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DISCOURSE.

REVELATION xvi. 13, 14.

And I fafwt'bree unclean [pirits like frogs come out
of the moutk: of the dragon, and out of the moutis
of tr'):_beq@end out cf the mouth of the falje
prophet.  For they are the fpirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings
of the earth, and of the whole world, to gatber
them to the baglle of that great day of God Al-
mighty. . -

IN this paflage, fome interefling
events gre foretold.®*To this fure word of
prophecy\ let us give earneft heed, that we
may forele evils, and feek protection in
Jehovah. Njs name is a ftrong tower, into
which the righteous may run and find fafety.

There is difhtulty in explaining prophecies
of temporal evants, until they receive their
accomplithment. Fur, as writcrs;(.havc judic-
1oufly obferved, it is ths.pature of fuch proph-
ecles nct to be thorough'{ underftood, till
they are thoroughly fulfilled. VThey have, how-
ever, {o definite 2 mecaning, that we may fafely
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confult them to influence our views, feelings

- and purfuits ; to firengthen and confirm our

~ fzith in the univerfal and perfect government
oi Jehovabh.

Saint John wazs favored with a revelation of
the moit interefting events from the time in
which he Jjved, to the end of the world. In
the paflage juft read, we are apprized of the
baleful influence of three impure and evil fpir-
its, which proceed out of the m®uth of the
dragon, of the beaft, and the falfe prophet.
It is well known that in the prophetic lan-
znaze of {cripture, a kingdom oggovernment
17 often reprefented by iome kind of beaft.
Mor 1s it unufual in fcripture, for the fame

thing to be reprefented under different fimil-
itudes.. 1o Dantel’s prophecy, the Perfian em-
pire is reprefented by a bear and a ram, and
“the Grecian by a leopard and a he-goat.
' The dragen is faid, in Rev. xx. to be that
old {crpent which is the Devil and Satan. He
is mentioned in chapter xii. as exifting before
'the beaft and the falfe prophet, and he contin-
ues to practife infernal wickednefs after they
. are caft into a lake of fire burning with brim-
‘{tone, as you will {fee by comparing chapter
'Xix. 20, with chapter xx. 10. The dragon,
in chapter xil. is reprefented as having fevea
- heads and ten horns, and {feven crowns upon
‘his heads. Heathen Rome appears to be
.intended by this prophetic reprefentation.
The faven heads, which were crowned, are
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feven kings ov forms of government, which
were fucceflively adopted at Rome. The ten
horns are the ten kingdoms, intc which the
Roman empire was afterwards divided. In
this view, the dragor, that cld {zrpent, whick
is the Devil and Satan, may be fi:1y reprefcat-
ed as having feven heads and t=n horns. ‘For
Satan reigned in heathen Rome. The feven
forms of government there adopted were un-
.der his influence ; and fo were the ten king-
doms, which afterwards arofe. For after he
- was caft out* of the Roman empire, by the ac-
ceilion of Conftantine the Great to the impe- -
rial throne, and by his edict in favor of the
chriftians, then the power of the dragon was
difplayed by the beaftt which rofe up out of
the {ea, having feven heads and ten horns, and -
upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads
the nime of blafphemy. And the dragen
aave him his power, and his feat, and great
authority.. This is the beaft mentioned in the
text ; and it appears that he had temporal 2u-
thority over the ten kingdoms into which the
Roman empire was divided. But we are in-
formed, verfe 11, of another beait coming up
out of the earth, and he had two horns like a
lamb, and he fpake as a dragon. And he ex-
erctfeth all the power of the firk beaft before
him, and caufeth the earth apd them which
dwell therein, to worfhip thearft beaft, whofe
A2 .
* Chap. xii. 9. 1 Chap. xui. 1,

B et e - —————— —
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- deadly wound was healed. And lLie doeth
great wonders, {o that he maketh fire come
down from heaven on the earth in the fight of
men, and deceiveth them -that dwell on the
earth by the means of thofe miracles which he
had power to do, &c. This beaft may be the
fame with the falic prophet in the text. They
agree in their moft prominent features. This
beaft doeth great wonders; and deceiveth
“them that dwell on the earth, by means of
thofe miracles which he had power te do in
the fight of the beaft. Of the falfe prophet
it 1s faid, chapter xix. 20, And the beaft was
taken and with him the falfe prophet that
wrought miracles before him, with which he
deceived them that had received the mark of
the beaft, and them that worfhipped his image.
Hepce the dragon, the beaft and the falic
prophet are combined together in the fame
caufe., The dragon gave the firft beaft his
power, and his feat, and great authority. And
the fecond beaft exercifeth ali the power of
the irft beaft before him. Being thus com-
bined, they form the Papal power.*

This power, we are informed, is to continue.
1260 years. The rife was gradual, and it ap-
pears that thy fall will be fo likewife. Could
we exaltly afecrtain when this power acquir-
cd its complete fate, we might know when it

* By the judicious n narks of a refpected friend, the

| foreguing pararraph has be:n fome altered, fince the
U Lifcourie was delivered,
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wouid be completely deftroyed. As early as
656, the Pope was declared to be univerfal
bxﬂmp He had then, and even before, great
influence, not only in ecclefiaftical concerns,
but alfo in the temporal affairs of the Roman
empire and other kingdoms conne&ted with it.
In 752, he began to difpofe of kingdoms, by
dethroning Childeric, king of France, orderimg
him into 2 monaftery ; and then releafing Pe-
pin of his oath, and affigning him the kiag-
dom. King Pepin, four years afterware
profecuted 2 war in Italy, where he fubdued
the Lombardo, and took the territory of Ra-
venna, which he prefented to the Pope, and
- thus gave him the authority of a temporal
prince. This authority of the Pope was after-
wards confirmed by Charlemagne, the fon and
fucceflor of Pcpm in the kingdom of France.-
For when a king of the Lombardo wiolated
his engagements and rebelled againft the Pope,
Charlemagne beficged -and defeated the re.
bellious king, and then went in perfon to
Rome to vifit the Pope, where he adjudged
and determined that bis Holinefs, being God’s
Vicar, could not be fubyselt to the judgment of man.
The Pope rewarded him for his iervice and
complaifance, by declaring him emperor on
chriftmas eve, A. D. 8oo.

We have clear {criptural authority for con-
hdering France as peculiarly active in eftab-
lithing the Papal power; in that we have late-
ly {feen this nation att~mpting to deftroy this '
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power. This.is agreeable to the prediction ¢
Rev. xvii. 16,0173 “:And the ten horns which
thou faweft upon ths beaft, thefe thall hate the
whore, and fhall make her defolate and naked,
and.thall eat her flefh, and burn her with fire..
For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil
his will, and to agree and give their kingdom
unto the beaft, until the words of God fhall
~ be fulfilled.” The fame power which exalts,
fhall be-the great inftrument of deftroving the
Romifh hierarchy. The attempts, however,
of Franee to defiroy the beaft- have hitherto
been only partial: For Bonaparte has re-ef-
tablithed -Popery ini France, Italy, =ad {fome
- Gther parts. _-A numerous train-of Jefuits-has

alfo’ been inflituted, after they had been, for
a.number of yecars, fupprefled in all Roman
catholic countries.. Bonaparte has likewile
inyited the Pope of late te crown him empe.
ror. Tlic Pope has complied; and Bonaparte
has received the imperial crown at his hand,
as Charlemagne had done, 1000 years before.
The Pope, in: this late coronation, has not
however conduted in that haughty, imperi-
ous manner, his predeceflor did.  He 1s great-
ly fallen. And, if:we begin to reckon the
1260 years continuance of the beaft, from the
timethe Pope became a temporal prince, we
may look for the complete abolition of the
Romifh hierarchy in about 200 years from
this time. - -
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In the chapter containing the text, we have
account of feven vials, to be poured out n
fuccellion upon the beaft and thofe devoted to
his intereft, and under his influence. In this
way, God’s wrath is in part executed upon
this idolatrous power. It feems that the run-
ning of thefe vials is to take up the time of
the beaft’s continuance, cr 1260 years. By
comparing the prophetic deicriptions of thefe
vials with events which have taken place, we
have fatisfactory evidence that five of thefe
vials were poured out {ome time fince. The
fifth wvial is pretty generally fuppofed to refer
to the reformation, which was begun by Lu-
ther, in 1517. Then the Pope and his adher-
ents fuffered great vexation and anguith : their
light was turned into darknefs, and their wif-
- dom into foolithaefs. They were baffied and
confounded in their attempts to prevent the
reformation, or to fupprefs the northern here-
fy, as they called it. They blafphemed the
God of heaven, by reviling his fervantsand the
truths they preached, by their anathemas
- againft them, and by eftablithing, in the coun-
cil of Trent, the whole {yftem of their corrupt
doctrines and idolatrous worihip. |

Allowing the feven vials to be running 1260
years, each one will have a period of 180
years. If the fifth- vial began to be poured
out in 1517, it would ceafe running, according
to this computation, in 1697. Confequently
the running of the fixth vial would commence
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about that time. We may therefore look in
the laft century and the beginning of this, for
events, which correfpond with the pmphctxc
defcription of this vial.

.. ¢ And the fixth angel poured out his vial
upon the great river Euphrates, and the wa-
ter thereof was dried up, that the way of the

kings of the eaft might be prepared.””
- You will recolle&t that in the revelation of
St. John, Babylon reprefents Rome. Hence
by adverting to the manner in which ancient
Babylon was deftroyed, we may learn, in view
of this paflage, how myftical Babylon, or the
church of Rome, is to be weakened, and
its final deftruction accelerated. The river

Euphrates was of great utility to the ancient
- Babylon. It ran through the city; it alforan
around the city on the outfide of the walls by
means of an artificial canal. Hence the river
defended the city, and alfo fupplied it with
water and fith, and other provifions which
were brought into it by water carriage. It
feerns the city could not be taken by a befieging
army, while it enjoyed the rich advantages of
this river. Hence it was by turning the courfe
of this river, fo that the channel under the
wall was dry, that Cyrus marched in, and
took the city for his uncle Darius, the Mede.

Cyrus and Darius were kings of the eaft; ; and
in the words of St. John there is an allufion to
the manner in which Babylon was taken. As
the water of the Euphrates was, in effect, dri-
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ed up<o prepare the way for the kings of the
eaft to deftroy Babyion ; fo the great fource.
of wealth and power to the church of Rome,
or myftical Babylon, is to be cut off, to pre-
pare for its dcftru&ion. This was greatly
done the laft century. In 1773, the order of
Jefuits was fupprefled and abolifhed. - Thefe:
had been warmly engaged in promoting the
Papal power. Poﬂcﬂin(g eminent abilities, and
a very enterprizing fpirit, they had, for a
time, fair profpects of propagating the catho-
lic faith through the world. In Germany;
the friars and nuns were fupprefled in 1785 5
and five years after, in France. In feme Pop-
ith countries, the inquifition has been abolith-
ed, the laft century ; and in others;. its dread-
ful feverity and cruelty have been moderated,
The Pope has alfo, in the fame period, grea®
ly loft his influence, his power, and his reve-
nue in Rome, in France,in Germany, and oth-
er places. A vaft many of the Romifh cler
have been {lain or banifthed, and their eftates
confifcated. ¢ At the fame time, the perfon-
al revenues of the Pope have been exceedingly
diminifhed, and in a great meafure annihilat-
ed. Avignon, that ancient and opulent city,
and the whole province, of which it was the
capital, has been taken from him. The late
Pope was feized, divefted of all temporal do-
minion, reftricted to a certain penfion, and ex-
iled from his royal,city.” How exceedingly
have been dried up the waters of the myftical:

Euphgates.
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Bat notmthﬁ;&}::sﬁ ‘the man of\Mfiy 224
been excecdmgl weskened, in fome refpeds,
yet, in others, ke has had aftonithing influ.
ence and fuccefs, agreeably to divine predic.
ton. And | faw 1bree unclean fpirits like frog:
comz out of the mouwth of tLe” dragon, ard out of
the mouth of the beaft, and cut of the mouth of the
falfe propber.  Fr they are the [fpirits of devils,
- working miracles, whicl go forth unto ihe kings of
the carth, and of the whele world, to gather them
to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

friend of revchuon, on reading tkis paf-

,. can doubt but that hercis a premheiic
defcription of fome miglity efforts of wicked:
nefs. ' - Defcriptions, fimilar in fubflance, are
- given in otherparts of the facred volome. In
. Daniel xii. 10, we are informed of 2 pcnod
f#obably the fame with this in the texr, when
many fhall be purified and made white and
tﬂcd but the vicked [bail ds wickedly, and none
of the <wicked (ball underfand. ‘The wicked al-
ways do wickedly. But here feems to be a
period foretold, when they fhall do wickedly
to a far greater degree, and be in a flate of
greater blindnefs and infatuation. We are
told in I Timothy . that in the lof? days,
probably the prefent, or the time of the fixth
vial, perilous times fboll ccme : for men fbail be
lovers of their own felves, covetous, beaflers, prowd,
blq/})bemer:, difobedient to parcnts, untbankful, 1n-
boly, without natural affeflion, truce-breakers,

fal e amg/'er.r, incondiment, fiercey defpifers of thofe
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tbet are seed, traiters, beady. bighminded, Yoac
ers of pleq/'urf: more than lover r;f G‘dd having
a iefss but denying ‘be power thci sf.
VC]:;:..:? {nﬁaa/r;g cmmcza{:on of mckcdneé
is here foretold. St. Peter alfo zpprizexnsof
the Gme abounding wickednefs. Tkhere fhall
come, in the laft days, ﬁqﬂ'er:, walking ofter their
own lufis.* He alfo inferms us that thefe will
deride the idea of the Lord’s coming to jude-
ment, and infinuate that all things, oontmue as
they were from the beginning’ of the creation.
Confequently they will deny that there bes
been any fuch-univerfal deluge and deftrudion
of mankind as the Bible declares. His words
in the preceding chapter may point out the
manger in which thefe agents: of the wicked
onc proceed.  For when they fpeak great furell

1ag worde & vanity, they allure tlmmgb the hfts
of the fq/b, *Srough much wantonnefs, thfe that
were clean efceed from them wwho live in error.
While thzy promifc them liberty, they themfelves are
the fervanis of corrupiion.t

It appears from the text that thefe agen
of inferral’ wickednefs, thele fpirits of devils,
fhali do wonders; for fo the word, trarnflated
miracles, may be.rendered. The wonders they
perform may be their awful and fuccefsful at.
templs to promote wickednefs and infidelity,
and combife kings or rulers and the people
of the whele world in oppefing the MoR
B

*11. Epifilé, itk 3. ¥ Verfes 18 and 1o,
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High. In this way, the wicked will become
ripe for deftruction, and then the battle of the
great day of God Almighty will commence in
the pouring out of the feventh vial,

Let us examine the accomplithment of this
interefling prophecy. '

As the?c evil {pirits proceed from the beatt,
fo we muft look for their origin and firft ap-
pearance in thofe places, where the beaft has
moft fuccefsfully exerted his influence.
- In a nation, under the influence, and great-
ly devoted to the interefts, of the beait, a con--
fpiracy was formed, the laft century, to abolifh
the chriftian religion. In this confpiracy, Vol-
taire was a diftinguithed character. He was
born, A. D. 1694, in France; and there he
received his education. He fo early engaged
in-the defign of abolifhing chriftianity, that,
while a ftudent, he received this prophetic re-
buke from his inftruétor :  Unfortunate
young man, you will one day come to be the
ftandard bearer of infidelity.* |

After this, he aflociated with men of corrupt
morals; and, in 1730, he became fo open
and fanguine in oppofing chriftianity, that
when it was faid to him, ¢ you may do or
write what you pleafe, you will never be able
to deftroy the chriftian religion,” he replied
without hefitation, ¢ That i1s what we fhall
fee.” He was fo confident of fuccefs, that he

* Payfon’s Modern Antichrift, page 32.
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would fay, “I am weary of heanné people
t that twelve men have Loon fu

eﬁabhfh chriftianity ; and I will prove that
one may fuffice to overthrow 1t.”* But he
foon found that he was not equal to the work.
‘He therefore obtained the aid and confidence
of others, particulardy I’ Alembert, Frederic
'L king of Pruffia, and Diderot.} In 1752,
the confpiracy affumed: a regular form, and
Voltaire became its chicf.} < Crufh the Wretc’,”
was their watch word, which they ufed to an-
imate each other. T he perion whom they de-
fignated by this opprobricus name, and whom
they . intended to crufth, was Jefas Chrift.
Twelw Jfeoundrels, they termed kis apoftles.§

-A number of diftinguifted - characters, and
pcrfons in-high fations -aflociated with Vol-
taire in his defign againft chrifianity. Of
thefe were “ Jofeph IL. - eruperor of Germany,
Catharine II. emprefs of Ruflia, Chriftiern VII.
king cf Denmark, Gutavus HL king of Swe-
den, Ulrica, queen of Swedcn, and Poniatowf- -
ki, king of Poland 3 - |

“ A great part of the mxmﬁry the noblefs,
and higher claf; of citizens in France, and (ex- |
cepting the clergy, who for the moft part re-
mained firra.in the caufe of relipion) the lite-
rati, not of France only, but of Earope in gen-
eral, appear to have been enfnarcd w.:h this
fafcm.mng philofophy. Nor was it confined

* Ibic. page 3 t Ibid. page 31.
1 1bid. page 38 § Ibid. page 3¢

cientt¢
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to men of {cience.””* Its influence extended
to the lower claffes of fociety. This anti-
chriftian fpirit drew in kings and rulers, as
well as common people, to promote its cor-
rupt defigns. '

A detail of fome of the methods, which
the confpirators adopted to accomplith their
objet, may exhibit increafing evidence of their
‘defigns, give fome view of their fuccefs, and
lead us to reflect on cur own danger.

One method was to abound in. profeflions
of love and regard to their fellow men. They
made great preieniions to toleration,reafon and
humanity. They prochimed themfelves the
friends-of liberty and the rights of man, By
fuch profefhions, often repeated, many were
¢xeeedingly captivated, and difpofed t0. view
‘the confpiratars as their beft frieads. Num-
bers were charmed with the magic founds of
veafon and philolophy, of liberty and the
equal rights of man. If Voitaire and his afo-
ciates had appeared without difguife, and call-
cd themfelves the enemies of chriftianity, they
wovrld have been generally defpifed ;. but by
intrigie and diflimulation, they induced many
to favor their abominable views. Without’
hefitation, they could make profeffions of re-
ligion when they faw it expedient, for obtain-
ing their object. “ Many were duped by what
D’ Alembert calls Jis vows 1o religion ; and Vol

* Ibid. page 55, 56.
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taire boafts much of the fuccefs of his mafter
ftroke of policy isi ere@ing a church and con-
ftantly receiving communion.”*
- Another method was to diffeminate mﬁdl;:l,
corrupt, diforganizing publications. In this
way gprt&t rg::werg made to weaken and
the truth of fcripture -hiftory, to un-
hmgé{h e public mind, -and effet a general
revajution-of moral aad religious fentiment.
« Wmmgs, in every form and fhape, calcu-
hted to excite licentious defires, to deprave
the mioral tafte, to communicate thc infeGtion
of infidelity, and exhibit religion in a ridicu-
lous: view, were crowded'upon the public.”’t
Thefe pubh‘.attons .were fold to fome, and
frecly given to others. In thefe writings, it
was infinuated and declared that the God of
the Jews and af-the Chriftians is but a phan-
tom-und chimera; that all ideas of juftice
and injuftice, of virtue and vice are arbitrary
and dependant on cuftom ; that the foul is a
chimera ; that modefty is only an invention
of reﬁned voluptuoufnefs; and that the fear
of the Lord is the bcgmnmg of folly.}] Vari-
ous other fmmoral, impious, and abommable
opinions were inculcated:
Another method was to condu& in the
moft fecret manner. Secrecy they viewed ef-
fentially neceflary, in order to be fuccefsful.

32

* Ibid. page 54. + Ibid. page 47.
% Ibid. page 49, so.
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They- defigned to a& completely the pary
of confpirators. Hence their chief would
often remind them, « Strike; hurl the jave:
lin, but hide your hand.” They concert-
éd plans to difieminate their pernicious fentis
ments, as lecretdy as poflible.  This was great-
ly. effected by the publigation. of the ¥French
Encyelopedia ; a work, proje@ed by DfAlems
bert, one of the confpirators. The.-pyhlic
were promiled that it thould be a complete
treafure of human arts and {ciences ; and that
all the articles on religious fubjedts thould be
compiled by learned and orthodex divines.
But the work. proved:to he the handmaid:of
infidelity. The publication: was greatly op-
pofed by the virtuous and enlightened, and
was for a time fufpended. At length, it was
compieted ;. and following editions, under the
appearance of being cerrected, were more: fills
ed. with the poifon. of infidelity. and. atheifm,*
‘The fecret focieties inftituted in France and
Germany had great influence in prometing
. the defigns of the confpirators. Thefe focie-
- ties were -inftituted much in the manner: of
~ lodges of free-mafons. Their objeét: and
views however were very different, being this,
‘to diffeminate the moft corrupt.and-pernicious
fentiments. The moft diftinguifhed of thefe
focieties was the Grand Orient at Baris. This
may be confidered, rather as a mafonic parlia- -

¥ Ibid, page 39, 405-41.




ment; compofed of delegates from all the prings-
pal lodges,and;in which, mafonic concerns were
ultimately determpined..  In: 1780, thig fociety
bad ynder its diraltion 266 improved lodzes.®
. Similat {ocicties: wera aHo formad in Gen
many about the middle or the: lalt century. -
A clofe, copnexion wag form:d between fome
of .thefe and. the; focicties in, Kranco .. Become
ingracquainted with the new -difcoverigs. of
the French, the German: adepts imbibed the
opinion, ¢ that religion was the flavery of -the
frechorn. mind:;. that neafon. was the, only
fafe guide, and the only deity’ whom: mane
kind-ought-to- worthip s that the effablifhment
of government. was: the. ‘orginal- fin ;. and
emancipation from; all legal refiraint, the true
regeneration taught by lJefus Chrift; and
which can be.efleCied:-only by the wonderful
power of thole two words, liberty and: equalis
ty.’t It:appears. that the great objet aof the
focieties: was 1o propagate thefe and fimilar
fentimentss . ... . . |
.. A diftinguifbed charafter in thefe focieties
was * Dr. Adam Weithaupt, profeflor of cane
on law in the vniverfity.of Ingolitadst. He
had. acquired:a; high. repriation in his profefs
fion, which dsew arquad him.gumbers from
the neighbaring univerities..’ :His extenfive
influence was employed in difleminating the

* Ibid. page 74. + Ibid.‘ page 77. |
3 1bid. page 8. =
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 moft pamcmus' opinions. He pradifed vari-
ous arts of deception and intrigue to obliterate
from the minds of others every moral and re-
Ligious fentiment. - He explored every avenue
to the human heart, that ' heé might feduce his
" fellow-men, and lead them to adopt fuch prin.
ciples as would beft promote his defigns. - And
according tohis own reptefentation of the mat-
~ ter, as- itafterwards appeared, the moft -infa.
mous chiraftets were affociited with him in
this bufinéfs. To gain profelytes, not only art.
ful “infinuations, but alfo downn-ght lymg
- were prattifed. -

“It was by the diicévety of many dangerous
pubhcations, {écretly:circolated, that the pub-
ic were firft alarmed. -Some of thefe were
traced back to -the fociety of which Weith-
aupt was ‘member. 'Methods werc taken to
dete&t the confpirators ;-and, “in 1%8%,four
profoffors of the Marianen Acadettly, with
fome others, who appgar to; bave: withdrawn
from the order under a conviftion of its evil
tendency, were fummoned before a court of
enquiry.—Their evidence was -alarming.—
They declared ¢ that in the lodges fenfual pleaf-
ures were advocated, and felf-murder juftified
oh epicurian and ﬁorcal principles; that death
was reprefented ac an eternal flecp ; patriotiim
and loyalty were called narrow-minded preju-
dices, incompatible with univerfal benevolence.
Nothing was fo frequently difcufled as the
propriety of employing, for a good purpole,
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the means which the wicked employed for
evil purpofes.’—Thefe depofitions, given fep-
arately,-under oath, and the fignature of - the
deponents, were perfely harmonious.”*

In 1786, a coilection of their ongmal Wit
ings was found. From thefe, it appears that
they inculcated athecifm and the mortalicy of
the foul, or that death is the final end of r1an;
that the -ufed the nawe.chriftian, and fubititu-
ted réafon for chriftianity ;. ané that they ac-
knowledge their fyRem to be ©a bundle of lesy
It alfo appears that their objeét was an uriver
fal revolution, to be eﬂ'e&ed in the modk fecret
manner.f = Can there be any doubt that here
is 3 fulfilment, in part at lcaﬁ, of the predic-
tionjof thre¢ umclean {pirits, going fmtb
to gather the world together againft the AL

gh*y ? For, « three of the witncfles abave
* mentioned dedare, that while cepne@ad with
the qrder, they were fgveral times informed,
that it had extended ta lialy, to Venice, te
Auftria, to Holland, Saxony on the Rhme. |
and even to dmerica,”’}
~ How widely extended wias their mﬁnemc
at that penqd But it does not appear that
this difcovery defeated the defigns of the cos-
fpirators.  Weilhaupt had previoufly faid,
¢ dew_my:whole order gp to rack and ruing
in thice yeats, & will, antkver to. reftore it, and
that {0 a mors: powsxful ftate tham it was. in

*Ibid. page 116, 117." % Ibid. pagc 1Ly, 118.1:93 121,
{ Ibid. page-129, .
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before. Obftacles only' ftimulate my a&iv-
ity.”* Hence a new- confcderaticn was
projected, under the fame : of the German Un-
ion. This confederition owed its exiftence in 2
eat degree 40 this' cirfcumftance: That
eme of religion;’ which ‘excludes from the
gofvel its pecultar and dx&ngmﬂnng dodtrines,
had made rapid progrefs in Germany, until
chriftianity appeared b#it very little, if any,
fuperior to the religion of nature. ‘Hence 2
favorable opportunity was preferited to thofe,
who wifhed to deftroy the chriftian re-
ligion, to join with thofe divines, whe deni-
- ed or explained away the peculiar znd eflential
doctrines of the gofpel. - “The opportunity was
gladly embraced by the-enchiies of chiriftianic
ty, and the German Union was formed. Im-
mediately * a’ multitude- of writers appear-
ed, who exprefled great zeal for chriftian-
ity ; but the manifeft ebje& of this Z¢al was to
reduce it to a fyftem of natural religion. The
Bible was. cxplamed, corretted, allcgonzed;
and otherwife twifted, till the minds of - racn
had hardly any ibing Teft to reft on, as a doc-
trine of revealed rveligion.”} This prepared
the way for others to come forward and de-
ny revclatlon, and then declare that reafon
was man’s only rules” Aand the next ftep tak-
en was to. mculcatc the do@rines of material-

ifm and atheifm.}- On the whole, « it appears,

*-1bid. page 132. + Ibid. page 133, 134.
3 Se Noje A. at the end of the Difeourfe.
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as an eminent chara@ter obferves,* from
undoubted evidence, collecled from the moft authen-
tic fources, and produced about the fame time
by two different authors, of different countries and
different religions, and writing witbout the leaft
concert or communication with each other,t that
- there have in fa& fubfifted in the heart of Eu-
rope, certain fecs of men, diftinguifhed by va-
Tious myﬁcnous rites and ceremonies, but all
concurring in one common objedt, namely,
the gradual overthrow, not merely. of -all re-
ligion, but of all civil government and all fo-
cial order throughout the whole chriftian
worid. This defign they had been carrying
on with incredible induftry and perfeverance
in’ vafious ways for a long courfc . of years;
fome openly attacking the great buiwarks of mo-
rality .and religion, others fecretly undermining
their foundations, till at length the exply f ton burft
out inftantaneoufly on one deveted country.”

Who then can wonder that the French rev-
olution has taken place, when fuch means had
been ufed to corrupt the public mind? When
infidel and atheiftical fentiments had been ex-
tending their influence for years among that
people, it cannc ¢ furprize us that tie following
blafphemous fentiments thould be exprefled in
a dxfcourfc, compofed by. Anacharﬁs Cloats,
and printed and circulated by order of the
National Convention. “Man, when free,

* The bithop of London, in his charge to the clergy
of his diocefe. + Barruel and Robifon.
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Wiénts no other divimity chan hkimfelf. Rea-
fon dethrones both the kings of the earth,
and the king of héaven. No moriarchy above,
if we with to preferve our republic below. Vol
umes have been written to determine whether
a republic of atheifts could exift : I maintaiu
that every other republic isa chimera. If vou
admit the exiftcace of an heaverly foveragn;
you-introduce the wooden horfe, within your
walls; what you adore by day will be your
defiru&tion - at- night.””* ":onﬁdenng the zeal
and induftry of Volaire and his aflociates, we
‘nided not wondér that the National Conven-
tion gave an explicit fan&ion to the above fen:
‘timents. 'When the people had been abun-
dantly faught that family. government is the
beginning of all tyranny, and civil government
a curfe; that chaftity and natural affeGtion are
mere prejudrces that murder, adultery, and
other crimes are lawful and virtuous, when
circumftances require them to be perpetrated,
we need not be furprifed that thoufands have
been inhumanly murdered ; that mothers have
- given their babes to be killed, that they
themfelves might be freed from the trouble of
nurfing them ; that the facred obligations of
the’ marriage covenant have been diflolved;
and proftitutionf countenanced by the Nation-
. al Convention.f How ftrikingly we behold
~ the fulfilment of the text, and the genuine

“* Payfon’s Mod. Anti. page 213,
¢ Ibd. page 224, 225, 226, 227.*
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tendency of iofidelity and atheiiin, in ‘this
threefold combination agrinft religion, civii
government, and domeftic fociety. Won-
ders have been performed—fuch wonders zs
aftonith a great part of mankind. |

The fure word of prophecy informs us that
thefe evil fpirits will extend their influnence
through the world of mankind. According-
ly it appears that Weifthaupt contemplated the
plan of an order, which thould in time govern
the world. Have we then no reafon to fear
let we, mm thefe United States, fhould be
brought under the influence of thele evil fpir-
its - Have we 1o caufe to fufped that this is
already the cafe, in fome degree?

It is very evideat to every impartial, dif-
cerring mind, that impiety, infidclity, and va-
rious kinds of wickednefs have greatly increaf-
ed in this land, within a hundred yearst pait.
A writer of eminence-* and well acquainted
with the hiftory of the ‘aft certury, obferves,
that “ the firft confiderab'e change in the relig-
ious character of the people of this country
was accomplithed by the war, which began in
17§ 5.~Loofer habits of thinking began then
to be adopted, and were followed, as they al-
ways are, by loofer condué. The American
war increafed thefe evils.—A long train of im.
moral doé&rines and pradtices fpread into ev-
ery corner of the country. The profanation
) C

* Dr. Dwight, -Prefident of Yale College.
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of the fabbath, before unufual, profanenefs of
language, drunkennefs, gambling, and lewd-
nefs were exceedingly increafed ; and what
is lefs commonly remarked, but is perhaps not
lefs mifchievous than any of them, a light,
vain method of thinking concerning facred

things, a cold, contemptuous indifference to-
wards every moral and religious fubje@.—At

this period, infidelity began to obtain, in this

country, an extenfive currency and reception.”
Other events have greatly contributed to the
fpread of infidelity among us. The late revo-

 lution in France has greatly animated infidels

in this country. It has given 2 new fpring to
their exertions, and infpired them with greater
boldnefs in attacking the chriftian faith. In-
fidel and atheéiftical publications have been in-
duftrioufly circulated through our land.*
Great efforts have been made to corrupt the
public mind, and promote the increafe of wick-
ednefs. Thefe evils have indeed received a
partial check by the corre information, which
has fince been diffufed refpecting the ¥French
revolution, and by the happy revivals of reli E
ion in many parts of our land. But whi
many are purified and made white, the
wicked ftill do wickedly ; nor will they under-
ftand.

We have alfo information, worthy of cred-
it, that fecret focicties, fimilar to thofe in Eu-

* See Not: B.
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rope, have been eftablithed in this country.
In the original writings of the confpirator:;
found in Germany, feveral lodges in America
are found on the Lift as exifting priorto 1786
We are alfo informed by refpeable authority,
that a lodge was inftituted at Portfmouth, in
Virginia, as early as 1786, and - was a branci
of the Grand O-ient of Frante. The mem-
bers of this Lodge, confifting of one hundred,
were chiefly emigrants from France and 4.
Domingo. A fimilar fociety exifted at Nev -
- York, called the Grand Orient of New-York,
and derived in like manner from the Jodge of
the fame name in France. From thefe, iflucd
feveral other focieties. This information is
confirmed by a ‘variety of circumftances, by
other teftimony, and by events. which have
taken place.* S
. May not thefe things, my brethren, juftly
alarm us ! Muft not our danger be great, if
hundreds among us are combined together
for the vileft purpofes, and accomplifhing their
defigns with great fecrecy and intrigue?
May not fuch fecret combinations of men,
acting in perfect concert, have vaft influence
in diffeminating pernicious, diiorganizing ien-
timents, and corrupting the public mind?
And how foon, unlawful combinations of mep,

* On this {fubjed, the reader, if he wifh for turther in.
formation, is defired to perufe, candidly, chapter 14th of
Payifon's Modern Antichrift.
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in midnight affemblies, may deprive us of
our invaluable privileges, nonecan tell.

But our danger demands a more particular
confideration. This is a fubje&, in which I
am equally concerned with yourfelves. My
intereft is involved with yours. Itis not a
party intereft, but your beft good for time
and eternitv—the beft interefts of my country
and the weliare of mankind, which I with to
kaep in view, and zealouily promote.

1. An undue attachment and partiality to
~others may miflead our judgment and be a
fource of evil. We have had a pecuhar at-
tachment to the French nation.  They gener-
oully affifted us in our arduous firuggle for
independence. Their afliftance was fo necef-
fary and timely, that we felt ourfelves under
obligations of gratitude. Having ourfelves
experienced the happy confequences of our
revolution, we felt a peculiar fympathy to-
wards them, when their revolution commenc-
el. We wifhed them fuccefs, and rejoiced in
their profpect of enjoying civil liberty. But
have we duly dif{ingui{hcd between their
highting for liberty, and their pradtifing the
mofl abominable licentioufnefs ? Have we not
been apt to excuie, not only their errors and
unavoidable irregulaiities, but alfo their cru-
elty, impiety, and atheifm? or to doubt and
dilbelieve their evil defigns and abominable
conduct? It gave us great joy to behold them
deftroylng popery; but, while they were
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oftenfibly, purfuing this obje&, fome here did
not fee that they were infidels, the enemies
of truth, of righteoufnefs and the eternal
GOD. And hence fome have viewed the
clergy, in this land, as acting inconfiftently in
praying for the downfall of popery, and then
lamenting the event_when it took place. But
there is a inanifeft diftinction between attempts
to deftroy popery, and attempta to deftroy the
gofpel. Abundant and correct information
aflures us that the great defign of leading men
in the French revolution, has been to abolifh,
not merely popery, as fuch, but the pure and
holy religion of Jefus Chrift. But have not
many been unwilling to admit this? And
why ? Has it not been owing to a fond, par-
tial attachment to the French ?

A fimilar attachment to any other nation,
or to any individuals among ourfelves, may
be exceedingly pernicious ; and efpecially when
fuch attachment is accompanied with an un-
candid and violent fpirit of party. Under
the influence of fuch a f{pirit, we fhall not
fuitably attend to the merits of highly inter-
efting queftions. But party feelings will prej-
udice our underftandings and bias our judg»
ments. In no inftance, perhaps, will iuch a’
fpirit be more pernicious, than in attending to
the charalter and condu& of rulers, or of can-
didates for civil offices. This being the cafe,
iome will hear nothing but what is for, and.

C2 - e
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others nothing but what is againft, a perfon.
- Butis this the way to arrive at the truth? Is
- this the way to obtain corret information ?

2. We may be in danger by attending
more to the profeflions of men, than to their
condu& and defigns. It is eafy for men to
make great profeflions of love to others, and
it is a very fuctefsful way of gaining their
affe@ion and confidence. This has been the
way, which defigning men have heretofore
- taken to overturn civil government and de-
ftroy religicus inftitutions. When Abfalom.
wifhed to dethrone king David, and ufurp the-
government, he rofe early and ftood by the
way of the gate to the king, that he might
addrefs thofe who came to court on bufinefs..
Iie flattered them that their caufe was good,,
but infinuated that the king negle@ed them,
and that they fuffered through his neglect.
He then added, O that I were made yudge in the-
land, that every man wbhich bath any juit or caufe
migit come unto me, and I would do him fuftice.
- When any one came nigh, ke held out his.
. hand, embraced and kiffed him. In this way,
~ he ftole thehearts of the people, and formed
a- confpiracy, which aflumed a formidable ap-
pearance, and threatened the nation with ruin.
- iftory informs us that fimilar methods were
praltided by defigning men in Greece and
Rome, to gain the affe¢tion and confidence of
the people in order to aggrandize themfelves.
It wag by flattering the people that Marat and:
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Robefpierre, in France, acquired aftonifhing:
confidence and authority ; and then they de-
ftroyed thoufands whom they had flattered.
In the fame way, the Helvetic republic was
deftroyed. Mengaud, the commiflioner of
the Executive Directory, thus addrefled the
Swifs : ¢« We come among you as friends.
We are your brothers. Do not be afraid of
any ill-trcatment. Property and perfons fhall
be proteted, as much as the enemies of liberty
fhzil be made to fufter.”* This happy people:
had, for many years, “ quietly enjoyed all the.
manifold advantages, which found policy,.
fteadily purfued, could confer.”” But by lif-
tening to thefe flattering propofals, they loft.
their civil government, and fuffered the vari--
ous evils, which' the moft bafe and perfidious.
flatterers could inflict, even ¢ imprifonments,,
infults, rapes, requifitions and rapinc of all
kinds.” | B

Such examples give us folema admonition.
We fee our danger. Happy it will be for us,.
¥ we always difcern it, 2and. efcape the fatal
fnare. For we are not to expet that thofe,
who would deprive us of our privileges, will
come forward and openly avowv their defigns.
This would be departing from the principles.
of their mafters. It 1s their maxim to bind
with invifible bands, to ftrike, but hide the
hand. Hence we muft expet that thofe, who-

* Mallet Du Pan’s defftu@ion of the Helvetic repubs-
lic, Boltcn edit. 1799, page 256..
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would attempt the deftruGtion of the chriftian
church, will make profeflions of religion, and
deceive by good words and fair fpeeches.

3. .Our danger may be great from the
fpread of anti-chriftian and inflammatory pub-
ht'atlons. In this way, the judgments of peo-
ple may be blinded by mifreprefentation, and
their pafiions artfully inflamed. Much has
heretofore been done, in other places, by dif-
feminating infidel, dlforgamzmg pubhcatlons,
to corrupt the minds of people, and lead them,
firft to a loofe way of thinking, and then to
licentious condu®. We may experience the
fame evils. - Let us  be ever fo able and fuccefs-
ful in repelling powerful enemies, whe invade
our rights by force of arms; yet “an army
of” corrupt “ principles,” circulating among
us in pamplets and periodical publications;
will foon urdermine our religious inftitutions,
{ubvert our liberties, and ruin our country.:
‘The great advantages of informatior ~e enjoy,
may be eafily ufed by defigning men to effet
our ruin. -‘We might derive graat Lenefit
from the general and extenfive circulation
of newfpapers, if they were all corrsct and im-
partial. But how many are fo conducted as
to deecive, miflead, and inflame the minds of

le. Many other publications are affidu-

oully circulated, which have z manifc® ten-

dency to promote immorality and impiety.

"The ipeaker lately faw a pampidet,* much ap-
* Called the Federal Catecoifm.
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plauded, no doubt, by fome; but evidently
defigned to accomplith a party, political pur-
pofe; and, at the fame time, calculated to
bring divine truth-and ordinances into utter
contempt. 'When men circulate fuch publica-
tions in order to accomplifi their defigns,
~ their real obje& becomes very apparent ; and
we behold great caufe of alarm.

4. A fallacious mode of reafoning on im-
portant fubjects may be a great fource of evil.
1t may greatly miflead and deceive many,  to
argue that the civil magiitrate has nothing to
do with religion, fo that under the adminif-
tration of men of no religion, or of infidels,
we fhall enjoy equal or greater religious liber-
ty, than under the adminiftration of thofe who-
credibly profefs to believe in divine revelation,.
to fear God, and embrace the Saviour. But
is not fuch reafoning fallacious? Is it not cal-
culated to deceive? For is it not vaftly im-
portant to a people, that their rulers fear God,
believe in his word, and look for a ftate of
final retribution ? In no other way, can zn
oath have any binding efficacy on the con--
fcience. Let rulers and others difcard the
-do&rines of revelation, and difbelieve the fi-
nal judgment and the wrath to come, and the
adminiftering of eaths will be a trifling, fenfe-
- lefs affair.  Can we then expect fidelity in rul-
ers, or integrity in magiftrates? Who would
wifh to be ruled, or to have caufes, interefts

ing to himfelf and his children, decided by
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-infidels? by thofe who neither fear God, nor
. look for his righteous judgment ? Is it of no
" importance to fociety, that civil rulers fhould
favor and promote religion by their example
and iufluence ?—Is it likely that we fhall enjoy
more religious liberty under wicked, infidel
rulers, than under thofe who fear God and be-
ieve in his word? How was it at Rome ?
Was more religious liberty enjoyed under
heathen than under chriftian emperors? Who
perfecuted men for their rehigion? Not chrif-
tian emperors, but heathen. Was more re-
ligious liberty enjoyed under Jeroboain the
fon of Nebat, than under David or Solomon ?
"Thele pious kmgs ufed their influence to have
men ﬁeat God and walk in his ways. But
Jeroboam ufed his influence to prevent this;
he droue Yfrael from following the Lord. It is
true that under his government the wicked
could more freely indulge. their evil, licen-
tious defires; they had more liberty
to commit iniquity, than they had
under the government of pious rulers.
- Such liberty s pleafing to many. It is pleafing
to thofe of a faGious difpofition, to thofe who
indulge a fpirit of oppofition againft law and
~order. Liberty and equality are their favorite
- words. Thefe they will repeat with great
 pleafure.  But is that liberty defirable, which
. 15 a freedom from all rchglous and moral ob-
ligation ? Oris that equality defirable, which
fubvetts all focial order? Can we expect to
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enjoy true, rational berty under the reign of
infidelity ? when « it direQly tends 20 arm k-
centioufnefs againf law, confufion againft order,
and vice againft virtue.”” Is it wife, is it pru-
dent to adopt this maxim, that we fhall new-
er be free until the chriftian church is abel-
tthed ?* - I

5. Our danger may be increafed by our
unwillingnefs to receive admonitien and
warning. Too often, perfons, in the greateft
danger, in a2 moral fenfe, will be highly of-
fended with thofe, who would give them
friendly admonition and faithful warning.
Too many refemble  thofe patients, who are
angry with the phyfician for defcribing their
diforder to them.” This is an alarming fymp-
tom. It fhews thatruinis faft and infenfibly
approaching. Juft before the Swifs experienc-
ed their dintrefling revolution, they were of-
fended at predi®ions, which were meant to
put them on their guard. K this thould ever
be the cafe with wus, if, inftead of liftening to
the voice of warning, we fhould treat thofe,
who would warn us, with clamor and fcurril.
o6us abufe, how fad, how alarming will be the
omen ! Ahab was foon deftroyed, after he re-
je&ed the faithful warning of the prophet Mi.
caiah, and added infult and abufe, by ordering
him to be confined in prifon, and fed with the
bread and water of afliGion.—But, -

¢Sz Note C.
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- 8. Our dmiprprm cipally artfes from the
fprad of loofe fentiments on rehgwus fubjedts,
and the prevalence of vice and impiety. Asa
people, we have greatly departed from the pu-
ity of gofpel doctrines. The firft fettlers of
New-England were remarkable for their at-
tachment to the effential and peculiar doctrines
of the Bible. - This attachment greatly contin-
ued for a hundred years or more, after the
firft {fettlement of this country commenced.

But, in the kft century, a great change has
taken place. The peculiar dotrines of the
gofpel are difcarded by many, and a icheme of
religion is inculcated, which is nearly, if not
guite, on a Jevel with the religion of -pature.

We have rcaion to fear, from the afpe& of the
times and fome recent events, that this evil
will increafe, and prepare the way for the
greater. fpread of infidelity.* Our danger is
great in this view; and greatly increafed by
the prevalence of vice and impiety. Many
have become bold and daring in wickedrnefs,
Drunkennefs, profane {wearing, and lewdnefs
have become very common. We are guilty
.of much extravagance in our ufe of the boun-
ties of Heaven. Much is expended to pleafe
the eye, to gratify the tafte or the pride of man.

Great is the rage for fuperfluities and luxa-
ries. Thefe evils are naturally follawed by
various kinds of fraud, deceit, injuftice and

* Sec Note D.
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iniquitous fpeculation, as well as more open ard
daring wickednefs, For they that thirft to be
. rich, and to appear in a ftyle of grandeur above
their neighbors, are eafily led to the practice
of iniquity. They fall into temptation and a
fnare,and into many foolith and hurtful lufts.
The profanation of the Sabbath is a common
and prevailing iniquity. The word and ordi-
nances of God are greatly defpifed. Itiscom-
mon for many to fpeak of divine things in a
vain, trifling and contemptuous manner. M-
ny ridicule and fcoff at gofpel truths and ex-
perimental godlinefs. Many prayerlefs, irie-
ligious families arc te be found. A great part:
of the youth are taught, fome by, precept, and
more by example, to profane the Sabbath, to
-defpife the {criptures, and take the name of
‘God in vain. And how many :in authority
neither fear God, nor hate covetoufnefs. Thef.
are alarming fymptoms. For it is righteoufnefs
which exalteth a nation; but fin is the re-
proach and ruin of a people. May not Jeho-
vah fay, fball not my joul be avenged on fuch a na-
tion as this 2

Behcld the late rapid fpread and awful ef-
feits of infidelity in Evrope ; view the fame
infidelity prevailing in our land, and can jou
avoid being alarmed? For let this infidelity
prevail, until it forms our national charaéer,
or let men of this caft controul our national
counfels, and then ¢ America muft drink the
cup of Babylon. Then the will become a

_ L
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limb of the beaft, whofe body God hath faid
fhall be given to the burning flame.”” O then
let us liften to the advice of Heaven—Come out
of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her
Jfins, and that ye receive not of ber plagues.

At this eventful period, when the powers
and emiflaries of darknefs are fo afhve, fhall
we be ina@ive? When their zeal is fo great,
fhall we be cold and indifferent ? When they
-exert themfelves in oppofition'to the gofpel, to
civil and religious inftitutions, fhall we, by
floth and indolence, manifeft a willingnefs to
part with our deareft privileges ¢ May I not,
my brethren, aniicipate your anfwer ?  No,
we will anfe, and by the help of the mlghty
God, we will earneﬁ] contend for the faith,
once delivered to the famts fupprefs and dif-
countenance vice and impiety ; and zealoufly
labor to promote virtue and godlinefs.”. Let
this, my brethren and fellow citizens, be your
firm unfhaken refolution, in humble depend-
ance on thc Almighty. See that you receive
the truth in love. Be firm in your adherence
to the peculiar do@rines of divine revelation.
Nothing fhort of this will be a fure defence
againt the fafcinating charms of infidel philofo-
phy.” Be bold and refolute in advocating the
truth, and defending divine inftitutions againit
the attacks of the ungodly. Your Lord and
Judge thus addrefles you in reference to the
prelent time—Behold I come as a thief. Bleffed
is be that watcheth and keepeth his garments

left he walk naked and they fee bis j/yamf The
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Lord will come at a period, unexpetted to the
wicked, to execute on them his wrath. O then
watch and pray. Zealoufly guard againtt all
thofe principles and practices, which are faft
preparing the ungodly, antichriftian world for
the battle of the great day of God Almighty.
Humble yourfelves before God, that he may
exalt and fave you. Continue inftant in pray-
er for rulers, for your country, and for the
world of mankind. - Pray withcut ceafing
that the juft may be eftablifhed;  that Zion may
rife {fuperior to all oppofition, and be a joy and
- praife in all the earth. Decidedly frown upon
all the works of darknefs. In patience, pof-
fefs your {fouls, for the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh. View the hand of God, and
fubmit to his will in afi events. He will make
the wrath of man to praife him ; and the re-
mainder of that wrath he will reftrain. Bs
careful not to imitate them that walk zfter the
Slefh in the luf? of uncleannefs, and defpife govern-
ment 5 prefumptuous are they, felfwilled, they are
not afraid to fpeak evil of dignities. Culti-
vate a Ipirit of love and harmony. If it be
poflible, as much as lieth in you, live peacea-
bly with all men. And having done your
beft, to prevent a flood of infidelity, vice and
irreligion from overfpreading our happy land,
then truft in the Lord; and when his judg-
ments are executed on the wicked, tiien-——
Come my people, enter thox into thy chambers, and
Shut thy doors about thez : hide thyfilf as it were
for a little moment, until the indignation be overpaf?.
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A few words to my young friends will end’
the difcourfe. Perhaps you tremble at a re-
cital of the meafures, which the enemy purfue
to defiroy the caufe cf truth and righteoufnefs,
But remember that this caufe enjoys the favor
and prote&ion of théinfinite God. You need
not therefore indulge defpondency ; nor be a-
fraid to efpoufe this caufe with your whole
heart. The kings of the earth may fet them.
felves, and the rulers take counfel together
zgainft the Lord, and againft his Amnointed ;
and the people imagine they can deftroy his
caufe, and free themfelves from the refiraints
of law and {ocial order, of truth and righteouf-
nefs. But they fhall not profper. They may
nroceed fo far as to diftrefs many, and deftroy
-he ungodiy from the earth. But the right-
cous fhail cnjoy the favor of Heaven. He
that diwelleth in the fecret place of the Mcf2 High,
Jhall abide under the [badow of the Almighty. 1f
you fhould be cciitinued long on the earih,
vou may behold great changes and revolutions
in {ocieties and nations. For God will over-
tarn, and overturn, until the kingdom of his
Son fhall be eftablithed throughout the earth.
The laft efforts of the powers of darknefs, the
lzit ftruggles of the expiring beaff may be the
moft violent, and caufz the greateft convul-
fions. But the judgment fhall fit, and they
ihall take away his dominion, to confume and
to deftroy it unto the end.  And the kingdom
and dominion, ar.d the greatnefs of the king-
domn under the whole heaven fhall be given to
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the people of the faints cof the Mol High,
whofe kingdom is an everlafting kingdom,
and all dominions fhall ferve and obey him.
Be {olicitous then, my young friends, to be
the fervants of God through Jeius Chritt.
Beware left any fpoil you through philofophy
and vain deceit. Avoid profane and vain
babblings and oppofitions of {cience falicly fo
called. Confidering your age, unwearied
pains may be taken to have you join with the
enemies of truth and righteoufrefs. They
may addrefs your paflions ; they may ufe ban-
ter and ridicule ;¥ they may accufe you of be-
ing fuperftitious, bigotted, and under the in-
fluence of narrow-minded prejudices; they
may {peak in high terms of their caufe and of
thoie on their fide ; they may alfo ufe many
finooth and flattering {peeches; and if, after
ail this, you appear unwilling to join them,
they may intimate, that if they caninot gain,
they will roin you. For it is a maxim with
fome at the prefent day, To gain every pr-.vifing
character, or ruin bim in the public opinicn. Bur
neither liften to their intreaties, nor regard
their threatenings. My fon,\if finners entice
thee, confent thou noi.  He that walketh with wife
men fhall be wife, but a companion of fools, or {in-
ners, fhall be doftroyed.  Be therefore wie and
D2

= ¢ Deills have long fourd this their beft mode of at-
¢k Banter and ridicale are now doing the work of
fermier times.  Hence you may be in great danger of

being naighed cut of your religion, or kept from feri-
cufly aliending 1o it
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circum{pe in the choice of aflociates. Be-
ware of thofe who appear in theep’s clothing,
while inwardly they are ravening wolves.-
Beware of thofe who promife you liberty,
while they themielves are the fervants of cor-
ruption. Beware of that fecret and pernicious
influence, which would lead you aftray from
the doltrines and precepts of the gofpel. Be-
ware of all thofe putlications, which tend to
pervert the judgment, deprave the heart, and
inflame the. pafitons. Make the Bible your
choiceft treafure of infirn&tion. Daily perufe
it with delight, and with prayer to the Father
of lights for heavenly wifdom. Never relin-
quith this maxim—7hat the fear of the Lord is
ibe beginning of swifdom: a good underflanding
hawve all they that da2 his commandments. Be cool,
be candid and deliberate ir forming an opin-
icn on important fubjets. Labor to obtain
correét information ; and faithfully improve
your advantages to acquire ufeful knowledge.
And as vou come forward into more attive
life, may vou condu& in the fear of God;
and podleft all needed wifdom and prudence,
integrity and fgrtitude; till, having ferved
vour generation according to the will of God,
=nd finilaed your courfe on carth, may you
then be admitted, through the merits of the
Almighty Redeemer, to endlefs glory in
Leaven. AMEN.




NOTES.

Norz A.

THE do&rine of the Trinity, or of three equal perions-
m the Godhead ; the real and proper deity of Jefus
Chrilt ; the eternal, unconditional ele&ion of fome of
mankind to eternal life ; the total depravity of the im-.
peaitent heart ; regeneration by {pecial grace ; juftifica-
tion by faith ; and the final perfeverance of all who are
born again, are peculiar and effential do@rines of the
gofpel. If thefe be exploded, the gofpel will be deftroy--
ed, and infidelity triumph. Hence ¢ it has been obferved,
and I think juftly, fays an eminent writer,* that ¢ there is
no confiftent medium between genuine chriftianity and
infidelity.” The fmallet departure from the one is a
ftep towards the other. There are different degrees
of approach, but all move on in the fame dire&ion.”’
In giving up either cf thefe do@rines, we virtually give
up a part of divine revelation, and make an advance t0-
wards deifim or infidelity. To reacunce the do@rine cf
the Trinity 1s to {ubvert the gofpel method of falvation.
It deftroys the only foundation, which is laid for the re-
<emption of guilty men. It robs Chrift of his infinite
glory ; degrades him to the rank of a mere creatuie ;
makes void his atonement for fin ; and exceeaingly
¢ Jeflens the fin of reje@ing him, and affords the adverfaries
of the gofpel a ground for accufing him of prefumption,
which muit neceffanily harden them in unbelief. The Fecws
confider their nation, according to the fentiments of or-
thodox chrithians. as lying under the charge ¢ of cruci-
fying the LORD and SAVIOUR of the werld :* but
according to’ the fentimens of thofe who reje& the een.
tial dolirines of the gofpel, they have only ¢ crucificd
a propb-, whe was fent to them in the firlt inftance.”
This ¢ confideration dimirnifhes the degree of their gunt;
tends to make them more indifferent ; and confequen:iv
muit harden tiem in unbelief. By corfidenng our
Lord as mecely a prophet,” the Jews may charge him
with prefumptien.  This charge if Tippe-ted will prove
that he neithicr was feit of God, nor s the Mefliuh,
Yor he preached himlelf the fligit of the worldy tic wey,

. ® Dr. Ancrew Fulir,
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the truth, and the life. ‘This no mere prophet ever did.
Hence to fuppofe that Chrift is a mere prophet is to make
bim guilty of prefumptios, and to deftroy his moral
chara&er. For he made himfelf God ; he juftified him-
felf in fo doing ; and when he died he fealed hxs teftimony
with his own bloed. If therefore Chrilt was a perfon
of truth and masal fincerity, he is really and truly God.
And to {ay that he is not really and truly God, deﬁroys
bis moral goodnefs. Let this be done, and his gofpel
will fink into contempt. Hence it is faid that profefled
unbelievers, or deilts, rejoice in the fpread of unitarian-
ifm, or the denial of the Trinity and the real and proper
deity of Jefus Chrift, as favorable to their views.®
Dxfcardmg the effential do&rines of tae gofpel favors
infidelity, as it prevents the increafe of vital piety, and
flatters men in their impenitence and reje@ion of the
truth. We are informed by a wrniter of much celebri-
ty,t that the divines in England, towards the clofe of
the 17th century, inculcated the moral and pradical pre-
cepts of chriftianity, without maintaining her peculiar
dod&rines, or thewing how the pradiical precepts of chni-
tianity grow ott of theie do&rines, and are conneded
with them. < By this fatal error,”” be otbferves, ¢ the
very genius and eflential nature of chn[hamty impercep-
tibly underwent a change. She no longer retained her
peculiar charaler, or produced that appropriate frame of
fpirit, by which her followers had been chara&erized.
The peculiar do&rines of chriftianity went more and
more out of fight, and, as might naturally have been
expecied, the moral fyftem itfeif alfo began to with-
er aud decay, being robbed of that, whicy fhould have
fupplied it with life and nutriment. At length, in our
own days, thefe peculiar do@rines have almoft altogeth-
er vanifhed irom the view.”” It is in this period, that im-
piety and infidelity have made the meft rapid progrefsin
Lngland. Dr. Fuller fays that the number of infidels in-
created in the laﬁ century, in as great if not greater

* The Calvinfiic cnd Socinian Syflems examined and come
fared, by Arur:-w Fuller ; Letter 15th.

+ Wili:am W/, zlbrrforcz, ¢f7. meml:r of the Bru JZ farliamen!
Pre&ical View of Rr/ sion 5 fecead American ¢dit. p. 229,
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proportion than the number of Socinians, or of thofe who
deny the real and proper deity of Chrift and other eflen-
tial do@rines of revelation. Great multitudes, he ob-
ferves, are carried away with a fpirit of infidelity ; and
no wonder, for it difguifes itfelf under a variety of fpe-
cious names, fuch as lberality, candor and charity, by
which it impofes upon the unwary. Faé& therefore con-
firmsthe pofition, that departing from ger: 2 chriftian.-
ity is advancing towards inidelity.
s
Nosz B. _
~ IT is ¢ the maxim of Thomas Pasne, that ¢ anarmy of
principles will penetrate where an army of foldiers cannot.
It is neither the Rhine, (he fays) the channel, nor the
Ocean that can a-well its progrefs. It will march to the
horizon of the world, and it will conquer.” In conform-
ity with this maxim, that infamous book, ftyled the
¢ Age of Reafon,’ was written in France, (and, it *s faid,
in the houfe and under the patronage of Mr. Mwaroe)
printed there in the Engli/b language, and a cargo of
15,0C0° copies, at oae time, fent into thefe United Staies,
and difpofed of by fzle, at a cheap rate, or given away.
Befides thefe imported ccpies, numerous editions of the
fame work (thame on our country !) have been prirted
here.”* The attempt to revolutiomze this country has
been further profecuted by circulating the writings of
Volney, a French philofophift and atheilt, and of others.

Nesz C.

IT is fearved that even fome friends of the Redeemer’s
eaufe have too much imbibed tke fentiment of infidels,
that civil rulers, in tteir official capacity, fhould do noth--
in refpe@ing religion. The wiiter withes to have no
one form of religion eftablithed by the civil magiftrate,
nor to have any national religious eitablithment, %i‘ke the
Britith a& of Uniformity. But he queries, whetier it be
not valtly defirable that the primitive days of New-Eng-
land ‘hould return. That happy period is thus defcrib-

_* Dr. Mor/’s Thank[zizing Sermon, Nev. 29, 1798 5.
Jreond edution, Atpendix, paze 74.
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ed by OAKS, PRINCE, and SHEPARD, in their elec-
tion fermons.—Mr. Oaks gives his teflimaony in thefe
words : “ As to your civil governmen:, you have had
Mofex, men I mean of the fame {pirit, to lead and go be-
fore you. The Lord hath not given children to be your
leacers, but pious, faithful, prudent magiftrates, men of
wifdom and underftanding ; men of Nebemiah's fpirit,
that fought not themfel 7es, but fincerely deﬁgned the
good, and confulted the welfare and rofpenty of thefe
plantations. Good magifirates, good laws. and the vig-
orous execution cf them, have beea the priviliege and
glory of New-England, wherein you have been advanc-
ed above moft of the nations of the earth.”

" Mr. Prince declares of the~ civil fathers of New-Eng-
$and, * They were moftly men of good eftates and fami-
Yes, of hbera. edacatnon,and of large experience; but tbey

.‘neﬂy excelled in piety to God, in zeal for the purity of his
reverence for his glorious name, and &n& obferv
"his holy Sabbaths; in their refpe& and mainten-
ance of an unblemithed mmﬁry the ipread oftbeknowl-
edge, learning, order, and quiet thron h the land,
a'reign of nghg:gnefs, and the welfare of fhns people ;
and the making and executing wholefome laws for all
thefe bleffed ends.”

s« At that pure and pwus period of our commonwealth,
there was a happy concurrence between civil and eccle-
- fiaftical leaders in promoting religion.” “Then ({ays Mr
SHEPARD) might be feen magiftrates and maglﬁrates,

upon the feat of jufticc, cemented together for the ad.
vancement of the kingdom of Chrilt in this wilde:nefs.
Then might be feen magiftrates and minifters together
in way of advice: minifters and minifters clea\nng to-
gether in way of communion: minifters and their re.
ve congregations together in way of prayer and ho-~
l wordkip : churches and churches together in way of
confultauons, by greater and lefer {fynods : magifirates
and minifters, and their people together, umtmg hands
and hearts ia the common caufe, breathing a public
{pirit, and confpiring with holy zeal and vigor, to ad-
vance the'kKingdom of Chnll.” “« The excélent rulers

— ——— - — & B S —— R - — = - - - —————
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of that day united with their paftors in confuitations and
endeavors for the advancement. and ptelirfvxxon of re-
on, and the privileges, peace and order e churche
rs.gl By their grave and prodent carriage they bappily.
pn{med a veneration for their perfons and authority
the people ; and yet cavefully prote@ed them in
tbc enjoymentof their precious lnbcmes.”’ Admitung
fomefewthmgsthen took place, not entirely conformabie
to the gofpel, compunbkmtbdnengbxsofmn,yet
what an excellent fpirit then prevailed ; how much hap-
pinefs was e¢njoyed ; andhow mnchdowehholdwhnh
lughly deferves our zealous imitation. -

Norz D:-

THE effential do@rines of the nﬁ:elmfnllyaml
explicitly flated in a pamphlet, e-ntled, “ A feafenable
tgﬂmoqtotbglomdn&m#mdtk:dq
eways undermized in the world : Confidered by
cqnvention of minifters, meeting at Bglm,éz&b,
1702 ; and voted by themtol:e publifhed for the eftab-
Mbmentof thechmchesm the ptefent truth.”” That

's

dmmtmo ﬁatedthe ofpel do&rines in
ebekwords “That God hathfwman
eternity eleGed’ certain perfong among the children
of men, to be brought unto eterfid happipefs, in and by

Jefus Chrift ; and this decree was not founded in

Jorcfizbt of any merit and goodnefs in the bnt in
the mere good pleafure of God who = of
them : that the ele@ed of God are in msmrlaﬂiﬁgcw-
enant of redemption, after a peculiar mannes given uvato
out Lord Mcffiab, who therein undertook to be their
Head, and their Redeemes : that the redeemed of the
Lord fhall be in his tirie and way, every one of them
infallibly made partakers of effeQual vocation, and bave
the benefits which he hath purchafed for them applied
to them : that fallen man, having loft the freedom cf bis
. will to fpiritual good, he wil’ not believe and repent, and
anfwer the call of the gotpel, until a fupernatural cpera-

* See Dr. Morfe's Sermon bcfure The Ancient and Hesor-
able drtillery Company, in Bcflon, Funz 6, 1803 ; page 13,1 3
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siow of The fpmt‘of grace Upen Kim, do change his wil,
Whfich éperation is veftowed ira way of mere foverezgn
géaee upon ‘thbfe oply that are ordained unto L% : that

o -upona’” ﬁnﬂﬁ"s accepting that faver of God by faith,
"' Gefl imputes to him the righteoufnefs of that aéhve and

paffive obedience, with which the Liord Jefus Chrift, ap-
peariug as the fuféty of his people, has fully anfwered

“the 1a% & God for them3 and the finuer is juftified be-

fore God'in that tigbteoufnefs of the Lord kfus Chrift :
thait eveﬁ‘be!iever on the Lord Jefus. Chrift, being by
ﬁiﬂ! united to him, does henceforth ’gloﬂfy his Lord,

-in doing the good works of wamgelical sbedience, by a

Arength desived from him ; which good works are the
frait and proof, bwt not the caufe of his juftification :
- and finally, that the faints of God fhajl perfevere in their
fan&titys and nothing fhall mgke them fall totally and
ﬁnally ftwhthat grace-whereingbey fland, and may re- -
WedpPof; 1he glory of Gods” Thele are the doc-
.‘f,».-‘*""-' . 0¥ pious anceftors cordially embraceds
“Siefe they earmﬁy .contended. . Hence thofe
vbo'hvw advocate thefs, do not advance new do&rmes.
nor new divinity. While thefe wese generally mein-

- -Med and mcnkateo.i, he preachmg of the gofpel was

greatly bleft in:the copvexfion of iinners ; the power of
godlinefs was njaniféft4® vice and immoraiity mace lietle -
Jprogrefs, and infidelity.or deifm was not known .in New-
Bngland. - B 4fa@ that maintaining and zealoufly

i -t dgitrines does not deftioy good morais
d waslla#¥¥-drive men to infidelity ; but produc-
ppofif effefts. Torit is fimce thefe fundamental

- wruths ha,#ahbéenzgteat}y exploded or kept out of view,

that vice and iimorality haveegreatly prevailed, and in-

~ fideliry rapidly mczcnfcd And this we muft expe to

De the cafe more and mote, until pure and genuine chrif

~ tiasity is generally inculcated and embraced. For “it s

inpoflible,” fays the great Dr. Owen, % to maintain the
power of godimefs, where the dc.trire, from whence it
{oriags, is unknown, gorrupted, or delpred ”?




