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how it is that an acorn, when. put igto the graugd, TH
made to develope itfelf, and beogine an oak;: " Sc. Atthe |
fame time he holds, that the creation is the word bf God,
€nd that froi, it alone true religion is to be learnt,. Haw |.
ean this be, if the creation be {6 full of myftery, and
myfery be inconfiftent with true religion }=—*¢ The very |
potion and defign of religion proves, even to a3 demon-
firation, that it muft be free from every thing of myltery,
and unincumbered with every thing that is myfterious.”
How then can it be learnt from the creation, which is ac-
knowledged to be fo full .of myfteries ! at leatt as full as
the written word of Gad. And if religion muft be un-
incumbered with the myferies of the written word, why-
mutft it not allo be unintumbered with thoie of creation?
10, ¢ A miracle, under any idea of the word, is a
fhow s and whenever recourfeis had to it, it is degrading
the Almighty to a.fhow man."—This fame Mr, Paine
fays, ¢ that.¢very thing is a miracle, and no one thing.is
@ greater miracle than another,* Therefore whenever the
Almighty prodyges any thing, he produces a miracle, and
a miracle, under any idea of the word, is a fhow. There-
fore whenever the Almighty produces any thing, he de-
iiradtq him{elf into the charagier of a fhow-man,  Itis
#n vain for Paine to endeavour to extricate himﬁzlf’ froin
this difficulty, bf pretending that, when he fays, ¢ every
thing 18 a mirac e,:‘%e ufes the word in a peculiar fenle;
becaufe *¢ he fays, underevery idea of the word miracle,
ftis a fhow,” - e
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