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Ix CONGRESS, March 14, 1776.
ESOLYVED, that it be recommended
to the feveral Aflemblies, Convemi-
ous, and Councils or Committees of Sile-
ty of the United Colonies, imunediatcly
to caufe all perfons to be difarmed within
their refpective colonies who are notoriouf-
ly difuffected to the caufe of America, or
who have not aflociated, and refufe to
alfociate, to defend, by arms, thefe United
Calonies againft the hoftile attempts of
the Britifh tleets and armies, and to apply
the arms taken from fuch perfons in each
refpedive colony, in the firft place, to the
arming the continental troops raifed in faid
colony; in the next, to the arming fuch
troops as are raifed by the colony for its
owndefence, and the refidue to be applied
to the arming the afluciators: “T'bat the
arms, when taken, be appraifed by indif-
ferent perfuns, and fuch as are applied to
the arming continental troops to be paid
by the Congrefs; and the refidue by the
refpetive Aflemblies, Conventions, or
Counciis or Committees of Salety.
Extract from the minutes.
CHARLES THOMSON, fecrctary.

Jo Nir. ALEXANDER PURDIE.

S 1R,

':[‘HE independence of the colonies daily

becnmes more and more a topick of
very anxious difquifition. The fubject
appears, in genceral, to lie nnder the dif-
ficultics of being mifreprefented by our
encmies, and nifunderftood by fome
amongft ourfelves. Without flattering
myfelt that the following remarks will
remove cither, I fhall be obliged by your
inferting them.

It may with certainty be affirmed, that
among the ends which the colonies, from
South Carolina 1o New York inclufively,
had in view, when they began the prefent
contelt, independence held na place; and
that the New England governments, if
they had it in view at all, confidered it as
aremote and contingent object. The ter-
rours of immediate oppreflionengroflcd our
minds too fully to leave much room fer
ambition. Admitting this fuct with regard
to New England (of which, howes er,ITknow
no proof) it was not the eflect of ut feditious
character in the people, but of a conlci-
oufnefs thut by their union and populoud-
nels they approached more nearlv, than
any fingle colony, to that pcriod of power
when independence would have become a
natuiral event, and dependence a political
abfurdity.  ‘That the cclonies were pro-
ceedding pretry rapidly to fuch a period of
pover frenss to be a paint acknowledged,
by ot @ fhelionnre roafuners on both fides.
"The King’s minitters, indeed ave induced
him to bedieve, and to tell his oarliiment,
that our preflilims of attachment and
loyaity were meant enly to mmule, while
we were meditating a genceld revolt.
The heart of an American tedls him thae
the charge s erroncens, and the fmgle
external evidence of onr having hecun the
wur wi it {o feqnty a provifion fer s fup-
port will prove it fo to ali the

unpu.

diced world.  In truth, thefi: profef=
fions were founded in fuch deep-rooted
attachments, that even nowv, when our
lives and properties are the {port and prey
of every tender’s motley crew, that can
caic/ithem, mwany of our brethren thudder
at the name of independence.

The ufe of words, without fetiling their
determinate meanings, often occafions
difputes with men whofe fentimcnts in
reality exaltly correfpond.  T'his appears
to be particularly the cafe in the prefent
queltion.

In many, the mame of independence is
accompanicd with the terrifying ideas of
an cverlafting feparation from Great Bri-
tain, of the deftruétion of the fiu fF confli-
tution in the world (as the phrifz is) und
of the fubltitution of repuslican govern-
ments in the colodies., Than fullow a
dreadful train of domeltick convulfions in
cach republick, of jealoufies, dillentions,
wars, and all their attendant mileries, in
the neighbouring republicks; in which
form of government, they feem to ima-
gine that nature breeds
All monftrous, all prodigious things,
Abominable, unutterable, and worfe
Than fables yet have feign’d, or fear

conceiv'd,
Gorgons and hydras, and chimeras dire!

Under the preflure of real calamitics,
which, it actually felt, cannot be excecd-
cd, do men {ind comfort in the contem-
plation of thofe that arc imaginary; and
which, were we fure they would befal us,
might claim our preference, by being
remote?

Others, with the ideas of the former,
connect fome dark mylterious fcheme for
tricking us into independence, to which
molt of our continental meafures, however
fpecioufly introduced, are fuppofed to be
ultimately fubfervient. Thefe men, my
friends, are enemics to harmony. The
motions of their fpirits are dark and dull;
and whatever be their profeflions, or con-
dition, let them not be trufted,

Of a much more numerous and relpec-
table clafs are thofe who think that our
oppefition is founded in a virtuous deter-
mination to defend our liberty againft a
tyranny inftant and impending; that no
{acrifice, no fuffering, fhould divert us
from the neceflary means of effeéting ((‘)
important a purpofe; thatif, in the courle
of events, a declaration of independence
fhould become cffential to our fufety, we
fhould inftantly adopt the meafure, confi-
dering it not as a primary object of the
war, buat, ina fecondrryv view, asameans
ol conducting it fuccc(Mully. Now Iverily
believe this is all that nine tenths of the
Cangrdfs mean, notwithitanding that the
prefies ol Philadeiphia have latedy brought
forth Common Senfe, domtgenny’s Choff,
and other frightfid forms , totheno fin liter-
rour of muany of his majeity”’s iege fulie e,

W ithont attempting to prosve that thefe
fears are much of the fime pucrile calt as
thofe with which the armour of an heroick
and aficctionate prent imprefed the fon
of Hector, 1haliendeavourto thow, that

the propriety of fpeedily declaring a tem-
forary indcpendence, atleaft, may be de-
rived from a circumftance more univerfully
interefiing and folid than from the siachi.-
nations of the Congrefs.

Itis confefied, on all hands, that we
cannot continue the war, with very prof-
pevous lopes, unlcs we can be feppiied
from [ordgn countries with warlike tlores,
with many ncceflnies, of which the ref-
tridtions on Bridih trade deprive us, and
unlefs fume market be furnithed for the
productions of our labour. Accordingly
men expect with impatience the freedomn
of exportation, when this trade may ke
puibed to the utmoft extent.  But, alas!
m the fimail «ffys we have already made,
we havefoundforeignersreferved and cold.
They will tell us, ¢ In jullice 10 your
¢ yeracity, we mult believe that you will
¢¢ be cordially reconciled to Great Brituin,
“ {o foon as certain acts of parliament
¢¢ {hall be repealed s now, as fhe cannut
¢t carry on uvigoraus war without you,
fhe muft dither fit a pafiive fjrectator
of our triumph, and of her own i,
or repeal the acts, and, in conjuné:ion
with vou, tuke vengeance tor our
friendly inteniians, belure we lave re-
ccived any advantage frem them. We
caunot. theretore, hazard £ much wich
fo precarions a profpect of an cquiva-
lent. We infilt not that you fhould
declare an cverlafling feporation f om
Britain, and thereby cut off all profpect
of an honourable renewal of old friend-
fhips, but that you will, with the frec-
dom, f{ulemmity, and good faith of
foverdiga ftates, cnter into a treaty of
comerce fov a certzin time, and into a
treaty of netrality, at lealt, fhculd cur
cfforts to firve you produce a rupture
with that power.” A comnierce thus,
eftablithed would bebencficial, and honour-4&
able.  Such manly and vigorous conduct
would render us refpectable o foreigners,
and formidable to our enemics, IBut if
we can culy venture to ffeal a foreign
trade, I cun fee nothing but difappoint-
ment, difirrace, and contempt, [rom il
quarters.  In the one cafe, the maiice of
our enemics wili be awed into moderation,
by the increafe of our power ; i the other,
by itsdecline, they may erjoy, uacontreul-
ad by any cther patiion, the rich profpect
of a revenge infutiable.  Here, however,
independence {teps in to terrify us. For
my part, I fee no terrour nit; butin an
unconditional dependence, wlhidch feams
at prefent our culy altointie, 1 feea
thoullmd. It wears, indecd, the rugemdd
afpect of virtue; but, hice the fhicta of
Pallus, it yeirities alone the Hund and the
hale: It is the invincble guardion of the
brave and virtysus.

I funcy that many qualms on this {ub-
jeét would be overcome, i men would
more thoroughly confider hew vary far
we havealready proceeded inellcfting inde-
pendence s amed that many, who have en-
eaped i this bafels,  are braveeably
datiaad to the cord, whatever veln e pes
they muay anteaitain of drawir g out u few
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gerous moderation. I apprehend  that
independence could, in no way, be more
explicitly announced than by diffolving the
overnment on which it depended, and
forming one with which it is utterly incom-
patible.  ¢* Belfides the overturning from
¢ without, governments are diffolved
¢, from within, when the legifluture is
altered,”’ are the words of mir. Locke.
We have not ounly altered the legiflature,
but exercifed the judicial, the executive,
and every other power of independent {o-
vereignty, except thelealt confiderableone,
of negotiating with forcign ftates. W hy
have we fo unanimoufly and cheerfully
affumed the greater acts of fovereignty,
and yet hefitate about the lefler? 1f the
abfolate neceflity of commencing the con-
teflt directed us, infenlibly, to the former,
why tremble when the necellity of conti-
nuing it as abfolurely directs us to the
latter? Iamat a lofs to give an anfwer,
except that we fhall be obliged to call our-
felves, what for fome months we have
really been, independent, In this dread
found our terrours feem to be comprehand-
ed. Andfhall we, by filent ftealth, draw
all its good effects, and hamefully deny
our benefactor? I confefs this conduct
refembles more the dark guilt of rebeliion
than the manly candour of a righteous
refiftance. While Congreffés, Conventions,
Councils of Safety, wilitary arrangements,
courtsof admiralty, county-committee courts,
colonial fheriffs, &c. ave freflin their me-
mories, will our enemies belizve us when
we tell them we meant not to be indepen-
dent? S$o mean a fubterfuge would ferve
-only to add the infolent lath of contempt
to the feourge they have prepared for us.
The expcctation of preace and reconcilia-
tion {ill fofters the irrefulution of fonme
men. The vague, unauthenticated hints
of peace, which were the harbingers of
my lord North’s olive branch, divided our
councils, and encrvated our preparations
for defence. This, it minht have bLeen
thought, would have furuilhed us, and
on no very reafonable terms, with the
wifdom ofyexpericnce; but fome, under
an infatuation without cxumple, are now
deluded with an artifice of the fame kind.
We fondly expect commiilioners of pcace.
The king, on the contrary, tells us ex-
prefsly, that he fhallfend them to reccive
the fubmifficns of the pienitent rebels, and
that they fhall be accompanied with a
very refpectable force. This very refpec-
table, very humane, and peace-compel-
ling force, is neither more or lefs than all
which they could at prefent mufter for
our deftruétion. One of his fervants tells
us, we may obtain any thing by a confli-
utional application; while another, in his
prefence, who has the fole power of cna-
bling us to try the experiment, thould we
Jincline, refufts by his concurrence to make
it poflible. And could this be done by
the author of a late pathetick letter? It
isaddinginfulttoinjury, withavengeance ¥,
Their fmiles are not tobe trufted; their
refentment fhould not be dreaded; the
treachery of the firft is rot lefs forinidable
than the effects of the L.dt.
Be aflured, my countrymen, that they
would,
Under fair pretence of friendly ends,
With well-plac’d words of plezing cour-
tefy,
Baited with reafons not unplaufible,
Wind them into the cafly-hearted man,
And hug him into inares.
.1'am, fir, yours, &c.
A. B.
General Clinton and lord Dwwmore,
in their late conference with col. Corbin.

CAMDBWRIDGE, AMuch 21.
IIE joy of our fiiends in Bofton, on
{eeing the victorinusand sallant tronps

of thzir country inter the town alinoit at
the heds of their barbarous opprefivrs,

TUTTeY

gratulations which foon aiterwaids tack
place, between thofe of the neardt con-
nexions in life, for a long time cruddly
rent afunder by the tyranny of our impla-
cabl¢’ enemies, furpafles  defeription.
From fuch a fet of beings, the prefervati-
on of property was notexpected; and it
was found that a greatpart of the evacu-
ated houfes had been pillaged, the furni-
ture broke and deftroyed, and many of
thebuildings greatly damaged.  1tis vwor-
thy of notice, however, thatthe bulidings
belonging to the hon, John Hancock, dly;
particularly his degant maution-houty,
were left in good order. Al the liuen
and woollen gouds, except fume that
might be fecrewed, were curried ol by the
enemy. Al the fule and muolofles, which
they could fimd, were detlroved. The
cnemy alfo dettroyed great quantities of
ctfects belonging 1o themfilves whizh they
could not carry off, fuch as gun caniages,
and otber carrtages ot various Kinds, heufe
furniture, &c. together with a gnuantity
of flonr and hay. Al their forts, batte-
ries, redoubts, and breafiworks, ronrin
entire amdd conplete.  “Fhey leit many of
their heavielt cannon, mounted on carria-
ges, and fzveral of them charged ; all of
them were cither {piked up, or had a
trunnion beat off.  They alio left feveral
of their largelt mortars; quantitics of
cannonthot, thells, numbersof fhall-ars,
and other inftruments of war, have been
found in many parts of the town, thrown
oif the wharves, concealed in vaulis, or
Liroken in pieces. In the fort on Bunker’s
Hill, feveral hundred good blankets were
found. It is faid about 15 or 20 of the
King’s horfes have been alfo tuken up in
the town ; and itis thought abrut the
fame number of "Torics remain behind, all
the reft Leing gone with the flect.

The prifoners, whowerelong confined in
jail, were cruelly carried off'in irons.

Tuefilay evening the enemy fct fire to
the block-houfe and barracks at the calile,
and yelterday they were employed at the
fame place in blowing up and demolithing
the fortilications.

A part of the continental army are now
employed in fortitying Fort Hill, in Bef-
ton, to fecure the town againft any attacks
whicli may be made by the enemy’s ilips
of war.

The enemy’s flect, confifting of about
100 fail, fiill lie Letween the Caitle and
Nantafket.

W ¢ have fince heard they have all put
to fea, by their courfe fuppoled tobe beund
for Halifax.

Two veflcls arrived at Portfinouth the
beginning of this week, and broughtin lix
tuns of gunpowder.

We have jult learned that between 9o
and 109 pieces of cannon, 2 or 3005 balhdls
of wheat, and a valt quantity of ¢ +al, have
been found in Bofton, alfo upwards o 100
horfes.

NEW YORK, Alrch 28.
BY the Albany pelt we are informed
that letters had jult come to hand in
Albany, informing that gosernour Carle-
ton, one morning, had {Lot 17 of'hisimen,
for refufing to fight; that the few lurces
under his command, as well as the pecple
in general in Quebeck, were much divid-
ed; that owr forces amounted to 5720
men, and many on their march, which,
when joined, would augmentour army to
upwards of 6000, and tii it our troops were
to ftorm the city the 20th ef Mach.
Extralt of a letter from Cambridge,
¢ Col. Mifilin had yefterday an inter-
view v ith major Small,” who informed him
that they cxpected the commiflioners to
treat with the Congrefs, and that the
cuke of Grafton was one of them. He
alfuinformed, that they (in Boflon) heard
that general Clinton and his troops were
tuken,”’--- [ Lics all. ]
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TE IR Commiitec of Batery forahis &S

j_ trict have ordered col. Calwedi, com-
numding-cilicer of the Newborn batiation
of minute-tien to morch mmediately 1o
Lruafiitk, tojoin the ether frees of 1is
proviveein oppoling geueral Clinton, wio
is arrived there wivh confinicrad le leree.
T'hie committee have 2l orderaa e of
the mibidi of the feverld countics io this
aiflrict to mareh under col. Gubndil, i d
we expeetin 1z or 15 days to bive 150000
mien embudicd agaiull governour Martin's
cut-throat armi 3 {or by a depofition oi'a
maiter of a velle] who latels 16l into tie
hands of capt. Collett. that lictte atrocions
villain, he told1im geaer 1CH o0’ army
was 1o fpare neithier age nor fix, cxeept
a few voung lauies, who were to be faved
for their pivate ple fures. Amaic ns,
roufe, rouie your refeniment @ gainfl e
favape brutes, and lct your indignation
fall with tenfold vengeance on the Leads
of thefe murderers, the plous treeps of
George 1. the futher of Lis pecple,

L ¢

WILLIAMSBURG, tril 12,
E‘ AST Saturday capt. James Burren

¢ . arivéd i town with defpatches irum
tne fearetiry of ftate for governour Feen
of Marylund, which he ool irum onboard
a fmall veflel that had been fent by loid
Duamore to carry them to Annapoiis.
They vere inthe cuftody of a certain mer.
Rof: from Fort Pitt, an old ofiender, and
an aftociate of the infamous Coonolly.

The packet contained threc letters "The
firft, dated Nov. 1cth; only ferves 10
announce hislordfiip’s fucceeding the earl
of Dartmouth asfecretary tor the American
depurtment.  The fccond, of Dec. 23,
enclofed the adt of porliament for feinug
Amaican property; and affures him of his
maejclty’s beingdetermined, inconcurrence
with Ins parliament, to purfue the mott
vigarous meafures for reducing his rebellinns
Lithjects in Nortit America; and then clofes
wizh the king’s exhortation to the people
of lis government, ccuched in terms of
the fame import which we have already
feen in fuadry proclimations from bis
coverneurs. The third letter. being more
inzerefting, is luforted at tutl length, and
is wa fuliuws:

Wirtensrr, Dec. 23, 1775,
SIR,

T wasnot tiil the 27th of November that
your dedpateh to lord Bartmouthn, of
tie 27th of Aucull, wus recdived L ve,
when §had the hosser (Flayiag it leiure
the Kingr s and 1 bave it in command hom
his inejetty to expradl o vou bis mejlic’s
approbation of youegea! for the fallok
Jorvice, awd ol the veateralle ati.ofmont
you have ibean 1o his perfon and povern-
ment, ‘ﬁ'um the firft connnencarant of
the prefent unbuppy difjutes, which have
involved bis mdelty’s fultiul forcants in
the colonies in difliceies and dibre 3, that
arc only to be cquulled by the fortitude
wiih which they are born.
Your letter centaius a grest deal of verv
ufeful iafrmation, and vour coit, 1l
communicatim of the claraders of i -
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