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. BE not offenc-d with my title-page, and proceed no fur-
“ther; for I can cisuze you, ¢ Truth has nothing to fearfi~m
davestigation.” I vou be a slave-holder, and truth is on
your side of the questicn, you need not be uneasy ; for not
_all that I can wiiie, v or do, and ten thousand more such,
can turn truth into ischood: for every thing that can be
said against it, will . n2liv tend to make t shine with the
- greater lustrewsaS: (22 ¢ opposed 10 reading pamphlets; 60
" 'giﬂeéd any other L2, but the Bible ; bLut it should scem,
thot the same arg:..uts thut would operate aguinstreading
pamphlets and other Looks, would be good against hearing
~ sermons, or mich’s verbal expositions on the Scriptures.
The contents ¢f the following.pages, arc not the resuit cf
_the prejudice ¢f educaticn, interest, -or hasty counclusions
made up in the-hoat ¢f zeal; but the cool and impurtial ex-
- amination of nearly thirty years. Hud I have been goverred
by the prgjuciees” of education, popularity, or what some
would fals¢}y call ry own interest, I should now have been
the owncer 6f a considerable number of wretchiod slaves : but
- all these, vwith every other obstacle, had to give way to v
viction, ti:> sweets of a good conscience, and what 1 theawad
~still cer ~ "y to be the real interest of my couniry, filow.
creatures an:d family,
* In pursuisg this subject, I have endeaveured o5 much oz
possible, to zvold dropping any thing from my pen, (I
might scem rule or iasulting 5 but after all, Tam (00,
that some of my auimadversions cod reniarks, on sundoe
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occasions, will apr rather tart.  So thus T 7 be experte
ence, the truth of Mr. offerson’s observa:™ oL Lot inipos.
sible to bz tempeorate and parsue thissubjo threugh the v
rious considirations of policy, of morals, of histore, n. i
ral and civil,”? P
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I request my reader-, uhcn théy + ¢t with any remark
that scems to bear hard, ‘that they will recollect, that I had
sin and not persons in vicw.

The subject I have had under examination, and now ofter
to the consideraticn ‘of the public, is very unpopular, and
therefore, 1 have not the least expectation of cmo\umcnt or
applausc: butasa citizen of the world, and a friecnd to all
maakind, lm'c th-oght it dut) to cast iy mite into the pub-

lic tri. sU"V‘ vtih (mou vvery cmall) Iupc may be aceep-
Bie v L 'God, and in the end, prove a blessm« to my
‘ C‘ ‘:V.'l'YQ A

ey candid * eritick, who shall pvmt out m} errors,
tl.-: I may acknowledge, and as far as pozsihic amend them,
I .l csteem my friend : as for cavillers, 1 expectno mer-
c; irom them, and shall pay no attentisn to them. Butl

5 °d give mysclf no concern o this bz, for as a great man
oice obsery ed,,“ If tyrants were to reed my vook, I should
have every thing to fear, but yrants no s or feed.”

Finally, I have the happiness to RS My readers, fecl as
they may towards me and my littl bac’t, that Tam the enc-
my “of no person or socic: ty of ord. nmp.e on this glche;
but most sincercly desire the ; ~cuv @« prosperity of tiie
Church of Christ and my couiiiy ¥, a:d the just and cqual
rights of ali mankizd ; and hope th »v will not always cs.
teem me thieir * encmy, because [ tell them the truth.”

D. BARROY.

Montgomery Cnunt) , Rentucky, ' ..
| Aua'ust 27th, 1801. .
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THIS is asulject that has called the attention of the wi.
 gest, the greatest, and perhaps the best men in the world.—
It is a subject on which much has been said and written, for
and against, with Sppeals to the highest nuthbritiesz that can
be applied to in this world ;=—notwithstanding all, st still re.
mains a dispute : ——as }f we had no certain standard by which
it might be finally. determined.—~And perhaps it would be
pleasing to scme, to rest the matter here, and give oursclves
no further trouble on the subje a-ﬁouﬁ'm there is one
~ thing relative to this matter, certain with te, and [ think ic
il be mdmitted by 8l ¥z, That Jvoluntary, Thmerired,
Hereditary Slavzi v, is cestainly right, oritis certainly wrong ;
and if this be admit\‘cg it must most assuredly, be a matter
worthy of our repeated and impartial cnquiries :—and itis
strange indeed, if o standard can be found, that wiil cer-
Mitily determine in favour of one or the ather. - -
- R'may scem discouraging, for meto follow so many wio
Rave written on this subjects but Truzh, is so precious a jewe-
W, that it is well worth scarthing for in the deep mines ef
Jature, Reason, and Divine Revelation ; and all the sincens
lovers of truth fecl themszives amply rewarded, who contri-
‘bute in the least degrec, in clearing i from the rubbish and
“sophisms, with which it istoo often blended, through the sor-
did interests and dusl passions of men. - |
A man who siot only enjoys his own civil and relizious
rights uninieruptedly, but st the same time is in pe: oable
ossession of the rights of others, in such circumstonces,
wrdly kiows the value of rights ¢ but the man who is de-
rived of all sharg in rights, must fecl miscrabls iedecc, it
*his sou! has not become callous by suficring !

I wish the reailer to remember, that vlen I may have an
occasion to use the words slave or slavos, in v follen”
examina:ions, that [ do not infend such servon o soone,
who might voluntarily Lind or indenture him o vl s
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for any torm, or for life.—Nor the swbjeets of Kings and
princes, who are frequently ealled thelr serguns:-—=Nor do 1
intend seldicrs, wio e often called serv.mes—Nor such ser-
vazes who might hire tiemselves for aay termy, or for lifl—
Nor such who il ve been, o nay be conderanced for
certain crim s, 0 oorterd wnd sold servones loc life—
Northos: <! .o oo Lo huve been wunsnorted and

.r‘m Y - ) '.\ . " vy * .~ 'l. - . ‘ L
sold oo e swerm o of y o e thair pas e —NMon
- <1 . N “e e, %o ‘p “: . .. . . ~.. PRSN . -
such, vog veere iakien prisoncs 00 . suld vore sold for
TR L - -:‘--u‘a"‘. ’! .‘! M . L A Y e 4 o “‘ .
SErRaNls (!‘Jh;:?' deey WAL 1T SCUiIs ot Susiial 1N thc il

cient LSastern gu:mtries, aud among the Chvzks, were calle
seroants under the yoke—XNor do Iiatead Ld sereunts ; for
in the casc of a bond, or being bound, there are cenditions
and limitations ; but in that of involuntary, hereditary slavery,
there are ncither conditions nor lnmitations.

When 1 use the words slave or slevss, T would be under-
stood to mean such beings of the Lumis: rcee whe are (with-
out any crime committed by them, more than is common to
all men) with their offspring to perpetun! generutinns, consi-
dered legel proterty ; compelled by supoiior force, unconli-
tionatly (o0 odey tihe coxumands of their owviirs, to bhe donght
and sold, to be given and recerved, to go . coine, to raerry

~or forbear, to bz separated vohen maiiied ot fileasuie, to eat,
drink, sleen, scear, l2bour, and to be beaten wt their owenzr's
discretion ; and all this sanctioned by ¢’ autloruy.—5is
is what I consider shieory, witha witxess; wid the pro.
priety of this is what 1 am abou: toexaming on the Jrincitles
of Nature, Reason, Justice, Policy avd Scriy2ive.

I find the advezites of slavery, in geneial, ure not ali fond
of the terri staveE—they will male almost aar ety sAiY%,
before they will use #¢, as, my Negroes, wy servants, &,
They arc awave, that the werd sLave, implics wn oppasite
character, very odious to all true republicans wudd lovers of
the rights of man :—[ forhear ut preseni to mention the pro-
pername of such claracter, and feave thie reador imself to
‘say wintit mast be. “The God of Naturey, i seeins, made
no staves; butthe laws of moen havecerceiad them—and.
have rightly numed them snaves!! | '

" Y e 9 , ) U . . o, ®

<hey donot only dislike thic wrm slave, and what it im.
plics, as soundng Larsh in the cars of al! true repubiicans ;
but thev have another very good reinon fee disusing it, and
adopting thie word servant in the reoin thereo!; because, by
s thoading or confounding, the aeaning of the innocex
serif e oo servanty with the detectadle meenin of e word
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s2AvE, vivis them greater latitude, cud beilter o portunity of
' % greator aezencge,  That

'. . - vga ' L * '..
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there vore. ond may be, censistent vith detire, Reason,
Fuszice, Ge: ¢ Pelicy, end Eofv Seripiure, sericnzs of differ-

ent descrittiznz, I never shali dory g—an, voloisiy, hiredend
incontred servanz, e Ao CUhors, s ho M cLrisin erimes
cooraizitzed, mighit have beeniustiy coniornid b for life.

But :his covld not afees their ehildicn, 9 19 Leine them
under e curie of fergetual daver;—Siz Lz xviil the
whele ¢ pter.

Invcluntury servitude emong the Jews, could fot conti.
nue for mocs tha gftvyears, or to the yoar of Judilee, (Lev.
‘xxv. 10.) which i; catled for ever (Fzed. xx1. 6.) in which

limited sense, thc phrase is often used in seriptuie,

~ Foralthcughthe phrese ¢ Forever,” cr the werd “ Ever”
in many places cf scripture, significs efernity, vet it is often
limit:cd—1st. To the time cfthe law, (Lev.x. 15.) 24. To
the year of Jubilee, (Deut, xv. 17.) 3d. To a man's life
titne, (1 Som. i, 22. chap, xxvii. 12.) 4th. It signifies, a
long time, (Josh. iv. 7. 2 Tim. iii. 7.)=-and rumerous in-
stances of the kind might be given, if it were nocessary,

- This eontroversy, like most others, has been carried to
great lengths; butmoreisthe pity: for it might U2 brought
t0 a short and speedy issue. Do the advcezics of slavery
argue, that there were not only servants, but éci:d servants,
servantsurs.w the yole, &e.—-and that it was 2l able from
Scripture, Reason, &e.—{ answeresAzred—1 tirmly be-

licve so too. These are not matters in dispute—this is not

“coming to the peint.  The point is this-~1s wvo':ntary, un.
merited, perpetual, hereditary slasery rizht? Coz it be sup-
ported cr: ihe Lrivciples of naiure, reasoin. justice, good policy

‘and holy scritiive? Isay it connct—th? cdvacans for the a-
bove kind of slivery sy it canee this i the mctzer in land,
this isthe Lsin: to be tried by the ¢love eritzrizzs.  This, 1
wish &l whe read, argue or think on the suhizet, would
keep in mencry, cnd not sulfor themseives to o bewildered
by the mrts of sophiauy, wad it weuld sconend the dispuse,

In my, arrangonient for the examination o th's subicet, [
have mentioncd tie dely seriptures Lt not cw U istespect
to tho:e sicred wikings, but rathior Decauir voueloos deawn
from hencee, are proper to sulsiniaz and eap tie whole s
and inceed hreugh the whole covice o mydiouidtens, 1
shall keep @ stiict eve vpon thut sacitd voitnae, ol picduce
its autherizics as occasion shall requive,




- INVOLUNTARY, &e. SLAVERY EXAMINED.

CHAPTERL
INVOLUNTARY KC. SLAVERY, EXAMINED ON THE PRIN-
‘ CIPLES OF ¥ATU .Z. S

‘/ -7 HEN I use the word sature on this occasion, Ido
¥ not mean human nature in fallen circumstances,
under the fluence of every sinful propensity, for in this
“case little can be expected from its dictazes but what is false
‘and delusive. In this inquiry, I intend by the word nature,
~.those /aws impressed on, and the fitness of the different
: w of matter and spirit contrived. by the greur Creator,
that were not only necessary to produce snd perpetuate action
and re-action, through the vast body of nacure, cellectively
considered; butalso topr unicn and harmeny tirsugh.
out the great whole. There was, and the remizins of it 2ve
still discoverable, (if Imay so say,) a kind of social dispo-
~ sition impressed on universal nature, inanimate as well as a-
nimate.  In the latter, sociability appears very pliialy in the
difirent species of bemngs we are acypminted with, whother
nsects, reptiles, fowls, fishes, beasts or men:—in the D
mor it is discovercd by the detached parts efthe same bodies
thrown off by any means from the maia founan, havine g
disposition to rcturn to their kindred speeics 3 this in buni.
mate nntter is called gravitation,  And it @s oviione (i
this union and hermeny among the diforent speciasel thi 5,
was owing to the Luws of saciety anld groviteion iU e
them thus to uniic; and also thet they wedeod wponpeiaa, s

B
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of equality and reciprocity, without which there could be
no harmony. Thercfore whatsoever breaks those laws im-
posed on nature, by her ahwise Greator, must in itself be a
great evil, and as far as it operates, desiroys union and har-
mony through all creation.  The great parent when he had

finished the fabrick of nature, pronounced it ¢ very good” ;
not only good as originating from himself, but capable to do
and producc good reciprocally.  From this view of things
it will appear, that a violation of the laws of nature, is a vio-
lation of the law of God.  Conlormity to the laws of nazire,
would diffuse peace, love, joy, order and harmony, through
all parts of our world; under nature’s dictates, involuntary,

unmerited, perpetual, hereditary, slavery could not possibl
exist ; and I believe this will be acknowledged by the adva-
eates of slavery themselves. o
¢ Butlam aware that it will be said, all this is nothing to
the point; nature acts now upon a different scale, speaksa
‘differentlanguage. This is true indeed, but it- is under the
influence of the reigning tyrant, sin. Every deviation there-
. fore from first principles, is a new proof of the tyranny of sin,
- and the sinfulness of suchdeviation. The less sin has affec-
ted any part of God’s creation, the fewer deviations from
first principles are discovered in that part. The iranimate
part of creationmoves.regularly on, all is peace, all is harmo-
ny among the various different bodies, and infinitely nume.
rous particles of which each is composed, no clashing, no
jarring among the whole of them, |
"~ When we turn our attention to the brutal creation, they
‘are not so harmignious ; they will fighe, bite, kick and gore
- one another, but this is chiefly in defence of themselvis or
~ their young, ot inthe seasons of their Jove, when jealousies a-
~ rise. - But we never see them deliberately invading each o-
ther’s rights—they never form combinations and entér upon
offensive wars with their fellow brutes at a distance—thcey
never decoy, catchand drive orz another to market, to sell to
sother deasts for sfaves. Few instances have ever been known
of the same species of beasts, even under the most pinching
necessity, to kill and eat one another’s flesh.  All thesc and
much worse, (it worse can be) men have done, but not un.
der nature’s dictates ; for human nature, depraved as it even
now is, unless hardened by long habit, shuddess at the like.
It appears to me, that we have not learned to enslave our
{ellow-creatures, from any principle discoverable in the inan.

-
L]
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imate or brutul parts of creation; nor from the first dictates
of our own naturc; norfrom any thing that welearn from the
" conduct of holy angels, onc towards ancther; nor from Jesus
Christ, for he preached ¢ Deliverance {emancipation) to the
captives.” Luke, iv. 18. nor even from the conduct of
one devil towards another, fora legion ¢f them could all
dwell peaceably together in one of our species. Mark, v. 9.

6 Devil with Devil damn*d, firm concord hold,
¢ Men only difagree.” MILTON,

Upenthe whole it should seém, we have learned to enslave
- oneanother, from satan’s conduct toward curselves—He ha-
ving enslaved our whole race, we in imitation thereof, turn
in and enstave one another. ** But frcm the beginning it was
not se.” ‘The ehnclusion' then is, that unmerited, involun.

~ dary, perpetual, abvolute, hereditary st AvERY, I8 an unnatu.

ral and devilish wsivpation, fraught with innumerable ev it B

in domestic, éivil and fe

b

jous sééiety. | s

;

| UNMERITED &c. SLAVERY, EXAMINED ON TRE PRINCI-
. PLES OF REASON AND JUSTICE.

EASON is said to be one of the distinguishing charac-
J ¥, teristics, that imarks the difference between man and
other animals ; and without doubt the proper use of that
noble faculty, joined with justice, places him in a very exal.
ted sphere in the creation'of God. It i§ owing chicfy to
man’s possessing reason, thathe is enabled to maintain do-
minion over the fishes of the sea, the fowls of the air, and
beasts ofthe earth; and not to his speed, strength, &c. For
numbers of those creatures are abundantly swifter and
stronger than man. . i
W%)ilst reason, and the other mertal faculties with which
man is endued, are tempered with justice, mercy, &c. he
may be considered as a noble creature, and his dominion
over other creatures will be attended with rno bed censequen.
ces, his government will be temperate and miid,  DBut
if his reason be duped by his passicns, his case, or his
Awn separate interests, that very ficulty which ennobles him,

&
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and renders him cxpable of usefulness, being prostituted,
the more fully qu: lifies him for mischicf, in which case he
degener ates to a tyrant.

Tn reasoning up from cflect to canse, or down from cause
to cffect, we discover a beautiful conc.&m ation, or lirking
onc thing with anot }.cr in harmonious order, descriprive o
the w isdom and goodness of the great Creater of all thiiy;, -

"' hat method of masomno which admits of conclusions stib-
versive of harmony and _]Ustl(‘e, must be delusive and £ise,
and c.n deserve no better name than that of sophistry, wiuch
too often passes for sound reasoning.  \What is reasonabiie 1s
just, and what is j 15t certainly must be reasonable.  There
15 ; very great difference between reason as it is a faculty in
anan, and the manner of its C\\.ercxsmq itself on various sub-
jects, and drawing concluxxons on these subjects.  Asa fa-
culty itis acted upon by the various ol Jects and subjects as
they present themselves to its observations, and in the draw-

ing ‘conclusions, it acts accordingly to the discoverics and
xmpress:ons made by such objCCtS “and subjects. The fact
then is, if reason be clouded with darkness, or be under the
influence of prejudice, passion, interest, &c. in its actings on
any subject, the conclusions it draws in such circumstanccs
wiil be erroncous and contrary to justice.

Itis highly reasonable to. c,oncludc., the one whao mac le all
things out of nothing is God—and it is equally as much so,
thatti)c should govern, and also to expect rulcs of govern-
ment from hlm—*he conclusion then- 15,:tlmt W ha SCeVCr
God has thought fit to reveal in the holy ; scriptures, howe-
ver it may exceed the limits of reason, is notwithstanding,
istrictly consistent wvh the dictates of sober reason and real
justice. '

¢ And God blessed them, and God smd unto them, be
fruiful and multiply, and rep!emsh the earth, and subduc it :
ar.d have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl
of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the
earth.  And God said, behold I have given yvou every herh
bearing sced, which is upon the face of all the ear th, and every
tree, In athe which is the fruit of a tree yieldipg sced @ 1o you
it shall be formeat.” Gen, 1. 28,

This appears to be the grand charter on which alenc the

right of all property is founded. Am‘ i this grant, or cliarie;
as it muy be called, be admitted 4% Teason ahle, m t and eves
¥y way \\onh} of hira wha' gave it tmn it witl follow as the
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proper conclusion, that every claim sct up aniong men to
property, not within the limits of the above grant, is unlaz-

Sul property.  The carth and waters, with their various pro-

‘ductions, were given to man as his possession, but not 2 word

of one man’s being givento another man as bis provERTY.
- I conceive justice to be a prines)de that is founded on rea-
son, equity or rizht, and these mgy be krown by their cor-

-regpondence with the written law 6_1', God, the supreme gov- -

ernor of the universe, o |
Reason and justice dictate, that two things are necessary

comes by it lawfully—secondly, that the matter itself claim-
ed, be lawful property. An i)t is evident that in the aquisi-
tion of the slaves it Amcricy, frand & violence were rhade use
of. This cannot'be a Jawful way wf ebtaining property,
and the matter itself claimed cannot be fawful, unless the

in acquiring and holding praperty. First, that the claimant

ik }ang.w say the laws -of Englind made
| th c propenty of his Britanic majesty’s ¢fitistian sub-
jects, andjithat iy '

sl

forelet 1t cs”t‘lieg ' *?*‘ refund our-money witlrinterest, and
PO Ny v Vel . : », YU ) A e L
then we 'wil lnqt isliour claim, Reason and justice are

3

tels.. {& P

red

i reality ds my

and- and' Atr.eiica, oréventhe laws of the Medes and Per-
sians, when théy are not founded in reason and justice, anc

are contradictory to the grand charier given to the Auman

race by the God of the universe ? .

. That innocent unoffending persons and their posterity,

~ should suffer the most degrading kind of sluvery to perpetuai

enerations, only because some of their fellew creitures,

- through covetousness, imprudence or ignorance, bad puicd

inconsiderable sums of money for their parents several ge.

nerations past, has no foundation in reason and justice.—

Such purchasers are to Le pitied under their misfortune .,
(and not much neither, for they huve had the exclusive ad-
vantage of the labor of such s?avcs for scvern! generations,)
but shall their misfortuncs deprive others of unalicnible and
invaluable rights forever 2 Reason and justice must answer
in the nc‘%ative; any human law to the contrury netwithstun.
ding.  Money is yaluable it is troe, and hard to come al
then jet those who have it tuke the better care, Low, and fov
what they Loy it out, o

I belicve there are many in these United States, sodeeply

vert their slaves into landsund chat.’

y as 1 h the'friends of a heathen as a christian, of a
oor mmwé‘,\a;@@:‘h\}‘m@;m &e. Whatareall thelaws cf Iing- ~

gave our ‘oney Tor such praperty, there. -

-
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impressed with the iniquity, and the bitter consequiences that
do, and will follow wumerited, involuntary, perpetual, heredi.
~tary slavery, who never owned one, and others whe have re-
ally emancipated numbers, who would cheerfully agiee, to
“bear their full proportion in the redemption of the vast num.
bers who still remain in slavery ; but if the above 4ind of
slavery, has no foundation in nature, reason, justice, good
policy, norscripture ; viz, if Auman creatures wre not in
themselves Jawfi/ property, then reason and justice say,
~they ought to go out without redemption ; and their owners
- gij?nk themselves well off, to get clear of them on as good
- terms, | | | 3
 Beme reasonings of governor Greenup, in his objections
t #n entolled bill, ¢ to repeal In part the act incorporating
fhe Rentucky Insurance Company, I think will ap il;f in this
ease, and here follow—*¢ He concieves the obligation on the
tol e stute to * do justice,” depends ot upon mere will,
bt upsn fiest princlples : it Is not cgminisﬁeé ecause there
exluts 1o tribunal 8 cosver. - A contrary doctrine would
“fivilke power the test of right ; and the rights of individuals
- 16 Ruetuate on caprice, than which nothing is more to be de-
~ precated : for there exists in every popular government, a
plyy sical power to do any thing; a majority being resistless.
But it is the excellence of our government that it reposes up-
. on its moral, not its physical sttength, or in other words, that
-l measures of policy are bottomed upon, and restrained by

~ #ahal principle.” - S

" That God may, and often does change his dispensations,
_in fe holy management of his providential government to-

wards his erring creatire man, whether natiens or individu-
s, ina way of correction for certain abominations, without
e feast shadow of a change taking place in his sacred na-
fure or moral law, appears to be reasonable and just; and
what is abundantly held out in the Holy Scriptures. Hence
we find, that most nations, and mighty cities, yea, even God’s
favourite people the Jews, have been visited with the scourge
of bloody wars, and long servitude to foreign and wicked

owers, for their sins ; whith things have been done, under
“his immediate providence, and by his positive orders, though
often were performed from wicked motives in the execution-
_ers, and their acts of slaying and cuslaving their fellow crea-

tures, altogether mconsistent with his moral law : which en-

\
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‘joins, ¢ Thou shalt love thy ncighbour as thyself» It s
therefore highly necessary, that we should observe the proper
distinctions between God’s moral and positive commands,
His moral commands, require perpetual obedience, and are
universally obligatory on all rational creatures, thro® Heaven,
Earth and Hell. His positive commands, are of equal au.
thority, as coming from the same source; butdonotrequire
perpetual obedience, nor are they universally binding ; but
were enjoined for particular reasons, and to answer certain
purposes—For instance, when God commanded Abraham,
to circumcise himself, and al! “ born in his house, or bought
with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.”’—
-Gen. xvil. 11,12,  Also commanded the Israelites, concern.
ing the inhabitants of the cities of Canadn, * Thou shalt save
a!ﬁ'e nothing that breatheth’® &e, see Deut. xx. 16, 17, 18-

- nre positive commands—and numbetless instances of the

,

‘same kind might be given, which commands were of divine

% 8ome of the friends of Slaweryy snclude ai] persons f--m being

eighbours who-are-any ways related, as husbi~ds ond - ives, pa-
rents and children, masters and servants, magistrates ar. i subjects.
But when we turn to the holy Scriptures—-The word neighbour, im-
pliecs—1. One who dwells near to us, 3 Kings,iv: 3. « Then hs
said, Go borrow thee vesssls abroad of all thy ncizhbours. =
3. A fellow labourer,"Acts vii: 87. & But he that did his neighe
bour wrong, thrust him away,” &c.=3. One who does us good,
Luke x: 36. “ Which of these three, thinkest thou, was neiztbour
unto him that fell aniong the thicves *'set. Every man, Matt. xxiis
89. ¢ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyselfy” viz. All mankind.
This is what I belicve, is generally understood in Scripture by the
term neighbour. And the Saviour gives us aninfullible rule, how it
may be known that we do love our neighbours as ourscives. Matt.
rliz 13 « Therefore all things whatsoever ye wou!ld that men
should do to you, do ye even so tothem: for this is the law and the
prophets.” This golden rule will apply in all cases—hut it binds a
man in no case, further than his own feelings dictaze he would wish,
on a change of circumistances :——it it therefore, ighly reasonuble,
it is just, and every way worthy of him who enjoined 1.

It is Insulting the wisdom of the blessed Redeemen, <o assor (as
somc have done) that strict atcention to this rale, weuld Jestroy uit
honorary distinctions, and place magistrutes and berrars onw level,
iutroduce anarchy and conlusion, encourage idlenvss, &ke. &e.

It is also uiiling to argue, that Slavery is no where fortidier lnthe
holy Scriptures :—for it may be answered, wor is it in <o vianv ox-
press words forbidden,~No man shuii have tvoviies. az o= und e
same time. No man shudl Sght a Duel i==Or 87w Rlsise Haiieg
Card-Plaving, &c. &e.

t
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authority, and which Abraham and the Israelites were bound
“oun their peril to comply with ; nevertheléss, it is evident,
~ that these, and such like commands, could not be universally
‘and perpetually binding on all nations, places, and like cases,
through all ages of the world.  For want of observing this
distinction, the advocates of slavery are wretchedly bewilder-
- ed, flying for its support o this kind of commands, and cer-
t-in tolerations peculiar to the Jews, and that ceremonial dis-
Jensation ; blending the moral, positive, and ceremonial in-
~ junctions all togcther, thereby forming a medley, contrary to
-~ reason and the very spirit of the gospel.  And others on va-
" rlous occasions have run into wild extravagancies; while
- goiiie oh the other hand, have been led to entertain very un-
; Svorgble ideas of the holy scriptures bordering on Deism.
*'Fo plead the right of slavery, from prop/my, the decrees,
Pormission, ot foreknowledge of God, is highly unreasonable
i well a8 wnfust. —There are few events of importance, ei-
@itr good of bad, but have been the subjects of Prophecy.——
s the rise and depredutions commiteed by the foundersand
Readers of the four grand Monarchics, the Letraying and cru.
 @Mixicn of the Son of God, the introduction of errors and per-
- geet smmitted by the anti-ehristian-man of sin, &e.—
Brophecy therefore, of uctions inconsistent with the »:oral
faw of God, could never have been intended to sanction the
events predicted; but to confirm the truth of God’s divine
- prescience, to estublish the divine authority of the holy
. Seriptures, and to forewarn and prepare the children of
~ God ia ali ages, of and for their approachinﬁ‘tria!s and suf-
- .ferings, &c. Nor can it be mude appear, thatthe decrees,
- permission and forcknowledge of Gzd, were ever intended
s a ‘standard by which mun should regulste his conduct
through life.—God’s decrees, &c. and method of managing
- and governing the great affuirs of the universe, belong alonc
' to himsell, as the unlimited Sovercign, wise and gracious
* Disposer -of all events; these are great deeps! and which
- man can form very imperfect ideas of at present : —things
 with waich he can have nothiug to do, further than to won-
der ond adore !¢ Scenct things belong unto the Lord our
God; but those things which are revaaled bileng unto us,
und to ovr childien forever, thut we may do !l the words of
tis baw.?  The moral lawe of God thevclore is the criterion
to which we must apped, m this and every other case; for
*bvatis the knov i die of sin,?” and *f sinis the trinsgression
of the lyw.»  To aivue the propriety of s.very, on the

A W .
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ground of God's decrees, permission and foreknowledge, i~ <
open the floodgates for, and to justify all the abominativ .
that cver were, or possibly can enter into our world :—i:. ..
word, it is cntirely to destroy the distinction between meia
good and evil.—Upon the whole, itappears thyt nothing i
be said in favour of unmerited, involuntary, ferpetual, fcr.-
ditary slasery, on the ground of sound reasor and strict ji.-
lice. S |

. @HAPTER HI.

UNMERITED, &C, SLAVERY, EXAMINED OX THE PRINC:.
PLES OF POLICY.

[) ¥ the word peficy, is meant, the system of laws, order.-
- A or regulations of a state, or in other terms, theart .’
- governing rational creatures ; also, the good munagement o
) person’s private affuirs ; also, subtlety, cunning, artifice &e.
Policy is of two kinds, viz. good or bad, wise or foolisl,
righteous or wicked. o

“‘The methods hitherto of governing rational creatures, have
been difierent.  Some have been in favor of monarchicsl,
others of aristocratical, and others of democratical and re-
publican governments j—the United States of Aiwicrics have
as yet, preferred the latter.  But that methed of governing,
or policy, under whichsoever of the above kinds of gover::-
ments,  its regulations and administrations, that is not ca!-
culated, or does not secure the lives, limbs, characters, liber-
ty, property, cquality, peace, harmony, huppiness and safety
of thz whoie, and cvery virtuous rational creature within iis
dominions, is tyrannic; orinotherterms, is wivee fudicy.—
Aud if 1:am nct under a mistake, it will be found, that the
present system of laws, relative to slavery, wre o far from
sccurin;t those iavaluable Blessings, that they wore made with
a design, and are exccuted In o manner, 10 denrivea sinth

* i
~ part ol the unoffeading wehabitanis of those United Suates o7
those blewiags 3 and Lnally, ta future, toendir sortie suiviy
of the wi.cle,
‘The stadding of innnacent hinod, is vl o 38 herime,
ardd defiles thase linds where 12 is suilvred o s~ wich .
punity.  Itis trae the laws of this state, and il the Sty
$6 to proteet tie lives and limbs of <laves, cind 1o sceuiv o
: ¢
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them what is generally called good usage ; butit is well
known, that in many 1nstances, numbers have suffered the
loss of limbs and lives too, under the hands of angry mas-
ters and cruel oversecrs @ and notwithstanding the law is in
their favour, it is but toe rarcly exccuted—those who have
no interest in those individual suffering victims, hate to med-
dle with such afluirs, for fear of the frowas of their powerful
owners, and so many such things pass with impunity. Who
can tell how much innocent blood has been shed in America,
from the veins of those wretches, by whips and scourges, on
very trivial occasions? and in many instances, for endeavor-
itng to worship Almighty God, according to the dictates of
- their consciences ? what can be said in favor of a policy,
- that puts and keepe, a part of the human species, in a situa.
“ton to be treated in this manner by the otherpart? I1donot
say this is generally the case ; and God forbid it should f—
but I must say, that their political situation is such, that ext. |
poses them to thisand thelike. —  °

Bood character among men, is of highimportance to so- -
* ity an o noble des; which when once ot (or a0,
tional creature of good parts, should be so circumstanced
as to scc and feel it out of his power ever to be respected)
the consequence is fatal :—for in such ease, he cither falls -
jtito despair and becomes mischievous to Society ;3 or i his'
parts be but ordinary, sinks into a lethargy, and degenerates
to the condition of a mere beast. — What can be suid in fa.
vour of 2 policy, which has placed, and'still holds, hundreds.
of thousands of men in a state ‘of barbarism without the'
knowledge cf letters, &c. whose persons, words. and oaths,
are not respected much above beasts? o

- Philosophers and statcsmen of distinguished virtue and
" sbilities, have considered Jiberty among the greatest blessings
~ oaearth; and have maintained, that it is the bireh rightof
- ol rational beings, and so says united America; and mdesd
- they have expended much,b{uddand treasure to supportthe
inciple. Now if Lberty be such an inestimable blessing,
ang the birth right of «ll mankind, can that be honest policy
especially in America, which withholds the blcésin,g;éf{;ﬁd!n

- onemillicn of our fellow crcatiwees! B2 S
- Ibelieve it is acknowledged by all men of understanding,
that the streagth aed riches of o civil conmunity, principaiiy
censists in the number of its free, virtuous and industricus

inhabitaints, And that which gives men the stiongost at-

y
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tachment to any country, is their having permanent interest
in it, and an unmolested privilege in common with other
good citizens, of acquiring, holding and ¢njoying property.
That therefore, appears to be a foolish policy, that not only
deprives vast numbers of the inhabitants of chese states of a
natural right, viz. of acquiring and possessing property; but
contrary to the Jaw of mature, converts men themselyes into
property :—thereby rendering them, not only in a manner
uscless, but really dangerous to the community :—at the same
time, injuring their present owners and successors, by giving
them an oppmu'nit{ ofliving in idlencss and extravagancy,
to the injury of civil society. . |
| é&éce and harmony, are peculiar blessings, and usually
are close‘l{ connccted with eguality ; for without eguality,
‘peace and harmony, scldom long exist. But what shall I'say
- of equality ? The'idea of it seems of late, to be very much ob-
- Jiterated from the minds of many Americans. Time has
" been, when it was a favourite theme among us.. * Allmen
e’ by nature equally freeand independent”—** All men ate
 entitled to equal rights,” &ec. was the general ery, when
 George the-third, und his Farliament attempted to enslave
 America. But alus! how different our declaraticins thes,
- from our conduct since, to our. poor wretched shwes’—J
- “ God'made of one blood all nations of men ;» * Ifwe have =~
ol one Father”—And if our former deelarations were found-
ed i frath—How contradictory and unrightecus must that
- policy b, that deprives a very considerable part of the inha-
. bitgnis of these states, of their equal share, in those rights

' theirnaittre enfitles them'to?

| The loye, or desire of ha ‘pi’nc_s_s,‘ is coeval with human
- maturé; i is the pursuit of all mankind.  And that kind of
. slavery T am examuning, appears to opsrate ugaintit in cvex'}'
. I Y LU \‘\ N 5 . ) Co - . L < 2. L " 99
 peint of view.—~Perhaps there are few things in this world,

. avhich contribute more to human felicity, than eonjugal,
' par 2ital, and\filial énjoyments : —~but all these tender and en-
1 deating relationg, lic prostmic at the foot of ahsolute densie

! miop.  Marriage, is.one of the fitst institutiv:s of vir ndora.
- ble Creator, for wise and most noble farprscs——amd ought

g be held saered by every civit government, \s*-:h?;:hicentc;n. :
plates the gvod of the comr:uur yo—2dut slovers ! wicked

sluvery ! setsitaside! ! l—or disolvesitat pleaswg ! D l— 01
That must thercfore (ifT may be allowed "the please) be 00
worskE than thic worsT of peliey, 11 wmtien Lvoured ae 7

-
vl
|

e——
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Awsriea has leen, even in the smallest degree, to tolerate
sich things, o - , :
- General safety is among the great objects, of every civil
yovernment.  That policy thercfore, must be considered
hest, that unites its inhabitants the closest, and attaches them
the strongest to their country, and the existence and execu-
‘tion ofitslaws,  Letit be enquired whether the existing po-
liey among us, relative to slavery is caleulated in the course
ol jts operations to answer this end ? And I believe it raust
b2 answered in the negative, In fact, the present policy, is
 ealealated to fix eternal discord between the slaves and
. their masters :—and it cannot be otherwise, except it were
© Possilile to tarn the current of human nature ; for their inte-
rests in the relations they stand connected with cach other,
nre digmetrically opposite.  S/avery with all the mortifving
teqredations it involves, does not, nor indeed cannot, divest
tan, the noble lmage of His adorable Creator, here below,
nf the sensations and powers it has pleased his kind bene-
fac'or to endue him with. Deprived of his birth right,
#nrcoom,~he still sees, hears, feels, tastes and sinells—
458 ubove all,—thinks, reasons, reflects and draws conclu-
. Wons, dapendent of all the TyravTs on earths Anditfs
el knewn, that from the commencement of the tevolution
v Amerbea, our declarations and some partial laws made in
-~ the Tavorof 8/aves, have greatly tended to open their cyes
. fe!ative to their rights : and add to this, what they some-
- Hmes fear escape the lips of some of their republican mas- .

© - fers, fn conversation on the subject ;—and cspecially the

~ 1te ophasivion, taade by the foes of humanity, on the occaston,
‘wyast certainly keep up their artenrion. That therefore,
“#gust bo the most weak and foolish policy, under these cir-
wihstances, to retain perhaps 2 hundred thousand able bo-
.+ died men, within the boundaries of the United States : when
' inthe course ofa few years, they might all be made our
-everlasting friends, without any Joss to any individial.—
Yrom a consideration of the history of former empires and
rasicns, with taking into view, onr multiplicd impicties asa
ervent republic, and our ingratitude 1o our best benefuctor :
e cannot expect to continug long without some national
geeviire, Andin all nrabatllity it may be wan; we know
hot irom what quarter it iy coag—Jt may arise in the U-
nired States theasehves, or 2 iny come nam dhiesd 5 the
phiter of heaven and  earth, only knows and will choose bis
el ;-=but supposc it to be war—What a pitiful case
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' shoﬁld we then bein, with such a number of enemies in our
bosom ? That must therefore, be the most imperfect and
foolish policy, that will take no prudential and timely steps
to prevent the evile  We have it from under the hand of
one of the greatest politicians, that the * prudent foreseeth
the cvil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are
punished.” C : |
It is really astonishing, that men who have only a moderate
share of common scnse, leisure, books, &c. should have the
assurance, to come forward vapouring in our streets, under
the names, the distinguishing names, of republicans, pat-
riots, friends to the American revolution &c. &¢. professed
encmies to absolute monarchy, despotism, aristocracy &ec.
who themselves, both in principle and practice, are abso.
late monarchs, despots and aristocrats at home, Such
men without doubt, have never understood the meaning of
e above phrases; or elsc certainly must conclude, that the
"oitigens in general, have no English dictionaries, or are as
careless and as ignorant as themselves, ;
1 Kear our puny patriots crying out against crowned
‘heads-in-Europe, poorlittle Aaron Burr, a miserably disap.
pointed monarch in America, and particularly, against Bona.
‘parte, the great modern Alexander.  But it may be asked,
and 1 hope, will be calmly and rationally answered by some
of the advocates of unmerited, involuntary, perpe.f.'ml; absoa
lute, hereditary sLavERY: how it canbe proven, or be
madc appcar, so as toeven bear telling to men of understan:
ding, that any man notwithstanding His profession of repub-
Jicanism or real friendship to the American revolution, who
holds, maintains, pleads tor, and does absolutely reizn over
one, two, three, four, five or six, of his fellowy men—weuld
not, if it were in his power, absolutely reizn over vs many -
" hundreds, thousands, or millions 2—"The principle appears to
-be the same ; power only is wanting. | ~
. Fellow citizens open your eyes!!!—And do not rest
your invaluable /iberties on the sandy foundation of the co-
lour of vour skins, or on the fantastical declirations of some
of our noisy patriots, and purblind politicizns.—or vou
may be sure, that he who wiil enslave a biack wan, or lis
own, or his son’s, nephew?’s, or fellow-citizen’s childeen be-
gotten on i Llack woman, or slave, cven if she v ore seven
cizhths white (which is sometimes the ease) weuld noospae
vou, if he hiad you legally in his power.—"T'lat must thores
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fore, be a shacking policy, -in an enlightencd government,
that lays right, at the foot of might j—and puts it in the
power of men, not only to commit ad ..ery with impunity,
bLut to cnslave their own children ! ) !---'W'hich is well
“ kno}wn to be too common, in countrics where slrvery pre-
TCaNs. :
It is nc uncommon thing of late, to hear suime of our
" Tigh toned rcpublicans, as they complaisantly speak of them-
selves, and would wish to be thought of, and spoken to by -
others ; (men in high posts)-—swaggering in our public as-
semblies, both civil and religious ; talking loudly in favour
of Liberty !—General union !~ Occupiers of lands !—And
of the dmerican revolution ! ! ! &e. &e.—But then, when
‘opportunity serves, we hear the same chafacters change
their notes—and speak a different language.—** $ome are so
* far deluded, that their printing, preaching & private conversa-
tion, ¢o to encourage disobedience in servants, & a revolution
in our civil government.”.—8ee circular letter, North Dis-
trict Assnciation of Baptits, 1808, This is introduced, to
stigmatize those who simply plead the rights of mankind, a-
-gainst the usurpation of despors.®  Siirely such men, must
‘be unzcquainted with the d:finitiori of common words, and
/" would it scems, persuade others to run wild with themselves.
- Asif the words servant and slave, were synonimous terms;
thereas, not only our KEnglish dictionaries, the laws of this

% The advocates of flavery, thiuk it uncharitable, when we fpeak
«f them under the character of tyrants, monarchsy, despots &c. Thefe
- ~are fynonimous terms, and (ignify absolute, uncontroulable, arbitrary
governors or rulersy &c.  And it is evident a perfon may be as absolute,
~uncontroulable and arbitrary, over a few, as Ahafuerus, who reigned o-
wer an hundred twenty and (cven provinces. And every slave-bol-
der, (in his little. dominion) certainly is as absolute, uncontiulable, and
arditrary, as were molt of the ancient or modérn monarchs, 1 do not
" 2qyy all slaveHolders are cruel men ; very far from it'; nor were ull
#base ancient or modern monarchs : but I muft say, all of them kad and
~bave it in their power ta be crucl, and most of them were and are so——
And tbis Ibelicve, cannot be denied, by a cool difintereted observer. -
Stave.bolders in general, make no conscrence of parting thole whom theg
(to fave appearances)call busband and wife.  They go without the lealt:
- apparent sigrs of fellow feeling, separate parents and children, by bity-
ing. selling, swupping, brgueatbing &e. &c. they breed them in dirti-
nese and gpuorance~=nnd indeed, the more iynorant, the beiter they
1e1ve their pusposes—1t the Lhe of this be not tyranny, monarcly or
despotismes{ afl:, what is 7 |
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and other states, but the common sense of mankitd, prove
to the contrary.—*‘ And a revolution in our civil govern.
ment,?—"The principles of the American revolution were
equal rights and liberties, which were attempted to be inva.
ded by British authority,—S8cc the Declaration of Rights,
and Constitution, or form of govcrnment of Virginia.

¢ "That all men arc by nature equally frecand independent.’”

&e.—The man or men therefore, who shll say to the con.

trary, is or are, ifi reality he or they who weuld bring about
. . ) . . R

a *“ revolution in our government ;"—and would (for any
thing that appears in their conduct to' tiic contrury) once

L

‘more establish monarchy in America.—If I scem to bear too

hard, let the advocates of unmerited, involuntary, perpetual,
absolute, hereditary gravery, come forward, and justify
themselves on the principles of sounda folicy und the Ameri-

an revolution.—Bui by the way let them remember, if they
- support their doctring, they must according to their own.
principles, go back to their old master cEorgE the THIRD:
for they ate expressly commanded, 1 Peter, ii: 1V.
“ Monour the king."’—But this I expeet will not so very
‘well suit thom :—ft they wish to be Kiwes themselvesiw
That thercfore, must be the most foolish policy, and they
the most trifling politicians, who canbe guilty of such incon-
' sistencies. B -
. Sin, it must be acknowledged, is the procuring cau
all the calamities that have fallen on individuals, or larger
circles of man.—And we are informed ; John iii: 4. that
‘sin is the transgression of the law.” This is arevealed truth:
And will be confessed by all Christians.—And though sin
may pat on different appearances, and may become very
fashionable and seemingly convenient and be sanctioned by
the policy of states, kingdoms and empires,—and even by
the church of God itself:—still sin is sin.—That must
therefore, be a very strange notion entertained by some, that
- stw, because it may be authotised by civil government,

must not be meddled with by the ministers of the gospel

and churches of Christ.—"The slavery Iam examining, it is
coniessed by its advocates, is a great palitical evily¥ 1 pie-

* Moral evil is tue transgression of the moual law of God: this
law is not confined to the prohibition that Godl Lid on . ffer, nor yet
tothe Decalogue, or ten Commandments 3 but is that eternal vuie of
righty, which took its rise in the scale of being and runs thweugh the

se, of
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'sume they mean a great political sin; but it scems it must
not be meddled with, either by ministers, churches, or asso-
ciations :—viz. after the great scnior body of this kind had
~ taken it in hand, and had come to a determination thercon,—-
Sece the minutes of the Klkhorn Association of Baptists, held
at Bryan’s, Aug. 10th, 1805. |
* This association judges it improper for Ministers, Chur-
ches or Associations, to meddle with emancipation from
slavery, or any other political subject; and as such we ad-
vise ministers and churches to have nothing to do therewith
{ntheir religious capacities.”—Surptising indeed!!! That
u religious and respectable body of men both clergy and liity,
residing in the most popular patt of the state, should let such
dvunsel escape their lips : much more, appear under the
signature of their moderator and clerk, in public print,.—I
Bilicve it witl be found on examination, that lew abomina-
fons have ever existed among mankind, but haye been esta-
Hlished by law, or countenanced by the state, king or empe-
roF, in company with priests, wherc such abominations have
. 'The above advice, seems to hold out the doctrine of pas-
‘sive obedience and non-resistance ; and looks like the eccle-
siastical, playing into the hand of civil power:—and is as
-guch as to say, if the legislature passes a wicked law, we
will tamely and silently submit to, and recommend it.—

ereas, it appears to me, that no human policy, or law,
be obligatory on rational creatures, that infringes the
hts of conscience, or violates the laws of God. It seems
o, from the complexion of the above advice, that Pharaoh,

R

. -

Ble like a golden chord ; enjoining on all rational creaturcs, that
whiich is right of itself; both towards God and mun, in all places and
ctnditions of life : any deviution from this rule is moral evily com-
wwaly called sin. ‘ o
% Sociul oy politice! evily consists in actions only : the philanthropy
o7 turpitude of the heart, the motives, views, or designs of men, ave
entirely out of the question before this tribunal.  The divine govern-
. vaent of Jehovah takes cognizance of every exercise of the heart, us
weltas all cxternal eciions ; but social government arrests visible ace
tions only : hence it appears, thut all politicul evils are moral evils ;
but all morul esils are not political evils. No evil simply moral, is
panishable by a poiitical tribunal ; yet every political evil comes with-
ia the lm-ispmdencc of the Almighty, becuuse itis movally vrong.”
~3ce Lelaud’s Blow ot the Root.  Page 3—Xcentucky.edition,




_8aul, Jeroboam, &e. together with Nebuchadnezzar, .

."'

George the third of England, and numberless other great
. political characters, were unblameable ;—and according to
" the idea of scme ancient and modern courtiers, were incapa-
ble of doing wrong. - If we are to judge by the minutes and
doctrine, -held out by the Klkhorn, Bracken, and North-
District Associations,-held in 1805—together with the no-
tion of some of our ministers relutive to unmerited slavery 5
we must conclude, that the old prophets—Samucl, Elijah,
'Elisha, Micdiah, yea and all t!lx) '

e prophets, together with

Joha the Baptist—1weré impertinent; meddling men :—for

we find by examining the sacred history, they dreaded no
consequences, spa'"r‘ég | r respected

And indeed, if the proghéts-, or ministers of Christ, will not
- speak in the cause of {od and truth ;—who may we expect
will 2-—In case of their silence, the * stones will cry out.”
It therefore, ;Yepcars‘to me, that aman {xvoured with free ac.
cess to the bibie, and he béing a-sineerelover of truth, and the

principles of the American revolution, (vis. supposing hime

"o be uninfluenced by custom, prejudice or interest) must be
wder a strange infatuation, who can plead the divine right
of unmer‘z;:‘},gﬂ involuntary, perpetual, absolute, hereditary
staviry, and lay himse!lf down silently and contentedly,
tunder the covert of an inconsistent and wicked folicy. .

.. Surely it cannot be forgotten (at least by old men) and I
hope will be acknowledged by all;«-*¢ that no free govern-

- ment, or the blessing of liberty, ¢an be prescrved to any
people; but by 2 firm adhérence t0 justice, moderation, tem«
E&nce,’ frugality, and virtué, and by frequent recurience to
#fandamental principles.” See the Declaration of Rights of
Virginia, ert, 15th.* But it will appear on a view of ths

-®. The constitution of Kentucky, article x. sec. 1. declares, « Thag
all free men, when (i. e. at the time) they form a scciz! compact, are
equal.”’—This cannot be ¢rue of all men(even free men) at uny tin e,
Becaive it is well known to the most superficial observers, ¢ That all
free men,” are not equal, viz. are not equally wise, hundsome, streag,
honest, &c.—But it1s ceriainly true of all men without diszizetizn, in
a primary sense. In this scnse all men are egitaly viz. Are equally
- entitled to their narural rights : whichi are, & The enjovment of lita
and liberty, with the means of acquiring and possessing property, and
pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.”=Sce Declaration of
Rights of Virginia. |

And if our convention had been consisfent, they must have made,

no sins, nor respected characters,
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present system of slavery among us, that it is subversive of
all these.  For there are few evils or sins, now existing, in
church, state or families,—but what risz out of, or are con-
nected with slavery. Now let the reader open his eves, -
when the catalozuc is staicd, and say if it be not fact.  "The

" _.evils or sins, that zrise out of, or arc connected with slevery,
o are on the master’s side—Tmperiousness, covetousness, idle.
ness, efenunacy, pride, hardheartedness, crucity, superfluity

of naughtiness, intemperence—an opportunity for secre for-
. nicationand adultery, prevention of lawful marriage, and of
obedience to parents, disqualifying converts for member-
" ghipin the church of Christ, &c. &c¢ :—and on the side of
the slaves, perpetual celibacy, orinevitable adultery, very of
ten, necessitous theft, lying, low cunning, s ignorance,

- dirtiness, indecency, fornication, &c. &e. &;'olfe laws of the
~ Jews ;—and from what I can gather, those of the Pagans and
Mahometans, freed or emancipated their proselytes, But it
- sems, Christianity, the most denign system ever promulgated
on earth, and which sets‘asi.de_all%istlgctiops among mei t—
. oF rather the proféssors of Christianity in America, make
n0 conscience of enslaving their fellow men, and in many in-

.‘ . N
- :

such declaration : whether they, or the citizens in géneral, had virtue
to carry it into execution or not.
Sec. 2. Declares the origin of all civil power in republican govern-
ments, &c. with the right of the people ¢ to alter, reform,” &c. °
| ‘Sec, ‘S. Expressly declares without exception, ¢ That .| men
~  Nave a natural and {ndefeasiblc right to worship Almighty God ac-
~ werding to thie dictates of their own consciences ; tl... no man sRall
L :le:mpelled to attemd, erect, or support any place of worship, orto
paintain any ministry against his consent : that no human authority
enght, in any case whatever, to controul or intcrfere with the rights
of conscience.”—From which it appears "whether it was intended or
mat) if we follow the literal meaning o words, which I presume, is
¥ way we are to read and understand our constitution and Jaws—
Haves may worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their
owa consciences, and are not to be compelled to attend, crect, or sup-
port_any place of worship, orto maintain any wministry against their
consent ;—and it seems, if they should be conscience &sund inrespect
to their conditicn as slaves, may filead their frecdom, frown the cliitrem
& That no human authority ought, in any case whatever, to controul
or interfcre with the rights of conscience ;”—All this follows of
oeursc, and cannot be ceunicd, viz. if we allow sl2ves to be nien,
Query. Can a person cnjoy the rights of conscicnce, who is ina
gate of absolute slavery? ' .

<
L™
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stances, their nearcst relations in the flesh j—but their breth.
ren in the bonds of the gospel of Christ 11 1—And what is

“very strange indced ! l—some of the modern ministers of

the gospel, join with our present wicked policy and say, or

by their silence consent, thatunmerited, involuntary, perpetu.

a}, absolute, hereditary sLavERY, is right, is just, and that

it is cousistcnt with both the old and new Testaments : 7=

and it seems, the ¢ proplelove to have it so :*—but I know ~
not ¢ what (they) will doin the end thereof.”.

Upon the whole, it appcars to me, thattwe have every
thing to fear as enlightened republican states, when politi.
cians,* clergy and laity, join together toact wickedly and in-
consistently, with the principles on which we first satout :=e
. .for after al{ “ honesty is the best policy.”

] -
*

! .. -

' CHAPTER IV.

UNMERITED, &C, SLAVERY, BXAMINED FROM YHS
= | scRIPTURRS.

< . Y

W YHE Scriptures or Sacred Writings are the stroNe
-ROLD, resorted to by contending parties, 2!moston all
- occasions :—and yet they continue to differ.  This proves
beyond allconmd’teuo' jon (at least to me) those writings are
not gencrally understood :—for if they were, and rightly view-
. ed and compared as a history of ancient and impertant ficts;
togcther with the doctrines and morality they contain—mus:
appear to such readers, worthy of a God:—and fimily
would bring all contending partics, into union, and everlas:-
ingly setile %:\?utes which now divide, and keep them
- asunder. ‘This I expect will be acknowledged by all
Christians.” But then the dispute will be, who, or what
'party among us, really understands the Bible best ?—This
1s not with me at present to say—Events, future cvents, will
determine it. | '

——

* Some of the advocates of unmeri‘ed, &e. slavery, wish all their cp-
Poscrs were in a state, or states, to themsclves t==but I am persuade
if it were so, that all the o/;%0scrs of slavery, together with ail wio
have no s/aves, were removed, sleve-koiders would find themselves in
a very loncsome situation —And many of theg be afreid to go 29
geep s—especially in some parts of the ynion, :
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Y believe the subject under examination, is given up, e«
ven by most of its (}uci(lvd advocates, on the principles of na-
pure, reason, justice, gvod policy, humanity and tne Ameri-
¢an revolution :—if it be not, I hope they will answer for

themselves, and come cut in a way that they may be Ao

by the citizens in general. L e -

B:fore I enter on this part of the examination, I wish, a-
gain, to call the rcader’s attention, and beg him to keep in
memory, that it is not merited bozzdage,\,s«zrvitudr: or slavery,
or that which is volunrary, or that which may be fora rerm of
-2ime, or that which may be for a father's or mother’s own
life time. But it is unmerited, involuntary, perpetual, abso
- Jute hereditary bondage, servitudz or sLavERY, that Tobject
to, as unnatural, unreasondable, unjust, impolitic, and that
- 18 inconsistent with the principles of the American re-
* volution :—it is this Aind of bondage, servitude or slavery, I
- am now about to examine from the holy scriptures. Cn

these premises, the djspute may be brought to'a speedy and
./ eertain jewae :—but to follow some men through all their

gumbligs, on al the serptures which mention seruanis,
wad-men, snd odedience of servangs to their masters &e. &e.

is tiresome, and nothing to the ‘P“TOSC afterall.  Theseare . -

things, that nobody that I know of has denied.” ' The fact is, .

i scripture can be found, to prove unmerited, involuntary,

. Perpetual, absolute, hereditary bendage, servitude or SLAVE-
.+~ RY, the advocates of that doctrine have gained their point :—

St v R AT

. §f not, their cause is forever lost,

s,

e will now pursue the inquiry, according to the premi-
~ Noaly’s ropbccy, Gen. ix: 25, relative to the future con-
dition of the inhabitants of Canaan, proves nothing in point. #

- G
_ % T am persuaded, that no passage in the sacred vojumeof Reve-
~ lation, has suffered mote abuse, than « Noah's cursc or malediction™
~ ==gs it Is generally expressed, by the fricnds of despotism.—Fron:
- thistext, they justify all the cruelties which have been comnmitted on
the sons of Africa, by the Portuguese, French, Spuniards, English
and Amcricans.—By it, they find cut, without havingrecourse to the
- principles of plilosophy, or the effects of nztural causes, how the Afri-
cans became bluck, have woolly hiir, flat nosesy no grist'c in thoir
ears, &c.—It answers them almost cvery purpose, and saves them
abundaince of lubour, both in philesophy, and in their furms, Kc.—
. Ham had four sons, viz. Cush, Mizraim, Phut and Canarn,  Gen. x:

’

é=And not onc of them is mentioncd in the propheey but Canzites.
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¥or if it should be argued that a part of the Canaanites,
were reduced even to a state of wnmerited, inveluntary, ab-
solyte savery. Itcan no where be made appear, that it
 was perpetual or hereditary :—for if their bondaze had been
- perpetualand hereditary, they must be still in slavery, which
cannot be true, for their old masters, the Fews themselves,
~have long since been scattered among, and are now tributa-
rics to other nations. But the reverse s truc 3 for very ma-
“ny of them, were only made tributarics of their brethren,
who themselves before had been dond.men, or servants in E.
- &ypt ;—so the Cannanites, in this instance, became ** ser.
 vants of servants.”” That vast numbers of the Canaanites
- were only tributaries, sce Dcu. xx : 10, 11. also Judg. i: 27.
totheend. . And those of them who were hought and re.
eeived into Jewish families, if they should become prose-
lytes ;—and at any rate their children, who were oblized to
be circumcised, were entitled to the privileges of Jewish ci-
tizens, f'So :t,hﬁt:;mthing like—perpetual, hereditzry slavery
ppears from this passage. . o
o am;g‘cbmharn’s three hundred and eighteen * trained servants,
. born in his own house,” Gen. xiv: 14.aad thos= we read of,
. chap. xvii : 12. “bought with money ‘of a stranger,”—
~ will by no means prove that kind of slavery I plvad apainst,

ve®

~ Those mentioned in the first passage, are repressnted more
~under the character of fffg,ﬂ?@rw[diﬂs; ‘than. men ina stite
. of abject sLaverY-«and those spoken of in the lutter, said
. tobe*“bought with money,”—proves fia/more than that
 they were servants fora certain term, or perhups for life.
Iucli is very likely to bave been the case j—for weread no-
~ thing of saidservants, or their progeny, when his grand-
- “sonJacob, movedinto Egypt j~~though the number of souls,
 are parti~ Jarly mentioned, who went down with that patri.
- arch, together tithan inventory of their possessions:—and
not a servant, or bond.-men or stoman, mentioned in the
- ‘whole, see Gen, xlvi: 6, £6,27. It appears therefore, that
- nothing can be gathered out of this acccunt, in favour of—
- perpetual, heredstary stavegy. -

. L

# Cursed be Canaan; a servant of sérvants shall he be to his bre-
threny” &c. Chap. ix: 25,=Of this prophecy, if Im.y so say tiey
maie a saddle for every horse, they are gisposed to vi'e. It should
secm by their explanations, that Canin’s descendints peopied all
Africa :=-and that Cush, Mizraim and Phut, had w0 efispricg.
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It must be very evident to an unprejudiced mind, that the
servants and bondage, which existed in those days and nati.
ons, differed very much, from that which now peevails and
s advocated (I am sorry it canbe said) by chiistims, A
ool of this, appears from the account we have of Abiuham?s.
'{mnd-woman lagar, Rachel’s and Leah’s hand-nmuaias Bil

_hah, Zilpah, whom these patriarchs, itsceins took to be their
wives, with and by the consent of their misticsses,  If there-
forc, the bare mentioning, or even the recital, of the cus:

- toms, lawsand manners of ancient countrics and patriarchs,
handed down to us by sacred history, warrants, or tolerates

- us in one r4ing, why not in another ¢ Consequently, polig-

amyora fiz:ralz'g_y of wives, stands. on as good ground, as
Perpetual, hereditary slavery (and though a wicked doctrine)
~.an be as well defended by a perversion of the holy scrip.
tures. And further, if it should be proven, that the servanss
and dond.people of those days, were legally in a state of per-
- Pual, hereditary slavery, it must of course, introduce the
- goowine bf the Emancipation of slaves.  In consequence

- 8% which, the No. Dltrict Assoclation of Buptists, will

fave to acknowledge thelr wrong, for ¢ expelling the author,
¥am his seat in the Association for preaching the dectrine

of Emancipation.” * For if Hagar, Bithah, and Zilpah,

. *.As this piece did not go to the press so soon as was at first in.

tended, it gives the author an opportunity, and he thinks it necessary
‘anid is happy to add this note for the information of such of his readers,

- who may be unacquainted with the affair. | C

-""The North District Association, of which he was a membery at
their meeting in October 1805, in consequence of charges sent.
e 'uiainst him from the Bracken Association, relative to emancipation,
where he had the month before attended as a correspondent, under«
took to try him for the same, and it was settled. "Atthe same time
they gave advice to two enquiring churches, which advice, formed a
rule for the trial of ministers, who should preach'unsound doctrine,
&ec.. In October, 1806, the association dealt with him under the suid
rule; and expelled him from his seat in the association publicly,

¢ for preaching emancipation®—and sent on a committee, totake him
under dealings in the church at Mountsterling, whére his' member-
ship is. But to the lasting honour, of the members of the associ- -
ation, in October, 1807, they procecded and determined as follows:
« On the motion of brother James Quissenberry, after consideras

s ble discussion, the association agreed to re-considcr the whole of the

business inthe case of Llder Duvid Burrow.. e "

% On the motion of brother James French, the ussociation agreed

“to annuland revoke the act of last association, in expelling Elder Da-

. .
. ) ‘ ’
) .

\
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Abraham’s and Jacob's wives, were in the same stafe that
slaves among us are, then gertainly, the patriarchs must have
~ Emancifated the children had by thein, or they would accor-
ding to our laws, have been the proferzy of their other bro-
thers: whichwas not the case.  For Ishmael was the fa.

ther of a powerful nation,—and Dan, Naphtali, Gud and
~ Asher, were fathers of respectable tribes in Israel,  There-
fore, the doctrine of ¢ crfetzml, hereditary slazery, falls through
on the ground of the bend-men and bond-women, mentioncd
in those days +=—or the doctrine of Emancipation, follows of
course. S |

- The passage, Lev. xxv: 44, 45, 46. so often referred to
by the advocates of despetism, or in other terms, by the
friends of unnierited, involuntryy, perpetual, absolute, hered-
tary slavery, cannot on a close examination, answer their
purpose. ‘ Both thy bond-men and thy bond-maids which
gfou shalt have, shall be of the Heathen that are round about
~you; of them shall ye buy bend.men and bond-maids.
- Moreover, of the children of the strangers that do sojourn
. among you, of them shail ye buy, and of their fumilies, that
- are with you, which they begat {i¥:6ur land :«<—and they: shall
~ ‘be your possession. And ye shall take them as an inheri-
tance for your children after you, to inherit them for a pos-
session ; they shall be your bond-men forever : § but over

vid Barrow, from his seat in association, and appointing a committee
~to deal with him in the chuTch at Mountsterling, and to reverse the
decision of the council of five ministers in the case of s2id Barrowe—e
and also to rescind the advice given to Providence and Boon’s Creek
churches, by the association in the year 1805 ; in conformity to which
advice, as Iorming a rule for the trial of ministers, the council of
five ministers reported to last association, they had dealt with Elder
- David Barrow, upoi which report last association acted in szid case.**

—See Minutes of North District Association, in 1505, 1806, and .
~1807. - )

t The advocates of Aereditary slzvery, put a paculiar emphasison
the phrase « for ever,” asit occurs in this place—Butitis nothing to
~ their purpese i—because, the land of Canaan, vras given to the sced
of Abraham ¢ for ever.” Gen. xiiis 15, ¢ Forall the land which thou
scest to thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever.” Bu: thev have
since lost their land, and with it, one would think, their Lond men
and their bond maids ; or else we must conclude.thatone & for ever,”
was longer than the other.—However, I will allow, if any amonyg us,
can prove themselves to e of the Israelitish steck. and cen find Ca-
waanites, thoy may hold them, as bond men and bond maids :=ebut
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your brethren the children of Tsrael, ye shall not tule one o~
ver another with rigor.”  Though this may prove wmmerit-
ed, involuntary, absolute, personcl servitude, bondage or sla-
wery for life : it fails to prove, perpetual, hereditary servi-
tude, bondage or slivery. For the children of the bond-
people, mentioned above, could not be affected by the con-
dition of their parents, For as has been before obscrved,
such children, were according to the positive command of
God, obliged to be circumncised, and so consequently, be-
came entitled to the privileges of Jewish citizens : and were
to be esteemed brethren, children of Israel who it seems,
according to the above injunction, were not to be ruled over
with rigor. - s o0 o o
.~ That the horrid ahd unnatural practice of trading or mer
. thandizing on the human species, was anciently in vogue 4-
- mong the eastern nations, may be learnéd from Joseph’s bre.-
"~ thren, selling him to the Ishmaclites, or Midianites, and they

r - . 0 . . }

fo.

then I must say, they ought to take them home to Canaan j=-which:
is the only place, that they have a right according to'the text, to hold
them as suc¢h.-<For it is expressly said, var.'42. « Both thy bond |
men and thy bond maids, which thou shalt have, shall be ofthe
Heathen that are round cbout you; of them shall ye buy bond men
and bond maids.” And ver. 45. ¢ Moreover, of the children of the
strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall you buy, and of
their families, thut are with you, which they begut in your land + and
they shall be your possession,” &c. To make this passage serve
their purpose, they must metamorphose, or change us Americun Gen-
. tiles into Jews, and the western continent of America, into Canaan
or'the land of Palestine.  Then if the general government will pass
an act to sanction it—according to this text, it should seem, we may
fall into buying (but let the reader take notice, the text mentions
dothing of selling) our heathen neighbours the Indians, and white
Jheathens who are round about and among us, and their childreny
which they begat, or huve begotten in our land, and have bond men
and bond miaids in abundance, without crossing the great Southern
Ocean, to distress the unofiending inhabitants of Africa, dooming
them and their pesterity toabject and perpetual slavery. Note-also,
~ here is no mention, of the children of the purchased, descending to
the children of the purchasers. ¢ And ye shall take them as an in-
heritance for your children afier you, to inherit them for a possession ;
they shull be your bond men for ever”—rviz. during the life,or lives
of the person, or persons purchased ; butnot a word of children’s de-
scending to children.—1 think I have heard of a few covetous bigots,
who from the phrase ¢ for ever” in this text, &c. have concluded, that
all who have siaves here, will have a right to, and hold them in the
o mext world,
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to Potipha * an Tigyptian.”  Geun. xxrviit 86, and chape
xxxix: 1. - Also,sce Eza, xxviis 130 ¢ Javan, Tuba)
and Mesheck, they were thy merchants ¢ they tradéd the pere
sous of men and vessels of brass in thy market.” But he
must be a strange kind of a christian, who will argue the di.
vineright of the slavery, I plead against, from the historic
account of those wicked facts: and especially when we
take into view, the prohibition, and awful denunciation
of God, against those who shall be guilty of thelike. Exo.
xxi: 16. ¢ He that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if
he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to deuth. s
And the Apostle Paul, ranks  men-stealers,” with and
- amobg, the most atrocious culprits. 1 Tim. i: 9, 10.
« Knowing this, that the law is tiot'made for a rightenus
man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly
and for sinoers, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fa-
thers and murderers of mothers, for man-slayers, for whore-
wiongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for
men-gealers, for liurs, for pers\ﬁred persons; and if there be
any ot et thing that is contrary to sound doctrine.” If any
should deny the sin of men steading, who hold and maintain
the doctﬁ\hg of wimerited, involutita gt,tfemal, absoliuze, e
. veditary 81 A%k‘\k\y,‘as it respects the African race among us;

" letthem prove, that the * receiver, is not as bad as the thief,”
-Or in other terms, whether they do not on this occasion,
¥ bear Wﬂﬁsﬁ?ﬁ*ﬁf\"ﬁ‘y alfow " e "‘Wick‘ec} deeds of the Bri-
tish parﬁamem*mﬂ theirtm&ers 3 ml' they ihdeed kidnapped;
or used unlawlul means to come atithem, and the advocates
of the doctrine, justifiy the parliatuent, &c. by holding the
Africans and their posterity, in theabove kind of slavery,”
1 have no doubt, but Mat, xxiii: 29,30. And Lukei:
'47&%8, will apply in this case. |

A

e servants of Saul, David, Solomon and others, whom-
we read of, appear to have been their sudjccss, soldiers, cone
fectionaries, cooks, bakers, &e. &e.  Sce 1 Sam. viii: 10,
to 19. Or at any rate, were only hirelings, dependints, or
‘were bought for life. But admitting they were in a state of
unmerited, involuntary, adsolute, bondage, servitids or slvery,
1 believe it cannot be proven from those accounts, that
it was perpetual, hereditar borfdctge, seryeiude or slavery,
they ‘were under, viz. such as is plead for by the desgors of
our day :—if any think otherwise, let them make it appear.

. ‘Che word or term sLAVE, occurs twice in the holy Scrip.

-
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tures (on which some place great confidence) viz. Jer, fi: 14,
- Rev. xviii: 13, In the former it stands in the singular, in’
the latter it is in the plural.  But it will appear to attentive
readers, even from the face of our English Bibles, that the
word (slave or slaves) was not in the original text at all—
‘Nor even, known among the ancienss, in the sense fixed and
-authorized by the lows of the British parliament,* and (I am

I

‘gorry to say) sanctiotied by the Jaws of some of the Unired
States of America. Where the word stave, is found in Jer.—-
three questions scem to be asked in the same verse:—¢ [s

Israel a servant? Jr he a homeborn stave ? Why is he

- 8poiled ?’—Here it is observable, that both the first verbs in
the sentence are in ialics, and also the word slave; there-
fore leaying out the iralics, or supplement, the text will read

. Ghus:—% Lyrael @ servam? He a homeborn? Why is he

oiled —~That in Rev. xviii: 13 ~the margin has it

{dodies )—Then it will read—* And beasts, and ‘she«:g, and

* Morses, and chariots, and Jod¥es, and souls of men.”  Bodies

imd soudsof men! A distinguishing characteristic of the trade

- #f the great whore of Babylon, which is the very guintessence

Wipepery, and the foundation of absolute monarchy. Bodies

hed souls of men—Unnaturai and shocking traffic, to be car.

#d on by rational beings, enightened republics—and above

@, by Crristians! ! ! But one comfort is, the dowrifull of

thegreat wrors, is-at hand.. The word sidve appearstobe

of moderndate. Bailey’s Dictionary, %’sjes the der1vation and
Wgfinition as follows: ** A srave, (Esclave, Eclave, Spa-

#ish-—Sclave, Teutonic—As if he should say— A Sclavoni- -

#m;-of which a great numb.r were taken captives by the Ger.

.gimis and Vencdans)-a perpetual servant, a drudge, a person

fa the absolute power of a masttr.” But wili any who are

Yovers of right, or friends to the American revolution, justify .

_the Germansand Venetians in their conduct towards the Scla-
wvinicys 2 Orundertake to advocate the doctrine of urmerited,

-imvoluntary, perpetual, absolute hereditary slavery, as derived

«from Sclavonian; or from hence, pretend to make out, that

- the words servant and sluve, are of cqual datc, or synonymcus

. .® I'would have gratified the reader, with some cx’trz‘xctsqf the par-
- lamentary laws velative to the /frican slave trade, co=—but they were

not in my posscssion; nor could I handily come at them. Any

christion gentleman, who may be inclined to justi{y the present svstem

of slavery, will bring Ui, Srward o waraneile them to the chris-

tian religion, and hic may dependy he will do numbers of professors a
fpecial fuvour. | ~




~ terms? If there should an unprejudiced, disinterested bein
~in our, enlightrned day exist of this cast—the worst harm I
- wish him is'(s0 as not to affcct his posterity) that he werea
~ slave in some of the states of Barbary, till he learned more
~sense.*  But in such a sehoo! of instruction, I suppose sucha

- person’s slavery, would continue but for a very shore time.
I will now in my examinations, turn to the new Testa-
- ment. The Centurion’s servant that we read of, Mat. viii:
9. “For I am a man under authority, having soldiers un.
derme: and I say to this man, go, and he goeth; and to
“#nother, comé, and he cometh; and to my servant, do this,
and he doeth it”—is’ thought by some very conclusive in
favour of wnmerited, involuntary, perpetual, absolute, heredi-

tary slavery. But 1 should have thought, that any person
who had the least acquaintance with militury governinent,

~ would have known better. ‘This Centurion, was a Roman
‘captain, of an hundred men—And indeed, he himself was
but a servant to the emperor, as he'sbserves to the Saviour
!¢ For I am a mdn under authority.” Every body knows,
or otight to know, that such an ofiicer, ceulé select one of
. Nis men, to wait upon him, wana e his camp affairs, &e.
who might very properly be called his servant, without be.
f.inzgrhis siave, in the sense, I plead against. -
“he passage, Luke xvii: 7, has been introduced by the

‘2

““‘L

# Bome of the advocates of slavery, in the present case, lay all the
-&lame on the British parliament, and their wicked n:erchants and
traders ; but let not America flatter herself, she is gui'/ees in this ¢fs
Jaic. We Jearn there was in the latter end of the reign of David, a
famine thice years in the land ; and when he came to enquire of the
Lord, for the cause—he received for answer :==¢ It is for Saul, and
~ his bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites,” This visitation
fell on the nation, a long time after the wicked Jeed had been com-
mitted :——God, in his goodness, gave the kingdom. space to repent
-and atone for the iniquity ; but they repented not——DBut it secr:s, three
ears famine at last, brought them to their senses, and diove the
ing to do justice.—See 2 Sam. xxi: 1, &e¢. S
Wrong has been committed vn the sons of «frica, and it has gene-
Tally come to the knowledge of the sons of «dmerica, ond they have had
~sufficient time to consider of ity and have had labour out ot them and
‘their fore fathers and mothers, to more than reimburse their Acllers,
for any thing that has been given, or done) to or for. these sons and
daughters of affliction ;—therefore, justice says, £ then for i, und
let them go free, as soon as the nature of the cyse will admit of 47,
consistent with their good, and the safesy of the stcres :—for I verily
‘believe that the existing slevery of the 4Lfrican'race, wizh its concomi-
gunts, is the crying six of the nasion, . v
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‘advocates of the above kind of slavery. ¢ Which of you
having a servant plowing, or feeding cattle, will say unto
him by and by, when he is come from the ficld, go, and sit
' down to meat ?” &c. But what does this amount to? Does
it affect the subject under examination? Does it prove un-
merited, &c. sLAVERY ?—If any would wish to know,
what kind of servants, those were mentioned in the above
tescr—let them turn to chap. xv: 17, ¢ How many Aired
" -gervants of my Father’s have bread cnough and to spare, and
X perish with hunger!”” See also, Marki: 20. * And
they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the Aired ser-
Y oams,” &c.—And several other passages might be produced
% the same gzu os¢. - o - ‘
We read ph. vi: 5, &c. ¢ Servants, be obedient to
. them who aré your masters according to the flesh,” &c.
~ AlsoCol. §ii: 22, ¢ Servants, obey in all things your mas-
" fers, sccording to the flesh,”” &c. And 1 Tim. vi: 1. ¢ Let
@s many servants as are under the ’Foke, count their own
‘masters worthy of all honour,” &c. Tit. ilk 9. ¢ Exhort
" scrvants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please
- them wel! in all things ; not answering dgain,” &c. And 1
Pet.ii: 18. ¢ Servants be subject to your masters withall
fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the fro- -
ward,” &c.* But on examining these sacred passages cither
.separately or collectively, I cannot see any thing, to support
-the,doctrine I plead against. These might have been Aired
servants, indentured servants, or convict servants,” &c. But
supposing for a moment, the servants above mentioned, were

’ S " R

L]

% To jnsist upon, and exhott servan’s, whether hirelings, inden.
- fured, coiivicted transpiortayor such who havz agreed to serve a certein
r'(ﬁqf timey to be transportzed to a foreign cuntry, &c. to obedience,
. .-* Rozesty, &c. is cpostolicy and has founda‘ion in equity und reason, and
" purely is'the dutiy of every minister of the Gospely and all the lovers
- §f mwrality and grod order. But to address peraons, in a state of un-
gerited, involuntary, adsoluté, perpetuul, horeditary slavery, under
the tnnocent, scriptural character or reladon, of scrvants; is what we
t in conscience do-~Because, we consider it; a perversion of
scrip:uve, an abusc of language, a method to inislead the ignorant,
flater the greart, sink the oppressed still iower, intreduce relations,
which have no fouadation in scripture, reason, or justice, viz. des/iot
* and vassal—and finaliy, to sap even the very foundation of the Ame-
rican revolution.  Yet I ever huve thought, and stiil think it proper,
to _dvisc cven our poor sluves, to behave themselves honestly, hume.
bly and obedisntly :—.nd oc pauticnt and prayerfuly till God, in bis
yoridence, shall aiter their condition for the better. L e

. # -
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ina state of unmerited, tnvoluntary, absolute servitud., *:n-
dage or slavery, fur life—Yect nothing appears from tne above
cited texts, or from any other part of sacred - © . o justily
perpetual, hereditary servitude, bon” - . s.sucry, via, sucn
as British and Arierican laws have inflicted upon the Ajri.
cans and their unborn descendants in America. 1repeat it,

~ % if any think otherwise, let them make it appear,” from the
holy Scriptures, and the controversy will be at an end.
n pursuing the examination, 1 find the whole tenour of
‘both law and gospel, is against unmerited, &c. slavery.—0Op-
ression and extortion, which are nymous terms, are
eld outin both Testaments, as bigk%é: nsive tp Ged :—
“to quote passages, to prove this, would be needless, to those
~ who are conversant with the Bible. To ogpress, signifies,
1o injure, use, or press hard upon a person or thing, by vi.
olence or authority. To exrort, signifies to exact illegally,
or &gt or take violently, and by unjustifiable means to abuse
- authority, and under that pretence to get or tuke more then
is due. If then, it would be thought injurious, or ill usage,
to exact illegally, to get or take violently, or by unjustifiuvle
means, to deprive a fellow creature, of a few peunus, sn.iings,
or pence ; what can be said of that usage, which deprives a
man of all that he has ; and then ens/aves Lim und hus poste-
rity, to the latest generations? ‘This is oppression or extortion,
in the Aighest degree:—and I think it would Le well, for the -
advocates of unmerited, &c. slavery, to tulie it into serious
COMidt'rati ) ] )
- Further, it does appear, from the holy Scriptures, that the
above 4ind of slavery, is inconsistent with mercy and justice.
The word mercy, significs, * pity, compassion, cicmency,
and bbunty towards our fcllow creatures.” ‘Ile word jus-
tice, signifies, * equity, reasonableness, uprigh:nuss, icge-
lity, or judgment.” And these the Saviour Lolds forth, as,
* the weightier matters of the law, judgment, merey,” &e. -
Mat. xxiit: 23. And charged the men of that gencration
with their omission—** For ve pay tithe of miut, und avise]
and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matiers of the
law, judgment, mcrcy,”” &c.  And his prophet Micah, under
the influcnce of the same spirit, long before, tauglit the same
doctrine. Sce Mic. vi: 8. ¢ He hath shewed tiice, O mun,
what is good ; and what Coth the Lord require of thee, but
to do justly, and to leve merey, and to walk humbly with tire
God 2* Numbers of passages might be broughe iorward to
the same pnrposc—us ¢ Blessed wre the merctiuls for ey

4
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shn!l obtain merey.” Mat. vi 7. ¢ Be ye thercfore merci-
fu!, ns your Fatheralsois merciful.” Luke vi: 56. ¢ For he
szl have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no
mcrey; and merey rejoiceth against judgment * Jamesii:
13. Andit is sud, Prov. xii: 10. * A righteous man re-
gardeth the life of his beast; but the tender mercics of the
wicked arce cruel.” These remarks may seem to bear very
hard ;—but I ask, what justice or mercy, there can be, in
taking an unoffending people forcibly from their native
country, and that at a great distance, under the pretence of
refining and christianizing them, and then reducing them, and
their posterity to abject hereditary slavery 2— Subjected to
every species of drudgery and il usage—Raised without the
knowvledge of letters, even so as to be able to read the Aoly
Serip:ures.—1l such treatment, be eitherjust or merciful—
whatis not? o . o -
The slavery under examination, appears contrary, to the
example and doctrings of - the blessed Redeemer. He hadno
. slaves, butit seems wrought for his livelihood (at least, before
bie entered on his public ministry) at the business of a car-

- penter.  “* s not this the carpenter the son of Mary .
Murk vi. 3. The doctrines he taught, were most pure and
“benevolent: such thatawakened the resentment of the vicious,

but were zuspearably delightful to the souls of the truly pious
—Doctrines, that directly; o[.{pascd every species of eppression,
Sraud, revenge, &e.  Let the whole of his sermon on the

- Mount be attended to, and his discourses, and remarks else-
where, on different occasions, and I think it will appeur to sn
-unprejudiced reader, that ke wasno friend, to unmerited, &c.
- glavery.” One instange of this, with its effccts, is, when he
preached ata certain time at Nazareth. Lukeiv: 18, 19,
¢ The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anoint.-
-ed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance (emancipution)
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, toset at
% liberty (or emzncipate*) them that are bruiscd; to preach

* It is somcthing strange, to those who have not considered it,
how far ignaraznce, firejudice and interest, viill carvy mankind —LEmane
cipation, i3 an iznceent English word, and significs ¢ the act of sctiing
fece® The verb, to exancipate, from which the substantive, or
word, grmuncifaticn, is derived—significi— to sct free from secivi-
tude.” DButof late, we have somne, who arc estcemed men of ralents,
wlo i{ those terms, <hould occur in a discourse, thitk that sedition or
Aerery is hicld foith. From hence it should scem, that the words,
N'erzyy freedor, ke. &c. ought to be expunged from our langyuge.
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. the acceptable year of the Lord:”” The cflects were, ver. 22.
¢ And all (the truly pious) bure him witness, and wondered
at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth.*?
Ver. 28. ¢ And all they in the synagogue, (the proud and
selfish) were filled with wrath.” Ver. 29. AnA rose up, and

.- thrust himout of the city,’’ &c. Similartreatmentmany of his

servantshave met withsince on like occasions. However, Iam
apprized, that it will be said by the advocites of unmerited,
&c. slavery—a'l such passages that we meet with, either in
the old or new Testaments, are to be taken a/zgorically, and
do mot respect our political situations at all :—and that the

~ Saviour did not interfere with civil or political matters in any

case whatsoever. This is true indeed, viz. as a civi/ judge.
But it is cbservable, Luke, xiii: 13, 14, 15, &c. thatthough
he would not act as a civil judge, in the case of the man who
.appealed to him, as suck, or in other terms, desired him say-
ing, ¢ Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inhe-
ritance with me,”—Yet he immediately added, ¢ and said
unto them, take heed and beware of covetousness,” &c.—
which tully embraced the subject—and in fact, was giving a
Judgment against the drother who had con:mitted the wreng:
and the sequel, proves him, and all who will and do, tuke
undue advantagres of their rethren, luxurious roors. See
Ver, 20. To suj.pose, that Jesus Christ, had no regud to
common justice, is paying him a very poor costsliment, as the
God ofthe universe, and final judge of all things. The truth
is, his examples and doctrines, are sufficient grides in every
case, mtthoséwhd love and wish to cbey the truth;e—and
when rightly understood’ and applicd, sct aside the 4ind of
slavery uader examination. B

 'The exercise of no passicn, belonging torational creaturcs,

issorepeatedly impressed in the holy Scriptures on markind,
‘a8 charity or loae—OUbcdience to this * royal Luw,” as it is
.expressed, James ii: 8, would supercede all other laws—It
‘would lead to a general reformation of imanziers, tend to me-
Tiorate the state of the miscrable amonyg us, conauer eremies
without injuring them, spread the blessed gespd into foreian
purts, prevent litigious and expensive faw suite, settle diik.
cultics in the church of Christ, produce harmeay and happi-

“ness amang nations, neighboursand fumilies ;5 by inlluencing

husbands, wives, pareats, children, neighbours, magistrates,
citizens, masters and servants, to their duty.  In shert, no-
thing would make them so happy as foe. 1 do net mun
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self-love 2 far an over proportion of i, is the bane of society,

- and one of the strongest proott, of the depravity of man, It
Cissaid, Lev, xix: 18, ¢ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thysclf,”  And it is well known, without citing passages to
~make it appear, that our §:viour and liis Apostles, unitormly
inculcated the same doctrine, Aund as a distinpuishing
thark, by which we may know se/f or Aypocritical love, From
that which is of a genuine hind—we have an infillible rule.

- Rom. xiii: 10, “ Love worketh no ill to his retyhhour:
- therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” But unmerited,
~ imvoluntary, perpetual, chiolute, hereditary slavery. works
.the greatest ill to our neighisour, because, it deprives him of
. every thing, that is near and dear to a rational creature in
. Whis world —1 mean his birth-right, his and his offspring’s
- all here below, viz.—his L1BERTY—2nd thatto PERPETUAL
~ GENERATIONS! ! !—And this is'hot all, for he and Ais, are
st only deprived of the right of liberzy, but subjugated to
‘almost every kind of abuse, drudgery, ggrtiness,\ brought up
{n worse than Gothic ignérance, &ec. &e. &e. But if the
gtate of the slavz should be tolerable, or even comforiable to-
- day, (as is the case, under some owners) he knows not who
will be the successor, how Ae, or Lis, will be treated, or where
they will be sent 10:—for they are torally at the disposal of
! “every one, into whose Aands they may fald.® * If holdnga

. '* 'To see a man (a Christian) in the most serious period of all his
Hfe—making his last will and testament—and in thc most solemin
. ‘munner addressing the judge of all the eurthe=In the name of God,
 JAmen—aHearken to him—he certainly must be in earnest !—He is
. -¢losing all his concerns here below !—He will very shortly appear
.+ “‘efore the judge, where kings and slaves have cqual throoes !—He

.
. .

proceeds. - o o |
-7 Item. I give and bequeath to my son———a negro’ man named——
- fnegro woman named——vwith five of her youngest children.
Item. I give and bequeath to my dauglhiter———a negro raan named
~ e e=dls0 a negro womman named——with her three children.
 Item, All my other slaves, whether men, women or chiidren, with
ail my stock of horses, cattle, sheep and hogs, I direct to be sold to
, . the highest bidder, and the monies arising therefrom {alter paying
"7 my just debts) to be equally divided between my, two above named
. children! ! ! ‘ |
The abuve specimen is not exapgerated ; the like of it often turns
~.up.  And whatcan a real lover of the 1ights of man, say in vindica-
tionthercof ? . E _
- Suppose for a moment, that the testator, or if the owner, dies in-
. testate (which is often the cuse) was cver so humane a person; who
. eun vouch for their heirs and successors 2—"This consideration, if neoe
thing elic, oug ht to make all siave holders tuke heed what they do g
% for ihey wust give an account of themselves to Cod.'”
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fellow creature in such a stare, and treatiny himinsuchig
anner, (when it is in my power to do otherwise) be to
“ rove him as myself,’’ and to ¢ do to himas I would he
should do tome;* I say, if this be consistent with * the roy-
~allaw,” then I must confess, I neither understand/our Sa-
~ viour, his prophets or apostles. o
.. -Forasmuch then, asitappears on examination, that the de.
tested, distorted monster, unmerited, &ec. slavery, is not the
production of nature, reason, justice, geod policy—nor to be
Joundinall the holy scriptures ; the only propercenclusion is;
‘+ that the above kind of slavery, is of diabolic extraction; a
“spawn of the devil, begotzen ‘of he himself, by an unnatural
commerce on fallen human nature, 'Thelikeness of it among
any other beinys, is not to be found 1n heaven, earth or hell.
. Finally, unmeriied, involuntary, perpetual, absolute, here.
~ ditary slaviery; appears to be inconsistent with nature, rea-
son, justice, good paz":};y, and Aofy Seripture ; and also, with

the principles of the American revolution. Andindeed with . -

our own, and the real interests of our children and our coun-
. try: which next to our owm. imntortal happiness and the'
| ‘gtqgﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁbﬁld lie nearour hearss.
- The above kind of slavery is inconsistent, with all those
Sine, generous, tender, nobleﬁ%liiigs‘, which gdorn human na-
ture. A . | | .
- From the experience I have had, and the observations I
have made, it is impossible as an owner of slaves, so to act
towards them in general, as to give them content, and render
~ them zolerably happy, and keep a coriscience void of gfence to-
. ewards God and mian: for 1 have heard some confess that
their slaves have caused them to run into more sin, than alj

things else. ' ,
| lﬁ)on the whole, I do most sincerely pity (as well as blame)
~ those poor Christians, and others, who arc involved in the
Sashionable sin of holding slaves, who must feel at times the -~
scourges of conscience on the occasion, and foresze the bitter
consequences which do, and will, in future attend iz » yet will
plead for, and hug the evil. o
{ am apprchensive, some suppose, thatwe wha are called
emancipators, envy the /uz{;pfness of our shive-hoiling bre.
thren and neighbours, and that we would wishto wrese
what they call their provesty fromthem ol of a sudien, with-
out their consent: but they ave under a griss mistales at

fcast, as itrespects mysclf. r
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~ 1do not khoir one among us, who is in favour of an in-
mediate general emancipation.  ‘Those who have considered
ithe subject, know, that itisa matter of very great imfortance,
and that it will require time, to prepare those sons and daug h-

ters of wretchedness. toreceive the Dlessing of liberty, as well

as to remove the prejudices, e, of the citizens in general.

.. 'The truth is, we wish. to sec the good citizens of the United
. States, rationally convineed of the iniguity of unmerited, &c.

;.and the liberation of slaves broyght on in a way,

. donsistent With their good, and with as litdle loss to their oxn-

ers aid sueccessors as may bde, and so asto give no shock tor
thie community. S o
Here two questions generally arise, from the advocates of
slavery, 1. ¢, %ow can the emancipation of slaves take place
ga equitable terms? And if they were emancipated, what

~cinbedone with them? To which I answer :—Let the citi.

gens in general get convinced of the iniquity and impolicy-

~ ofhe practice, and the horid consequences which do, and

certzinly will in future attend it, and there is no doubt but
their wisdom ‘will find out a way to effcct their liberation,

consistent with the good, of il parties.

But should we lic still, * basking in the sunshine of peace
and freedom,”? Lousting of our constitution and laws, which
vender us the most happy people on earth; till God shal! be

| pmvol.ed, to avenge those suffering fellow-creatures of ours,
- who for ages have groaned under the heavy hand of oppres.
. #im, the galiing chains of abject slavery :—we may reason-

_.‘t‘xs)cct -the visitation on our part, will beawful indeed !
0 . [3 ¢, :

"I following questions are asked twice in‘one chapter, Jer.
v: 9,29, “ Shall T not visit for these things? saith the

- Hord : and shall not my soul be avesged on such i nation us
- It appears from the sacred history, that the crying sins of
.~ Jorael and Judah of old, which so ﬁ‘t‘(}ﬂ?!‘.ﬂ v brought the

o

 fudgments of God en thr ple,were idolctry, drzanknness,
S |

whoredom, false and profane swearing, und extortion or op-
pression of the poor and Aeltloss; und it vnmerited &e. sla-

, be not oppression, 1 know 1ot what oppression is.

n coaversation on the subject of slavery, 1 have heard
many arguments and what arc called proofs to cstablish it,
and ulso, 2 number of objections against cmancipation, bu
I remember to have seen but two solitary printed picees in
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“its faveur: from whence it should scem, that there are but
- few wh> are capuble of writing, whose consciences will
suficr them to espousc the cause, |
. The arguments and proofs in favour of slavery, are mostly
~drawn from four sources, o
~1st. From the Scripture account, we have of servants,
bond men, bond maids, servants under the yoke, and the
- obedience that is so strictly and repeatedly enjoined on therh
~ to their mastersin the ncw Testament.  All this nobody de-
nies, this does not touch the matter in dispute : 1z is unme.
rited, &e. slavery we deny: and on examination it appears,
~ no Scripture can be found to support the doctrine ¢ ;jt there.
- fore, falls through upon this ground. ; o
2. Slavery is plead for by some, from the decrees, fores
knowledge and permission of God. But to support any doc-
' trine or pgctice, on this principle, as has been 'before ob-
served, is'to justify all the abominations that hive cver in-
fested our world. The truth is, the moral and positive com-
mands of Géd, are the only safe rule, for the government.of
our conduct through life.  And our Saviour, comprehends:
the whole of* the moral law, under two heuds, namely,—
- % Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,” &e.
“ and thy neighbour as thyself,> .

o W e Y G T A e T
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'8. Slavery is supported by others, from a supposition,
~ that the grand progenitor of the African race, must huve been
‘ uilty of some almost unpardonable offence ; thoughno body
_ E:ows what it was, unless it were, Ham’s mocking at his fa-
" ther’s nakedness, when he lay uncovered inhistent. Butitis
" unluck for the advocates of slavery, this actount but b:dly .
serves their purpose, because the prophetic curse denounced
on this occasion, was against Canaan only, and it is evident
from the best authority, that he did not scttle-in Africa. So
Q that we are still left at a loss to know, what this great crime
was, that Cush, Mizraim and Phut, (the other sons of-Ham) _
were guilty of, that their offspring should be doomed to pere "~ -
petual, hereditary slavery. - , A
4. Sluvery is justiiied by many, on the ground or princi-
ple of Christion experience. |
The argument runs thus: We hope we have been con.
vinced of sin, and have obtained forgiveness for the same,
through our Lord Jesus Christ—and amidst ali oui convie.
tion, ncver saw that enslaving the Negroes wasasin; there.

]
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fore, we cannot think it to be wrony to kold them as sluves,
provided we use them well, * S
- 1st. Here let it be observed, that many have been con.
vinced. of sin, and have shewn hopeful signs of repentance and
of forgivencss, have gone far, stood long, possessed great
zeal, acquired much knowledge, been in high estcem among
christians, have done much good, in, and for the church of’
Christ, &c. with whom the work of conviction and repent-
ance, was not genuine afterall, =~ ‘
-2, It is possible, that a person may have been, rationally,
powerfully and spiritually, convinced of sin in general, and
- may have received pardon for the same through Christ inre-
.. sility; and yet for want of information, or by reasonof certain
L gpossessaons, habits, customs, interests, &c. many things
' tmat are really sinful, and others that are binding duties,
gy for a time, and perhaps, for a long time, be kept out of
.. suchperson’s sight, | L
-~ 8. "Phere have been many in the case of slavery, and
- . others in respect to certain duties, who have had conviction,
" 0 as to make them very uneasy, and draw candid confessi-
- ons [rom thelr lips, who have again fallen asleep, and seem to
$¢ be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin;** butItrem-
ble for such characters !
. The notion of using persons well, while kept in a state of
unmerited, &c, slavery, is very sirange to me! I will ask -
.. those who talk thus the following question: Would you
think it good usage, to be forcibly taken from your uative
muhtr{, and be carried to a foreign land, and you and’
_ your children to be treated in all respects, just as the best
.+ of you, tréat your slaves and their children? If you can in
. gruth before , answer yes; then I suppose, you may
2 with some of kind of propricty hold your slaves; but if you

-

. " . L e L .“ 5 , . . .
S "’"f";c greater pumber of the most zealous friends of unmerited,
&kc. slavery, confess, that the slaves among us, cannet be ragular

members of the church of Chiist: which §s a tacit confession that

slavery is wrong, and that the slaves among us, arc in avery different
condition from the servants mentioned in the Holy Scriptures. For
some of them at least, were members of the visible church, and
were written to by the Apostles, in common among others; from
whence it should seem they could read, and enjoycd cqual priviteges
with their masters in the housc of God—=\Vhich it is well known, is
not, nor cannot be allowed to our slaves, in their present degraded
- glreumstances. I must allow our slave helders ought to have credit,
. for this degree of candour, ~
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answer no; be assured you are a guilty person, and must
answer for it, at some future period, before the Judge ofall
the earth. | .

It appears from a review of these sources of argument and
proofs, that nothing can fairly be gathered in favour of, much
less to establish unmerited, &c. slavery; it remains then,
that its advocates must either shift their ground, give up
their cause, or content themsclves without fuundation torest

upon, or any thing to cover them in this practicc.

- The objections against the emancipation of slaves, thatare
founded in their want of natural abilities, their disposition to
theft, idleness, their inclination to sedition, mixture of co-
lours, irtermarriages, &c. &c. are very trifling. Consi.
dering their education, their degraded, and in many instances,
inched situation, in respect to the ntcessaries of life, their
ingenuity, industry, honésty, virtue and fidelity to their'mas.
ters and their country, vastly exceed &what in their circum.
stances) could be expected. Indeed I believe I may venture
~ to say, their talents or natural abilities, are not inferior to the
~ avhites in any respect; ard’ evidences are not wanting to
prove, where opportunity has been afforded them, that they

are equal to any other people in arts, &c.

-Mixture of colours, is with me, by no means desirable,
but it is hard to determine, whether their liberation woyld fa-
cilitate it or not ¢ for by the means of i/licit embraccs, it isra-

. pidly increasing both in town and country; and it should

seem, if it must take place, it had better be onlawful grounds,
than otherwise. . -
I allow the emancipation of the slaves, would lead on to
marriages taking place between them and the whites: andin
process of time, perhaps it might become common, which at
present cannot be wished for; yetbetter so than worse; wis-
dom dict...es, of two evils, choose the least. It has long been
‘my seatiment, that any woman, who is good enough to make
a man a concubine, &c. ought tn serye him fur a wife.

~ Finally, 4 believe, the main objections against cmancips-
. tion are never brought ia sight—which I presume are the
following, viz. ¢ The love of moncy,” which is covetous-
ness, self-aggrandizement, and self-ease.  1f it were possible
to do away these objections, I make no doubt, all others
might be casily gotten over,
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" CONCLUSION. .

v
F T PON an impartial disintercsted view of the subject, of
unmerited &c. slavery, with its numcrous aggrava.
tions inconsistencics &c. it is amazing to consider—how
many consciences are kept in quict, upen no other founda-
tion but because they sin under the anthority of Christian
and republican laws, falsely so called, and in company with
pumbers of great, wise and good men! ,

How many directions in the blessed gospel lie unregard-
cd 2 And how unconcernedly do many persons read them,
for tio other reason, than because they seem unregarded by
too many Christian professorsinourday? =

How many complianices do professors of religion, make

" in this, and other things, to what may be called the Christian

world, without any hesitation or remorse ; which, if such
,d}f‘ngs had been required of them only by heathens, would
hive beenrefused, as contrary *o " 1e holiness of Christianity.

Who could he cont 't w‘i‘.;'emg wo\? Lontrary unme-

rited &z. slavery is <o the_spiri, of inc gospel, if it were not

that he sces b live- us 2 griat number ¢. Christian profes-

 sorsdo? -

. ‘There is nothing therclore, that Christiaus ought more
“eautiously and constantly. to guord againg , than foliowing a
multitude in thisand otiizr things te doevil ¢ for it isa well

' knewn maxim, that ¢ ivil communicaticss corrupt good

o . \ “ﬁanncrs.”

-~

. ‘s

?
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 The advocates 0" unrrerites &c. slavéry, seem willing to

talerate us in the siis of hclding the seatiment of eriancipation ;

~peovided we will say uothing about it in public, o disturb
.their repose, and enlighten their vassals. SRS

I suppose, Pharaoh would never have fallen our with Mo-
ses, for holdine the sentimene, that Lis brethren, the children

“t el e . TN e ’ . :
~~wof Lsrael ought tobe frep; if he had Zept ita profound secret—

Nor Gecige the third, with our American patriots, i they
had held their peace, and not have diFused the idea, or senti-
ment of equal rights &.c. through all his plantations in Ame-.
rica. ‘The Prophets and Apostles, would have escaped ma.
ny itsults and affiictions, if they had kept their instructions
and seatimenzs to themselves,  From  which it appears, that
nothing is nore distressing to dzsigning men, than pudlic in-
cestigatior.  The ery in such cases is, sedition? * Our
eraft is in dunger to be sct at naught 1 Confusion ! Disor-




der ! The gereral unien and peace of churches wc indanzer
"T'he poor sleves will be worse used'! &e.

The fact is, the advecutes of unmerited L, cavery, find
themselves on very yrequal greund, with those whio espouse
the ¢ Rights of Man.” Torit would scem wo gliricg to

hear a man praying and preaching i favour of the siave
trade, and of slavery in general, praying thut Ged would
encrease the number of sluves among us, and that Lz would
make their bonds strong, and cnable us to keep them in ig.
norance of the Rights of Men, that we might the more casily
keep them in vassalug?, that he would encrease the number
of d=spots, monarchs &e. and that he would strengthen

- their hunds, and make them successful in conqueriag the na-
* tiens, and that ke wou'd dircct all exterticners and opprus-
sors of mankind : and that if the Trump of Jubilee must e-
ver be bluwn, and a general emancipation take place, letit be
atas latc a period as possible !—~Though this in some dagree,
may be the breathings of the hearts of numbers ; it will not
do to come into langnage : therefore for this, or soxc other
reascn, or reasons, I know not what, they seem to be wiliing
to come 10 a kind of compromise with s, upen tixe fulowing
lan. viz. We the advacates of unmeritzd &c. slazery, on cur
part, will frecly indulge you in holding the  sentiment of tiwe
equal rights of mankind ; if you on your pare, will agree not
2o publish or preact it :—Dbut this appewrs like ourging the
question.  For il unmerited &e. slavery, be inconsistcat with
nature, reason, justice, good policy and luly serivture 3 then
it is a sin—and preachers of the gospel. und wll good mwen,
ought tocry out against it: and if'it be conciszent with the
above criterions; then it is no sim, ic is rig/t, and 2l the
preachers of the gospet, and all good men should pablickly
inculcaie the doctrine, «nd take pzins to remove the neediess

" scruples of conscicncious persoils on the sulivet @ and our

o

constitutioti, so far as 1t tllows of the emaencipatica ol slaves,
ought immediately to O¢ rovised, and the aws founded
thereon repealed. ¥

\
* The notion which some modern preactors end motali:ts kove
taken up, on the subject of reomesized Kewalav-rrdis very efrosge ami
AN rgui:‘;ucal. They generaily wiil-dlov, tnd the avove K500 f s
isa great foliticel cvil vr siz 5 but vl siiil argue it is not e elrin indi-
vidus to hold und pructice it, under our present circusisiczces wnd
soicre What s this in fuct, Lut saying, the poiicy ola ntionsuper- -
coces the law of God 2 Cu the same puinzinle &oaay bo argucdy ihae

¢
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"k United States of America, have deelared unanimous.»
Iv in favour of the Rights of Man, they have sct aside alt
tiiios of nobility, they have broken entailments, and very just.
ly have altered the former laws directing desceiits, and have
vrenounced the idza of hereditary right—This locks like do-
ing avuy those fulsosne cistinetions, kept up ameng micn, by
despors, monarehs &c.  And what a pity itis, that we have
not virtue enough in general, to give those principles their
full scope ! |

The fricnds of slavery, plead their righe of cnslaving the
Africans, from the sacred scriptures; but it appears to me,
that, George the third, can support the doctrire of o kingly

ment, and his rig/it over America as a king, on muci
sefter scripture grounds, than they can support urinerited
&c. slavery. -

I suppose, no one who is acquainted with his bibic, wiit
deny, that monarckical, or kingly governments were in
vogue, in the time of Christand his Apostles : and that sub-
jection was vielded to them by our Lord, and his followers,
and that obedicnce to sovereigns of kings, was as strictly en-
joined on subjects, as obedicnce is, on servants to their mas-
ters.  See Mat. xvii: 24, 25, 26, 27. Chap. xxii: 21.—

1 Tim. ii: 1, 2. ¢ ] exhort therefore, that—intercession,—

be made forall men; for kings, and all in authority ;> &ec.

1 Peterii: 13,14, 17. * Submit yourselves to every or-
‘dinance of mun for the Lord’s sake : whether it be to the
“king, as supreme: or-unto governors, as unto them that are
-gent by him for the punishment of evil doers, and for the

~ Jeroboam’s setting up the gSid"én calve- 3t Bgth}.cl .and' Dan, 1 Kings,

xil1.98, 29, 30. Ncbuchadnezzar’s decree, Dan. iit: 3, &e. Orif

" ‘our government -should undergo @ revslutisn, and should alier the

Sabdbark, tolcrete foligumy, authorise f.e=cats to scll their children for
" alaves, or estubliad idviztryy Sc. the fiie would be nothing wmore than
- political evils—Ani therefore, oughit 10 be tanceiy submitted to by the

people in gencral ; uind the fprerstuy firof:liet or firedckery who should
pubiicly say to the contrary, ought o be driven into exile, go into the
Jurnacey v b trectod as an ener: to s ceuntry, a heretick or schis<

- matick, ‘The ke of this, is au o/ L.crlicnish way of reasoning, and
"surely s favouruble to édulatry, fictcri, and no matter what, that the

Aalicy of a nation should thiuk it thiciv Mecrest 1o infroduce,  But after

all, it will anpcar, that the ubove kiad of stavery, is morally right, or
it is moraliy wvrongyviz, the subject is embruced in the second table of -
the law of God: und consequently, no one, can fmpiartiully insist
thereon, but musl, cither direc/ly ov indirectly, condemn unmerifed, 8¢,
davery, end hold foith exerefniioa ther fron..
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praise of thern that dowell.  Honour all men, Love the
brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honour the king,” L
Here let our high toned republizans, pause 2 while, and
try, if they can find as good seripture evidence for unmerited
&e. shivery, as can be produced for monarchical or hinzly
Soveramenis—Ifthey think they can, let them bring it for-
ward—If they c~nnot produce beszer evidence in support of
vninerited &e. stuvery, thai” can be produced in_faronr of mo-
riarchical or kingly guvernments, Thope they will keep silnee,
or at least, give up, that absolute monaréhy, end holding and
maintaining the principle of unmerited &c. sluvery are the
same in substance, and thrt he who will hold the one, mustin
Aeart, be a friend to the other. . o

* We learn from the holy scriptires, that Nimrod, which =~
name signifies rebellious, or a rebel, Gen. x: 8,9, 10, was
the first amonﬁmmeh,‘ who assumed Soveréign dominion, .

which from what followed was ve?' offensive to God, and
the kings of Israel were given in judgement to that people,
and most of them proved a curse to the mation; and kings

generally were so winong all other people : and nothing bet. 5

“ter can be expected of them while they continue on the earth,
Absolute monarchy or despotisin, are as closely connected
with slavery, as soul and body : for there canbe no abso.
lute monarchs or despots, without slaves, and there can be

no slaves, without absolute monarchs or despots.
“Kings ordespots, were sent.as a scourge or curse on mane.
kind, and at the close of thereign,’ of the antichristian man
of sin, which was to centinue, & *¢ thousand, two hu:dred,
and three score,” Erorhet}: 4 days,” they will be taken awa
* as a blessing—The huppy period is drawing near, when it
will be annonnged, ¢ _Ix;aby on the great is fallen, is fullen,”
the ¢ trump of Jubilee will be blown,” slavery cease, ard
¢ every man return to his inheritence,” and ¢ sit every m.n
u'ndc:"\is vine and under fig-tree; and nore shall make
them alrid.” co .
If any in futu-e, should undertake to write or argue in fa-
vour of slevery, I can inform them how they may suve them.
schves their readers and hearers, abundence of trout Iy, viz,
Jet them not @well on points, wherein we are all agrecd.—
That U cre wese sorvants of different descriptions, who were
tosaive for diffi rent pericds, and who became so on different
accounts, and that they were and are bound by the kw of
Giod, to by honest and obedgm, during their servitude; !

.
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sav, 1o i7sist upon, and prove all this, when no body denies

it, is to no purpese, it 1= like beating the air. .

Bus ifwiny shull see cause to take up the subject, and shall
fuir'y subsiatiate the dectrine of wnmerited, mvoluntary,

Ferpotiad, clsilute, hereditary slavery, from natuce, reason,
. ctice, good galicy and the wcly sertptures; it will be doing
scic rthing to purgposes otheriiise it wilibe but labour in vain.
1 reasen A flave so fiequently used, the epithets wnme.
Crited Si. slavery, has been, tiat I would not be misuncer-
stood. 1id becwuse, I would lexve as little room for cavilling
as possible. ' c ,

». % ¢, BLADLARD; IRINTERS.




