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Englifb Colony of Rbhode-Ifland and Providcnce Plantations, in New-
L) 9 England, in dAmerica. '

o A PROCLAMATION.

HEREAS the Moft Hunorable the Contineral Con
the following Refolve, f0 wis:

Governor, Captain-General, and Commander in Chicf, of and over the

grefs Cidy on the Sixiciath Day of Alzr b laB, =30« ang P

* In Times of impending Calamity and Diftrefs, when the Libertics of Amcrica are imminently endangeze. by :ie
fcret Machinations and open Affaults of an infidious and vinduitive Adminiftration, it becomes the indifpenfible Duty ot thefe t.
therto tree and happy Colonies, with true Penitence of Heart, and the moft reverent Devotion, publicly to acknowledpe the over.rul
ing Providence of God ; to confefs and deplore our Offences againit him; and to, fuipplicate his Interpofinion tue aveilig e

threatened Danger, and prefpering our ftrenusus Efforts in the Caule of Frervom, Viarue and Posteriry.

¢« The Congrefs therefore, confidering the warlike Preparations of the Bvirh Minifiry to {ubvert our valuable Rights zad Privie
leges, and to reduce us, by Fi:¢ and Sword, by the Savages of thc‘\Vildume:‘s, and our own Domelticy, to the mutt aiject arnd
ignominious Bondage: Defirous, at the jame ‘T'une, e itave People of all Ranks and Degress duly imprelled wih a fulemn Yenfe ot
God’s fuperintending Providence, atd of their Duty, devoutly to rely in all cheir lawful Enterprizes on his Aid and 1).reiion—49
earneftly recammend that Friday the Seventeeath Day of Ay next be ublerved by the faid Colonies as a Day of Humitarion,
* Fastine and Praver; that we may with united Hearts confefs and bewail our manifold Sins and i'rar!greflions, and by a lincere
Repentance and Amendment of Lile ap eafe his righteous 1ifpleature, and through the Merits and Mediation of fefus Chnlt, ob-
tain his Pardon and Forgivenefs : Humoly imploring his Adiltcnce to fruftrate the cruel Furpoict of our unratural Enemies; and
" by inclining their Hearts to Juftice and Benevolence, prevert the farther Effufion of kindred Bleod. But if continuing deaf to the
Voice of Reafon and Humanity, and infléxibly bent on Dgloation and War, they conftrain us to repel their hottiie Invafions by open
Refiftance, that it may pleafe the Lerd of Hefls, the Ged of Arnzies, 1o an mate our Qilicers and Soldiers with invincible Fortitude,
to guard and proteét them in the Day ot Battle, and to crowa the Contne=n:al Arms by Sea and Land with Vitory and Succels :
Earneftly befeeching him to blefs our Civil Rulers, and the Reprefentatives of the People, in their feveral Affernblies and Conven-
tions ; to preferve and ftrengtben their Union ; to infpire ther with an ardend difinterefted Love of their Couniry , to give Wifdom and
Srabillty to their Councils ; and direét them io the moft ssious Mealures for eftablifhing the Rights of Amcrica on the moft ho-
norable and permanent Bafis—that he would be gracioufly pleafed to blels all th= People in thefe Colonies with Heaith and Plenty,
and grans that a Spirit of incorruptible Patriotifm and of puse undelled Religion may univefally prevail; and this Corunent be
fpeedily reftored to the Bleflings of Peace and Liberty, and nabled to tranfmit them inviolate to the lareit Pofterisy.  And it is re-
_commendéd tp Chriftians of all Denominations to aflemble .or public Worthip, and abftain from fervile Labour, on faid Day.”

And whereas the Honorable the General Affemmbly of the Colony aforefaid, at their Seffion held a: Previdemee on the Firlt Wedref-
dey in May inft. did make and pafs un A@ adopung the ature-recited Refolve, and therein appointed the faid Seventeenth Day of
May 10 be obferved in and throughout the faid Colony as a llay of Humitiatien, FasTING and Praver, forbad all fervile Labeur on
that Day, and requefted me to1ffue a Proclamation- accordingly : 1 have therefore thought it to 1fTue thiy Proclarativn, to declare
and make known the tame, and do hereby earneftly cal! upon the Inhabitants ot the faid Colony to affemble for public Worthip cn
the faid Seventeenth Day of May, agreeable to the faid Retolution © And all fervile Labour is forbidden on that Day.

G IV E N urder my Hand, and the Seal ¢f :fe faid Colony,
at Providence, 1his Sixth Day of May; in the Year of cur
L O R D One Thoufand Seven Hundred ard §: oeriy-p.x.

» *"NICH®OLAS COOKZE

By His Honor's Command,
Hexry Wanrp, Sccretary.

God fave thé United Colonies.
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