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BY HIS EXCELLENCY
MARTIN CHITTENDEN, ESQ.

Governor, Captain General and Commander in Chiefin and over the
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‘VHILE our obligations to the Author of our mercies should
frequently call forth expressions of gratitude, our transgressions
should excite in our hearts sentiments of penitence for past offen-
ces, and of supplieation for the continuance of our forfeited bles-
sings. And while the individual worshippers of the Most High
are thus bound to personal expressions of gratitude and nenitence,
it is incumbent on the citizens of political States having common
olligations, transgressions and wanis, as is the pious example of
our fathiers, to unite their expresaions of supplication and of wor-
ship.

1 do therefore, with the advice of the Council, appoint Wep-
5 NEsDAY, the T'wenty-sixih day of April next, to he observed asa

§ day of HusinsaTion, FasTing and Paaven, throughout this State.
Abu I go Eafdestly requesf'mu! the day may be uni'.crsally con-

y secrated to the service of Almighty God; thatall religious socie-
\ ties may assemble in their respective places of worship; and
\ that the pcople of the State, remembering, with humility their
s abuse of the former mercies and loving kindness of the Lord,
S may, with united hearts implore, that lie would smile compassion-
5 alcly on the concerns of this Btate,

Letus especially, as individuale, and as a people, humble our-
#: y selves before Him, and repent of our aggravated offences,—of our
i s forgetfulness of His mercics, our neglect of His word and ordi-
i3 § nances, and our general defection from the piety and virtue of our
B3 fathers.  And lct us supplicate that e would forgive our great
. y and alarming transgressions of His law: 'T'hat he would eradi-
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Jjustly merited His chastisement.

And with our penitence and supplication, lct us unite in the
general expressions of gratitude to the Author of every good and
perfect gift, for His late imerposition in our behalf. That when

State of Vermont,

A PROCLAMATION

For a Day of Fasting and Prayer.

e | He would rclieve those which are enslaved and oppressed, and

t, we had provoked Him to anger, and the multiplied calamities cf
2 war had involved our country in the deepest affliction, and dark-

! \ s ness and danger still awaited us on every hand, He has sudden-
2 )
z various blessings of peace:
h fonger {o be wasted in the field of battle, or with the pestilence <f
the camp : ‘L't our towns and citics are no longer exposed {o
desolation, or the iubkabitants of our frontiers to the ravazes of
an invading cneny ¢ And that we may now sit under our own

ly withdrawn the rod of His indignation, and restored to us the | [ifieen, and of the Independence of the United Stales the hivty-
T'hat the lives of our citizens arc ne ! ninth.
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vines and fig-tress, and pursue the craploymeuts and enjoy the
blessings of life without an encmy to molest or make us tfraid.
And let us fervently implore, that Iic would render the people of ¢
the United States fit sul,jects for such incstimalie mereies, (hat ‘ %
He may not again hide his face from us: 'That, for,this purpose, S
He would visit this nation with the influences of His Spirit; and { o3
promote among all classes the true principles and the practice of g‘}
piety and virtue: That He would bless the President of the ', 3 t2
States with wisdom from on high, and accompany hoth rulers and : gf
people with His especial guidance in their several dutics: That § &5
He would enable all in authority torule in His fear, and witha
fixed regard for the honour of His name, and for the peace, pros-
perity and happincss of thelr country : That among the people,

He would crenie dispositiops for order, for union of sentiment, for
obedience to the laws and for submission to ihe powers that be:

That He would give influence to the various institutions estaty”
lished among us for the diffusion of knowledge and religion, for
the suppression of vice and for the allevintion of human suffer-
ing: And that He would cause the universal prevalence of that
righteousness, which exalteth a pation.

Let us farther supplicate thegreat Ruler among the natlons,
thut He would prosper all the lawful employments of our citizens :
That He would crown the lahour of the husbandman with an
abundant harvest; and cause manufectures and commerce to
flourish : That He would in fine, give direction and success to
all those means, which are calculated to render this a great, se-
cure and happy nation :—That He would regard, in compassion,
all the nations of the carth: That He wouid send down His
Spirit to enlighten those, which are sitting in darkness: That
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restorc to peace those, which arc at war : That He would soon
bring forward the time, when peace, libertly, piety and virtue
shall bless every nation and every individual, and when the
kingdom of the Redeemer shall every where be estalilished.

And ] dorequest the people of this State to refrain from all ree-
reations and unneeessary labour on said day.

Given under my hand at Williston, this seventeenth day of
March in the year of our Lord, one thousaud eight hrdred and

MARTIN CHITTLENDEN.
By Ilis Excelleney’s command,
Samven Swivr, Scerdlary,
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