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To CHRISTIANS of every Denomination.

—p33 33 O-F FLENVEC GLeer cocnmm

TI—IE generai ftate of our Country muft afford fatisfattion to every benevolent mind.—
v.vidences of its increafing profperity prefent themielves on every fide to our view.—Abroad, our na-
tional character is rifing to dignity and eminence—at home, confidence is eftrablifhed in our Govern-
ment, the {pirit of patriotifm appears to be the atuating principle with the diftinguifhed characters
of our age, and the greateft exertions are making for the Publick Good.

The civil and religious Rights of Men are generally underftood, and are by all enjoyed. ~ The Sci-
ences, which open to the minds of men a view of the works and ways of God—and the Arts, which
tend to the fupport, the convenience, and the ornament of Society, begin to receive proper encourage-
ment from the adminiftration of the General and State Governments; and, by the application and
enterprife of Individuals, are approaching to excellence and perfection.

The means of a good education are daily becoming more general, and the prefent {pirit of induftry
and economy, which pervades all claffes of men, furnithes the brighteft profpects of future profperity
and welfare,

While a gencral folicitude prevails to encourage the Arts, and to promote national henour, dignity
and happinefs, Can any be indifferent to thofe improvements which are neceffary to fecure to all the
free and independent exercife of the Rights of Confcience ?~The civil authority hath fet an example of
moderation and candor to all Chriftians, by fecuring equal privileges to all ; and it muft be their ar-
dent and united wifh, independently of foreign aid, to be {upplied with copies of the facred Scriptures,
the foundation of their Religion—a religion which farnifhes motives to the faithful performance of
every patriotick, civil and focial duty, fuperior to the temptations of ambition, avarice and felf-
ithnefs ;—which opens profpeéts to the himan mind that will be realized when the rejation to civil gov-
crnment fhall be diffolved, and which will raife its real difciples to their higheft glory and happinefs
when the monuments of human genius, art and enterprife, fhall be loft in the general diffolution
of nature.

The Editor, defirous to afliftin the improvement of the moft ufeful of all Arts, has carried through
his Prefs a0 Editions of the IHoly Bible—(this Royal Quarto, and one in Folio, illuftrated with fifty
Copperplate Engravings of Scripture Hiftory).—No coft, carc or labour hath he fpared to render
thefe Editions correct, neat and elegant.  He thinks he may venture to affure you that, in refpect to
Corrgénefs, no copies of the Bible, now extant, have had morc attention paid tothem. The Editor fur-
rifhied himfelf with nearly thirty copies, printed at diferent times and places—from thefe he (eletted
1 moft corret, by which to revife the whole of this work.—The Marginal Notes and References
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to the Quarto Edition, were all previoufly examined and compared with the Text by the Minifter of
Holden.—Every fhect of the Text, before its commitment to the Prefs, was carctully examincd by the
Clergymen of Worcefter, and by other capable perfons—and compared by not lefs than eight differ-
ent Copies—{ix of them the moft correét Britith Modern Editions from the Prefles of the Univerfi-
ties of Oxford and Cambridge—and two of them Ancient Britith Copies of the prefent tranflation—
one printed in London, 1626, by Benham Norton and John Bill, only fixteen years after the firft publi-
cation of this tranflation—the other at the Univerfity Prefs at Cambridge in 1637.—The Editor had
alfo among his collection of Bibles, the celebrated Bifhop Cranmer’s, by fuppofition the firft complete
tranflation of the Bible into Englifh, printed at London in the Reign of Henry VIII, 1540-—a
Britifh tranflation fuppofed to have been made in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and at a fubfequent
period revifed by the moft learned of the Bifhops—and alfo the one in general ufe immediately preced-
ing the tranflation of King James.—In inftances in which the copies of the tranflation now in ufe dif-
fered, thefe moft ancient Englifth Editions helped to determine which was the moft corrett; and no
other ufe was made of them.—All the above mentioned copies have occafionally been referred to—
and in cafe of difference, the preference has been given to the moft ancient Britifh COPICS of the prefent

tranflation, when there was good evidence that thefe were correct.

Though many difficulties impeded this work in the prefs, yet both Editions were executed in a little
more than twelve months, folely at the expenfe of the Editor.—How far he has fucceeded in his en-
deavour, you will judge by a comparifon of his copies with thofe printed in Europe of the quality
which his are done to imitate.—If, on infpetion, the execution of the work fhould be fatisfattory, he
flatters himfelf that he may rely on all the Friends of Revelation, and on all the Patrons of the Arts, to
fucceed his endeavours, and reward his exertions, by giving his Editions a preference to thofe im-

ported from abroad.

With efteem and refpect,
your obedient, and very humble Servant,

ISATAH THOMAS.

WORCESTER, Maflachufetts, December, 1791.
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[ VARIOUS Englifh Tranflations of the Bible werc extant at the clofe of the fixteenth century : In fome of them the Old Tefta-
mcnt was made from the Septuagint, (that is, from a Greek tranflation of the Hebrew exccuted by erder of Ptolemy Philadelphus,
284 years before the Chriflian £ra}in others, immediately from the Hebrew Text, except a few paflages which were rendered from
the Scptuagint——and in others, both thc Old and New Tcftament were made from the Latin of the Vulgate, Thefc tranflations in
feveral inftances d:ffered from each other, which induced King James I, to feleét fifty four men, eminent for their picty and learning,
and particularly (killed in the original languages of the Scriptures, to tnake an entire new tranflation of the Brble—the Old Tef-
tzment from theoriginal Hebrew Text, and the New from the original Greek. Forty feven of thel: eminent men commenced
the important bufinefs in the beginning of the ycar 1607.-—They arranged themfclves into fcparate clafles, and to expedite the
work, cach clafs took a feparate portion of the Bible. After three Years clofe application, the feveral clafles had completed the
parts affigned them.—~The whole number then affembled in a body, and critically compared the copies of cach clafs with the
original, and with other tranflations—and no fentence was finally accepted till, in the general opinion, it exprelled the fenfe of
the infpircd original: Nearly another year, it is faid, was fpent in this bufinefs: And in the Year 1611, this tranflation was by
Authority firft publithed, As it was exccuted by the order, and at the expenfe of the Crown, the Copyright became the
property of the King, whofe it has ever fince continued.

This is univerfally acknowledged to be the moft correét Englifh tranflation of the Bible that has yet been publifhed to the
World—and it is generally ufed in Churches and private Families throughout Greatbritain and America,

With their copy the Tranflators prefented to King James the following ADDRESS, which has ever fincc becn prefixed
to all Britifh Editions of the Holy Scriptures, viz.]

To the Mof} High and Mighty Prince JAMES, by the Grace of God, King of GREAT-
BRITAIN, FRANCE, and IreLanp, Defender of the Faith, & c.
The TRANSLATORS of the BIBLE wifh Grace, Mercy, and Peace, through
Jesus CurisT our Lorp,

REAT and manifold were the bleffings, moft dread Sovereign, which Almighty God, the Father of all

mercies, beflowed upon us the people of England, when firft be fent your Majcfly’s Royal Perfon to rule
and reign over us.  For whereus it was the expellation of many, who wifbed not well unto our Sion, that
upon the fetting of that bright Occidental Star, Queen Elizabeth, of maft happy memory, fome thick and
palpable clouds of darknefs would fo bave overfhadowed this Land, that men fhould bave been in doubt <vbich
way they were to walk ; and that it fhould hardly be known who wars to direft the unfettled State: the
appearance of your Majefly, as of the Sun in bis firength, inflantly difpelled thofe fuppofed and [urmifed
mifts, and gave unto all that were well affelted, exceeding caufe of comfort ; efpecially when we bebeld the
Government effablifbed in your Highnels, and your hopeful Seed, by an undoubted title, and this alfo
accompanied with peace and tranquillity at home and abroad,

But amongf? all our joys, there was no one that more filled our bearts, than the M}ﬁd continuance of the
Preaching of God’s facred Word amorg us ; which is that inefiimable Treafure, which excelleth all the rich-
es of the earth ; becaufe the fru.t thereof extendeth itfelf, not only to the time [pent in this tranfitory
aworld, but dire€leth and difpofeth men unto that eternal bappinefs which is above in beaven.

Then not to fuffer this to fall to the ground, but rather to take 1t up, andto continue it in that flute, where-
in the famous predeceffor of your Highnefs did leave it : nay, to go forward with the confidence and refolu-
tion of a man'in maintaining the Truth of Chriff, and propagating it far and near, is that which hath fo
bound and firmly knit the bearts of all your Majefly’s loyal and religious people unto you, that your very
name is precious among them ; their eye doth bebold you with comfort, and they blefs you in their bearts,
as that fanftified per/%n, who, under God, is the immediate author of their true bappinefs. And this
their contentment doth not diminifh or decay, but every day increafeth and taketh ffrength when they obferve
that the zeal of your Majefly toward the houfe of God doth not flack or go backward, but is more und more
kindled, manifeffing itfelf abroad in the fartheft parts of Chriftendom, by writing in defence of the Truth,
which hath given fuck a blow unto that man of fin, as will not be bealed, and rvery duy at bome, by reliy-
sous and learned difcourfe, by frequenting the Houfe of God, by hearing the Word preached, by cherifbing
the teachers thereof, by caring for the Church, as amoff tender and loving nurfing father,

There are infinite arguments of this right chriftian and religious affeétion in your Majefly ; but none is
more forcible to declare it to others, than the vebement and perpetuated defire of accomplifbing and publifk-
ing of this Work, which now with all bumility we prefent unto your Majefly.  For when your Highnefs had
once, out of deep judgment, apprebended how convenient it was, that out of the original Sacred Tongucs,
together with comparing of the labours, both in our own and other forcign languages, of many worthy men
who went before us, there [bould be one more exalt Tranflation of the Holy Scriptures into the Englifh
Tongue ; your Majefly did never defiff to urge and to excite thofe to whom it was commended, that the werk
miyht be baflened, and that the bufine[s might be expedited in fo decent a manner, aia matier ef fuck ini-
portance might ,uflly require. SAeid
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And now, at laft, bv the mercy of God, and the concinuance af our labours, it beinz hrought unts fuckh a
conclufton, as that we have great bapes thar the Chireh of Xngland [ball reap good frust therely ; we
hoid it our duty to offer it 10 your Majefly, not only as to our King and Sovereign, bt as to the principal
waver and author of the work : bhumbly craving of your maft _/dCf‘c’u’ Mjicfly, 1hat fiice things of this qual-
ity have ever been fubjeét to the cenfures of 1i] meuning and difcontented perfons, it may recerve approbation
and patronage from fo learned and judicious a Prince as your Highnefi ir, whafe allow.ance and acceptance
of our labours fhall more bonour and encourage us, than all the calumniations and bard interpretations of
other men fhall difmay us. So that ify va the ene fide, we fhall be traduced by popifh perfons at home or
abroad, swho therefore will malign us, becaufe we are poor ug/t’nmw/_?t.r_ 10 make Gad’{ boly truth to be yet
siore and more knoswen unto the people, wwhom they dofire fiill to keep in ignorance and davknefs : or iﬂ on the
wher fide, swe fhall be mz/z;g'r/(’} by [elf conceited brethren, who run their own ways, and give liking unto
nothing, but what 15 framed by themfelves, and bammicred on thery anvil; we may_refl fecure, fupported
ccrthin by the truth and innocency of a good confiience, having walked the ways of ﬁm{)/;'c'i:‘_ y and iniegrity,
as before the Lord ; and fuflained without, by the powerful proteition of your Muajeily’s grace and Javour,
wehich will ever give countenance to bonefl ard chriffiain endeavorrs againf! bitter cenfures, and uncharita-
ble imputations, ) '

The Lord of beaven and carth biefr yorr Magefly with many and bappy days, that as bis heavenly band
bath enriched your Highnefs <cith many fingular and extrasrdinary grices ; fo you may be the wonder of
the world in this litter age, for bappiiels and true felicity, to the honour of that Great GOD, and the
good of bis Chuirch, through “fefus Chriff our Lord and only Saviour.

The NAMES and ORDER of all the BOOKS of the OLD and NEW TESTAMEN'I:,
and APOCRYPHA, with the Numbers of their Chapters, and Pages where they may be found.
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The BOOKS of the OLD TESTAMENT.

Na. ol Chaypars., Page. No. of Chapters. Page ! No. of Chapters. Page
ENESIS 50 9 || II. Chronicles 36 417 | Daniel 12 767
G ‘xodus 40 59 || Ezra 10 452 Hofea 14 783
1.eviticus 27 102 | Nehemiah 13 462 || Joel 3 790
WWumbers 36 133 || ERther 10 477 Amos 9 793
Dcutcronomy 34 176 || Job 42 484 Obadiah 1 798
Jolhua 24 212 [ Plalms 150 510 Jonah 4 799
Judges 21 237 || Proverbs 31 576 Micah 7 8o1
Ruth 4 262 || Ecclefiaftes 12 598 Nahum 3 806
I. Samuel 31 265 || Song of Solomon 8 6o5 || Habakkuk 3 808
I1. Samuel 24 298 || Ifaiah 66 609 Zephaniah 3 810
I. Kings 22 326 | Jeremiah 52 658 | Haggai 2 812
11, Kings 25 358 || Lamentations 5 713 || Zechariah 14 813
1. Chronicles 29 389 Il Ezckiel 48 717 || Malachi 4 822
A
The BOOKS «called APOCRYPHA.

Non. of Chapters. Page, No. of Chapters, Page. No. of Chapters. Page.
I TASDRAS o 823 Ecclefiafticus 51 go9 \ Story of Sufanna 957

1. g, s 16 810 I| Baruch, with 7 ' Bel, and the
Tobi 14 857 the Epiftleof & 6 949 Dragon 959
Judith 16 876 Jeremiah f ) i Prayer of Manafles 961
Reft of Lfther 6 890 il The Song of the i 1. Maccabees 16 ibid
Yildom iy 894 | Three Children 955 1L Maccabees 15 903

The BOOKS of the NEW TESTAMENT.

Wl Chapters, Fage. Ho ol Chapters. Page. No, of Cl'zptcrsv. Pzze.

ATVHEW 28 to19 || Ephefians 6 1209 || To the Hebrews™ 13 1235
M Muark 16 1051 || Philippiaus 4 ret4 || Epiftlecof Jumes 5 1245
Iuke 24 1072 |i Coloflians 4 1218 || I. Peter 5 1248
inohn o210 1107 | L Theflalonians 5 1221 II. Peter 3 1252
Tl A 23 1:35 f Il Thefllonisus g 122y || I. John 5 1255
16 1167 | L. Timothy b 1226 {| II. John 1 1258

10 vidr |l II Thoothy 4 1220 || III. John 1 1250

19 i195 I Titus 5 1232 {| Jude 1 ibidl,

G 1zoy I Piilenion 3 1231 Y Revelations 22 126¢
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