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'TiS YOU WHO CALL OUK GRATEFUL FRULINGS FORTH;
YIRMLY [N -PRDERAL PATHS WE STILL WILL TREAD, AT
NOR MEED THE WASPS THAT BUZZ.AROUND OUR nEAD.” 4 ’

& ~ '

onnecticut Centinel. -

oo

ENo. 1503,

NORWICH, (connzeTicut)——PUBLISHED FOR LUCY TRUMBULL.~TUESDAY, Dsceustr 28, 1802

ine’s Fpistles,

Pain s | ._[i tles
w7 THE “galled, j‘.adl;: fotill win®
cese"e=The man wha, in the same letters
calls Mre ADAMS the lata Fresident of the
United Statesy @ * BEAR," complatns of
the lecerations of the federgl presses !
RreApur—Js not this gulpingt a whordles

berry and swallowing a Mammoth #

Bost, Cent. 5,
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THOMAS PAINE, ,

70 THE CITIZENS OF THEUNITED
STATES.

LETTER THEFOURTH. *
S Congressis on thie point of meet-
ing, the public papers will ne-
cessarily be occupied with the debates of
the ensuing” Session, snd us in conse-
quence of my long absence from Ameri-
ca, my private affaits 1equire my atten-
dance (forit is necessary 1 do this, or I
could not preserve, us Ido, my Indepen-
dence) I shall clore my address to

the public with this l=tter. R

1 congratulate them onthe seccess of
tha [ate clectiviis, and that with the ad-
ditional confideiice that while lonest men
are chosen and wise meawwes pursued
peither the treason of apo-tacy, masked
under the name of federalism, of which I
have spoken in my sccond letter, nor
the intrigues'ot foreign emissaries, acting
in concert with that mask, can presail.

As to licenciousness of papers calling
themselves federaly 2 name that opostacy
has taken, it can hurt nobody but the pai-
ty or the persons who support such pa-
pers.  Thereis naturally a wholesome
pridein the public mind that revolts atthe
open valganity. It'feels it clf dishonor-
ed by keating it, as a chiaste sroman feely
dishonored by hearing obscenity she can-
not avoid. It can smile at wit, or be.
diverted with strokes of salrieal humor,
butit detests the blackguard.,  “I'hesamne
sense of proprety that governs in private
cotipunies govern in public hfe.  If a
man in company runshis wit upon aroth-
er-it may draw a smile fiom the per-
sons prevent, but rs soon as he turns a
blackguard in his language the company
gives hum up,and it is the same in public
life. 'The event of the late elections
shews this to be true ; for in proportion
s those papers bave become more and
more vulgar and abusive, the elections
have gone moie against the party they
suppuit or that supports them, Their
prececessony Porcupine had wite  Those
scriblers huve none  But asscon as his
blackguardism (for it is the proper nume
of it) outrun his wit,he was abandoned
by every body but the Lnglish Miniater
that protected bim,

The Spanish proverb says, © ther®
never was a cover large enough to hid¢
itself,” and the proverb applies to the
case of those papers and the shattered
remnant of the faction that supports
them.  The falsehoods they fabricate, &
the nbuscthey circulate, iz a cover to
hide something from being scen. but is
ot large enough to hide itself. It is a
tub thrown out to the whale to prevent its
attacking and sinking the vesscl. They
want to drawthe atiention of the public
from thinking about or enquiring into,
the measures of the late administration
the reason why so much public money
was raised and expended.  And so
far as alie to day, and a new one to-mor-
ll}:w, will answer this purpose it answers

hewr's.  Itismothing to them whether
they be believed or not, for if the negative
purpose be answered the main pointis
answered to them.

He that picks your pocket always trics
tamake you look another way, » Loek,
sayshe, at yon man together side the
atreet,—~what a nosc he has got t—Lord
Yonderis achimney on fire ! D'ye see
yon man yoing along in the salamander
great coat 1 "That is the very man that
stole onc of Jupitsr's satellites and sold

it to a countryman fora gold watch, tnd
it set his breeches on live.  Now the man
that has his hahd in your pocket doés
not care a farthing whether you belicve
what he says or not. Al his aim s to
prevent our looking at him;and this is
the case with the remant of the federal
faction. ‘The Jeaders of it have imposed
upon the country, and they want to turn
the attention of 1t from the sub.
jects .

In taking up any public matter Thave
never made it a cohsideration and never
will, whethier itbe right br wrong, The,
right will always become the Pépular if
it has courage to shew itself, and the
shartest way 14 always a straight line. 1
despise expedients j theyare the gutier-
holezoPpolitics, and the sink’ where repa-
tation dics. In the present-casd, as in
every othery I cannot be accustd, of using
any ;and I have no doubt but thousands
will hereafter be ready to say, @ Gover-
neur Morris said to me, after, having a-
bused me pretty handsomely in Confgress,
for the oppositian I gave to the fruadu-
Ient demand of Silas Deaneof two hun-
dred thousand pounds sterling, Well !
we were all duped and I among the
TeRte * )

Were the late administration, to be
called upon to give reasans for thie ex-
penceit put the country to, it can give
sone, ‘The danger of invasion wasa
bubble that seryed a8 a covef to ralse
taxes and armies to be entploved for some
othel purpose. Bat if the poople of
Armerica believed it true, the  cheerful-
ness with which they supported *those
taxes, 13 an evidence of their pattiotistl,
and ifthey supposed mic their easidy,
though in that supposition they did me
iujustice, it was not injustice in them.
He that mets a¢ he believes, thopgh he
may act y rong, is not conacious of wrongs

But though there yas no danger, no
thanks are due to the late administration
for it, They soughtto blowupa flame
between the two countries ; ant so intent
were they upon thisy that they wéntout
of their way tp accomplishit.  Inaletter
which the secretary of state, Timothy,
Picketing, wrote to Mr. Skipwith, the
Amierican consul at  Paris, he broke off
from tifc official subjcet of his letterto
thabk God in very exulting language,
shiat the Russians had cutthe French
army th piecess Mr. Skipwith, after
shewing nie the letter, “very prudently
concealed jts

It was the injudicious and wicked ac«
rimony of this lettery and sorhe other like
cenduct of the then secretary of state,
that occasioned me.in a letter to a friend
injhe government, tosay, that if there
was any. official business to be done in
France, till 2 regular minister should
be appointed. it coid notbe trusted with
a more proper person than Mr Shipwith,
He is, said I, an honest man, and will do
business. anid that with good manners to
the governuient he is commissioned toact
with, a faculty which that Bear Timothy
Pickering wantéd, arid which the Bear
of that Benr) John Adanis, never possess-
ed.

In another letter to the sime friend
in 1797, and which was put, unaealed
under & cover teCol. Burr, Yexpressed a
satisfaction that Mr. Jefferson since he
was not president, had accepted the vice'
presidency, for, said I,% John Adams has
such atalent for blundering & offendingy
it will Le necessary to keepan eye over
him.” He has now sufficiently proved
that though 1 have net the spirit of prov
phecy 1 have the gift of judging right ;
and all the world knows, for it cannot

to write cleatly, and that upon all sorts of
subjects ; to be able to command thought,
and as it were, to phy with it at pleasure,
L bealways master of one’s temper in
writing, i3 the facuity only of a serenc
mind, and the attribute of happy and
philosephical temperance. The  seribe
blers who know me not. and who, fill
their papers with paragraphs abcut me,
besides their want of talents, dripk too

help knowing, that to judge rightly, end

maxy slings and drams fn a meming to 7

have any chance with me. fut poor
feilows { they must do something for the
litle pittance they get from their em-
ployers, This is my apology for
them, .
» My anxiety to get back to-America wag
great forseveral years. Ifis the coun-
try of rdy heart, dnd literary birth. It
was the'American revolution that made
me an Rathor, and forced into action the
rind thit had beendormanty and had no
wish for public life ; nor* has it nows
By the:accounts X received, shéappeared:
to the pie to be going wrong, and that
some, meditated treason against her lib.
crties Jurked at the bottom of her gov-
- erptugnt. lheard that my friends were
oppressedy and X longed to take my stand-
ing znong them ; and if other ¢ times
to umen’s souls” were to arrive that
mighibear my share. But my. efforts
torétfinwere ineflectuals .

Asiyoonas Mr. Munroe had made &
good Slunding with the French govern-
ment, for the conduct of his pred

ring expedient to right, as if the world
was awotld of babies int leading strings,
I'should get forward with nothing. My
path s aright hine.as strait and clear to
me asa rayof light. 'The beldness (if
they have itto'be) with which i speak
on my subject is a compliment o thé
readers Itis like saying to'him, I treat
Yyou as a man and not as a child, * With
respect to any worldly objict ad it i&
impoasible to discover any in nie, therex
fore what I do, and my maner of doing
it, ought to be ascribed (0 a good mos
tive. o .
In a great affair, where the happiness
of manis at” stake, I love to woik for
nothing ; and so fully am I ender the, ine
fluence of this principle that I should
lose the spirit, the pleasure, and the pride
of it, were 1 cunscious that I lotked for
reward ; ahd with thig declaration I'take
my leaye for the present. | .
’ THOMAS PAINE, -
Federal City, Lovell's ™ 3 .
Hotely Dec. 3,1802. } .
. o

had thade his receptionas shinister diffi-
cult, he wanted to send dispatches, to his
owne government, by a person to whom
he chald also confide a verble i<
s cationj and he fixed his choice upon me.

e then applied to the cummitte of pub-
| lic safety for a'paisport ; and as an ap-

plication te them for thiat purpess vrould
buve:zide my going publicly Luown,
T wawnotiged to sustdin the disappoints
mentand Mre Mumioe to fose the op-
portumty;

“‘,’In:g that gentlean left France to
| retugn to.Apmericay 1 was to have come

willthith, It was fortanate I did not.
The vessel be sailed in was visited by a
Briushdrigate that searched , every part
sfit, and dowh to the hold for Thomas
Paite,  Tthen went,, the same year to
embark at Havre. But several British
friguies were ciusing in sight of the port
who kuew 1 was there, and I bad_to re-
turp agani to Paris,  Secing myself thus
cut offfrom every apportunity of return-
inj chat was in my power to command,
Liwrote, to Mr. Jefferson, that if the fate
of the fuction sheuld put him inthe chair
ofthe presidency, & he should have 6c-
casion to senda frigate to Francg, he
would give me the opportunity of returne
ing by it. whichhedid, ButI declined
commg by the Maryland, the vessel that
was offered me, and waited for the fris
gate that tobring the new minister, Mr.
€hancellor Livingston, to France ; but
that frigate was ordered round to the
Mediterranean ; and as; at that time, the
war was over, and the British cruisers,
called in, I then agresd to come with
commodore Barney in 2 vessel he had
engaged. It was again fortunate I did
not, for the vessel sunk at sea, and the
people were preserved in the hoat.

Had half the number of evils; befallen
mey that (he number dangers amount toy
through which 1 have been preseived,
they are those who would ascribe it 1o
the-wrath of feaven s why then do they
not ascribe my preservation 10 the pro-
tectiig favour of Heaven 7 Even in my
worldly concerns 1 have been blessed.
‘The licle property I leftin Awerica, and
which I cated nothing abent, not even to
veceive the rentof it, has been increasing
in the value of its capital more than cight
hundred dollas every year for the four.
teen years and sore that I have been
absenit from ite X am now, in my citcum-

ances, ind und my y makes
me rich.  As to my healthitis perfecte
ly good,and I Jeavethe world to judge
of the stature of my mind. I am, n
everyi 3 hving contr ion to
the moruficd federalists.

¥n my publications I follow the rule }
began with in Common Sense, that is to
consult with nobody,nor let anybody see
what I write till it appears publcly,
Were I to to do otherwise. the case
would be, that between the timidity of
some, whoare so afraid of doing wrongs
they never do right, the puny judgement

» of othersy anddespicable crait of prefers

’

From the TRENTON Fiznim‘x:xsq".

PAINE & JEFFERSON,

HE arrival of Thomas Paine $n this
United Statesis now astertained’
Beyond all doubt. The many repoits
which have for mote thana year ‘past,
been in circulation respecting -the: com-
ing of this man to America, are now cora
fitmed ; and the advocates of Mr.' Jeffers
son, who have labored with so mriich zeal
to invalidate the account, of his having
invited Mi. Pame to this <ountry, now
change their ground and justify the mezs
sure, by publications tending-to do away
the general abhorence which hi, chérac-
ter and conduct forsome time past has
justly excited’in the rEELines of.a
CHRISTIAN PEOPLE: ‘They have
taken aground to effect 1his object; on
which,¢hey might suceessfully” espouse
and vindicate the characier of the
greatest villain thut cver existed.

Instead of new denying that M, Jefs
ferson had invited Paine to this countryy
our ears are almost stunned with the
eulogiums, which are rung from the de~
mocratic presses on the chayacter of his
man ¢ The services which as a writerhe
rendered the American Revolution, arg
recalled to our minds, and their effects
tepresented to be equal to those of the
victertes of Washington, The marks of
attention which he teceived froth various
public borded, are again republished. in
the newspapers ; and in particular is  the
complimentary letter of Gen, Washing-
ton adduced at this day toprove that hais
now worthy of that singular spark of at~
tention, paid himby the President of the
United States,

1 am not distiosed to undervalue the
writings of Mr, Paine. I they dre de-
servmgof the high encomiums passeed
upon them, let thembe pard. Whether
Mr. Paine was dctuated really by patri=
otic motives in writing his % Common
Sense,” and « Crisis, ” has been questiona
edby many. It has been asserted with
much confidence, that these productions
of his pen were contracted and paid for
by & company of gentlemen of the city of
Philadelphia, and that bis labors were
well rewarded whenever his work was
done : But howeverthis may be, I fecl
disposed 1o allow him alt the merit his
revolutionary performances are entitled
toin the public estimation,, It is to his
morerecent condyct that the attention of
the public shou!d be drawn. It is what
HE IS<-not what HE WAS, that we
are now to eonsider,

Mr. Paine now stands before the world
the avowed duthor of ¢ The dge of Rea-
son ;" a publication replete with senti«
ments of the most decided hostility tothg
Christian Religions Fh.s worhis but too
wellknown to need a par F:ular descrip-
tion. Its contents, indeed are tooblas
phemous tomeet the public eye. As 2
wiiter Paine posseaes the peculiar talent



of tendering himst)f undg i and -
Jteresting to the weakest eapacity, and of
inting in a ridi oint of Jight

—p

Whateyer opinion, teaet or Séntiment, he
Aindertakes to combat.  'With the gener-
al mass of ind his writings afecal
Inted to have the greatest elfect—and
truly lamentable is it, that instead of be-
ing made the means of doing good among
his fellow-men, they have been converted
to the destructive purposes of severing
theties which bind them to their God
and their duty—of wresting from the
¢ good distzest,” the seeniing only solace
of life—of atriking from his vicw that
hope-and that light, which cheared Liis
dreary path thro’ the davk valley of the
#hadow of death !~—He calls Christ “an
impostor,” the Apostles & guibdlers and
mountebanks,” the Bible abook of riddles,”
and,the New-Testahient,  the reverse of
rubli,.

8

The letter of Paine toGen, Wath-
ington is loaded with abufive epithets
on that geeat man, He accufes hina
9f having confpired with Robefpicrre
in bringing about his imprifonment in,
the dungeon of Paris—of b),om'l{; in
the caufc of Rrecdom~of want of tal-
eiisy courage and integrity. It abound

his official flation be profidnted ito the,
propagation of infidel principles——
Should he as Prefidnet of the United
States, haveé been inftrumental | in
bringing into this countey ths duther;
of the” Age of Reafon !--Religion® for-,
bids it.--moraluy forbids it--=And it
thefe were of no weighs, yet fonnd
policy and a due regard to the feelings
of Chriftian America, and the good
opinion of mankind in general, cught

, to have prevailed.  Butthefo canfider-

ations feem- to have "had ‘no: effet 5
and one of the FIRST ACT'S of his
adminiftration, was an iavitation to
our fhores, of the Reviler of our Wafp-
ingten, and the oblcene Blafphemer of
our Hely Religios {— ’

Let thofe whp approve, jultify, and
applaud fuch condudt, look well o it_
«~=They mult aneday anfwer for the m.
felves,” 1 miftake if fuch & tfanfac-
tion will lang he approved of by the
People of Ameriéa--To fome fatal
iffue fuch meafures mult evenqually_
lead—cither they will deltroy. their,
author, or exterminate the happine(s
of the prople who age the fubjeéts of

with the grofleft milreprefentations,
and has jultly awakened the indignant
telings of Americans,

As 3 man, Paine is not a charaers
10 be relpe@ed, He is intemperate,
immostal and wanting in homefty,
gratitude and fidelity,

Yet this is the charaler weare cal-
Jed upon by the democratic prints to
venerate and admire ; and thole who
zefufe the & homage of their refpeds,”
are fligmatiled with the epithet of
# torics!” We aretold of his writings
in the revolusion, and reminded of the
marks of public attention he then ex-
pericnced.  Taking the fame ground
the chara@tes of Arnold could bee-
qually vindicated, and if it fuited their
purpofe, we “fhould” hear thofe very
men who pow advocate the caufe of
Paine, calling our atiention to the
fervices of this chicftain. We thould
be told of the incredible hardthips he
undeswent in triverfing the Northorn
wilderitefles, when at the'head of the
hardy fretmen ot New-Englard, be
marched to the fiege of Qucbsc—of
-bis gatlant ‘condu® in b atack on
‘that fortrefs=hi} bravery un the lakes
=~the wounds ind glory” he acquired
‘8t Jaratoga and at Dagbury, and of
‘highfenf= which Congréfs manifefted |
of his military condud, bs}\a public
efosle : But of what avail are thefe
now to the name of Arneld ?

Paine has equally.forfeited his claim
fto that reputation which he once ac-
quired.  He betrayed the fecrets of
the Committee of Forign Affairs, of
which he was appointed Secretary by
Congrefs, and wasdifmifled with dif-
prace.  In our late difputes with
France be joined the enemies of our
country, and fully proved the had no
‘place i his affe&ions, Usfortunare-
ly for him, his advpcates have bro't
forward a letter of the lare Gen.
Walhington, which they flupidly
tho't wopld plead in his favor ; but
which mut inevitably fix, if nothing
elehad occurred, the feal of everlatting
difgrace on the man. In this letter
we behold difplayed the charaQerittics
of a defpofition fecking diftrefs, to al-
leviate its waits and effering the hof-

itality of his table toa hungry wretch,

n 3 flile of benignity and kipdnefs,
-that needs enly to bs feen to be admir-
.24 I—But whatssturn has Paine made
for thin fpecivl alt of tindneft 7 He
has loaded its author with - reproach,
teadiiced his chara@er, and fported in
the imagined snin of his seputation,
with all the favage joy of 2 malicious
Infidel §

When Mr. Jcfferfon was called 10
the Prefidential chair, he knew, he
‘was eleQted the Chiet Magiftrate of a
nation of PROFESSING CHRIS-
TIANS. A decent réfped? to the.o-
pinions of bis fellow-citizens ought
10 have” prevented him trom taking
any fep that might give umbrage or
oftence to their religisus frelings,
Doubtlels, as a free private “citizen,
M. Jefferfon hasa right to the exer-
cife ot bis own fentiments on reli-
gion, of no religin and to fraternizs
with Thomas Paine, Maraci, and o-
ther infidel philofophers, Bt fhould

their pernicious effe@--- Righteoufuefs
enalteth) a notion, but finis a reproach to'

any people. .
A LOOKER ON,
mﬁ
Trom the CommeRretal. ApvEntiseh.
BARE ELBOWS.

And what of bave elbows ? Nathing)
except they ave very convenicnt for a
Jogy and very cool and airy for winter!
As to their lookwwhy it is not more dis«
gusting to expose an elbow, than a knee
=—and who, to be in the fashon, would
hot exposc a bure knee! O, itis charm-
g tostea huge bare elbow, as rough
and sealy as the tail of an Abligator,
presenting & sharp angle at every ,cor-
ner of the house !—~Hush, hush,, man
why the English and French ladies, o,
with naked elbows ! and who in Almetica
has the effrobtery to call their taste, in,
question=-or the courage not to follow
them ! Why if it was the fashion’ td go
with bare fect,it would be mopstrowi” to
wear shocs and  stockings—And Dire
necks too—how charmiing ' JA¥é, *he
nape when presented to view, upsn 3
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WASHINGTON, December 15
THIS DAY
At 125 clock, thefollowing- MESSAGE
« “was delivered to cach' Houfe by Mr.
Lewis, Se:ralrlrﬁv"__h Yhe ;’r{ﬁl]e;ﬂ'
MESSAGE’

\

. ——
7o the Sxiyave avd House oF RuprRsEN-
FATIrRS of the UNIrap Srarss.

WHEN’ we aflemble together,

fellow citizens, to confider the
ftate of our belaved country, our juft
attentions ase firk drawn to thole
plealing circumftances which mark
the goodaefs of that being from whole
fayor they flow, and the lasge meafure
of thankfulnefs we awe for his boun-
ty. Anosher year has come around,
,and finds us {ill blefled with peace
and fricodfhip abgoad, law, order, and
veligion at home, good aff:@ion and
harmony with cur Indian neighbors,
our burthens lighted ; yet onr income
fufficient for the public wants, & the,
produce of the year great beyond ex-
ample. Thele, fellow-citizens, ‘are
the eirenmfances under which we,
mect ; and we yemark with fpecial,
fatistatjon thofe which, under the
{miles of proyidence, relult from the
fkill, induftry and order, of our citi-
zevs, managing their own affairs in
thieir own way, and for their own ufe,
unembarsafled by two much regulation,
unapprefled by fifcal exalions,

On the seftoration of peace’in Eur-
oOpe that portion of the carrying trade,
which had tallen 10 ous thare ‘duting
the war, was abridged by the returna

ing‘co?‘pelillon of the belligerent pow.
ers.  This was to be expeéted and was
jutt.  Bue, in addition, we find, in
fome parts of Europe, monopolizing,
dilcriminations, which, in the form
of duties, tend effe@ually to prohibit
the carrying thither our own produce
lo our own veflels, From exifting
amitics and a Ypirit. of juftice, it is
hoped that friendly difcuflion will pro-
duce a fair and adequate ‘xeciprocity.
. But.fhould falfe calculations.of inter.
, eft defsat our hope, it refls with+the
. legiflature to decide wherher they will

huge pair of brawny shouldiers {
indesd miade the hair to cover the recess
of the neck, to hide the napeand 4, fong
spindle,and give the upper part ah,‘t_hc
bedy an air of symmetry ; Lut natmet
eeems mistook her business—her works
are to be amended by fashion.  Bésides,
why may not a lady lay bare her neck,
shoulders aud elbéws, as well as o gen-
tleman conyert his hair intoa crowsheste
Formerly, iangled hair was the maik 'of
B savage, ar & clowne—but now, what so
genteckand ornameatal as a head of hair,
trizzeld and tangled, tillit Jooks fike a
frightened owls * Lord, Sir, must now ong
bein the fashion? O, aye; to be sure.
Yes, yes, be inthe fashion, though it make
you as ugly as the devil. Though it
may be somewhat incohvenjentag, the'
fashions of France 'and Englund icannot
arsive and_ be adopted in a week~rand
tho' it may be perfectly genteel in,Eu-,
Tope to go Maked in summer, yey itisery
iriconvenierit, and somewhat dangqrous
in Americy, to be quite so gentegl in
winter: Witness the long register of
Consumptions in the weekly bilis of
mortality ! !

But Americans—poor devils—What
blisiness have the Ameticana to any Gpins
ions, or customs, or language, or scig
of drts, or monufactures, which ari.l

usid
ness have we o conduct our own pliblic
prints, regulaté political opinions;”fian-
age our revenues, make books, ¢redte o
nuvy.  Nay, what right have we to gdopt
our modes of dress to, our climate ! We
ave children—mere babes in ledqding
strings ! It is our business to think and
act as Weare bideand it is & wonderful
conselation, to see our citizens so hym-

ly submissive ; Itmaust make the bon-
dage light indeed, to have a heart to kiss
the chains.—And what a precedent have
we !l A Chicf Magistrate sending tq Eu-
ropé for a man, or rather a maonster; a
scoffer at Christianity—to help us pre-
serve our nights and liberties! ! ' We
may say, as Tiberius did, to a servjle
Senate—0 homines ad servitutem paratos !
O men fitted to be slaves !

Let us notlaugh at the ladies for their
nakedness—3a miore  hideous picture
prasents itselfi—~4 The National Char-
acter of Amgtica is out st the El

\ti«“‘é
regulated by Europeans, What

bowsllle -

veey *

mect inequalities sbroad with coun-
+tervaling mequalities at homie, Gt pro-
vidy for the evil\in any other way'
Itis with fatisfalion 1 lay géfore
you.an atof the Britifh pacliament
anticipating this fubje&, fo far 4s to
‘duthonfe d initdal “abolition of the
dmies'and countervailiog dutics, per-
tuitted under the treary of 1794. It
Thews on their parta fpirit of jufltice
and friendly accommodaijon, which
itis our duty and our intereft to cul-
tivate withall pations, Whether this
would produce a due equallity in the
navigation betweea the swo countrics,
is a fubje&t tor your ation.
Another circumftance which claims
attention, a5 diretly affe@ting the ve-
sy fource of our navigation, is the
dife or the evafion of the law pro-
viding lor the rcturn of feanien, and
pasticularly of those belonging to ves-
sclssold abroad. Numbers of them
discharged-in foreign ports, have been
throws on the hands®of our Consuls,
whoj to Tescuethem'from the dangers
into which tbeir diftcefles might plange
them, and*fave’ them to thejr country,
Hdve found it peceflary, in some cafts,
to retuzn them at the public charge.
The cession of the Spanifh province
of Louifiana to France, which took
plage in theconrse of the late war, will,
i carried into effect,. make a change
in the aspect of our foreign relaiions,
Wwhich will doubtlefs have jult weight
in any delibesaticns ot the legiflature
&ed with thay subject
These was reafon not long since, to
apprehend thatthe warfare in which
we were engaged with Tripoli, might
be taken up by someother of the Bar-
bary powess, A reintorcement there-
fore was ammediately ordered to the
vessels already there,  Subsequent in-
formation howevex has removed these
apprehenfions for the prefent, To fe-
cure our commerce jn that fea, we
have fuppofed it beft 10 watch strictly
the harbour of Tripoli, Still, howey-
er, the thallowuefs of their coaft, and
the want of {maller veflels on our part,
has permitted fome cruisers to efcipe

unebferved ; and to cue of thofe an A«

—

prey.  The captain, one .Ametican

«merican vefle! unfortunately feil, a
i feaman, and two others of colour, re-

main prifoners with them 3 volefs ex-

.!‘hchangcd upder an agreement tormzrly

nade with the Buthaw, 10 whom, on
the Kith of that, fome of his capiive
fubjecrs had been fefored.

The Convenrtign with the Stateof
Georgia has been ratified by their legis-
lature and a repurchase from the Creeks
has bheen consequently made, of a part of
the Tallasscee country. Tn this purchase
has been also comprehended apart ofiand s
within the fork of Oconee and Ouakmul.
gee rivers. “ “Lhe particulars of the con-
tract will'be: Jaid before Congress so
soon as they shallbe in a stdte for com-
munication}

In order to remove every ground of
difference possible with our Indian neigh-
bours, I have-proceeded in the work of
settling with thei, and marking the'boun-
daries betweenus, That withi the Choc-
taw nation is fixed in one part, and will
be through ‘the whole within a short
time. The country to which their title
had been extinguished before the ‘reves
Iution is sufficient to yeceive a very re-
spectable population, which Congress will
probably see the expediency of encourag-
ing, so soon as the limits shall be declar-
eds 'Weare to view this fosition asan
Qutpost of the Umted'States, surrdunded
~ by strong neighbours, and distant from

its support.. * And how far that’ monopo-
ly, which prevents population, should
here be guarded againstoand actial hqhi-
tation thade » condition of the ‘contin.
uence of title, will be for your conbidera-
tion. A prompt settienient too of all gx-
isting rights and claims within this ter-
ritory, presents itself as & pieliminary
operation, A

Inthat part of the Indicha_territory
which includes Vincennes) the lines set-
tled ®ith the néighbouring tribes fix the
extinction of their title*at a breadth of
swenty:four leagues from East' to West,
and about the same length' paralled with
and including the Wabash, They have
also'ceded a tract of four miles squark,
including the ~Salt-Springs - near the
mouth of that river.

Inthe depariment of finance it is much
pleasure 1inform you that the receipts of
external duties, for the last twélve
months, have exceeded thbke of any
former year, and that the ratio of incréase
has been also greaterthan ‘usual,  This
has enabled us to answer'all ‘tlie regular
exigencies of government, to pay from
the "Treasuiy, withii one year, up\‘vzxrds
of eight millions of dollafs<~principle
andinterest, of the public Uebt, exclu-
sive of upwards of one' miliien Jpaid by

+ the sale ol.bank stuck,and‘m'aking in the
whole a reduction of nearly five millions
and an half of prificipal, and to’have now
in the treasury four millions and an half
of doltars, which are ini a course of appli-
cation to the further discharge of debt,

‘and current demands. Experience tou,
sofar, authorizes us to bélieve, if ro ex-
traordim\ry event supervenes, imd the
expences which'will be actually incurred
shall not be greater than were contem-
plated by Congress at their last session,
that we'shall not be disappointed in the
expectations then formed. But never-
theless, as the effect of pecace on the a-
mount of duties is notyet fully ascertain-
ed, it is the more necessary to practise
every useful economy, and to incur no ex-
pencey which may be avoidt‘:d without
prejudice. :

The colleetion of the internal taxes
having been compleated in so;.‘hu of the
states, the officers employed in it are of
course out of commission, In others
they will be so shortly, But ina fow,
where the arrangemetts “for the' direct
tax had been retardéd, it“will still be
some time before the>’systém is ‘closed.
Ithas mot yet heen thought' nedessary to
employ the agent authorised by an act of
the last session, for transacting business
in Europe relative to debts' and loans.
Nor have we used the power, confided by
the sameact, of prolonging the fureign
debtby raoans, and of redeeming insteac
thereof, an equal sum of the Domestio
Debt.  Should however the dificultics of
remittance on so large a scale, rendee
it necessary at any time. the power shall
be executed, and the money thus unem-
ployed abroad shall, in conformity with
thatlaw, be faithfully applied heie in an
equivalent extinction of Domnestic Debt,
When effccts so salutary result from the

-plans you have already sanctioned, when
merely by avoided fals¢ objec » of ex.
pence, we are able, withouta direct tax,
without internal taxes, and without bor-
rowing, to make Jarze and effectual pay-
ments towards the discharge of our pub-

| lic,debt, and the emancipation of our

posterity {rorg that mortal cunker, it is
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