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PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH I$ GOOD.
Paul.

& [ obferve that old men feldom have any advantage of new difco-
veries ; becaufe they are befide a way of thinking they have been long
ufed to. Refolved, if ever I live to years, that I will be impartial to
hear the reafons of all pretended difcoveries, and receive them, if ra-
tional, how long foever I have been ufed to another way of think-
ing.” EpwARDS.
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Review of Watfon’s Apology for the Bible. 75

ROESY. T E'W,

[ From the UniTED STATES CHrisTran Macazine.]

An Apology for the Biblz, in a ferics of letters, addvefled t» Tuomas Paiwe,
author of a book entitled, The Age of Reafon, Pavt the Second, being an in-
weftigation of Tvue and of Fabulous Theology. By R. W atson, D.D,
F.R.S. Lord Bijlop of Landaff, and Regius Profeffor of Divinity of the
Univerfity of Combridge. New-York, printed by John Bull, No.
115, Cherry-ftreet, 1796, Price 81 cents in blue, one dollar
bound and lettered.

HIS work, feveral large editions of which, it is faid, have been

printed in England, and the firt American edition of which has
appeared in New-York, muft afford the friends of divine revelation a
peculiar pleafure. The publifher has been rather injudicious, in his
preface, and his edition 1s fold at too high a rate; but the editions
which have been made fince, and are intended to be made in this and
other places, will, ng doubt, reduce the price, and give the antidote
as free and extenfive a circulation as the poifon.

Though the abjections of Mr. Painc have been more forcibly urg-
ed by infidels before him, and his book is not improperly called, in a
London review, a new hafl of old objeltions, which have been repeatedly
and fazisfaflorily anfwered ; yet the novelty of his maonner, and the
popularity which, from certain circumftances, his writings poflefs,
required fome exertion to counteraét theirinfluence. Happily, what
was to be wifhed has been performed by Bifhop Watfon, the author
of “ An Apology for Chriftianity,” in letters addreffed to Mr. Gib-
bon. By anfwering the fecond and main part of the Age of Reafon,
he has rendered the fictt entirely futile.

The Bihop has chofen to form his anfwer to Mr. Paine alfo in
the way ot letters; a way which admits of greater fimplicity of lan-
guage, and fatigues the acention lefs, than the way of formal differta-
tion. He has, as he informs us, defignedly written in a popular man-
ner, avoided learned difquifitions, and omitted little objections; but
the reader may expeét o find every plaufible objcéion {ufficiently an-
fwered, the many falfe affertions of Mr. Paine detected, his ignorance
expofed, and his liberal abufe met with a becoming {pirit. We can~
not but regret that the Bifhop has been too free in bis conceflions, and
wifh that he had enlarged on fomepoints,and on others had been more
explicit, or lefs liable to mifconfiru@ion. Serious readers will be dif-
appointed when they look for an unequivocal tefltimony in favour of
thofe doctrines of grace which are the great means ufed by the Holy
Spirit in deftroying infidelity, in changing the hearts, and reforming
the lives of men. Every iutelligent and impartial judge, however,
muft allow, that whatever may be his opinion on thofe things, the
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anfwer is fuch as necefTarily and effeGtually to overthrow Deifm, aid
to eftablifh Chriftianity on a fure and ftable foundation.

Mr. Paine is treated with great politenefs and moderation; abun-
dantly more than thofe who know him beft think he can juftly claim.
Whenever anv degree of fevetity is indulged, the occafion evidently
juthifies it.  ‘Thas, © the abominable mifreprefentation of Mr. Paine,
“'that thirty-two thoufand women-children were conligned to de-
¢ bauchery by the order of Moles,” the Bifhop replies, * Prove this,
¢ and 1 will allow that Mofes was the horrid monfter you make himi
¢ —prove this, and I will allow rhat the Bible is what you call it—
¢ a book of lies, wickednefs, and blafphemv’—prove this, or excufe
¢« my warmth if 1 fay to you,as Paul {aid to Elymas; the forcerer, who
¢ fousht to turn away Sergius Paulus from the faith, ¢ O full of
¢ 41} fubtility and of all mifchief, thou child of the devil, thou ene-
“ my of all rignteoufnefs, wilt thou not ceafe to pervert the right
¢ ways of the Lord?’—1I did not, when I began thefe letters, think
¢ that I fhould have been moved to this feverity of rebuke, by any
¢ thing you could have written ; but when fo grofs a miireprelenta-
“ tion is made of God’s proceedings, coalhefs would bea crime. The
¢ women-children were not referved for the purpofes of debauchery,
¢ but of flavery ;—a cuftom dbhorrent from our manners, but every
“ where praftifed in former times; and ftill pra&ifed in countries
& where the benignity of the Chriftian religiodhas not foftened the
% ferocity of human nature.”—To what Mr. Paine fays on the pro-
phecy of Jonah, the Bifhop thakes the only reply which it deferves,
1 fhall puat it,” fays he, * covered with kelebore for the fervice of its
¢ author, on the fame fhelf with your hypothefis concerning the con-
¢ {piracy of Daniel and Ezekiel, and fhall not fay another word about
13 it.”

Happy will it be if infidels give this work an attentive and candid
perufal: The ferious inquirer cannot fail of conviétion; and even
Thomas Paine, if he has a {park of {enfibility and ingenuoufnefs, will
acknowledge the juftice of the wounds which a generous opponent
was obliged to infli€t; and while he fmarts, will openly renounce his
madnefs and folly.

Did the ftudied brevity of this review admit of further quotations,
pages might be quoted, particularly in the laft letter; in which isa con-
tinued firain of fine writing. The Bifhop has pled the beft of caufes,
with trie genius, tafte, and elogquence; he has pled it with that
temper which Chriftianity alone can infpire, and compared with which
all natural endowments are vain: and had he left no room for fufpi-
cion as to his fentiments on fome fubjedts, by concealment and am-
biguity, which may prove dangerous, he had obtained our hearty and
entire approbation. :
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