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A DISCOURSE.

Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn
assembly.—joeL, 11. 15.

THE nation of Israel were a people highly favored
of the Lord, and were under peculiar ebligatious to love
and obey the author of all their mercies. From a most
wretched and forlorn condition, they were raised to great
national prosperity and happiness. When mank’™ d were
almost universally sunk into idolatry, and the tr.:e reli-
gion had nearly lost its existence in the world, ¢ <cepting
where :t was retained by a few individuals ; (-od was
pleasec to call Abraham, their progenitor, rom his
country and kindred, and make or him a g:cat nation.
The God of heaven instructed them in the xuowledge of
his own character, and in the duties v nich "¢ required of
them. Many were the interpositions »f nis providence,
to deliver them from those who sough. their ruin. When
oppressed and enslaved in the land or 1.gypt, he delivered
them from their-proud and tyrannizing enemies, and led
them to a land flowing with milk and honey.

The favors which were bestowed upon them, are des.
cribed in the following beautiful language penned by
‘¢ Moses the man of God.”” ¢ He found him in a des-
ert land, and in the waste howling wilderness : he led him
about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his
eye. As an cagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her
young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth
them on her wings ; so the Lord alone did lead him, and
there was no strange God with him. Hc made him ride
on the high places of the carth, that he might eat the in-
crease of the fields ; and he made him to suck honey out
of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock. Butter of kine,
and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the
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heeed of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of kndncysot
wheat, and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape.”

God not only bestowed upon them the most peculiar
favors of a temporal kind ; but he likewise gave them the
ordinances of religion, and the mstructions of his proph-
ets. These blessings, which should have led them to
repentance, were improved m a very different manner.
Their hearts were lifted up with pride, and they rendered
not according to the benefits done unto them. “They for- -
sook the God who made them, and lightly esteemed the
Rock of their salvation. In proportion as favors werc
multiplied unto them, i such proportion were they un-
grateful and rebellious. God frequently expostulated with
them, by his prophets, and shewed them the danger to
whxch they xposed themselves, by their base mgmtitudc.
But they ‘shewed less ingenuousness than the stupid ox,
and the still more senseless ass; for ¢ the ox knoweth his
owner, and the ass his master’s crib,” and with a clumsy
gratitude, acknowledge his beneﬁcence. But Israel did
not know, neither consider the author of all thewr bles-

Instead of wershipping and serving the God, who
was their political, as well as moral governor ; they for-
sook him, and went after the gods of other nations, which
are no gods. They sacrificed unto devils, not God to
gods whom they knew not, to new gods, which came
newly up, whom their fathers feared not. God thercfore
denounced agamnst them, the most grievous and sore ca-
lamities. And when the Lord saw i1t, he abhorred them,
because of the provoking of his sons, and of his daugh
ters. And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will
see what their end shall be. For a fire is kindled in mine
anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shali con-
sume the earth, with her increase, and sct on fire the
foundations of the mountains.

In the chapter, which precedes the one containing our
text, we have an account of the calamities which were
brought upon the Jewish nation, in consequence of their
ingratitude and rebellion. ‘¢ That which the palmer worm
hath leit, hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust
hath left, hath the canker-worm caten; and that which
the canker worm hath lcft, hath the caterpillar caten. A
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mation strong and without number, whose teeth were as
the teeth of lions,” had come up and besieged their cities,
and laid waste their pleasant habitations.

The pmphether*dnectsthemwlm to do, that they
might avert impending judgments. Thercfmealso now
saith the Lord, Tum ye even to me with all your heart,
and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning ;
and rend your heart and not your garments, and turn un-
to the Lorp your Gop; for he 1> gracious and merci-
ful, slow to anger and of great knﬂmss, and repenteth
him of the evil.” Repertance and reforination are the
means, which God has appointed for nations and indivad.
uals to recover his forfeited favor ; and m no other way
can we reasonably hope for the contmuance of the boun-
ties of his providemce. The Israelites enjoyed many pe-
culiar favors, which they frequently abused, and for the
abuse of which, they were often made to feel the rod of

“ Now all these things happened unto them for ensam-
ples; and they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come.”> Our nation, hike
ancient Israel, have been a peeple ‘“ highly favored of the
Lord;” and our situatton resembles theirs m many res.
pects. When our pious fore-fathers were ¢ evil entreat-
ed,” m the land of iheir nativity, on account of the man-
ner, m which they thoaght it most suitabie to worship the
Supreme Ruler of the universe; they fled to this coun-
try, which was then a howiing wilderness. The Most
High was very kind and gracious to them, and suffered
not their enemies to prevail against them. ¢ The lines have
falien to us in pleasant places, yez we have a goodly heri-
tage.” Our indulgent Parent has caused ‘¢ the wilder-
ness to bud and blossem as the rose ;>° and the abodes of
savage men havc become the delightful residence of a civil
and enlightened people. While our nation was 1 its in-
fancy, and exposed to all the horrors of anarchy, God
mercifully raised up wise and discerning men, who like
Moscs and Joshua, led us to national prosperity and glo-
ry. He gave uslikewise learned and pious men, who were
mspired with a noble and ardent zeal for the cause of
God, and for the interests of the Redecmer’s kingdom.
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Since our national independence has been established,
we have enjoyed an unusual share of prosperity as a na-
ticn. We have reason to exclaim, with pious fervor,
‘¢ Happy art thou,” O America, “ who is like unto thee,
O people, saved by the Lorp, the shield of thy help,
and who is the sword of thy excellency !> When we re-
count the favors bestowed upon us, by the bounty of
heaven, we find continual cause for gratitude and thanks-
giving. But instead of being grateful for the favors which
we have received ; and mstead of rendering that obedi-
ence which i1s ]usdy duc from us ; we have been ‘¢ un-
mindful of the Rock which begat us,”” and forgotten the
God whose bounty has continually sustained us. Though
his gentleness has made us great, we have vainly imagi-
ned that our own arm has gotten us the victory, and our
own wisdom acquired us this renown. Like the pecple of
Israel, .we have waxcd haughty and rebellious. Is 1t not
evident, that in propartion to the favors bestowed upon
us, we have moved the Lorp to jealousy, and provo-
ked him to set his face against us, in anger and in fun-
ous rebukes ?

When the children of Isrzel rendered themsclves de-
serving of divine judgments, God manifested his mercy
and loving-kindness towards them, by sending his proph-
ets to warn them of their danger, "and to call them to re-
pentance. He manifested himself, ¢ not willing that
any should perish,”” but that they repent, and return unto
him, that they might live. It gratifies the feelings of his
heart to shew mercy ; but punishes, only, where the pub-
hic good requires it. Many are the calls of his word and
providence to us, to renounce our sins, and obey his
voice, that we may share his tender mercies.

The dark and gloomy providences of God, have ren-
dered it suitable that we should devote a day for the
* purpese of confessing our disobedience and ingratitude
to our Almighty Benefactor ;’* and of imploring the par-
don of our sins, and the removal of those calamities which
threaten us. By looking into our situation, we shall find
abundant cause for humiliation, fasting and prayer, cn ac-
eount of our own sins, and the mamfold sins of our nation.
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In atiending to the passage of scripture, which bas been
read for ihc theme of our present meditations ; let us in
the first r.iac: consider some of the reasons, which ren-
der it proper. that we should sancufy a fast, and call sol-
emn assem™y. Secondly, we will attend to the obliga-

tion of the ministers of religion, to blow the trumpet n
Zion, 2nd give the people warning of impending danger.

1. in attending to the reasons which render it proper,
that we should humble ourselves before the Lorp, our
condition, as sinners and apostates from Gob, presents
itself. 'We are all by nature *‘ children of wrath,”” and
enemies and rebeis against Gop.  Though he has nour-
ished us from our infancy, and brought us up as children,
we have rebelled against him. It is not our design, at
present, to attempt a formal proof, of the universal and to-
tal depravity of mankind. Whoever reads his bible with
an honest and impartial mind, must be convinced that
¢¢ all have gone out of the way”’—¢ that every 1magina-
tion of the thoughts of man’s heart is only evil coutinu-
ally.” And it is equally evident, by attending to the con-
duct of mankind in the various situations in which they
have been placed, that there is in them a natural “ bent”
to backslice. The natural language of mankind concern-
ing Gop is,  depart from us, we desire not the knowl-
edge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, that we should
serve him ?” ““ Because sentence agawnst an evil work
is not executec speedily, therefore the heart of the sons
of men is fully set in them to do evil.”

Abundant reason have we, therefore, to humble our-
selves before “he Most High, and to lament our awful
apostacy frcmi Gor. If we have the true knowledge of
ourselves, we chall see much cause for humiliation-in eur
own hearts. "Though the true christian cannot but see,
and lament the: wickedness of others, he sees that his own
heart has cast torth wickedness, as a fountain casteth forth
waters. He js ready to confess, that should ¢ judgment
be laid to the line, and rightecusness to the plummet,” he
must be cor<umed. Though it is his anxious concern,
that he may keep a conscience void of offence, towards
Gop and man, he sees that in many things he offends,
and that he brs need to resort to the mexcv of Gen.
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_Crrist JEsus. Instead, thcrefore of sperding his time
“in finding fault with others he mourns over his own sins,
and feels that he should have no reason to complain, if he
were to be visited with the sorest calamities.

Persons of this characteram, in a great measure, the
‘bulwark and defence of the nation. By their ardent pray-
ers and supplications, at the throne of divine grace, they
are honored as the instruments of averting divine judg-
~ ments, and of procuring national blessings. We have
great reason to be humbled, that the number of such per-
sons is so small in our land. We have reason to fear that
there are, comparatively; but few prayers addressed to
the Gop of all grace, for the prosperity of our country.
But few pray ‘¢ the effectuai, fervent prayer of the righ-
teous man;*’ which ¢ avaxleth much.” I is the character
of the generality of men, in our land, that they “ cast off
fear, and restrain prayer before Gop.”

2. That spirit of mﬁdehty and impiety, which is so
prevalent in our lang, at this day, calls for mourning and
humiliation. Infidelity, for a number of years past, has
been marching through our lard, with hasty and gigantic
strides. It is no longer anxious to hide itself in corners,
but comes forth, with bold front, into public view. The
eniemies of our hely religion have become animated with
success, and grown zealous by numbers.  That beaven-
born religion, which is the only consolation of the afflict-
ed, and the support of the dyng, is attacked with a zeal
worthy of the most benevolent institution; and with a per-
severance, similar to that of the grand enemy of Gos and
man. Once those, who rejected the sacred scriptures,
were more modest in their pretensions ; and though they
despised christianity themscives, they were willing to al-
low, that it had a good effect upon the weak and ignorant.
What they wrote was not for the common people, but for
those of a speculative turn of mind, and cold-hearted like
themselves. But finding that mﬁdehty was congenial to
the human heart ; and that unhinging the minds of men,
from the belief of a future state of rewards and punish-
ments, was the most ready way to promote therr own
selfish plans, they have labored hard to poison the minds
of all classes of people. By this means, multitudes have
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imbibed its contagion, from those who sit in ¢ high pla-
ces,” down to those who grind at the mill.

The abettors of infidelity are not content with destroy-
ing their own souls, but they labor with incessant uctivity
to destroy the souls of others. It. is not enough for thein
to neglect the only hope of salvation ; but they endeavor
to overthrow the faith of others, and treat the blessed Sa-
viour with the most contemptuous scorn. We live in a
time when the most daring impiety is practiscd. The ho-
lv scriptures, which, next to the Saviour, is the most
precious favor ever bestowed upon a guilty world, are
openly denied by many, and treated with neglect Ly mul-
titudes, who dare not deny their authority. Is it not evi-
dent, that a large portion of our citizens, have been plea-
sed with the successes, which have. attended a whole na-
tion of atheists and infidels? Our charity can hardly per-
mit us to believe, that their joy was occasioned by the
emancipation of mankind from the shackles of supersti-
tion, but because they hoped to sce themselves at liberty,
from the restraints of moral and religious obiigation.
Have we not reason to believe, that this is the liberty for
which many are contending ?  Are not these consider.-
tions a sufhcient reason why we should in a pubiic mun-
ner humble ourselves before Gop, and earnestly depre-
cate the divine wrath, which we as a people have merited ?
We have been exalted to heaven by our privileges; but
when we view the improvement we have made, we huve
reason to fcar that we shall be cast down to hell. Itisa
fact which cannot be denied, that many who arc clothed
with power, and have extensive influence, are in their
practice infidels, and take pleasure in the character of
those, who blaspheme that Saviour, whom our fithers
loved and trusted in for salvation. We could heartily
wish, that you were able to prove, that the contrary of
this were true.  Shall I not visit for these things, s.:itu
the Lorp ?  And shall not my soul be avenged on stich
a nation as this? Have we not reason to be afiaid of his
judgments ?  Gob has said, “them that honor me, I wiii
honor, and they that despise me, shall be lightly cstecn-
ed.”

B
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Among thoze who profess to believe the holy scrip-
tures, how manj are there, who deny the essenual doc-
trines of the gospel, and in this v vay, attempt to subvert
the religion ot Curist! How many are there, who live
where the gospel is preached, who have no realizing sense
of its impertance ! How 1s the sabbath neglected, and the
orainances of religion contemaned. We have reason to
bejicye that there has been a remarkable declension mn our
land, from that virtuc and picty, which adorned former
times. Instead of serving and obe} ing God, we have cast
hla fear behind our backs, and have practically said, that
will not be subject to his domxmon and laws.

S. The profanity which is so prevalent, at this day, m
our land, 1s a reason why we should sancufy a fast, “and
call a solemn assembly. By reason of swearing, +he land

mourncth. it has become extremciy fashionable, 1n our
days, to take the h@ly name of Gop in vain. How oiten
are our ears stunned, by the foul imprecancns, which we

cannot but hear, w h]le vaikg the pubm streets, 1N most
parts of our land ! I hope there are but few, in this place,
who would cast such contempt upon their \hker and so
grossly violate the letter of the divine command. But we
have reason to fear therc are some, who take the name of
Gop in vain, upon the most trivial occasions. | They
tramp.e upon ‘that holy law, which says expressly, “ thou
shalt not take the name of the Loz thy Gop in vain ;

Jor the Lorp will not lwoid him guiltless, who taketh his
name m vain’? Swch will Icr;mt me tc remind them of
the greatness of that Being agzainst whom they sin. The
majesty and glory of his mture is © high as heaven, w Imt
canst thou Jo ? Decper than hell, w hat canst thou kuow

'The measuic thereof 1s longer than the carth, and f‘;roadcr
than the sca.”” ¢ The beavan is his throne, and the carth:
is hiis footstool.  Is there any numbor of his armics ? And
upon wiom doth not his light arize 2 He 1s the blessed
and oniy poteitate, the King cf kings, and the Lord of
lords.”  If he withdraw his sustaining mhd his creatures

rctuin back to their ongiuial Lousmg It he speak the
word, his cnemics will be confined in chains of cverlast-

g darknc: 5

Such is the ¢ cxectleney and power of that Being, with

-
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-whom we have to do: and yet weak and contemptble
man, is fool-hardy enough to trample on his holy laws,
and tempt him to his face. They darc to ive n the com-
mission of those crimes, against which the Most High has
dcnsunced ¢ indlgnatxon “and wrath, tribulation and an-
guisit.” They act as though they thcught themselves
able te withstnnd the power, and clude the sight of him,

who made ti:: world, and sustains all tlnno's In existence
by his univeisal providence. They hate and contcmn
Gop, and ¢ ~ut of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaLr*rh » That awful name which angels adore, and
at which devils tremble, is tossed about by worms of
the e:zth, with such lightness and vanity, as if the great-
est of all bemgs, v-ere the meanest and most despicable ;
or as if the honor of speech consisted 14 dishonoring him
who- bestowed 1t.

‘We have the most abundant zeason to humble our-
selves bofore the Majesty of heaven and carth, and to be
covered rith sack cloth and ashes, because of the imiquity
which ahounds among us. Those who fear God, and
reverence his word, 1 am sure must feel alarmed, when
they take into consideration, the wrencral prevalence of
profaneness and impiety in our land. You, who believe
that righteousness exalteth a nation, and that sin 1s a re-
proach o any people, cannot but lament the grow:h of
wickedness among us ; and the great declension from
that piety and v1rtue W thh was the ornament and glory
of former times. No ‘nation has more rapidly increased
in numbers, than the people of the United States; and
none doubtless ever cxhibited, so earlv, such wickedness
and contemp? of Gob, as the neople 1n this country. In
luxury, dissiation dlld llCUlthllSlleb, 1t 1S probvbu, that
WE are scarcc h exceeded by the nations of Europe. In
the midst of zr prosperity, we Lave forgotten Gon, and
highly provoked him to take from: us the privileges,
which we have so wantonly abuscd.

When we review the conduct of those men, who first

cttied this country, we have additional reasons presented
to us, why we should be ashamed of our degenciaey, -
gratitude and wickedness.  Our fore-futhers Ielt the land
of their mativity, and braved the dangers of the ocean, and
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all the inconveniences of settling a new country, inhabited
Ly beasts of prey, and still more savage mca, for the sake
of cnjoying a pure and undefiled religion. They were
not ashamed to appear on the side of virtue and religion,
and to exhibit the amiable character, which adorns the
humble foilower of the meek and lowly Ssaviour of
men. Then men were held in estimation according to
their cstabiished characters for virtue and religion. But
has not « change, in this respect, taken place in our land ?
Are not those who cast contempt upon religion, as likely
to succeed n obtaining the suffrages of the people, as
these who fear God, dnd work righteousaess ? We couid
wish that facts, which are so much to our shame, were
not so notorious. It would be much to our henor and
reputation, if we could say in truth, that none were likely
to succeed in obtaining pubhc oﬁices but those who shew
respect to divine institations.  But is it not evident that
nany in our land, consider religion as ne quahﬁcatlon for
public offices? We are told in the sacred oracies, that
« v;hen the rightcous are in authority, the people rejoice,
but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.”
We huve reason to believe, that many m our land do not
give credit to the tesumony of scripture, 1 this particu-
lar ; and that they will have to learn its truth, by the evils

to which their conduct will expose them.

4. That spirit of disunion, which has so long cxisted
among us, calls for mourning and humiliation bcfore
Gop. We have long been a divided and contending peo-
ple. By the blesSmg of Gop, we obtained a good con-
stitution of government, and providence pla(:ed OVET us
wise and faithful men to manage our public afairs.  But
have not those men, who were the mstumenits in Gop’s
hund, of atchievizg our independence, been loaded with
the greatest abuse, because they were too inflexibly ju.c;t
and honest, to comply with the humers of the wicked and
abandoned ? Do not such things prove that we have ar-
rived to a high pitch of national “wickedness and basc in-
gratitude 2 It is certain that our land has enjoyed a large
sharc of national happiness and prosperity. But have we
not murmured as though we were reduced to the most
wretched servitude and abusement 2 Are we not prove-
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king Gop, by such unjust murmurings and complzin-
ings ? Do we not make the most ill returns tor ail that
goodness and mercy, which he has exercised towards us ?
Are not good government and laws, and faithful men to
conduct our public concerns, the greatest national bles.
sings that Gop bestows 2 And have not these falicn to
our share in an cminent degree 2 Our controversy 1s not
barely with men, but with Gop. When we unreasonztly
find fault with the men, whom Gop, In his providence,
places over us, we in reality quarrel with him, and refuse
to submit to his government. What acts of cppression
have ever taken place, in our state government, to waur-
rant all those complainings which we have heard ; and
all that opposition which has been made agcinst the men,
who have been chosen to execute the laws ? We have as
a people, the greatest rcason to be humbled, as in the
dust, for our ingratitude, in thus murmuring against our
government and rulers. Finally, when we reflect upon
the infidelity and wickedness, which have so rapidiy in-
creased in our land, and the party spirit, whicn has so
long violently raged among us, have we not reascn to
fear, that the day of our calumity 1s fast approaching ?

Let usnow, secondly, attend to the obligation of the
ministers of religion, to ¢ blow tne trumpet in Ziou,”*
and to give the people warning of impending danger.

The ministers of religion are placed as centinels, to
watch the approach of danger, and give the people warn-
ing that they may escape. Their duty is cleariy magked
out 1n the sacred oracles, 2ud they are not allowed @ ce-
viate from the rules there preseribed.  T'o reprove nun-
kind for their sins, is a task from which flesh and blocd
would gladly be excused. But saith Gobp to the prophet,
and to every minister of the sanctuary, ¢ son of mun, 1
have made thee a watchman to the house of Israel: there-
fore hcar the word at my month, and give them warning
from me.”” The christian minister is, by oflice, a repro-
ver in the gate. He must reprove and rebuke, with all
long suffering. His obligation to warn the wicked of
their danger, 1s indispciisible, and his duty plain.  When
Gobp’s judgments are approaching, he 1s to blow the
truipet and sound the alarm,




14

a' e o

It has been discovered, in tiicse dayvs of superior light
and knowledge, that ministers have nothing to do, but to
preach morality. They are hardly allowed to preach
against natonal sins, lest they meddle with politics. But
do not those, who thus prescribe the measures of their
duty, discover a great degree of wickedness ? Is it not
because they dread to hear those truths, which ministers
czanot withhold, without a cowardly desertion of their
post ? A great part of the duty of the ancient prophets
consisted, in warning the people against natienal sins.
They were directed, to ¢ cry aloud and spare not, to lft
up their voice like a trumpet, and shew unto the people
their trarsgressions, and to the house of Jacob their
sins.”” T'ne christian minister stands in the same rela-
tion now, that the ancient prophets did, under the Jewish
establishment. If they do not warn those who transgress,
and they die in their sins, their blood will be required at
the watchman’s hand. Ve wouild ask, if one does not
transgress with a high hznd, who seeks to place men in
1mportant offices, wit fear not Gop, and openly contemn
the institutions of religion ? and whether such conduct
- does not have a tendency to bring down divine judg-
ments ? If this be the case, the: it is =y identlv the duty
of the christian ninister, to warn his people against sur‘h
conduct. He must say to the wicked, thou shait surely
dic, except thou repent. How cun thev be silent, when
such woe is denounced against them, if they do not faith-
fully - perform their duty % It is an idea embraced by
mal, in these times, that religion and government are
entirely (hsconnected and indcpendent of each other ;
and that they were established for very different purposes.
But do not the scriptures assert, that all power, both in
heaven and on carth, 1s in the hands of Curist ? Are
net civil rulers subject to the great head of the church ?
By him Kings rcign, and princes decree justice.  Gob
has but one object in view, in the creation and govern-
ment of the world, which is the advancement of his
church, the body of Carist. For the promotion of this
object, 'he has ordained civil and religious institutions. It
1s incumbent upen civil rulers and religious teachers to
combine their efforts, for the building up of his cause and

I
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kingdom:. Each of them ought to do all in their power,
to prevent he spreading of wicked and licentious princi-
ples.  Wheu ‘he encmy is coming in like a ficod, the
ministers cf CYRrIsT should, in a special mannfn, stand
in the gap to oppose their nroads. Shall they basely de-
sert their post, when iniquity abounds ? Shall they refuse
to warn and rcbuke, though kings transgress ? Shall they
for the sake of populanty , or through fear of ofiending
their hearers, abandca the cause, which they were sent to
defend ? If 3niquity abounds, there is the more need of
their exertions. If men transgress with a high hand, there
is == lcuder <all for ther zctivity and diligence. Do the
rich, the great, and the honorable of the earth, make void
Gop’s law, and threaten to lay waste the pleasant places
of Zion? The true minister of CHR1ST 1s animated by
dangers, and grows bold by opposition. He will not
lightly touch the vices of mankind, though ejections,
prisons, and tortures are the rewards of his faithfulness.
It 1s readily granted that poiitics, disconnected with mor-
al duties, are not to find a place in the sacred desk. But
when national sins abound, and iniquity lifts up itself,
then the ministers of religion are to ““ blow the trumpet
in Zion.” They are to publish Gop’s threateninds
against sin, that the people may repent, and reform, and
do no more so wickedly. T hw cannot with a good con-
science be silent, when Gop’s law is trampled upon, and
the institutions of religion profaned, by wicked and un.
godly men.

Reviewing our situation, in connection with our sub.-
_ject, we find much cause of gratitude anc thanksgiving.
Notwithstanding our ingratitude and rcbellion, Gop has
very liberally bestowed upon us the bounties of his provi-
dence. Concerning his goodness to the people of the U-
nited States, it may “be said with propriety in the language
of divine inspiration, ¢ he hath not dealt so with any na-
tion ; and as for his judgments, they have rarely knows
them.”  Inaddition to the rich varicy of his prowdcntlal
favors, he has given us his holv word,  to guide our
feet in the way of peace ;> and which by the influences
ol his holy Spirtt, ¢ 1is ublc to make us wise unto salva-
tion.” He has given us the most gracious assurance, that
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if we walk in wisdom’s ways, we shall enjoy his favor and
proection I this world, and in the world to come we
sh-li receive crowns of never-fading glory ¢ in the king-
comoi Cerist and of Gep.”” The rewards of grace,
p:--mised to obe.ience, are no less than eternal lite and
bippuizzs.  They are rewards suitable for Gop to be-
Stow . end they are the greatest that mortals can enjoy.
Bt how have we improved, under the bounties of his
providence, and the still richer blessings of his grace ? Is
it ant very evident, that we arc an ungrateful and un-
thankful people ?  Have not the favors, which Gop has
besiowed ur »n s, served to nourish our pride, and ren-
der us deseiving of his displeasure 2 We can none of us
pretend, that we have rendered unto the Lor o according
to the beneiits which we have received.  As irdividuals,
we gt cvery one of us very much wanting in this respect.
ike Jo<hurun of old, we have ¢ waxed fit and kicked.”
Ruigirg in the fat pastures of Gop’s providence, we
h.vc grown turbulent and rebellious.  'We have not sub-
nited ourselves to the wniee of Gop. He has sent unto
us his scrvants, and by them addressed us in the most af-
fectionate janguage, saying, ‘“ O do not this abominable
thing that I huic.”” But how have we slighted the invi-
tations of mercy, and turned a deaf ear to his kind ex-
posiulations ! We have very wantonly abused his mer-
cies, and provcked him to come out in judgment against
us.  When we reflect upon that spirit of impiety and
profaneness, which abounds among us, and the contempt
cast_upon that holy religion which was so dear to our
fathcrs, and under the influence of which, we were so
prosperous and happy, have we not reason to fear that
Gop will take from us our civil and religious privileges,
and lcave us to wander in the mazes of error and delu-
sion, tiil we are made to prize them, by all the horrors of
anarchy, and the terrors ol the midnight assassin ? If Gop
has mercy in store for an unthankful and rebellious peo-
ple, he will doubtless humble us, and make us retrace
the steps we have taken, He will make us learn the ne-
cessity of practising the social and christian virtues, that
we may be a free and happy pcople. This 1s the only
way to preserve our dear-bought libertics, both civil and
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religious, and the ornly way in which Gop ever bestows
lasting blessings upon a nation. |

- If we examine Gop’s dealings with nations, we shall
find that he has not suffered those to go unpunished, who
have bécome signally wicked and impious. He avenged
himself upon the old world, by a decluge of waters, and
burnt up the cities of the plain, when they had rendered
themselves vile, that he might teach mankind his feelings
towards sin. But I would ask if it is not possible, that we
are more wick«d than théy were ? Have we not abused
much greater light, than they ever enjoyed ? They enjoy-
ed only the firsr rays of the twilight; but we have enjoy-
ed the meridi2:i sun. |

We have ti:z greatest reason to fear that Gop will send
us the sorest u:idgmernts, unless we rcpent and reform.
Have we not »ircady begun to experience the bitter con-
sequences of our sins? If we examine our public con-
cerns, does it nut appear evident that Gop has a contre-
versy with us? The evils, which affl:ict so many of our
citizens, ought not to be considered as coming of them-
selves, without an over-ruling providence. They should
admonish us that Gobp 1s angry with-our nation. He is
chastizing us for our manifold sins and iniquiries.
~ The aspect ot divine providence indicates, that Gop i3
about to accomplish some great thing in the earth. ¢ His
judgments are broad in the earth,’”” and we live in an
““ evil day.” ¢ Behold,” saith the prophet, ‘¢ the Loxp
cometh out of his place, to punish the inhabitants of the
earth for their 1uquity : the earth-aiso shall disclose her
blood, and no more cover her slain.” We live in the
time, when there is ¢ distress of nations with perplexity ;
the sca and the waves roaring ; men’s hearts failing them
for fear, and for ooking after those things which are com-
ing on the eartii.’> Gob has for a long time been per-
mitting a lawles , tyrant to scourge the nations of Furope ;
and we have muc:: reason to fear that he will lay his cru.
el fangs upon us, unless we * break off our sins by righ-
teousness, and our Iniguitics by turnitg unto the Lorp.”’
It wili be in vain to plead our strength, if Gop give him
a commission to chastise us. But this 1s not the only
way 10 which Gop may punish us. Hce can make us the
C
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instruments of our own ruin. If he suffer wicked men te

take the reins of government, they may easily enslave us,
and take from us every temporal blessing, which we hold
most dear. If he withhold wisdom from our men of
council, our public concerns will soon assume the most
gloomy aspect.

Lt us while confessing our sins, and nnp‘ormg pro-
tecti- .., present our petitions befere his mercy seat, that
he would impart to us the sanctifying influences of his
Holy Spirit, and not suffer us any longer *o abuse his fa-
vors. Let us be importunate at the throne of divine
grace, that he would pour his Spirit upon the people of
this land, and humble them for their transgressions, and
make them a holy people, that they may be prepared for
national blessings. We live in a time when the friends
ot religion should not bé dormant. Those, who pray for
the peace of Jerusalem, should not keep silence. While
the enemies of our hoiy religion are pouring in their blas-

phemoas invectives like-a torrent, and threatening to

¢t crush’’ the cause of CHRIST, the friends of the Re-
deemer should be on their guard. Let them fetire to
their closets, and pour out their hearts before Gop, that
he would appear in the greatness of his power, and rc

‘move from the minds of men that pride and se]f-concelt

which oppose the humiliating doctrines of the gospel.

Though ours is a time of trouble and of gloominess, it be-
comes us not te be discouraged. Though Gop i1s hiding
his face, behind impenetrable clouds of darkness, let us
¢ Jook towards his holy temple.”  If we faint in the
day of adversity,” it is because our ‘¢ strength 1s small.”
If we arc in heart united to the cause of CurisTt, we shall
never ¢ be confounded.”” ‘Though the workers of ini-
quity do for a while flourish and magnify themselves
against Gop, they ¢ shall suddenly be destroyed.” ¢ As.
sociate yourselves, O ye people,” saith the Lorp, “and
ve shall be broken in pieces. Take counsel together, and
it -shall come to nought : speak the word and it shall not
stand : for Gop is with us.”” Their covenant with death
sliall be disannulled, and their agreement with hell shall
not stand. Currst has promised that ¢ the gates of hell

~siall not prevail against” his church: and has he.ngt as
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yet made his promise good ?  Has his promised faithful-
ness ever falled? Has he not always been the defender of
the righteous cause ? These considerations should ani-

mate the friends of religion, and cause them to press fotx
ward, with the greater engagedness. They fxave d&
promise that ¢ all things shall work together for good to
them that love Gop.”

Do we feel solicitous for the future prosperity of our
couniry ? And do we earnestly pray that Gop would
continue to us the blessings of civil and religious order ?
We should remember that these can only be preserved
among an enlightened and virtuous people. Let us chers
ish all those salutary institutions, which were the means
of raising our country, to such a pitch of eminence and
prosperity. If we believe the holy scriptures, we are per-
suaded that Gop will prosper us as a nation, when we pay
attention to the dutics of piety, justice, and christian mor-
ality : but if we neglect these virtues he will punish us
for our sins. o

In this gloomy and distfessing time, it becomes each
one to look into his own heart to see whether he is the
subject of true repentance.  If we are not the subjects of
godly sorrow for our sins, we are increasing the burden
of our national guilt, and rendering our ruin more proba-
ble. If we are not truly penitent, we are * treasuring up
wrath against the day of wrath.” We are urged by the
most powerful arguments to immediate repentance. Time
1s hastening us to the verge of the grave. The scenes of
eternity will soon be present. ‘¢ Let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man Lis thoughts ;. and let
him return unto the Lorp, and he will have mercy upon
him ; and to our Gop, for he will abundantly pardon.?”’

THE END,.




