Commonwealth ot Mafachufetts.
By Hs EXCELLENCY

JOHN HANCOCK, Ffquire,

Governor of the Commonwealth of Maffachuferss.
APROCLAMATILION,
For a Day of FASTING and PR AYER.

T being our indifpenfable Duty to ackuswledoe our abfolute Dependance on.the Supreme Ruler of the Univerfe,
by feeking for Dircction and Succefs in all our Affuirs ; and the Approaches of the Spring more efpecially call-
ing upon us publicly to implore the Divine Bleffing on the Concerns and OccuFrences of the Year enfuing :

I HAVE thought fit to appoint, and with the Advice and Confent

of the Council, do appoinc THURSDAY, #/c fiftcenth Day of Avkis next, to be obferved as a Day of general
Fafting ard Prayer, throughout this Commonwealch ; hereby calling upon Minifters and People, in their re-
{pective religious Affemblies, devoutly to obferve the fame, by humbly and penitently confefling cheir Sins, and
imploring pardoning Mercy of G O D, through the Meritsof JESU S CHRIS T, and by offering up fer-
vent Prayers and Supplications to Almighty GOD, for all thofe Mercies which we fland in Need of, efpecially
that he would blefs che public Courcils and Determinations of Congrefs, giving them Wifdom, Firmnefs and
Unanimity, and direting them to the beft Meafures for the public Good : That he would pleafe to preferve
and ftrengthen the Union, blefs our Allies, and render the Conne&ion formed, mutually Beneficial : That the
Bleflings of civil and religious Liberty, of good Government and Order, may be the happy Portion of the Peo-
ple of this Commonwealth, and that being latcly refeued through the Livine Goodnefs, from che Danger and
Calamities of War, they may long enjoy the Bleflings of Peace: Uhat through the courfe of the Year the
Adminiflration of civil Government, the Hufbandry, Merchandize, and Fifhery, may be blefled and profpered :
That he would crown the Year with his Goodnefs, and caufe Healih to prevail through the Land : That he
would blefs all Schools and Seminarics of L.earning : That he would pleafe to give us true Repentance, forgive
us our Sins, and endue us with his Grace, fo that all Orders and Ages of Mcn may amend their Lives : And
that the Religion of our blefled Saviour, in the Purity of it, may prevail throughout the World.

And I do recommend to the People of this Commonwealth to abftain from all fervile Labour and Recreations

on faid Day.

GIVEN at the Council Chamber in B2 ST O N, the thirteenth Day of March, in the Year of our LORD,
Ore Thoufand, feven Hundrcd and Figlty-Four, and in the eighth Year of the INDEPENDENCE of the

UNITED SITATES of AMERICA.
JOHN HANCOCK.

By his Excerrency’s Command.

JOHN AVERY, jun. Secy.

G O D fave the Commonzwealth of M AS S ACHUSET T S.
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