and abominable, to all free hearted
Lnglifhmen, becaufe it has more than once confounded thefe
nations, and brought them to the brink of flavery, popery and
ruin : And has been the fupport of thote arbitrary meafures,
which heretofore have thed the blood of the beft men in the
kingdom ; better men perhaps than are now living ; fuch as the
great Lord RusseLL, with others,who fuffered in Popifh reigns ;
whote blood, to this day, cries aloud againft tyranny, and for

Englifh
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Englith liberty ; and will continue to cry, with a voice too
mighty not to be heard, while there is knowledge, good fenfe,
and virtue, in the Britith empire,
 But further to illuftrate this remark,---1 would obferve,

Where authority, legiflative and executive, keep within the
bounds of the law of God, and the free conftitution, by which
they are empowered, and act purfuant to the truft repofed in
them, there the bonds of our allegiance and obedience are
entire and abfolutely indifpenfible.  But where they exceed thefe
bounds, (as is clearly the cafe in all endeavours of flavery and
ufurpation, upon the great and eflential rights of a free people)
there reafon tells uvs, and fo do the beft writers on the law,
*“ Their aéts are, ipfo falto, void,and cannot oblige any to cbe-
dience.” Tis a clear point from Magna Charta,(confirmed with
the greateft {clemnity, by the oath of king and barons, and
fince by almoft forty parliamenr<) which declares, ¢ We will
“ not obtain of any one, for ourielves, or any other, any thing,
«« whereby any of thefe concefiions, or of thefe Libeities may be
« revoked or annihilated : And if any fuch thing be obtzained,
« jt thall beNuLL and voin.” And asthere 1s no obligation of
obedience in fuch cafe, fo we cannot give up cur hberties,to the
arbitrary will and enflaving power of others.  The moft ap-

plauded writers of our nation tell us, we have no right or power .

fu to give up our liberty ; * it being inconfiftent with the law
of nature, the great law of felf-prefervation, bound upon us by
our MAKER. But, if we had a right to do it, by the law of
nature, yet, in a ftate of government, and as mcinbers of a free
community and kindom, we cannot do it ; becaufe, in this
ftate, we hold our liberties and privileges jointly, in common
with the reft of our fellow fubjects ; and thercfore cannot give
them up, without betraying the liberty and privileges of the com-
munity and kingdom to which we belong, and whicia we are

N

* Sce Locke on government : Page 158 and z43.
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bound with lifc and fortune, to preferve. Nor can we give up
our liberty, confiftently with the affeCtion, care, and duty, which
we owe to pofterity. Qur invaluable Englifh liberties are the
natural birthright inheritance of our poftecity, They are our’s
to enjoy, and cur’s (in truft) to keep ; but not to give up.  Nor
can we give them up, without betraying their inyaloable rights,
to which they are born ; and as much as in us lies, entail a
wretched flavery upon pofterity, born and unborn, to the late(t
generations, than which we can fcarcely do them a greater
wrong and injuftice.  The heinoulnefs of this inquity is expofed,
with great poignancy, by a late Maffachufetts affembly : ¢ They
« efteem it facriledge ever to give them up : And rather than
« lofe them, they would willingly part with EVERY THING
« gprLse.” *  [Further,

The beft writers upon government, tell us, thmt when the
authority cf a {ree government i vade the liberties of the people,
and endeavour arbiuwarily to take away their properties, and
reduce them to flavery under arbitrary power ; that fuch flavifh
cndeavours difiolve the government, and the fubjets obligation
of obedience ;---yea, conflitutes a ftate of war with the people,
in which the latter may reaflume their natural rights, and de-
fend themielves with all the power which God has giventhem ;
and that they may ufe this power in way of prevention, before
altually reduced to bondage. § This carries it much farther
than the remarks weare illuftrating ; and however that be,

It is allowed by all, we may refilt an invafion of our rights
and liberties, by robbers, highwaymen, or a foreign nation ; and
if the rulers of a free ftate (by breach of truft, in which the
people are over-reached, oppoted, and defeated in their main in-
tention) invade their liberties and properties ; why they alfo, in.
this, may not be refifted, is paft imy comprehention to conceive :,

hd -
e

* See their noble fpirited anfwer, in O&tober, to their gavernor’s fpeech.
§ Vide Locke on government : P, 154, 236, 237, 238, 243, 289, 290,

For
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For the right of refitance (I take it) is founded in the unalicna-
ble,indcfeatible right every tree man has to his liberty and pro-
perty, which may not be taken away by arbitrary will and power.
I might add, as they have a right to the entire fecurity and
prefervation of their liberties and properties, (for which they
enter into government) fo, when arbitrarily invaded, they have
but two ways in which to hope for fuch prefervation, viz. by
miracles, or by means :---But to expe@ miracles (in the neglet
of means) in this age of the world, is ftupidly abfurd : There-
fore they are left and fhut wp to the ufe of means, as their
only refuge upon earth. And, indeed, if no means are to be
ufed when the liberties of a people are endangered, the appoint-
ment and bulinefs of this day isa grofs ablurdity. For thefe are
means, and amongft the beft which can be ufed : Yet we ftre-
nucufly mairtain, it is a doGrine of godlinefs, and highly chrif-
tian, ‘¢ to fcar God and honour the king,” and to obey magif-
trates in the due executisn of their office and trufts, purfuant to
the bounds and truc ends thereof. And this leads to an ealy
an{wer to the facred texts, commonly alledged in fupport of the
dottrine of paflive obedience and non-refiftance to arbitrary,
enflaving edicts, fuch as ¢ render to Cafar the things which are
Cefar’s.,” We afk, are not the things which are Caiar’s,
Czfar’s ight and due ? But Cafar’s rights are limited,as well as
thole of his fubjects : Limited by the rights of God : ¢« Render
to God the things which are God’s :” Limited allo by fome great
and cficatial rigles of the fubje&s. And fuppofing Czfar demands
not his own rights, but the rights and liberties ot his fubjects, the
text enjoins no obediencein that cafe ; it is altogether out of it,
which terminates our obedience “in the things which areCictar’s,”
Suppofe he commands all his innocent fubje@s to lay down
their heads on a block, that he may cut them off ;---is ~ “is the
right of Czfar? Are they bound to obey ? Would nc fuch
flavith obedience be a high breach of the great law ot flt-
prefervation, and of the fixth commandinent, and moit highly
{inful ?
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finful ? The cafe is clear, words would but darken it.---Will
fuch obedience Le urged from Rom., xiii. 1, 2. *¢ Let every foul
« be fubieét to the higher powers @ For there is no power, but
of God. The powers that be, are ordained of God.  Who-
{vever therefore refifteth ‘he power, refifteth the ordinance of
« God : And they that refift, thall receive to themfelves dam-
« nation.” All perfectly right, but foreign to the purpofe to
which they arc applied. To make this evident, we afk, what
are thefe powers, that are ordained of God ? And what this or-
dinance of God ? Certainly not TYRANNY,---not ufurpation
upon the fundamental rights of a free people, to bring them into
bondage ; as it muft be, to be appofite to the purpofe for which
it is alledged.  To call this the ordinance of God, is fhocking
to nature, and abhorrent to reafon and common fenfe ! No, the
text means quite another thing :--- ¢ ‘The ordinance of God” is
civil government, which is nercifully ere¢ted of God in the
world, for the protetion and prefervation of the fundamental
liberties and rights of mankind, and not for their devaftation :
And ¢ the powers that are ordained of God,” are civil rulers,
acting accerding to their office and truft, for the end of govern-
ment, the good of the fubject and community : And here our
vbedience is moft folemnly bound ; fo that he who refift them,
in the due execution of their office, refiit the ordinance of God ;-
and fhall receive a heavy punifhment from God and man.
This appears the true fenfe, not only in the reafon of the thing,
but alloin the fpecial ground of obedience affigned in verfe 16.
*“ For he 1s the minifter of God to.thee.” For what ? to take
away your rights and privileges ? No fuch thing ; but « for good,”
for their protection and prefervation ; for which end he wears
not the fword in vain. To this we fubfcribe our hearty AMEN,
and it is- altogether confiftent with the inference propofed.
But to underftand the text, to bind us to fubjection, and to
pay our obedience to ufurpation and tyranny, is of dreadful
confequence :

”
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confequence. 'To make this the ordinance of God, is moft
{Liocking to a chriftian car ! In the Briufh empire, ’tis a doctrine
of rebellion ; it breaks up our allegiance, which we owe and
have fworn to King Georce Il and obliges us to go out of
the kingdom, to fome fureign tyrant and ufurper, to pay our
allegiance to : for (thanks to God) our rightful fovereign,
GrorGe III. is neither tyrant nor ufurper, but a moft highly
lawful king ; he afcended the throne according to the Biitith
conflitution, and with the univerfal voice and approbation ot his
people, throughout the Britith empire.  Theretore, in order to
maintain good faith and allegiance, according to our oaths and
conftitution, we are bound to renounce ¢ll obligations of obe-
dience to USURPATION and TYRANNY.

Will it be objected, for a people to fet up to defend their own
rights, to refift unconftitutional, enflaving edicts, is to break the
peace, and to make tumults and confulion in the community
and kingdom :---May we not afk, who is the aggreflor, he that
invades the right of a free people, or they who defend only what
is their own ? Is not the peace already broke ? Is not the grand
bulwark and hedge of protection and fecurity taken away, by
the invafion of the fundamental rights of a peorle, before they
make a ftep to defend themfelves ? And is it hard to determine
where the guilt lies, whether on the aggreflor, or on the people
who aflert and defend but what is their own ?----W 1l it be fur-
ther objected, ’tis againft the law, for private fubjelts to attempt
to redrefs public grievances ? May it not be replied, the law, in
fuch cafe, refpe@s grievances which are within, and remediable
by the conflitution ; and it is founded in the higheft reafon : for

private fubje&s, in fuch cafes, to attempta redrefs of themfelves,

is to take out of the hands of the authority that truft and power
which by conttitution is repofed in them ; which is doubtlefs
a very high crime and mi{demeanour. But this reaches not

the cafe of grievances of a higher kind,~-where conftitution
itfelf
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itfelf is attacked, or the fundamental privileges of it invaded,
which affets many large communities, and millions of fub-

jects, and the grievances are not remediable by conftitution :

Whether a people, in fuch a cafe, may not affume their natural
rights, and the remedies and defence ot a ftate of nature, is, per--
haps, nof hard to determine.---It is true, the beft conflituted
governments in the world are imperfect ; fome injuries may be-

fall fome particular fubjelts, which cannot be remedied.---In

fuch cafes there is no help, they muft be patiently and peaceably
horne ; ftill the bonds of our allegiance and obedience continue
firm, unfhaken, and indifpenfible. But when the fundamental
rights of community are invaded, it is {o far from duty tamely
to give them up, that, I conceive, duty to God and religion, to
themfelves, to the comimunity, and to unborn pofterity, require
fuch to aflert and defend their rights, by all lawful, moft pru-
dent, and effetual means, in their power : And this is a doCtrine
according to godlinefs,---the do‘trine of the Englifh nation,
which they have loudly publifhed in moft important tranfactions :
And which the found and beft part of the nation have ever afferted
and defended : By which our rights and conftitution have often
been defended, and repeatedly refcued out of the hands of
encroaching tyranny : And but for which, long before this day,
we fhould have been no free kingdom, but a horrid ftate of
tyranny and vaffalage. This is the dotrine and grand pillar of
the ever memorable and glorious revolution,---and upon which
our gracious fovereign, GEoRGE IIIL hclds the crown of. the
Britith empire.---Thus much I thought proper to offer, to dif-
tinguith that doctrine of obedience which is according to godli-
nefs, and is an eminent part of chriftian duty, without which
government muft difband, and dreadful anarchy and confufion,
(with all its horrors) take place, and reign without controul ;
to diftinguifh this chriftian obedience, from that blind, enflay-
ing obedience, which is no part of the chriftian inftitution, but is
L D “highly
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highly injurious to religion, to every free government, and to
the good of mankind, and is the ftirrup ot tyranny, and grand
enginc of {lavery.

2. Is tyranny, and the enflaving a free people, fuch a great
iniquity and provocation to God, and replete with fuch infinite
mifchiefs to mankind ; let us prize the free Britith confhi-
tution, blefs God for it, lament we have improved no better by
dur precious privileges ; and, to the utmoft of our power, {up-
port and maintain our conflitution, and tranfmit the bleflings
of it, in full, to rpoﬁcrity.

We have reafon to prize our excellent conftitution ; to prize
it very highly, next to our bibles, above the privileges of this
world. Blefled be God, we have on the throne a Proteltant
Prince, of the illuftrous houfe of Hanover, a race of moft il-
luftrious patriots, and defenders of the rights and liberties of the
people ; and for the prefent, and fo long continuance of the
conftitution, by which we are a people, an empire fo highly ex-
alted in civil and religious privileges above far the greateft part
of the World. It is doubtlefs amongft the choiceft of God’s
providential gifts to Great-Britain and the Britith colonies, If,
as a nation, or as colonies, we lightly efteem them, would eafily
part with them, and are unthankful for fuch great pifts, the
great God will be offended for fuch contempt and ingratitude,
and may foon take them away, and confign us to the evils and
horrors of flavery. Have we not reafon greatly to lament we
have no better improved our excellent privileges in knowledge
and holinefs, godlinefs, and all chriftian graces and virtues ; in
which we fhould have been as diftinguithed, as we have been
exalted, in privileges ? but 2las! are we not a finful people,
a nation laden with iniquity # Have we not reafon deeply to las
ment the great prevalence of iniqu'ty, whereby a righteous God
may be provoked to chaften us forcly, if not to cut us off from
the great privileges of his people, Further,

- This
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This fubject calls for our utmofk exertion, to maintain our
excellent conftitution, and to tranimit the bleflings of it, in full,
down to pofterity. A conttitution excellently calculated to fe-
cure us from all the oppreflions and infinite evils of tyranny, and
from all the confufions and terrors of anarchy ; and which,. as
a nation, we have long enjoyed, have held moft dear,for which
we have been the envy of neighbour nations, and by means of
it have rifen to a high pitch of wealth, power and glory. It
hehoves us, in our-feveral places, to the utmoft, to fupport all
the jutt rights of authority, fupreme and fubordinate,---and to
maintain all the rights, privileges, and immunities of the
fubje@t, which we hold by the fpirit of the Britifh conftitution,
and by charter. This is an cbject fo great and important, 1t 19
worthy the engaged attention of all ranks and orders of men,
and of every fubje&t. We have privileges, civil and facred,
O my brethren and countrymen, which are worth the taving,
worth the bolding, atthe deareft rate : And which (if need be)
it were well, it were good earnings of mortality, to die for.
And do we need motives for the warmeft attachment to our
conflitution and privileges 5 and for fuch vigorous exertions
in their fupport, as oft as occ¢fioned ? Let us look back to the
foregoing pages, and fee the evils, horrors and infinite mifchiefs,

~ with which a ftate of bondage is replete, and it will {erve as «

foil to fet off the tranfcendent excellencies of the Britifh confti-
tution, and the vaft importance of its fecurities. A conflitution,
by the fpirit and laws of which, king and fubjects all know
their bounds, the one of governing, the others of allegiance and
obedience. A conftitution, which exalts the Britifth king in
olory and happinefs, far, far above the moft high and abfolute
tyrante of the earth : In glory, in that he is king of free men,
they but mafters of flaves. He has millions of free men 11 his
dominions, the loweft and leaft of which, in point of freedom,
ftands higher and firmer than the higheft favourites and f;ni-

’ aifters
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nifters of tyrants, who depend on their fickle and arbitrary w'l,
And as far does he furpafs them in happinefs and feeurity alfo ;
in that it is moft intimately blended, yea, is the fame with that
of his people ; he lives, reigns, and dies greatly beloved by his
people, even as'they love themfelves, and has the greateft hap-
pinefs and fecurity in this world, in the law, and dcep-rooted
affections of his fubjects : Whereas opprefling tyrants have no
fecurity from the injuries of their tyranny, and live, reign, and
die greatly hated and detefted. A conttitution, in which the
free fubje@s of this vaft empire are exalted as far above the vaf-
fals of tyrants, in our fecurity, liberty, and happy privileges,
as our gracious king is above their enflaving mafters, in which
the lowelt freeman (however inferior in other things) yetin point
of freedom, ftands as high as the higheft fubject and peer in the
realm ; yea, 1s as abfolute in his freedom as the prince upon
the throne, for he holds his freedom and privileges upon the
fame conftitution as the king holds his crown, and all his
high prerogatives ; and in which we have moft ample fecurity
of our properties, and of all Englifh liberties and privileges.---
I am far from attempting a full difplay of the exceliencies of the
Britith conftitution ; a fubject improper, too delicate and copi-
ous, here to be attempted : but I would touch upen this fingle,
this grand excellency of it, to which the general fubjet invites,
viz. That it has amply guarded every avenue of flavery and ar-
bitrary power, and ftrongly barred them out of the Britifh do-
minions.---Could thefe monfters ever invade (we fpeak of an
internal invafion only) it muft be either by the fupreme powers,

or by the powers of inferior legiflatures, or by the conftitution’s.

vefting fome, or any bodies of the fubjects, with an inherent

ower to invade the properties, and take away the liberties of-
others, their fellow-fubjects, in fome part of the dominions :---
There feems no fourth way. But the conflitution hasfo fully

fortified againft thefc monfters, that it hath left them no avenue
| of
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of cntrance, in either of thefe ways. (1.) ‘They cannot enter by,
the fupreme powers of the Britifh nation, As to the ex-
ecutive power through the whole empire, whether fupreme or
fubordinate, it is out of queftion, becaufe it is all limited by law,
and cannot go an inch beyond it ; if it does, their power be-
comes no power, it is lawle(s force, and may be refifted like
all other lawlefs violence. And as to the fupreme legiflature,
confifting of K.InG, Lorps, and CyMMoNs, high and glorieus as
their power to do good is, yet have they no power, by conttituti-
on, to enflave the nation, or any pait of the Britith dominions,
by invading the great and cflential rights and liberties of the
fubje, fecured to them by Magna Charta, and by the fpirit and
fundamental laws of the conftitution. It is a well known ex-
cellency of the conflitution, often noticed and admired, that
cach hizh branch of this auguft legiflature is a balance to the
other : {0 that there can be no encroachment upon the liberty
of the fubject, without a cenjunction of the whole ; and fucha
three-fold guard and cord is not eafily broken. But further,

Each of the auguft branches of this fupreme legiflature, are,
bv moft folemn truft, the high guardians of the fubjects liberty,
and fundamental rights. If fo, it is a great inconiiftency and
contradiction, to fuppofe, they can arbitrarily and rightfully take
away thefe rights and liberties, of which they are guardians, to
a very different and contrary purpofe.  This high and awful
truft is committed to the King, when invefted in the regal
office : By Magna Charta, and his coronation oath, he becomes
the high guardian of the lives, liberties, properties, and immu-
nities of his fubjects. It has been long known,frem the writings
of Braton, Fortelque, and others, that the king is made and
limited by law : And the fublime end of his government is the
prefervation of the rights and good of his fubjeéts : But the na-
tion, as with one voice, proclaimed it aloud, in the grand tranf~

aClion of the revolution,  James II negleted and perverted
| ' S ~ this
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 thishigh and awful troft, by fetting up arbitrary power, invading

their rights and liberties, and endeavouring to enflave and ruin
his fubjeéts : And hereby forfeited his crown ; upon which an
injured and juftly incenfed nation took it from him, and put it
upon the head of a BETTER MAN : For what ? For the prefer-
vation of the laws, and fundamental rights and liberties of the
people ; the noble, the fublime end, of Englith monarchy.
This high truft and charalter of guardians to the conftitution
and people’s liberties, al{o belongs to the houfe of PEERs ; and
purfuant to it, the illuftrious peers of that houfe have often ex-
erted themfelves moft nobly, in the defence thereof.---And it is
well known, the houfe of CoMMmons are, in way of emphafis,
the reprefentatives of the people in Great-Britain ; and as fuch,
defigned to be the high guardians of their liberties and proper-
tres. And how ample the fecurity, the conftitution provides,
in all thefe high and potent guardians.. Moreover, it has lodged
a further fecurity in the hands of the people themfeives.  Should
the fupreme legiflature, by miftake, be in danger of invading
and impairing the great and effential liberties of the people,---
the particular corporations have an inherent right to give in-
ftruétions to their reprefentatives in parliament, and in that way
to prevent it : Or fuppote heavy grievances actually to happen,---
the conttitution provides a remedy, by giving the fubjects a right
to petition to king and parliament, who are to give them redrefs :

For (I conceive) they are not petitions of mere favour, but of
right, and ftand upon the fame footing in the law as all other
petitions of right, which, if well founded, the aggrieved are

entitled to a redrefs :---Or, fuppofing all thefe to fail,--yet no

parliament can exift beyond the time limited by conftitution,

and then the good people of the Britifh realm have opportunity

to right themfelves, by a new choice of fuch members as they

know will give them redrefs.  From all which, it follows, that

€ach branch of the fupreme legiflature muft contravene the great

end
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end of their high trufts and the good people of the Britith realm,

At leaft the eleGors, be ftrangely rc;;mf;, tz;\r::d Bx:gg}}v}gcgg ((:,f;nit})]g;t
re the nation, or any part o b o
(g;l;yi): t:’.fr:)ﬂaw:d. What nation can boaft a conftitution %;-Odi)a
{ecurity great,likc this ?--—-Nor, 2dly, can they cv%t:ointhe, a]}I,
the inferior legiflatures of p.artlcul.ar govcm'rr;::nts. Por th fythc
partake of the fame free, 1mpartxal, and rig| taous Plr(l:hments
grand legiflature, and are ah}{c guarded again{ en?rcl)a e f
and fome, perhaps, more friendly to the llb§rtlcs 0 htle; : J{ 'ri;
So that while they exift and ‘operate, accordlpg to the l‘f.l . c}:ter
and intention of them, the {lavery of the.fub)e& cag gegex enter
by that door.---Nor, 3dly, has. the co.nﬁxtutlon vefte toqln\;adc
any body of the fubjeéts, with an mbercnt Power. olxa vade.
the propertics, and take away the lfb'crtxcs of any ;;artlfig.{ed, ¢
communitics of fubjects, yvxth which .they are 63 ranchi hav)é
and according to conititution. .Amcngan (ubjt;l sl(g %e)s ave
1o fuch inherent power and right to invade t le. 1 elrlx o and
propertics of the fubjets in Great-Britain. T ns,ba. r”xe L
‘llow. And fuppofing fome hundreds of yearsf c.:mi, rx;?ﬂmd
away, the vaft continent of .Amerlca fhou}d Pe‘ 1(1) I I:p cﬁiould
with people and riches, that in numbers and ﬁec}\] t td jy hou!
furpats their’s in Great-Britain ; yet would all t 1; add n o §
t,> their inherent rights ; not the leaft meafure 0 fpmt’cr over
thofe Britith fubjeéts, more than they now lz?xe, 0 ?, to. ke
away a farthing of their monies, without their con int } nor
abtidge them of their right of trials by jury, or any ot ]e{dpthc
lece and immunity, which they hgld by law : .Nor cgp di y
gi:f)e fuch a power to others, as their reprefentatives, W xco ;y
have not inherent in thcmfelvcs.. All. wh‘lch s cloca.r.--- nft, ﬁ
other hand, neither have th.e fubjets m Grcat-.Bntan} :g}y uc
inherent power, by conflitution, over the Americans : for c;]an
give or delegate fuch an invading, enflaving powe to thole, Who,

. s Dlain,
n other things, legally reprefent them, The reafon mi) e}; ::‘r;c
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becaute as fubjes of the empire, and exprefly by charter, « We
*“ have all the rights, immunities, and privileges of Englith fub-
‘¢ jecls, to all conftrutions and purpoles whatloever, as fully as
‘“ though born in Great-Britain.” Now fuch an exprefs and
entirc equality, as to their inherent rights as fubjects, (whether
trecholders or others) does moft abfolutely exclude all fuch in-
vading and enflaving fuperiority and power of the one over the
other ; delegation of power, by the one, without the other ;
fuperiority of numbers, or wealth, or priority of fettlement,
whence the denomination of mother and {ons, and occafions
the empty flourifhes of enilaving wiiters.---1 fay, all thefe are
nothing in conftruction of law ; nor can, by the Britifh confti-
tution, operate the leaft advantage to the one; or difadvantage
to the other, refpecting their properties, fundamental rights,
liberties, privileges, and immunitics, which they hold by law
and chartcrs, the great fountains and bulwarks of Englith
liberty.  So that, I conceive, the fpirit of the Britith conftitution
mult firlt evanith ; the frame of it be cffentially altered ; and
the grand fecurities of it Le broken down ; before arbitrary
power and {lavery can invade any part of the Britith dominions,
either by the fupreme powers, or by inferior legiflatures, or by
the influence of fome particulars, or any bodies of the fubjects.
And fhould arbitrary power and flavery, by any means, work
itlelf into any part ot the Britith dominions, it could not fail to
be attended with the greateft mifchiets ; it would rob the crown
of it's brighteft jewel ; the conflitution of it’s greateft Rrength
and glory, it’s freedom, retitude, and impartiality; and injure
and expofe the rights of every free-born Briton. In fhort, fuch
1 its pervading, malignant nature, its entrance muft fhake the
grand pillars of the Britith empire, and the foundation of the
throne itfelf ; which ftands, and can reft fecure, only upon the
conflitution. -And befides the excellency of the conftitution,
we have other endearing motives to prize our birth-right privi-

leges
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leges at the higheft rate :---Asa kingdom, becaufe they are tran{=
mitted down to us, as in rivers of blood, which have been {hed
for their prefervation : As a people in this land, becaufe they
are the dear bought patrimony of our pious, noble {pirited an-
ceftors, which they have procured for us, atan immenfe coft
of treafure and blcod : And fhall they ever be loft, through our
treachery or fupine negle& ? God forbid | What crying guilt
this ! too great to be out-lived.  Let the mention of thefe things
warm and animate our hearts, with all proper affetions and
fixed refolutions, to the utmoft of our power, to maintain our
conflitution, and tranfmit our civil and facred privileges and
bleflings, (our beft carthly inheritance) in full, to pofterity.---
Such are our ardent affettions for thefe bleflings, -:md for the
Britith king, parliament, and good people of the nation, that we
have done and fuffered much for the common caufe ; and if
neceflity required, and proper requifitions were made, thould be
willing to do more,--=to run all hazards, and to the utmoft ot
our power, for the common good of the empire. But if more
than this thould ever be required, viz. to give up our funda-
mental liberties and privileges, or truth and virtue, religion and
a good confcience, ‘'tis too great a facrifice, aqd vainly to be ¢x-
pected : We are defcendents of, and, truf} in Qod, hcxrg to a
nobler fpirit.  Should we make a feint of {ubmiffion, while we
have no heart that way, would it not be hateful hypocrify £ .or
could we be fuch traitors to God, to ourfelves, and to our coun-
try, as actually to make fuch a facrifice, we thould expect the
deteftation of God and mankind ; thould be afhamed to live,
afraid to die, and more of a refurreion to everlafting condem-
nation and contempt. But in this, let us be unanimous and,
fixed (God affifting) by our piety and peaceablenefs, our loyalty
and virtue, and by all the benevolent and beneficent virtues of:
good chriftians, and good fubjects, to approve ourfelves worthy.
the proteCtion and privileges o{r': fuch a conftitution ; todo n,othmtg
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to weaken it, but hazard and lofe all for it's maintenance,
rather than lofe our privileges ; well knowing, in fuch a hazard,
we have a chance to fave all ; and that bondage and defpair
is worfe than death.---Could we be at eafe, in a bondaged
ftate ? No mote than we could be calm, without emotion,
with our houfes, our fubftance, and whole county, all in flames.
We remark, 3dly, It muft be well-pleafing to God, to hum-
ble ourfelves before him, and feck to him, by religious fafting,
and ardent fupplications, under the heavy sebukes of his hand,
in the threatning evils of the prefentday. We mutt pioufly and
dutifully acknowledge the correction of God, to whom (though
not to man) we have forfeited all our privileges : And a moft
holy God is righteous in all his dealings with us : It is a great
judgment of God upon a nation, when fuffered to fal into very
hurtful raeafures, which impoverith and tend to the flavery and
ruin of a free people ; and more cfpecially upon thofe, who are
inoft immediately affeGted by them. The diftant approaches of
fuch a ftate ought to be alarming ! But in propcition to the
great iniquity of fuch meafures, their innumerable aitepding
evils, and near approaches, they cught to be the more deeply
and pungently affeCting. When antient Rame refted npon her
natural and proper bafis of a free conftitution, the floud Brm,
* her legs were iron”: When upon the wheel of change, by
the entrance of arbitrary power, which at firft endeavours a
fort of incorporation into their free ftate, by which unnatural
heterogeneous, and deteftable mixture, the became greatly
weakened, ¢ her feet partiron,part clay” ;¥ whencethe tranfition
was eafy and unavoidable, to all clay ; which ended in a fpaci-
ous, mafly ruin :---A providential warning to all free ftatcs and
kingdoms, againft every fpecie of arbitrary power, and all in-
fraCtions' upon their liberties. The greater cur. trials, danger,
and perplexity, the more weighty and urgent the argument, to
bow ourfelves at the foot of God, and make ardent applications
¢ Daniel ii. to
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to him for help and relief. We have had our trials, O my bre-
thren, and countrymen ; have been trained up to them; as from
our infancy, or rather from gencration to generation, ever fince
our fir{t implantation in this wilderne(s land : But.I appeal, an.d
truft I have a witnefs in your hearts, through this great conti-
nent, we never had any fo peculiarly perplexing and exercifing
as in the prefent crifis. ' We have had invafion upon invafion,
from as falvage, as cruel, and dreadful a foe, as perhaps lives
upon the face of God's carth : But we have been inured to themn,
and trained up by a merciful and fucefsful providence, toa fort
of immoveable firmnefs againft them : But this trial comes from
a moft unexpeed quarter, and is of a moft perplexing nature.
We have had requifition upon requifition, from the Britith court,

. even the laft war ; we were chearfully obedient and ready, even

beyond our power ; we were (I may fay) lavith of our men, our
monies, and our blood, forthe common caufe, 'till we were re-
duced almoft to the brink of ruin ; nor did we count it much,but
good ceconomy, good parfimony, becaufe for the common good
of the nation,as well as for our own protection. And more,we
were, and are to this day, thankful to the Britith king and par-
liament, for their wile, feafonable, aiid effeCtual care for us, f\nd
the whole kingdom. We bleffed God. that ke gave us a king,
who feit for his fubjeCs ; that he raifed us up (at that grand
crifis) a miniftry of great ability and integrity ; fkilful, faithful,
and fuccefsful, who well knew the vaft importance of the colo-
nies, and how to prote@ both them and the whole empire ; who
will thine .in hiftory as the great ornaments and glory of the
kingdom. But now,---and while we were juft repofing our-
{elves from thefe trials and toils, and confulting how to retrieve
ourfelves from the evils, into which we -are plunged by - them,
and earneftly expeing a more clear, ample, and unclouded
ftate of fecurity and tranquility ; behcld, muft the fcene fhift-?
Muit new trials come on, from bad to worfe ? Muft we be p?t
‘ o
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to a new and moft ftrange trial of our loyalty ? Can it be, that
we muft be tried, whether we will be true and loyal in adhering
to the great and fundamental principles of the Britith conftitu-
tion, (by which our king holds his throne, and every freeman
his liberty) and to the fpirit of that govarnment, which we have
iworn to maintain ; or give them up toa ~-- power (in our view)
incongruous and inconfiltent therewith ? Whether we will not
give up our important privileges, and grand fecurities, (which
we hold by an indefeafible right, have earned moft dear, have
long enjoyed, have defended at fo great expence, and hold more
precious than life) for we know not what {lippery infecurities ?
In fhort, whether we will facrifice the free, the chriftian, the

truly Britith fpirit, in which we fo much glory, and fecl fo-

happy, and by which we ever have and muft defend our pri-
vileges, and be of any important fervice to the kingdom : Muft
. this great facrifice be made, (as included in the others) and all
th's without any neceflity, for no great provincial, continental,
or national purpofes, that we can imagine, but the very reverfe.
Good God ! what meaneth the heat of thine anger, that hun-
dreds of thoufands of thy poor fervants in this continent, {hould
be put to fuch impofible facrifices, and plunged into fuch moft
perplexing trials ? That our loyal hearts mult be torn with the
diftrels we feel, in which a difloyal thought could rever cnter,
and much lefs a difloyal purpofe ever lodge. Impoflible facri~
fices, to fuch a people, under fuch views : No,we muft firft be
unmade, and made up again of more bafe materials than Englith
flefh and blood : Qur Britith fpirits muft depart to happier re-
gions, and thofe of a inore baie and fervile complexion animate
thefe clay machines ; before things, fo entirely abhorrent to our
hearts, can be effe@ted. But what thall we do ? Shall we give
up all for loft, and fink down into a flate of inactivity ? The
noft unchriftian, pufillanimous, and worft thing we can do !
No, in God there is help, who is the almighty prote@or of the

injured, <--
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injured,---a deliverer of the afflicted, dnd * ready help in a.
titne of trouble.” Let us carry this important caufe to him, to
whom ¢ the kingdoms and nations of the earth are but as the
drop of the bucket, or duft of the balance,” who can give us re-
lief with infinite eafe. This is a chriftian, loyal, pious courle, -
the beft that can be taken ; pleafing to God, and all good peo-
pie. The nature of the cafe fhews it pleafing to God ; and it
is confirmed by the holy fcripture. It is evident in the inftance
before us, in the cries and falvation of afflicted Ifrael. When
they betake themfclves to this duty and refuge, O fee the found-
ings of his bowels ! O hear the {weet, the melting voicc of his
infinite mercy to them ! ¢ I have feen, 1 have feen the aﬁii?ﬁorx .,
< of my people, which is in Egypt; I have heard their groanings,
“ and am come down to deliver them.” And is fuch the im-
mentiiy, freenefs, and great condefcenfions of his mercy ? Is
fuch tus encouraging and heart-melting voice, to a diftrefled
and atilicted people ? Let us make him our refuge, who is our
father’s God, our God and only helper. With deep humility,
with ardent affection, and with entire truft (through Chrift our
great advocate) let us commit to God the perplexed ftate of this
great kingdom, and the glooiny diftrefled ftate of thefe colonies ;
invited by the moft gracious aflurances, that he is moft able
and ready to help us.---Our petitions are already gone,---our
cries will foon reach the ears ot our gracious fovereign, and the

" Britith  parliament, (under God) our great dependance : But

there is one thing more,the great thing of all yet before us,to en-
gage the favour and blefling of God, to render them fuccefsful :
tor he has all hearts and events in his own hands, to turn them
whitberfocver he will.  'When Efther muft go in to petition
the king, (in a time of great calamity,--- great, like our’s, yea
greater than our’s) Mordecai and all the Jews, who were under
a decree of ruin, muft faft and cry to God : They did fo,---
fuccefs follows : au animating example to all fucceeding a;\szs;.
e
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’ : :
We are urged to it by all the great evils, natural and moral,
which prefent themfelves to our view : By all our ardent affecti-

on for our gracious king,and for the tranquility, profperity, and
glory of this great kinpdom : And by the weighty concern we

feel for ourfelves, and our diftreficd country ; and by our duty

to God, and the crufe of liberty and virtue, (highly important)
if there be any in the world : nor have we any reafon to defpair
of this beft of caufes ; it is of God, and will finally prevail.
And befides, there ever have been wifdom and virtue enough in
the nation to fave or recover their liberties, when endangered ;
and {doubt not) if it comes to an obftinate trial, will be found
fo at this day, and for ages yet to come. In a word, the grand
importance of impending events, urge us with an energy beyond
the power of words, or of human voice, though it were loud as
thunder : Events big with the fate of the colonies, and perhaps
of Great-Britain alfo : For who knows the fatal confequences
(if relief fails) whether the Britith empire may not be.fhattered
info parties, torn into pieces, and, in the end, broken up and

ruined. * A kingdom divided againtt itfclf, cannot ftand.”
III.  We pafs to the third general head, to thew the good
influence and effect their oppreffions had upon the Ifraelites,
before their deliverance, as a tcaching example to us, under
prefent calamities.--- (1.) Their oppreflions wrought in them a
quick, lively fenfe of their mifery, and d:nger ot utter ruin ;
and great need of fpeedy relief.  When their bondage sirft came
on, by lefer, and perhaps almoft itnperceptible degrees, likely
they made light of it, and thought little about it, (as Ame-
ricans have done, as to what has heretofore pafied, now urged
by way of precedens, as the foundation of their ruin) but when
the decrees multiplied upon them, with increafing tesrors ;
when they were every way ftraitened, with the bands and chains
of their ﬂaycry s 'when their petitions were rejeted, and there
was no eafe, no avoidance, nor relaxation, no mitigatior; for
them
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them in any points; but tafk-mafters every wherc fet over them,
to make them to ferve with rigour : In fhort, when they faws
their bondage dreadfully complete, and their miferies thockingly
increafed and multiplied,---faw all their impertant rights decreed
away,-~-gone, forever gone ; no folid fecurity of life or liberty,
rehligion or property, remaining to them ; nothing before them
but poverty, hard(hips, mifery and ruin to themfelves, and dear
pofterity, for ages to come : This ftings them to the quick, yea
pierces them to the heart : Now life itfelfis a burthen to them,
they are weary of it, and fee a moft usgent neceflity of {peedy
relief.  And this pungent fenfibility of their mifery, and danges
of utter ruin, and great need of {peedy relief, becanie a foungla-,
tion and grand motive of their ardent cries to God ; for in pro-
cefs of time, ¢ the children of Ifiael fighed by rexfon of their
“ bondage,.and cried : And their cry came up unto Gad, by
“ reafon of their bondage.” Exod. ii. 23. -

2. They were brought to a lively and affeling fenfe of their
great and abfolute dependance upon God, for help and relicf.

Almoft four hundred years were now rolled away, fince
they had been in that firange land ; forfaken, and in a meafure
forfaken of God : Some hundreds of years were pafled, fince
God had appeared to them, with fuch fenfible manifeftation of
emunent favour, power and glory, as he had done heretofore to
Abraham, to Ifaac, to Jacob, and Jofeph, their pious and vene-
rable gnceﬁors ; 1o that they had almoft loft the knowledge,
veneration, and worfhip of God, amidft the igi.orance, barbarity,
and idolatry of the Egyptians : * They had ftrangely forgotten
the mighty works which God had wrought, and good things
ke had fpoken to their fathers, &c. &c. How entire their
dependance upon him, how ablolutely their all, for time and

cternity, was in his hands. But theis ‘wretched opprefiion and

It ;‘Pcars from Jofh. xxiv. 14. and elfewhere.that t] | ' )
tifed and funk into Egyptian idg)atry, here,that they were wretchedly apofta-

bondage
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bondage has a kindly operation, to open their eyes, and bring
them to their fpiritual fenfes, to awake and enquire after the
Lgrd God of their fathers, it happily they may find him, in their day
of extremity. For when they faw how complete their bondage'!
how deplorable their ruin ! how helplefs their ftate ! when the
mighty powers which thould prote&t them, became their en-
flavers ;--and from the greatnefs of the Egyptian powers,
(which oppreffed them) which were great, far above any of the
powers or monarchies of the'earth ;5 as alfo from the mighty
force and power of the motives, which did and would operate
againt their relief, viz. the haughty pride, the fordid covetoufhefs,
and enfnaring, complicated wrong views of felf-intereft, in thofe
who had fchemed away their liberty, and were {0 active in

their ruin : Hence they faw no hope, no help, from an arm of
ﬂe(h. ; but were driven of necefiity to make the mercy and the

ilmighty, everlafting arm of God, their refuge. Now they be-

gin to think, in earneft, of the greatnefs and glory,---the” im-

inenfe wifdom, power, goodnefs, and perfection of the God of
lirael, their fupreme, omnipotent and eternal king ;---and alfo,

how righteous, how abfolute, {upreme, unlimited, and all-con-
trouling his dominion, changing times and feafons, and di{pofing
of ftates and kingdoms, and of all their great affairs and revo-
lutions, as fcems geod to his infinite majefly : And hereupon
make him their refuge, their abfolute and entire dependance :---
f}s appears in the courfe they take ;---¢ They cried unto God.”
vxod. ii. 23, Numb. xx. 16. - |

3+ Their oppreflions brought them witely and affeCtionately
to confider their relation to God, as his profeffing, covenant
people, and their duties and hopes refulting from hence.

This feems evident, in that they cried to the Lord, and not
to the idol gods of the Egyptians : And that they made appli-
cation and cryed to God, upon the principles and encouragement
of his gracious cevénant, feems further evident in God’s merci-

ful
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ful an{wer to their cries, immediately fubjoined ; ¢ And God
¢ heard their groanings, and God remembered his covenant with
¢« Abraham, with Ifaac, and with Jacob. And God looked
« upon the children of Ifrael, and God had refpe&t unto them.”
Exod. ii. 24, and 25. They cry to God upon the encourage-
ment of this covenant, and God remembers them with the mer-
ciesof it. Doubtlefs with great gratitude, they now remember
God’s covenant ftipulation with Abraham and his feed, to be to
them a God, and for them to be unto him a people ; and af-
fectingly behold ! how high the dignity, how great the privi-
Jeges of fuch a ftate ; as alfo how great the duties, and how
high the obligations of fuch a people : How much the great .
God had done to endear himfelf to them, in the relation
of a covenant God,---partly in his very gracious and marvel-
lous difpenfations and appearances to and for Abraham, Ifaac,
Jacob, and Jofeph ; as to the laft, how marvelloufly he blefled
him, kept him as in his hand, in all his trials and dangers,---
highly exalted him with his right hand, and made him a great,
a fingular, and un(peakable blefling to his own people, and the
Egyptians,with other inftances of his fingular care and kindaefs
to them, as his people : Partly, in his very great and precious
promites ; particularly in that moft great promife, ¢ to be to
them a God ;” which, taken in it’s higheft fenfe and greateft
extent, is the fum of all happinefs ; the greateft and beft they
can poffibly enjoy, in time and. eternity. And to mention but
ont more, for the prefent,---as his covenant people, God gave
them the promife of the land ot Canaan, the glory of all lands;
and they had left with them, fcine very firiking and affecting me-
morials of the fulfillment of God’s promifes,as in the dying words
of Jacob; «“Behold Idie; and Gud (hail be with you, and bting you
¢ again unto the land of your fathers :” * And as a confirming
token, gives it in charge to carry hin. up, ¢ and bury him with
¢ his fathers.” || Sc alfo in the dying prediGion of Jofeph, when
" * Gen. lxviii, 21, I} Gen. xlix. zq. F taking
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(t:ﬂ{(;fég hli (}ag, ins 'cliy[ng farcyvcll of his brethren, he fays, ¢y
s e au t ;)}; uln Hurely vifit you, and bring you out of this
o Jant , un o e and which he fware to Abraham, to Ifaac
and to Jacob. “And as an enfuring pledge of it, he left his
lfmn;:s in charge with them, under the ﬁ)lcn?nity of an oath ;
“or 1:: took an oath of them, « faying, God will furely vifit you,
" am.l: .y;:l fhall carry up my bones from hence.”*  But all this
ho::iw lic Imuch more might be added) notwithftanding, they
ad greatly revolted from, and forgotten God, forgotten  his
gracious word, and mighty works,---his covenant and promi(cs
their rclation to him,and bigh obligations as his covenant people .
with all the great good he had fet before them, for tixr'1e Rnfd,
etcrmty,.to' allure, fix, and engage them in his 13crvicc ; but‘ §
tth:z}‘ aﬁi@nons,hc brought them to an atfeétionate reme:nbran ;’Z
of thefc Important things of their peace ; to remember I'L
with gratnt.ude and renewed truft, to return, acknowlede llﬂ;
werthip him in - fome fuitable. devout and becoming e
Horihip him in able, , ccoming manuer.,
ocs our nation and land need the alarmine jude-
ments of Qod, which threaten fuch great and extenlive d,?})"q 4
ons, calamity and ruin, to bring us back again to bod ‘ﬁ:n;
our deep revoltings.---By profeflion, we are g chrittian, pro
teftant nation ; in this land we are 3 people under thc, r;r)m{;
folcmp,cndcarmg,and awful bonds of the chrifti. ligion ; by
how little of the ' ' Hanits appen:
how the genuine fpirit and fruits of cariftianity appear
1ng in the nation and land,to what mught be expeéted fmﬁf th:
ig)rct'fztnc:f'e, of our privileges, and advantages, and obligations. Nc:
ation, no people, under heaven, more highly exaited n civil
and facred privileges, than our’s : None upon the face of tl‘;]c
earth, to thm the great God has more endeared himfelf, b
goﬁ-aﬁom(hmg difpenfations of grace, mercy, and (alvat,iony
..ﬁrg\ra)vg,reﬁfgtc;iilyh}:ashgc dfavecli] the nation with a moft merciful,.
gty hand, when upon the very brink of rujn ;

fometimes, f;

. rom the defigns, or et .

* Gen. ,.’24, .. defigns, great preparations and invafions
ot
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of forcign enemies, both French and Spanith : At other

times, from the no lefs dangerous, internal invafions of flavith,

arbitrary power. How great his mercy and falvation to the peo-

ple in thisland, faving them in all their great, unparalleled dan-

gers; and repeatedly delivering them from the jaws of deftructi-

on, with a high hand, and outftretched arm, with many tokens

of his great grace, and undeferved mercy. Surely, no nation,

no land upon the face of God’s earth, mere deeply indebted to
his infinite goodnefs, than our’s. Yet alas ! how foon, how

much, how ungratefully is all forgotten ? How poor, how very
unworthy and unequal our returns, to what is challenged by
fuch tranfcena=nt, infinite goodnels ¢ Yea, notwithftanding all
the infinite obligations of creating goodnefs, redeeming love, and

the mizhty motives from our chriftian profetiion, and from the
infinitely kind and endearing difpenfations of the great God to
us ; yet, how does iniquity prevail ? How does infidelity, hor-
rible profanenefs, and all manner of corruption, prevail ; and
threaten like a torrent, or overflowing inundation, to over-
whelm the nation, and bear down all before it, in terrible ruin ?
And fhall not a holy and righteous God vifit for thefe things ?
Shall we wonder we are threatned with {o great and terrible ca-
lamitics ? Or rather, thall we not expect greater, (if greater can
Le) if thefe fail to recover us to God and goodnefs ? And it
threatning calamities have a kindly operation, and do us good,
they will furely bring us affectionately to remember God, our
abfulute and entire dependance on him, and infinite obligations
to him, for all his tranfcendent and infinite goodnefs ; and will
engage us to return, through Chrift, and devote ourfelves to him.
And for animating encouragement, let us remember, wherever
a people thus think upen his blefled name, his word, his cove-
nant, repent, and return to him, in the trus {pirit and obedience
of it, he will alfo remember for them the great mercies and

bieflings of his covenant ; not only-in time, but to a blefled e-
ternity,
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ternity; according to the tenor of his gracious declaration-to Jew:
and Chrittians. Exod. ii. 24. Heb. vii. 10, 11, 12.

4. Another good effect of their calamities ; they were a-

wakened and ftirred up to the exercifes of piety and virtue,
It caufed them to pour out their groans and lamentations before
God, for their fins and wretchednels. God moft high, hears
~the groans of prifoners, Pfal. cii. 20.  But, of all cthers, he has
a moft tender regard for the groans of his faithful people, when
caufed by mighty opprefiions, by great cruelty and wrongs.
They were alfo ardent and importunate, in their fupplications
and cries to God : Looking above and beyond all other hopes
and help, they carried and left the important caufe with God.
Sc pathetick, fervent, and importunate were their cries, they were
(hike Jacob’s in another cafe, Gen. xxxii. 26. and 28.) fuch as
would admit of nu denial, no delay : they reach the gracious
ear and heart of God ; they cried notin vain, for their cry came
up unto God. Exod. ii. 23. It reached the mercy feat, and pre-
vailed ; the bowels of infinite mercy are as all in motion for
their deliverance. No language can be more tender and affect-
Ing than that by which it is expreffed. ¢Ihave feen,]have feen
the affliction of my people, which is in Egypt, and I have heard
their groaning, and am come down to deliver them.” Every
expreflion, claufe and repetition, thews how much the heart of
God was moved and engaged for their deliverance. Oh'! for
a {pirit of humble faith, of tervent prayer, and of engaging im-
portunity : Oh ! «for the fervent, inwrought prayer of the
“ nghteous, which avails much ;” for fuch a general fpirit thro’
the land, (in fuch a day as this) that it may prevail, and wc
alfo may fee the foundings of God’s bowels, and therein the ful-
vation of his people.---- Further,
They were a reformed, virtuous people. They were taught,
by their neceflities and diftrefles, to be very frugal, virtuous, and

induftrious ; that their poverty and ruin might not be immedi-
. | ately

+
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m ««ly and totally complete. Happy New-England | happy the

P

whole continent of America ! if we learn thefe important leffons
of piety and virtue, repentance and reformation, frugality and
induftry : if our ardent fupplications be accompanied with a
a renunciation of all vice and extravagance ; if to thefe be ad-
ded all the virtues of a reformed, virtuous people, with all the
Jovely graces of chriftianity, under the outftretched hand of
God againft us : Then fhall we be wrought into a happy pre-
paration for the favour and falvation of our God : Then will
he never leave nor forfake us, nor give us up to be a prey to
enflaving ambition and avarice, or.to defolating judgments :
But the Lord God of Ifracl will fee our affli¢tion, hear our
groanings and cries, (through his eternal Son) and appear to
deliver us : For ¢ he is the fame to-day, yefterday, and forever.”
And it is a ftanding maxim of his moft wife and holy, righteous
and good government, ‘¢ At what inftant I fhall fpeak concern-
““ a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull
“ down, and deftroy it : if that nation, againft whom I have
‘“ pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil
“ that.I thought to do to them.”  Jer. xviil. 7, 8.
- Finally, ina word,---They were wrought to fuclr a fpirit, as
thankfully to accept dcliverance in God’s way, and upon his
terms : Before, they weie obftinate and hard-hearted,---froward
againft God ; nor would accept Mofes for their ruler, judge and
deliverer, nor have deliverance in God’s way. This comes di-
reCtly within the defign of the holy martyr, for which he intro-
duces and improves this memorable part of their antient hiftory,
viz. to fhew the Jews of that generation, that, although they
had moft vilely rejected and crucified Chrift, yet he might, in
truth, be the great Mefliah, the anoined of God, and faviour of
the world : for fuch frowardnefs, and oppofition to the will of
God, and rejecting the faviour of his appointment, was no new
thing with their nation, To exemplify it, fo their fathers re-
S - jected
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jeCted Mofes, who was, neverthelefs, ordained of God to be ther
redeemer out of Egypt. And juft fo, in the fame fpirit, they
now act againft Jefus, whom God has anointed their mefliah,
their prince, and the faviour of the world.  This is his purpofe,
for wﬁich he introduces this hiftory ; nor could any thing be
better adapted to his defign. Sec this in his application, ver. 51,
52, &c. ¢ Ye ftiff-necked, &c. ye do always refift the Holy
“ Ghoft : as your fathers did, fo do ye, &c.” But God con-

tinues them in their cruel bondage, under the Egyption tyranny,

‘till he brings down this froward, rebellious fpiritin them ; ‘ull,

with a {pirit of thanktulncis, they would accept deliverance upon
God’s terms, and in his way. Moles was trained up in Pha-
raoh’s court, until forty years old ; and being well accomplithed
for the great work, for which he was raifed up in providence :
At thet age he was to vifit his brethren in bondage, defigning to
take his tortune with them, openly recognizing the relation, and
refufing to be called the fon of Pharaoh’s daughtcr 5 < cheofing
“ rather to fuffer afliction with the people of Gud, than to en-
“ joy the pleafures of {in for a feafon ; eftecming the reproach
« of Chrift greater riches, than the treafures in Egypt.” Hcb.
xi. 25,26.  He openly appears to head the nation, as their de-
liverer, by two nctable alts, in avengirg an opprefled Ifraclite,
by kiiling the opprefling Egyptian.  This 2t was likely by a
proplictic commiflion, in which he plainly {hewed he was wil-
ling to rifque his life and fortune, and run all hazards with them,
for their deliverance. A very noble, gencrous, bencvolent fpi-
rit in him towards his people. The other inftance was, by en-
deavouring to compromifc a difference, which happened be-
tween two Ifraelites, who were brethren : but they thruft him
away with contempt ard indignation, faying, ¢ Who made thee
“ aruler and judge over us P * In which they fhewed the
{froward fpirit oi the nation ; when, contrariwife, he {fuppofed,

® See the account more at large in the context, from ver, zo to 39.

by
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afl the remarkables in his hiftory, his prefervation in his ins
fancy, education in Pharach’s coust, now recognizing his true
rclation to the Jews, and openly offering his life, and to run all
hazards with them ;---by all they would have underftood,---
how that “ God by his hand would deliver them.” Ver. 24,
context. But when he faw ¢ they underftood not,” and the
fpirit of the nation was to thruft him away, he flees to the land
of Media Jor forty years more ;----then, by a voice out of the
burning bufh, is ordered back of God, with affurance to find
in them a better temper, ¢ and they fhall hearken to thy voice.” |
Motes returns to-them, with the voice of deliverance, and pre-
fently finds them in a different {pirit, viz. willing to accept de-
liverance upon God’s terms, and in his way. At firft, indeed,
they difbelieved him, and were backward to fall in with the de-
fign,---yct not from obitinacy, as before, but from a different
fource, viz. becaufe they were heart and fpirit broken by their
crucl bondage ; and could not believe the news, of fo great
good deligned for them ; as is intimated Exod. vi. 9. ¢ And
< Mofes {pake fo unto the children of Ifrael : but they hearkned
« not unto Moles, for angui(ls of tpirit, and for cruel bondage.”
IHowever, at length they weie brought to {fubmiflion to God,
as appears in their ready obedience to the orders of Mofes and
Aaron,---cipeciaily in the preparation and obfervation of the
paifover, that immediately preceeded their deliverance ; and
wiich was to be a ftanding memorial of it, to the coming of
the Mefliah, to accompli(h a redemption, innntely more impor-
tant for all his fpiritual Ifrael, whether by nature, Jew or Gen-
tiie. And no fooner were they brought to a {ubmifliun to the
will of God, and thankfully to accept deliverance upon his terms,
than he came down by his inajetty, power, and outftretched
arm, to accomglifh their long-wifbed for redemption. And
whenever the chriftian church, in any age, wnucr any gricvous
and heavy oppreflions, perfecutions, and calamities, arc wrought

| Exod, iii. 18. mnto
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into a pious fpirit of cordial and affetionate fubmiffion and .
fignation to the will of God, to have deliverance in his own
way and time, and upon his own terms ; they may expect he
will, one way or anather, furely appear for them. It s notto
be doubted, it the inhabitints of New-England, and the other
American colonies in this vaft continent, were broughtto a pi-
ous, happy fubmiflion to God,---in an effe¢tnal fzith and obe-
dience to the gofpel of his fon ; to love and live to the Lord,
to be to him a people cleaving to him with all the
heart, feeking him with the whole délire, living to his gofpel,
cordially devoted to his fervice and glory forever ; but in God
they would find ample protection, and great grace and favour.
Our calamities would foon blow over ; our light brake forth as
the morning, our falvation be as the lamp that burneth, and our
fears, perplexitics and lamentations, would foon be turned into
joy and gladnefs : For God’s ear is not heavy, that he cannot
hear, nor his hand (hortned, that he cannot {ave.

IV. But Ihaften to the 4th and laft thing propofed,in which I
thall be very brief, viz. to fhew how God appears for them
in their opprefiions, and finally accomplifhes their delive-
rance. ‘

Of the many things which might be noticed, I fhallonly ob-
jerve,----God fupported their hearts under thefe oppreflions,
which were defigned to break their fpirits : he blefied them
with bealth, and a muhtiplied, exceeding increafe *; the more
they were opprefled, the more they multiplied < he protected
their infant offspring, when doomed to deftruction, by a bloody
and moft cruel decree : he put his awful fear into the hearts of
thofe appointed to execute their deftruion, and hereby made
them their prote¢tors and prefervers ; in return for which, God
remarkably blefitd them: | He very gracioufly owns and
avouches them for his people, in the day of their extremity.

Moreover, he gives them a heart to look and cry to him, with
- a

* fzod. 1. 7, i Lbid, ver. 20,

£
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, 1t of courage and refolution to attempt their own deliz
verance. ' A promifing token for good. And finally, he wrough‘t'
out their ‘redemption with a high hand and outftretched arm
by the inftrumentality of Mofes, whom he raifed up for this ex-
cellent purpofe, and honoured in this exalted fervice.  And per-
tinently might we (with gratitude) recolle¢t fome of the many
and great favours of a gracious God to the people in this land,
Has he not, for feveral years paft, favoured the land with rc-l»-
markable.health ? Has he not increafed it, fince its firft fettle-
ment, with a great and multiplied increafe ? Perhaps no con-
tinent of ghe like age, now in the world, has been attended
with the like numerous increafe of its inhabitants. Has he not
often preferved us, when deftruction has been decreed us by
our cruel Heathen and Papal enemies ? Yea, and bleffed us
with great, and almoft unparalleled fucceffes ‘and falvations ?
Has he not blefled us in various kind difpenfations of providence
and grace ? and does he not yet continue many tokens of his
favour and kindnefs ? Is not that remarkable and almoft unpa-
ralleled fpirit of unanimity, unity, and public zeal for their im-~
portant rights and privileges, which now happily reigns in the
American colonies, a happy token for good ¢ As it is rare that
a free people are enflaved, 'till firft infatuated with a fpirit of
blindnefs and ftupidity, or fubdued by an infamous luxurious,
effeminate, venal, flavith fpirit of corruption, more fatal than
policy or arms ! will not pofterity applaud, and all impartial;
good patriots, and warm friends to the Britifh intereft, rcjoicc;

“in the noble ftand made by the colonies (in this day of t ial%

{for th.c liberty and welfare of their country, as an eflential and
very important fervice to Great-Britain, as well as the colonies ;
And fh:ﬂl we not blefs God, who raifes us up warm and ow;
erful friends in the mother country ? But who may bg ho-
m.)urcd,‘ as the great inftrument of our deliverance, and of fet-
tling Great-Britain and her colonies.in a happy ftate of tran-

G quility
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quility and profperity, God only knows. The moral |
nofticks cf fuch a happy change, are found in a wife attention
and dutiful improvement of the admonitions of God.

The APPLICATION,

1. The impending calamities which threaten us, are a very
loud call to humiliation and repentance.------ Ifrael’s laft and
foreft bondage, was a chaftifement of their perverfenefs. And
have we notreafon to conclude, thefe heavy rebukes of almighty
God, are out againft us, for our many, God-provoking fins ;
for our forgetfulnefs and great ingratitude to God ; for our
contempt of the grace of God, the glories of the gofpel, and of
the unfearchable riches of Chrift ; for our unfruittulnefs under
all our great mercies, obligations and privileges ; and fud de-
clenfions, in {pirit and practice, from the right and good ways of
the Lord : but efpecially for our pride, extravagance, fenfuality,
prodigality, and unrighteoufnels. Thefe, thefe feem pointedly
and peculiarly punithed, by the rebuking hand of God. No
enemy we have caufe to fear, like fin : None of our caufelefs
enemies in Great-Britain, none in France, none in the univerfe,
can hurt us like our iniquities.  Sin kindles a fire in the divine
anger, which (without repentance and pardon in the blood of
Chrift) will burn to the loweft hell. Deut. xxxii. 22. It lays
us open to the vengeance of an infinite God ; * to devouring
fire, and everlafting burnings ||.  If we confider the evil of fin,
in the nature of it, how infinite ! like as our obligations, in
which we are bound to an infinite God : ar, in its confequen-
ces, how vaft ! how dreadful ! how extenfive, innumerable,
and eternal, the deftructions of fin ! how has it changed angels
into devils, and torn them from their infinitely delightful feats
in Paradife, and plunged them into the abyls and everlafting

* Deut, xxxii. 41, 42. | Ifai. xxxii, 14, Matth. xxv, 46.
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«..aents of hell ? Wht terrible defolation and ruir hesit bro't
on the human race ; on the fouls and bodies of mankind ? How
did it drown the old world ; and kindle the confuming flames
of Sodom and Gomorrah, and fet them forth as an example of
eternal fire 7 What infinite mifchiefs, convulfions, confufions,
and revoluticas, has it wrought in the kingdoms of the earth ;
and how often turned the world into an Aceldama, a field of
blood ! in the feveral ages of it ? Yea, how has it not only
filled the earth with fuch unrighteoufnefs and violence, but peo-
pled hell with all its millions ofloft, condemned, tormented
fpirits 7 And the earth, and all its works, ftands condemned to
the fire and general conflagration. of the laft, great day[l. The
condemnation of fin is great : it is condemned by the reafon
and confcience of mankind, in the law and gofpel of God, in the
terrible executions of divine juftice, in the fufferings and death
of the well-beloved and eternal Son of God, and in the extreme
and eternal torments of the damned And when the great God
is rifen up in anger againft us for our fins, thall we not humble
ourfelves under his mighty hand ; that he may fpare us, as’ a
father his children ; yea, and exalt us in fafety * ? Shall we
not lament our provocations againft him, ¢ with broken hearts,
and contrite fpints ;” hate and reject all iniquity with indigna-
tion, fuitable to the great, the infinite evil of it ? Sha!l we not,
by believing applicaticn, fly for refuge and redemption, to the
blood and righteoulnefs of our almighty Redeemer, and to the
all-futhcient grace of God § ? And thall we not haften an un-
feigned return to God, in a {pirit of divine love, and new obedi-
ence ; In the vigorous exercifes of faith and holinefs, and dili-
gent practice of the duties of godlinefs, charity, righteoufnefs,
fobriety, purity, humility, frugality, and induftry ; that we may
be a people prepared for the mercies of God ? Does nof the
anger of God appear great againft us, when we confider the

li 2 Pet.dii. 10, *5 Pet.v.6, &7, §Ifai, xlv. 23. Heb, vi. 18.  Phil. ii, 13.
- nature,
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nature, the number, the degree, and long duration, of the

mities threatened ?. What more terrible in this world than
{lavery, under infupportable burthens, to fo many xpillions, and
to be extended to their pofterity through all generations ? Good
God ! what an alarming profpet this ? Did the land ever
tremble under fiercer wrath, or greater temporal judgments, than
thefe, if they fall upon us ? But, blefled be God, our cafe, how-
ever perplexing and diftrefling, is not yet defperate. How pa-
thetic, encouraging, and animating, the call of God by his pro-
phet : ¢ Therefore alfo now, faith the Lord, turn ye even unto
“« me with all your heart, and with fafting, and with weeping,
« and with mourning ; and rent your hearts, and not your
‘¢ ¢ rments, and turn unto the Lord your God, for he is gra-
« cious and merciful, flow to anger,and of great kindnefs, and
« repenteth him of the evil ; who knoweth if he will return
“ and leave a blefling behind him.” Joel ii. 12, 13, 14. And
the higher the threatning, the louder the call, and more weighty
and powerful the argument, for fuch humiliation, unfeigned re-
pentance, and return to God. |

2. Thefe awful rebukes fhould lead us to God, as our great
and everlafting dependance ; and to know deliverance and fafety
comes from his almighty hand and bleffing.

It is high time to %ouk to the rock, whence we were hewn ;
and to the moft high God, our redeemer. It we withdraw our
affe@ionate dependance from Gcd, how righteoufly may he
caft us out of his protection ? Our dependance upun God, how
great, how entire ! for a heart to feek himaright, and for every
blefling. ¢ The preparations of the heart in man, and the an-
“ “fwer of the tongue, is from the Lord.” | The councils of
the nation, the fpirit of the people,---all events are in the hands
of the great God : * ¢ Safety is of the Lord.” His unlimited per-
feGions, his fupreme government, his gracious word, and his
i| Prov. xvi. 8, 2, 3. ® Prov. viii, 14,15,16, Ch.xix, 25, Cb. xxi. 30. Ch. xvi. 33.
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.y works, all, all invite us home to God, in Jefus Chrift,
to make him our entire and everlafting dependance. Were the
way of our relict a thoufand times more difficult to compre-
hend and compafs, than now it appears, yet were there no
grounds of defpair.  Lhe {upreme, boundlefs wifdom of God
can find out a way of falvation to the diftreifed, not only far
beyond our conceptions, but far beyond the utmoft bounds of
human policy, or angelick wifdom ; as in Ifrael’s redemption,
and in the redemption of loft mankind, and in numerous iny
ftances of his wonderful providence. ¢ The Lord is a help
“ and fhicld, to them that fear and truftin him.” Pfal. cxv. ¢,
10, 11. ¢ The name of the Lord is a ftrong tower : the righ-
¢ teous runneth into it, and is fafe.” Prov. xviii. 10, Scrip-
ture precepts ||, promifes¥®, and fuccefsful examples § of prayer,
(too many to be here enumerated) all powerfully urge us to
make God our refuge,  to call on him in a day of trouble,
« that he may anfwer and deliver us ; that we may glorify
« him.” Ifrael’s fighs and lamentations were ineffeCtual, ’till
they cried to the Lord. Let ue never forget, our forefathers
were a generation that fought the Lord with all their hearts,
and remarkable were their fucceffes and falvations. Let us
never forget that fpiritof prayer and dependance on God, which
preceeded the firft conqueft of Cape-Breton ; nor that fpirit of
prayer, which was awakened in many in England, Scotland,
and America, which preceeded and attended the marvellous
fuccefles, and glorious atchievements, of the laft war 5 when,
previoufly, our circumftances were very deplorable and diftref-
fing. We believe our caufe righteous and importent, and there-
foic may be bold and firm in it ; and humbly apply to God

with encouraging hope. And if we make him our dependance,
and fccure his favour, what have we to fear ? ** If God be for

“¢ us, who can be againft us ?” Should caufelefs enemies rife

§ Pal.l 1. * lfai. v. 8, 9. § 2 Chron, xiv. 11, 132,

up



[ 56 ]

up againft us, cruel and bloody as Haman, avowing ¢
ftruction ; yet God can give our good king a heart more wife,
great, and good, than King Ahafuerus, and more tenderly and
atfeCtionately engaged for our protetion. He can raife us up
friends, more numerous and mighty than they ; full of a fpirit
of wifdom, humanity, juftice, and chriftian benevolence ;---with
- a benevolence heightened by their malice, to prevent their bloo-
dy mifchiefs, to remove our grievances, to procure and confirm
our fafety.

Let us call to mind, this day, we are planted in this
land for God ; and all our deliverances are wrought of God,
that we might be to him a people, uprightly and affeCtionately
Aevoted to his fervice.

Ifrael was called and fet apart for God, in the peculiar engage-
ments of his covenant, that they might be to him a holy people,
for a name and praife ; and he fubjeCted them to his yoke, and
redeemed them out of Egypt, and brought them to Canaan,
with a high hand, for his great name fake, that ¢ they might
ferve him in that place,” And let us never forget, that our
forefathers left the dear delights of their native countiy, and
fled to the inhofpitable defarts of America, not for worldly wealth
or honours, pomps or pleafures ; but for the glorious caufe of
liberty, and undefiled religion ;---amply to enjoy their civil and
religious rights and liberties ;---to promcte the caufe of truth
and righteoufnefs ; to fecure the bleflings, and promote the
great, everlafting interefts of the kingdom of God. We fuc-
ceed in their room, and are embarked in the fame great intereft.
And highly does it concern us, ever to maintain a proper indig-
nation againft every degree of that tyranny, from the face of
which they fred into the wildernefs of cruel {alvages ; to -che-
rifh and maintain a warm heart and affection (not counting our
very lives dear) for that blefled caufe, for which they conflicted
with (uch tiials, dangers, and enemies, and {uffered and hazarded

fo
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It well becomes us to remgember how they taught,

.y lived, and how affectionately, living and dying, they
;ecommended to us, the glorious caufe of liberty, and of pure
and incorrupt chriftianity. And highly alfo it concerns us to
confider, that all our great mercies and deliverances are wrought
of God, to endear his fervice to us, and engage us more warmly,
fixedly, and affectionately in promoting the great and everlafting
interelts of his gofpel and kingdom, And are not our inefti-
mable liberties and privileges chiefly to be defired and main-
tained to this end ? We are dying, but the caufe of truth and
liberty, the caufe of Chriflt and true chriflianity,will never die ;
but one generation thall arife to praife and exalt his name, and
fpeak of his mighty works, to another. Our conflict is fhort,
and foon fhall we be gathered to the fathers. Our great con-
cern is well to act our part upon this ftage, that we may enter
into the joys of our Lord, and fecure that immarcefiible crown of
liie and glory, which the chief thepherd and eternal judge will
oive to the faithful, at his appearing. Whether we have a
rough or finvoth paflage through the remainder of life, is com-
paratively of {mall moment ; but for eur dear pofterity, for ages
to come,---we cannot but be anxious, under the evils which
threaten us.  While we teach, and affectionately charge them,
to know the Lord God of their fathers, to ferve him with a per-
fect heart, and willing mind, in the fimplicity and purity of the:
golpel of Chrift, we cannot but be deeply anxious, and would
do what in us lies, to leave them in a ftate of full freedom and
{ccurity, and under the beft privileges and advantages, to know
and praclice the truth as it is in Chrift ;---to fecure to them-
{elves the bleflings, and promote the everlafting interefts of the
kingdom of God ;---of that kingdom of righteoufnefs, which
lies {0 near the heart of God, and of the blefled fuviour ; and
is chief in the hearts of the wife and good, of all ages. And what
better courfe, for the lafting fecurity and welfare of ourfelves,

out
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onr country and pofterity, than affeltionately to devote .
to the love and fervice of Chrift ; and ftand faft in the ..
wherewith he has made us free : To avouch the Lord to be

our God ; to walk in his ways, and to keep his ftatutes and

commandments, in that excellent pirit of faith, piety, benevo-
lence, and virtue, fo powerfully recommended in his word ;
that he may avouch us for his peculiar people. Deut. xxvi.
¥7, 18, 19. Mofes acting in this excellent fpirit, readily makes
the greateft facrifices for the fervice of God, of his people, and
their pofterity, when engaging and rifquing his all for the re-
demption of Ifrael. A fervice to God very acceptable ; to the
people very important and beneficent ; to himfelf, the gain great
and eternal. ' When heir apparent to the crown of Egvpt, and
to all the regal riches, honours, pomps and pleafures of the
Egyptian empire, he facrifices all, all thefe grand, alluring prof-
pelts, in refufing to be called the fon of Pharaoh’s daughter ;
choofing, (in that competition) rather to take part and fuffer
affliGtion with the people of God : Efteeming the reproach of
Chrift, with a part in his unfearcheable riches, greater riches,an
infinitely better inheritance, than all the treafure of Egypt, which
he had facrificed : For he had refpe& to the recompence of re-
ward in and with Chrift.---Here opens a joyous, a tranfcendert,
and unbounded profpet, in the cternal recompence of the juit,
which a faithful God will render to them in the great day. A
recompence great, beyond the power of words, and ineffable ;---
great, beyond all our conception.  * It has not entered into the
heart of man to conceive it.”---A recompence in the nature of
it, of divine and fupreme excellence ; in degrec, inconceivable
as the capacities of glorified fpirits in their moft exalted refine-
ments, enlargements, and improvements : In duration, everlaft-
ing : An infinite Ged is their exceeding great reward, Sucha
recompence for eternity, and for time, they that love, pray for,
and feck the peace and profperity:of his Jerufalem, thall profper.
Pial. cxxii. 6. Laftly,

[
————

executions of the wrath of God upon finners.

1t thould awake the moft fear

[ 59 1]
-)reatning calamities thould awaken in cvery
~due fear of God, and of his divine weath ; a holy
ureaa of fin, and of the eternal torments of hell.

What words can defcribe, or what imagination can paint, all
the horrorg, diftractions, confufions, bloody mifchiefs, and defo-
lations, which have been caufed by the ere@ion and exercife
of the tyrannies of the earth ? and thefe numberlefs oppreflions
3nh.mte cruelties, and miferies, which flow from them, plainl);
indicate them to be moft terrible fcourges of an angry God ;
and amongft his moft dreadful punifhments executed upon fin-
ful flates and kingdoms in this world. What the language of
fuch  threatning calamities,but the voice of lamentation and woe
to the inhabitants of the nation & land ? Thefe calamitics & mife-
res are very terrible in the nature of them, but far more o as
they are expreflive of the cvil of fin ; and confidered as terrible

‘ And’
revenges of fin, and dreadful executions of divine Wrafgtix:}:;;{iz
world, are but the beginnings of tribulation and forrow - but
the preludes of infinitely greater, and not to be compared to the
wrath to come; to the eternal torments of hell, v.hich await
the ungodly, who continue impenitent. Confidered in this con-
neCtion, thefe awful threatnings thould awake the moft thou ht-
lefs finners to folemn thought, and an attentive conﬁderatioé;l of
their ftate ; the mott carelefs and flothful, to anxious folicitude
and moft earneft concern, what they fhould do to be faved ;
and to vigorous activity to efcape the wrath to come.-—1In fhort:
efs, hardened finners to repen-
tance ; to break off their fins by righteoufnefs, and their iggq?i-'
ties by turning to the Lord : To look to Chrit the faviour and
fefcu.re: an mtereft in him, who, of God, is made to beliévin
p.emffznt;s, . wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanification, and redem %
tion.”  "T'is the concurrent voice of the word and providence of
God, “ Confider this, ye that forget God ; leaft 1 tear you in

. H “ pieces,
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 pieces, and there be none to deliver.”
civil flavery in this world be: fo very terrible,---and ..
fuch pains, ftruggles, great facrifices,and rivers of bloou, v..uc..
have been fhed for the avcidance of it ; Oh what is the far more
terrible flavery of fin, and accurfed tyranny of Satan ; which is
not only over the budy, but over the immortal powers of the
foul ; and the intollerable terrors and miferies of it extended,.
not only through time, but an endlefs eternity. And is not a
deliverance from this great and eternal ruin, worthy propor--
tionably greater thought, care, and pains ? If the chains of
temporal bondage be fo fhocking, and abfolutely intollerable to
a free and noble mind ; how much more thocking and hateful
the ftrong bands of fin ? How far more intollerable, chains of
everlalting darknefs, in defpair and torment? Your generous
fouls would difdain the approach of a civil chain, to bind you
and your country in a wrelched bondage ; and reient. it- with
warm indignation : But how much greater thould be your in-
dignation againft this flavery and tyranny of fin and Satan ?
Which is worthy cur far greater care and fear, deteftation and
dread. If the wrath of a king be as the roaring of a lion j---
O what is the wrath of an infinite God, inkindled by unbelief,
impenitence, and difobedience to the glorious gofpcl, which burns
to the loweft hell. Thefe things thould awuke in us the fear
of God Anfinitcly above the tcar of man: The fear of fin
above all calamity and fuffering : The fear of the wratly of God,
and gverlafting deftruion frem his blefled presence 5 and the
glory of his power, infinitely above all the evils of this mortal
flat¢. Thelfe things thould infinitely cnde:r the bleffed Saviour
terus, who delivers his people from the power and guilt of fin,
from the horrid tyranny of Satan, from everlafling deftruction,
and finally from all evil ; who vindicates them into all the
blefled libertics of the fons of God, in a free happy fpirit of
holinefs, 'and in a firm tule to all the immunitics and immenfe
privileges
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1 of God. O happy they, that are
, who have chofen and are blefled with

...l ... nim, which fhall never be taken away.-==«
Happy ... p<ople who effectually know, in this their day, the

things of their eternal peace.
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