STATE or MASSACHUSETTS-BAY.

A
PROCLAMATION,
Tor a Day of pubiic ‘FASHTINGT, HUMI.LIATION and PrAYER.

O a People who believe the fuperintending Providence of the divinz Being over all humau

Affairs, that cven a Sparrow cannot fall to the Ground without his Permiflion, it will not

be unexpeéted that their Civil Rulers thould call upon them in a Day of public Calamity and

_ Enterprize, to feck the divine Protetion and Afliftance . The redution of Charleflown, the

Colledtion of the Britith Forces to theCentre of the United States, their Endeavours to ravage

and make Inroads upon our Scttlements, to depopulate onr Towns, to abufe the Innocent and Defence-

lefs, and finally to fubjugate the AMER1cAN STATES to the Tyranny of Britith Government, are Mat-

ters that loudly call upon us to confider the Error of our Ways, to humble ourfelves before the Face of
Almighty GOD, and implore his gracious Aﬂiﬁ:mcc and Diretion

E have therefore thought fit to appoint, nd at the Defire of ti:c Houf= of Reprefentatives, and
with the Advice of Council, do appoint THURSD AY the TWeENTIETH DAY of JuLy
next, to be obferved as a Day of HuMIL1ATION and PRAYER ; hereby calling upon Minifters and
People to devote that Day to the religious Exercifes of Prayer, Humiliation and Repentance, and to
affemble themfelves for religious Worfhip and Prayer to GOD, that he would in great Mercy to this
Land, caufe the Inhabitants thereof to repent and return from their Iniquities, that they may be prepared
for his divine Blefling ; “that all the Endeavours of this and of the United States, whether of & civil or
a military Nature, to promote their Welfare, may be blefled ;—that the Congref: and the feveral Af-
femblics of thefe States may be direéted and profpered in their Deliberations and Determinations ;  thae
their Army may be firengthned and rendered victorious ; that the Rage of our Enemy may be reftrains
ed, and our Towns be defended from their Ravages and Infult ; that G O D would blefs our illultriope
Ally, and fucceed all his Endeavours to prevent Britith Fyranny, and cftablith the INDEPENDENCY
thele States ; that he would profper the combined Fleet cf our Allies ; that he would blefs us in the
Seafon of the Year, granting fuch Rains and Heat as may be neceflary to encreafe and ripen the Fruits of
the Earth, and that he would prefcrve trom Sicknefs and defolating Judgments ; that the prefent War may
te brought to a fpeedy and happy Iffuc ; that all Orders of Men may ftudy thofe Things which make for

ublic Happinele - that Infidelity and Immoraliry may crafe from among us, aud the Practice of the true
Religion of Jefus Chrift be encreafed in this Land. NG o :
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And all fervile Labour and Recreations are forbi#dzn on the faid Day.
. . N
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GIVLN 2 theCounciL-CHAMBER, in BOSTON, the Twcnty-fcvcnth Day of June, i
dbe Year of our LORD, One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Eighty, and in the fourth Year of the.
YTNDEPENDENCE of the United States o/ AMERICA. S :

Jeremiah Powell,
Walter Spooner,
Thomas Cufhing,
Robert- I'reat Paine,
Benjamin White,
Timothy Danielfon,
Jofiah Stone,
Benjamin Auftin,
Samuel Niles,
Samuel Baker,
Jofcph Simpfon,
John Pices,

Eleazer Brooks,
Aaron Wood,
Thomas Durfee,
Stephen Choate.

By their Honor’s Order,

Joun AvERry, Dep. Secry.

GOD Save the UN1TED STATES of AMERICA'!



