sy His EXCELLENCY

" JONATHAN BELCHER, Efq:

Captain General and Governour in Chief in and over His Majefty’s Province of
the Mafachufetts Bay in New-England. '

A Proclamation for ageneral FAST.

" , P O N Contideration of the holy Anger of Almighty GOD evidently manifefted in the various
Judgmentsinflicted on us (more cfpecially in fending among us a mortal Sicknefs, which has already
greatly wafted our Numbers, and threatens yer more terrible Effects, unlefs prevented by the
merciful Interpofition of Providence ;) upon Confideration likewife of our abfolute Dependence on the
Blefling of GOD for Succefs in the Intercfts and Affairs of the Spring and Summer enfuing ;

BHave tho.ght Gt,With the Avdice of His MPajefty’s Touncil,to ozder and appoint Thurfday
theFirft ﬁgnf April next to be obferved asa Day of folemn Fafting and Prayer throughout
— "gis Rron® +. Iverebp .exbosting both & ‘wifters and People religionfly to attend the

-Duties of Hefyid Day,by finceve and penitentLonfeflion of theiv manifold Sins,bheveby
GOD hath been provoked to v.0it this People With {oe and grichous Lalamities; and by
banbie and carnelt Dupplications to the G:DD of all Geace for averting the Tokensof his
vighteong Difpleafure and conferving on us ail needful Favours : Iz particalar, Lhat he Wenly
long preferbe the Life of our Sobereign Lo the KING and our mof gracious QUEEN,
together Wwith his Ropal Highnels the Prince of Wales, the Duke, and the other Branches of thie
Royal Family ; Zhat e onid grant his merciful Influence & Condud to higs MWajeliy’s Louncils
for the Tontinuance of the Peace of his Wingdoms and Dominions, and fo2 the refining
of Peace €0 Europe, under his dPaicfty s Wwife Pedtation ; Lhat he Wwould pleafe o dived and
ble(s the Adminifivation of the Gobernment of this Arobince ; LhHat he Would give us a fa-
bourable Deeds-Lame, and in due Dealon aplentiful Hacvelt; Lhat he Would profper our

. Zrabe and Nadgation, and maintain the Peace of our Hea-Loafts and Fnland-2Boroers ;

and that he would compaflionate our great Difivels under the Walking and moztal Sicknefs,
by fandifying thig awful Wification and vefoving to us the Woice of Health ; And above all,
Zhat be Yould grant unto us the plentiful €fulions of the FOLT SPIRIT, that the
Senfe of hig vighteous Wilplealure againft usmay effet a geneval Wepentance and Reforna-
tion throughout Tyt Whole Land, and that theRingdom of our Lod and Habiour ] ESUS
CHRIST may come, and the Wwhole arth befilled With his Glozy : And all ferbile Labour
and Wecveacions ave heveby forbidden on faid Day.
3iven at the Counci a rin Bofion wenty - fixth ehruary, 15736, 1 i ar of t eign of Our Sover ign
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By His Excellency’s Command,
with the Advice of the Council, ¥ BEL CHER.
3. T@ullard, Secr.

~__GOD fave the KIN G.
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