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SATURDAY, Marbh 16, 1776.

"W N times of impending calamity and diftrefs ; when the Liberties of America are imminently
I .endangered by the fecret machinations and open affaults of an infidious and vindi&tive Admi-

niftration, it becomes the indifpenfable duty of thefe hithertgfree and happy Colonies, with true
penitence, of heart, and the moft reverent devotiem, publickly to acknowledge the oter-ruling provi-
?encc of God ; to confefs and deplore our offences againft him ; and to fupplicate his interpofition
for*sv_crting the tlucaxmu}dﬁée:, and profpering our ftrenuous efforts in the caufe of Freepowm,

Virtue and PosTErITY.

Tre CON‘GRESS therefore, confidering the warlike preparations of the Britith Miniﬁry to fub-
vert our invaluabie rights and privileges, and to redace us by fire and fword, by the favages of the
wildernefs and our own domeftics, to the moft abje and ignominious bondage : Defirous, at the fame
time, ic have people of all ranks and degrees, duly impreffed with a folemn fenfe of God’s fuperin-
tending providence, and of their duty devoutly torely in all their lawful enterprizes on his aid and
~ dire@ion----do earneftly ;toommq*thn FRID AY, the fevenieenth day of May next, be ob-
ferved by the faid Colonies as 2 day of HU M lLI'A TION, FASTING,andPRAYER;
that we may wlth umtedharts cmie& tntk manifold fins and tranfgreflions, and by a

fincere repentuecnd m&nent of Tk, qp‘ his righteous difpleafure, and through the merits
~and mediations of jeﬁuchﬂ, .ha-uqm-don whd forgivenefs ; humbly unp!briﬁg his afliftance to
fruftrate the cruel purpofes of our unnatural enemies ; and by inclining their hearts to juftice and be-

nevolence, prevent the further effufion of kindred blood. But if continuing deaf to the voice of
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manifold fins and traafgreffions, and by a
is righteous difpleafure, and through the merits

and mediations of Jefi ug Fhrift, ahgis bis p s - brasly implertig his afiftdnce to
fruftrate the melpnq*‘em' atui m Mt&‘irheam tojuftice and be-
nevolence, prevent the further cffufion of kindwed Wbod. But if continuing deaf to the voice of

reafon and humanity, and inflexibly ben on m and war, they conftrain us to repel their
hoftile invafions by open refiftance, that it may pleake s8¢ Lord of Hofis, the God of Armies, to ani-
mate our Officers and Soldiers with invincible fortitade, to guard and prote& them in the day of
battle, and to crown the Continegtal arms by fea and land with vitory and fuccefs : Earneftly be-
feeching him to blefs our civil Rulers and the Reprefentatives of the People in their feveral Affemblies
and Coaventions ; to preferve and firengthen their Union, to infpire thém with an ardent difin-

teretted love of their Country ; to give wifdom and fability to their Councils; and dire& them to the
moft efficacious meafures for eftablithing the Rights of America on the moft honcrable and perma-

nent bafis---that he would be gracioudly pleafed to blefs all his People in thefe Colonies wih Health

and Plenty, and grant that a fpirit of incorruptible Patriotifm and of purc undefiled Religion may

umvcr{'a.lly prevail ; and this Continent be fpeedily reftored to the blcﬁings of Peace and Liberty, and

enabled to tranfmit them mvnolate to the lateft Pofterity. And it is recommended to Chriftians of all

denaminations to affemble for Public Worthip, and abftain from fervile Labour on the faid Day.

By Order of Congrefs, »

JOHN HANCO CK, Prefident
f!tteﬂ. CHARLES THOMS ON, Secretary.
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