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SPEECHES

OF THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE

HARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAN.

NoveMBER 27, 1795,
TREASON AND SEDITION BILLS.

Mzn. Sueripan presented a petition from his own constitu-
ents, the inhabitants of Stafford, against the bills. He had a
general recollection of their names, and, from the signatures, he
was sure that the petition contained the general sense of the
1nhabitants.

Mr. Sheridan next presented a petition against the bill {from
the gentlemen and burgesses of Newcastle-under-Liyne, where
the mayor was not averse to the petition, nor was there one per-
son in the town dissenting from it. As the petition, therefore,
passed unanimously, and both the representatives of the town
were adverse to it, Myr. Sheridan said, the inhabitants had done
him the honour to commit it to his care.

Myr. Sheridan next presented a petition against the bills, from
a number of mechanics who had not an opportunity of signing
the petition from the associated tradesmen. To those 15,000
names, therefore, might be added the 832 affixed to this petition.
It came from the journeymen gun-makers, which of course, he
said, the gentlemen on the opposite side would deem very alarm-
ing !

Sir John Frederick presented a petition from the clergy, freeholders, and in-
habitants of the county of Surrey, signed by 200 persons.

Myr. Sheridan observed, that this petition was a strong censure
upon the bills; for though the petitioners stated, that they un-
derstood some acts were at present under the consideration of

VOT,. 111, B
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ings within the last few weeks, he was led to believe that his
opponents were much more sanguine even than, he suspected,
and that they were resolved to persevere. Upon the whole,
however, the right hon. gentleman could not persuade himself to
suppose that that house would call on any gentleman to enter
upon such an important investigation stripped of the aid of his
counsel ; and he could not help observing, that the attempt to
take advantage of him in this instance, was not a very liberal
return for the manner in which he gave way to the noble lord’s
motion upon a former occasion. But his manner of acting to-
wards the noble lord and his friends in this transaction was that
which, perhaps, few men would he ready to imitate.

Ayes 162 5 noes 12,

Marcu 17.
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.
Lord Percy moved for leave to bring in a bill for the gradual abolition of

slavery in the West Indies.

M=z. Sreripaw having anxiously expected that the bill passed
the preceding night was the preamble of the ultimate measure of
emancipation, thought he should be guilty of the grossest in-
consistency in giving a silent vote on the present question. With
these sentiments he need scarcely say, that the noble earl had
his thanks for having directed the attention of the house to this
important subject, even at that early period. The noble earl’s
statement had been misrepresented. He had never proposed to
enfranchise the living negroes; his measure, as he understood
him, was to cdmmence with infauts born after a period, which
would remain a matter of future parliamentary discussion. The
planters were entitled to fair dealing on this subject. If the
house meant to say, that by abolishing the slave trade they had
done all that duty demanded, and that they would leave the
emancipation of the slaves to the hazard of fortuitous circum-
stances, let them be explicit, and say so; but if there lurked in
any man’s mind a secret desire to proceed in that business, a se-
cret conviction that more ought to be done than had been done,
it was unmanly, it was dishonourable, not to speak out. For
one, he would boldly declare that he had farther views; he hoped
that the young nobleman who had done his feclings so much
credit, by the proposition which he had that evening made, would
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stand to his ground. If he persevered in the pursuit of his
object with the same zeal as his right hon. friend opposite had
done, he had no doubt that he would meet with the same suc.
cess. An hon. baronet had talked of a cloven foot ; he pleaded
guilty to the cloven foot, but, of the man who expressed pleasure
at the hope of seeing so large a portion of the human race freed
from the shackles of tyranny, it should rather be said, that he
displayed the pennon of an angel than the cloven foot of a demon.
It was true noi mmediate connection existed between the abolition
of the slave trade, and the abolition of slavery, but the same feel-
ings must be roused by the consideration of both questions; and
he who detested the one practice must also detest the other. He
did not like to hear the term ¢ property™ applied to the subjects
of a free country. Could man become the property of man? A
colony emanating from the free constitution of Kngland must
carry with it the principles of that constitution, and could no
more shake off its well known allegiance to the constitution
than its allegiance to the sovereign. He trusted that the
planters might be induced to lead the way on the subject of
emancipation; but he cautioned the house against being sanguine
on this subject. Were the planters themselves always resident
~on the islands, he should have greater hopes; but it was not pro-
bable that because cargoes of human misery were no longer to
be landed on their shores, that because their eyes were to be
no longer glutted with the sight of human suffering, or their
ears pierced with the cries of human distraction, in any further
importation of negroes, that the slave-drivers would soon forget
their fixed habits of brutality, and learn to treat the unhappy
wretches in their charge with clemency and compassion. Slavery
would not wear itself out; it would become more rigid unless
the legislature became more vigilant, and reminded the planters
of the new duty that had fallen upon them, of rearing the young
slaves in such a manner, that they might be worthy of freedom.
Adverting to the quotation from Gibbon, he contended, that the
slavery of the West Indies was unlike any other slavery ; it was
peculiarly unlike the slavery of ancient days, when the slaves
frequently attained to the highest dignities ; Afsop, Terence, and
Seneca, were slaves. 'Was there a possibility that any of the un-
fortunate negroes in the West Indies should emulate such men?
It might be dangerous to give freedom to the slaves in a mass,
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but that it was not dangerous to give it to them in detail, was
sufficiently proved by a little pamphlet that had been put into
his hands the preceding night, in which it was stated, that a M.
David Barclay, to his eternal honour be it $poken, who had him-
self been a slave-owner in Jamaica, and who, regretting that he
had been so, on a bequest of slaves being made to him, emanci-
pated them, caused them to be conveyed to Pennsylvania, where
they were properly instructed, and where their subsequent ex-
emplary conduct was the general theme of admiration. With
this fact before him, should he be told that he must give up all
hope of abolishing slavery ! No, he would never give it up. He
would exclaim with the poet, in the words of the motto of the
pamphlet which he had mentioned,

““ I would not have aslave to till my ground,
T'o fan me when I sleep, and tremble when
I wake, for all that human sinews, bought
And sold, have ever earn’d.

Sir C. Pole moved thut the house be counted, and only 35 members being pre-
~send, tf was udjourned.

Marcu 18.
WESTMINSTER ELECTION,

Lord H. Petly moved that the Westminster Petition be now faken info con-
sideration.

Mir. SHERIDAN rose and said, that he was aware that, stand-
ing in the situation he did, he was entitled to comment, to re-
mark on, and to sum up all the evidence that had been adduced.
in support of the allegations contained in the petition now before
the house ; he should, however, waive that right ; the evidence
was in the hands of every member of that house, and he was not
anxious, if he could do-so, to add to the impression testimony of
such a nature must have alrcady produced; he would content
himself with one remark, which was, that that evidence, weak
and futile as it was, did not say more to its own confusion than
would have been proved by witnesses unimpeachable, which he
(Mr. Sheridan), had the house thought it necessary, was ready
to bring forward. As an instance, he should mention merely
Mr. Weatherhead himself. When an inquiry was made as to
his services in the navy, he confessed himself not quite satisfied
with the return of the navy office. A noble lord (Folkestone)

VOL. 1II. L 1,



