BY THE KING.

- &4 Proclamation for a gencrall Faf? to be held thronghont this K ingdome on the fecond
) Friday inevery Monesh.

Hena generall Faft was fitfk propounded unto Vs, in contemplation of the miferies of Our Kingdome
| of Ireland, Wereadily gave Qur Confentunto it , and in Our Coutt, and in Our Petfon have duely
obferved it,as a Religious duty, fit to be exercifed in a time of commeon Calamity. But when VVe
have feen what ill ufe hath been made of thefe publicke meetings undet the pretence of Religion , in
Pulpits, and Prayers and Sermon:s of many fedirious Le&urers to ftir up and continue the Rebellion

' raifed againg Vs vvithin this Kingdome ;. And that thofe, who firft moved and feemed to affeQ the
reliefe of Our ditrefled Subje@s of Ireland, have deferted the care thereo!, and diverted the Meanes ordaincd for the
fupport and prefervation of that Kingdome, tothe defiru@tion of Vs and ot this Kin gdome of Zngland : VVehave
thought it it to Command that fuch an Hypocrtiticall Faft;: to the difhonour of God , and the flanders of true Religinn
be no longer continued and countenanced by Our Authority ;" *Wvhich hath been too long continued already, ro fuch
falleand Traiterous ends. And yet VVe beingd efirous(as by Our dury to Almighty God VVearebound)by all poffible
meanesto exprefle Our own Humiliation, and the Humiliation of Que People, for Our owne fins, and the fins of this
Nation, (as VVe have great caule) arerclolvedto continuea Monthly Faft , but not enthe day formerly appointed
and fo much abufed by thofe who are in Rebellion againft Vs, by ufing itas a principall Engineto their owne de-
fignes. V Ve doetherefore hereby Command, that from hencefor:h no Falls,’or publicke Meetings under tharname
be held on the laft VVednefday of the Monerh in any partof this Cur Kingdome of Exgland; as for many Moneths it
hath been, nor upon any other day, then as hereby is appointed by Vs,which VVeare well affured, none of Qur Sub.
je&s may or ought todoe without, much leffe againft Our Command: bur inftead thereof VVedoc exprefly Charge
and Command, That inall Churches and €happellsin all parts of this Our Kingdome of England and Dominion ol
Wales, there be a folemne Faft held, and Religioufly obfetved on the fecond Friday in every Moneth, with publicke
Prayers to God,and Preaching in all places where it may be had,when and where we mzyall both Prince and People
as one man, carneftly powre out Qur Prayers c0 God, for the diverting of his heavy judgements from Vs, for the con-
tinuing of his Gracious Proteélion over Vs and this Nation, for the avoyding of all Malitious praétices againft Vs, anc
thefedingand eftablithing of a happy Peacc amonggtus. And to the end thar with one heart and voice we may
performe fo Religious an Exercife, we havecaufled devout formes of Prayers to be Compofed and Printed, and in,
tend to difperfe them into allthe parts of this Our Kingdome,and doc Gommand that they be ufed in all Churches anc
Chappells at the {olemne and publickemeetings.  Andif thus wwe fhall heartily and unfainedly apply Our felves te
Our good God and Gracious Father, whom we have offended, and praife him for his many and even miraculous de
liverances paft, we may with Gomfort and Confidence hope that hewill in mercy loeke upon Vs >and be reconcilec
unto Vs. Givewar Onr (owrs as Oxford e fifsh day of Ottober, im thewinctcenshyear of Our Reigws.
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