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TO THE

R EADER

MEN of rank and fortune, of wit and abilities,
are often found, even in Chriftian countries, to
be furprifingly ignorant of religion, and of every
thing that relates to it. Such were many of the
heathens.—Their thoughts were all fixed upon
other things; upon reputation and glory; upon
wealth and power; upon luxury and pleafure;
upon bufinefs or learning. ‘They thought, and
they had reafon to think, that the religion of
their country was fable and forgery, an heap of
inconfiftent lies, which inclined them to fuppofe
that other religions were no better. Hence it
came to pafs that, when the Apofiles preached the
Golpel, and wrought miracles in confirmation of
a doftrine every way worthy of God, many Gen.
tiles knew little or nothing of it, and would not
take the lealt pains to inform themfelves about
it. This appears plainly from ancient hiftory.”
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LETTER L

‘HOSE who know the value of genwine re-

- Jigion, love virtue for her own fake, and
for man, their brother’s, fake; and are but lit-
tle alarmed at the {pring which the human mind
has, within the prefent age, taken to liberate it-
{eIf from the yoke of fpiritual flavery. That the
outworks of fuperftition have been irrefiftibly
affailed, and that even the citadel itfelf fhould
fhake to its foundation, wounds not that fpirit
which breathes only the language of, ¢ Glory to
God on high, on earth peace, good will to
man.”

But that the Chriftian religion itfelf, the pure
offspring of heaven, the beft friend of man, ¢ the
pearl of great price,” fhould be abufed by thofe
who are ignorant of its value; and that theit
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abilities, on fubje@s to which they are compe-
tent, fhould give their ‘poor irony weight in a
matter of the higheft importance, is painful to
the real lover of mankind, and excites pity for
the too eafy receivers of their do€trines. .

But knowing truth to be founded on an eter-
nal rock, they fee, amidt all thefe attempts, that
which is purely evangelical ftands unfhaken,

“ Fix’d in the rolling flood of endlefs years,

* The pillar of th’eternal plan appears ;

“ The raging florm, the dathing wave, defies,
“ Built by the Archite& who built the fkies.”

- Thofe, indeed, who had fcarcely the means
of knowing what Chriftianity really is, were
more to be excufed; for their diguf at what
prieftcraft had fubftituted for it, was the natural
procefs of reafon advancing to mature ftrength.
But thofe who had the Bible before them, and
were - bleft with common difcernment, might
have diftinguithed what it is, from what it is

Rot; and are in a high degree blamable for their

mifreprefentations. When the Author of the
Age of Reafon acknowledges, that he can re-
colle&t but a few texts, of either the Old or New
Teftament, worth reciting in his work, it only
proves how little their éxcellence has imprefled
his mind, or how fcldom ‘he has read them.

The truth is, (agreeable fo the partial and little

_views which many other mighty pretenders to

 lize power and profit,” moit certainly does. But,

9

enlargement have exhibited in treating of Chrift-
janity) he fees not that the whole Bible revela-
tion is a hiftory of the means by which God pre-
ferved the knowledge of himfelf ; feparating and
preferving a peculiar people for that end, who
were diftinguithed by peculiar attentions from
him, till the end for which they were raifed up
was fulfilled; and that, in the fulnefs of time,
Chrift came, and introduced a more pure and
perfe& religion. .

Excellent as, what he calls, the morality of
the Gofpel is, (and which, in fpite of himfelf,
he is conftrained to revere), he lofes fight of the
ftate of the world when it was introduced, and
the impoffibility of accounting for the futidcn
appearance of fuch pure and admirable doétrines,
without admitting revelation. We know the
firft publifhers were too unlearned to collect the
fattered light which ancient philofophy hac}, at
times, difplayed; and that the whole weight
of the Jewith clergy was oppofed to the fimple
and unencumbcred fyftem then introduced.
It feems, however, (p. 3.) that the difguft he
has taken at Chriftianity, is from the inftitutions
of churches which may poflibly differ much
from Chriftianity itfelf; as ¢ every invention, fet
up to terrify and enflave mankind, or monopo-
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becaufe thefe i;:ﬁitutioné, under the abufed

mame of Chriftianity, have been made fubfer-
vient to the views- of mercenary or impious
pricfls and potentates, is it fair or candid to deny,
unexamined, and almoft unheard, the evidences
of Chriftianity itfelf? That infidelity has been

increafed, if not caufed, by this vile proftitution-

of heavenly things to fecular purpofes, (fome--
times to cover the vileft and moft oppreflive
meafures), is a truth long lamented by the fin-
cereft friends and followers of Jefus. There is,
however, it muft be confefled, another latent
caufe of the cavils of unbelievers—it is the awful
fanctions by which the Gofpel enforces obedi-
ence .to its precepts, of uniform purity and
virtue.

. % That human inventions and prieftcraft are
dete@ed, and that men fhould return to the pure,
enmixed, and unadulterated belief of one God,
and no more ;”—if thefe be the worft effe@s of
modern revolutions, the true Chriftian will have
to rejoice, and, in the end, will praife that -
Power, who thus

¢ Rides on the whirlwind, and direfs the florm.”

Nothing but grofs ignorance could believe all
this took from us the bleflings of the Gofpel,
" which is THE Voice or MERcY cALLING

Man To His MAKER. )

ir

The obje@ions made to the admiffion of any
revelation upon teftimony, we may pafs over, as
fcarcely deferving a ferious reply. As wel} as
thofe againft miracles of a publit and notorious
nature—as many of Chrift’s were—to contradick
which a greater miracle muft be admitted; viz.
that of the total fubverfion of the underftandings
of thoufands of the Jewith nation, by no means
favourably difpofed to receive Chrifi in the way
ke came; and yet fo convinced were they of the
reality of his miffion, through thefe fupernatural
atteftations, that they gave up every worldly
confideration for a religion, every where oppofed
and perfecuted, both by Jews and Gentiles ; and
this they were prepared to expe, by their per-
fecuted Lord and Mafter; of whofe refurrection,
had they not been as certain as they were of his
death, his apoftles would never have attempted
to impbfc iton others, for the fake of procuring
poverty, perfecution, and death to themfelves.
The proof we fhould want, to belicve they could
have fo acted, is, that men were not then con-
ftituted as we are.

A man, who fets up flatly to deny any hiftori-
cal fa&, without the fhadow of proof for fuch
denial, may as eafily deny one thing as anothex::
for inftance, the moft ftriking occurrences in
the Greek or Roman Hiftorics—or that they
were not written by the authors whofe names




they bear.  With refpe to Cafar’s Commenta-
ries, it has: been obferved, there are circum-
ftances fo differently related, or omitted by other
writers,  that objections -as firong to the atithen-
ticity of the Commentaries might be fet up, as
any thing we find againft the facred hiftorians ;
yet their authenticity is never queffioned*. For
the benefit of thofe who cannot well confult the
Hiftorical Evidences of the Authenticity of the
Evangelifts, the Ac@s, and the Epiftles, in the
learned tongues, T would principally tecommend
. Paley’s View of the Evidences, 2 vols. publithed
in'1793; in which they may fee the authorities
fairly traced up to the time of Polycarp, the difs
ciple of John : a chain of evidence which Paine

appears never to have confulted, or even heard |

of. Indeed, from his avowed ignorance, both
of Chriftianity and its hiftory, it is one of the
laft fubje&s on which he thould have attempted
to write, N

All we need remark, on his objections to the
fcriptures being denominated z8e word of God,
is, that this error is not chargeable on genuine
Chriftianity ; and therefore, thofe who do not
defend it, need not concern themfelves about

* This Writer is not enough acquainted with the con-
troverfies between Chriftians and their opponents, to know
that he has been bringing forth objettions which have beea
long ago anfwered. '
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it. It is no new thing, that great numbers of
fincere Chriftians have objeéted to the term,
feeing the fcriptures themfelves bear teftimony
that the Bible is not that word, as is eafily
found, by fubftituting Bible for the Word, in read-
ing the firft chapter of John—viz. ¢ In the be-
ginning was the Bible,” and o on.

The chara@er (p. 25) which is given to the
hiftories, or- what he is plealed to call fories,
with which, he fays, more than half the Bible
is filled, is fo unwarrantably rath and untrue,
that one can hardly believe it could be written
by any fober man; and it is extraordinary, that
a writer, who difplays no common powers, fhould
manifeft fuch fuperlative ignorance, as to aﬂ’?rt.
that prophecy was anciently the art of making
verfes.

What pity this flourithing wit attempted to
write about the Bible, without reading in it;
becaufe he might have faved himfelf the tr.oublc'
of proving, in fo many words, that the wxfdom
and goodnefs of God are manifefted by the v:ﬁbl.c :
parts of the creation, (vide Romans, chap.‘x.
ver. 20.) But fuch a quotation would have ill
agreed with the thundering anathemas bcﬁ:owe‘d
onit. Indeed, we muft conclude, that man’s
memory to be wonderfully defective, with refpect
to any part of the Apoftles’ writings, who can
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* fay,.* He recollects not a fingle paflage in them

all that conveys any idea of what God.is.”
The ridicule aimed at that great fource of
mental relief, under the various calamities of life,
prayer, thews not only a mind depraved te an
extreme, but a total mifapprehenfion of what
true prayer is.—But he keeps no Bible, and
‘therefore might forget that excellent model of
-prayer left by Chrift for us. This thews, that

- acceptable fupplication confifts not in defiring

the Almighty to change the courfe of his pro«
vidence, in order to fuit our particulir conve-
nience; but is the filial breathing of the foulk
to its Father who is in heaven, as its fupporter,
and fupreme good, attended with a moft dutiful
fubmiffion to his divine will.

Paffing over his grofs miftake, as to the in-
fluence Chriftianity had on the progrefs of know-
ledge, which, as pure religion began again to
appear, the voice of hiftory, and the known re-
vival of letters, flatly contradi@®, The influence
which popery, and the monftrous affociations of
religious concerns with fecular affairs had, in
thxs refpe, is another point. I come to T. P.’s
furprifing difcovery, that @ knowledge of the plu-
rality of worlds muft overturn the Chriftian faith.

—That Newton, after having more clearly than

. ever demonttrated the laws of the folar fyftem,

fhould be fo ftupid as to let it efcape him, how
aftonifhing !1'—Yet it is afferted, * that he who

Maker.
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thinks he believes both, has thought but little
of either.” Thefe /ittle thinkers are fuch as New-
ton, Locke *, Boyle, and many more, who have
given the ftrongeft demonftration of great pow-
ers of mind, and deep thinking; and what is
more, men who appear always to have kept
themftlves in their fober fenfes.  The affertion
then, « that fuch is the ftrange conftitution of
the Chriftian faith, that every evidence the hea-
vens afford, either contradicts it, or renders it ab-
furd,” is totally groundlefs, and the mildeft epi-
thet it deferves is, that of an impudent falfchood.
Having thus traced over a heap of the moft
loofe and unproved affertions, relative to Chrift=
ianity, that I ever faw, and moft likely that
ever was written, I fhall, in my next, proceed to
fay a little on the fubject for myfelf; well affur- ]
ed that it ftands fafe from all attacks, and will
remain fo, as long as truth retains its nature, or
man the knowledge and love of his Almighty

I am, &c.
e Re

* Watts fays, (and he was certainly a judge of the matter),
« Locke had a foul wide as the fea,

¢ Calm as the night, bright as the day,
¢ 'Where might his valt ideas play,

*¢ Nor feel a thought confin’d, s
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LETTER 1

QINCE I wrote my laft letter, I happened to

caft my eye on the following excellent ob-
fervation of Dr. Watfon’s, in his Addrefs to
Unbelievers, (occafioned by Gibbon’s Hiftory).
¢ It is fomewhat remarkable, that the deepeft
enquirers into nature have ever thought with
more reverence, and f{poken with more diffi<
dence concerning thofe things, which, in re-
vealed religion, may feem hard to be underftood.

They have cver avoided that felf-fufficiency of

knowledge which fprings from ignorance, pro-
duces indifference, and ends in infidelity,” This
applying very clofely to the fubje& of my laft,
without further comment, I proceed.

There are feveral, befides Archdeacon Paley,
who have written well on the external evidences
of Chriftianity. There is alfo a very excellent
tract, taken from Hartley’s Obfervations on Man-
it" was publithed, in a volume of Theological
Trads, in 1793 ; and is fo valuable, that I with
it were publithed feparately, for the ufe of all
fceptical people, who will not give themfelves

time to read larger works. - But, for my own
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part, I think thie intermal evidences ars fo ftrong
and convincing, that much is to be learned on

this fubjett ou? ¢f Baok, and that of the moft

valuable kind too, : :

By bringing the do&rincs of Chrift to the teft
of experience,- we find their author to be, what
he is declared to be,. ¢ the Son of God with pow-
er”"—That the ‘Gofpel revelation not only fur-
nithes the knowledge of the Divine will, but the
means whereby it is to be done—That, in temp-
tations, the * grace it proclaims is fufficient for
us.” In diftrefs, conflicts, and cares, this bleffed
religion is found to afford ftrcams of the mott re-
frething confolation. Amid the moft fevere and
complicated duties of life—in the heat of the
day, it is as ¢ the fhadow of a great rock in a
weary land.”—Taking for ¢ the firft principle
of the oracle of God,” that *his will” is the
refinement and perfection of our natures, which
the Apoftle calls ** fan&ification,” we go on
making ufe of all the meanshe grants us, to attain
towards it—which is, by a mind kept humbly
¢ in the knowledge and in the love of God,”
always fecking that his will may be doneon earth,
as really as it is done in heaven ; and expecting
the completion of our happine(s and glory in the
promifed kingdom of immortality. Hiftorical
evidence is fomewhat like the teftimony of the
Samaritan woman, who, by converfing with Jefus,
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was made the mean. of bringing others to be ac-
quainted with him ; but their own experience
produced an abundantly fuperior fatisfacion.
¢ Now,” faid they, ¢ we believe, not becaufe of
thy faying,~we have heard him for ourfelves,
and know that this is indeed the Chrift, the Sa-
viour of the. World.”

In fhort, as Chriftianity was never deﬁgned
to be a mere theoretic fyftem, but a pralical
religion, adapted to all the circumftances, and
entering into all the dutics, of life; regulating
all our propenfities and paffions, and carrying
" both private and public virtue to the higheft
degree of perfe@ion, of which our nature is ca-
pable, thofe who content themfelves with
reading or difputing about it, feldom know fuf-
ficiently its real efficacy, or appretiate juftly its
unfpeakable importance,

The followmg reccmmendation of this dlvmc
religion is the more valuable, as coming from
the pen of matured experience, and one whofe
‘knowledge, both of men and things, qualified
him to be a good judge of what was moft ex-
cellent :

-¢ Nothing does fo open our faculties, and
compofe and dire& the whole man, as an inward.
fenfe of God, of his authority over us, of the
laws he has fet us, of his eye ever upon us, of
his hearing our prayers, aflifting our endeavours,

19
watching over our concerns, and of his being to
judge, and to reward or punifh us in another ftate,
according to what we do in this. Nothing will
give a man fuch a deteftation of fin, and fuch a
fenfe of the goodnefs of God, and of our obliga-  §
tions to holine(s, as a right underflanding and a - |
Jirm belief of the Chriftian religion, Nothing can |
give a man fo calm a peace within, and fuch a
firm fecurity againft fears and dangers without,
as a belief of a kind and wife Providence, and of
a future ftate. An integrity of heart gives a man
a courage and a confidence that cannot be fhak-
en. A man is fure that, by living according to
the rules of religion, he becomes the wifelt, the

~ beft, and the happieft creature that he is capa-
ble of being—Honeft induftry, the employing - §

of his time well, a conftant fobricty, an undefiled =
purity and chattity, with a quiet ferenity, are the
beft prefervers of life and health; fo that, takea
man as a fingle individual, religion is his guard,
his perfe&tion, his glory—this will make him

¢ the light of the world,” fhining brightly, and

enlightening many around him.
«¢ Then take a man as a piece of mankind, as

a citizen of the world, or of any particular-ftate. * - §

Religion is indeed ** the falt of the earth,” for it . 7

makes every man to be, to all the reft of the |}

world, what any one can with reafon with or de-

fire him to be, He is true, juft, honeft, md‘
B2
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faithful in the whole commerce of life—doing
to all vthers that which he woudd have others
doto himi, He is a loverof ‘mankind, and of
his coumtry—¥He may, and ought; to bove foime
rhore than others; -but he has an extent of love
Yo ofl ; of compaffion, not oaly to the pooreft,
bat t the worft; for the woife any arg, théy are
the fore to be pitied. He has a complacency
and delight in all that are traly, though but de-
fedtively pood ; and a re(pe@ or efteem for all that
#re eiminently fo.  In every relation of kife, re-
ligion makes him anfwer all his oblisations. It
will ke princes jult and goed, faithful to their
promifes, and levers of 'their people—It will in.
fpice fubjelts with relpe, fubmiffion, and obe-
dience to 'the Taws. It will reader wedlock a
fate of religious friendthip and mutual sfikance,
It will give purents the truett love to their chil-

It will ‘conymand ¢he returns of gratitude from
children. It will teach mafters to be gentle and
careful of their fervants; and fervants to be fajth
ful, zealous, and diligent in their mafter’s con-
corns. It will make friends true to-one enother,
generots, difinterefted. It will make ‘men live
in their neighbourhoed us members of one .com.
mon body, promoting -fitft 'the good of the
whole, and.ﬁ!en'ihe -good of ‘every particular, fo
far as-a man’s fphere can go.  Thas religion, if
I

dren, -and infpire a jaft care of their education— ‘

2t

truly received, ahd  fincerely adhered to, wouald
prowe: the greateft .of all bleffings to a nasion,
-siBut by religion, I underitand fomething more
than the: recciving fomo dodtrines, though ever
fo true; er profoffing them, and engaging warm.
ly to fupport them. What fignify the beft doc-
trines, if men do mot live fuitably to them ; if
they have not a duc influence upon their
thoughts, their principles, and their lives A—
Men of bad lives, with found opinions, are felf-
condemned, and live under an highly aggravated
guilt; nor will the heat of party, arifing from in-
tereft, compenfate for the ill lives of fuch fulfe
pretenders, while they are a difgrace to what they
feem to contend fo earneftly for.

By religion, I do not mean an outward com-
pliance with forms and cuftoms, with an exter-
nal thew of devotion ; or, which is more, fome

Jorced good thoughts, in which many fatisfy
themlelves, while this has no vifible cffe® on
their lives, nor any inward force to fubdue and
re&ify their appetites, paffions, and fecret de.
figns. Thofe cuftomary performances, hew
good and ufeful fo ever, when well underftood and
rightly directed, are of little value, when men
reft on them, and think, beeaufe they do them,
they have acquitted themfolves of their duty,
though they coatinue ftill pround, covetous, full
of deceit, ¢ unholy, unthankful,” Even fe-
B3
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cret prayer, the moft effeGtual of all other:medns;
is defigned. for a higher end ; whichis:to poffefs
our minds with fuch a conftant-and prefent:&nfe
of divine truths, as may make thefe Jive in: us;and
govern us, .and- may draw- down fuch affiftances
as may exalt and fan&ify our: natures." So that
by religion, I mean fuch-a fenfe of divine truth
as enters into a man, and becomes the {pring of

a new nature within him, reforming his thoughts
~and defigns, purifying his heart, and fan@&ifying

him, and governing his whole deportment—nhis

words as well as his a&tions—convincing him,

that it is not enough not to be fcandaloufly vi-
cious, or to be barely innocent in his converfa.

" tion ; but that he ought to be entirely and uni-

formly pure and virtuous—animating him with
a zeal to be ftill better and better, more eminent-
ly good and exemplary. -

This is true religion, which is the perfe&ion
of human nature, and the joy and delight of every
one that feels it active and ftrong within him.—
It is true, this is not arrived at all at once ; and

it will have an' unhappy alloy, hanging long even -

about a good man. But as thofe ill mixtures are
the perpetual grief of his foul; fo, as it is his

~ chief care to watch over and mortify them, he

will be in a continual. progrefs; {till gaining

ground upon himfelf; and as he attains to a good

degree of purity, he will find a noble flame of
3 .
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life and joy growing upon him. Of this I write
with the more concern and emotion, becaufe I
have felt this the true, and indeed the only true,
joy which runs through a man’s heart and life;
it is what has been for many years my greateft
fupport—1I réjoice daily in it—I feel from it the
carneft of that fupreme felicity, which I hope for
—I am fure there is nothing elfe can afford any
true or complete felicity.”

L B B N

L ETTER 1.

INCE my laft, I have had the pleafure of
reading Bithop Watfon’s Apology, which,

fo far as it expofes Paine’s incompetence to the
tafk he has undertaken, is a very able perform-
ance, and written with the good temper of one
who is fenfible of the ¢ vantage ground of truth*’
on which he ftands. I have alfo feen Cogan’s
Appendix to his Evidences of Chriftianity, a
chain of clofe-connected reafoning, in which is
the following excellent remark. ¢ The Jews, it
is acknowledged, were inferior to other nations

" # Lo Bacon.
B4
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int every: [pecics of polite Literature, and in gene.
ral fcrence; and yet, though furrounded by
idolaters, they maintained, as a community, the
unity .of God, and entertained more exalted and
rational views of the divine perfe@tions, than even
the wifer philofophers of the moft. polithed na-
tions. ‘The Chriftian religion is confeffedly the
moft - pure and philofophical that ever appeared
upon earth, containing principles moft highly

beneficial to the general interefts of mankind,and .

prefenting a ftandard of morality to which no ob-
jeétion can be made.”

I would now afk, when a writer has laboured
to deftroy a religion, admitted and revered by the
. wifeft and beft of men for more than feventeen cen-
turies, whether he deferves much attention, till
he is prepared to give us fomething better in its
room ; fome furer foundation of our virtue ; fome
more folid ground for our confolations in time,
and our hopesin eternity. For even, were all the

evidences of the Bible revelation to be difcarded,

yet a religion, recommending only purity of

heart, love to God and man, and that has for its”

object the heightening of every virtuous, focial
enjoyment; and finally fitting us for heaven——for
what, I afk, for what thall we reject it >—a re-
ligion teaching, for example, fuch doCrines as
thefe : L

““God is love: be ye therefore followers of

25

God, as” dear children—Walk in love, as Chrift
hath alfo loved us, and hath given himfelf for
us. Buotall uncleannefs or covetoufnefs, be it
not named amongft you. Let no corrupt com-
munication proceed out of your mouth. Let all
bitternefs, and wrath, and clamour be put away
from you, with all malice : For the fruit of the
{pirit is in all goodnefs, righteoufnefs, and truth,™
Ernrsians. ‘

¢ God is no refpeéter of perfons; butin every
nation, kindred, tongue and people, they who
fear him and work righteoufnefs, are accepted of
him.” Acrs.

¢ All things whatfoever ye would that men .
fhould do unto you, do ye even fo unto them,
for this is the law and the prophets.” Mar.

I muft again obferve, the religion of Chrift
was not defigned for 2 mere fpeculative fyftem,
of which the beft evidences were to {pring from
learned difquifitions ; it was intended for avrL,
and therefore is to be underftood by the illiterate
as well as the learned. Hence its great Author
tells us, ¢ If any man will do the will of Heaven,
he fhall Bmow of his do&rine whether it be of
God.” Here evidence of the cleareft kind arifes
from the happy effe€ts of obedience to its pre-
cepts. Thus, in many inftances, the Chriftian’s
path has been “ as a thining light, fthining more
and more unto the perfect day; ™ and thofe whe




have wandered in the dark regions of infide-
Tity, having fubmitted to that répentance and
‘humiliation of foul the gofpel requires,. have
found light and evidence: arife, to which they
were before firangers.—From conviftions fent
home to the heart, and not refting merely in
the head, they could no more doubt of the
goodnels of God, and of his love in Chrift
~ Jefus, than they could of their.own exiftence.
" Under thefe impreflions, the bittereft cups of
human life have been fweetened; and the
moft flattering gales of prefperity have been
infufficient, to make them leave an anchorage
for the foul fo  fure and ftedfaft.”
They know that the gofpel is calculated for
gniverfal hap;ﬁ\nefs; that all its {elf-denying

do&rines are only defigned to promote our.

ultimate and higheft coop, and that if they
reftrain our paflions, or moderate our worldly
‘purfuits, it is only to fave.us: from the moft
fatal of deceptions and difappointments. . .

In fo tranfient a life, to be taught not to
fix our hopes on what is perifhiable and paf-
fing away; and that, in-orderto be fitted for
the kingdom to which we are called, we muft
acquire difpofitions fuited to its nature—can
any thing be more rational than this ?

- Ifto the plain and fimple doétrines of Chrift
abfurd or myfterious creeds. have been added,
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cither by miftaken or defigning men, we
fhould no more rejeét the gofpel itfelf on this
account, than we would refufe any other
bleffing of heaven, becaufe it has been abuf-
ed*

~ Subferiptions and creeds have undoubtedly
tended to divide the profefled followers of one
Lord; but under all the various names and
diftinftions which unhappily prevail among

~ Chriftians, vital - religion, ¢ the faith that

works by love to the purifying of the heart,”
is the fame, and they who poflels it are of the
univerfal and only true church. The force of
cuftom and prejudice may keep them too
much ftrangers to each other; but they ought
to know better, and in thefe times to unite as
brethren in the caufe of evangelical truth and
virtue. The creed they have to contend for,
(the faith once delivered to the faints,) is this,
that “the work of nghteoufnei\, —a life
fpent in the duties Chriftianity enjoins, “1is
peace, and the effet quietnefs and aflurance
for ever.”

Keeping the impregnable fortrels of pure
and genume Chriftianity, they have all that is

* If it be afked, where fhall this religion be found pue?
«=1I anfwer, in the New Teftament, unclouded by the my-
flerious comments of the {chools,
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great and good in the univerfe on their vﬁdé,
againft which the blunted fhafts of infidelity
muft recoil, where they have fo often recoiled

before. The fuperficial and the grddy may un:
happlly be more ftruck with a flath of wit than

~ with the clear dedu&ions of reafon : Thc jo-

vial frequenter of clubs may relifh more the
buﬁ'ooncry of Paine, than the ﬁerhng fenfe
of Addifon*, ‘Lyttletont, or Jenyns}; but
we may reft the whole on this one ﬁrono‘
conclufion of the poet,

“ What only good men hope for may be true,
. * What none but bad men with exploded, m;g/l,”

L

# See his Evidencss.

t His Treatife on the Converfion and Apoftlefhip of Stq
Paul.

1 Trcaufe on the’ Intcrnal Evidences.

POSTCRIPT.

I N this attempt to fubvert Chriftianity,
Paine has not been acting the part of a
friend towards a nation which received him in-
to its bofom, when he fought it as an afylum,
‘When the leaders of the revolution handed the
people the cup of liberty, dathed with licen-
tioufncls, in a flate of much moral 1mbecxhty
they mrght have forefeen the dangers of in-
temperance, and the horrors of diffolution.
Hence one of them, who had difcovered the
true cement of the United States in Amerlca,
ufed to dwell on this text, Ayezs les mosrs——
He knew, that without this, the French could
not preferve the republican form of govern-
ment they had chofen; and the ftate of things
among them, from that time to this, all tends
to fhew, that unlefs they come to build mo-
rality upon religious principle, they will be
perpetually fhaken by every wind of faétion ;
and the fuperfiruture they have raifed, want-
ing a well-laid bafe, may, in fome popular
ftorm, be humbled to the duft.

I have feen a letter to Jourdan, Sur les
Cultes, from Paine, wherein he again attempts

-
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to invalidate the. Bible on his old ground :
viz. that a fimple, undifguifed relation of faéts
as they occurred, not concealing the failings,
or even the vices, of the peaple of whom it
treats, is a proof that the whole is impofture.
Men of as much fenfe, and rather more learn-
ing, have thought this one circumftance a
firiking proof of the veracity of the hiftorians.
~ With refpe& to thofe who call themfelves

Theophilanthropifts, if they are honeft men,

they can fcarcely refufe to admit Chriftianity,
when they fee it fiript of all corrupt or bur-
denfome appendages. Their religion, found-
ed merely on the conclufions of reafon, may
hold out to them the power and good-
nels of God afar of. By Chriftianity we
are (as faid the Apoftle) indeed * brought
mgh unto God,”—aflured of his benignity, by
a meflenger of peculiar qualifications, whofe
miffion along and wonderful chain* of pro-
phecy points out, and which was opened to the
conviétion of thoufands, by public fuperna-
tural atteftations. Here we have not only
the fuppofition, that a wife and good Creator
may render to man the rewards of virtue, and

* See particularly the 53d. chap. of Ifaiah ; a prophecy fo
circumftantial as to firike, with irrefiftible force, one of the
greateft wits and infidels of this country, the penitent Ro-
chefter,
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the punifhments of vice ; but a folemn decla-
ration, under the moft awful fanétions, that
be will. Here we are not left to variable
and uncertain ‘apprehenfions of his good will
towards us, in this ever-changing and often-
afflited life; we are encouraged to look up to
him, and call him “Qur Father;” he owns
us for his children; and the Son of God ac-
knowledges us as his friends, if we do the di.
vine will. Why then fhould they attempt to
graft morality on any other ffack 2 We know
this is capable of bearing the faireft of fruits.
Would they hut examine Chriftianity to its

fource, they would find it the {pring of moft

pure virtue, All the dogmas, which the li-
beral mind rejets, may be winnowed away as
the chaff, but the untmpaircd grain remains,
and endures throughout all the changes of
feafons. May it germinate in France, take
root and bear fruit there ; then fhall the {in-
cerely pious of the {urrounding nations hail

- themas brethren;-and joyfully unite with them

in offering prayer and praife in his name,
through whom {as one of the moft ancient
prophecies declares) « all the families of the
earth fhall be blefled.”
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