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1 PETER, 1. 15.

Be ready always to give an answer to every man

that asketlh you a reason of the hope that is in
yor, with meekness and fear.

W irs meekness and fear—or with mildness
and diffidence, in opposition to a petulant,
dogmatical, and conceited spirii—will a person
whose ruling principle 1s a love of truth, and
who is anxious to promote its general reception
in the world, from a conviction of its import-
ance to human happiness, be always ready, on
cvery subject, and particularly on the subjeét
of religion, to exhibit the grounds of those
opinions which he has embraced himself, and
to propose his objections, to what he conceives
to be the erroneous and faise opimons of others.
And it is a strong internal argument of the
truth of the christian religion, and a circum-
stance which strikingly distinguishes it from
every species of imposture, that in the condudct
of the understanding in the pursuit of truth,
A it
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it recommends the ubtmost frecdom of 1nvesti-
gation, mmpartiality and diligence, and then
addresses itself 1o the reason and judgment of
mankind m favour of its owwn pretensions—
Both our Saviour and his apostles always dis-
countenance a rash and hasty belief.  They
never make any other appeal than {o the
undersfondings  of men,  cousidering them
always as reasonable beings, as accountable to
Goed for the wse of thar rational as well as
moral powers, and coonmending thein highly
for frying and exaraming those dodtrines which
were submiatted to their consideration.,  #7hy
ever of younrselres, says our Saviour, judge yve not
what s reght 2 Ispeak as wnt> wise mei, says
the apostle Paul, judge ye what 1 say. And
agan, prove all things, bold fust that which is
goodd. ¥When the apostie would persuade the
Jews that Jesus was the Christ, De. reasoned
with themn ovné of the Scriplures, opening and
alleging from them, that Christ must needs have
suffered and risen from the dead, and that Jesus,
whom be preached nto them, was the Christ.
Hence the Bereans are highly commended by
the apostie, not only for the fair and candid
hearing which they gave to the things which
he taught, but {or the care which they tock to
safisfy themscives of the trmth of them. T hese

wWere
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wwere more noble, says he, #ban those mr Thessa-
lowica, iz that they recerved the <word, that is,
Hlowed it to be preached to them, windh 27
veadmess of mund, and after that, searched :1z
seriptures daily, whetber these thirgs wire seo.
If this be the spirit with which we should
cxamine the evidences of caristianity ; if thas
he the spantt with which it siould be proposed
to the recevtion of mankmd ; this is likewife
the spirit with which it should be attacked,

A Tove of trathis the fmrest charader of man,
Wherever it appears, whether in a {riend or a
foc, let it receive its merited applause.  Let
cvery subjedt be discussed ; let every difhiculty
be urged and examined : {et every opimion be
fairly and honestly propused. Truth has nothing
to fear but from darknefs and concealment.
[ censure not the man, - who after that full and
anpartial examination of -the subject wihich its
neoortance demands, and which 1s nocessary
{0 form a well-founded judgment, disbebieves
christianity. I censure not the man, who tries
to make converts to his opiuion by writing
against it, provided that the only wcapons
which be makes use of 1 his atlack, be
reasor and qrowment.  Yrvom reasom and argi-
mend 1 am convineed, that the friends of

A natnral
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natural and revealed religion, havce mothing
to fear. The great and formidablc cnemy
which they have to combat, is prejudice.  Pre-
judice has hitherto been in favour of religion,
under some form or othcr. T'here 1s reafon to
apprchend, from a variety of caufes which ave
now operaung, that prejudice, with respedét to
a great part of mankind, will shortly be against
it. ‘The human mind naturally fies from one
extreme to another ; and no .quality of intel-
fedt 1s s rare and ancommon, as that philoso-
phical accuracy, that nice discrimination, which
can resolve into their firft principles ancicnt
prejudices (whiech 1t 15 worthy of observation,
though seldom attended to, have generally in
their composiiion some truth mixed with much
error,) and at the fame timc thail it rejedts
the crror, can preserve the truth with which
it was blended. Instead of this delicate mental
operation, which distinguishes the candid, the
well disciplined, the comprehensive mind, we
generally proceed in a much more summary
and easy manner, and rejeét former opinions
altogether. The conscquence of this is, we
tuke up another fet of prejudices in the room
of those which we had dismissed. -+ And in some
future period of time, when the human mind
will be restored to its equilibrium, when both

extremes
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extremes will be viewed with equal impartiality,
and perhaps with equal indifference, I doubt not
but 1t will appear, that the prejudices which
now prevail, and probably will for some time
prevail, in favour of infidelity, are only infe-
riour in strength and degree, to those which
have prevailed, during the reign of supcrstition,
in favour of rrational and corrupt systems of
religion. In the pursuit of truth, let not
the judgment be swayed by authority, and
let no names, however sacred, be put in the
scale against reason and argument. Buat, Oh!
ve best and wisest men of past ages-—ye
Miltons, Boyles, Newtons, Lockes and Hart-
leys of later times—ye best and wisest men that
now exist, whose memory science will ever
cherish with grateful fondness, shall thosc
opinions, which after the coolest and most
impartial examination you adopted, and for
which, with the clearest view of the difficulties
attending them, you have given the most sub-
stantial arguments, be, not only rejedted,
without examination, but be treated with every
possible mark of insult, indignity and con-
iempt ! To this circumstance, 1 imagine the
authority of great names will fuirly apply. Let
their opinions be known before they are re-
Jjected s et their srguments be underftood

| before
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befor®they arc pronounced of no force. Thsa
abuse of charafers, without a knowledge of
those charadlers, is always considered as the
grcatest injustice.  And is the abuse of prin-
ciples, without a knowledge of those principles,
far and equitable ? In medicine, 1n law, in
the mathematics, in languages, 1in any branch
of science or philosophy, the weakness and
inconsistency of such a condudt would be
immediately apparent. In religion only 1t is
practised ; in . religion only, it is suffered to
pass uncensured.

There 1s something of a very intoxicating
naturc in popular applause. The man whoe -
nas acquired 1t, by one particular species of’
excellence, 1s apt to claim 1t as his property,
and te thmnk, that it will allow him the
posscssion of every other species of excellence.
A writer of considerable celebrity in the
political world, of a strong and vigorous, but
unc.altivated understanding; because he has
obtamed some reputation by his writings on a
subject which has employed his attention, has
presumed on his competency to ciscuss the
subjedt of revealed religion, although it is evi-
dent, that he 1s perfedtly unacquainted both
with :ts nature and ecvidence. The pamphlet

called
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called the Age of Reason—which I should not
have noticed from this place, if I had not been
informed that it has inade a serious impression
upon the minds of many—contains, where it

altually attacks rcvelatmn SO many assertions,
for which there 1s no foundation, that I am
doubtful whether 1t might not be read with
greater 1improvement, it every afirmative pro-
position werc made a negative one, and every
negative one, an affirmation. I confess I do
not see what right any person has to abuse
- Christianity, nor for what it 75, but for what
it 1s not; partlcul'arly, when what it is, and
what'it has been represented to be by thesewho
were best acquainted with its true, spirit -aﬁd
eenius, might be so-easily ascertained. I-con-
fess T do not see what 7ight any person has to
assert as fads, things which are zot fac?s, par-
ticularly when the true state of the case might
be known with so little difficulty. Incon-
siderate and thoughtless, however, to say the
lcast, as these things arc, the mode of attack 1s
still more reprchensible. It is not in my power,
within the compass of a single discourse, {tho’
that will probably be the longest which T ever
delivered) to enter into a distindét uonmduatmn
of all the parts of this singular LOIHPOblTlOﬂ,

and I beg you will consider what will now be.
laid
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laid before you, as only a concise view of some
of the argumentsin favour of revesled religion,
and particularly Christianity, with a reference
to, and by no means a complete examination
of, the pamphlet just mentioned. The diffi-
culty is, out of such a mass of materials, 1o
know what to sele&, and what to reject. It
can be, but comparatively little that at present
will be offered to your consideration; but I
trust that little will enable those who have sel-
dom attended to the subje& before, to under-
stand some of the grounds on which their faith
1s built, and to. be able likewise, to make an
apology, as it is in the original, to every man
who asketh a reason of the hope that 1s in them ;
which I presume will always be done by each
of us, with meckness and fear.

Previously to the very brief sketch which I
shall lay before you of the evidences of Christi-
anity, it may be proper to observe, that a/f
which a defender of revealed religion, as such,
is obliged to contend. for is, zhe divine mission
of Moses confirmed by miracles; and the divine
mission of Jefus Christ, confirmed.by miracles and
by bis own resurreftion from the dead. If this
had constantly been kept in view, many vo-
lumes of theological controversy might have

been sparcd, and many persons might have

been
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been classed with Christians; who have consi-
dered themselves, and been considered by the
world as unbelievers. The attacks which are

made on thé outworks -will 1 hope unite all
Christians in a strenuous defence of the 01t'1del
Indeced what is attacked is not Christianity.. It
1s an unwieldy, cumbrous dress which has been
put on the fairest form that ever was exhibited
to the world ; a dress which totally conceals
her beauties, and which, when 1t falls off, as it
will do by the arrows which were directed at
herself, will discover herin all her native charms.
To rcveal{,d religion as we have defined it, not
2 single argument brought forward by the
author of the age of reason is applicables and
it is a curious circumstance that if every diffi-
culty which he urges were proved, neither the
Jewish nor Christian revelation would be

affeéted by it.

But though ‘%he. divine mission of Moses and
of Jesus Christ is all which it 1s absolutely
necessary to contend for, yet I apprehend, upon
the surest ground of testimony it is established,
that ff?ﬁ scriptures of the old and new testament
contain a true and awthentic account of these
revelations. . 'Lhe msprmf:on of these books is
a cirearmnstance ‘on which it is by no means

B neces-
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necessary ta msist, 1 seraple ot to inform
you, that I think the behet of the pienary super-
mtendent  inspiration of these writings. hus

afforded a handle to mmfidels to cavil at them.
' 1t nad been nf:r"“S“ary in the first case, if
would have heein necessary likewise, with res-
-edl to all the tran bm*;; and translators of the
!5{:1‘1}.1:1!3"6‘5‘-“ i b z}rmj'ﬁ}fiﬁ., I conaider, a# di-
v%m-w'ijr msnived, when they uttered  thew pre-
diluomns ;. oand the saaters of the new "Festament,
L oconsider a3 persons whe were vnder e
aloctn of the holy spirit,  and enducd with a
prwer ol workirg meacios s but there o not
aprear tooaoe e e oany  crounds for the mppu--—
sthion, that ther mnspmcation extended 1o the stite

.r‘..-"-ﬁ et s RET S o .--1'.&1_ ‘w4 .H..!”i.,'t - ,
-:n-E' Ll Ithﬁtlill.?-{;rt (. ! ]:‘;". Il p 2 ! 1-'.1 ] ‘-‘r{--t

Wiany chiedtions whacs bave teen roade to
Jifferont perte of the Jrewolr ceconomy, scem 1o
e Owing e our coniining our attenuon to the
reviection ol the wedksr, without considering
ine low  and voperfedt mental state of the
~ecipzents of this rovelation. We expelt absoluse,
where we nave no nght o look for more than a
pohadive poerfediion. Fyery tmng which 1s

"'L..leb -_’f!. it ':if.‘}f SCCTRS 1 *iL f).’ﬁ'”?f’ihf‘l"f’. r}_\hf}
whaole adonmestration of divine providoencece in this
world 18 evidentiy a process; and those things

whaeh
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which arc wost perfedt n thewr kind are the
slowest o coming to pnaturity. I the Jifferent
neriods of the Roman history have been compa.-
red to the different penods of huimao life,® so
the history of monkind at large, perhaps the
patriarchal age may be considered as the mfan-
cy ; the Jewish as the chiidhood ; the Chrranan
as the yeonth: and the final prevalence oi
Christianity, as the mature age of the worid.
LThe mode of treating children must be differ=a
feom: that which is adopted to ul? grown mexn.
the gross conceptions ol the Jewnh peonle
renacred then incepatde ol vecenng a more
sure and spimtund systein. But, my friends, we are
erently mistaken, if we suppose that the gencral
spirtt of the Jewish law is not kind, goentle and
henevolent.  If any person will read Lowiman on
the civil povernment of the Hebvrews, sad on the
1 see that thisis its cha-

| S

Hebrew "u'fﬁr:'I'S[lmﬁ fC wi
racter, Lot us only attend te the desipn ond
ceneval tendency of such precepts as the fotlow-
ing. Lhou shalt nof vurse ithe deaf. T Do shali
nob kbl @ cro and ber yoenng ue oone aay,  Ahon
shalt noy mmzle t22 ox ibat treadeth oud the corse
and Cursed is be that makeih ihe bloid tn wander
cuk of the way.  The objoct of these particulus
8 procepts,

¥ 81 quis ergo Populom Homanum quasy hominem consi-

deret, totamque ejus stalem percenseat, quatuor gradas
PYOCEessusqile ejs inveniet mem~FLORUS,
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TIYEC E‘[‘)t“wwihdt of abstzining from blood and
many others of the same character, was to EpIre
1 rude and ipnovant people with kil avd hene-
volent general principles. Many of the regu-
lations  appear to us irifling, for whiach therc
were, Jdoubtess, at that time, good and sohd
reascne. Frat, for instance, winch jorbuts o
LGN L0 Pl On ihe dross r:}f dOFTAN, AN d AR
Vhe dress of @ womar. 18 one of ths descrnption,
g we shail see that there was sonie foundaiion
four 1, when we are intormed, that 9 that
SOy, IRen wm‘shif,)pt‘:ci YVenus in womens
hobiis, and women ca the hoblts of men. L he
women hkowase put on armoiis im0 the worship

-Il-i'-l-.

of Wars. the objection which 18 made
(o the extwpation of the Cananottes 18 indeed
S a w.ore serons nature, and strmkes af st
very humane aad  benevolent aind.  {F i
were to o oe consideresd as a precedend, or as
countenancing such 4 practice o any other
siremmstances v hutevqa:r I shouald, without any
hesitoiion, deny that they had a divine command
ior thelr condadl, :-:iru‘l yet not gwve uu my
behiet o the divine authority of the Masaic
dispensation. M deserves.  however, to be
atrended o, that thes adhiculty is noi peculiar to
revelacorn.  Simijar excesses have bocen come-
mitied 1y every oge, and yet the whole world is

naey
-+ Y. owman.,
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crler the adminstration of divine pr{widf:n{:&.
'T'he aathor and g'wcr of hic. and he alone has
arieht to dispose of 1t as he thinks best. Had
tin= been effedtca by the mstromentality ol
natarai causes, we thould have been disposed to
ieanesce 1 the dizheulty,  What we cannot

L " - 1‘ ]
cojuprehend, and nany  things ol this wind

there must pe, a2 the human understandmy is
sot mfinite, Gowould ve bat e re resolve i
our gnorance ;- and what, after all, anpears to
13 to be totally wreconcileabie wiath the divince
pericctions,  we ynay  omit,  or oeven rejedt,
witoout giving ep the general svetems of our
beitet. But perhaps, (I wmention it with some
degree of Jithdence 1 oacknowledge, as the
principle on which the objediion 1s tounded 1s
<0 broad and comprenensive in ils neture  that
there s vo other sapposable case to which 1t i
rapplicabic—peiraaps, 1 say) the nlolatry of the
Canaarnties which was connedted with the sacri-
liee of their children, and with vices which
huve a tendency o annihilate the whole huroan
reC-—DOYNaPs  therr sdolalry, and herr vices
rendered this extracrdmary operviion necessary

tor the future guood of the whole world; and
not only necessary n atself, bat that it should be
ﬁ: med by the Jews ar instramenis, that they
rht acauire, not baliis o) cruelty and ferocity

which
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whiclh one sy, for ane specific turpoie, and with-
vt brete sron conseni never could have formed,
but o Loror ot the dolairy and 1he ."?.'h;t?f'.ﬁ', fho
dreadful cifedin of which they had <o fechinely

"4

wiinessed.

o

Phere 1z one difficalty more, with respe® to

dd testomiont, which it oy be proper just

£ 7
bl
Il--p-:'.'

oo mention. Dol vhe sun stand stidl i the days

",

ot Joshua, =2nd the moon stay ¢ The most
cned of the Jews de not believe thar this was
the czse, bul consider it 3 a poetical and sub-
e deserintion. As in the song of Devorab,

By ,'{;J?f(qf?.’i [ 7O .7}841‘“{;?.{;’?},, Lhe stars e thelr
. . . ¥ ..
GRS T LA ) Ry 5.556?"::5.

g

Bosides tuese particilrr obyiedons, the author
Gt e age of regson, has gwcn s O WHICH 18

;-‘-
ki

4 unOre ceneral natuee,

Ll
-

4N
)

Lhose who tave superstitiously boasted of
cantigaoty of the Biole and particalarty of the
Looks asceribed o Vioszes, have done it without
soarmuontion, and without apy other aatbhority
thon that of once cradulous man felling 1t ta
anoiher, for 3o tar as hstorical and chy 0114')109"1{ e}
cevidenes l)]ﬂh Sy ihe VEI'Y fhirst book 1 the bible
oot s ancient as e book of Homer by more
Lhan
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than three huadred years, and g

same age wit Esop’s Fables.”

shoud ihe

T'his s the information given us by Mr,
aincy  ihe fullowmg account we have fiomn

L
A
Sir {saae Newton.

““ 'The Book of the Law was preserved and

handed down to postertty by the Samaritans ;

and  therefore was reccivad by the ten Tribes
octore  therr ocoptivity,  For when the iew

R
)

impes woere capuvated, a pricst of the captivity
was sont baek {o Bethel, by ovder of the Kinm
ab Assyra, to

instrudt the nevw 1mhabitants of
Namaria int tke manner of the God of the land -

-.:md the Sananitans huaa the Pentateuceh from

us priest, as contuining thoe law or manner of
'Hm 3o0d of the land, which he was o teach
thewt.  For they persevered in the Religion
~bich he taaghi them, joining wich it the

shap of their owo Gods; and by
i what thoy had been taught,

WO
DCTSCVETng
they preserved
this book. of the Lawn the original charaéter of
the Hebrews s while the two Tribes, after their
ceturn from Babylon, changed the charqudier to

that of the Chaldecs, which they had learned
ct Babylon.

Al
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And since the Pentateuch was received as
the book of the Law both by the two 'ribes
and by the ten Tribes, it follows a8 4 necessary
consequence that they each received it before
they became divided into two Kingdoms. For
after the division, they received not Laws from
each other, but remained 1n a state of national
antipathy to -cach other. 'T'his division took
place in the reign of Jeroboam, the successor
of Solomon. The Pentateuch therefore was
the book of the Law in the days of David and
Solomon. The affairs of the tabernacle and
temple were ordered by David and Solomon,
sccording to the Law of this book. For in
describing how their forefathers kept it not, he
quotes many historical things out of the books
of ILxodus and Numbers.

The race of thé Kings of Edom before there
reigcned any King over Israel, is set down in
the book of Genesis; and therefore that book
was not written, entirely in the form now extant,
before the reign of Saul.  The writer set down
the race of those Kings until his own time; he
therefore wrote after Saul, and before David
conquercd Edom. The Pentatéuch is com-
poscd of the Law and the history of God's people

fogether : and the history hath been colledted
from
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from scveral books: such as were the history
of the Creation composed by Moses Gen. ii. 4.
(the words ¢ these are the generations of the
Heavens and the Earth when they were created,”
meaning that such are the contents of the book of
the generations, &c.) and likewise from the book
of the generations of Adam quoted Gen. v. 1.
and the book of the wars of the Lord quoted in
Numb. xxi. 14. This book of wars contained
what was done at the Red Sea, and in the
journeying of Israel through the Wilderness ;
and therefore was begun by Moses: and Joshua
might carry it on to the conquest of Canaan.
These were public books, and therefore not
written without the authority of Moses and
Joshua. And Samuel had leisure in the reign
of Saul, to put them into the form of the Pen-
tateuch, and the book of Joshua, as now extant :
inserting in the book of Genesis, the race of
the Kings of Edom, until there reigned a King
in Isracl. To Samuel the compilation of the
book of Judges is to be attributed, and likewise
the book of Ruth; which contains the lives of
the ancestors of David ; and was probably writ-
ten, shortly after David was anointed King.
. The two books of Samuel were written partly
" by himself, but the greater part by his disciples,
o C the
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the prophets of Naioth.* The books of- the
Kings and Chronicles were colleéted out of the
historical writings of the ancient Seers and Pro-
phets. The book of Ezra was originally a
part of the book of the Chronicles, and has
been divided. from 1t. The other historical
books were compiled from many and various
writings by Ezra: and by Ezra the prophecies
were colleéted.  The Psalms, composed by
Moses, David, and many others, seem to have
been also colledied by Ezra. [ reckon him to
be the colleltor, because in this colleétion
there are found Psalms written as late as the
Babylonian captivity, but none later.”

Such is the information given by Sir Isaac
Newton, which it would not have been improper
for the author of the age of reason to have con-
sulted, before he had given us his opinion con-
cerning the antiquity of the books of the old
testament, and concerning Homer and Euclid,
and Esther and Ruth, and Dan and the Kings

ot Bdom.,

But not tc irespass too much on your patience,

X procecd to observe, that. the credibility of
Christianity as a divine revelation, rests upon
| ” five

# ) Sam, Xix, 18-120),
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five grounds of evidence, each of which, is
[ trust, independantly sufficient to support it. .

The firft is, the authenticity of the books of'
the new testament. -

The second 15, a multitude of fadts which
may be shewn to be effeéts of which iz is the
cause, and which are inexplicable upon any
other supposition.

The third is, the completion Of prophecies.

The fourth is, the prebumptws, and collateral
And, | |

cv1den CeE.

‘The last, the internal evidence.

With respeét to the first of these, the authen-
ticity of the books of the new testament, it'may
be expedient, for the sake of those who have
not paid much attention to the subjeét, to pro-
duce a few of the teftimonies from early christian
writers, which have been colle@ted, with sc
much fidelity, by Dr. Lardner; as the writer
I have alluded to .has made this assertion,
«« There was no such book as the new testament
till more than three hundred years after the
time that Christ is said to have lived.”

C2 Tu
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In opposition to this most extraordinary as-
sertion, Ibeg leave to lay before you thefollowing
- falls.

Clement, who is mentioned by St. Paul in the
fourth chapter of his epistle to the Philippians,
who was bishop of the church at Rome, wrote
an epistle (even before the destrudtion of Jeru-
salem, for he speaks of the temple-worship as
performed at that time,) in the name of the
Church over which he presided, to the Church
at Corinth——in which are these words; ¢ Take
into your hands the epistle of the blessed Paul
the Apostle. What did he at first write unto
you in the beginning of the Gospel ! verily he
did, by the spirit, admonish you concerning
himself, and Cephas and dpolles, because that
even then you did form parties.” He has like-
wise passages out of the epistle to the Romans,
and some other of the apostolical epistles.

And passages out of the gospels of Matthew
and Luke, are introduced in this manner. < Let
us do as it is written,” and “ remembering the
words of the Lord Jesus whiclh he spake.”

Ignatius, who was bishop of the Church at
Antioch about the year 70, and who, Chrysos-~

tom says, had conversed familiarly with the
ApOs-
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Apostles, and was perfeétly acquainted with
their dodtrine, suffered martyrdom, as is gener-
ally supposed, in the year 107, or about six or
seven years after the death of John: for let it
be remembered, whilst we are considering these
testimonies, that the death of this Apostle did
not happen till the year 100 or 101 : Ignatius
wrote an epistle to the Ephesians, in which he
has several passages out of Paul’s epistle to the
same people, and plain allusions to the gospels
of Matthew and John. And in his epistie to
the Philadelphians, are thesewords; ¢ Fleeing
to the gospel as the flesh of Jesus, and to the
Apostles as the presbytery of the Churches.
Let us also love the Prophets, because that
they also spake of the gospel, and hoped in him
(or Christ) and expected him.”

Polycarp,.a disciple of St. John, and appoint-
ed by him, and probably by other Apostles,
bishop of the church at Smyrna, in an epistle
to the Philippians, written about the year 108,
“ in his own name, and in the name of the
presbyters with him,” has thesc words, “ For
neither I, norany one like me, can come up
to the wisdom of the blessed and renowned
Paul, who, when absent, wrote to you a letter s

ito which if you look, you will be able to cer-
tify
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tify }"O[II:SéIVGS in the faith which has been
delivered to you.” In another chapter, he
speaks as plainly of the Apostle’s having written

to them. He has likewise quotations from five
other of Paul’'s epistles; quotes many of the
words of our Lord, which we have in thé evan-
eelists, and has plan references 1o many other
books of the new testament. And if is worthy
of notice, m reply to an insinuation of the
cdeistical writers, respecting apocryphal books,
made without due examination, that in these
apostolical fathers as they are called, because
they lived 1n the times of the apostles, there are
o guotations from any apocryphal books con-
cerning the history, or dodtrines of Christ and

his Apostles.

An epistle from the church of Smyrna,
oiving an account of the martyrdom of Polycarp,
cvidently refers to the first epistle to the
Corinthians, and gives the title of. gospel to the
history of Christ written by the evangelists.

in the history of things in the time of Trajan,
during part of whose reign the apostie John
was hiving, Husebius® says, ¢ there were many
eminent men who had the first yvank m the suc-
gesston of the apostles; divers of whom travelling
abroad,

# I B, L. c. 37,
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abroad, performed the office of evangelists,
being ambitious to preach Christ, and to deliver
 the scripture of the divine gospels.” This
affords an argument that at that tume the gos-
pels were well known and colledted together.

Papias, - ‘wh_*o was well acquainted with
Polycarp, and probably with John, expressly
bears testimony ta the gospels of Matthew: and
Mark, and he quoted the first epistle of Peter,
and the first cpistle of John. |

But the writer of most importance near this
- period 1s Justin Martyr. This writer was a
native of Palestine, .a learned man, and a tra-
veller. He was converted to christianity about
the.year 133 ; flourished chiefly from the year
140.and afterwards; and died a martyr, about
the year 164. His remaining works are two
apologies for Christianity, and a dialogue with
Trypho, a jew. In the latter, he gives an
account of his couversion fromm Platonism to
Christianity, which he speaks of, as “ the only
certain and useful philosophy.” It is deserving
your - notice, that his. two apolegies are -ad-
dressed - to two Roman Zmperors, and to -the
Senatec and people of Rome. And these

| | Tom-

t H. E. 1. i, c. 30.

i
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Emperors are "Titus Antoninus the prous, and
Marcus Antoninus the philosopher.  In these
teiters fhus addressed, concernng peopie scat-
tered through every part of the Roman domi-
nions, are as many auotabons from the gospels
and ecpistles, as would of themselves, 1f all the
books  of the new Testamment were jost, be
sufhcient o ascertamn the fadls. and the prin-
cipal dodtmnes of Chrnstianity, The gospels
ne calls ¢“memoilrs, or commentaries.”  ff me
motrs  Gf the aposties,” ¢ Chrst’s memoirs 5
“ memuoirs of the apostles, and then companions,

1

vio bave writren a hisiory of ail thmmgs con-
a:ﬂl'llil‘] o our saviour Jesus Chrst.”  Ana m his
first .3;“1010“ addiressed to the Homan Rmperor

.J'

and bis infended successor, with ihe Senate

e

anud ail the Roman people, he says, (wlnch s

still more fo our perpose) #¢ Un the day which
s colied the da}! o the bBun (or Suuday) aun
assembly s held of ull the people i towns or

COu tztry

* The woportance of thus paticge 1 an apology prefeisted
LD, 140, will uitify mein giving the original 0 Tat vy
CE YIS DYWLV TILEQX Toyrwy nelo, WONELS V. Oy 085 [LEV G IWW
e vy wuls oavEl cuTig yivilal, wal T QwokynwavEuolo. Twis
QUGITONLY, T TO TUYYEALLTI Ty Teodylwy aveyivwsralot
ST OHE &7 1l Tk ST AT L GOULES 8 T8 SV IY WG KOVIOS, O TH0 LT
Qi Aary® Ty Ty Wb TIIVANOW TS TWY Hadwy culwe
Bt UG WG T e Eil,

Jver, Marws, Tuiresu p. 67.
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country places, and the mcinoirs of the apostles
are read for a convement time, and, when the
reader has fintshed. the president in a discourse,
gives an admomtion and a charge, te the tint-
tation of the same excellent things.”

Tatian, who fHourished about the year 172,
coniposed a harmouy of the four gospels, which
is & yemarkable attestation to the number of
the gospels as being four only.

The churches of Viennc and Lyons in Gaul,
wrote an epistle o the churches of Asia and
Phryvegia, confaining a relation of the sufferings
of their martyrs, in the time of Marcus An-
ioninus.  They express themselves i the
fanpgunage of St. Yake, and 5t John, and the
afs of the Apostles. the epistie io the Romans,
ihe Philippisns, and some other epistles ot St
Paul, the first epistle of St. Peter, the first of
“t. John, and the Revelutions.

Yrenaeus,  bishop of the church of Lyons 1n
{zauvl, probably 1 nafive of Asia, in his younger
inys acquainted withh Polycarp, whe was a
disciple of John, vesides other things, composed
a work against heresies, in {ive books, in which
'3 g most noble testimony to the scrintures of

1 the
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thic new 'i*c::-:sfn,umm'_; {or he assures us, there
were {four gospels received by the ohwrch, and
na mmore, svhich e has often, and largely
quoted, with the names of the writers;  as also
the book of the Adls, which he ascribes to
Yauke, und 4welve epistles of St Paul, most of
chem, with the names of the churches. or
ersons, 0 whom they weve sent. Fle hag
kewise qguated the fivst opistic of St Peter,
ana the hret and secord of St John, and the
ook of the Bevelenons, as St Gdohids, and

‘F
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&
[$
%4

‘..ﬁh

*»

wiritien in the time of the cinperor Donutian .

and there are 1 bhan oy -t:“;:.pi'(:..-ﬂ:}h'nm 1¢sl-

aa B Lr - 3 *r i'--jq'll"" i 1 ‘-1.' ' * e T
tying his goent regurda 2or ihiese seripiures.

10 1 thoaght these  Gestimovies ners ot
epificieant, and hat more voould e so, Bowondd
produce more testunonies, o convaics you on
whot foundatcn this asserton vests, thai @ theyo
was no such book s the new t*;?f-;m:{fmmﬁ t1lt
yoore thon three  hundred vears after the time

hot Christ s said to have hved 79

Sy

b tne gooscant ot Wir, Wakotield's reply to the second
conpd of o Age of Reason, in the Analytwea) Review fo:
Docember, 1705, the woriter eays, © Meo W, seeins here to
have mistaken BMr, Poine’s meaning ¢ if the whole passage
Be constdered, i wnll parlaps apyear, that My, Poovefers (o
(e Bume, wben the cimon wao settled, aad the hitherte

s¢At-
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Sc much for the testimony of christian wniters
inn the apostolic age, and part of the sccond
century (for we have proceeded no lower) n
fayour of the genuineness of the books of the
new testarnent. But though we have done
with this ground of cvidence, there s another
circumstance which demands oor aitention,
it on which I presumce we may safely rest,
and that s, the exestence ot thoese books., 1t is
an easy matfer to talk about torgeries ard im-
posttions, and with these words the generality
of wfidels tnay find themsclies satistied. But

. - ﬂ . 2 LTy " R b A . L
Wi chat SCTICHESLY consiaers the frame and con-

shtution

scattered scripoares, were colledied mto ence voliaue, or as

ne afterwards seys, when the new tesuameny was fonmedt
1ntn @ hook.”

I conress, that on brst reading the work,  wag inclined
to adopt the same opinton; but on more matare refleclion,
and on considering whot design such an ambiguity ofex-
pression must have tmplied, whatever I micht think ol Mr.
Paine as o wraer o the salyedl of velision, i could noi
cutertain so bad an opinien of him as a wrax.  IMr. P, could
not have meant that his uninforined  readers should put this
construdlion on the passage, and with respect to others, he
mast have knowin, that the question, avhern 2he eanon of
seripture was settfed, oF wwhen the newe festoment wurs formeed
si2to @ Book, 1s just as forcign to the purpose of his argument,
as wvzen it was iransiaizd, awhen i woas prmz‘rr:f O CY I Tuiachs
i was bound.
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stitution of LhC’ human mind, the state of learming
and philosophy at the commencement of chris-
tlanity. the degrees of knowledge which could
be acquired even by the most studious and
nquisitive, and particularly the situation and
sieans of unproverment of those who must have
written these books: and then reads themn with
yupartiality and attention; reflects on ther
number, magnitude, varnely and minuteness of
detail : on the principles, dmﬂrinﬂs, precepts,
fadts and examples which they contain 5 indeed,
nn thay singuiariy i every part, can cr‘mceix-*a
ihe possitiliy of, @ “‘-("hf’l'ﬂk; > torge such wrihings
cver enfering into the mind of one mun, meh
more of such a nanber of men ; thenr actually
:f?,:\;:;:r_:m,ing thiz scheme, and their sniccess 1n
impnsing thiew forged works upon the world as
cenuine ¢ Supposing atl thes, not only pos:zthie,

.
but a&iuallv to bave talen place, wo 511&;1 then

come 1o the argument of the author of the age
ot reason,  Let us contemplate it o oall ata
dimmensions. Lt s stmpiy this o from the contra-
diTions, which he bas pointed out,  these forged
wrirings, 1t appears that christianity is an i
vost-c,  If christianity could have heen so
easily overturned, the merit of overtuwramg it
would not have been reserved for the author ot
the age of reason. at the clase of the eighizenth

coentury.
Bt
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FBut even if we were to allow all his premises,
we should find ourselves no nearcer to his con-
~lusion.  Porgery supposes Truth; as coun-
terfeit imphies reality. Were not the bookswhiels
we uow have genuine, 1t has been proved that
ihiere were genuine books from which they must
wmve peen taken ;oand even if weware to allow,
in opposition te this weight ol positiive and
direct evidence, that there were no books wrie-
ten within the three first cenfurices, or none
H.*hi(:h are now extant, we are obliged to allow
that ihe Ao must have been e, to account
for the cxistence of the bf:mi{s @t that period.
he suthor of the age of reason acknowledge:,
fhat  the writers, whoever thoy were, have not
adled in concerted nnposition.” "Phis circum-
stance then ar once acconnts for the real or
appurcnt iwcousisiencies 1 tho {)Gokﬁﬁa, and 1
fcave him te acceount 'ﬁ}r the agreaneni. Ny
fmends, 1t 13 not the chrmstian, not even the
weakest christian, who alone mcurs the imputa-
tiore of credality and implicit faith, Whena
pofitive svstem of infidelity shall onee be exhi-
hited to the world, when the fadts shall have
Feen attempted to be accounted for, as they
have hitherto been only by M. Gibbon, it
will then appear, upon the comparison, which

systern 1 the wore mivaculous. 1 deserves
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particolar atteation, and this argument 1s wely
Ahistrated by Dir. Priestley in his veply to Mr.
Evanson, that the ewistence of christiaaity,
by which 1 mean, as was before abscrved,
the divige mission of Jesus Christ, his mracles
and his resurvedtion from the dead ; and let e
oas e mest nnpor tant dodirives of his
echeion, the unity and goodness of God, and
2 future state @ dees aof depend  wpon  the
crsthenticity  of any books whatever,  but iy
supported by disiind® and ndependant evidence.

Ao there 1s 2 beantrful analogy betweeny natural

aret 1evesled velirion ;s as o fadct they are the
e, the latter only exbibiting clearer hght,
andd more convincing  evidence ;. as the diffi-
culties which afivet the one, atfedt also tho
othier, wo the arguments m stopport of both are
drawn from 1h<? saitic source.  indeed ntlowiny
ouly Ahe perfedfions of Gad, and there appears
wnt hittie dithenlty i proving the truth of
chrstianity @ for  the arguinents  agminst i,
o hon nushed to the utmost fength, amount to
chis, 1hal Grod cannot possibly gnve urevelation,
or ronder the dodétrine of a future state more
crodible,  than o i, by the hight of reason.
A~ cvery paio of the great systemn of nature ; as
svory o oonimal, paant or leat; or the smallest

O~
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conceivable part of any amimal, plunt or lewd,
proves the existence of a Deity ; wo there arc
thousands and ten thousands of fadts, everyone
of which stands as an cffed&t without a cause,
apon the supposition that Christianity 1s an
unposture.  Not only the rapid progress ot the
Christian relignion at first, i sweh corcranséances
and by swch insrrioments ;. not only its existence
at this day, notwithstanding ali the opposition
which 1t has met with; each of which 1w the
anatogy of nature, may be compared to a system
of worlds : but even the conversion of a0 i~
dual, irnmediately after the death of Christ, whach
i the analogy of nature may be compared to the
existence of any one being, 1s totally and abse-
fately inexpiicable, if the truab of the general
nistory be deniced.  But to come 10 o few fadls
which e deserving of parucudar attention
Hor the exastence of chnistianity, the number of
its professors, and therr sufferings at this carly
period,  we have not only the aunthority  of
christian writers, but of encmes. Tacilus,
ihe Romun histortan. who wos many  years
contemporay with John, bang born AL D. 61,
says, that “am Nero's days there was a mul-
titude of christians, not only 1w Jndea but an
fiome, against whom Nero raised such a per-

e tion
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scecution  as moved the compassion of thetr
cnemics 10 he says expressly that 9 Christ was
the author of the Christian name, and that he
vas put to death by Pontius Piate the Roman
procurator for Tiberius Casar.”*  Suclonius
fikewrse f:*:::p;:m:e;ly mentions the punithments

wnfiiéted nipon the christians hy Naro. -

Phny the younger, 1 a letter to the emperor
Trejan, o this subjed, watien about the year

ey

107, says that < mujuindes of both sexes, DT
sons of every rark, were intedled with this
superstiflo, which was got mte ifillzlrf*f?s,. 483
wetl as orties, zo that ol he hegan to oai the

Laws 1o ovecutlon against thern, the temples of
the heatheu  deities were alinost deseried.”
Y luelan, o work of his on the death of
Pervomnus, writfen about the vear 170, ac-

M

.- -L-‘ ) -*-_ .. __‘I . p-'-l I ‘_, .,- 1 .
Lnowle ‘;%c s thns Y e foaanaer of the « hrstian

'-i-.-ﬂ'

religton was crucifiea in Palestine ; that those
men called ehustians had strong hol)c:ﬁ GEoun-
mortal ife and 2 grent contemnt dor thas world
snd s enjovroents;  thal they conrageonsly
endured afflictions cn socount of thewr nrsne
cinies 3 that honesty prevalled so wuch among
thaan., thal they trasted one another without

SCCUMTY

* Ann, boavo e dad P Sucton, Nero. cap 10
U Lardnays Works Voi 8, n 73
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sccurity, and that therr master carnestly recom-
mended to them muwtual love, by which they
were muach distinguished.,”  "LUhe peets * Mar-
tral and - Juvenal, allude to the sufferings of
the Christians @ the cmperor ¥ Marcus Antoninus
mentions them as cxamples of an obstinate
contempt of death; § Epictetus spcaks of the
fortitude wath which the Galilzane endnred
Ctortsents, and {Gu.iell the celebrated Physician,
uses the obstinacy of christians i defeniding
thewr tenets as o proverbral expression. But of
all the writers of the sceeud century, who did
not believe chnstiamity, Celsus is the most re-
markable. He mentions no spurious hooks,
bitt allows that the books of the vew testament
were written by the writers whoso names they
bear ; and from them he makes so many ¢x-
tracre, that all the principal {adts in the chrs-
o history vught be token from the fragmoents

his works, as preserved by Origen. e
does not pretend 1o deny the fadts, not even
ihe miracies, but labours to account for them:
on principles of magic s and uchnowledges that
the. Jows, about that period, exvelled their
Miessigh, Chrysostom says of nim, and of

*“ {.1p. x, Eplgr. 2 4 Sav i, ver. 1345, 3 Looxi Beft, 2

& L.wv. e 7. I Lardocrs werks, Vol & p 91,

¥ Porphyry
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Porphyry anoibeor adversary of cliristianity™,

““ they are sutficient witnessex {o the antiguity
i .

of sur books s for 1 presume they did not oppose
ariongs which have been published since thar
time.”  The Emperor Jubhian,$ an aveterate
ericrny of the gaspel, says expressly that © Jesus,
while be hived did nothing worthy haa, exeept
oporaont suppose  that to heal crroples and
piing pevsons and {o exorcise dermoniacs in 1hc—z
vitlages Bethsaida and Bethany be preat works,

e allows the :-:11‘111(‘&“:.111'v of the tour ﬂ*(w])ciﬁ

A the adis of the apostles, and s0 qm}tm

ihemy, as (o ndunate thot 1.]1:‘:3, were the mz,_):

ntiientic heobts received by the chrestinns as
4::(mm‘irﬁng the history of Christ and his ﬂ.pO!-‘-‘aﬂCF:

and the doctrine preached by them,  He ailows

thetr curly dute and even argaes fov it he
acknowicdge s there weremuiutaae: of christians
i Grovee and fraly before St John wrote his
rospel 5 he condesses vhat Corneliag tho |

Ronan
oenturion at Ceesarca,  and

5(*‘3.1‘.[5::1155 Paulns
proconsil of Cvprus werve converted (o the faith

of the gospely though helaboured to overthrow

reitrion, he has confirmed il
1}'..; R

Fis argaiments a,_r; unust i are pevfectly harmless,
‘- .
and ihoagh

o

che Uhristian

f

- justly oxcepts to some things

Fodavdner, V.3, poy i Lardner, V. B, p. 410.
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then introduced inte Chistianity, he has not
niade one objedtion of moment against it as
contained 1 the penuine and suthentic books
of the new testarmoent

it more testimonies to the truth of ithe fadls
be required, they may casily be adduced 5 but
I {ear I have exhausted your patience. "Lhe
unportance of the subjedt must be my apology.

As 1 conceived these two grounds of evideac,
to be at this titne most necessary  to be wader-
stood, as contaming in thern a refutatiun of the
cssertions of a modern unbeliever, I have hecn
more particular in the explication of them than
[ shall be of those which reimain. Wiath respect
to the comipleiton of prophecies, a ground of evi-
dence which 1 doubt not will every day receive
aceessions of strength @ 1t 1s not in my power,
1t present, to enter into so imnute a detail as
thie nnportance of the subjedl demands. Toose
who wish for more complete mformation, 1
would refer to 8ir Isaac Newtons ¢ observations
<n the prophecies of Daniel, and the apocalypse
o fSt. John ) to Lowman ¢ on the revelations,
and to bishop INewton's ¢ dissertations on tho

-2

prophccicﬁ. I beg leave however ta observe to
vou, that 1 is a fact, allowed by Fleathen and

D) Jewish,

Aty
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Jewish, as well 25 by Christian writers, that
beforc and during our Saviour’s time, the Jews
cere i ewpedtation of the appearance of an
cxtraordinury person, whom they calied thuir

Messiah, Tht‘:. many 1nsurrections of the Jews,
under impostors professing themselves to be the
Wiessiah, are s proct of this expedctation, whic!

was also common to the Samaritans who had no
intercourse with thcr:l.. 1'he prophecies of ke
oid testarnent  cicarly foretel that z ¥ person
woild arrse, of ‘1110: fornily of Dzwh_l;k whilc
‘e second temple was standimy, who weould be
ampentfor the plety, wisdom, and benevolence
‘F' tus character ¢ that he would perform many
wondorful works 5 that novwithstanding these,
he would be rowecled by the Jows; that great

RS T ey w4 § o | S . . N
calamities would Lo brought ore the Jows {or
rejecting hiva, and thot the Kinodom of God

vould, nyv Ins means, be published fo ihe
crenties, and diffuse selt, coven to the enda

+f the earth, destroving rduiatry, wherever it
DG, ar:nd establishing true religion and righ-
ccousness, The dispersion and presert state of
vhe Jews, 15 a2 circumstance which particularly
demands your attention, and their preser stion
as 7 dwlindt peeple s one of the most signal and

-!lh:- - a . I"* L N 1 r " 'ln :L:
Vil 1R, B HI 0 § o4 S04 Y R A AR VRN G
-l er
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illustrious acts of divine providence . The
Hfty-third chnpter of Isaiah, which was certainiy
written several hundred years betore the fing
of Christ, coutains so »ccorate a description of
fsis state, sufferings, and charadier, that it
might be read with advantage as part of his
history. "The most remarkable prophecy deli-
vered by our baviour Inmsclf, 1s that on the
sicge and  destruction of Jeruselem, which is
imcontrovertibly proved to have been recorded
before that event took place, and is, in cvery
part of 1t, conlinned by the hitory of Josephus,
2 Jew, and an enemy (o chrstianity, affer the
catastrophe.  The accelerated progress of the
vospel  nnmediately  after the destruétion of
Yerusalem, 1s a strking ilustration of the reality
of the predic¢tion.  "The prophecies conzcerning
Antichrist, which have been supposcd to refer
sxclusively to the church of Rome, (though
that 18 doubduss emphatically deseribed by
them), have probably a much more extensive
apphc ation , and refer, not 0111}»’“ 10 every gssume-
cd power of decrecing rites and cercmonies,
and authoritatively interfering in matters of faith:
but tc that general corruption of dodélrines,
orinciples and wmorals, which has so long pre-

P See Newton's Inffertatione, Differt. 5
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vailed among the professors of christianity.
Lvery thing which s contrary to the purity
and snnphicity of the christian veligion, as well
as cvery arrogaed right to didtate to the con-
sciences of nthers, 1s truly and properly anti-
chrastion.  Tow far this deseription may apply,
cither (o mdividuals or budies of men, let theny
mvportially examine and determine for theimn-
welves,

Car Saviour’s question, @ when the soun of
man cometh shatl he iind fath on thwe carth 27
comupared with St. Paud’s declaranon o the
Thessalonians, hat ¢ thae day shall not come

.cept there be a fudlng away first,” ov anapos-
fucy {rom the tth, 18 a arcuinstance of o very
pectthiar nature : it s a4 eorcwnstance which,
may safely be nssorted, no onposter cver would
baroe prediéted, and which converts the opuo-
cition which 15 mode to the gospel, nto o
sdriking  arguwment i ats support. Fhe evi-
dence arsing from the completion of predidted
cvents, dosorves at 2is Jore o be very seriously
attended o, as there 18 reason 1o apprehend
rcoin the megnituds of causes which are now
operating, and which have been lovked f(or Dy

-
-

MEALY JUAICIOus  inwerorelers 0 soripture, that
creat chrouges will shortly tuke place m the

stafe
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state of the world, which will probably be of
such a vature as to confirm the creditnlity of
divine revelation, and to produce a conviction
of the rcality of the prophecics, both of the old
and new testament, 1 cvery nnvartial, consi-
derate and well disposed mind.

The presuinptive and colloteral cvidence n
iavour of the gospel, opens upon us so wide
ficld of speculation, thut 1t is impossible 1o
enicr inte 1t at present; we ena thercfore only
view it at a distance, and hastily sketeh a tew
of ithe objedts whick are indistindtly perceived.
The evidence which we have been considering,
is chietly of a ired? and posihve nature ; the
iternal evidence is derived from the excellence
of the whole scheme, particularly with reterence
to its end, the moral and religiows mprove-
ment, and in conseguence of this, the presead
and futare happiness of mankind.  All other
cvidence in favour of divine revelation, may be
classed nnder the heed of gresungitive, or col-
laveral evidence. "To this head mayv be referred,
what many vmbelievers if they would only follow
thewr principles to their legitimate conclusion,
would be led to deny, the possidilizy of a divine
revelation ; and to this head may hikewise be
referred, the aniecedent prodability of it tron the
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perfections of God, and the nature ard circum-
stances of man.  Dr. Leland, a writer to whomn
the cause of reveuled religion s under many
obligations, has furishud as with two volumes
dire¢tly ou the subject, which are as entertaining
as they wre useful and instractive ; the title of
hi= work s ““the advantege and necessity of
tte chrsuian revelation, shewn trom the syvate
of religion 1 the antent Heathen workld, esoe-
ciallv with respeet to the knowiedge of the one
true God:oa rule ol moral duty and u state of
tutire rewards and nwsshments.” Fhe great
opperiance of the usiovics, precepts, promiscs,
threatenings, and pr QIJ].'JC‘{ ies contmned 1 the
scripture, ancther psrt of the presamiptive evi-
denee = given i an adrmirable secount of the
whole by I2r. Hartley. "Lhe general charadior
of our Savieur, hm partiruiar mode of instruc-
nony the ife, charadter and manner of writing
of the ;?:':rostlcjohrta , the conversion, aposticship
and subsequent condudt of Si. Punl, as illus-
iraed by D Dhuchal 1o bas ¢ Bermons o the
prosirnptive evidence of Christranity,” and ile
st hikesdise by Lord Lyttelion, are mnportont
oorts of this olass of evidence.

Many excellent arguments are contaned and
wadticatiy lastrated o the ¢ Observations on

,r,- -~
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our Lord’s condudt as a divine Instrudtor, and
on the excellence of his moral charaéter;™ by
v, Newcome, the present Avchbisbop of
Armagh. The conduct of Judas Iscariot, who
certainly, if cur Saviour had been zn mmpostor
must have known it, and in his own detence
would have published it, aflfords in iself a
strong presumptive argurent of the truth of
Christianity. ¢ The manner in which the
syvidences of the gospel were ofiginaily proposed,
the advantages of this manner, and the benefit
which Christiamty has derived frorn opposition,”
illustrated in the dissertation of Dr. Gerard,
itkewise deserve particular attention.

The time, and all the circumstances in which
Christianity was introduced into the world ; the
impossibility of deception in the first converts,
and the reasons we have to believe they would
not have attempted to deceive others, and the
absolute tmpossibility of success in this attempt,
strike the mind with a convi¢tion whicl 15 1n
proportion to its comprehension.  The sacrifices
which were made by the first christians, and
the many other presumptive, as well as positive
arguments in {avour of Christianity, which are
brought forward by Archdeacon Paley i bis

A two
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two volumes of evidence; and the wany unde~
sigined concidences 1 the writings of St Paud,
compared with the adts of the Apﬂstie:‘s, whlc!'f
he hos pomted out in bis Horae Paubne, con-
stitute a body of evidence which will outweigh'
all the arguments of the opposers of Chistianits,,
rom Celaug fo the writers of the present day.
in short the prosumpave and collateral evidoences
arc Ci such a nature, so varivns and so pesverful,
that if we had no oibier sufficient proofs of the
authenticity  of ihe seriptures: 1t we had noe

{ historical proofs of the truth of the fadfts ;
we had no prophecies remanune; we sheuld nor
vunt  evidence suflicient  f¢ convince  overy
impartiol and angusitive mmd, that the grea
ﬁm:.ts on whici Christianity rests, rnust actualiy
have taken piace, and that the account which
we have of these facts i the watings of the
Gew  cestanient, carries witn o suthaent ere-
Aibility.

4 rﬂl

But the subject, even if we had conidered

every thing which may be cnmprchﬁ-nﬂm} unter

thie last bead, is not exhausted. The internal
cvidence, which all wnay understand, 15 of itself
soanthicient ground of behef in the divine

authority of the christran religios

particutarly to be attended {o, that whatever

vi deserves

dodtrines
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doc¢trines the most enlightened reason may be
able to. discover, whatever rules of duty it inay
be able to tay down, whatever motives to the
practice of the sublimest virtue it may he able
to suggest; all these are included in Chnistianity.
20 that nothing can be more inconsistent, than
for a real friend of natural religion, one who
behieves inthe existence, perfedétions and provi-
dence of God, and particularly in a future state,
to treat the christian religion with contempi.
It a person be a friend te the best interests of
mankind ; 1f he wih to sce every man around
hin honest, faithiul, and sincere s if he wish o
sec no vice as the cause, and no muisery as che
offeét s 1if he wish to sce radical veforms in
civil and raiigrous mstitutions brought about
without any previous evil; if he wish 1o see
War and Sruvery barished from the carth for
ever; 1t he wish to sce mar, in every nstance,
the brether and the friend ot man, bhe will wish
to be o wilness of the gencral prevalence of
Christianity.  lLet Chrnstiamaly be but onvce
known, believed, and pradiised, and all these
consequences witl ensue,  The mistortune has
hitherto been (thank God however not without
many exceptions), tnat men have been nonurial
and ot jewl christinns. A profase, a cruel

LB %
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a proud, a1 ambitious, a covetous man, 1s naot
in the true sense of the word, a Christinn., The
standard of perfection, which was given by
Christ, 18 not o be brought down to the con-
duét of mankind. Tet not the gospel suffer
for the faults of 1ifs nconsistent professors.

endued with resson a&t érvationally,

wfé

Reia
and  pPersons ,..-Wrmred with the light of the
oospel At pontresy to s Injundiions, et not
reasen be blamed i the one oase-—let not
Chrisitamiy be censured in tl" other. One
raod offed of that infidelity which is at present
~o general. and which, when it docs not pra .
seerd from worse caases. 15 often ihe result of
auperficial thinking, of g mind affecled by, and
accusiomed to dwell apon trifics, of pride of
ntelledt, and of 2 incapacity {o grasp a
whole, and which wmy concenuence of these causes
will probatdy merecase 19 such a cepree, os to
comprehenda the majeridy, 1=, that 1t will bring
profces cra of fuith in Christ 1o their first prin-
~ipies,  snd owndl purity Christiansty, both o
codiringe and m predtices in other words, ot
witt fond 1o wahibit the rehgron of Jesus Chiriet
to the world, i its true fight, and to restore it
to its native energy and vigour.  YWhat 1s the
«pivit. whuat are the precents, or ‘the morad

duites of ithe gospel? ©F thou shalt love the

L.o0rd
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L{)rﬂ thy God, with all thy heart, soal, and
trength, and thy neighbour as  thy-elif”
“ Plessed are the purc in heart, for they ¢hall
sce God.” ¢ Blessexr are the meek, fo they
shall inhcrit the earth.” < Blessed uare the
peace-nakers, for they shall be called the cliil-
aren of God.”  ° "Whatsoever ye would that
men should do unto you, duye cven so wunto
them.” ¢ God hath not givewn us the spirtt of
car, but of power, of love and of a sound
mind.”  “ Let love be without dissirulation ;
abhor that which is evil, cicave to that which is
good.” “ Rcjoice with them that do rejoice,
and ween with them that weep.” < If it be
possible, as much as licth in you hive peaceably
with all inep.” ¢ If thinc cnemy hunger, feed
hing, if he thirst, grve him diink, for by sc
domg thou shalt melt him to repentance.”
““ Whatsoever tuings are true, whatsoever things
arc honest or henourable, whatsoever things
arc just, whatsoever things are pure, lovely and
of good report, if there he any praise, and if
there be any wirtue, think on these things.”
“ Put on as the eledd of God, bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbieness of mind, meekness, long
suffering, forbearing one another, forgiving one
another, if any man have & quarrel against any,

[ ]

even as Christ forgave you, so also-do ye ; and
above
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above all these things put on charity, which 1s
the bond of perfedtion.” ¢ Purc religion, nnd
undefifed before God and the Father 1s this, to
vistt the f{atherless and the soidows 1 therr
afflictinn, and to keep himself unspotted from
the world.”  ““'Fo them who by a patient con-
bnuance o well-doing seck for giory, honour
and unmortihty, God will give eternal hife.”
ihese consutute pact of the wnternal evidence
of christianity, and I may venture to say that
the more vhey are studied, the more the new
testament s read, the more convy n(‘.it'}g will this
eviclence appear. On this subjodt e, "Toulmin's
“ Insserintions on the aternal evidences aad
cxcelience of christianity, and on the charadler
of Christ, compared with that of some other
colebrated fonaners of rehgi and philosophy

sodeserving vouar tvention, as hikewise, ¢ Mr.

Wakeficld's remnoves on tna lernat evidenees

afthe chestian veligion,”
Fle culargement on thiz pact of the sabjedt has

L] il

‘H"‘:."-. cuicd o me & diinea l*} fov owiieh f oo I

ey

L

cheoanomient 1o cali
nnkoed, §s thea a Xnowledge of ihe preces ing

vour attention. it nay be

croutds of evideace, and the perusat of all the

ponkz which have Been wmovtioned absoivtel v

-

necessaiy - bwould asio o My inrn, necensary
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for what ?  Certainly not for & roatienal and
well-founded belief i Chnsfianmity 3 but ag
couviclion, ut present, scems so mich more
difficult or. onc side than on the other,
it ypay properly be recommended, {or your
own sccurity, and to cnuble you to answer

oy

w1l the objeltions of hdels, Vhere the
poisonn has been msinuated, the antidote inust
be adioimsiered 3 wlhere Chrstianity has  beces
attacked 1t inust be defended, and certainty
with a view of furiushing cvery persen of com-
mon ability, with complete armour tor tios
purpose, what has been laid before you s not
more than you had a rigat to expedt, though
it may be more than 1s absolutely necessary,

A sigficient ground for & beliel in the divine

orgin of the christian reiigion muy be tard betore

Vil I 1 f(JW WO 'd 1. ]?' ?5 { /J;, Oredtesd !J]é’,)‘j;,,'l}{{;

&H
which was ever enjoyed ¢y menfindg. 70 ILvery
gooa and perfect oift is from above :nd cometh
down from ihe fother of hights, with whom 1

no variablencss neither shadow of turning.”

It was not my intention, in this dlc’s(,,(')UlbL?
to consider the contradictions, which Nr, Faine

anagines he has pownted out in the scriptures.
Ft‘\l .
i ey
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'T'hiey have nothing {o do with the subje@. Had
there been none, thet crrcumstunce alone wouald
not have established the trath of christianity,
nor would 1t have made him a believer ; on the
contrary, it wouid have been sufficient to excite
a suspicion of colluston.  In all wrrtings of the
historicai kind, and n all accounts given by
eye witnesses, these circurnstanfial mconsistenw
cics will apoear. They are in themsclves a very
strong prnoi of the truth of the principal facts.
in L-, can’s Pharsaite, where be is giving a geo-
;f:;]:-: phvcal description of Thessaly, he places
ant Pclion in the north, which 2t ancient
bistorans sav 53 11 the south, and both he and
Virgil cave made a yeographical mistake n
confounding P‘hlipp1 with Pharsalia. It inay
not. however, Do improper just o mention
that with respedd 1o the forer of oar Lord’s e
cifixion, the three evangehsts who wrote defore
e destrudtion of JLI‘LH"’H"‘IT! usea the Jewash
mode of compulation; and John, who wrole
afier that cvent, when it woudd have been un-
sopular to write as a jew, and probably was no
bonger done under the Roman government,
adopted the mode of computation then in use,
a1 this circamstance renders the accounts
perfcdily coincident, o

L he
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T'he fadts respelting our Saviour’s resurrec-
tion, and his different appearances are, { think,
harmonized by Mr. West ; but whether they
be or not, the great fal? of bis resurreSiion is,
L trust, sufliciently ascertained. To his hook on
this subject, and to the sermon of Dr. Priestley,
I woula refer those who wish tor more particular
informaiion,

Before I conclude, it may not be amiss to
give you one sentence on the word LFriest,
which 1s 80 hberally used i the publication we
nave alluded to.  If the person last mentioned ;
1 cissenting ministers of any description, and
particularly wnfarien dissenters, besides the
general obloquy athxed to their charalter
besides thenr exclusion from the English uni-
versities, and fromn all posts of honour, power
zod protit ; besides the pecuniary sacrifices

‘hich many of them make, are to be treated
vnth odivnm as FPriests : they may likewise with
equal justice, have the term suldiers of Jesus
Chnrist dpph-:d o thes, as a nlt,a for fixing upon
them whatever disapprobation and censure may

be supposed to attach to the mulztary profession.

5o much for testimony, fadt and argument.
I cuannot conclude without one appeal to sen-

rment,  Are we, if we are to give up all belief
Cr 1)
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i rovealed velignon, 1o give up likewnse all the
finer feelings of the human mund 3 all the plea-

ures of devotion, and all the endearments of
su:cil::;l and  relative connedtions, which  scem
niconsistent wiil modern systeins of mfidelity !
Arewe to give up all these, and i addition e
these, all relish for the subliine, the heanontiful
and the pathenie, ana afl the principles ot iacte
mocomposiiion 7 Ave we te believae that ihere
s o sublinity 1 the Pralns, in Job, m Isainb
anid the propheis: nothing beautihul and pathetic
e sfory of Joseph noithing ~simple and
fercsting i the story of Ruath, are vwe to read
sucht passsyes as the following without one icn-
dev oot s AN bonpi the fir iree shail ot
slossom, wenter shall fruot e on ihe wine, the
{churs of ihe olrve shall fuwild, and the [folls sbafl
3 jetel TILERE AW Fie /’?:‘J(-‘f:’.t‘ Jfgﬁr?f{? Do ciet r,* ’frf}'rj;f?f fZ?;S:"
‘_f’i'}] J”J ited 1hesc chall Do ons Derdd e 1he Jnt”&‘ s yel
Favill rejoice e the Lovd, awd I o<osil joy w0 ihe
Ciod of my calvation 2 1 the veligious {eelings
ave to o be quite cinlied ;s if eve 1)" act whieh 1s 2
itatural thplt‘ﬁ‘wt-'ﬂ {‘Ji 1. hiﬂ Or ‘ixl" L tCI*dCH(‘}
o excile them, ir to be denominated supersti-
tovs: i all the tender charmties which wingle

the sweetest i*:w‘i'ttdicms 17 ine oup o) hunian

fe are fo be deemed o criminal weakness,
sthill-——wwe beve, slas ! but fcw pleastres remain-

1N gL
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ing—-let us preserve the pleasures arising: from a
cefined and cultivated taste. The pleasures
arising from a refined and cultivated taste : cvery
thing that can adorn, diguify. and exalt Inunan
nature is connedted with Rehgon.

And have not the woral precepts of - chris-
tranity 2 just right te the character of superiour
cxcellernce ¢ May we in other writings {ind as
pf:ﬂ”tr&. rules for the diredtion of our conduet in
every  circamstance ot hie? Where 2 O
whaore, professed fnend of nataral veligion, wo
F oo lock for this invalunable tressure ! 1 wall
not rejedt i, as voudo my rule of duty, but 1
will press it to my heart, and read 1t oiternately,
mornig and evening, with oy able !

-

Wiy BreEadarEN,

Whatever may be the fate of the evidences of
chistramty, the precepts of chrstransty, which
require the uimost purity of heart and mnocence
of lite, the most Jdiffusive philanturopy, and the
most raonal and {ervent piety, are perfedte
they are calculated {o promote ¢ peace o carth
and good will amoug merl” VW hatever may be
thouoht ot the gvidences of christiavity, the 4oe-
/rines of christianaty are perfect. Thev ave, that
there 1s one God: that this God s Love ; thot
he requires to be worzhipped in spirit and in

truth ;
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truth; that the sole end of his government is the
happiness of his creatures ; that the present world
is a state of probation ; that it is the nursery of
minds, where they are to be trained up to a capa-
city for everlasting happiness, and finally to be
transplanted to a soil, where they will grow and
flourish through all the ages of eternity.  "These
are the dotrines of christianity. By some, |
know they will ‘'be comsidered as consisting of
very few articles. But the greatest distindtion
which can subsist between one man and ano-
ther, is that which subsists betwecn the man-
who firmly believes, and a&ls upon these few
principles, and the man who believes them not,
and acts upon his system. The time perhaps 1s
fast approaching, when all other distinétions
will be lost in this; when men will be divided
into those who believe in and fear God, who
believe in and obey Christianity, and those who
are not of this description.  In comparison with
this distinction, all other differences among
men, are trifles light as air. Let us regard
cvery man who adopts this beliet, as a brother.
As a brother, indced, let us regard every indivi-
dual of the human race, and let us endeavour,
with all our might, to make every one a brother
by rehigion, as well as by natare.  Let us con-
tend, most earnestly contend, not for the chris-
tianity of any particular national establishment,
not
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not {or the christianity of any particular set or
party, but for the christianity of the new testa-
ment. Let uscontend, most earnestly contend, for
the faith once delivered to the samts. Let the only
weapons which we make use of in this contest
be reason and argument, and, what is.of still
morze commanding influence, a life regulated by
the precepts and example of Christ.  Let us be
- not merely speculative, but practical christians,
Christianity1s a systemnotsomuch of speculation;
as of pradtice. Let us shew to all the world,
by the purity of our hearts and the active use-
fulness of our lives, that we bave been with Jesus,
and bave learned of hur.  Let us shew by every
part of our conduct in our intercourse with man-
kind, that we are the true followers of that
master, whose life was virtue in a human form-—
the consistent disciples of that teacher, whose
first, last lesson to the world was LOVE.

I N IS,

*.% Some of the obscrvations on prophecy, the enlarge-
ment on the presumptive and internal evidence, and a few
sentences in the body of the Discourse, have been added

since the title page was printed off,
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