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PROCLAMATION,
For A Day or Pusric FASTING axno PRAYER.

Religious Exercife, thereby to implore the Blefling of GO D upon all the Undertakings ot his Yeople ; this

Ufage hath been peculiarly fuitable to the interelting and alarming State of our public Affairs during the War,
when, amidft our Prayers for the common and ordinary Blefliags of Life, we continually have had Occafion to
fupplicatc the extraordinary Aid and Prote&@ion of the Almighty, againft the imminent Dangers to which we have
been expofcd, from the Attempts of thofe who have arifen up sgainft us: He ‘hath been gracioufly pleafed to hear
our Prayers, and not only to Deliver us from the Deftru@tion with which we were Threatned, but allo to remove
all further Apprehentions of Danger, by difpofing the King of Great-Britain to Acknowledge the Independence
of the United States of Ameriea, and together with the other Belligercnt Powers, to agree upon the Terms of a
Peace, which, under Divine Providence, will lay a firm and lafting Foundation for our Security ; at fuch a Time
then, itis peculiarly fit and becoming for us as a Pe~ple, while we exprefs our Gratitude to Almighty G O D for
his numerous and unmerited Favors, to humble ourfelves beforc Him for our manifold Sins, and to profefs our

intire Dependence wpon his paternal Care, befeeching Him to give us his Grace that we may be enabled to improve
his Mercics to his Honor and Glory : .

IT has been the laudable Pradtice of this Country, to open the Bufinefs of the Year, by fetting apart a Day for

W HEREFO R E [ have thought fit to appoint,and with the Advice and Confent of the Council, I do hereby
appoint T HURG6 D A Y the FiyrerNTH DAy OF May next epfulng, tww be a Day of

FPASTINGandP? R AY E R throughout this Commonwealth, calling upon Minifters and Pcople of all
Denominations to affemble together on that Day, and with one Heart and one Voice to humble themfelves before
the Throne of Grace, confefling their Sins and imploring Forgivenefs of the fame, and befeeching Almighty G U D,
“That he would be pleafed to continuc his Gracious Providence over us; efpecially, That he would profper
the Councils of the Congrefs, and of the General Affembly of this State, giving them Wifdom, Firmnefs and
Unanimity, and dire@ing them to the beft Meafures for the public Good : That he would pleafe to preferve and
firengthen our Union, blefs our Allies, and render the Conne&ion " formed by the United States and thofe Natioas,
a mutual and latting Bencfit to all : That he would be pleated to infpire all our Magiftrates with Wifdom and
Integrity, and the People with a fervent and difinterefted Love to their Country, and with a Spirit of Unity, that
fo being mindful of the great Things GO D has done for them during the War, they may make aright Ufe o
the Bleflings of PEack : That he would be pleafed to blefs our Hufbandry, 1o revive and profper our Trade,
Navigation and Fithery : Andthat he would crown the Year with his Goodniefs, and blefs us with Health and
Plenty: That he would blefs all Schools and Seminarics of Learning, and above all that he would be pleafed 0
give us truc Repentance, to forgive us all our Sins and induc us with his Grace. that we may amend our Live-
according to his Word : And finally that he would over-rule all Events to the Advancement of the Redecmer’s
Kingdom, and the Eftablithment of Univerfal Peace and good Will among men.

And it is earneftly recommended to all People throughout this Commonwealth, to obferve faid Day as a Day
fct apart for Rcligious Worfhip, and to abftain from all fervile Labor or Recreation thercon.

G IV E N at the Council-Chamber in B O ST ON, this Twenty-Third Day of April, inthe Year of
our L O R D One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Eighty-Three, and in tke Scventh Year of the
INDEPENDENCE of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA.

JOHN HANCOCK

By His Excellency’s Command,
With the Advice and Confent of the COUNCIL,

JOHN AVERY, jun. Secrctary. |
GOD Save THE UNITED STATES or AMERICA '



