BY HIS EXCELLENCY

Thomas Chittenden, Efq.

Governor, Captain-gencral and Commander in Chief, in and over
the State of Vermont,

A PrRoOCLAMATION.

It being the indifpenfable duty of us as a people, to acknowledge
our abfolute dependence on the fupreme ruler of the uniyerfe, by
feeking for dire@ion and {fuccefs in all our affairs ; and the ap-
proaches of fpring more efpecially calling upon us to implore the
divine blefling, on the concerns and occurrences of the. enfuing
year, and to humble ourfelves for thofe fins, by which we have

torfeited the divine blefsing and favour :

HAVE therefore though fit, by and with the advice of the Council, to appoint,
{ and I do hereby appoint WEDNESDAY, the 1oth day of April next, to be ob-
ferved as a day of Public Humiliation, Falting and Prayer, throughout this State,
And do hereby earneftly call upon all minifters and people, of every religious denomina-
tion, toaflemble at their refpective places of public worthip on faid day, to humble
themiclves beloce almighty God for their manifold fins, amr with deep contrition and
penitence of heart to confefs and forfake them : to fervently fupplicate the divine mercy
to pardon, through the merits of Jefus Chrift; that he would beftow on us every need-
cd effect of his mercy : in particular, that he would biefs and fucceed the adminittration
of civil government within this flate ; that he would blefs the rulers of the people, dire&
their public councils and determinations : that he would ever fecure to us our invaluable
rights and liberties, which, by a long and calamitous war, he has beftowed upon us, and
maintain peace and good erder among us : that he would fave our land from wafting
ficknefs, peftilence; frofts, droughts, mildews, infeéts, and every other defolatin judg—
ment : that he would favour the bufinefs of agriculture, by theding down the kind influ-
ences of the heavens, fo that the earth may yield her increafe : that he would gracioufly
beftow his bleflingon all fchools and feminaries of learning, that they may be nurferies of
piety, as well as human literature, and rendered eminently beneficial: that he would gra-
cioufly beftow his richeft bleflings on the fupreme magiftrate of this nation, preferve his
life, and render him more abundantly ufeful in his exalted ftation ; that he would di-
rect the national councils, affording them wifdom, integrity, firmnefs, and unanimity ;
leading them into all neceffary meafures for the public good: that he would preferve
and ftrengthen th. union among the ftates, blefs their allies, and render the conne&ion
formed with them mutually beneficial : that he would ever afford the bleflings of peace
to this nation, defend our frontiers, and effet a happy lafting peace with the favage
tribes : that he would profper our trade, fithery, navigation and manufaQures ; caufe
indultry, frugality, temperance, and. all other moral and chriftian virtues more and more
to prevail amor.g us : that he would extend the bleflings of freedom and liberty, civil
and religious among all nations; put anend to tyranny and arbitrary power, the bul-
wark of fatan’s kingdom, and humble the proud oppreflors of mankind : That God
would mercifully thed down the inlluences of his holy fpirit, put an end to error, revive
decaying religion through this land, and the world ; that he would for this end blefs the
miniiters of his holy word, grant them more abundant meafures of knowledge and
grace ; that he would build up churches ia the faith, purity, and fellowthip of the gof-
pel, and advance the peaceful, glorious kingdom of God our Saviour throughout the
world,
And I do earneftly recommend to the good people of this ftate, to abftain from all
fervile labour and recreation, inconfiftent with the duties of faid day.

Given under my hand at Willifton, this 1oth day of March, in the
year of our L.ord one thoufand, feven hundred and ninety thres,
and of our independence the feventeenth,

Thomas Chittenden.

By his Excellency’s Command,
Jofeph Fay, Secretary.

Gop SavE THE PEOPLE.



