In Provincial Congrefs.
Cambridge, February 16, 1775.

'HERE AS it bas pleafed Almighty GOD, 1he juft and good
l Governor of the World, to permit Jo great a Calamit] to befall
us, as the prefent Controverfy betwcen Great-Britain and #hefe

Colontes, and which threaten us with the Evils of War :

And whercas it bas been the anrual, and laudable Cuftorm of this Colony,
at the Opening of the Spring, to obferve a Day of FAsTING and PRAYER,
to bumble themfelves before GOD for their Sins, and to 1mplore bis For-
grvinefs aad Bleffing : |

It is therefore RESOLVED, as the Senfe of this Congrefs, thar it
is highly and peculiarly proper, and a Duty incumbent upon this People ;
more efpecially at a Time of fuch general Diftrefs, that a Day of pub-
lick FastTixG and Praver fhould be obferved and kept throughout chis
Colony, not only on Account of the prefent Calamity, but alfo in Con-
formicy to the laudable Cuftom of our Anceftors : And it is accordingly
recommended to the feveral religious Affemblies in the fame, that
‘THursDAY the Sixteenth Day of March next, be obferved as a Day of
FasTiNG and Prayer, to humble ourfelves before GOD, on Account of
our Sins, to implore his Forgivenefs, to beg his Blefling upon the La-
bours of the Ficld, upon our Merchandize, Fifhery and Manufa&ures,
and upon the various Means ufed to recover and preferve our juftRights
and Liberties : And alfo chac his Blefling may reft uponall che Britith
Empire, upon GEORGE the Third our righcful KING, and upon all che
Royal Family, that they may be greac and lafting Bleflings to the World ; -
to implore the Qutpourings of his Spirit, to enable us to bear and fuffer,
whatever his holy and nighteous Providence may fee fic o lay upon us;
and alfo humbly to fupplicace his Diretion and Afliftance, to difcover
and reform whatever is amifs, that fo he may be pleafed co remove thefe
heavy Affliions, thefe Tokens of his Difpleafurc ; and may caufe Har-
mony andUnion to be reftored beewecenGreat-Britain and chefeColonies ;
and chat we may again rejoice in the free and undifturbed Exercife of
all thofe Rights and Privileges, for che Enjoyment of which our pious
and vircuous Anceftors braved every Danger, and tranfmitced che fair

Pofleflion down to their Children, to be by them handed down intire to
the lateft Poftericy.

Staned by Order of the Provincial Congref-,

JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident.



