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¥ N times of impending calamity and diitrels ; when the Uiberties of America are imminently endangered

the fecrer machipations and open aflavles of an infidives and vindictive Adminillration, ic becomes

the indilpenfible duty of thefe hitherto frec and happy Colanies, with true penicence of heare, and the

moft reverent devotien, publickly to acknowledge the over ruling providence of God ; to confefs and deplore

our offences againft him ; and to fupplicat® his interpofition for aveiting the threatened danger, and pref-
pering our ftrenuous cfforts in the caufe of Frezvox, VirTus and Poscertiry,

. Tue Concriss therefore, confidering the warlike preparations of the Bdtith Minittry to fubvert our ing
vable rights and privil and co reduce us by fire and fword, by the favages of che wildernets and our
own dotiedl ft abje@ and ignominious bondage : Defirous, at the {ame time,. to have people of
ol ranks and degrees, mprefled with a folemn Yenfe of God's fuperintending providence, and of their
devoudy to rely in all cheir lawful enterprizes on his aid aad direion—do earneftly recommend, thas
1D AY, the feveircenth day of May nexc, be cbferved by the faid Colonics as a day of H U M I-
ATION, FASTING, and PR A Y E R; that we may with united hearts confefs and
« our menifold fias and tranfgreflions, and by a (inceré repentance and amendmens of life, appeafe his
Yighteous . and through the merics and mediacion of Jefus Churift, obeain his pardon and forgive-
3 humbly imploring his afliftance to fiuftrace the cruel purpofes of our unnasdral eaemies § and by in-
clining their beares m_juﬂice and benevolence, prevent the furcher effufion of kindred blood. | Bur if con-
inuing deaf to the voice of reafon and humanity,aad inflexibly bene on defolation and ‘war, they conftrain
w oo repel their hoftile iuvafions by open refiftance, thac it may pleafe tbe Lord of Hofts, the God of Armies,
‘oo ambmate oue Officers and Soldiers with invincible fortitide, to guard and prote@ them jin the day of bac-
e, wnd 6 trown the Continental arms by fca and land with viftory and fuccefs : Earneftly befeeching him
¢o blefs odir civil Rulers and the Reprefentatives of the People in their feveral / fiemblies and Conventions ;
~ topreferve and firengthen their Union, vo infpire them with an ardent difintereiled love of their Councry ;
90 give Wifdom and {tabiliey to their Councils ; and dirs& them to the moft efficiciour meafures for cfts-
ring the Rights of 3 merict on the moft henorable and permancat bafis—thac he would be gracioufly
. pleafied to Bleh all liis Peoplé in chefé Celonles wich Health and Plenty, and granc that a fpiric of incorrupti-
Pagionlin gad of pure undefiled Religion may univerfally prevail ; and chis Continent be fpeedily retto-
ged co she ﬁ: Pesss and Liberty, and ensbled to wanfmit them inviolete to the laceft PoQerity:-
And ic is reosmmended to Chriltians of all dewominations to affemble for Public Worthip, arid bitain frem
furvile Labous on the RidDly. By Order of Congrefs,

;L ~ IJOHN HANCOCK, Persment:
" dnh CRARLES THROMPSQN, Screary. |
Colony of the
: ' s COUNCIL 4l 5 1172

-

mwd

RAD cad saseptod, snd Oréirsd, Thet o fuimble Number be pristed, ia order that sack of the religious AGkablies 1a 14 Coleay, @37

T ) Seot down for Cencutrence. PEREZ MORTON, Dep. Sec'ry,
In &¢ Houk f REPRESEN TATIVES, Mril 4, 1776,
Riid el coutun’d, . SAMUEL FREEMAN, Speaker, pro Tech, -
- o Y4MES OTIS, . .
- - Cialtsd o, ~ ZEN7NMIN GREENLEAF,
7 CALEB CUSHING, .
_ _ HN WINTHRQP,
! HN B HETCOMSB,
' - LDAD TAYLOR,
MICHAEL FARLEY,
OSEPH PALMER, |
'AMUEL HQLTEN, ~
MDSES GILL, ,
| ~ FOSEPH GERRISH,
B ,BENgAMIN LINCOLNS
CHARLES CHAUNCT,
ZOHN TAYLOR, |
ENFAMIN WHITE,

GOD ¢4arxsat PEQPLE.



