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! pages more, to argue for a happy,
r%inﬂ an I:unourable, peace; all the

while doubting ¢ whether peace itfelf
will be a Tuﬂ%cient falve for all our
fores; whether our cafe is not already
pecome [0 defperate or difficult as to
require fome farther rem:dy befides
even that bleffing””. This remedy, we
are once more told, is a real reprefen=
tation of the Commons in Parliament;
but on noane of the various prqpofals
for effeting it does his Lordfhip ha-
gard an opinion; ‘but “ finithes the ef-
fufions of an old man, whofe chief in-
tereft in what he is writing is the plea-
fure to contemplate the public happi-
nefs at prefent, and to forelee it for the
future. If, with a peaceable ftate a-
broad, fhall be united a real reprefen-
tation of our Commons in our govern-
ment at home, we may hope and ex-
peft to become, once more, a happ_iy
and profperous people. May our Mi-
nifters then purfue the belt meafures
for the public good ! and may the Na-
tion ufe their due endeavonrs, in con-
currence, for that purpofe!”

28. The Integrity and Excellence of Scripture :
A Vindication of thz fo-much-controverted
Paffages, Deut, vii. 2—g, and xx. 16—
17, whereby the Fufinefs of the Communds
they enjoin are incontrovertibly proved, and,
eonfequently, the Objetions of Thomas
Paine and Dr. Geddes completely refuted.
By George Benjoin, of Jefus College,
Cambridge, G
MR. B, whofe elucidation of the

book of Jenah has had our warmeft

applaufe (vol. LXVI. p. 1024), here
undertakes ro vindicate the commaind
of God to Ifrael, relpefing the feven
nations of Canaan, to /mite and uiterly
defiroy them ; and to fhew that thele
~words, in the original, do not imply
that cruel and fanguinary excifion
alcribed to them by Thomas Paine,
who rejelts the facred Scriptures, and

Dr, Geddes, who declares them not to

be the will and word of God. From

parallel paffages, Deut. vii. 5, Numb.

Xxgiii. 51, 52, 53, 55, Jolh. iii. 10,

only expuifion of thefe naticns, and

deltrudlion of their idls, is intended ;
and from other paffages it appears, that
many of the people were fpared. Deut,

vil, 2.is therefore tobe tranflated, «And

when the Lord thy God giveth them

unto thee, and thou fbalt bave fmitten
them, difpel, difpel them; thou fhalt
not make any covenant with them, nor
few them any favour:” and Deur
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xx. 16, 17, “ But of the cities of rhefe
nations which the Lord thy God giveth
thee for an inheritance, thou fhalt not
Jupport any thing living. But difpel,
difpel them a2, as the Lord thy God
hath commanded thee.” The feven na-
tions were to be deftroyed as mations,
but not murdered without poffibility of
efcape. The hiflorical patts of Scrip-
ture are connefted wich the whole, All
the learning and philofophy of antient
and modern times have not praduced a
hiftory of the creation of the world like
that in Genefis, of which they are only
imitations. Nor can Nature teach. like
the word of God. Dr. (. objeéls to
the authority of Scripture from the
cruelty and injuflice which fome paf-
fages feems to inculcate ; hut Mr. B.
thews that the hiftorians of the Con-
flantinopolican empire, which he af-
fefts to prefer to them, relate a&s of
greater cruelty by Theodofius the
Great. Mr. B. goes on to fhew the
authority and importance of Scriprure.
He has, to ufe his own words, in his
concluding fummary, proved, from the
Bible tranflation, that the general te-
nor of the paflages in queftion neither
implies the evil commands which have
been erroneovfly imputed to them, nor
enjoin any thing that is inconfiftent
with the goodncfs and merey of God.
That the general fpirit of the command
does not imply an utter defiraflion of
the men, awomen, and children, and
cwery living creature, of feven nations,
he proves from the very event itfelf 5
that though the Ifraclites had it in
their power to flay every living crea-
ture, yet they and their judges, and
their kings, voluntarily fuffered many
of their enemies to live in unmolefted
peace, with their wives, and friends,
and lictle ones, and cattle, and pro=
perty, even after they had peaceful
poifelfion of their dominions, and had
the power to deflroy them. The au-
thor then treats on the diferent parts,
the particular expreffions, which con-
ftitute the whole of the command, and
which, taken fingly, might convey a
lenfe repugnant to God’s mercy; and
explains every one feparately, and
proves them to be perfeétly confiftent
with God’s juflice and mercy, even as
they ftand ctranflated in cheir prefent
form. He has then recourfe ta the
original, in which the facred word of
God, containing the paflages in quef-
tion, was firfk given to mankind. The
original he literally traoflates, and
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proves that the words, Deut. vil. 2,
commonly tranflated “thou fhalt wtterly
defiroy them,” literally mean ¢ thou
halt difpel them;” that the words
tranflated ¢ nor fheav mercy unto them,”
literally mean * nor fheww them any FA-
vouRr;” that the words, Deut. xx.
16, tranflated “1hox jfbalt fave alive
wotbing that breatbeth,” literally mean
s6thou fbalt not SUPPORT any thing
liwing ;” that the expreffion, in Deut.
XX. 17, ““thou fbalt utierly deflray them,”
means *“thou fbalt DISPEL them ALL.”
Thefe different renderings do not pro-
ceed from the tranflator’s choice or
fancy, ‘but from the plain and natural
meaning of the words in the original,
which words he has produced. He
then prefents his readers with a few in-
ftances from which it may be proved
that the Sacred Hiflory is in perfeét
harmony with the preceprive pait of
Scripture. ‘I'he writer then proceeds
to prove that Nature alone would not
bave been fuflicient to make markind
happy even but in this life; nor the
produétions of the learned to make
them wife and really good ; that from
Scripture alone, as being the word of
God, proceeds all knowlege and wif-
dom, and every confolation ; that they
alone: contain precepts, the obfervance
of which will make man happy in this
life, and affure him everlafting happi-
nefs hereafter, Then follows a copious
defcription of the miferable ftate where-
into man muft fall were he to follow
Nature only; a flate whercin neither
Religion, Morality, or, Reafon, make
part of a man’s conduél. The con-
Jeience of the man of mecre Nature is
then enquired into; and a defcription
of his miferable end clofes the feene
of his wretched life. Thomas Paine’s
knowlege of God and Nature is cxa-
mined ; and the ground upon which he
maintains that Nature is preferable to
the Sacred Writings is invefligaied,
Then follows a general rule’ by which
the authenticity or fpurioufnels of -a
book ought to be pioved. The general
caufe of all effe€ts is next traced, and
the fource whence we derive our know-
lege of Nature pointed out. The ex-
cellence of Scripture is thus difplayed,
and its facred contents given iz abfiradl.
Ifrael being chofen Goa’s pegple is ac-
counted for. The neceffity of a Me-
diator is fhewn; and the Divine Wi(-
dom, in gradually revealing Salvation
to mankind,illufirated. The predomi-
nant femyres of the charaller of Chrift
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are concifely defcribed. Then follows

a fhort enumeration of the bleflings, -

happinefs, confolation, joyful hopes
and expeélations, which mankind de-’
rive from Scripture, the facred writen
word of God. -

29. The Impevial Epifile from Kien Long,
Enperer of China, to George 111. King
of Great Britain, &' e, in the Year
1794 ; tranfmitted from the Emperor, and
prefenieed to his Britannic Magefly by bis
Excelloncy the Right Honourable George
Farl Macartoey of the Kingdam of Treland,
K. B. Ambaffador Extraordinary and Pleuis
potentiary to the Emperor of China in the
Years 1792, 1793, and 1794, Tranflated
ints Eoglhth Verfion, from the original Chi-
nefe Poetry; awith Notés by wvarious Per=
Jfous of Eminerice and Diflintiony and by thy
Tranflator.

WITH atrue poetic vein, and the

full (pivit of virtuous liberty, and with
no lefs happy allufive faculty, the
tranflator (who is alfo author of thofe
admirable touches of fatire, * The
Purfuits of Literature,” fee vol. LXVIL
pp- 568, 660, 1004, 1081, 1111; vol,
LXVIIL 27; and, as it fhould feem by
community of advertifement of all the
three, of that Letter to the Marquis of
Buckingham on the emigrant French
Priclts), depits and fatirizes the pre--
vailing charaéterifticks and charaflers
of the times. He is perhaps the firlt
of our fatirifts whofe aim is friétly
virtuous; and his fatire, however poig-
nant, is only the feverity of Cato. We
fhall extratt, as moft highly coloured,
yet with ftriét poetic truth, his glow-
ing pitiure of the times of Europe s

U for other fcenes are near:

Darknefs and Difcontent, Diftreft and Fear,
And brooding Policy, in novel forms,
Call o’er the deep of empire clouds and
ftorms. [nia's field,
And wild thofe fterms would rend Britan-
Should Patriot Bands the rod of Faction
f wield,
While Law, Religion, Property, they feize,
And fenates tremble at their own deciees j
Sweeping withR Erorma1 108 sivon{way,

They’dcruth each land that ferupled to obey;

From Splendour’s robe each proud diftine-
tion wipe,
And place a barren banhle in thy gripe.
Then mitrad Fathers, and the ermin’d Peer,
And Ancefiry, and all to Honour dear,
The fond, well-earn’d rewards of antjent
"~ Worth, :
All, fpirits difembodied, leave the earth,
Thefe are ftate-blots, which, in their diead
intent, C[LramEsT;
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Should be ras’d out I8 THEIR FIRST PAR-
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