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PilkingtonMayor |

Fovis xvil™ die Septembris. 1691. Annogque
Regm Regis ¢ Regins’ Willielmi &r Ma-
rie Anglie, . Tertio..

Hefe arc to defire Mr. Lilly Butler to

Print: his Sermon, preached yefter..

day inthe Parifh-Church of §t. Mary Le
Bow, before the Lord Mayor, Aldermen,
and Liveries of the fcvcral Companies of
this City. e

Goodfellow.

SERMON

Prcached at

St Mary-le- %nm,

Bcfore the

Lord Mayor,

COURT of ALDERMEN;,
AND

CITIZENS of LONDO N,

On Wednefday, the 16™ of Scptember,

a day appointed by their Majefties
for a folemn Monthly Faft.

By Lilly Butler Rector of Bubbingworth in
) T Effex.

LONDON, |
rvinted for R. Baldwin, near the Oxford.Arms in War-
wick-lane. M DC XCI.




To the Right Hoﬁﬁllrablc
S*'Tho Pilkington,

Lord Mayor of the City of London,

AND THE

COURT of ALDERMEN.

My Lotd, .

Know not any thing conld move you to re-
quire the Printing this plain Sermon, but

a great aff eétion to the defignof it : Which

I pray God increafe in you all, aud make you
| fignally infirumental in promating that Refor-
| mation,wherein the [afety and happinefs y
our Country is fo highly concerned.  And if the
publifbing of this dyfcourfe may confer but any
A 3 little




litte matter towards it, Whatever other de:

fetls may be found in i (efpecially after fo
kind and favourable an acceptance from yoﬁ)
will nor tuch concern ;

My Lord,

Tour moft Eumble and

Obedient Servant,

Lo' Buﬂ&l’.

[r]

Ifaiah LVIL 21

There is no peace, faith my God, to the
- wicked: |

Chapter, upbsaideth the Fews with- their
abominable wickednefs and Idolatry ; for

which they were fhortly tobe made Capuves in a.
firange land.  From whence, hetelleth. them, they
fhould in vain expect tobe delivered, by the Na-
tions whofe Gods they worfhipped, and with
whofe wickednefs they had complied. V. 13. When
show crieft let thy companions deliver thee : but the
wind [ball carry them all away.s vanily Jhall take.
shem. Neverthelefs, if they fhould at length' de-
shink themfelves, in the land. whither they were carrie
ed captive, heartily bewail their fins, and turn un-
to the Lord, they fhould again fec Ferufalem i
profperity, and peace upon Ifrael. But he that-
putteth bis truft in me, faith God, Jball poffefs the
land, and [ball inberit my holy mountain.  All things.
fhall be made. ready for a happy return.. V. Cu}t .
. i

THc Prophet towards the beginning of this
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Caftye up, caft ye up, rake up the Aumbling
ous of the way of my people. The bigg andlo‘)g‘t}?'lg;f
will vevive the bumble and contrite Spirits v, 1%
For 1 n?zll not contend for ever, faith the Lord 3/
16" neither will I'be always wroth.  For the iniqusty
of his covetoufnefs was 1 wroth, and [mote bin g /Jiz’
me and was wroth s I have feen his ways, ». ,1~8~ T
have feen them ac length corrected and’refotmed
therefore 1 will heal him 5 I will lead bim alfo and
reflore comforts to him, and 10 bis mourners. "The;
mouths fhall be filled with Praife and Thank( ixl/r
ing, for the reftoration of thieir peace. 1 'creategtbe;
Fruit of she Lips; Peace, Peace 1o him that is far
oﬂ., and to bim that is near, [aith the Lord, ‘and 1
will heal him. But if upon their retarn out of
Captivity, they fhould forget their ‘Redeemer
and return to their former wickednefs ; their
‘chlCC and Profperity would foon be. difturbed a-
gain,  For' faith the Prophet,. the wicked are like
the troubled a, when it camor reft, which he
explaineth in the words of the Text.and confirm.
/Cth with the Teftimony of his God that fent him ..
there is no peace, [aith my God, to the wicked, 5
By the wicked in this place, we are chicfly to
undsrﬁand.. 2 wicked Nauon or People] as ap-
[fcatcth plainly by ‘the account 1 haye givc,n of tl}])c
L(?I_ll'&_i.\'t. And by peace, Profperity’ and Happj.
acks i general 5 according to the common ufe I:)f

the

£31
ufe of the word peace 'in the old. Teftarhent. ~ The
meaning of the words then may be exprefled in
in this plain Propofition.  That prevailing wick-
ednefs is moft certainly deftructive of the profperi.
ty and happinefs of a People. In difcourfing upon
which, Ifhall endeavour to do thefe Four things.

Firft, To clear and manifett the truth of this
propofition,

Secondly, To fhew that we of this Nation, are
very much concerned in the Truth of it, and that
it prophefieth evil concerning ws. -

Thirdly, To fhew -what is to be done by us,
in order to the preventing this evil. And .

Fourthly, By fome' propet motives and argu.
to perfivade every onetodohisown partin it -

Firft, I fhall endeavour to clear and manifeft
the Truth of ‘this propofition: That prevaling
wickednefs is moft certainly deftruétive of the
profperity and happinefs of a people,  This ‘will
be fufficiently manifeft by the confideration of thefe
following things.

Firft, The abounding of iniquity is it felf the
the great unhappine§s of a People. So long asa
Nation is diftempered with vice, the head fick, and
she beart faint, full of wounds, and bruifes, and pu-
trifying Jores, as the Prophet defcribeth a People
lader with iniquity , no outward Priviledges or

Advantages can make it bappy. If God fhould
B give
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gitve us pread and: flfb from Fleaven, and be alyays
working miracles for us, a murmuring and dif-
contented Spirit would fhll make us miferable. The
bondage of Agypt, and a deliverance from it,
would be cqually gricvous and uncafy to it. Ty
ranny and - Oppreflion, Sedition and Rebellion,
Schifim and Fation, are the namesof great Judg-
ments, aswell as of great Sins. Senfuality trans-
formeth .Men into the likenefs of Beafts, and has
tred and malice of Devils: and what a wretched
Society muft fuch people make? Can a People be
happy, ‘where -they arc continually envying and
vexing, cheating and defrauding, cenfuring and
teviling, ftriving and . quarrelling with .eng ano-
ther,, where.judgment is turved away backward, and
juftice flandeth afar off, where truth is. fallen in the
fireet, and equity cannot enter 2 Is potthjs the chay
racter of a very unhappy, as well as of.a very
wicked People * We can hardly mention any fin,
but the common and conftant practice of 1t, isnot
only likely to procure, but is it &lf a great Judg:
mient upen-a Nation, It is therefore mientioned
as a_heavy curfc upon Ifrael, I’f 81,12, thatGod
gave them up to. their own hearts luftsy and they
walked in their own counfels. Ob that 1 bad in the
wildernefs, faith the Propher Feremiab, a lodging
Place of wayfaring men, that I might leave my people
and go from.them : for they be all adulterers, an af-
- Jembly

1N
[s1
Jembly of treacherons *men. Jer. 9 2. Dawid alfo
maketh the fame with, Pf g5 when he aw vior
lence and firife in the City, deceit and guileiin' ber
fireets:. The defolation and bartennefs of 4 wilder-
nefs were a_defirable refuge,from the greater ca-
lamities of thefe fins, - .~ . T
. Secondly, - Sint doth farthei ténd t0- make a' Na-
tion unhappy; by: the “natural’: feaits atid-confe
frences of it Isitnot.vice and paffion that break
the bands of love and concord, the moft: meceffiry
prefecvatives: of :publick happinefs ? - Frows whenie
come. wars and fightings: among you 2 - come they -not
hence'y .of your luftsthut-war “in your members P
Fam 4 v Itis our Saviours ownoblérvation'; That
@ Kingdom divided againft i felf cannot fland, And
from whence..is it; that a Church or Kingdom is
«divided into Sects and Fattions, that ‘fome arc of
Paul; and fome of Apolles 5 is it not'becaufe they
arecarnal? Are not combuftions of States and
Kingdoms, and all unhapppy broils, the natural
fruies of pride and ambition?: He that i of o proud
hears flirreth up. firife, and Only By- pride, -faith So-
lomon, cometh contention: Prov. 28 2513 10.'Is
it not natural for proud and ambitious fpirits to
do allthey can to unfettle that Government, which
derh not advance them according to'their opihion
of their own' merits; ‘and to try by tepeated
changes and revolutions, to raife themflves to
: Bz their
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their affeceed greatnes 2 The Jove of money is the

root of all evil, from:whence thofe evil practifes do
paturally fpring, which are continually. difturbing
the world, waitingand fpoiling, confounding and
ruining, the. Nations of it : Idlenefs- and. Luxury
impoverifha Nation, and make it unable to bear
the charge of its own defence: Senfuality impair.
eth the underftanding, and enfecbleth the fpirits of
men, and maketh them unfic for counfel or aéti
on 5 it taketh them off. from-all concern..for the
cemmon, good, and from allother care, but for
their own cafe and. pleafure ; and maketh them
unwilling ta part.with any, for the Publick fafety,

for fear they fhould wane. it to confume upon their

lufls: Irreligion.and Prophanefs diffolve the firong-
eft obligation, which 1s that of Confcience, faith

‘fully to.obferve thofe Laws, upon which all So- .

cicties are founded and. fubfit. - And. if the Com.
munity fuffer, through the rafhnefs or negligence,

the unfaithfulnes or treachery, of riotous, and

lewd, and. Athciftical men, intrufted to. manage
the affairs of.it ; no one can think. any ftrange
thing hath happened. It would be very eafy to
thew, of all particular fins and vices, that they
have a.very ill influence upon Societies, and do

facurally cend to the great damage and diffolution .

on them, = Certainly then the condition of a wick-
ed people. muft ngeds be moft defperate, when they
' have

(7]
have nothing ¢lfe to fecure them from Mifery and
Deftruction, but an extraordinary interpofal of
thic- Divine power and providence. For can we
imagine that God will always work miracles on
the behalf of his enemies ? and alter the natural
tendency of things, meerly that the wicked may
go unpunithed ? Will he ftill refufe to avenge him-
felf, when nothing more fhallbe required towards
it, bue to ftand ftill and fuffer wickednefs to over-
throw the finner 2 On the contrary
Thirdly, Wehave abundant reafon to conclude,
that the providence of God will farther promote
the unhappinefs of a wicked people, and manifeft
it. felf in fevere and fignal judgments upon then.
For
Firk, The Honout of God s very. much con-
cerned in it.  'When a People have genegally cor-
rupted their ways; when they thatcan lgard}y a-
gree inany thing clfe, can yet unanimoufly con-
fpire, tobreak the Laws, and dare the Power and
Juftice of God;; if he fhould flill keep filence, if fuch
publick affronts, fuch combinations of Sinners do
not move him to. the execution of judgment upon
them : Men will be ready to conclude with thofe
Zeph. 1. 12. That .God doth neither good nor evil.
He is therefore .concerned for the honour of his
providence, to . convince the world, that he.is a -
God that judgeth.inthe. Earth, and govermeth the -
Naticns.
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Nations of it, to arife and wifit for thefe things, and
to avenge himfelf on fuch a Nation as this, Upon
occafion of fuch high and notorious provocations,
fuch a general defedion from God, even good
men are ready to expoftulate with him, in the
Language of Fehofaphat and David 5 0 our God wil
thou not judge them? How long [ball the wicked,

bow long fhall the wicked triumph 2 "And then, if

ever, it fcemeth neceflary, for the God to whom
wengeance belongeth to fhew himfelf, and to make

“his power and juftice known, by the judgmenits that
be executeth. Thefc National judgments, are fuch

publick manifeftations of the Providence and Juftice

-of God, as all the Neighbouring Counties can-

not but obferve ; they are warningsand examples
toall the World, teaching allmen to fear, proclaim-
ing the name of God to all the ends of the carth,
and caufing it to be faid among the Nations, the
Lord reignerh. And therefore there isabundant rea-
fon to expect them from aGod that is fohighly
concerned for the honour of his great name. .
Secondly, God hath exprefly declared, that his

“'Providence fhall interpofe in promoting the happi-

nefs or mifery of a People, according to their do-

~ings : Tha this isthe courfe, he is refolved to take

~with the Nauons of the earth, 20 puil down, or 10

"+ build wp, according asthey perfiftin, or turn from

Y

_their evil ways, - Jer 18. 7, 8,9, 10 At what in-

Slant

(o]

fant 1 /badl [peak concerning a Nation, and concern.
ing a lingdom, 10 pluck up, and to pull down, and to
deflroy it: If that Nation againft whom 1 bave pro-
nounced, turn from their evil : Iwill repent of the
evil I thought to dounto them.  And at what inflanz,
1 fball fpeak, concerning a Nation, and concerning a
Hingdom, to build and to plant is : If it doevil in my
[ight, that it obey not my woice, then will 1 repent of
the good, wherewith I faid 1 would benefit them. The
Lord hath a controverly with the Nations: Hewill
plead with all flefb, be will give them thar are wicked
20 the fword, [aith the Lorj jer. 25,31, And ac-.
cordingly we find
Thirdly, That the Providence of God hath al-
ways interpofed in this manner, that in all ageshig
judgments have followed the prevailing wicked.-
nefs of a Church or Nation,  When God faw that
the wickednefs of man was great, and that all Slefb
had corrupted bis way upon the earth, he fent an
overwhelming deluge, to cleanfe it of it corrupt
inhabitants. * And by fire and brimflone from beaven,
confumed the proud “and lutful Citics of Sodons
and Gomorrha, What a fucceffion of dreadfug
plagues, did God fend on the opprefling Egypti.
ans ? And what terrible deftruction was made of
the Amorites, and all the Kingdoms of Canaan, when
at length their iniquities were become full 2 And all
along the Old Teftament, we find the judgments

of
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of God, Famine or Peftilence, Captivity or the
Sword, continually following the growing wick-
ednefs of his Pcople Ifrael.  And when at length
they had killed the Propiets, and floned them that
were fent unto them ; when they would not hearken
to the gracious invitations of the“Blefled Jefus, and
the Son of God himfelf could not perfwade them to
repent, the Lord brought their greateft fears upon
them 5 7he Romans came and took away their place and
und Nation. And when the conquering Romans
themfelves, had laid afide that temperance and
juttice, by which they had been raifed ; and to

their other abominable fins had fuperadded their:

Blafphemics againft God, and moft barbarous vio-
lence and cruclty to his people, erecting pillars to
their Emperors, as ‘Trophies of their abolifhing
Chriftianity : Then did the Providence of Gad ma-
nifett it felf in many fevere and fignal judgments
upon them. In the reign of one Emperor; there
was in Rome a moft raging Famine ; a Plague, of
which, we are told, there dyed in that' City 2000 a
day: Great multitudes were flain in aSedition; and
a great part of the wealth of the City was confu-
med by Fire from Heaven. And befides thefe un.
der Commodus, there were many of the like Judg.
ments under their followingEmperors until Conffan-
fine.  And when the Chriftian Empetor at length
fell into all manner of Vice and Wickednefs, the

: Gotbhs

Crr ]

Goths and Vandals, and other rude and barbarous
Nations, were let loofe upon it, and fuddenly
made moft terrible havock and deftrucion of it
But wc need not fearch into Ancient, or Forcign
Chronicles, for inftances of the wrath of God pu-
nifbing the fins of a provoking people. For if a
long and bloody War among? our felves, and all
the woful effects of it 5 a wafting and devouring
Plague, and moft dreadful and confuming Fircs,
may be reckoned as publick Judgments; the fins
of this Age and Nation have not alcogether gone
unpunithed.  This then hath manifeflly been che
conftant courfe of Gods providence, to fhowre
down his Judgments on a finful people. And
that we mav rationally conclude from hence, thac
it will be fothll, will appear, if we confider thefe
two things.

Firft, That God is the fame Wife, and Juft, and
Holy God, and Governowr of the world that ever
he was. He s the Lord that changes not 5 and bis
Dominion endureth throughout all Generations. Are
not his ways (hll equal 2 Will not the Fudge of all the
world ull do right 2 Is not his hatred of {inas greac
as ever ?.and his inclination to punith it} Doth he
repent of his paft feverity, orfind caufe to correét
the wonted method of his providence ? Doth not
the Lord ftill fee, or hath he forfaken the earth: If:
God be {tll the Governour among the Nations; ll.f'_

- C s
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his providence be il directed by-the fime wifs

dom,. and holinefs, and juttice, we may fafely,

conclude, that his dealing with finful nations, as

to the fubftance of it, will be the fame too ? that

becaufe he hath not, therefore he will not, finally:

acquit a wicked and impenitent people 5 But foon-
er or later, as he hath always done, will vifit their
iniquities with Rods, and their fins with Scourges.
Secondly, The Spirit of God in Scripture doth
ufe this very way of arguing from former exams
ples of Gods judgments. Jer. 25. 29. God doth thus
reafon with the Nations.  He relleth them, they fhal,

drink the cup of his Fury: For, faith he, Lo, I je--

gin 10 bring evil on the Citywhich is called by my name,

and [kould ye be utterly unpunifbed? Do 1 punifh them-

for their iniquities, and fhall I not punifh you for
yours 2 ye fball not be unpunifbed 5 for 1 will call
jor @ Sword upon_all the inbabitants” of the earth
faith the Lord of hofts. After the fame manner
doth St. Peter argue, 2 Pet. 2. 5. and the follow-
ing verfes. If God fpared not the old world, bring-
ing in-the flood upon the world of the ungodly ; And

turned the Cities of Sodom and Gemorrha into afbes, .
he inferreth, That the Lord fill kneweth how, that.

is, is ftill able and ready, o referve the unjuft unto
the. day of judgment to be punifbed; «inss e iwigar usiscas
raralasbes i, that 15, To referve the unjuft being:

punijled here, in fome fuch remarkable” manner,.

as

BINGRNS™5 = Sr A
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as the Old World, Sodom and Gomorrha wete, uh-
to the day of Judgment, when they fhall receive

their eternal doom and recompence,  St. ‘Paad in
the 11th to the Romans, theweth the danger the
Gentile Chriftians were in, from Gods feverity on
the unbelieving Fews. Becaufe of unbelief they were
broken off 5 be not bigh-minded but fear.  For if God
fpared not the natural branches, take heed lefl he af-
fo fpare not thee. Rom. 11. 20, 21. He telleth us
alfo plainly, 1 Cor.10.11. That the judgments
which God fent upon the Jews in the Wildernefs,
bappened unto them for examples, and are written
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world
are come. ‘To teach all Nations, tothe end of the
world, to expect the like Judgments if they are
finners like them. If the cafe then of a finful
people be thus defperate, if prevailing wickednefs
will thus certainly make them unhappy ; not only
by it flf, and the fruits that nacurally fpring from
i, bue alfo by provoking the wrath ana pulling
down: the judgments ofGod upon them;Doth it not
greatly behove us in ume to look about us, and
to fee whether the clouds -be not gathering, and
the wrath of God ready to fall in mof} horrible
tempefts upon us # 1come therefore '
Secondly, To fhew, That we of ‘this Nation
are very -much concerned, in the wuth of the
Propofition I'have been now proving; and thatic
: : i Z pro-
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prophefieth evil concerning us, This will be fuffici-
ently manifelt, if we do but fearch and 1ry our
ways, and impartially confider what great finners
we are. A mediration very proper and feafonable
at this time, nowthat weare met together ro call
our Jins to remembrance, and to humble our felyes
for them.  Give me leave therefore, to fer fome
of them i order before you, and briefly to reprefent
the finful flate and condition of this our Nation.
And'here I am enering upon a fibjct, will af-
fordus cqual matter, both of wonder and of grief;
of wonder, that there thould be fich and fo much
wickednes practifed, where fo pure and holy a
Religion is profefled 5 and of guief too, that we
fhould be thefe Offenders, and Englands fins the
matter of our aftonithment. It a man thould bare-
Iy contemplate the purity of our Religion,; and
the great fir we make about 1, with what heat
and zcal we contend about fome lictle mateers re-
Liting toit, he might with reafon cnough con-
clude, that we were the moft religious and holy
people upon carth : Burif he come once abroad,
and look but with half an eye upon the lives and
common practices of men among(t us, he would
foon find he was miftaken in hig conclufion, and.

that the moft zealous pretendlers to the moft pure -

and holy Religion, may be as corrupt and wicked;
as thofe that have no true knowledge of God in their
' Land.

[15]
Land.  Are not Athcifin and Infidelity openly a-
vowed by our. Heroick Sinners, and fome pretend-
ed Refiners of Wit and Reafon amongft us 2 Who,
if they will allow him to be a Fool that faith in bis
beart there is no God, it is becaufe he faith it only
in his beart, and declarcth it not with them in
more publick and daring expreffions. And a-
mongft thofc that profefs 20 Anow God, hgw many
in works deny bim, being abominable, and difobedient,
and 10 every good work reprobate? Blafphemies, Oaths,
and Curfes feem to.be affected, as the greateft
Ornaments of Speech s in which men are as Joud,
as Baals Pricfts were in their Prayers, and repeat
them as often too, as if like them they were afraid
left God fLould not heat 5 left judgment fbould frep,
or their damnation flumber. How many fuch wal-
kers have we of whom St Paul could not fpeak
without weeping; whofe God is  1heir betly, whofe
glory is in their fhamewho inordinatcly wind earthly
'things ?. Rioting and Drunkennefs, Chambering and
Wantonnefs, are fuch general and pubhck vices, that
they can hardly now be called the z?ar/Q:s of dark-
zefs 5 not that they better become the light now
than formerly, but thofe that comimit them are

lefs afraid of it : Fraud and cozening, lying and

njuftice, are the common methods of purfuing
the profits of this world ;and hardly (ver any age
was better skilled, or more practifed, in the fevei

- ra
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ral arts of cheating and over-reaching one another.
Where is that undiffembled and hearty-love, which
our Lord hath made the principal:badge and
cognizance of his Difciples ? How are we cftrang-
cd and divided from onc another-? And how
jealous of all attempts for the uniting and recon-
‘ciling of us # How uncharitable arc we in our
cenfures, how bitter in our revilings, how merci-
Yefs and revengeful in our behaviour one towards
another 2 How is every thing that is Sacred pro-
phaned by us ? How greatand fcandalous are our
neglects, how irreverent and =hypocr1;1€al our
performances of the duties of Gods worfhip? How
full of iniquity our moft holy things ? [ have.net
time to be .more particular 5 we are thus, and
‘much more {inful, after all the various methaods
of hcaven to reformus.  What could God have dine
more to bis Vineyard, that he bath not done in it ¥
‘We have had line upon line, and precept upon pre-
cepr? the brighteft difcoveries of our dutv. and
moft frequent and carneit invitations to perform
it: But all this while.God hath firezched forth his
‘bhands to a difobedient and gainfaying people. God
hath placed us ina fiuitfuland pleafant Land, ,an;i
given us all things richly 10 enjo..  We have had
peace within our ¥i'alls, no.leading into Captivity, no
jut complaining in our fireets ; but -have hved in
cafe and quiet, -whillt almoft every corner v(:]f dig
' or

[17] ~
World befide; hath:been filled with violence, and.
raping, and' blood: How many, and how won-
derful have our deliverances been, from the fecret
confpiracies and the. open violence of our Romifh
Adverfaries? Yea what Nation is theve that bath bad
God [> nighunto them, for all we could call upon him
for2 But.fo prodigious hath been our Ingratitude,
that we have fruftrated'the defign of all this good-
nefs which fhould: have led us to repentance, and
the ftrongeft Cord's of the divine Loze have been too
weak to draw us- to our God ; as if we had re-
folved to outdo  thie miracles of his mercy, by
a more mitaculous Ingratitude.  Thus have
we requited the Lerd, O foolifb people and unwife !
God hath fometimes ufed feverer methods with
us, and fent bis judgments- into owr land, thac
from thence the inbabitants might learn- righteouf-
nefs. But we. have multiplied our tranfgicfions
whilt his Rod hath been upon our backs, and iz
the time of our diftrefs have finned yet more againfi
him:. - God hath.{lricken us, but we have revolted
more and more, and have come out of the fire
but more hardned and more unmalleable,  If all
this chenbe a. true, though not a full account of
our wicked ftate, as I would to God it were pof-
{ible toprove the contrary, certamnly put all toge-
ther, and it will. make up the characer of a mott -
Prodigioufly wicked, "ungratcful and incorrigible
People.
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People. What abundant reafon then have we to
conclude, notwithtanding all the great things God
hath lately done for s, and the moft hopeful ap-
pearances we now have, that for all this his anger
is not twrned away from us, but his hand is firerched
out flill 5 and that cr’c long, if we take not due
and tmecly carc to prevent it, we may to our ute
wr confufion, expericnce what a fearfulthing it is
to f U into the bands of the living God. Mcthinks
now the cenfideration of that fad and terrible a-
bode our fins do make, that fearful locking for of
judgment and fiery indignation to devour us, they
fo juflly call for, (hould prick us all to the beart,
and make usready to cry out with St. Peter’s hear-
crs, Alls. 2. Men and Brethren what [Vall we Jy 2
What fball we do to be faved from thefe Calannics,
t0 fly from this Wrath to come * If this now be the
Frame and Language of our “ouls, then are we
rightly difpofed, as they were, to hear our duty 4
and I would 10 God it ‘might be with as good
fuccefs. - And thus I come to the nexe thing I am
to do, which 15 '

Thirdly, To hew what is to be done by us
for the preventing that evil our fins threatens us
with.

Firtt, Weihould humble our felves before God,
and figh end ery for the abominations are done inthe
midft of us. But Oh ! what fighs, what forrow,
can
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-can be great or loud enough for us 2 For us, who

are not only to bewail the fins of fome few parti-
cular perfons, but of a whole Jend that lieth in

wickednefs 5 not only fome of the loweft rank, but

the ‘highct and moft provoking abominations 2
Certainly never any had greater reafon than we

‘haveé ar this dav, to break out into that paffionate

with of the Prophet Feremiab, Oh that our beads
were waters, and our eyes fountains of tears, that we
might weep day and night: Becaufe of the wickednefs we
have committed to provoke the Lord to anger. Did our
Bleffed Lord weep over Ferufalem, that ungrateful
City, when he confidered the greatnefs of her fins,
and the nearnefs of her deftru@tion; though he
was himfelf without fin, and no wavs acceffary to
the provoking that wrath was coming upon them?
And can we look with dey eyes. and unaffected
hearts, on thofe numerous tranfgreflions we have
all a fhare in, on thofe future judgments we have
fo much reafon to fear, and thebeft of us all have
helped to deferve ? God forbid we fhould be thus
qnfenfible ! O let us in'time, we pretend to do it ac
this time, humble ‘onr felves and God will exalt us
Let us mourn and God will comfort us ; He will give us
beauty for ajtes, the oyl of joy for mourning. and the
garment of praife for the [pirit of heavinefs 5 Lct us
offer unto God the: Sacrifices of bioken and contrire
bearts, and the High and lofty Ose will dwell with
D

us,
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us,revive and comfors ussLet us turn to him with weep-
ing and fafling and mourning.and even rent our bearts
before him 5 for then, faith the Prophet Foel, Chap. 2.
TheLord will be jealous for bis people,a nd pity bis land,

Secondly, To our forrow and humiliation let
us joyn our prayers, implorehis pardon, and de-
precate the wrath of God. Let us take with us
words, and turn to the Lord, and fay ungo him,
Take away all our iniquitics and receive us graci-
oufly 5 Let us befeech hum with all that affection
and importunity, which becometh the impor-
tance of the fuit, not to remember our offences, notto
take wengeance of our fins, but to fpare hus people
whom he bath redeemed. Hearty and fervent Prayer
hath a mighty prevailing power with God ; The
greateft bleflings are promifed toit, and the hard-
cft things have been effected by it: It hath.open.
ed and fhue the windows of heaven, and reftored
departed fouls to their forfaken bodies : It defeat-
ed the malice of Haman, the wifdom and counfel of
Achitophel, and puc o flight anarmy of a thoufand
thoufand Ethiopians: It hath prevailed with God to
revoke the judgments he hath denounced, andio
deliver his people after he had declared he would
deliver them no more, How then fhould -this en.
courage us to lft up our hearts with .our hands o
God in the heavens ; to embrace all opporuunities
of pouring out our fupplications beforchim, both

n.
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in our clofets, and our houfes of prayer? 'To pray
without ceafing, with the utmoft vigour of our af-
fetions 5 To cry mightily unto God, to wreftde and
not .give over, till with Facob we have prevailed,

prevailed with God and obtained his bleffing 2
Thirdly, We muft add the reformation and
amendment of our lives. Otherwife our Humilie,
ation will be mockery, and our Prayer fin. Our
fins are the Achans, the troublers of Ifraely and wexe
but thefe accurfed things put away from amongft us,
we might then be confident, that Ged would be
appeafedand the Nation flourith. It is s0 the wick-
ed only that God [aith there is no peace. But the
work of righteoufnefs, is peace, and the effelt of
Righteoufnefs , quietne[s and affurance for ever.
O then that we would all know, that in this our day
we: wonld know the things that belong unto our peace :
That every one of us would bid an eternal farewel
to his fins, in that paffionate ftile of returning &-
phraims What have we to do any move with you?
Hence ye difturbers of our peace, y¢ provokers of
our God, and moft treacherous underminers of the
fafety and. happinefs, both of Church and State.
Let us then refolve, and if we do it not we have
but: difembled with God in eur approaches this
day, Letus. refolve henceforward to ingage with
all our might, in bridbing our paffions, in curbing
our appetites, inmoreifying our lufts, 'in pulling
D2 down
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down the firong holds of Satan in ws, and in bringing.
n20 captivity every thought to the obedience of Chrift.:
And thus fighting the good fight of Faith, we may as-
cffe@ually promote, the fatety and honour of :our:

Country, as i'f we had ferved i its Fleets or Ar-
mics, This is the way to firengthen the hands of
them tha fight for us, to fend them moft effedu..
al relief and fuccour, to bring down ‘the Lord o
hofls 10 go before them, the God of - Ifrael to be their
Rereward, to be a wall of fire vound abous thems and
the glory in the midft both of them and us. O thar
my people had hearkened unto me, frith. God. and.
Yrael bad walked in my ways: I fhonid foorz’i.;bavé’
[ubdued their enemies, " and turned my. hind againjl:f
their adveifaries. Pf. 81. 13, 14. ERR
But is it not, may fome obje®, an univerfal
Reformation that muft produce thefe happy effectss-
To what purpofe then will our perfonal and -pa'r-' '
ticular Reformation ferve 3 For the aancring of:
this I fhall proceed to the laft thing I am to do,
which is
. Fourthly, To endeavour by fome propet mo-
tives to perfwade every one to do his own patt in
that; the general pradtice whereof s the only cer-
tain means, to procure the favour and divere the
judgments of God, To this end therefore let us.
conider thefe following things.

clfc,
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elfe,; but' the Reformation of all Particulars, and
if ever it'be wrought amongft us, it muft be the
work of particular perfons, and the refule of eve-
1y one's doing hisown part; . Let us not then ftay
for examples, . but rathest ‘contend for. the horiour
of being exdmples to others. - Let:us ftrive 'who
fhall be firft, and moft aétive, in fonoble a defign,
in fetting forward.: that work, wheiein the Honout
and Happincfs of : our:Country ‘is-{0 highly ' cons
cerngd: . How great an-influénce might your ex-
amples have upon this-whole City ? - And how foen
do, the manners:and fafhions of thatoverfpread:the
Nation. ? You are therefore mére concerned than
others' to:begin this. great and. blefled. work s to
caufe your Zight fo to [bine before; and above other
men, that fJeeing your good works, they may be won

by the. .charms:of', a: bright and illuftrious’ vertue,

to follow your fteps, and..td glorify your: Father
which is in heavén. © And this would advarice-your
reputation, and perpetuate your mcmories more
than all ¢he; dignitics of this world. - L
Secondly, Theugh by doing our own parts,
we fhould notbe :able to do miuch towards a Ge-
neral Reformation, yct we might make up fuch a
number, for whofe fak¢é God might fpare and
blefs the whole Land. How ready was God to
have fpared-cven Sodom it {clf, had there been bue
ten righteous perfons found in it. He did fpare the
Cuty
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City Zoar for the fake of Zot and the fmall compa-
ny with him. A fingle a& of onc fingle man ftaid

the fury of a devouring Plague, and reftored health

ta ahe €ongregation of Ifraed, Pf.106. 30. Th

up Phinebas,and eareci(ted jwdg»{eutg amal fo ;ﬁ?]iﬁ:ﬁ
was flaged. To which I may add thae gracious
Proclamation we find publithed Zer. 5. 1. Run ye
t0:and fro through the freets of Ferufalens, and fee now

- and know, and Jeek in the broad places thereof,

can find a man, if there be any.thar executesh ;gg
ment and feeketh the tuth, and I will pardon it. One
faithful Magiftrate cxecuting: Judgment had faved
that great City. .. How then fhould this: cncourage
Yo t0.a zealous ard upright execution of the Re.
folptxon ye have made, Not to-bear she Sword in
vain, but to make it a terrour 10 evil-doers: Thus
avowedly to fet your felyes. to difirag. 2he works of
the Devil : Tos be hearty and couragious: in the
caufe.of God and righteoufiicss, iz sbe midft of fo
crooked and perverfe a Nation 5 To contemn all the
cenfures and reproaches the execution of juttice and
judgment may expofc you to.?2 - Who knoweth
how far this might pvevail with God 3 If 2 fewr
righteous menican yet fave us, ‘nonc fo likely to.do
Ir, as fuch Magiftraces, by fuch heroick piety. and
vertue,  There may be a time indeed when the
{ins of a Nationare foripe, thacrhough. Noah, Dan-
g?l and Job were in i, they could nog ‘&Vérc the
judgments of God, yet confider Thirdly,

v ’ TSP
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Thirdly, That however They may -deliver them-
felues by their righteonfnefs. Our perfonal reforma-
tion may procure a tefuge for us in the day of
Gods wrath. Thus Noab efcaped the Deluge of
waters, and Lot the flames of Sodom ; and thofe
that [ighed and cried for the abominations of ferufa-
lem, tﬁc.fury of that deftroying Angel, who went
through the midft of it. In what manner God doth
often -deal with geod men, when' his judgments
are abroad in the carth, we haveat large defcribed
in Pf ga. Thou fhalt not be afraid of the terrour by
night, nor for the arrow that flyexh by.day 5 nor for the
peftilencerbas walkesh in darknefs nor for. shedeflrue
Stion that wafleth: at noonday. A thoufand fhall fall at
thy fide, and ten thoufand at .thy right hand: but it
fball nor come nigh theelf notwithftanding it thould
foeny good.: to the Divine Wifdom to involve us in
the common calamity, yet-:let us confider

Fourthly, That the. confcience of our own pet-
fonal reformation would be then a moft comfort-
able fupport.to us. What a reviving confideration
would it be, when the Ludgmcnts of God are up-
on us, that we are not the guilty caufes of them 3
that we have.done our parts to prevent them, and:
and are clear from the blood of all men ¢ Thate
even thefe things will work together for our good, be-
caufe we.love God .and heep his Commandments s That
all thefe.«clouds cannot intercept the lighs of Gods
countenanie, or hide his face or favour from us: thac

200 .
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70 “tribulatisn wor diftvefs meiri:l LT f»;.
‘mine, nor hajéédﬁe[s; a0y peridy nor v\ "fu‘ble’i;ﬁ_) -
Jeparate s from the Lave ofGod, which ¢ i Chrijt

Fefusonr Lord2 b v e o &)
“Laftly, Confider thow unfuccefsful - foever ouit
perfonal reformation mav.be in promoting the pub.
lick;or-ourvown particular good here. it will.noe
fail ‘of a grear and .glorious reward hereaftery . For

fo:an:entrance’ fball be admin®ftred unto. us. into: thiy

City, which hath Foundations, mhofe  builder and mu:
ker is God;: " into the. éverlaft 7E kirzga’(jm of our. Lord
and Saviour Jefus Chrift - Where we -fhall: be free
fromfins and-all thc«‘;‘dréadful\*c:dnfcquc‘nccszdﬁ‘ic 3
and when not'only ithe Citres: and: Nations <of .this
world,but'this :wotld: -and-tinie - it felf fhall'be no
more, we fhall be fill fecure in ‘the enjoy ment of
the moft perfect peace and happinefs. To conclude
then, Iexhort and befeech youall, asyou regard
the: Honour' and - Prefcrvation. of your :Countyy,
your own prefent Good and- Safety, and the dver:
latting happincfs of the Life to come 5 by all tHat,
is valuable and dear. 1o you;! both in thisand the
other, world 5 thaéiyou wotld: no longér delay
that Reformation, 1n which all  thefe chings are
fo highly concerned. 0 that there were. fuch ap

heart in'every. one of us, 1o repent.and turn: fiamall |
our tranfgre fions, to fear God, and.to keephis: coms
\us_ ahid

mandments always, that it ‘might be wel{ it
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