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Anr. 1.—Tue Docrtring or A Panticutanrn Provioence,

To a thoughtful, and especially to a thoughtful amd serious
mind, the world in v.luch we live 15 one of tll‘.‘l‘p and solemnn jn-
terest,  Lake a brght and beavuful abode, mto which, {or the
first me, we Imrc just entered, every thing in it is Otted to re-
iind us of some nvisthle avent, who has produced the effects
that we witness, and to uupress us with the presence of some
mighty but unseen power, which is every where acting around us.
Above are the hosts of heaven, walking in majesty and splendor,
or fixed as radiunt poitits of the glory of Hiv who nade them,
kindling up the day, adoming the night, ned ever rolling  onward
summer and winter, sced-time and Imrvest Around us are the
varied aspects of animal and physical being; the wimneral Ring-
dom, with its forms of beauty and its fitness for use; the brute
creation, 1o air, 2ud carth, and  seas, sporting in conscious enjoy-
ment, or prnwhn'f for their various wants; the frunts of the carth,
suppl}mfr uz with our daily foad, and the flowers of the ﬁuld
robed in thewr varments of brightness and beanty, to |1cr|-clu'm.
their kinds and minister to our tlcl:"l:l In all these departments
of nature,—in ourselves, in every thing, chanees are cver Comg
forward, which no created power could produce. and in which no
visible hand 13 seen; and on every side, events are constantly
transpiring, which set at nought our calculations, defeat our plans,
and defy our control.  And what is the power which 1s thus at
work around us? whose the bhand that rolls onward these
changes, and guides them all 1o the best final results?  The
atheist, (if there be such an unthinking monster.) way talk of
chance, and the fatalist, of the necessities of things; but they
both prate in unmeaning language.  Infide] science may tell us of
physical causes; but the last pmtublc causes which the analysis
of science can reut:h, are themselves effects of some antecedent

Vou. V11l l



2 The Doctrine of a Partscular Providence. [Mancu,

cause,—a cause which cannat be physical.  Philosopby may con-
jecture, and tiadition allude to, an over-ruling providence ; but the
experience of heathen antiquity shows us, that they could never
inspire the assurance of its certainty. “Pradition and plalosophy
do indeed afford a very strong presumptive argmment ol s truth.
But it is only from revelation, that we know, with the clearness of
demonstration and the confidence of faith, that Gop is present m
all bis works, administering with perfect wisdom and goodness “all
the affairs of s wide dominion ; extending his watchful care 10
every being and every evet, from the rolling of worlds throngh
space, to the falline of the sparrow on carth,—from the glorious
scheme of redeeminy vrace, to the numbering of the very hairs of
our heads. |

This is the doetrine of Gon's PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE | some
evidences and sllustrations ol which, it is our design to present.
And,

. That God exercises a parTicrnanr prOVIDENCE in all theo
affairs of the world, is evidemt from his cexgnan presidence.
That God exercises a gencral providence over all his works, is not
denied even by ifidels and deists, or by the writer (see Fudin-
burgh Review, vol. xi. pp. 856, 357,) who has been bold enough to
declare the doctrine of a particulor providence * untrue,’ * ridi-
culous,” ¢ degrading,” and even dangercus. And if it were de-
nied by them, their denial would be useless.  For, laying aside
the declsrations of scripture, and meeting them on thieir own
grounds, the truth of the doctrine may be proved by the samo
wrguments that prove the divine existence. It is necessaori-
ly implied in the very idea of an infinitely perfect being ; for no-
thing 1s plainer than that such a being cannot, will not be, indifferent
tfo what is gomy on in a world of his own creation.  And asz his
wistom and power enable hitn 1o conduct all things to the best
ends, so his goodness is an unchanging pledge that lie i/l da it.
The most heedless and wicked man will usvally take some care
of his property; and is it possible, or even suppusable, that u
being, whose wisdom and goodness are infinite, will take no care
of his? Never! A God without some kind of providence, is a
contradiction in terms ; for nothing is more evident than that the
very character of God requires that he care for his works. But
precisely the same reasons that influence the Deity to exercise
any providence whatever, are also reasons for extending that provi-
dence to nll beings and all evenis ;) for, so far as it overloeks any
being or event. so far it is sncomiplete, and of course incounsistent
with the idea of an infinitely perfect being.  Indeed, the very idea
of a general providence, which is uot at the suwme time particular,
is absurd, or rather, impossible.  That an individual in’ gencral is

an extensive rcader, while in particular he never opens a hook ;
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that  general he 1s a lawyer or a physician of extensive prac-
tice, while he never attends to a single particular cause, or pre-
scribes for any particular patient ; thut in general he is inmense-
ly rnich, while in particular he is not the owner of a single furthing ;
any or all of these things we may as well assert, as to admt the
general providence of God, while we deny its extension to crery
being and event of the umverse. A general providence, in fact,
is constituted only by a series of particular acts on the part of
the providential power.  As, when we say of the law of gravita-
tien, that it is umversal and gencral, we intend to assert, that it ex-
tends 10 every particle ol muuer, so that every body 1ends inva-
riably o 1ts own proper center of gravity ; so when we speak of a
general providence, we mean, (if we have any meaning,) that it
extends to every being and every event; that is, that it is a par-
ticular providence.

1. T'hat God exercises 8 PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE oter all
his works, is also evident from the plain declarations of his word.
‘There 13 this remarkable difference between the sacred nstory and
all others, that while they seldom go for their causes higher than
the passions of men and the powers of nature, this always carries
our thoughts up to the first great cavse, and points us to God, as
the authar and vovernor of all things. The entire bistory of the
hible is one continued display of the superintending providence of
God. ‘The sword, the pestilence, and the famine, are spoken of
as sent by him. ‘The winds and the lightmings go forth at lus
bidding, and the stars are guided by his hand. The Psalmist
abounds with references 10 God's particular providence. ¢ The
eyes of all wait on thee, and thou givest them their meat in due
season. Thou satisfiest the wants of every living thing. The
Lord prepareth ran for the earth; ha causeth the grass to grow
for the cattle, and herbs for the use of man.  He sendeth the
springs into the valleys; he watereth the hills from his chambers.
l&e appointeth the moon for seasons, and the sun knoweth his
going down.” In Proverbs it is s. - ¢“The lot is cast into the
lap, but the whole disposing ther. { is of the Lord ;" and that
though ““a man’s heart deviseth his -, the Lord dirccteth his
steps.” Paul tells us, that ¢ he hatn made of one bleod all the na-
tions of the carth, and hath appointed beforekand the bounds of
their habitations ;" and that *in him we live, and move. and have
our being.” In the evangelists we are expheitly tanght, 1hat he
clothes the lilies of the field with their garments of beauty, and
feeds the ravens when they cry ; that not a sparrow falls to the
ground without his notice; that even the hairs of our heads are all
numbered by him ; and that by him our lives are continued, and all
our wants are constantly supplied. These are but a few of the
many passages and assertions by which we are clearly taught, that
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the doctiine of a particular providence, (a providence extending
alike (o the actions of voluntary beings, and to contingent events,)
s the doctrine of God's word, on every page of which, it 15, more
or less, plainly revealed.  But further,

HI. Tbe view thus given of providence by the declarations of
scripture, 15 strikingly confirmed and illustrated by msrony,—by
the history of sevealed relivion, by the civil lustory of nations,
and by the history of ncidents and events in commaon life.

The history of revealed religion is, in lact, the history of a
particular providence.  Iu the establishment of a chureh on earth,
and 1 the means used by God in every ase to sustam, and goard,
and purify it; in Noal's salvation ; in the destruction of the world
by the deluge, and of Sodom and Gomoriah by fire from heaven ;
in the placues of Faypt, the division of the Red Sea, the jour-
neys of the clildven of Israel, and their supply of food by showers
from heaven; o tiie moon standing still on Gibeon, and the sun go-
ing backward ten degrees  in the ravens feeding Elijah ; in the Qery
furnace, scorching not Gaod’s faithlul servants 5 and in the lions,
whoce mouths were glosed for the safety of his prophet Daniel ;
in all these, and thousands of similar things, we may see the hand
of Gad, acting for his own glory and his people's good.  If we
trace more minutely  the history of Joseph or David, how easily
may we pereeive the movements and influence of the same divine
providence b Men usaally assizn no other reason for Josepl’s be-
iy sold into ISavpt, than the envy and hatred of ns brethren; or
for Davia's simeess against Golialy, than his skill in using the shing
but if we ook beyond the surface, we shall find that these events
were not only  Jureseen, but that they were projected, as it were,
mto their respective places, and that for the most important ends,
Joseph was sent into Eaypt, that he might save the lives of bhis
father’s fumly, and perpetaate the exisience of the Jewish nation,
As to David, it was God’s intention to piace him on the throne of
Israel ; and now notice the means by which that end is accomplish-
ed.  The country is invaded by a foreign enemy, and while the
hostile armies are encamped awainst each ather, the champion of
the invaders comes forth and defies any one of the Hebrew host to
meet Jnm o single combat,  When no one else dares to risk the
unequal contest, the youthful David, who bas been sent to the
camp with provisions, resolves to accept the challenge.  In defense
of his flock, hie had killed some wild beasts in the wilderness ; and
he thinks 1t may be as casy 1o kill a man as a wild beast. At all
events, he knows, that a stone well-directed from his sling, will be
as fatal to a gant as 1o a dwarl; and, in God’s name, he resolves
to meet the enewy of his Maker and bis country,  He does it
and with complete success. - T'he boaster is slain, and Israel is
free. Here no one's free agency is interrupted, and no miracle is
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performed ; and yet, by this train of circumstances, thus made to
imeet together, a foundation is taid for the future meatness of David
and of his country, and for the fulbllment of all God's dusigns i
reference to both,  "The same train of remark might be extended
to the times ol Chirist and his apostles, and 10 the lustory ol the
prozress of religion down te the present day.  But we pass on,
to glance briefly at

Civil history, and some of the events and incidents of common
{ife. In these we may trace the dependence of the most impor-
tant concerns upon what scem to us the merest trifles, and may
see the maost marked displays of providential influence. "The
mere sight of a fig, shown in the senale-house at Rome, occasion-
cd the desiruction of Carthage. 'Fhe accidental loss of a letter,
led to the discovery of the famous gun-powder plot, and saved
the lives perhaps of hundreds, That one act of Napoleon's life,
(his second arringe,) by which, more than all others, he
thought he should surely increase and confirm his power, pro-
h.lbl) did wore than all others 10 nsure s overtbrow and ruin.
Voltaire boasted that he would extermmate christianity, and
‘“erush the wreteh,” (as he impiously termed its author;) but
now, a protestant chureh stands near or on his g grave, and the re-
]I"’Iﬂn of Christ is preached over lis ashes ; while the very same
printing-press from which he once sent forth bis infidel tracts and
books, is now used in printing the bible, and 1 publishing the offers
of thiat gospel which he labored to destroy.  When the apostate
Julmn, in defiance of divine prophecy, and that he night prove
it false, undertook to rebuild Jerusalem, his bhuilding materials were
tlx«;pt'rqml by a storm, attended by an carthquake; and when he
repeated the unpious attempt, streams of fire, (according cven to
Gibbon, who records and adiits the account,) rushed forth from the
carth upon his workmen, scorching some and destroying others,
An insult offered to a hot-headed monk, winle on a pilgrimage o
Jerusalem, roused him to preach up the crusades, which changed
the whole aspect of kurope, we had almost said of the world.
The simple circumstance of cutting a few letters on the bark of

a tree, and then impressing them on paper, suggested the art of
printing,  The discovery of a boy, who was amusing himsell witl
two S|‘H.!C[n{‘lf -glasses, led to the invention of the telescope, that
magnifier of God's glnn as seen in the planctary heavens,  And
o the simple falling of an apple, are we indebied for the discove-
ry of the law of gravitation, by which thousands and millions of
rolling worlds are puided m their ceaseless course through space.
The son of a humble tradesman s Loadon, at his birth was laid
aside as dead 3 but by the efforts of a faithful vurse, his hife was
happily preserved, and he afierward became known to the world
as Philip Doddridge,~—a man whose usefulness will ever be re-
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membered with joy on earth and in heaven. A single sermon
from John Newton, exciied the first serious unpressions in the
mind of a youth who incidentally entered the house where lie was
preaching. That youth was Clawlius Buchanan, whose name
will ever be dear to the friends of missions, and whose efforts
will rouse up multitudes to_plead for und preach to the heathen,
Jong after his awn voice shall have been for sges silent in the grave,
—we should rather say, vocal with the praises of heaven! The
lives of John Newton und Col. Gardiner, abound in the most
striking displays ef the providence of God; n fact, that of the
furmer is one continued series of providential interventions, The
history of our * revolution” allurds several instances in which the
finger of providence is clearly visible,* und the same is true of
that of the « Pilgrin Fathers.”  And to mention but two addi-
tional cases, most of our readers will remember, that when a day
of fasting and prayer was {irst observed througlout the country,
“ for the converston of the world,” a missionary wrote from hea-
then lands, that on that very day the influence of the Holy Spirit
was manifestly pourcd out upon his payan andience ; and Jast
year, within less than @ive weeks after the day of special supplica-
tion “ for colleges and literary institutions,”” we had heard of the
presence of God’s converting Spirit in vo less than six of those in-
stitutions. These are but a few of the alimost pumberless facts
which might be adduced, both from history and common hfe, in
tHustration of the doctrine before us,  Tuken separately, no one
of them would seem of suflicient weight to convince us of the
truth of the doctrine ; but viewed unitedly, (as the different parts
of a cumulative urgument,) do they not speak loudly of the con-

- il

® In illustention of tlis remark, one incident may be mentioned, connected
with the withdrawment of the American toops trom Lorgdsland, which (if troe,
as it han oflen, withunt contradietion, been asserted 1o b)) is alinust a countes-

art to the miracolous interposition of the cluud and pitlar of fire between the
rﬂnnlilrs and Egyjtiana, Snfulr o withdraw the Amerienn troops befure the su.
pering (ces of the British, lushed a1 they wera with victory, the most profound
secresy was asseatinl,  “Fhie bouts fram Brooklyn to New.York were passing and
repnssing through the whule might s hut notw Hhxtatiding the utinost diligence
morning dawned befugze an entire evacuation hind Ueea eQucted, I now seeme
ow il a discavery of the movements of the Americans must ha inevitable,  Bat
o densu fog arsing und spreading between them and the British eamp, xo cancenl.
ed their moavements, that they could not he soen,  *FPhe drama beat, to call the
Biritish, who wura in high spirits, to the attack of Brooklyn, when suddenly tho
fog rolled sway, and discovernd to Sit Heary Clinton, (the English conmnnnder,)
the last buiats afthe Americans crogaing the rivar, bevond higicoch  What adda
to the interest of the inctdent, s tha Fict, (ua areerted,) that a similar fog hue nov-
er been witnessed there sitce that morming of glurivus deliverance,  T'he writer
from whaom thin nnacdule is taken, very properly suggests the wish, * that somno
historing, with suitable literary qualifications, added to a pious heart, would swrito
the history of sur country with direct 1eference to the exhibition” of Goud's proo-
identinl goodness toward us o nation, in times alike of prosperity and of teial,
cspocially in our carly existunce as & people, and in tho war of tho revolution.
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stant presence of some superintending power, which is ever ac-
tive 1n all the aflairs of the world, bringing great events from lit-
tle cauges, and guiding all things according to the schemes of in-
finite wisdom? Do they not confirm, in a striking manner, the
doctrine of God’s particular providence, which, as we have seen,
is so plainly and fully asserted in the sacred seriptures ?

There are multitudes of other and of similar arguments, abun-
dantly confirming this doctrine.  The formation and adjustment
of our physical frame; the surprising and unexpected turns often
given to the revolutions and changes of states and empires, which
are frequently such as to astonsh, and confound, and baffle, the
wisest statesmen 3 the stmnge and unexpected discovesies of long-
hidden crimes ; the visible judgments of lheaven sometimes over-
taking the guilty even in this world ; the whole history of discove-
ries and inventions; the mumberless and stnking fulfillments of
prophecy in every age; and the private experience of many an
individual : these are but afew of the many sources of arcument
for a particular providence,—but a few of the imany things in which
we may discern the presence of an almighty, nm? uncreated, and
unseen band. They all furnish, n a greater or less degree, evi-
dence of the reality and the nature of the ceaseless and universal
providence of God. T'hat providence 1s concerned with all the
affuirs of the universe, and 1s ever conversant with all their echan-
ges. From the tremblings of the earthguake that ingulls king-
doms, to the tremblings of the leal which is fanned by the breeze;
from the falling of a world to the falling of a sparrow ; from the
flicht of an angel to the ereeping of an insect; in all things its
power is ever present, upholding all by its sustaining influence,
and guiding all 10 the best and most glorious final results.

Sucli is the doctrine of scripture, and of enlizhtened reason,—
a doctrine partially received by some few of the heathen sages, but
which is fully unfolded and abundantly sustained only by the re-
vealed word of Gad,—its truth being entirely confinned by his-
tory, and by the otherwise inexplicable incidents of comnmon life.

“One or two olyections to the doctrine before us, may be worthy
of a passing notice.  Anil,

(1.) It has been objected to the doctrine of a particular provi-
dence, that it must be troublesome and perplering to the Deity
to superintend and direct all the smmense varicty of coneerns
which take place in the universe. This objection, however, is
founded in low and inadequate views of the character of God ; and
it is at once and completely overthrown by the consideration, that
HE is a beine of rnfinite perfections.  To such a being, (and suck
a being is God,) the utmost that is canceivable, is as completely
casy of performance as the merest trifle ; and to suppose, that he
can be perplexed, or troubled, or wearied, by excessive care or
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watchfulness, is unphilosophical and absurd.  "L'he same remarks
apply with equal force to the ohjection urged with so much labor-
ed sophistry by Mr. Hume, viz: that God is not able to exercise
a particular providence.  To this, and all kindred objections, it is
sufficient to reply. that God is infinite.

2.) It has also heen objected 1o tie doctrine before us, that 1t
ts derogatory to the majesty of God, and degrading to his dig-
nity, thus (o be constantly occupied with the most trivial affairs
of the world. From the dayvs of Epicurus until now, this objec-
tion has had s advoecates; and it will often start up in one lr:)rm
or another, amony the practical sentiments of those who would
hardly dare to reduce it1oa definite shape in their own minds, much
less formally to own or defend it.  Like the objection previously
mentioned, however, it has its origin in the imperfection of our
own natures, and i the presumptuous fallacy of reasoning analogi-
~cally from oursefves to the infinite God,  We feel, that it is wrong

and disgraceful for a mmn 1o be oceupied with trifling concerns.
And why ?  Because we know, that when thus occupied, he must,
from the naperfection of his nature, be obliged to neglect matters
which are more important.  But it derogates nothing from the
dizmity of a man, to be engaged w any afluirs, bowever tnivial they
may seem, if they do not call him off” from more important pur-
suits, and especially if they form a necessary part of some greater
scheme.  Now, ualess we can prove that the Deity, like ourselves,
is imperfect, we have no nght to suppase, that he can be dis-
tracted or perplexed by any conceivable number of calls upon his
agency orcare. He can notice the falling of a sparrow, or can clothe
the lily with beauty, while at the same ttine he s rolling every
planet in its pathway of light, and administering with undistracted
mind, the most momentous aflairs of his wide-spread  dominion.
'The smallest events, ton, form the necessary part of one great
comprehensive whole 3 for, as we have already seen, the most
trivial incidents often lead to the most important results.  In this
view, no event, if traced to its possible consequences, as scen by
omaiscience, can be too trivial for dhe notice and directive ageacy
of the Almighty ; for it may be so woven into the chain of causes
and effects, as to involve the fate of Kinedoms, or what is far more,
the destiny of souls! The ohjection, then, under the pretense of
honoring God, would, if well-ounded, plainly dishonor him ; for
what would be dearading to him, 1s, not to watch over and care
Jor, hut 1o regleet any cvent connected with the welfare of his
dependent creatures.  And to suppose him above the notice of
any such event, s to suppose him above acting up to the full ex-
tent of s rectitude and rondness.  Besides, it cannot be incon-
sistent with his dignuty as a God, to care for that which it was not
inconsistent with his dignity to create; and as be is infinite, all be-
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ings and things are equally because snfinstely belotw him, and all
distinctions of high and low are of no account tn his sight.

It is further to be noticed, that the objection before us does
not attemnpt a formal reply to any of the arguments by which a
particular providence is proved. It merely treats the doctrine
as if it werc absurd, because an abhorrent consequence seems
to flow from its admission.  But (his very consequence we embrace
in all its length and breadth, and for it we contend, as in the
highest degree glorious to the character of God. For it exalis
our conceptions, and magnifies the glory of his infinnte perfections,
to know, that their careis extended to every being and event,~
that his guardianship embruces the vast extent of his wide-spread
creation, while its Jowest object i3 not overlooked,—that he i3
every where present, ever active but never weary ; living in all
life, and moving in all motion ; guiding at the same time the stars
in their courses, and the flight of the meanestinsect that floats up-
on the breeze ; penciling the humblest flower with beauty, and
clothing with eternal freshness and verdure the tree of the waters
of life, around which the sons of heaven are gathered to study
his works and hymn his praise. Once more,

3.) It has furiher been objected, that this view of providence
makes 1t a continued scrics of miracles. 1 by this is meant, that
all the exertions and displays of providentinl power are to to be
considered as miraculous w the sense that they are wonderful,
then the objection ceases to be an objection ; for this is not only
admitted, but is asserted in the broadest terms. I by it, how-
ever, be meant, that every manifestation of providence is of the
same nafure with what are called miracles, then the assertion is
unfounded ; for there is thns wide difference between the two, that
the former 13 of common or rather constant occurrence, while the
Jatter is the obvious, visible display of divine power, in attestation
of the truth of some particular assertion or claim.  Every miracle
i3 providential ; but every act of providence s by no means mi-
raculous. The recovery of a person from a common disease is not
miraculous ; thoughif we were not famthiar with such recoveries,
every one would regard them as most wonderful. IBut where an
apostle declares that heis sent by God, and in proof of the truth of
lus assertion, instantly, and with a word, cures the sick or casts
out devils,—this is properly a miracle.

These are the only ohjections to a particular providence that
are worthy of notice; for as 10 the objection, that such a provi-
dence is inconsistent with the liberty of (ree-agents, it is complete-
ly refuted by conscinusness, by which we are all compelled to feel,
that we are entirely at liberty, and free to do, or not to do, what-
soever we will, and this with no other restraint than that imposed

by the moral laws of God; and as to the inconsistency (sometimes
Vor. VIiL. 2
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alledged) of providence with the general laws of nature, it can
have no existence ; for the expression, *laws of nature,” is but
another name for the mode in which God is ever acting around us;
they are but a part of Ais system of providence, or rather the
method in which, to some extent, it operates.

With a briel glance at some of the practical bearings of the
subject before us, we conclude. And,

I. If a constant and particular providence is exercised over the
world, by the infinitely wise and benevolent God, then we should
never be dissatisfied with any of his dealings. We ore some-
times prone to complain of the bardships of our earthly lot, or
to murinur against what scem to be, in refercnce fo oursclves,
“ mysterious dispensations of providence.,” DBut if we make a
proper practical improvenient of the doctrine before us, we shall
rejoice that a God of infinite wisdom and geodness is on the
throne, and that ali things are ordered by him with the wisest coun
sel, and for the best uhiimate ends.  'Whatever be our condition, we
shall recognize in its allotment, the hand of our heavenly Father;
and 1f others nre more favared than ourselves, we shall be satisfied
that it is for the wisest and best reasons. Whatever be our station in
life, we shall feel, that it is for us the station of honor, and fitness,
and duty, and that our estimation in God's sight, depends not
upon the elevation of our sphere, but on the manner in which we
fill it.

The same train of remark is equally applicable to the inequality
of the dealings of providence, as manifest around us, against which
we are sometimes disposed to murmur, as unjust or severe. We
refer not to the theorctical objections of the infidel, which are
casily answered, but rather to that want of entire practical con-
fidence in God, in reference to the dark dispensations of his provi-
dence, which sometimes lcads even christians to be dissatisfied
with its allouncents, as if they could have advised for the better.
With regard to all such dispensations, every rising irurmur should
at once be hushed by the thought, that God is infinitely perfect ;
andl that if many of his providential movements now appear unjust
or unwise, it is merely because they are not seen in all their rela-
tzons, and as they will be seen in the light of eternity. So far,
then, from dishonoring the providence of Jehovah, by assuming
to sit in Judgment on its operations, we should ever cherish an im-
plictt and child-like faith in the rectitude of all his dealings, knowing
that they are all conducted not only by infinite wisdom, but by in-
finite goodness, ‘There is a Jewish tradition concerning Moses,
which so beautfully illustrates the point before us, that it is wor-
thy of being mentioned ; for though a mere fable, it is not on that
account the less instructive. ‘That great prophet, says one of the
Rabbins, was called by God to the top of a high mountain, where
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he was permitted to to propose any questions that he rleased con-
cerning the government of the universe. In the nudst of one of
his inquirics, he was commanded to inok down upon the plain be-
low, where was a clear spring of water. At this spring, a soldier
had alighted a moment from his horse to drink. o sooner had
lic gone, than a little boy came to the same place, md finding a
purse, that the soldier had dropped, took it up ard went away.
Soon after, there came an infirm old man, with hoary hairs, and
weary with age and traveling, who, having quenchec his thirst, sat
down, for rest and refreshment, by the side of the spring.  The
soldier by this time had missed his purse, and returning, he de-
mands it of the old man, who afiirms that he had not seen it, and
appeals to heaven to attest his innocence and the truth of his as-
sertions. The soldier, not believing his declarations, kills him on
the spot! Moses falls on his face, in horror and amazement, that
such an event should be perinitted by God ; when tie divine voice
thus prevents his expostulation ; ¢ Be not surprised, Moses, that the
Judge of all the earth should have suffered this to comne to pass.
To you there seems to be no reason why that child should be the
occasion of the old man’s blood being spilled ; but know, that the
same old man, years ago, was the murdercr of that child’s fa-
ther " In every dispensation of providence, there is some wise
design; and in every one, the Judge of all the carth will do nght.
Again

2. lu the doctrine of a particular providence, the christian
should find an unfailing source of consolation in all the afflic-
tions and (rials of life. This world is a world of sorrow and
trial, in which all must expect their portion of calamity. Afflic-
tions beset the whole length of our pathway through life, and the
agonies of death hold their watch aver i3 close.  But though we
are ** born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward,” vet we are taught
by the doctrine before us, that afflictions do not spring from the dust,
—that troubles do not come from the ground, but that all things are
ordered by oNE who loves us too well not to mingle trials with our
joys. Without his permission, no power can harw, no ill can be-
fall us; and every afflicting stroke is meant for our good,—to cul-
tivate our graces, to mortily our passions, to elevate aund purify
our affectinns, and so to discipline our spirits, as to work out for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of happiness and glory
in the heavens. Let the atheist, who believes that chance dashed
the fragiments of chaos into a world, believe, if he can, that the
same chance directs (or rather leaves at random,) every event. It
is the consolation, the joy of the christian, to Anow. that God is
the God of individuals, and of tindividual events, and that every
thing which transpires is ordered by him ; that every dispensatior,
whether joyous or grievous, 15 sent with some definite purpose of
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mercy,—that even the evils of life are intended to instruct us in
patience and virtue, and is very tnbulations tu be the ministers of
our highest joy.

3. ‘I'his doctrine of a particular providence, should also teach us
ever to be watchful of our conduct. ‘The thougin, thut God is
ever round about us, moving in every motion, and acting in every
event, makes this world a serious world, and should lead us
to walk through it with serious steps, with our hearts bent vpon
duty and our eyes fixed upon heaven. It should indeed iucrease
our cheerfulaess, and sweeten our cnjoyments, to think, that
our Father 11 beside us; but it should also 6ill us with a holy
jealousy of ousrselves, and with anxious watchfulness aganst every
thing, whether in spint or conduct, which may be displeasing to
hin.  An arcient philosopher advised the magistraie, as a restraint
to the wicked, 1o write at the corner of every sireet, * God sees
thee, O sinner!”  But to us, who helieve in a particular provi-
dence, the mscription, ** God sees thee,” is vot only in every
street, but upon every object, above, around, within, and heneath
us. I we would but open our hearts 1o its reception, every thing

would proclaim to us the obvious presence of that God,

“ Who given ita luster to the insect’s wing,
And wheels hin throne upan the solling winde.”

We might see it in our own existence and enjoyment,—in the
revolyving year and the changing scasons.  We nnght read it in
the stars, the alphabet of heaven, in which he has stereotyped his
own glory, and in the planets which are rolled by lns hand through
trackless space.  We might hear it in the thunder’s voice, and see
it gleaming in the lightning’s flash,  Iivery insect would sing to
our ears of the hand that sustams it.  Kvery breeze would mur-
mur of his presence.  Every leal would whisper, ¢ God s here !
And if the imaginary presence of some great and good man could
restrain impropriety, and prompt to nobleness of conduct on the
part of a pagan, then surely the known presence of the heart-
searching Gon, the greatest and best of all beings, should make
us watchful of all our actions,~should check the first risings of
folly and sin,~—should give purity to our motives, and humility to
our hearts, and holiness 10 our lives,—should Jead us ever 1o live
as under Jehoval's eye, in such a manner as to secure his appro-
bation, both here and Liereafter.
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Art. Ill.—Is CuristTianity o rant or e Couvon-Laaw or
kNGLAND ?

As chrstian spectators, we feel bound to notice the various at-
tacks made upon religion, from whatever quarter they may come,
It may not, however, be evident to every one, what connection
the question at the head of this article has with religion, at least
i this country.  T'o sucl, it may be suflicient to say, that the
common-law of England has been adopted in this country, with
such modifications as our situntion and circumstances require; In
some states, by an express provision of their constitutions, and n
others, by the uniform usage of the courts, with the approbation
of their different legislatures.®  Now, inasmuch as the free exer-
cise of all religions are guuranteed to the people of this country,
it is clatmed, (with how much truth we stop not to inquire,) by those
who deny that chnstianity is part of, or sanctioned, by the com-
mon-law, that all legislution, having for its object the punishiment
of offenises against the christian religion, is unconstitutional, and
all adjudications of our courts of justice on this subjecy, ¢ legisla-
tive usurpation.” The attempt to disprove this maxun, is an ef-
fort on the part of those who deny or reject the gospel, indirectly
to undermine the principies of relizion and virtue, and to bieak
down those barriers which have been erected by the gospel against
irreligion and infidelity. 1t is possible, indeed, that some who deny
the truth of the maxim, that christianity is sanctioned by the com-
mon-law, may not desire the effects which the course pursued by
their coadjutors tends directly to produce.

At the head of those who, in this country, have denied the
truth of the foregoing principle, we are sorry to be obliged to

lace the name of a writer and statesman of celebrity, Thomas
gcﬂ'erson. We are the more sorry for tlus, because we are
aware of the extensive influence which the opinion of Mr. J, will
exert upon his and our countrymen.

But we are unwilling that errorshould at any time go uncontro-
verted, and wmore cspecially when sanctioned by the authority of
great names, and are fully called upon to expose cvery atiack
upon religion, though it be at the expense of those who make the
charee.

We learn from Mr. Jefferson, that Major John Cartwright, an
Englishman, had wrnititen a woark on the British Constitution, in
which he undertook to prove, ¢ that christianity could not be part

* 1. Kant's Com. Am. Law. p. 472, 1. Bwift's Dig. p. 9. Knowles vo. the
State. 3. Day'n Rep. 103, State ve. Danfurth, 3. Comen, 112. Commonweahih
va. Knowjton, 2 Mass. Rep. 530. U. 8. vs. Willinins, 2. Cranch, 182, Const.
Mages. N. Y. N. J. and Maryland.
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of the common-law, inasmuch as the common-law existed among
the Anglo-Saxons, while they were pagans, beflore they had heard
the name of Christ pronounced, or knew that such a character
had ever existed ;” and Mr. J. pronounces this proof tncontrover-
tible. He then proceeds to show in what manner the law was
stolen 1n upon us, and claims to have proved, that all the books
and cases in which this principle is recognized, rest ultimately for
authority on a dictum of Ch. J. Prisot, made 34 Hen. 6. Year-
Book, fol. 38, (A. D. 1458,) and that the opinion of Prisot
means no such thing. The mistake, or foreery, (as he terms it,)
arose from a mistranslation of the words ancien seripture, by
Finch, m Ins first book of the law, ¢, 3. 1613, who renders these
words by holy scripture, in which he is followed by Wingate, in
1666, who sets down this nusteanslation as a maxum of the law,
(HFing, Max. 3.) and cites Finch, as Sheppard, in 1675, copices
the same and cites Finch and Wingate.  Ch. J. Hall, & few years
after, saud, Rex vs. Taylor, 1. Vent. 293, s. ¢. 3. Rob. 307, that
christianity 1s the parcel of the laws of England, and cites no-
body. In 1728, the court i the case of the King vs. Woolston,
2, Strange, 834, would not suffer it 1o be debated, whether it was
an offense at common-law to write against chnstianity.  Wood,
409, gives the same principle, and cites 2. Strange, and Black-
stone, 1n 1773, Com. 459, cites Ventris and Strangze, as authority
for the same assertion.  In 1767, Lord Manstield decided a simi-
lar principle, and quoted nobody. Thus, says Mr. J., we {ind
this chain of authorities hanging link by link one upon another,
and all ulumately upon one and the same hook, and that a mis-
translation of the words, * ancien scripture,”’ used by Prisot, and
adds, 1 might dely the best-read lawyer to produce another
scrip of authority for this judiciary forgery.”* In a letter to
the Hon. k. Everett, some time after, he holds the saine language
in reference to the sime subject.t

The biographer of Mr. J., B. L. Rayner, quotes so much of
the letter as relates to this sub{&cl, and says : ‘ The part we quote
contains the detection, through a long labyrinth of legal authori-
ties, of a fundamental heresy, which, at an early period, through
a palpable mistransiation of two words, crept into the common-
law, and fmally, by a series of cumulative adjudications, becaine
firmly embodied in the text.”'} |

The only answer that, sofar as we are aware, has been made to this
principle, so confidently insisted upon, is a very brief one, contain-
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* Letter to Major John Cartwright. Jeflerson’s works, 4 vols. 8vo. vol. 4,
p. 239 and on.

! VYol. 4, p. 408. t Life of JetTerson, Svo. N. Y. 1832, p, 31.
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ed in the Americun Jurist,® made by some perscn apparently de-
strous  of denying the truth of Mr. J's positions, without direct-
ly contradicting him. It s treated there, however, strictly as a
Jegal question, and therefore does not dispense with the necessity
of u further examination.

The above quotations from Mr. J. contain two propositions : the
first asserts, that christianity cannot be a part of the common-law,
because that Jaw existed among the Anglo-Saxons while they
were pagans 3 and the secoud, that the maxim which declares it to
be so, is a * judicial usurpation,” crept in through the mistake or
chicanery nl" is judges. |

That neither oi these positious are true, we shall prove by
showing,— |

1. That the common-lawo has been progressive, and that the
principles which compose it, have been drawn from the customs of
the primitive Britons, the Saxons, Danes and Normans.

2. That the Britons were christians long before they were con-
quered by the Saxons, and that the Saxons became so immediate-
ly after their settlement in Britain. ]

3. That crimes aeainst the christian religion were punishable at
common-law before the time of Prisot.

4. That christianity was considered as past of the common-law
before the time of Prisot.

5. That the authorities cited by Mr. J. do not warrant the con-
clusion e has drawn.

1. The common-law has been progressive.

To determine this, we must {irst ascertain what composes the
common-law. ¢ The common-law,” says Chancellor Kent,
‘““consists of a collection of principles, to be found in the opinions
of sares, or deduced from universal and nmemorial vsase, and
receiving progressively the sanction of the cournts.”’t  The defi-
nitions of Sir W, Blackstonet and f.ord Coke,$ are 1o the same
effect.  But it 1s not necessary to prove, that a given custom has
been in existence from tine immemaonal, to justify courts and ju-
ries in finding such an usage ; for it has been repeatedly decided,
that an usage for twenty-years, unexplained and uncontradicted, is
sufficient for that purpose ;}| and if conmradicted, need not dute
back farther than Richard 1. 1189.4

The very defimtion of the common-law, shows, that it has been
progressive, and consequently could not have existed among the
Anglo-Saxons when they were pazans ; but we proceed to show
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* Vol . p. 336, t Cam. Am Law, vol. i, p. 72, 2d edition.
s Com. Eng. Law, b. i, p. 62 § Coke Lt aee, 171 and 214,
i bilnck. Com, 33. 6. East. Rep. 214.

' Q. Black. Com. 31. 1.Sandors Pl. and Ev. 399,
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from history, that the customs which make up that law, have
been denved from vanious sousces.

Fortescue, who was chief justice in the reign of Edward 1V,,
and coteniporary with Prisot, says, “the realm of England was first
inhabited by the Britons, then the Romans possessed it, then the
Britons again,  Afterwards the Saxons, then the Danes; after,
the Saxons, and then the Normans had possession of the coun-
iy ; and yvet during sll these times the country has been govern-
ed by the same customs:”® vpon which Mr. Selden observes,
that the truth scems to be, that there never was any formal ex-
change of one system of laws for another ; but that the Saxons
made a mixture of their own customs with those of the Britons,
the Dances those of their own with those of the Britons and Sax-
ons. and the Normens likewise.t

Upon every irruption and conquest by a foreign nation, new
laws and customs were introduced, and incorporated with those
alecady in force ; and therefore the common-law of England, like
the langusge of that country, has originated from a vanety of
saurces.  Lhe histories of that period fully justify this view of
the subject. :

The variety of local customs prevalent in the days of Allred,
gave nse to the dome-boe, dom-boe, liber judicialis ; but in the
‘eleventh century, this code of Alfred had fsllen so much into dis-
use, or been superseded by other customs, that we find no less
than three systems of laws prevailing in England, called the Mer-
aan-lage, partaking most of the old British customs; the Hest
Saxon-lage, coming nearer to the code of Alfred; and the
Danc-lage, panaking, ss its name imports, of the customs of the
Danes.§

Upon the accession of William of Normandy, these threc sys-
tems of laws were digested, and such alterations and additions
made as the situation’ of the country required.§ One of the
changes made at this time was the establishinent, if not the intro-
duction, of the feudal systein, which hos exerted such an exten-
sive influence upon the estates of Europe for centuries.|| All
these customs, with:such modifications as a progressive state ot
civilization, of liternture, science antl the arts, would work, to-
gether with such as these things have given rise to now, com
the common-law, [t follows, therefore, from the foregoing facts,
that the first position of Mr J. and Major C. is entirely wrong.
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" Do Laudibus Legum Angline, . 17, p. 3. Eng. Trans. fol. Savoy, 1737.
{ Nelden's Notes vin For, nlittr stap. and 1, Black, Com G4,
v 1. Black. Com. 64,65, Haole's Hist Com, Law, p. 50, ‘
?Crnhh't Hint. Eng. Com. Law, c.v. p. 44. Bvo. Flurlinglon. 1831,
| Spelman Ornig. Yeudew. Hail, . C. and 203. Black. Com. e. iv. Crabb,
i1. E. C. and ¢. v. Cuke Liit. 191. 5. Butler'z Additional Notgs. ,
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We now proceed to show,—

R. That the Britons were converied to christianity before their
conquest by the Saxons, and the Saxons immedintely alter that
conquest.
~As early as A. D. 180, we find Tertullian declaringe, that-# the
extremities of Spain, and the different nations of Gawnl .nd Britain,
inaccesstble to the Roman arms, had been subidued 10 ChistV'®

[luscbivs, about 324, says, the firsst preachers of christinnity
‘“ passed over the ocean, to those which are called the Bruish
isles.”’ 4

Gildas, himself a Briton, who wrote about 560, dates the first
introduction of christianity about 61,~—and in this he is supported
by the ancient British documents preserved in the Welsh Triads.§

Clement of Rome, about 90, says that Paul reached the fur-
therest cxtremity of the west, by which it seems that Britain was
intended.$

'The Romans left Britain about 410, and the Saxons were invi-
ted to Fngland about 450.  From this time war raged with varied
success between the Britons and those from whom they soughd
protection, until about 590.  As late as 527, the Britons obtained
a considerable victory over the Saxons, which was followed by a
peace of forty years; and in 583, they obtained another considera-
ble victory.}] The Saxons secem to have obtained a permanent
settlement in Kent as early as 580 ; and in 596, St. Austin, with
forty missionaries from Rome, landed in that kingdom, and in two
years converted and baptized the king of Xent, with more than
ten thousand of his Anglo-Saxon subjects. ¥

- The way scems to have been prepared for the casy introduc-
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" Adv. Jud, e, 7. p. 130, fol, ed. 1675,

| Demaons, Lvang, o 30 po 12, fall ed JGIS,

! Rob. Calinet, Bib. Die. un Christinnity.

§ Clom. Rom. Ep. Loeo &0 Trane, Chevalier, p 4 12mo. NOYL IRGL po 1S,
L.a Clere, Apos, Put. vol i fol. Jo, Plutarch Vat, Creenr, Basch, Vi, Cons,
b 1 ¢, B, 41, L2 e 230 Nieephor, Thst, Lo oo 10 Pheodoset in a0, 2, nd
Tim. iv. 7. Theod, Rel. Hist, c. 25 tom. 30 p. 851 1), Edit, Paris, 1642, jher,
in Amas. c. . tom. 3 p 11 BEd. Beaediet,  Catallug Caom, 200 amd 11, Hors
nce, Carme, 1. 35, Sullingllevt, Antig. Lirit, Lee, o0 1 vol 8 &0 1710, da G
vols, from which it will bo evident, that by the farthrst areaz, Briten wax in-
tended 8o nlxo Bode™s Hisl, Yee libo i, o d po A4 il Cant, 1720 Selden's
Hist. ‘Tithes, . 9, see, L p, 1206, vol. i ap. fol, Lond. 1726, Ledwich’s An.
. Iretand, p. H1 4o, Dublin, 1722, Stone’s Cluon, Eog. b, 36, Jol. London.
1631, Mosheim by Mardoek, b, 1. cont 2. Par. 1. e, 1 tote.,

I Ane. Univ. Hist. vol, sviie pp, 124, 129

Y Bude'n Ece. Hixt, Jibo b, e, 27, Lboi. . 4. Hume's Hhia, of Lng, vol, 1
Gibbon's Dee. and Fall of the Rom Emp. vol.iid e 45 p. 210, 4 vols, Bvo,
N. Y. 1831, Tuwner’s Hist, Anglo-Saxon, sol, i, B3, Bvo, 3 vols. Londan,
1828 1tn common for thoso whn dexire the fuat 10 be so, W renresent this as
the fient introduction of christinnity nao Britein,  Bo Hume and Gibbon are en-

tirely xilent as 1o the copversion of Wie Britons befure their conguest by the
Haxons,
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tion of christianity among the Saxons, by the influence and ex-
ample of the Britons, with whow the Suxons associated ; and the
latter appear to have borrowed their alpbabet, literure, and inuch
of their civilization, from the persons from whom they had taken
their possessions.*

The christian religion was introduced nto Northumbria by a
resolution of the wittem-gemote, as the established rehgion, 625.
It was introduced into Mercia 635, Fssex 639, by a resolution of
the kiny and his counselors ; and in fess than a century from this
time, it had become common for the Anglo-Saxon kings to abds-
cate their thrones, and give themselves up 1o religious pursuits.t

The piety of Alfred had led hun 1o wtroduce into s laws, not
only the essential principles of chiristianity, not before recognized
by law, but also many of the enactments ol the Levitical code.]

It is not unreasonable to suppose, that a natton who had just
emerged from barbanism, had acquired letters, literature, and a de-
gree of civilization, would find it necessa:v 1o change many ol
those custams, wineh, before that tme, had nad the force of law,
Indeed, we fnd that such was the fact; for amony the Saxons, be-
fore their conversion, wurder, and all other ebh erimes and mis-
demeanors, were only punished by a fine, varying m amount, ac-
cording to the rank of the person injured.  Every man had, n
fact, at that period, a legal valuation set upon lnm.§  But no man
will pretend, that murder i1s not now pumshable with death by the
common-law. We nught instance many other customs, prevalent
amony the Saxons, which the progressive state of the common-
law has entirely changed ; but it is uanecessary.
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* Waod's Rell in Bat. p. 75, tve, London, 1535, Cambrian Rez  vol, iii,

150, Hlenry’s Hint, Goeot Britain, boodi, oo 20 see it Turner's 1int. Angl,
Bax. bodtio e 7ovol g po 0085 Dbl o Bop. 3655 v el Lop 389 Bede's e,
Hist. fib. i or 2 and 275 b e 4L pp. S3—24) Camden. Brit, vol, p. 1316,
ful. 2 vole, Londan, 1722

It b been sid, that the nlimost entire aheence of Celtie words i our Jun-
goaage, i good evidence that the primilivn Hritons were campieiely eradiested b)‘
the Saxens ; but o this 1t may be replied, thit Britain was inhabited by the Brit-
nos, Angles and Jutes, before the grrival of the Saxons, and that tha twae latter,
together with tha Suxone, were corval twigs of the snme barbaric race, du-
seended frum the snne Teatonic brateh of the Sevthinn or Gothic uee, ns ap-
paars {rom their identity of langaage.  Curner’s Thist, Angl 8Sax b, . e, 5. Cam.
den. Briv e, tib. ix  Procapine De, Bell. Gath, b iv.  And further, the Cim.
bric, or German Celtte, the Inngusge of the Britons when congquered by the Ro.
mans, though of a Celtie chmneter, abainds with words of w Gothic arigin — Va-
rieties of the Human Race, by 1. G. Pocirad, M. D. p. 3. in an appendiz (o
Goldgmith's Gengraphical 1iew of the World,

V'Turner’s Hiet, Angl, Sax, bliii, ce. 2, 7, 2, 22, nnd others. Bede's 1list.
Ecc. Jib. v,

t Wilkins' Leges. Ang. Sax  Leg. Alfred. ful. Lond, 1521, Tuen. Hist, Angl.
Sax. b, v. ¢. 6. vollai. p. 10 Mr, ). pronounces these spunious 3 but Mr. Turner,
than whom, no man living is hetter able to judge, dectores them genuine, nnd
Wilkine pivea them withont any doubt of their nutheaticity.  Sce also Holt's
Law of Libel, p. 32. v0. NU Y. i=s,

§ Wilkins’ Leg. Angl. Sax. Turn. Hist. Angl. Sax. ap. 1. b, iii. c. 4 and 5.
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We shall now show ,—-

3. That crimes azainst the christian religion, were pumshable
at common-law. long before the tme of Prisot, 1458,  1{ we can
prove this, it will not be contended, that some of the principles of
christianity were not recognzed by the common-law ; for nothing
can be more absurd, than the wdea that crimes against religion are
punishable at common-law, and yet that the common-law does not
recognize the principles of religion, against which those crimes are
committed.

Bracton, who was justice in cyre in the reign of Henry 3d, in a
work entitled Dc¢ Legibus et Consuctudinibus Anglice, written
about 1266,* and which, it is smd, “ comains nothing but what
had been admitted by legal authorities into our jurisprudence,”’
expressly declarves, that ¢ apostates from the chiristian religion were
to be burnt 1o death.”t  So Dritton, about 1280, declares that
sorcerers, sodomites and heretics, were burnt, by the common-law.1
It 15 also said by IVeta, about 1285, that apostates, sorcerers, and
the like, are 10 be burnt.§ ‘1o the same elfect, the Mirror, about
1300, says, that heresy was to be punished by excommunication,
degradation, dismhenting and burmig. )}

The same author defines leresy to be a false and evil belief,
arising out of error of the christian faith, It includes witcheraft
and divination.

The order by which such persons were consigned to the flames,
wasg entitled the writ de heerctien comburendeo, and was a common-
law process.*®  In the time of Prisot, the definition of heresy
was still more comprehensive, and included all disbelief of the
Catholic fuith, ncglect to attend her worship, and disobedience
of her decrees.tt
~ These authorities must remove all doubts concerning the ques-
tion whether offenses asainst religion were punishable at common-
law, before the time of Finch, who, Mr. J. says, mistook the mean-
ing of Ch. J. Prisot.

4. Christianity was considered as part of the common-law, long
before the time of Prisot. Horne, in the Mirror of Justice,
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A. D. 1300, says, his * predecessors bad divided the law into
two volumes ) into lhu c'mun-lau, which coonsists in amendment

§ spiritual uﬂensvs, and the writien [conmmn] law, which consists
n the punishinent of temporal offenses.” “This written law he de-
lines to be * the written law of the antient usagres warranted by
the holy scripture,”®

l'"hia statement of the Mirror, one hundred and filty years be-
fore the decision by Prisot, s sufficient evidence that such was
the. opinion of the ancient sages of the law; and it is supported
by the bistory of those tmes,  humediately after the Romans
left Britain, there were thirty-three independent provinces, or re-
publics, each having a bishop, who regulated the ecclesiastical af-
fairs, and had some power n civil matters.t The bishops among
the Saxons had also junsdiction of many civil cases.] The re-
lirious establishiment of kngland and the payment of uthes, seems
to have been coeval with the conversion of the Anglu-Saxons to
christianity ;$ and we are told by the Mirror, that at first, (that s,
immediately alter the conversion of the Saxons,) “* they made the
king swear (o mantaii the cumisTian varru, with all his pow-
er.”l|  The dome-book, which contained the diversity of customs
prevailine m the days of Alfred, recognizes nany principles of
the christian religion among those customs. ¥

Me. Selden, in bis notes on Forteseue, says, the common-law of
England is grounded on six points ; the second of which, he says,
15 the Law of God ;" and the Mirror declares, that whatever
is contrary to holy scripture, is not law.** T ho same principle
was decided in the court of king's beneh, in 1827.11 These au-
thorities prove conclusively, that the esaenml principles of religion
were recoenized by the common-law, before the time of Prisot.

We shall now show,—

5. That the authonties cited by Mr, J. do not warrant the con-
clusion he has drawn.

The original of Prisot, from which Mr. J. says the principle
i quenlmn was drawn, is, ¢ A tiel leis qu'ils de seint eglise out en
ancien scripture, covient a nous a donner credence.; car ceo com-
on ley sur quels touts manners leis fondes. It anxy, Sir, nous
sumus obliges de conustre lour ley de seint eglise, et semblable-
ment ils sont obliges de connustre nestre ley.”
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A literal translation of this passage is, ¢ as to those laws, which
holy church have in ancien scripture, 1t behoves us 10 give cre-
dence, for this is common-law, upon which all manner of laws are
founded ; and thus, Sir, we are obliged to take notice of their law
of holy church; and it secms they are obliged to take notice of our
Jaw,”**

Finch,t says Mr. J., and after him Wingatel and Sheppard,$
translate anceen scripture, by holy seripture; Wingate quoting
Finch, and Sheppard both Finch and Wingate. Finch gives the
original of Prisot in the margin; and therefore both Wingate and
Sheppard had it before them when they said, *¢‘That to such laws
of the church as have warrant in holy scripture our law giveth cre-
dence.” It will be remarked, that this passage is not a translation
of Prisot, but the statement of a principle, with reference to the
Year Books, as authorizing tie statement.

The language of the Year Books, is marvelously like that we
have already quoted from the Mirror of Justice. Prisot says in
effect, that the common-law, upon which all other laws are found-
ed, is the law contained in ancien scripture ; and the Mirror, that
the common-law consists of the ancient customs, warranted by /oly
scripture.  ‘'That both refer to the same thing, seems too evident to
admit of a doubt.

It is no small argument in favor of the principle laid down by
Finch, that it has been copicd by several authors, all baving the
original before them, and that it falsehood huad never been detect-
ed, until pointed out by Mr. J.

But it is not Fiuch alone, who is chareeable with blinking the
truth ; for it will be recollected, that Mr. J. defies the ¢ best-read
lawyer, to produce another scrip of authority for this judiciary for-
rery.” Now Finch not only cites the Year Books, but also Ho-
bart, 148, and Plowd. 265, both of which are omitied by Mr. J.

In the case of Colt and Glover vs. the Bishop of Coventry and
Lichfield, reported by Hobart, it was decided, * that the laws of
the realm do admit of nothing contrary to the law of God.”

The assertion of lord chief justice Hule,|| that christsansty was
part of the common-law of England, seems to have been predi-
cated upon the opinion of lord Coke, who had asserted the same
long before that time;¥ but of the ussertion of lord Coke, Mr. J.
has taken no notice.

But whether the translation or assertion of Finch be true or
false, the chain ends with Sheppard, lord Hale not citing it.

*H. Hen, 6. fol. 33, Trons. from Am, Jurist. vol. ix. p. M6.

{ Book of the Law, ¢. 3 d Wingate, Max. 3. § ‘Tit. Religion.
{} Rox rx. "Paylor, 1 Vent. 203. 8 C. 3 Rel. 607,

T 2 lnst, 220. Relt on Law of libel, p. 32,
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Arain, 1 the case of the King rs. Woolston, the court wauld
not permnt it to be debated, whether to write against christianity
was an offense at common-liw ; giving ns a reason, that it had been
so decided in Rex es. ‘Faylor, snd Rex vs. Hall;* but Mr, J.
has tuken no notice of the case of Rex es. Hall, in which the
same principle was asserted, as one well known and established,
without reference to suthority.  So too lord Maasfield, in Evans’
case, took it for eranted, that this principle wa< «-; well established,
as to be beyand question.  The inference, therefore, that lord Hale
or lord Mansficld nuude their decisions upon the suthority of the
Year Bouks, Fincl, Wingate, or Sheppand, s wholly gratuitous,
and unsupported by the facts.  So far then, is this whole contro-
versy from proving * a conspiracy between church and state,” as
alleduzed by Mr. J., that it is wonderfully like 2 conspiracy against
the former ; and as such, we bave felt it onr duty to expose it.

1. S, Since the foregoing was prepared for the press, the writer
has scen in the American Quarterly Reeicar, for June, 1835, No
34, an article an the subject of the preseat inquiry.

The first position of the reviewer, that christianity 1s not recog-
nized in the constitution of the Umited Stotes, and of the various
states, 15 i accordance with the asstimptions of the foreroing arti-
cle. The other part of the argument is based on Mr. J's. letter
under consideration, and wust full with it; and the article, there-
fore, requires no further answer. "o this it may be added, he in-
advertently omitted {o state, that it has been said by the Supenor
Court in Pennsylvania, that christianity has been part of the com-
mon-law since the daysof Bructon. 11. Serg. and Rawle, p. 400.
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Ant. HL.—Mexomn or Rev. Joun H. Rice, D. D.

A Memair of the Rev. John 1. Rice, D. D | first Prnﬁnnr of Christian Theolagy
in Union Theological Sewminavy, Virginia. DBy Witrian Maxwrer., DPhila-
delphia, 18%5.

A uesoir of Dr. Rice, with whatever ability it might be com-
posed, would of course be read with interest.  There was much
in his character and public services, in the eause of lierature and
religion, to excite interest.  His standing, also, in the Presbyte-
nan church, and the part which he took in founding a new thoo-
logical seminary m our southern country, must make his his.ory
an object of some curiosity, and his memory dear to many.  The
manner, too, in which the book before us s executed, is such, we
think, as not 1o detract from the interest inherent in its subject,
For ourselves we rejoice, that some account of this excellent
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* L. Vant. p. 293, 1. Sirange, p. 416,



