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By the GOVERNOR :
A Proclamation

For a Dayv of SOLEMN FASTING asp
PRAYER.

T being cur indifpenfible duty by Prayer and Supplication to acknowlege our dependence on Almighty Gop, and in a Public and
Solemn manner, to implore the Divine Blefling upon all the concerns and interefts of our Nation and Land : And the Scafon of the
Year now approaching, wherein from the Days of our pious Forcfathers, it has becn the Pratice to make United Supplications
to Heaven for Direction and Succefs :

I HAVE thercfore thought fit, to appoint: Anddo by and with the Advice of the Couxcit, appoint THURSDAY, the tirty-fir/} Day
of MarcH next, to be obferved throughout this Commonweaith, as 2 DAY of PUBLIC FASTING and PRAYER —And I do exhort
the People of ail Religious Denominations, to affemble in their refpe@ive Congregations on that Day, and with true contrition of
Heart, to confefs their Sins to Gob, and implore forgivenels through the Merits and Mcdiation of Jesus Christ our Saviovr ; and to
feek to mim, by fervent and humble Prayer—That it would pleafe »im to guide and profper the Adn.iniftration of the Government of this
Commonwealth.—That ne would blefs the Public Councils and Decterminations of the Federal Government of thefe States, giving them
Wifdom, Firmnefs and Unanimity, and dire&ing them to the beft meafuores for the Public Good —That e would be pleafed to preferve
and ftrengthen the Union of thefe States, and that no defigns againi{t them may profper.—To blefs our Allies and render the Conne@ion
formed with them mutually beneficial—1hat ne would give a Public Spirit to all Perfons whatfocver, efpecially to fuchas are in Civil
Authority, and endue the People with the Spirit of Piety, ‘I'ruth, Harmony and Concord, and with ajuft fenic of the value of the Li-
berties and Privileges they enjoy under Conftiturions founded on the legitimate Principle of the Rights of Man.—That ne would be
pleafed to blefs our Hufbandry, and fo order the Seafons, as that this Year mnay be crowned with a plentiful Harveft.—That e would prof-
per our Trade, Navigation and Fithery, and give fuccefs to all our lawful undertakings both Public and Private—That ue would con-
tinue Health to us, and prevent the fpreading of any mortal or contageous Sicknefs.—That ne would put a ftop to the progrefs of a
Spirit of Profancnefs and Impiety, and that great diffolutencfs of Nanners which threaten us with heavy Judgments, unlefs we fpeedily
Repent and Reform.—That the rod of I'yrants may be broken in picces and all oppreflion ceale.—And that the glorious reign of the
Prince of PEace, may be eftablithed through the Earth ; fo that Man may no longer be the Enemy of Man.

AND it is carncftly recommended to all Citizens throughout this Commoniwealth to obferve the faid Day, as fet a part for
Religious Worfhip, and to abftain from all fervile Labour and Recreation thercon.

GIFLEN at the Council-Chamber, in Liffon, the twenty-ninth' Day of February, in the Year of our Lord, Onc Thoufind Seven
Hundred and Ninety-{ix, and in the Twentieth Year of the Independence of the United cttates of America.

SAMUEL ADAMS.
FITEST—JOHUN AVIERTY, jun. Secretary.
GOD fave the Commonzealth of Maffachaferts !
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