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principally, or in the firft place, teach what duty God
requires of man, hence it muft plainly appear, the know-
ledge of God and our duty, ariles trom our acquaintance
with, and underftanding of, the word of God—{requent-
1y called the_Scriptures of truth, becaufe there is no er-
ror or falfehood in them s they are, and ever will be, what
they are declared to be, the truth of God-=this made good,
wife and great men in paft ages, very much prize and
dearly love them. David, when a king, faid, ¢¢ 1 re-
joice at thy word," chap. cix, 162. Jeremiah, ¢ 1 found
thy word,” Pfalm xv. 16. A third declared he had no
greater plealure than to fee that his children walked 1n
“the truth, regarded the Bible. From fuch pious, clear,
and plain declarations coming from gracious men, men
taught by the {pirit of God, we learn in part the excel.
lency of, and great love they had to the Scriptures : nor
can wa doubt, after fuch evidence, that the glory of God
and our own happinefs is ultimately connefled with a
right kuowledge of the Scriptures. K/Iay the Lord him-
felf, mydear children, teach you this knowledge | Hence
1t muft plainly appear, there can be no true peace, no
abiding happinefs in neglefting the Bible ; and if the
good men already mentioned, feund it {o fweet and good
to be daily converfant with the Bible, can we defire
greater encouragement to begin the fiveet, the delightful
work. Need we more powertul incitements, may the grace
of God ftimulate usto ¢ fearch the Scriptures.” Other
reafons might be adduced to fhew that a conitant atten-
tion to the word of life, contained in the Bible, would
evince our being poflefled of true wifdom, but at prefent
1 forbear. May the good Spirit of God fandlify Bible
truths to your hearts, and prepare you, my dear childicn,
for the joys at God’s right hand, is the requeft of
Your affe&tionate friend,

Princes Rifborough, O.28,1799. SIMPTONIAN.

Zo the EDITOR.

SIR,

AS 1 know your Publication is defigned in great part to

check the {preading progrefs of infidel "philofophy,

and as no means can be more effeétual to thuat end, than

{ubduing the boafting pride of its profaneit champions, I

enclofe you thefe extracts from an American Magazine of

wvery great repute.  “I'lic author is generally confidered to
be Dr. Edwards, the {on of the latecPrefident Edwards.
| - PHILOS. -

Short Comments on rew Texts.

1. What is the amount of ail his prayers, but an at.
tempt to make the Almighty change his mind, and a&
.otherwife than hedoes, 1t is as if hewere to fav, ¢ Tl
énoweft not fo avell as 1,” Paine. If this objeélion is ad.
wmitted againft prayer, its effeéts wiil be very univerfal.
For Mr. Painetells us, ¢ that religious duties contift in
doing juftice, loving mercy, and endeuvouring to make
cur fellow-creatures happy.” Of courfe then itis a duty 1o
endeavour to make our tellow- creatures more happy than
God hasmade them ; -and is not this 2s imuchas fayingto
God ¢ thou knoweft not fo well as 1,7as it wonld be o pruy
to God that he wouid permit us to accomplith the happinef.
of others, which onght to bethe objeét of our endeavour.
"When Mr, P. publifhed his Age of Rewfon, i1 was 1o
Inftruft his fellow-creatures ; 1.e. to communicate more
inftrulion than God had communicated.
principle; thisis faying, ¢ thouknowelt not fo wellas 1,

But en his
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true Deift, to a& up to his religion! muft imitate the. |
Deity in this, and kill every man within his reach. And’

is it a part of true deifm to imitute the Creator in every
thing fcientifical ?—But {urely Mr. P. has failed of this.
It is his favourite doftrine, that ¢° the immenfity o fpace
is filled with {yftems of worlds,> i, e. immenfity is ex.-
haufted, and therefore limited, and mnfinity as finite. And
another doftrine of Mr. P.’s is, ¢ that ail our knowledge

of {cience is derived from the revolutions of theplaners.”

But arithmetic is a fcience, geometry 1s a {cieuce, attro-
nomy, or the diltribution of ttars into conftellations, is a
feience 5 and all thele {ciences were known to the ancients,
though they weae ignorant of the tine remlgtinns of the
olanets.  And Mr. P muit beextremnely dehicient in fci-
ence, as well as hiftory, to lLelieve that addition or Jub-
traftion were not, or cotld not be known i the woilld,
tili the revolutions of the planets were difcovered., 1t
Mr. P. had imitated the Deity in every thiny fcientifical,

he would furely have been poflefied of more icience than

he did poflels, when he wrote bis dge of Reafin.

4. ¢ Itis trom the tcicnces thucall the mectanical arts
that contribute fo much to our earthly felicity and com-
fort are derived.” And does Mr. P, believe that man-
kind never knew how to make fhoes, tili they weie ac-
quainted with the fciences ?—and that the Indians derive
from the fciences their fkill in making bafkets and knot
bowls ?

s, < A thing which every body is required to believe,
requires that the proof and evidence ol it fhiould be equal
tu all, and umvertal,” Butis notevery bady 1equired
to believe that Thomas Paine wrote the Age of Realon ;
and is the evidence of this equal toall 2—¢¢ A fmall num.
ber of perfons, perhaps mot i» many as eight or nine”
may have feen him write it. Theie are ntroduced as
proxies for the whole world, te fay they fzav it, und
all the reft of the world are called upon to believe
it, But as ¢ Thomas did not believe the refurrestion,
and, as they fay, would not helieve, without having ocu-
lar and manual demonitration himiclf, fo neither will 1*°
believe that Paine wrote the Age of Reafon,  Thus, on
this principle, we are not rativnally obligated to'bcheve
any thing of which we havenot the evidence of fente,

6. ¢ It is unpeflible for us to know that the bouks
(uf the Evangelilts) were written by the pecluns whale
names they bear.”’——1s is poffible for us to know that the
reputed works of Virgil, T'ully, and Horace were written
by thole men. Lect Mr. P. tell us on what evidence he
belicves this, and I will praduce as great, or greater evi-
dence, that the Gofpels were written by the nien wholt
names they affunie.  But, alter ail, thisis not (v faipor-
tant as that the accounts they contam be true. it the
falls related in the Gofpels really took place as related,

Chriftianity is true, although the Gofpeis were firlt pub-.

lifhed ancuymeus, and atterward by mittake the nanmiescot
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John were prebx:d to th.m.
But if it 1s a milfake that the Gofpels fhould appear un-
der fuch names, why was 1t not proved by the virulent
enemies of Chriftianity, wvho lived either at or very near
the time of theirreputed authors ?

[ To be concluded in our next.]
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ENCIRCLED in thy fnow.white arms,
Diffoiv’d in dear delicious blifs,

Enjoying all your blooming charins,
And fondly cla{p’d in your embrace,

What youth who prone to love as I,
Would note’en Heav’nitlelf refign,

To tafte fuch fparkling floods of oy,
And blifs approaching to divine,

But ch! fond youth, this gilded dream,
Lilte morning dews befure the {un,
Will vanithgin an empty fteam,
And leave you wretcned and undone.

Will health and youth for ever laft ?
Can pleafure fonthe the guiity breaft 2

Alas ! cach carnal pleafure patt,
But blafis thy poor precarious reft.

When trembling on lifc’s awful verge,
Tle itoury tenant of the grave,

Pult pleafures form a lathing furee,
T hat once roll’'d on a gentle wave,

From life’s afcent to'view thofedays
When fancy painted all things fair,

With whatdelight we backward gaze,
It Virtue plann’d our a&tions there,

But, 2h! ir Folly blots the feene,
A~d guilty horror throuds it o'er,
Oh ! then we wifh we ne’er had been
Puor thipwreck’d pilgrims on Life’s frarmy fhore,

From virtue all our eacthly joy,

Our baimy flecp, and {oft repofe,
Winte'er t» [weet beneatn the fky,

From foftiy-fmiiing virtue fiows,
As pleafure is purfuzed by pain,

Ard vices leave an aching heart,
Ccleftial triend with me remain,

And to my toul {weet prace impart,

On yvour f2ft balom let me lie,

Around my neck your arms entwine,
Thrﬂ1 E:h'ﬂr bfﬂl' me {o tht’.‘ fk}l,

And make me like yourfeif, immortal and divine.

HARNESDI.

THE HIVE,

NUMRER III.

N:bil legebat guod non rxcerperet.—PLINY.

Plhilip Melanfthon.

A FRENCHMAN one day paid this pious and learned
veformer a vilit, and found hiun holding a book in one
hand, and vocking a child with theother. Upon the fo-
reigner’s exprefling his furprize at this, Melancthon made
{uch a pivus difcourfe to him about the duty of a father,
and the (tate of grace in which the children are with God,
that he went away much iere edificd than he came,—
‘I forefee (faid Meluncthon) whit difputes will ayive
concerning the Trinity. The Scriptures direct us to in-
veke Jefus Chrift;, whichis to aferibz divinity to him, and
is ful of confulation. As to curious enquiries concern-
it his nature, they are by no means fitting,” ———Luthr

ﬁnw muchin{trution men oughtto have. -Whenever the
wibandman clears his land of trees, branches, or weeds;
:whenever he ploughs or hoes it, mows the grafs, reaps
; the grain, or gathers ths fruits, as inall thefe cales fome-
. thing is done, or -endeavonred to be done, different from
~what God has done, the agent fays to God, on tiw fore -
«gnentioned principle, ¢¢ thou kroweft not fo well as I.™
.Mr. P. to be confilient, fheuld be always as terpid as a
‘ferpent in winter, and at the fame time ought feverely to
repent of his paft impiety, in that he has ever donea
fingle aétion. . . |
2. ¢ The Creator -has made nothing in vain.”—RBut
~what will Mr, P. fay of thofe manifold calamities which
are attached to human life ?—For what end has he made
all thefe things ?#—For man’s happinefs 2=—But would
not man have been as happy if exempted trom them ?~—
How doées it: appear,. by the guidance of Mr. P.’s prin-
ciples, that they either fubferve the prelent or future hap- |-
pinefs of the race ?=But.if fuch dark difafters were not
allowed or ordered for man’s happinefs, then of confe-
quence for hismifery,; and yet how can Mr. P, admit-
ting this, vindicate that divine benignity he every where
fo highly celebrates. _

3. The true Deift’s religion confifts in contemplating
the power, wifdom, and benignity of God in his works,
and endeavouring to imitate him in every thing moral,
fcientifical, and niechanical. Now the infliCtions of
aeath, calamily, fickncls and mitery on manking, is a
pat of the moal condu€t of the Deity 5 therefere the

¢ Arnlrhey avith one confent began to maks exculs0

e

one day wrote upon his table, $* Melanction has boti

rhiﬁgs and words 5 Erafmus words without things s Ly~
ther things witheut words 5 and Carlefladius peither

words nor things.™ '

GOD malees i feaft and bids his creatures come,
Bur ftrange excuies keep the moft at home ;
Some are ton bufy to partake the treat,

And {ome too 1dle e’en to rife and eat

Some 100 weli fettled o teck endlefs reft,

Anud fome tou hagpy to be truly bleft;

Some are toa lcarned 10 be really wily,

And fome teo rich the pzarl of price to prize;
Sume are tou knowing Wifdom's voice tattend,
And fome too flupld truth to comprehend ;
Yorne are too bold the Gud of Heaven to drcad,
And fome too timid duty’s path to tread ;

Some zre tao good, freec merey to reccive,

And fome ton bad their wickednefs to lcave 3
*Tis yzt too foon, fays Youth-in vig’rous bloom,
To wafte my time indull Religion®s gloom ;
While byftling- manhotd pleads for fhort delay,
*Tis timeenough, I'll {eize a future day ;

E’en: wither'd age fitll afks a longer date,

And then exclaims, alas! it 1s too late 5

Happy the ¥ cuth to carly 2eal inclin'd, | .
W hote Gud delights and awes his op’ning mind ;
The man who firft purfues the world above,
Then lcaves the reft to his Creator’s love.

The hoary {rinr with honour’d aze opprefs*d,
Who quits his load, and wings his way to reit 5
Wi time!y comes the maancft.and the leaft,
Shall find 4 weicoms? to the Goige) feaft,

Bifbop I
T His ornament ul religion, of the church, and of ler-
ters, is a zealous advocate for the pure found doftrines of |
the Gofpel, commonly called Culviniltic, In‘one of His
charges to his Clergy, after ftrongly reprobating theethi-
cal fermons of thié age, he draws this fine diftinétion He- -
tween morality and religion : ¢¢ Morality {fayshe) fetches
all her motives from beneath, whereas religion-fetches all
her motives from ahove.””<~—His Lordthiponce in conver-
fation’witli a young Clergyman, particularly recommend- . -
ed to his perulal the Piigrim’s Progrefs, s one of the hift
books on pradtical religion in any language. - Few men
of the prefent day have done fuch eflential fervice te the
interelts of léarning and Chriftianity, as this able and in-
trepid divine,

'—_—”mn_-—-
Dr. lfage Barrozv.
SoLoMnNN fays, ¢ Anfwer a fool according to lus
folly,* -Perhaps this maxim was never better elucidated

than in the following ftory. Lord Rocheiter meeting Dr.
Barrow one day-at Court, detesinined to banier himy and
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