PROCLAMATION.

HEREAS, in jut Punithment of our manifold Tranfgreflions, it hath pleafed the
Supreme Difpofer of all Events to vifit thefe United States with a calamitous War,
through which his Divine Providence hath hitherto in a wonderful Manner condu&ted us, fo that
we might acknowledge that the Race 18 not to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong: AND
WHEREAS, notwithftanding the Chaftifements reccived and Benefits beftowed, too few
have been fufficiently awakened to a Senfe of their Guilt, or warmed with Gratitude, or taught
to amend their Lives and turn from their Sins, that fo he might turn from his Wrath: AND
WHEREAS, from a Confcioufnefs of what we have merited at his Hands, and an Apprehen-
fion that the Malevolence of our difappointed Enemies, like the Incredulity of Pharaoh, may be
ufed as the Scourge of Omnipotence to vindicate his flighted Majefty, there is Reafon to fear
that he may permit much of our Land to become the Prey of the Spoiler, our Borders to be
ravaged, and our Habitations deftroyed :

RESOLVED,

THAT it be reccommended to the feveral States to appoint the Firft Thurfday in May
next to be a Day of Fafting, Humiliation, and Prayer to Almighty God, that he will be
pleafed to avert thofe impending Calamities which we have but too well deferved : That he
will grant us his Grace to repent of our Sins, and amend our Lives according to his Holy
Word: That he will continue that wonderful Protection which hath led us through the Paths
of Danger and Diftrefs: That he will be a Hufband to the Widow, and a Father to the fa-
therlefs Children, who weep over the Barbarities.of a Savage Enemy: That he will grant us
Patience in Suffering, and Fortitude in Adverfity: That he will infpire us with Humility, Mo-
deration, and Gratitude in profperous Circumftances: That he will give Wifdom to our Coun-
cils, Firmnels to our Refolutions, and Vi€lory to our Arms: That he will blefs the Labours of
thc Hufbandman, and pour forth Abundance, fo that we may enjoy the Fruits of the Earth in
due Seafon: That he will caufe Union, Harmony, and mutual Confidence to prevail through-
out thefe States: That he will beftow on our great Ally all thofe Bleflings which may enable
him to be glorioufly inftrumental in proteCting the Rights of Mankind, and promoting the
Happineis of his Subjefts: That he will bountifully continue his paternal Care to the Com-
mander in Chief, and the Officers and Soldiers of the United States: That he will grant the
Bleflings of Peace to all contending Nations, Freedom te thofe who are in Bondage, and Com-
fort to the AfliCted: That he will diffufe Ufeful Knowledge, extend the Influence of True Re-
ligion, and give us that Peace of Mind which the World cannot give: - That he will be our
Stield in the Day of Battle, our Comforter in the Hour of Death, and our kind Parent and
merciful Judge through Time and through Eternity.

Done in CoNGRESS, this Twenticth Day of March, in the Year of Our Lord One
Thowfand Sevem Hundred and Sevemty-Nine, and in the Third Year of our

Independence. :
| JOHN JAY, Prefident.
Atteff. CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.
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