By vis EXCELLENCY

MATTHEW GRISWOLD, ESQUIRE,

Governor and Commander in Chief, in and over the State
of CONNEcCTICUT, in Anerica;

A PROCLAMATION.

JPTHERE S it hath pleafed Almighty G O D, in Years paft, for the Punifsment of our
manifulid Off cnces, to permiic the Calamity of a diftreffing War to take Place in this Land :---
Hud thagh in great Mercy, the omnipotent Arm of 1he Great FEHOV AH was extended for
sur Deliverance, and an homourable Peace is efablifbed between the contending Powers ; yet,
Juch is the Ingratitude of this Pesple, that in numerous Inflanccs, many of them indulge them-
Jelves in prophane Swearing--~Sabbath-breaking---Negle€t of attending public Wor;’ﬁp--—and
tiesiy other licentious Prallices, to the Difbonsur of their great Benefatior and Sovereign :---
By wlich wigratsful Return for important Benefits received, the People bave rendered them-
Seives liable to fuffer beavier Fudgments than they have yet feen or felt ; which call aloud for
Siccre Huriliationy Repentance asd Reformation.

& HEREFORE, I have thought fit to appoint, and with the Advice of the Council
I- of this State, do hereby appoint, WEDNESDAY, the twentieth Day of Apri/ next,
to be chferred by tue Inhabitants of this State, as a Day of Fastine, HumiviaTion and
Praven : --Zameftly exhosting both Minifters and People of cvery Denomination, to humble
themfclves before the Supreme Governer of all Worlds, and implore his Mercy, to grant the
Vorrivenels of all our Offences, and land-deSling Iniquities ;---that he would graciouily afford
fuch irtvnces of the Divine Spirit, and Mealures of reftraining and (ffc@ual Grace, as to
Iead the People into ail Truth, and enable thera to avoid all fuch Pradlices as are dithonour-
able to GUD, and ruinous to the fpiritual and temporal Intereft and Wellare of the People ;---
that the Moft High would caufe the Means of Grace to be happily fucceeded in the Continuance
of a pieached Gofpel ;---that he would fmile oa all our temporal Concerns---caufe the Earth
tn vicld Ler Incrcafe---profper the Labour of our Hands, our Trade and Fifhery---continue
Health in our Habitations ;---that a Blefling might attend our Councils and Deliberations in
the United States ; alfo our Negociations abroad ;---that our Allies might be fmiled upon, and
tieir - lilances be happy and fuccefsful to us and them ;---that Animofity and Contention to
the vnds of the Earth might caafe, and that we might enjoy the Blefling of Peace, with a
fively “eal> of our conflant Deperdence on Divine Providence for all our Enjoyments ;---that
the Goipcl might fpread to the Heathen Nations---cover the Earth as thc Waters do the Sea---

—the Radeerme”’s Kingdom be advanced every where, and the whole Earth be filled with the

Gioiy of GOD.
All fervile Labour is forbidden on faid Day.

CIVEN wnder 1y Hand at Hartford, the fecond Day of March, in the Year of Our LORD,

Cne Uhoufand feven Hundred and eighty-five, and in the ninth Year of the Independence of
e United States of America,

MATTHEW GRISWOLD.
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