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Stanier Mayor.

Cur’ [pecial’ tent’ in Fefto Santti Michael

- Archang’ []. die Mercur’ xxix. die Sep.

tembris, 1714. annog; Regis Georgéz
Magne Britannie, ¢oc. Primo.

T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court
be given to the R everend Dr. Butler, for his
Sermon this Day Preached at the Parith-Church

of St. Laurence-Ferwry before the Ele&ion of the
Lord Mayor for the Year enfuing ; and, that
he be defired to Print the fame.

GIBSON.
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To the Right Honourable

Sir Samuel Stanier,

Lord Mayor of the City of LON DO N,

AND THL

Court of Aldermen.

My Lorp,
| Here prefent you with this plain Sermon
I Printed in Obedience to your Order. 1be
. Defiguof it-is;to. promote Peace and Uni-
2y, and by ‘them the Welfare and Happine[s of
your City. Your favonrable Acceptance of ¥
I look upon as an Approbation of all fuch De-
figns. Which that we may all, in onr [eve-

ral Places, beartily ingage in and effeitually
IR ' promote



- pomote s that [o we may [ee tiis omr 7eruj217?m

The Epifile Dedscatory.

as a City which is compa& together or at
unity in its {elf, and enjoying all the Advar-
tages of [uch a truly Cbhriftian State , is tbe
fervent Prayer of,

My Lord,

Your Lordfbip's

Moft obedient Servant,

LILLY BUTLER:




SERMON

Preach’d before the Right l-}onourablc

?erzszlem is builded as a City that is compait
togetber. '

pleafed with his dwelling in Ferzfalem, the chief
City of the Land ; how great a Concern he
had himfclf, and defired that ail his People fhould
have for the Welfare and Profperity of 1. I was
glad when they [aid unto me, Let us go into the
Houfe of the Lord, Our feet fball fland in thy Gates,

IN this Pfalm, Dawvid tells us how much he was
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[falem. Peace be within thyWalls, and Profperity within
thy Palaces. 1 will [eek thy good, Verf 6, 7, 9. He
gives us alfo feveral Reafons for the Delight he
took 1 1t, and the gteay Eftcem and Aff:¢tion he
‘had for it. . There was the Houfe of the Lord, the
Tabernacle and the Ark of God’s Prefence were
placed there.  This was the Place whither all e
[ribes went up, the Tribes of the Lord, unto the Te-

Jtimony of Ifrael, 1o give thanks unto the Name of the

Lord, v. 4. There were fet thrones of Fudoment,v.s.
There the Sanbedrim, the Supreme Court of Ju-

ftice fat. And there alfo were the thrones of the
Houfe of Dawvid There was the King’s Palace,
where Dawid now dwcele, and the Kings of Zudab
defcending from him thould refide.  And we have
yet another Inftance of the excellence of that Ciry,
another Thing tor which it deferved to be efteem-
ed and commended, to be loved and deligheed
an, 1n the Words of the Text, Zerufalem is builded
as a City that is compall togetber. -

By this Defcription of Ferufalewz, we are not,
‘at leaft chiefly, to underftand the Uniformity and
Strength of the Buildings of that City, but ra-
‘ther that mutual Love and Friendfhip, that Unity
and Concord amongft the Inhabitants of 1t, of
whnich the other was a very proper Emblem. And
accordingly 1n our clder Tranflation we read the
Text thus, Zerufalem is built as a City that is at

unity in its felf.
At



the Lord Mayor, &Xc.
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At this Time there was no Divifion amongft
the Tribes of Ifrael, either upon the Account of
the Obje&t of their Allegiance, or the Place, and
Manner of their Worfhip.  They now own’'d

but one King, who dwelt 1n Ferufalem , and all
reforted thither, to the Tabernacle and Ark ot

God, for Divine Worthip. Being thus united In
their Religious and Civil Interefts, 1n Matters
relating both to Church and State, they were
the more eafily and clofely united in therr Affc-
Gions. All which the Royal Prophet reprefents
as the Beauty and Glory of his belovea Feru-

falem.

That which I fhall obferve from the Text 1s
this, That the excellence of a City. doth very
much confift in the Unity and Concord, the mu-
rual Love and Friendfhip of 1ts Members.. No-
thing doth more conduce to the Pleafure, the

Honour, the Safety and Happinefs of 1t

Firft, Where thefe are, there 1s certainly the
moft comfortable and pleafant living. When

David (aw violence and firife in the City, he pre- Flal. 55.

terred  the Wildernefs before his admired Feru-
falem , withing that he bad wings like a Dove,

Ibdt he ?TZIgbt ﬂee awdy dﬂ(/ bé’ at Té’ﬂ. BUt how Pfal. 133.:.

good and how pleafant is it for Bretbren to dwell
ropether in Unity?2 To have all our vexatious

Paffions ftill and quict, and to be continually
B eXCrcl-
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excercifing unlimited Friendfhip and Love ? If we
were but once freed from all thofe Heats apd
Quarrels, that Strife and Envying, thofe unchriftian
Cenfures and Revilings, thofe¢ Fears and Jealou-
fies of onc another which are the fruits of our
Divifions, how much fewer would the Troubles
of Life be ? If the bitter Spiric and the odious
Names of Parties were laid .afide, and as we are
all one 1n Chriff Fefus, we were one in Name
‘and one 1n Affection, of one Heart and of one
Mind ; How quietly would all our Publick Affajrs
be managed ? With what Charity and Sincerity
fhould we entertain one another ® With what
-freedom and dearnefs fhould we converfe with
all about us ? ‘What mutual Refrefhment thould
‘we find in bearing one another’s Burdens, re-
lieving one another’s Wants, rejoycing with thern
that rejoyce, and partaking of the Enjoyments
of cach other as one Body and Members one of
another 2 How manmfeftly would the multiplying
the Objects of our Love, increafe and multiply
the Pleafures of our Life? When it was no
longer confined to a Party, but extended to the
‘whole Community, then we fhould never want
difpofition or occafron for the exercife of that,
which, every Man’s Senfe and Experience tells
him, 1s our moft delightful Affecion, that di-
vine Virtue which 1s' the Delight of God him-
felf, and the moft we know of the Happinefs
of Heaven. Then we might truly ay, The Jo:

£s




~ the Lord Mdyor_, &e.
e
is fallen unto us in a pleafant place, in a joyful
and happy Cuty.

Secondly, Unity is it felf the Honour and Safe-
ty of a City. It fhews the Inhabitants of 1t to
be Men of Wife, and Great, and Excellent Spi-
rits, that they both 4zow and follow the Things
which belong unto their Peace, and prefer the Pub-
lick Good before the narrow concern of a Pri-
vate Intereft : That they have fhaken oft thofe
Prejudices, and reftrained thofe partial AfteCtions,
and conquered thofe violent Paffions, and mor-
tified thofe thameful Lufls, which arc the Parents
of Strife and Contention: That they fcorn like
Children to contend for Trifiecs, for the grati-
fying a petty Humour, or the poficflion of
Things of little or no value : That they duly
regard their natural, and civil, and rcligious Ob-
ligationss that they behave themfelves one to-
wards another as becomes thofe, who partake of
the fame Human Nature, are Members of the
fame Body, and Profeflors of the fame Gofpel of
Peace, that is, as Men, Brethren and Chriftians
fhould do ! What a noble and exce¢llent Society
muft that be? how divine and amiable! how
like the Socicty of the blefled Spirits above!
where there is nothing but Harmony and Agree-
ment, and a mutual interchanging the Oflices
of Love, which is the Nature of God, the Life
of Angels, and the Glory gf the Saints 1n Ligl'nt":.;.?*f
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If this were our Cafe, how ready then would all
about us be to fay, Surely this great City is 4

wife and underflanding People, and deferves to be
a Praife in the Earth.

Unity 1s not only the Wifdom and Glory, but

1t 1s alfo the Safety of a City. ‘To be united is

to be whole and 1ntire, to be fafe from Fa&ions

and Divifions,. from inteftine Diflentions and

Quarrels, which are themfelves very heavy Ca-

lamities, and moft certain Caufes of the Ruin

#ar. 12. 25-and Diffolution of Societies.  Ewzery Kingdom dJi-

vided againft it [elf is brought to Defolation, and
every City or Houfe divided againft its [elf cannos
fland. This1s a Maxim grounded on great Rea-
fon, conftant Obfervation, long Experience, and
confirmed to us by the teftimony of our Blefled

Lord himfelf. J
7 bz"rdlj, Unity produceth thofe Effets, which
make a Cuity Great and Honourable, Safe and
Profperqus. For,

1. It highly conduceth to the good Govern-
ment of 1t, than which nothing can be a grea-
ter Honour and Security to it. Where its Offi-
cers and Magiflrates are :in the Choice of the
Community, in an united City, thofe will be
moft likely to be preferred, who are the Wifcft
and Beft Men, moft able and forward to ad-
vance, their commeon and undivided Intereft;, who

| arc




the Lord Mayor, &c.
T
are beft qualified to be the Minifters of God for good
‘o all : Whereas in a City divided againft its [elf,
the great Care will be to put all the Power 1nto
the Hands of fuch Men, who have the warmeft
7eal for the Intereft of a Party ; and whatever

‘heir IntelleGtuals or Morals be, That alone will
1o Motive to contend for their Ad-

vancement : And then, thofc who are thus advan-
ced muft be under very great Temptations to be

moft injuriouily partial 1n their Adminiftrations,

to opprels thofe who oppofed their Preferment;
and, to connve at and countenance the evil Arts.

.nd Practices of thofe by whofe Intereft or Sufira-
.es they were raifed. And 1n what a reproachful

and dangerous Condition muft “that Society be,
where Flattery and Oppreflion are the Methods of:

rs Government, and the Building of one Parc
on the Ruin of the other, 1s the great End of their.

Confultations ?

. Unity doth greatly tend to improve the
Wealth and Treafure of a City, which arc the
Nerves and Sinews of a Society, which give 1t great
Reputation and Strength, fupply 1t with all Things
neceffary for its Defence, make 1t a defirable
Friend and a formidable Enemy, and qualify it
for the moft fplendid Works of Charity and Mag:-
nificence. And that Unity doth greatly tend to
encreafe the Riches of a City, is very plain and

manifeft ; for, It redeems a great deal of Time to
‘ 1ts-
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its Inhabitants for the managing the Affairs of their
particular Callings, which, in a divided City, is
ufually fpent 10 Intrigues and Plots, in Quarrels
and Difputes, in undermining the Endeavours of
on¢ Party, and expenfive Confultations for carry
ing on and promoting the Intereft of another.
Unity 1n a City will make the Bufinefs and Labour
of the Members of it more eafy and pleafant to

them, excluding thofe Heats and Quarrels which
tirc and wafte their Spirits, difturb cheir Reft, and

impair the Health and Vigour of their Bodjes.
It promotes that Eafe and Quiet of Mind, which
makes them more fit for Thought and Contri-
vance, to confider and find out thofe Methods
of employing their Induftry, which are likely to
be moft gainful to them. It is alfo a great En-
Couragement to their Induftry, to have no Fears
or Jealoufies that the Fruit of their Labour fhould
be wrefted from them by the Tricks or Violence
of a ftronger Fa&ion; and to be well fatisfied

that they may enjoy all their Acquifitions with the
Love and Protection of all about them.

3. Unity will difpofe the Members of 2 Society
willingly to communicate of their Wealth, for the
carrying on thofe Methods of mutual Defence,
which Wifdom and Counfel dire&, and the Com-
mon Safcty requires. When they have no Mif
trufts or Jealoufics of thofe who are intrafted with
the Difpofal of it, when they have no Sulpicion

it
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the Lord Mayd}, &c.

it thould be made ufe of by a prevailing Party, to
opprefs or enflave them, but are perfuaded that
all the Honour and Power, which 1s gotten by the
well-managing of it, will be made ufe of for the
Security and Bencfit of the whole Body and all its
Members, which is likely to be the Cafe in 2 Ciiy
that is at Unity in its [elf ; then fome of the great-
et Obftructions to a willing communicating for
the Publick Service, will certainly be removed.
Thus we read Aéls 4. That when the multitude
that believed were of one heart, and of one foul, they
readily brought in all they had to the 4pofiles, the
Governours of the Church, to be difpofed of by
them according to the Neceflities of 1it. But where
there are Parties and Divifions, there will always
be fome who will murmur at the moft neceflary
Supplies ; fome, who, meerly through Prejudice
againft thofe Perfons by whofe Hands it 1s difpo-
fed, will complain of its being mifapplied, and
will afcribe the ill Succefs of any the beft advifed
Undertaking, to the Treachery, or Folly at leaft,
of thofe who were concerned in 1t. The mutual
Provocations which the contending Parties daily
receive at home, will divert or leflen their Zeal
in aflifting for their Defence againft a Common
Enemy at a diftance from them.

4+ Unity will make the Members of a Society
Vigorous and Valiant, whenever it is aflaulced
by Encmics without. The Courage of Mcn will
£Ck~
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certainly be quicken’d and mmprov'd, when they
have a mutual Love to, and Confidence in each
other- They will more chearfully ingage in any
the moft dangerous Enterprifes for the common
Good, which they are perfwaded all about them
wifh well to, heartuly pray for the Succels of,
and are rcady to aflift them 1n. When they have
no difcouraging Fears and Jealoufies and muftruit
of one another ; when there 1s no oppofite Party
to improve a Difappoinument or Defeat to their
Difgrace or Ruin, to envy or leflen the Glory of
their profperous Atchievements : When they are
{atisfied that their Fall will be a gencral Lamen-
tation, and their return with Succefs be welcom’d
with the Applaufe and Triumph of the whole
Society ; With what fpirit and courage will they
contend with che greateft Difhiculties 1n any pub-
lick Service they arc imploy’d 1n 2

Fourthly, Unity doth not only in 1ts own Na-
tute tend to the Safety, and Honour and Hap-
‘pinefs of a City , but it alfo greatly avails to the
procuring the favour and blefling of God vpon
1it. God who 1s the Author of Peace and lover of
Concord, even love 1t felf, cannot but delight in
the Profperity of a Cuty that is at Unity in it
felf; where there 1s fo much of Himfelf, fo plen-
tiful a Participation of his Divine Nature, and
fuch a Conformity to his Will in thofe Commands
of Love and Peace, which are fo frequently and

carneftly
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earneftly inculcated by him, Live iz Peace, faithz Cor. 13,
the Apoftle, and the God of love and peace [ball ™™
be with you. Oh! How bappy is the People who
are in [uch a cafe, who have the Lord , the Lord
‘of Hofts with them , the God of Facob for their
Refuge : who have fuch a particular Intereft
in his Almighty Power, and infinite Wifdom,
and immence Goodnefs, who have them all
ingaged in a fpecial Regard for them? We
have particular Promifes of Protection and Pro-
fperity made to that Virtue, which reftrains
our quarrclfom and dividing Paffions. - Bleffed Ma.s. 5.
are the Meek, faith our Blefled Lord, for zhey
fball inberit the Earth. God will beaurifie 1be Pl 149, 4
Meeb with Salvation. He will make them glo-
rious by the illuftrious Deliverances he will work
for them. But on the other Hand, there are
no Sins more highly provoking unto God, more
contrary to his Nature and Will, or more ex-
prefly threatned with his Wrath and Judgments,
thin Violence, Strife and Divifion. 7he City is Ezex. 7. 23
full of Violence, wherefore, faith God, I will bring 24-
the worft of the Heathen, and they [ball pcffefs
their Houfes. Thus alfo he declared concerning ‘
Edom, that he would zot turn away the Punifb-4m "
ment of bis Iranfgreffions , becaunfe thecy were Sins
of this Kind, Becazfe be did purfue bhis brother
with a Sword, and did caft off all Pity, and bis
Anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his Wrath
for ever. Spoiling and Violence are before me, f{aith Hab. 1. 3.6.
C the
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the Lord by his Prophet Habaklbut , and there are
that ftir up Strife and Contention , wherefore he
denounceth this Threatning againit them, Lo, T
will raife up the Chaldwans, that bitter and bafly
Nation, which fball march through the breadth of
the Land, and poffefs the Dweliing-places  that are
zot theirs.  Strife and Divifion, 1n a Socicty of
Chriftians, are fuch a Contradiction to their
Profeflion, fo contrary to the Ddfign and Tem-

per of their Religion, that even of themfelves

they muft highly provoke God's Difpleafure :
~And it we alfo confider, from what cvil Caufes

they proceed, and what a Train of wicked Pra-
ctices attend and follow them, there is hardly

any thing can give us greater reafon to fear.
that God fhould withdraw his Prore&ion and
Blefling from us. And thofe religious Perfor-
mances which he hath prefcribed to us, for the
appeafing his Wrath, diverting his judgments,
and bringing down his Blefling upon us. are
htde valued by him without Unity and Love.
If we would have God regard our Addreffes (o
him for his Favour and Protecion, when we

Mark 11.25- Pray we mzzﬂ forgz'zxe, we  muft /Iff wp /JOZ)’ band's
1 Tim. 2. 8.

Man, 5. 24, Without Wrath , and firf go and be reconciled 70
our Brethren before we come to his Altar. We

ta.58.4,5-may  proclaim a Faft , and call a folem Al enz-
bly, for imploring the Blefling of God LUPOIT US.
But 1if we continue our Strife and Debate. this
would not be 1he Faft which God hath chofen, ox

6272




the Lord Mayor, &c. - 13
A .
an acceptable Day unto the Lord. It would ra-
ther be iniquity evem [uch our folemn meeting.
For it is no better than Mockery and Hypo-
crify , to pretend to humble our fclves before
God in this manner, for thofe Sins whereby we
have provoked him, if we refolve to continue
and cherith thofe, which are moft provoking
to him, and the moft certain Evidence of a
proud, unhumbled Heart, as Wrath and Con-
tention are.

If now we refle&t upon what hath been faid,
furely we cannot but be convinced | that it is
of the higheft importance to a City to be at
Unity in its [elf ; that nothing 1s more necef-
fary or conducing to the Pleafure, the Honour,
the Safety and Happinefs of it.

It 1s with regard to God, who 1s the Lover
of Concord, to our holy Rehgion which is a
Law of Love, to the Charac&ter. we bear who
are Embafladors of Peace, and to the Welfare
and Happinefs of this our Ferufalem:, that I have
chofen to reprefent thefe Things to you, 1n
this your general Aflembly. And may  the Holy
Spirit of Love open your Hearts to receive
them, as becomes the Importance of them, both
upon the account of Duty and Intereft, and
infpire us all with that Wifdom from above which
is pure, peaceable, gentle and eafy to be intreated,

C 2 that
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that we may at length fee our Breaches heal-
ed, the Hecarts of Men united, and every con-
tending Party only at Strife who fhould con-
tribute moft to a general Reconciliation. Then,
Oh! that it might be from henceforth , then
our own Experiecnce would demonftrate to us
the Happine(s of a City, which is compall toge-~
ther, Or at unity with it felf.

It 15 of the Mercy of God, that we are not
paft all hopes of fo happy a State, that for
our walking fo contrary to him, to that forbears
ance and goodnefs which are the Glory of his
Divine Nature, and to that Gofpel of Peace which
1s the Revelation of his Will, he hath not wal-
ked contrary to wus in Fury ; and dealt as fevere-
ly with us all, as we have been but too much
clined to deal with one another. But, Blefled
be God, bis Ways are not as our Ways ; Not-
withftanding our many, and great, and conti-
nucd Provocations, he hath not yet been weary
' hath not yec fbut up bis low-
ing Rindnefs in difpleafure ; but. hath given us a

,- of ¢ kind and watchful Pro-
vidence over us, which hath fo often faved us

from our Enemies Abroad, and our Selves ac
Home.

When
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When he was pleafed to take unto himfelf

moft religious and gracious Queen,
not leave us as Sheep without a Shep-

berd, to be a prey umto the. teeth of thofe our -

¥nemics, who are continually watching an Op-

portunity to dcvour us: but gave a Quiet
* and peaceable Poflcflion of her Throne to her
Proteftant Succeffor, a Prince adorn’d with all
the Royal Virtues which are requifite to make
him the Support, the Delight and the Glory of
his Pcople.

By the univerfal Joy we have expreft upon -
his Arrival here, and the common Voice of all
our Addrefles to him, we fecem to be thus far
united, ziz. in our Hopes of living moft hap-
pily under his Government. God forbid, That
we fhould defeat our own Hopes, and the De- -
fign of his gracious Providence in our. prefent
“happy Scttlement, by continuing our Feuds

and Animofities, our unchriftian Quarrels and *
Divifions, which will make us an unbappy Pco-
ple under the beft of Governments, For where -
Envying. and - Strife are, there will be Confufion .
and every evil Work s all thofe evil Works where-
by contending Parties are wont to difturb the .
Pcace, to blat the Reputation, and to crofs the
Intereft of onc another. Deftrallion and Mifery -
will be in their Ways, where the. Ways of Peace -

are not Knowzn.
Methinks,
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Methinks, after fo long a time, we fhould be
tired with vexing and tormenting our fclves in
the Service ot our worft Paflions, and doing the
foul and rpainful Drudgery of Party-Strife and
Contenuion ;3 and be glad to fit down in Peace,
and tafte the Swects of mutual Love and Con-
cord, for our own fake, and for our Ferafalens’s
fake to unite, as much as poflibly we can, in
Judgment, Communion, and Affection.

But by what Means, fome will be ready to
fay, might this happy Union be accomplifhed:
I am fenfible 1t 1s much ecafier to give an An-
{fwer to this Enquiry, than to get 1t received
without Offence. However, 1t being a Matcer
wherein the Honour of God, the Intereft of Re-
ligion, and our Common Safcty and Happinefs
are fo very much concerned ; I fhall venture to
mention fome Things, which if duly complied
with, would go a great way towards the puc-
ting an End to our unhappy Feuds and Diffen-
tions, and to bring us to Peace and good Agree-
ment with one another. +

Firft, Let every Man fet himfelf to beat down

Prov.28.25- the Pride of his Heart: For, He that s of a
13.10. proud heart flirreth up firife 5 and, Only from Pride,
{aith Solomon, cometh Contention. This 1s the Seed

from whence 1t fprings; and by this 1t 1s nou-
tithed
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vithed and augmented. This kindles and main-
rains the Flame, and defeats all the Acttempts
which are made for the extinguithing of 1t. It
'« Pride which makes Men obftinate and perti-
nacious in their different Opinions and Practi-
ces. even when they have little to fay in Defence
of them, but that they are theirs; and fondly to
imagine that 1t 1s an infufferable Affront not to
(ubmit to their Wifdom and Judgment, or to
the Authority of their Example. It will make
Men chufe rather to fall than to condefcend, and
to pals over the fairelt Opportunitics and Terms
of Peace and Reconciliation, if they muft bow
or ftoop to take them up. It 1s Pride which
keeps Men from becing won by Obligations,
making them think that all the Favour - that
can be fhewgd them, IS no more than whac
is due to their Merits. This makes fome un-
willing to yield, and others to comply, for
fear they fhould be thought, on the onc Side
to have prefcribed, and the other to have fc-
perated without a Caufe. Hence it 1s that Mcen
are fo unwilling to retract an Opmion they
have embraced, and to joyn 1n thofc Practices
they have formerly cenfured and condecmned,
becaufe their proud hearts cannct bear . that i1c
fhould be thought, that they were overcome
or miftaken. It is this over-valuing Conceit of
their own Worth, which often fires the Minds
of Men with Wrath and Revenge ;s when they
mifs,

+7
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mifs, or lofe a Preferment they have fet thenr
‘Hearts upon. It makes them apt to refent all
fuch Difappointments of their Ambition, as an
intolerable Injury done to their 1magined great
Deferts. It is ealy therefore for any Man to dif-
cern, how much the extirpating this Vice of Pride,
and planting in our Hearts the contrary Virtue of
Humility, would avail towards the Uniting of us.
And is there any thing more reafonable and ne-
ceffary chan this, more becoming the Ignorances
and Infirmitics of Human Nature, the Genius of
Chriftianity, and the Example of our Lord, who
was meek and lowly in beart, who camec down from
‘Heaven and bumbled bimfelf to make Peace, who
condefcends to fend his Ambafladors to befeech his
rebellious Creaturcs, and to pray them in bis flead
to be reconciled to bim?2 Were but the fame mind
in us which was in Chrift Fefus; Were we but as
ready to condefcend for the fake of Peace as
‘he was, and we have infinitely more reafon to
be ; were we but as ignorant and weak, as fub-
je¢t to Error and Folly 1n our own Eyes as 1n-
deed we all are, we fhould be ready to offer and
comply with any reafonable Terms of Reconci-

liation.

Secondly, A mutual and hearty Forgivenefs ot
all paft Provocations, as far as Is confiftent with
Tuftice and the common Safety, 1s very Necel-

fary, and would very much conduce, to make
us
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us at Peace and at Unity amongft our Sclves.
Our differences of Opinion and Practice are not
{o very great, but that we might hope for Unity
and Reconciliation, if we would but unanimou{ly
Agrec to bury all the real or fuppofed Injuries
one Party hath done to another. For 1t is often-
rimes not fo much, the Matter of the prefent
Difference which keeps up the Quarrel, as fome
paft offence it rencws the Senfe and Memory
of. And it is a common Thing, when Men are
perfwaded to be at reace with one another, not
to ftick fo much, at the propofed terms of Re-
conciliation, as at the P_rovocations of the Per-

who are Enemies unto Xe¢ace, of whom we have
had but too many of all Sorts, have been al-
ways induftrious to farnifh the World with frefh
Hiftories of the Faults of each other, fuch as
Time alone would otherwifec have buried 1n Ob-
livion. And when they cannot juftify the caufe
of their Quarrels and Divifions, the old Stories
are brought up to juftify therr Refentments;
and by this means, their Paflions are more
nd more inflamed, and the ftill Voice of Peace
is drown'd by the loud Noife and Clamour of
them. If therefore all Sorts would agree to
cancel all former Provocations, and ncver morc
to bring them to Account, but hearuly to for-
give all that 1s paft, wc (hould be in a hope-
ful Way to Pcace and Unity. And tll we do

D this
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this, what loud Pretences foever we make to
Concern and Zcal for Religion, we have cer-
tainly no Right to the Bleflings and Rewards of
Mat. 6. 15. 16 If ye forgive mot Men their Trefpaffes, faith
our Blefled Saviour, meither will your heavenly
Father forgive your Trefpajfes. This he was f{o
cencerned to maintain 1n us a conftant Senfe of,
that he hath taught us to pray dailly to be

torgiven our Irefpajfes as we forgive them that
trefpafs againft us.

I have snot Time to mention more Particu-
lars : Let us but fudy to be Quiet, and as much
as lieth 1n us, to live peaceably with all Men, and
we fhould eafily find out the moft proper Me-
thods of reconciling all our Differences; or at
leaft, if we could not in all Things be of one
Mind, we fhould love as Brethren, and be joined
together 1n Heart and Affection.

Let us every one pray heartily for the Peace
of Ferufale, and do all that is proper for us in
our feveral Places to promote it. Let us put on
Humblenefs of Mind, Meeknefs, Long-[fuffering, for-
bearing and forgiving one another, and hearuly
endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the
Bond of Peace; And then we may reafonably hope
that God, who 1s the Author of Peace and Lover
of Concord, will be ready to hear thefec our Pray-

¢rs, and to aflit thefe our Endeavours, which
| mufit
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muft neceds be pleafing and acceprable to him ;
and we need not defpair but that we may at

length fee our Zerufalem a City at Unity in it
felf. to the Glory of God and our own unfpeak-

able Happinefs. Which God of his infinite Good-
nefs grant for his Mercies fake in Chrft Jefus.
HAmen. |




