Commonweaith

of Maffachufetss.

By the GGVERNOR.
A Proclamation

For a Day of PUBLIC FASTING, HUMILIATION and PRAYER.

THE fupreme Ruler of the Univerfe, having been plealed, in the courfe of his Providence, to eftablifh the Inde-
readence of the United Stotss of AMerica, and to cavie them to affume thir rank, among the nations of the Earth, and blefs them with Liberty, Peace and
Pieaty ; we caght to be led by Religious feelings of Gratitade ; and to walk before [1im, in all Humulity, zecording to his moft Holy L.aw.—Bat, as the
depravity of our Heurts has, in fo many iaftances drawn us afide from the path of duty, fo that we have iregiently ofended our Divine and Merciful Bensfac-

Ctor; itis theretore highly incumbent on us, according to the ancient and Liudible praice of our pious Anceftors, 1o open the year by a public and folemn
© FAST.—That with truc repentance and contrition of Heart, we may unitedly implore the forgivenefs of our Sins, through the merits of Jesus Curist, and

humbly fupplicate our Ilewvenly FATHER, to grant us the aids of his Grace, for the amendment of our Hearts and Lives, and vouchfafe his fmilss uoon our
temporal concerns ¢

1 HAVE therefore thought fit to appoint, and with the advice and confent of the Council, I do hereby appoint
THIURSDAY, the Second Day of APRIL next, to be obferved as a Day of Public FASTING, HUMILIATION and PRAYER throughout thisCommon-
weaith :—Calling upon the Minifters of the Goser 1, of everyDenomination, with their refpeltive Congregatiuns, to affembleon that Thay, and devoutly implore
the Divine forgivenels of our Sins,—To pray that theLight of the Gofpel, and the rizhts of Confrience, may be continued to the people of United America ; and
that his Holy Word may be improved by them, fo that the name of Gop may be exalted, and their own Liberty and 1appinefs fecured.—That he would be
gracioufly pleafed to blefs our Federal Government ; that by a wife adininiftration, it mnay be a fure guide and {ife protection in nagjonal concerns, for the peopie
who have eftsblithed, an) who (upport it —Thut e would continue to us the iavaluable Bleflings of Civil Liberty ; guarding us azainft intefline commotions ;
and enabling theUnited States, in the exercite of fuch Governmental powers, as are devolved upon them, fo that the honour and dignity of our Nation, upon the
Sca and the Liad, may bz fupported, and Poace with the other Powers of the World, upon fufe and hgnourable terms, may be maintained.

That 1= would dirz&® the zdminiftratica of our Federal and State Governments, fo that the lives, libertics and pioperty of all the Citizens, and the jult rights

of the I'vople, as Mcnand Citizens, miy be forever acknowledzed, and at all times defended, by Conftitutions, founded upon equal rights ; and by good and
wholefome Laws, wiltly and judicioufly adminiftered and duly executed.

That e wosid enable Legiflators and Magiftrates of this Cominonwealth, to difcharge the important duties incumbent on them, tinat the People may have
good reafon to feel themiclves happy and fife, and lead quict and peaceable lives in all Godlinefs and Honetty. .

That ue would incline the Natives of the Wilderne's, to liften to reafonable offers of Peace, that tranquility and fecurity may be eﬂahliﬂxca on the
Frontiers of ourCountry ;="That e would gracioufly regurd the Lives and Health of the People of ¢his and our fitter States, and preferve them from contsgious
and watting difeals : To crown the entuing Year with Pleaty and 'sofperity, by his blefling on our [ufbandry, our Fitheries, cur Commerce, and all the hboflr
of our Ilands—to affcét our minds with a fenfz of cur cutiie dipondence upon wis, and of his great goodnefs towards us, that when we may prtfﬂl!
ourfelves before mia, ai the clofe of the Year, with oar e} 1 s-oif.ii s, our Hearts may by his Gract, be prepared to do it in a mannet acceptable to niks.

That ur would be gracioufly pleafed to eftablifh the 'rexcy Repusric, and pru(;v v otirrs who are centending for the Rights of Men, and dl(pofc
all Nations o favour the fame principles, and retarn to Peace and Friend hip .

That ne would in his great Mercy, remembzr the uah ppy ftate o our I'ellow-Citizens and athers, wha are groming uader bondige, in a foreign Land.
That ue would foften the Hearts of thofs who b 'ed them ciptive, inclining that Pecpic to thew them favour during their Captivity, and in HIs
own duc time open a door for their relief :—.AaJ fliily, that nz would over-ruleall the confatious that are in the Earth, to the fpeedy cflablithment of the
Redeemer’s Kingdom, which confiltcth in i hteoainels and Peace,

And I do recommend to the People of this Commonwecalth, to abftzin from all unncceflary Labour and Recreation
ca the faid Duy.

GIUEN ar the Councir-Cuastsnr, in Bofton, this Twwenty-eights Day of Februnry, in the Year of owr Lird, On: Thoufand Seven Handred axd Nincty-
e, and in the Ninctecnth Year of ¢5 Dud-pendence of the Umted States of dmerica.
SAMUEL ADAMS.

Atteflt - John Avery, jun. Sec'y.
GOD fiv the COMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS .
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