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PREFA4CL.

. PERCEIVING that there was
a wifh in many perfons in this country to
fee a corre& edition of my Leticrs to the
Philofophers and Politicians in France on the
fubjelt of Religion, 1 have carefully reviled
them, and have prefixed to them fome os/er-
vations on the prevalence of infidelity, which
I wrote on my voyage. As I had not at
that time any thought of counelting them
with thefe Lesfrers, and indeed had not a
copy of the Letters by me, fome of the
oblervations introduced into them both will
be found to be in {ubftance the fame.
But I have not thought it neceflary to f{up-
prels them in either of the pieces; becaufe
they are not numerous, and alfo becaufe they
are of fuch importance that they cannot be

too often prefented to the mind.
If



11 Preface,

If the generality of Chriftians in this coun-
try be offended at my zeal in oppofing their
peculiar tenets, I hope they will thank me
for the pains they will fee that I have taken
in the defence of our common principles. And
the chief reafon why I have been fo flre-
nuous 1n oppoling the doltrine of the #rinzzy,
vicarious fufferings, and other opinions main-
tained by many Chriftians is, that I confider
them as corruptions of the genuine Chriftian
do&rine, and a great hindrance to its recep-
tion in the world. Every perfon, however,
muft a&k according to the light in which he
himfelf fees things ; and we need not doubt
but that free difcuflion will lead at length to
the right deciflion of all controverfies, both
between believers and unbelievers in Chrif-
tianity, and between the different {fects into
which Chriftians are divided. In the mean
time, I hope that for the honour of our re-
ligion, and of human nature, we fthall all be
careful to preferve that temper which be-
comes Chriftians and enquirers after truth.

OBSER-



OBSERVATIONS

RELATING TO THE

Caufes of the general Prevalence of Infidelity.

TO a perfon who himfelf entertains
no doubt of the truth of revelation, the prefent
prevalence of infidelity becomes the {ubjeé of a
ferious and interefting inquiry. We naturally
think that the evidence which appears fatisfaétory
to us, muit appear {o to all other perfons; men
being contftituted alike, and confequently receiving
the fame impreflions from the fame objeéts.

This, indeed, is ftriétly true with refpe& to the
ideas of number and quantity. For to them all
minds are in the {fame ftate, and therefore to all
perfons zbhree muft ever appear more than #wo,
and exaltly the half of fix; and no perfon ac-
quainted with the definition of terms in geometry
can poflibly deny that the three angles of a right

angled triangle are equal to two right angles. But
B with



2 Caufes of the general

with refpe& to propofitions which do not admit
of this kind of evidence, which depends upon the
coincidence ¢f ideas, or thewing th. t under differ-
ent names the famez things are comnpreliended, dif-
terent minds may be very differently pre-difpof-d,
fo that the fame objets will not make the fame
impreflion, nor will the fame evidence give the

fame {atisfa&tion.

On the fubje& of religion, politics, or any thing
elfe thar is equally interelting to us, we daily fee
that the fame arguments are very diflcrently re-
ceived by different perfons. ‘The books of Scrip-
ture are cquaily open to all perfons, and all {edts
of Chriftians profefs to derive their dodtrines from
them. PRut how much do they differ from each
other? And though all antient documents are
equally read by the advocates for the original
freedom, or the original defpotiim, of the Englifh
conftitution, how different are themr conclufions?

How diferent are the opinions that have been,
and [ill arc formed, by the readers of the fume
hiftories of the charafters of Cicero and Cefar,
of the merit or demerit of Charles I. of England,
and of the principles of the American and French
revolutions. And, in the middle ages, how dif-

ferently did men think with refpeé to the queftion
which
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which agitated the whole of chriftendom con-
cerning the vaiidity of the popes at Rome or at
Avignon, when all the faéts, on which their judg-
ments were formed, were equally before all the
parties.

But, what 1s more to my purpole, difterent
perfons, according to their different circumi{tances

and difpofitions, will entertain very different opini-
ons concerning the probability, or improbability,
the truth, or the falfehood, of fadts. Of this we
had a remarkable inftance in England at the time
of the invafion of France by the Duke of Bruni-
wick and the King of Pruffia; fome perfons being
confident that they had completely defeated the
French, and were on their march to Paris, and
others feeing no reafon to believe any {uch thing.
And even after the retreat took place, it was a
long time before the friends of government would
give the leaft credit to it; and yet both parties

had the very {ame intelligence.

Befides this, there are caufes of aflent to pro-
pofitions who!lly i1ndependent of any proper ewi-
dence prefented to the mind itfelf; {fo that we may
be led to prefume that there i {fuflicient evidence,
though we do not curfelves perceive it  'We are

more efpecially in danger of being mifled by {pe-
B 2 cious



4 Caufes of the general

cious analogies, and fupcrficial but fixed maxims
agrounded on fuch analogies. Thefe will, with
many perfons, even prevent any attention being
given to proper evidence; fo that, though it be in
itlelf abundantly fatisfa&ory to the candid and at-
tentive, it 1s impoflible that it thould have any ef-

fe&t upon them.

On thefe accounts, truths of an hiftorical nature
are liable to be received very differently by dif-
ferent perfons ; and there is fuch a number of
circamftances to be attended to in order to form
a right judgment, that a {fmall diffcrence in the
previous ftate of mind will have a great eftet, as
to the impreflion that the fame evidence will
make; fo that different perfons, having different
ideas with refpeét to the previous probability, or
improbability, of a faét, and alfo of the compe-
tency of the evidence, may draw even contrary
conclufions from the fame report; one thinking it
to be certainly true, and acting upon that idea, and
another regarding it as unqueftionably falfe, and,

in his conduét wholly uninfluenced by it.

It may, I think, be faid with truth, that the
ogreater part of mankind form their opinions on

moft {ubje&ts, even thofe of the greatelt impor-

tance, not on any ¢vidence which themfelves have
confidecred,
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confidered, but, in a great meafure, from the
opinions of other perfons, of whofe judgment they
have, by one means or other, been led to think
very highly. Thus children, confiding in the
judgment and affeftion of their parents, which
they think has feldom, if ever, mifled them, in
general adopt implicitly whatever faith, or prac-
tice comes recommended to them by their autho-
rity. It is by this means, no doubt, that the
children of Jews are almoft univerfally of the
Jewifh religion, thofe of Mahomerans Mahometans,
thofe of Chriftians Chriftians, thofe of Quakers
Quakers, &c. &c. Had they formed their opi-
nions from any evidence prefent to their own
minds, the probability would have been that, 1n
all the cafes, a much greater proportion of the
children would have been of {fome religious per-
fuafion different from that of their parents; be-
caufe it was only one of a great number.

In like manner, if a perfon have by any means
been led to form a high opinion of the fagacity
and judgment of other perfons, though not his
parents or tutors, he will be apt to adopt their
opinions, without any examination of his own.
And this is evidently the cafe with the generality

of unbelievers, as well as of other clafles of men,
B 2 few,

D
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few of whom will even pretend to have taken the
requifite pains to form a judgment for themielves,
or indeed to have that acquaintance with antient
hiftory, and other branches of knowledge, which
is neccllary for the purpofe.

They {fee many men univerfally celebrated for
their genius, as Voltaire, Raufleau, Hume, and
Franklin to be unbelievers; and having, withal,
other reafons to be difinclined to the belief of
Chriftianity, they perfuade themfelves that fuch
men as thefe could not have become unbelievers
withourt fufficient reafon, and therefore think they
cannot do wrong to rank with them, and readily
join them in their ridicule of religion, and of the
wcriptures, of which they have perhaps feen no-
thing but in the writings of other unbelievers,
and efpecially the paflages moit open to mifrepre-
{fentation, It appears to them more reputable to
clafs with men of fuch {uperior underftandings,
rather than with the bulk of mankind, who retain
that regard for religion which they received from
their anceftors; the generality of religious perfons
being, it muit be acknowledged, of this clafs.
Thefe, therefore, they are apt to hold in contempt
and. from the principle of affociation, the religion
which they profefs,

Another
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Another fource of infidelity is a diflike of reli-
gion. Men who are not {tritly virtuous, and
wlho kaow that every violation of the laws of vir-
tue ic an off nve agatnft rehgion, will, whether
they « il coniefs 1t or not, or mdeed whether they
attend ro it or not, be imprelled wirh a fecrer dif-
like of rhe fubj=&, and will therefore gladly avail
themfelves of any excuf: for giving no attention
to it. This muft be the cafe with all young men
who have been addi&ted to profane {fwearing, or
to that commerce of the fexes which Chriftianity
condemus. And not {ceing the 1immediate bad
confequences of thofe pratices, they often will
not allow them to be vices, and even find a handle
againft Chriitianity for making them to be fuch.

A diflike to the fubjeét of religion, generated
from thefe and other caufes, will operate even to
the extinétion of all hiberal curiofity with refpeét
to it. I cannot n anv other way account for that
extreme ignorance of ‘he Scriptures which is to
be found among muny well educated pnerfons in
England, und other Chriftian countries. The
bible is not read in genteel {chools, or in families;
and thouzh it confiivs of the moft antient of all
books, and ou cther accounts would naturully in-
vite the ftudy of the curicus, great numbers of
perfons who have had a liberal education are

b 4 unable
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unable to give any account of their general
contents ™.

* The following inftance of the extreme ignorance of
the Scriptures 1n a perfon of whom more knowledge of
them might have been expeéted, may ferve both to amufe
and to inftru¢t my readers. Being one time in company with
Dr. Franklin, and a perfon now dead, but of confiderable
genius and a literary turn, brother to an Englifh nobleman
now living, being introduced, he turned the converfation
upon the {ubjeét of the fimplicity and beauty of the Orien-
tal ftile of compofition; and to exemplify his obfervations,
he took down his bible and opening it, feemed to read, but
really repeated memoriter, that chapter which he had him-
felf compofed from an old Jewifh tradition concerning
Abraham. This the gentleman, not doubting but that it
was a real chapter in the bible, exprefled himfelf much
pleafed with. On this the Do&or fmiled, and the gentle-
man percetving that he had been taken in, was a little mor-
tihed. However the Doéor, to try him a little farther,
took the bible again, and read the firlt chapter of the book
of Job, which the gentleman alfo exprefled himfelf much
pleafed with, but faid it was no more a part of the bible
than the other. The Do&or then thewed him the bible, and
{aid he might read it himfelf. But even this did not fa-
tisfy him. He faid it might be a book of his own printing,
and no real bible at all.

The Doctor had before obferved to me, that one fpecies
of profanenefs was now extin&, which was ridiculing the
Scriptures ; becaufe they were no longer read by fuch per-
fons as were ufed to take that liberty with them.

Dr,
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Can it then be thought extraordinary, that,
prejudiced as they are againft religion in general,
they fhould not be believers? They want the ne-
ceflary elements of Chriftian faith, viz. a know-
ledge of the falts on which 1t 1s founded, or only
fuch a knowledge as is acquired by hearing them
ridiculed. In the fame fituation, they might have
been unbelievers in any other hiftory. They
might think the Greek and Roman hiftories to
be incredible, and come to fmile.at them, as they

do at that of the Jews and of Jefus.

Whereas, could they but read the hiftorical
parts of the Old and New Teftaments with a rea-
fonable fhare of candour and impartiality, it would
be impoflible but that their minds muft be im-

Dr. ¥ranklin himfelf acknowledged to me that he had
not given {o much attention to the evidences of Chrifhianity
as the fubje& required, and defired me to recommend to
him a few treatifes (but he added of no great length) on
the fubjet; promifing to read them with care, and to give
me his opinion. Accordingly, I named to him that part
of Dr. Hartley’s Obferwations on Man which treats of the evi-
dence of revelation, and a work of my own, which he faid
he would read. But the American war breaking out, and
he leaving England prefently after this, I do not know
whether he cver read them or not. Nor, indeed, do I
know that he died an unbeliever.

prefled
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prefled with a perfuafion of their truth, they bear
{o many internal marks of it. INo perfon reading
the books of Mofes, the life of Chrift, and the
Aéts of the apofitles, wirh due attention, and with
a {ufficient knowledge of antient hiftory and of
human nature, can believe fuch men to be impof-
tors. The opinion they could not but conceive
of their excellent charalters, for piety, benevo-
lence, and integrity, would repel every idea of the
kind, whatever difficulties they might find in recon-
ciling {ome parts of the narrative with others;
difficulries, however, fuch as we find in all hifto-
ries written by different perfons. And this fa-
vourable. impreflion concerning the charater of
the fcripture hiftorians, and the perfons whofe
hiftory they write, would prepare the mind for a
{erious and candid examination of the external
evidence, which would prefently appear {uperior
to that of any other hiftory whatever.

But by perfons previcufly difpofed to cavil, the
moft important confiderations are frequently over-
looked, and therefore it is impoflible thatr they
fhould make a proper impreflion on their minds.
Otherwife, they could not but be fenfible thart,
in rejeting revealed religion, they {ubjected them-
felves to much grearer difficulties than they could

have found in confequence of receiving it, ad-
mitting

1
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mitting thefe to be confiderable. If Mofes was an
impoftor, it muft, furely, appear extraordinary,
that, without the advantage of any {plendid ta-
lents, as thofe of an orator, or a warrior, he
{hould impofe upon a whole nation, and make
them reccive a {yltem of religion and laws to
which they always thewed the greateft averfion.

But admirting that a man of fuperior knowledge
{hould arife in a nation {o ignorant as the Jews
were, he could only have impofed upon them by
pretences to miracles ; and let them be {uppoled
cver fo ftupid, and to reafon ever fo ill, they cer-
tainly had the external fen/es of other men: And
if the nature of the miracles of Mofes be confider-
ed, it muft be evident, that it was out of his pow-
er, or that of any man, to i1mpoie upon other
men {o grofsly as, if the Jews were impofed upon
at all, they muft have been, the miracles were
upon {o large a fcale. Let any perfon only con-
fider the nature, and the magnitude, of the mira-
cles exhibited in Egypt, fuch as the changing of
all the warer in the river into blood, or any thing
refembling blood, the deaths of the firlt born, and
of the firlt born only, of man, and of bealt too,
through the whole extent of the ccuntry in one
night, the paflage of the whole nation through

the Red Sea, their hearing the articulate pronun-
ciation
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ciation of the ten commandments from Mount
Sinat, their being fed with manna forty years,
and many others, and he muft be fenfible that the
moft {tupid of mankind could never have bees {o
grofsly impofed upon. With refpeét to the books
containing an account of thefe miracles, there 1s as
much evidence of their being written by Mofes,
and of their being publifhed while the events
were recent, as there i1s of the genuinenefs and
antiquity of any other writings whatever, whether
we conflider their internal or external evideuce.

If 1t be {uppofed that the books were written in
any later period, it muft be fo much the more difh-
cult to account for the nation receiving them as
antient and genuine writings, and their fubmitting
to the laws and inftitutions prefcribed in them,
during the time of their extreme pronenefs to
idolatry, which certainly continued till the Baby-
lonith captivity ; and after this time all attempts
to impofe upon the nation fuch books as thofe of
the Old Teltament, muft have been in vain. Leta
{imilar attempt be made with refpeét to any other
nation in the world, and let the event determine.

Independently of the difliculty of impofing upon
any nation in fuclh a manner as the Jews mult

have been impofed upon, and with refpect to fadts
notorioully
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riotorioufly true, or notorioufly falfe, there 1s fure-
ly foine difficulty in accounting for Mofes, or any
other Jew, delivering fuch a {yftem of religion
and laws as his books contain, a {yltem f{o totally
different from thofe of z2ll other neighbouring
nations, and {o much {fuperior to them, without
any fuperior advantage with refpe‘t to genius or
education. When all other nations without ex-
ception were devoted to the worfhip of a multipli-
city of deities, and practiced the moft abominable
and cruel rites, how came Mofes alone to teach
the do&rine of one God, the {ole creator and go-
vernor of all things, and that he was to be wor-
fhipped by rites entirely free from all impurity or
cruelty ¢ How came the religion of the Hebrews
to be the enly one in all antiquity that was favour-
able to purity of morals, and, what is perhaps
more extraordinary f{till, free from the fuperfti-
tions of divination, magic, and necromancy, to
which all antient nations without exception, were
addicted. It is an ignorance of nature, or the
real caufes of events, that is the parent of all this
fuperitition. But how came Mof{es, and the Jews,
to be more knowing in this refpelt than the Egyp-
ttans, the Greeks, or the Romans ?

The fame and ftill greater difficulties occur,
with refpect to Chriftianity, and the hiftory of its

promu!-
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promuigation, which muft be wholly overlooked
by unbelievers , and yet compared with them all
the dificulties that remain upon the minds of
Chriftians, confiderable as they are confefled to
be, are as nothing. If Jefus and the Apoftles
worked no real miracles, how came {fo many thou-
fands of the nation of the Jews, averfe as it is well
known they were to their pretenfions, to believe
that they did ; when it was at the hazard of every
thing dear to them 1n lite, and even of life 1delf,
that they profefled their belief ? How were the
eyes, the ears, and other {enfes of thofe Jews who
were cotemporary with Jefus and the Apoftles
impofed upon; as they muft have been if no mi-
racles were really wrought? For this was not
a bufinefs of reafoning and argumentation, with
refpe&t to which it is acknowledged rhat it might
not be difficult for one man to impofe upon others.

If 1t be {aid that the cotemporaries of Jefus, and
of the Apoftles were not impofed upon, but that
the impofition began at a . later period, the difi-
culty will be much increafed. Becaufe, when-
ever the {tory was told as a thing that took place
in zime pa/?, 1t muit have been well known that
no evidence of it exifted. If {uch books as thofe
of the Evangelilts and the Ad&s of the Adpoftles
were firft publifhed at this day, could it be poilible

1 G
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to make them reccived as antient and genuine
writings, aurhentic and true hiftories ¥ And could

a fingle man be found who would rifk his liberty,
or his life, for his faith in them?r

If the writings of the Apoftles be fpurious, it
will not be denied that the epiftles of Pliny are
genuine, and from them it appears that Chrifti-
anity was the general belief of the province of
Bythinia, and probably of all Afia Minor in his
time. And could this have been the cafe if 1ts
origin had not been prior to his time, and inleed
ag early as the Evangelical hiftory fuppofes it to

have been.

If the Gofpels, and the A&s of the Apolftles,
do not contain, a true hiftory, the Epiftles of
Paul, Peter, James, and John, muft be {purious
too. But let any perfon of common fagacity
perufe them, with the leaft artention, and fay
whether they bear any marks of forgery, and
whether they do not as {iritly correfpond to the
events and circumitances of the times in which
thofe men lived, as the Epifties of Cicero do to the
incidents of his life, and confequently whether they
be not as great a confirmation of the Gofpel hifto-
1y, as his Epiflties :re of the Roman ? There can-

not be a dcubt burt that the writers of thofe Epii-
tles,
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tles, whoever they were, were very different from
one another, and from the Author of the Adts of
the Apoftles. So complex a forgery as this muft
have beeca, if it be a forgery, is far beyond the
powers of man ; and yet the writers difcover no
marks of fuperior ability.

But, independently of thefe difiiculties refpe&-
ing matters of hiftory, how could it have been in
the power of a Jewifh carpenter, with fithermen for
his principal affiftants and followers, to impofe upon
the Jewifh nation and the world, as he did. How
came fuch a perfon as ke to form fo {ublime and
juft ideas of God and of virtue, and efpecially to
teach the doftrine of a future ftate with more
diftin&tnefs and authority than any man who had
ever preceded him ? And it muft be confidered that
the doftrine of Jefus on this {ubjeét was that of
the refurreftion of the dead at a future period,
a do&rine the moft improbable 1n itfelf, and fun-
damentally different from the doétrine of the {oul
furviving the body, on which principle only the
heathen philofophers taught a future {tate. How
came this Jewifh carpenter, and his followers, to
effe&t fuch a revolution in the religious {yltem of
all the civilized part of the world, as had never
been attempted, or thought of, by any man be-

fore him?r
2 ' Are
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Are not thefe dificulties, and many others
might be added to them, of a very ferious nature?
and yet they do not feem to have occurred to the
generality of unbelievers. . Indeed, they feem not
to have had a fufficient knowledge of faéts in an-
tient hiltory to be apprized of them ; and the few
who have mentioned, or alluded to, any of them
do not appear to have confidered them with atten-
tion, as becomes philofophers, but have con-
tented themfelves with giving the moft fuperficial
and unfatisfa&tory anfwers ; afcribing the belief of
the miracles above-mentioned to the general cre-
dulity of mankind. But, in other cafes, men do
not content themfielves with afligning general
caufes for particular effets. And, credulous as
men fometimes are, they cannot be made to be-
lieve any thing, efpecially things which they have
no predifpofition te believe, and by perfons to
whom they are not previoully difpofed to give
credic. A caufe fhould be afligned for their cre-
dulity in every particular cafe. Tor every {peci-
fic effe& muft have a fpecific caufe; the human
mind being {fubjelt -to as regular laws as any
thing elfe in nature.

In general, T doubt not, the inattention of un-
believers to {uch confiderations as thofe above-

nentioned arifes from fomething in their charaéter,
C and
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and habits of life, unfavourable to them ; habirts
which render them averfe to the dorines of re-
vealed rehgion, fo thar they fecretly with they
may not be true. But the {fame efteét may be
produced trom a turn of mind which leads men
to look at the dark fide of every thing, and to
tear, and fufpe&, that every thing they wifh to be
true may prove falfe. In thar ftate of mind,
they will always incline to dwell on the objeéions
to revealed religion, rather than on the direé evi-
dence for its truth ; and the confequence of this
attention to the one in preference to the other,
may be a ftate of fcepticifm and incredulity; and
thus fome very worthy and well difpofed perfons
may clafs with unbelievers. But they are com-

paratively few.

That this is a very poilible cale, we fee with
refpet to other things. How many perfons are
there in circumftances in which any f{tranger
would cenclude thar they muit be happy, and
have great enjoyment of themielves? And yet, for
want of attending to thefe circumitances, and per-
petually dwelling upon things that are unfavour-
able to them, they are far from being happy. On
the contrary, they are continually complaining; at
the fame ume that the things they complain of ap-

N N

near to all their friends to be very inconfiderable.
From
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From whatever turn of mind it be that perfons
are led to give more attention to the objeltions to
revelation than to the evidences for its truth, they
will lean to the fide of {cepticifin and infide'ity.
But, in the eye of reafon, and of God, infidelity
arifing from thefe very different caufes will be re-
garded in a very diflerent light.  In fome it will
be an argument of profligacy, in others of anxiety

and timidity.

Thart the infidelity of Mr. Volney, and probably

that of many orher perfons in France, has arifen
from inattention, and grofs ignorance, whatever
was the caufe of it, is evident to every perfon in
the leaft converfant witly antient hiftory. Tor he
fuppofes that no fuch perfon as Jefus Chrft ever
exifted. Whereas, had he been at all acquainted
with the hiftory of the times in which Chrii-
tianity was promulgated, whether written Dy
Chriftians or others, he could have had no more
doubt of the exiftence of Jefus Chrilt, whatever
he had thought of his miracles, than of that of
Julius Czefar. It is as much in vain to argue with
fuch a perfon as this, as with a Chinefe, or even

a Hottengot.

Many unbelievers will {ay, and I doubt not with

truth, that they have read both the {criptures
C2 them-
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them{elves and the beft defences of revelation
that have been recommended to them, and yet
icc mo reafon to believe mm it. To this nothing
can be replied, but that, in the {tates of mind
that I have defcribed, it is impoflible for them to
give what deferves to be called a dwe attention to
any juflt reprefentation of things. The words in
which they are expreffed may be heard, or read,
but the mind may be {o pre-occupied, that it fhall
be impoflible for them to make their proper im-
preflion; and the belt arguments may be no fooner
heard, or read, than they fhall be entirely for-
gotten, or wholly negleéted, fo that they fhali
have no more ¢ffeé, than if they had never been
prefented to the mind at all.

The poflibility of wholly overlooking things,
even with the eyes open, and the objeét immedi-
ately Dbcfore them, we fee 1n perfons who are
{earching for particular plants, or other objeéts,
among things of a fimilar nature. A hundred
things may come in view in the courfe of this
fearch, but not being particularly noticed, the
perfon, who neverthelefs mu/? have {cen them,
{hall not be able to recolle&t his having {een
themy at all.  The fame is the cale with a
pcrion who perufes a book with a parucular
view, or a particular bias, upon his mind. He

does
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docs not fee, at leaft he does not regard, any
thing but what he is purpofely looking for, and
wifhes to find; and yet he may not be confcious
to himfelf of any partiality or bias at all. In this
cafe it is hardly poflible for the mind to perceive
its own delufion, and there feems to be no remedy

in the cafe.

It 1s, however, every man’s intereflt, and there-
fore fhould be his endeavour, to kecep his mind
as free from prejudice as poflible, in order that
every truth may meet with no obitruétion to its
reception with him; and I think the following con-
{ideration may, perhaps, be of fome ufe to enable
a perfon to diftinguith whether his mind be under
any unfavourable prejudice with refpe&t to re-
vealed religion, or not.

Whatever appears advantageous to us, we na-
turally wifh to obtain. Now to a virtuous and
well difpofed mind, the defire of having his exift-
ence continued, that he may {ee more and more of
the admirable fyftem of which he forms a part,
and enjoy his being with encreafing advantage, 1s
{furely unavoidable, if any thing be fo. He will,
therefore, naturally wifh that Chriftianity, which
alone holds out this glorious profpeét to virtuous

C 3 men,
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men, {hould be true. It cannot, ifit be duly confi-
dered, appear to be a matter of indifference to
any man, like a mere {peculative truth, a propo-
fiton 1 Geometry, or Algebra, in which he has
no intereft.  Alfo, every perfon muft know whe-
ther he has this wifh, or not. For, if he duly ap-
prechend the great obje&, he muft have a very
carnelt wifh that Chriftianity may be true; and if he
do give up the belicf of it, it will be with fenfible
regret.

Now it appears to me, that few of the unbe-
lievers that 1 have ever converfed with have any
concern about the matter, or rather they wifh that
Chriftianity may nct be true. F¥For they rejoice,
and triumph, in every {eeming refutation of 1t. 1
thercfore conclude, that they are in fuch a ftate of
mind as inclines them to wifth that it may not be
true, probably from fufpeéting that they fhould be
rather lofers than guainers in confequence of it.
They therefore prefer even annihilation to the
prof;eét of that future ftate of retribution which
Chriftianity holds out to them ; and from a diflike
of the fubjeét, they apply to other ftudies, and
engagc in other purfuits, which enurely preclude
all attenti'n ro this, though in 1tfelf certainly the
moft important, and the moft inicrefting, of all
others,

To
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To a perfon of a thoughtful and {peculative turn
of mind, capable of enlarged and extenfive views
of things, the fcriptures prefent {uch an idea of
the condu& of Providence, as he cannot abandon
without peculiar regret. To an unbeliever in
Chriftianity and a future ftate, the ways of God,
if he believe'in any God at all, muit appear ex-
ceedingly dark. He neither knows how things
came into being, nor to what they tend, and his
own perfonal intereft and importance in the great
icheme 1s as nothing. Butr revelation opens a
great, a glorious, and moft animating profpeét,
and one in which every individual has the greate{t
perfonal intereft. We are there informed con-
cerning the origin of the human race, of their final
deftination, and of many particulars of the vaft
plan of Providence, including the divine miflions
of Mofes and of Chrift, the great objeét of which
was to form men to virtue here, and to happinefs

hereafter.

We alfo learn in the {criptures, that all the
evils of life, the contemplation of which cannot
but perplex and diftrefs the ferious unbeliever, are
only a part of that dilcipline which is neceflary to
the great end above.mentioned. We therefore
{feec the hand, the benevolent hand, of God, in

Ca cvery
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every thing ; and though in a ftate of trouble and
perfecution, can go on our way refoicing. In the
hiftory of revelation, we fee the artention which
God has given to men, in affording them light by
degrees, and as they were able to bear it; in-
ftru¢ting them more or lefs from the beginning
of the world, giving them more diftinét and im-
portant leflons by Mofes and the prophets, and

completing the whole icheme by Chrift and the
Apoftles.

By the light of Revelation we have the pleafing
profpe&t of the gradual improvement of the whole
human race, in their progrefs from darknefs to
light, from ignorance to knowledge, and from a
ftate of barbarity and perpetual hoftility, to a ftate
of univerfal peace, virtue, and happinefs, in which
we are affured that this world is to terminate.

Now, what has an unbcliever to contemplate
in comparifon with thefe, and other great views,
which revelation holds our to us, the contempla-
tion of which tends to elevate and enoble the
mind, fo as to make a man a fuperior kind of be-
ing to a perfon who has no knowledge or beliet
of them? I cannot help concluding, therefore,
that a man who voluntarily fhuts his eyes to this

profpeét,
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profpeé, muft have a ftrong bias upon his mind,
and of a very unworthy kind; and if he does it
it involuntarily, and with regret, he will not do it
without great hefitation, and the moit fenfible

COIICCrIl.

Let the unbeliever then be ingenuous, and {ay
whether he really fee/s this concern, or not. If
he be infenfible to the great views I have men-
tioned, I fhall conclude that his mind is in a low
and degraded ftate; and that, whatever elfe he
may know, he is deftitute of the very elements of
a right judgment in #/5is cafe, and muit be left to
his own delufions. On the whole, I cannot help
concluding with Or. Hartley, (Obferwations on
Man, vol. i1. p. 19o) tnat ¢ notwith{tanding the
¢ great prevalence of infidelity, in modern times,
¢¢ it is feldom found to confift with an accurate
‘¢ knowledge of antient hiftory, facred and pro-
‘¢ fane, and never with an exalted piety and de-
¢ yotion to God.”

If we confider the objeftions that have been
made to revelation by the moft celebrated unbe-
licvers, we fhall find them to be of fuch a nature,
as to argue no great attention to the fubjedt, or

fuch an examination as hiftorical evidence necel-
farily
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farily requires. By fome preferiptive* arguments,
which may be formed in a very fhort time, they
fave themiclves the trouble of that accurate in-
quiry into the {tate of fa&ts which cannot be made
without time and patience, but which the dif-
cuflion of the evidences of revelation abfolutely

requires.

The great queftion between believers and un-
behevers in revelation, is whether it was poffible,
confiftently with the principles of human nature,
as we now find them, and as we muft all take it for
granted they ever lave been, for {uch numbers
of perfsns as the whole Jewith nation confifted of
at their departure from Egypt, and {c many thou-
fands of Jews at Jerufalem at the time of the pro-
mulgation of Chriitianity, as were then converted
to it, to have beclieved the miracles recorded
in the Scriptures, when they required nothing
more than the evidence of the {fenfes, and when
they had every motive that men could have to
afcertain the truth of the fadts, and yet that there

* Tertullian wrote a treatife entitled De Przferiptione, n
which, without confidering the arguments of the Xeretics
of his time, he endcavoured to prove that they could not
be in the right, as their tenets were not held in the churches

that were tounded by the apoltles.

{hould
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{hould have been no truth in them. "this, the
believer fays, would e a greater miracle than any
that the hiftory of revelation fuppofes. Now
this has never been attempted by unbelievers.
Neor, indeed, has the cafe it{elf been properly no-
ticed by them ; having contented themielves with
alcribing this great effect, in a random and arbi-
trary manner, to the credulity of mankind, with-
out endcavouring to thew that, in any {imilar cir-
cumftances, mankind have difcovered the f{ame
credu'ity. This will appear if we confider, as I
briefly thall do, the general turn of their argu-

INICIILS.

1. Moft unbelievers have endeavoured to prove
that, without any examination of the particular
fa&s, on which the truth of the Jewifh and Chrif-
tian revelations reft, we muy take it for granted,
that thofe religions cannot be true ; being, as they
conceive, in {everal refpelts, unworthy of God,
and inconfitent with the diftates of natural reli-
gion. But what would philofophers fay if, upon
the publication of any new falt, or appearance in
nature, no attention fhould be paid to the evi-
dence produced in favour of it, but it {hould be
treated as a thing that was impoflible, a priori,
and therefore undeferving of examination ¢ Many

phenomena in nature appear at firft fight to be
incon-
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incounfiftent, as thole of magnetifm and ele@ricity,
and many in chemiftry, with the law of graviia-
tion, which are not fo in reality, and only fhew
that we have been too hafty in drawing general
conclufions, which now require to be modified,
the fadts in both the cafes being unqueftionable.

What do we know of nature, or the Author of
Nature, but from fa&s¢ The firlt thino, there-
fore, thar is to be domne, is to enquire into the
truth of the fa&s; and if the evidence be fuffi-
cient to eftablith #4is, we mufl leave the queftion
of their confiftency, or inconfiftency, with other
falts to fubfequent difcuflion, however we may
be induced by any new appearances to correét
the conclufions we may have drawn from pre-

ceding ones.

Dedudtions concerning the moral attributes of
God from the works of nature, are by no means
{o eafy, and certain, as from fa&ts in the hiftory of
his tranfadtions with men; and there is no procefs
of inveftigation fo familiar to the mind, as that
by which we judge of human teftimony. How
then can we be authorifed to fay that what is
fully afcertained, by indifputable evidence, to have
been al&tually done, or {faid, by the Divine Being,

evidenced by fuch works as only the Author of
nature
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nature could do, is inconfiltent with any thing
that the mere light of nature teaches us concern-
ing him ?

In fa&, they who rejeét revelation on this pre-
tence, firft form an idea of the Supreme Being
from their own imaginations, and not from the
produ&ions of nature, and then conclude that cer-
tain things afcribed to him 1n the fcriprure hiftory
are unworthy of him. Baut if the hiftory be {ufli-
cicntly authenticated, the feemingly anomalous
parts in the Divine conduét {hould be treated like
fimilar anomalies in natural appearances, and in the
conduét of providence ; leading us only to limit
and modify former conclufions, which were before
too general. At leaft, they fhounld not be at once
oiven up as falfe, but be coniidered as difficultics,
on which future obfervation may throw f{ome

hight.

But that the moral chara&er of the Divine
Being, as deduced from revelation, is, on the
whole, taking the great outline of it, free from all
rcafonable objeltion, is what no perfon can deny.
Nothing 1s more clearly inferred from the light of
nature, than what we learn in the fcriptures con-
cerning the Author of nature, viz. that God is
one, that he is himfelt the maker and governor

e
Ot
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of all things, that he is infinitely powerful, wife,
and good, that he is a Being of the ftriéeft vera-
city, that he is merciful to the penitent, that he
1s a lover of virtue and a hater of vice, and that
he will reward the one, and punifh the other, if
not in this life, yet furely in another. Tt is im-
poflible to read the feriptures in the moft fuperfi-
cial manner, without forming this 1dea of God;
and a thoufand doubts concerning the reéhitude
or the goodnefs of God will arife from confidering
the works of nature, for one that can occur to
the moft prejudiced perfon to any of the moral
attributes of God from the hiltory of revelation.

The general inferences, therefore, above-men-
tioned, fhould remain with us (even more than the
belief of the goodnefs of God from the works
of nature) whatever we may be able to make of
fome particular circumftances which feem to be
at variance with them. DBut 1t appears to me,
that all the oojeftions that have been made of this
kind, the principal of which relates to the exter-
mination of the Canaanites, are eafily and {atisfac-
torily anfwered. However, the objeltion to the
whole of revelation from an attention to parti-
cular obje&tionable parts, requires no time, or
Jabour of examination, and {fuppoles only the moft

{uperficial knowledge.
2. Other
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2, Other perfons become unbelievers from fee-

ing {fuch doétrines maintained by believers, as they
fee to be contrary to common fenfe, and fuch

abufes of other kinds as they find n all the civil
eftablifhments of Chiriftianity, and which are highly
injurious to civil fociety ; taking it for grantred that
fuch doétrines, and fuch abufes, are authorifed by
the Chriftian religion.  They more particularly
revolt at the do&rine of tranfubflantiation, held
by all Catholics, and that of the #7inity, by moft
Proteftants, and at the excellive power aflumed by
the popes, and indeed by priefts of moft Chriftian
communions. But, furely, in a matter of this
moment, every man oughr, at lealt, to take the
pains to {fee with his own eyes, and to judge,
by the rules of fair criticifm, whether fuch doc-
trines be contained in the fcriptures, and whether
fuch abufes be autherifed by Chrift and the

Apoftles.

It has hitherto been unfortunately mamrained
by almoft all Chriftians, that the fcriptures are
divinely infpired ; and this being aflumed by un-
believers, every impropriety of fentiment in the
writers, and the {lightelt contradi&tioss in the hif-
tory, fufficiently authorife them, as they  think,
to reject the whole. But they fhould, at leaft,

fee wherther the writers presend to fuch infpira-
tion,
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tion, which they evidently do not; or if they did,
they might be miftaken with refpeét to that cir-
cumfitance, as they give no evideuce of it, and the
hiftory be in the main as authenrtic as any other

whatever.

In all thefe cafes, a perfon taking it for grant-
ed that revelation cannot be true, takes no pains
to inform himfelf concerning the evidence of the
faéts, which would require much reading, and
patient 1avelftigation, and confequently much zime.
He does not fo much as read the {criptures them-
felves, or only looks into them in the molt {fuper-
ficial manner ; fo that, befides knowing nothing of
the external evidence, he has no perception of
that internal evidence, which could not fail to
ftrike a diligent and nnpartial reader,

The only unbeliever who appears to me to have
had any idea of the wroe ftate of the queftion be-
tween believers and uabelievers, 1s Mr Gibbon.
Being acquainted with hiftory, he faw no reafon
to entertain any doubrt with refpeé to the circum-
{tances in which Chriftiunity is faid to have been
promulgated in the Gofpels, and the Adts of
the Apoftles, and confequently the rapidity
with which it fpread through the moft diltant

provinces of the Roman cmpire. He could not
2 deny
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deny the remarkable fa&, that a few unlearned
men, of a defpifed nation, conceived fuch ideas
refpeéing the enlightening and reforming of the
world, as had never occurred to the greateft phi-
lofophers of the moft celebrated nations, and that
they fucceeded mr the bold defign, having propa-
gated the new rehgion with unexampled fuccefs in
the learned and civilized, as well as the unlearned
and uncivilized, parts of the world, and this not-
withitanding the greateft fufferings to which they
and their followers were univerfally expofed ; {o
that there could not have been wanting any motive
to the moft rigorous examination of the faéts on
which 1t was founded, and while they were all re-
cent. He therefore thought it neceflary to give
kis ideas of the caufes of this wonderful event.
For he could not but be fenfible, that every effeét
requires an adequate caufe. But the lamenefs of
his account betrays the moft extreme prejudice,
amounting to a total incapacity of forming a right
judgment in the cafe.

Mr Gibbon with great ferioufnefs afcribes the
rapid fpread of Chriftianity chiefly to the zecal of
its advocates, the {triétnefs of their dilcipline, and
the promifes of happinefs in an.ther world, which
the new religion held out to men. But this s no

more than, with the Indian, placing the world upon
1) the
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the elephant, without knowing that the elephant
was fupported by the tortoife. For he gives no
account at all of the caufe of the great zeal of
the primitive Chriftians, of the {triétnefs of their
difcipline, or how {fo many perfons were induced to
believe thefe flattering promifes of future happi-
nefs, fo as to live and die in the firm belief of it.
Confeauently, the great difficulty of the ready re-
ception of the gofpel, and the rapid {pread of Chrif-
tianity, without being fupported by miracles, re-
mains jult as he found it, wholly unaccounted
for. The gofpel hiftory clearly accounts for
every thing that took place. Bur if that hiftory
be falfe, if no miracles were ever wrought, the
belief of thofe miracles, by perfuns {fo indifpofed
to the reception of Chriftianity as both the Jews
and Gentiles of that age evidently were, was ab-
{olutely impoflible, on any known principles of
human nature; confequently, 2 much greater mira-
cle is in reality admitted by unbelievers, than any
that the gofpel hiftory fuppofes, and a miracle
without any rational objet whatever.

A zealous Chriftian has no reafon to be alarm-
ed at the prefent prevalence of infidelity,. Having
no doubt of the truth of his religion, he is confident
that it will finally prevail, and by its own evidence,
when it comes to be attended to, bear down all op-

poiitiorn.
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pofition. It will be fufficiently evident to all im-
partial perfons, even thofe who have not the
leifure, or the means, of entering into the hifto-
rical inveftigation themfelves, that the truly in-
telligent, the inquifitive, the candid, and the
virtuous, will be the friends of revelation ; and
that the firm belief of it tends to form a cha-
racter {uperior to that of unbelievers, infpiring
a dignity and elevation of mind incompatible
with any thing mean or bafe. The true Chrift
tian, having a conitant refpe& to God, a pro-
vidence, and a future ftate, feels himfelf Jefs in-
terefted in the things that excite the avarice,
the ambition, and other bafe paflions of men,
and confequently his mind, elevated by devo-
tion, more ealily expands itfelf into univerfal
benevolence, and all the heroic virtues that are
connefted with it. The Chriflian, believing that
every thing under the government of God will
have a glorious termination, in univerfal virtue
and univerfal happinefs, eafily yields himielf the
willing inftrument in the hands of providence,
for {fo great a purpofe; and confidering himfelf as
a worker together with God, he will live a life of
habitual devorion, and benevolence ; {entiments
which are inconfiftent with a propenfity to a fen-
fual and irregular indulgence.

D 2 On
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On the other hand, the generality of unbelievers
will appear to be perfons o whom the fubjeé of
religion is, on fome account or other, unpleafant,
who, therefore, give but little attention to it, or
to 1ts evidence, and therefore, cannot be deemed
competent judges of them, whatever be their
ability, or knowledge, in other refpeéts. A great
proportion of them, it cannot be denied, are alfo
profligate, and licentious in their manners; and
feldom or never looking to God, or a providence,
they muft have their views greatly contracted, and
of courfe thew other fymptoms of a little and nar-

YOW mind.

Thus Chriftianity will ferve to difcriminate the
charaters of men. It will be cheerfully em-
braced by the worthieft and the beft of men, and
it will be the means of making them worthier and
better, while it will be rejected by the unworthy,
and this rejedtion, accompanied with a lefs reftrain-
ed indulgence of their appetites, and their giving
with more eagernefs into a variety of worldly pur-
fuits, will tend to debafe their chara&er {till more.
And, from the knowledge that I have of men, it
is evident to me that this 1s the cafe in faét.

That Chriﬁianity. fhould have this two fold ef-

se&t, is not extraordinary. It is neceflarily the cafe,
in
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in the wife plan of Providence, with every other
means of virtuous improvement. Neither proi-
perity nor adverfity are ever {ent in vain, never
leaving any man as they found him, but always
making him either bétter, or worfe. Profperity
may either make a man moré grateful to God,
and more benevolent to man; or it may make him
proud, infolent, and unfecling ; and adverfity may
either make him humble and refigned, or fretful,
peevifh, and malevolent.

The intelligent Chriftian will likewife fece a va-
luable purpofe anfwered by the. prefent prevalence
of infidelity. It is a f{triking fulfilment of the pro-
phecies of our Saviour, who, though he foretold
that his church fhould never fail, likewife inti-
mated that, at his fecond coming, he ibould not
find much faith in the earth. It is likewile a con-
firmation of what the apoltles have written con-
cerning the apoftacy of the latter days. In the
mean time the prevalence of inifidelity 1s the moft
efficacious means of purifying our rcligion from the
abufes and corruptions which at prefent debafe it,
and efpecially of overturning the civileftablithments
of Chriftianity in all Chriftian countries, where-
by the kingdom of Chrift has been made a king-
dom of this world, havinz been made {ubfervient
to the corrupt policy of men, and in every refpect

. 1> 3 the
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the reverfe of what it originally was. Thus are
unbelievers employed by divine providence to re-
form the Chriftian Church ; and they will do it
far more effeftually than any of its friends would
have done, and this will pave the way for its uni-
verfal prevalence hereafter. Thus the corrup-
tions and abufes of Chriftianity produce infidelity,
and this infidelity is the means, 1n the wile order
of Frovidence, of the complete cure of thofe cor-
rurrions and abufes, with only a temporary and
particl njury to that religion, of which they are
{o great an incumbrance. |
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LETTER L

GENTLEMEN,

THE reprefentatives of your nation,
zealous to diftinguifh themfelves as the patrons
of liberty, and the friends of the opprefled and
perfecuted, in every part of the world, have doze
me the honour of making me a citizen of France ;
and many of your departments, conceiving much
too bighly of me, and miftaking my talents, did mé
the farther honour of inviting me to take J.{ea,t'-
in your prefent Conventional Aflembly. Though,
confcious of my incapacity to difcharge the duties
of this appointment, and unwilling to “abandon a :

‘ D4 a fituation, | °

.
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a fituation of {ome ufefulnefs in this céuntry, I
declined rbis honour, I accepted with gratitude
that of citizenfbip for myfelf, as well as for my
ion; and, willing to do every thing 1n my power
for the country that has fo generoufly adopted
me, I fhall run the ritk of being lefs favourably
thought of by {ome of you, by addrefling you on
a {fubje& which I conceive to be of infinite impor-
tance to a.l mankind, though 1t appears to be too
much overlooked, or grofsly mifunderftood, by
the greate{t part of the French nation. You to
whem 1 particulariy addrefs thefe Letters, viz. the
Philojophers and Politictuns, will {mile, and {ome
of you pernans will proceed, no farther, when I fay
that this {fubjedt is that of religion.

I am well aware that the very term religion will
give many of you difguft. Nor do I wonder at
it, when I confider how much the thing has been
abufed, and how much the ihterefted and artful
have availed themfelves of the ignorance and cre-
dulity of the reft of the world with refpeét to it,
fo that the grofleft impofitions have long paffed

for {erious truth.

| Such, however, you well know to have been

~.the'cafe with refpect to philofophy, and efpecially

chemiftry, though the age of myftery and decep-
| _ tion
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tion in this bufinefs is now over, and rational and
ufeful {cience has taken place of {folemn preten-
fions, abfurd fyftems, and idle tricks. But be-
caufe we now hear no more of the art of fran/-
muting metals, or of the elixir vite, which were
the great objelts of the chemifts of the laft age,
do we abandon every thing that bears the name
of chemiftry ¢ Neither, then, ought we to difcard
every thing that bears the name ot réligion, be-
caufe we have exploded {uperftition and prieft-
craft.

The objelts of religion are unqueftionably of
infinite magnitude, compared to which every thing
relating to philofophy and chemiftry 1s as nothing.
If there be a God, a providence, and a future
{tate, which are the objeés of religion, it muft be
of the greatelt confequence to men to be apprized
of them. For befides that they are fubjelts of the
greateft fublimity in themfelves, and moft deferving
of our attention and contemplation as rational be-
ings, our knowledge of them is of eminent ufe to
dire& our prattice, and enable us to fecure our
greatelt happinefs.

I am far, however, from being willing to daz-
zle your minds with a difplay of the magnitude,

and interefting nature, of the obje&ts that I would
recommena
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recommend to your atrention. Be as much upon
your guard againft deception as you poffibly can.
It behoves you to be {o, and the more, in propor-
tion to the importance of the fubjeét. But be
upon your guard alfo againft deep-rooted preju-
dices with refpe& to a fubjet that yon mufit ac.-
knowledge you have not much confidered. Take
nothing for granted, either from your nurfes,
from bold atheiftical writers, who abound among
you, or from myfelf. But whatever means
you.apply to detelt error, and inveftigate truth,
in other cafes, apply them here; and admit no-
thing for truth but when the reafons in favour of
it {hall be fuperior to thofe againit it.

I will even put the matter on this fair ifflue. I
invite you to admit nothing but what fhall appear
to be leaft contrary to natural analogy, and confe-
quently to probability. For I maintain thate, as un-
believers in revealed religion, you admit what is
more contrary to common experience, and datly
obfervation, than 1 do. I well know you laugh
at the idea of miracles ; but 1 fay rhat it will be
found, upon inquiry, that you believe in greater
miracles than myfelf. This you muft acknow-
ledse to be a fair ifflue, and upon this 1 freely
put every queftion between us.

]l am, &ec.
LETTER
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LETTER IL

Of the Being of a God.

GENTLEMEN,

» i HEN I fay that there isa God, 1

mean that there is an intelligent author of nature,
and 1 maintain that it 1s moft agreeable to natural
analogy to admit this. Becaufe marks of defign,
which we univerfally confider as indications of
mind, are as confpicuous in the works of nature,

as 1n thofe of art.

Would any perfon, after confidering the ftruec-
ture and obvious ufe of a zelefcope, maintain that
it was made without any defign, and not intended
to give us a diftinét view of remote objeéts ; and
therefore that it does not prove the exiftence of
a mind 1n which that defign was formed, previous
to the conftruftion of the inftrument? Can the
fame perfon, then, comnfider the {truéture of the
eye, and not fay that /# was a work of defign alfo,
its ufe being exaltly fimilar to that of the telef-
cope, and at leaft as well adapted to anfwer its

end £ Are not, alfo, hands, feer, and every other
part
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part of the human body, as clearly adapted to an-
fwer their {everal purpofes? May not the fame
obfervation be made with refpe to every part of
nature? Is not every thing we fee a part of one
great whele? Does there not, then, exift a mind
capable of comprehending this whole, and a caufe
that produced the whole? Is it not as abfurd to
fay that the vifible univerfe had no caufe without
it{elf, as that a telefcope had none ?

Whatever difficulty may attend the farther
queition, what was the caufe of this caufe, thus far
we proceed on the clearelt grounds, following the
molt indubitable analogies ; and, difficult as it may
be to conceive that this great caufe of all things
exilts, and has exifted, wncaufed from all eternity,
it is not {o difficulc as to believe that any thing
could begin to he without any caufe ; f{ince this
you cannot but acknowledge to be an abfolute
tmpoflibility. ¥or if ever there was a time when
nothing had exifted, nothing could have exifted.
The a&ual exiftence, therefore, of fuch a world
as this, of which we make a part, a world which
bears every poflible mark of the moft exquifite de-
fign, 1s an irrefragable proof that there exifts, and
has exifted from all eternity, a Being poflefled of
a mind capable of comprehending it, and that
muft be deemed the proper author of 1t.

That
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That we do not fee this great Being, is no evi-
dence of his non-exiftence. For as many things
do not affe&@ fome of our {fenfes, which are the in-
lets of all our ideas, others may elude them all.
Nor is it of any moment whatever in what kind
of fubffance the attributes of power and intelli-
gence, which we muft afcribe to the author of the
vifible univerfe, refide. In fa&t, we know no-
thing of any /ubflance, having no. idea of any
thing but what we call properiies, which as we
fay, inhere in, or belong to, the feveral #hings, or
Jubftances, that we are acquainted with. It 1s
enough for us that there are évident marks of de-
fign in what we lee, to, infer the exiftence of & de-
figning caufe, whatever that caufe be, and whe-
ther, with refpect to its {fubftance, it be vifible or
mvifible, tangible or intangible, &c. &c. &c.

I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER I

Of the Attributes and Providence of God.

ADMITTING the being of a God,
or a principle of intelligence in the Univerfe, we
muft judge of the d¢/igns of this Being as we

would of thofe of any other, viz. by the charadter
of his works. And the works of nature, I think

you cannot but admit with me, are the works of
a benewvolent author ; all percipient creatures be-
ing formed capable of enjoyments fuited to their
nature, and furnifhed with the means of procuring
them, and alfo of avoiding, or mirigating, the
evils to which they are neceflarily expofed.

The more we {eec into the ceconomy of nature,
the more {enfible we are that all evil is fubfervient
to good, and, as far as we can judge, infeparable
from it; {o that, for any thing that appears, the
moft benevolent Being would not have conftituted
the univer{e otherwife than as it is. That we fhould
not be able to fee the ufes of all particular evils,

and fhould not be able to comprehend the whole
of
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of fo immenfe a fyftem as that of the univerfe,
cannot appear {urprifing, when one man is not
always able, without particular inftruétion, to

comprehend the works of another man.

It is alfo moft agreeable to analogy to afcribe
the whole univerfe to one author, on account of the
uniformity that is evident throngh the whole, and

the fubferviency of one part to another, immenie
as this great whole is, and incomprehenfible as

the great Author of it muft be. If it would be
unreafonable to fuppofe that one being formed
the head of a man, another the hands, and others
the remaining parts of the body, equully unrea-
fonable would it be to fuppofe that one bcing
formed the earth, another the plants, another the
fcwls, and others the land and f{ea animals be-
longing to it; fince they are all iniuimately related
to, and connefted with, each other, and in fu&
are only parts of one whele. It we carry our
views farther, we fhall fee the reafoniblenefs of
concluding that the earth and the moon, the fun
and the planetary fyftem, nay the {yftems of funs,
and every thing comprifed in the whole univeife,
had but one and the fame author ; fince the fa.ue
law of oravitaion, and prob.’.ly many other laws,
connect chem all,

Farther

"
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Farther, as no intelligent being does any thing
without {fome view, or defign, we muft conclude
that every thing in nature has its fpecific and pro-
per ufes ; that nothing was formed in vain; the
mofit inconfiderable article, as it may appear to us,
being as eflential to the whole as the larger and
more prominent parts. And as the laws of na-
ture muft be intimately known to the Author of
them, he muft forefee every thing that can come
to pafs, and muft have planned every thing that

comes to pafs from the beginning, fo that nothing
can ever oppofe his defign. 'This is what we call
the doétrine of an univerfal and particular Provi-

dence, or the adaptation of all things, and of all
events, to the defigns of that great Being who
planned, and who prefides over, the whole. This
is a truth no lefs clear and indubitable, than it is

{fublime and confounding to our under{tandings.

I frequently read the writings of your atheiftical
philofophers, that I may clearly underftand, and
enter into, your views and feelings. I with you
would do the fame with refpe& to. our writings.
In your endeavours to exclude the idea of a de-
figningz caunfe from the univerfe, I perceive much
embarraffment and contradition, when you would
fubftitute the term Narure for that of God. You

are f{truck with the manifelt wonders of nature,
and



French Philofophers, &e. 49

and look no farther. I fee the fame wonders, but
they lead me to revere the great Author of na-
ture, that mind which comprehends the whole.
You fec nothing in nature but egffecls. 1 revere
the caufe. What you afcribe to a blind undefign-
ing principle, fomething that bears no analogy to
what we call mind, or perfon, 1 alcribe to a proper
intelligent Being, a Being, whom 1 confider, and
am happy in confidering, as ever prefent with me,
and attentive to me, and to all things; who
brought me into being for the moil benevolent
purpofes, and who will condu& me through all
the {tages of it. You fee nothing around you
but fomething to gaze at. I look beyond all this,
to a Being, or a perfon, that I can fpeak to, the
objelt of my grattude, my attachment, and my
confidence.

Acknowledge then, that whatever elfe you may
think of my {entiments, they make me happier than
yours can poilibly make yoa; efpecially when it
is added, that, in my ideas, the prefent life 1s by
no means the whole, nay, but the very infancy ot
my exiftence, and that the great Bring who mude
me, and who has placed me in a {chool of difci-
pline here, will not leave me in the grave, but
produce mec again in circomflances much more fa-

vourable than the prefent.
| Here.
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Here, I am fenfible, you will fmile again; but
attend to what I fhall obferve on this fubje&t in
my next Letters.

1 am, &ec.

LETTER IV.

Of the Evidence of the Miracles performed in At-
teflation of the “fewifh and Chriftian Religion.

GENTLEMEN,

ADMITTING the being of a

God, and his conftant Providence, you afk me
what evidence 1 have of a furure f2ate. 1 an{wer
(and I beg you will not revolt at my language,
but have the patience to hear me out) the exprefs
declaration of God himf{elf, that he will raife men
from the dead dat a future period, and that he will

- then render unto them according to their works ;
and you cannot doubt the power of the Author

of nature to do this.

If you afk me the evidence of this, which 1

know you will think a ftrange aflertion, I anfwer,
that
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that this has been declared by men who were
commiflioned by God for the purpofe, and who
proved their miffion from him by {fuch works as
God only, the Author of nature, could perform,
viz. real miracles, an evidence and the only evi-
dence, of a power that could controul the laws of

naturc.

Again, the proof that fuch miracles have been:
wrought, is fuch #¢/Zimony as cannot be denied
without admitting f{till greater miracles, viz. that.
numbers of perfons the beft qualified to judge of
them, and who had no motive to impofe upon
others, atteft their reality. Since, to {fuppofe that
all thofe perfons were cither deceived themfelves,or
concurred in a {cheme to impofe upon others,
would be more evidently contrary to the known
courfe of nature refpecting mankind (who, we
muft take it for granted, have been the fame in
all ages) than the reality of the miracles which
they atteft; this, when all the circumftances of
the cafe are artentively confidered, being a more
manifeft violation of the eftablithed laws of na-
ture, than the other, and for no rational end.

Ior example, that the whole nation of the Jews,
confiiting at that time of f{ix hundred thoufand

men, befides women and children, thould believe
| D) that,
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that, after feeing many miracles performed i
Eoypt, they all walked through the Red Sea,
while the waters divided to make them way ; that
they all heard the diftiné& articulate pronunciation
of the ten commandments from Mount Sinai;
that after continuing in the wildernefs forty years,
durinz which they were witnefles of feveral other
miiracles, they all went through the river Jordan
as they had through the Red Sea; that they
fhould obferve the Paflover, and other annual
cuftoms, in commemoration of thofe events, and

preferve among them to this day books centain-
ing a ditin& narrauive of thefe events, univer-

fally, and at all times, believed to be written at
the time while the events were recent, are faéts of

tliis nature.

Jews are men, and they were by no means pre-
vioufly difpofed to believe any thing of the kind
above mentioned. or to pra&ife the religious rires
cnjrined upon them in confequence of them. And
therefore that their minds fhould be univerfally
improfled with this behef, without a {ufficient
caufe, in the reality of the evenrs, would be a pro-
per miracle, nay a complication of miracles, of the
mofit extraordmary nature. And what makes the
cafe more extraordinary f{till, it would be a feries -

of miracles wrought for fo end; whereas the
miracles
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miracles recorded in the books of Mofes had a
great and worthy objelt, viz. to imprefs the minds
of the Jewifh nation, and through them thofe of
other nations, with the firm belief of the fupre-
macy of one true God, the maker of all things,
and of his providence in condu&ing the affairs of

men.

Alfo, the miracles performed by Chrift, the
great obje& of whofe miflion was the revelation
of a future {tate of rewards and punithments, are
lefs extraordinary, and lefs contrary to the com-
mon courfe of nature, than the firm belief of {o
wany thoufands of perfons, (previoufly difpofed
as they all were) that {fuch miracles were wrought;
when they had every opportunity, and every mo-
" tive, that men could have to fausfy themfelves
concerning their truth, on the fuppofition that no
{fuch miracles were wrought. And the reality of
their belief cannot be queflioned, fince they facri-
ficed every thing that men hold dear to them in
life, and many of them hfe itfelf, to their belief.

The miracle, for fo I muft call it, of fo many
perfons deceiving themfelves and others, could not
have beea calculated for any other purpofe than
that of mere delufion, without any rational object

whatever. Whereas the miracles on which the
E 3 belief
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belief of Chriftianity is eftablithed had the greateft

and moft glorious obje& that can be conceived,
viz. the giving mankind a juft idea of their future
deftination, fhewing them that this life is but the
infancy of their being, .and that they are to be
educated for an immortal life hereafter. The full
perfuafion of thefe great truths gives an unfpeak-
able dignity to the human chara&er; it adds
greatly to the true enjoyment of this life, and in a
manner annihilates all its pains and troubles, as
well as tends to prepare them for their future ftate.

This was an obje& worthy of the author of the
human race, and could not have beena accom-
plithed by any other than fupernatural means;
po appearances in nature giving us any rational
ground to expe&t that we fhall {urvive the grave.
Nothing, however, could be better calculated to
produce this belief than fuch miracles as Chrift
wrought, and himielf, the great preacher of the
dodtrine, dying in order to exemplify in his own
perfon, that refurreétion which he was authorifed
to promife to all. Had the moft incredulous of
mankind been afked, what evidence of a future
life would {atisfy them, they could not have de-
manded any thing more than this ; nor, as 1 have
diftinétly fhewn in my Difcourfe on the Refurrec-
tion of fefus, could they have demanded any

fironger
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ftronger evidence of any fa&, than that which di-
vine Providence has a&ually provided for #his; fo
that its credibility thould be ftronger, efpecially
in remote ages, and to the end of time.

You may be difpofed to arraign the condué& of
Providence in not fuperfeding the ufe of miracles,
by fuch a general plan of things as fhould render
them unneceflary for the moral inftruétion and
improvement of man. But, befides that 1t might
be {ufficient in reply to this to fay, that it is not
our bufinefs to diftate to the Author of nature,
we may ealily perceive that if an attention, on the
part of man to the Author of nature be of any ufe
to us, as it evidently is, this end is much better
gained by occafional deviations from the laws of
nature than by a rigorous adherence to them.

Such 1s the conftitution of human nature,
(which we muft take for granted is the beft,)
that things of conftant occurrence, and perfeétly
regular in their appearance, do not eafily excite
particular attention. Who of the bulk of man-
kind afks the reafon why the fun rifes, why
plants produce their proper feeds, or feeds their
refpective plants? But unufual appearances ex-
cite univerial attention, and we cannot be fatis-
fied without knowing <why they happen. It is

E 4 Very
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very poflible for a nation of men to pafs their
whole lives in the view of all the wonders of
nature, without ever inquiring after the Au-
thor of nature. But let their attention be ex-
cited by prodigies or miracles, and they will be
led to refle& upon the fubje&, and thus come to
revere God in all his works, thofe of common
providence, as well as thofe of an extrordinary
nature ; and thus a refpe&t for Him and his laws
may poflefs their minds, and influence their con-
duct. And no perfon is authorifed to {ay that this
great end can be equally anfwered without mira-
cles, or occafional deviations from the regular laws
of nature.

I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER V.

Cautions againft fuperficial Reafoning on his
Subyell. |

GENTLEMEN,

I T is not my intention in thefe Lt~
Zers to enter into a detail of the evidences of re-
vealed religion. This I have done, in a great
meafure in other publications; but only to give
you what I apprehend many of you have not at
prefent, viz. fome idea of the importance of the
{ubjet, and the zarure of the evidence, in order
to induce you to make farther inquiries concern-
ing it; and I wifh you to do this with the dili-
gence and rigour that the cafe requires.

Be perfuaded, then, to examine with due care
and impartiality the evidence of the faéts on which
revealed religion is founded, as you would do with
refpelt to any other interefting faéts of the fame
hiftorical nature. It is acknowledged that the falts
recorded in the books of fcripture are not analo-
gous to any that now fall under our obfervation,
and that, therefore, they require a proportionably

{tronger evidence. But then you will find the
evidence
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evidence to be proportionably {tronger than that
for ordinary fa&ts; no other fa&s recorded in hif-
tory being nearly {o well attefted. Circumftanced
as the primitive Chriftians were, we cannot doubt
but that both they, and their enemies felt them-
felves deeply interefted in afcertaining the truth
with refpe&t to them. In confequence of this fitu-
ation, we may be well aflured that no other falts
whatever underwent a thoufandth part of the
fcrutiny that, from the nature of the cafe, thefe
mu/? have done ; and while they were recent, {o
that the examination was the moft eafy. Both
the perfecuted and the perfecutors would do every
thing that their oppofite interefts could fuggelt to
prove, or to difprove, the miracles appealed to.
And we {ee that after a conteft of three centuries,
when Chriftianity had all the powers of the world,
and all the learning of it too, to contend with, it
prevailed and eftablifhed itfelf. What could this
be owing to but the power of truth? for it had
no other advantages whatever.

Do not content yourfelves with faying, that
¢ mankind have always been the dupes of impo-
¢ fition, fo that there is no occafion to trouble
¢ yourfelves with enquiring by what means they
¢¢ were impofed upon 1n this, or any other parti-
¢¢ cular cafc.”’

Credulity
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Credulity is an affe®ion of the human mind
that well deferves to be confidered by philofo-
phers. Like other effec?s, this muit have a fixed
caufe. And the only reafon why men become
difpofed to believe without much inquiry, is an
idea, acquired by themfelves, or received from
others for whofe opinion they have a refpelt, that
ftri¢t enquiry was not neceflary; the thing to
which their aflent is demanded being {fo analogous
to other undoubted events, that a {light evidence
is fufficient. This, however, {fuppofes that the
credibility of {fome events to which thele are ana-
logous was originally well eftablifhed. Confe-
quently, the too ealy belief of extraordinary
events affords a pretty {trong prefumption, that,
though not the events in queftion, yet that others
fimilar to them, were well authenticated.

If we {fee any perfon, by his knowledge of phi-
lofophy, chemiftry, fleight of hand, or any other
means, do things that aftenith us, we give the
clofelt attention to the fa&s, and do not admit
them at firlt without very particular evidence.
But having feen them, or been by any other
means fully fausiied of their reality, we do not
think it neceflary to make the fame {triét examina-
tion of fimilar faéts, reported to be performed by

the fame perfon, by thofe in connexion with him,
or
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or bv fimilar means. They are then confidered
as common events, being agreeable to a new.ana-
fogy of things.

The readinefs, therefore, with which the re.
ports of miracles faid to be wronght by your faints
in the dark ages, in which there is reafon to fuf-
pe&t grofs miltake, or impofition, will afford a
phiofopher an argument for believing that, in
fome preceding age, real miracles had been
wrought, and that the credit of them had been
well eftablithed. For fuch would be the neceffary
effc & of the reality of the miracles of Chrift and
of the Apoftles. Thefe being admitted, the cre-
dulity of the Chriftian world with refpet to fub-
fequent miracles tollowed of courfe, but not upon

any other {fuppofition.

In a fimilar manner I account for your incre-
dulity with refpeét to all miracles. You have
given no attention to the evidence of the original
and well authenticated miracles, but only to that
of the fubfequent and fabulous ones; and feeing
reafon to difbelieve 2hefe, you have been led by a
falfe analogy to {ufpe&t «//. But without confi-
dermg the prefent ftate of things, vou fhould place
yourfelves in the fitnation of a philofopher at the

ime of the promulgation of Chriftianity, and ex-
amine
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amine the circumftances of the original miracles,
the credit of which procured the too eafy belief of

the fabulous legends, at which you fo jutitly revolt.

Many unbelievers, viewing things very fuperfi-
cially, think to fatisfy themfelves and others with
faying, that antient traditions are never to be de-
pended upon ; that there were Egyptian and Gre-
cian fables, as well as Jewifh and Chriftian ones,
but that now men of fenfe pay no regard to any

of them.

But they -do not attend to the obvious and im-
portant diftin&tion between tradition and hiftory,
between opinions taken up a long time after a
fuppofed event, and written records of tranfations
coeval with them; and this is precifely the differ-
ence berween the fabulous hiftories of Egypt and
Greece,and the Mofaic and Chriftian hiftories. For
it 1s as certain that the books of Mofes were writ-
ten and publithed to the whole of the Hebrew na-
tion in his life-time, and the hiltory of the Itvange-
lifts and the Aés of the Apoftles in the age in which
‘the tranfaétions were recent, as that the hiftories
of Thucydides and Tacitus were written and'puba
lifhed in the fime circumitances; becaufe the peo-
ple among who n they were publithed equally re-

ccived them as genuine, and thereby gave their
teftimony




62 ~ Letters fo the

teftimony to the general truth of their contents.
And at no period of time would it have been more
ealy to procure them the reception they obtained
in the one cafe, than in the other.

As human nature was the fame at all times that
it is at prefent, we may form a judgment of the
difficulty of impofing upon any nation, or people,
fuch hiftories as thofe of the {fcriptures by a fup-
pofition refpelting ourfelves. Let any perfon then
endeavour to perfuade the people of this country,
that their anceftors, in {fome remote period, pafled
from Calais to Dover, by walking through the
fea, which divided to make them way, and let
him produce books containing a circumfitantial ac-
count of the event, as written at the time. Would
he be able to procure any credit to the narrative ?
He would certainly be laughed at for his pains.
In faé, it would be no lefs difficult for him to do
this, than to divide the fea, as he had related. He
‘would find the one to be as really impoflible, as

much cantrary to the eftablifhed courfe of nature,

as the other.

Indike manner, let any perfo nproduce books
fimilar to thofe of the New Teftament, and f{ee if
he can gain fuch general credit to them, as to in-

duce thoufands of all defcriptions of men to under-
go
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go the greateft hardfhips, and to lay down their
lives, for their faith in them, even in circumf{tances

far more favourable to his purpofe than thofe in
which the Evangelilts wrote. He would find-it_.
as eafy to raife the dead, as to effeét any fuch

a thing.

It requires only a due attention to facfs, fuch
as no perfon who has any faith in hiftory can deny,
and to the well known principles of buman nature,
to perceive this. But few unbelievers in revela-
tion have been difpofed to pay this due attention
to either ; and in confequence of this they really
believe things more extraordinary in their nature,
and therefore more wruly incredible, than the Jew

or the Chriitian.

Study, then, with particular attention the hif-
tory of the times in which Chriftianity was pro-
mulgated. The narrative 1s as circumitantial, and
as open to Inquiry, as that of Cefar and Pom-
pey, or that of any other period of antiquity; and
yvou will find indubitable fa&s, and innumerable
of them, abfolutely inconfiltent with your hafty

and random hyporthefis.

You will ind men of all defcriptions, and of all

nations, many of them as cool and fenfible as your-
felves,
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{clves, and who had as much at {take, with refpe&
to charadter, or fortune, as you can have ; men
who had every means of informing themfelves on
the fubje&t, and who evidently fpared no pains in
doing {o; fo impreffed with the perfuafion of the
rcality of the great events on which the truth
of Chriftianity is founded, that they perfifted
through life in giving the fulleft evidence of their
conviction.

And it 1s particularly to be obferved, that this
was not a perfualion concerning metaphyfical opi-
nions, of whicn tew perfons are competent judges,
but things that were the objelts of the fenfes ;
fuch as the inftant cure ot diforders well known
to be the moft incurable, raiing tne dead to life,
and other works equally miraculous and {tupen-
dous, in which there cculd be no fufpfcion of
fallacy, and of which all perfons are equally
judges.

But fome of your writers have given fo little
attention to this fubje&, though it is an hiftorical
one, that they have denied the very exittence of
Jefus Chrilt, have aflerted that the very term
Chii/2 was borrowed from fome Eaftern language,
having the fame origin with Chrifinou, one of the

cods of Hindoftan, and that Chriftianity is only
r a par-
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a particular modification of the worfhip of the

fun.

Serious as the fubjelt is, 1t is not poffible to
forbear {fmiling at fuch palpable ignorance. I fhall
expelt that the fame writers will foon attempt to
allegorize the hiftory of Julius Ceefar, and main-
tain that no {uch perfon ever exifted. For there
is not a hundreth part of the evidence for the ex-
iftence of Julius Ceefar, that there is for that of
Jefus Chrift. Hereafter the hiftory of France it-
felf may be allegorized,; the very names of Lewvis,
Dumourier, and Pethion, may be derived from an.
tient languages, and the prefent war of your re-
public againft the defpots of Europe, may be faid
to mean nothing more than the war of the ele-

ments of nature.

If I had not {feen {o much of the power of pre-
judice, I fhould wonder that fo many men, of un-
queftionable good fenfe among you, and even able
writers, fhould have given {o little attention as
they have done to natural probability, in judging
concerning an hiftorical fubje(t.

The letter of Pliny the younger is well known
to all the learned, and its genuinenefs was never

called in queftion ; and yet one would think that
¥ fome

{/
'.
!
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fome of your writers againft Chriftianity had never
heard of it. He wrote about A. D. 106, between
{eventy and cighty ycars after the death of Chrift.
In it he afks advice of the emperor Trajan how
to alt with refpeét to the Chriftians who were
brought before lum ; and, fpeaking of the pro-
grefs that the new religion had made in his pro-
vince, Bythinia, he fays, ¢ Many of every rank,
¢“ and of both fexes, are accufed, and will be
‘“ accufed; nor has the contagion of this {uper-
‘¢ {tition {feized cities only, but lefler towns alfo,
‘“ and the open country. Neverthelefs, it {cems
¢ to me that it may be reftrained, and correéted.
¢« It is cerrain that the temples, which were al-
‘“ moft forfaken, begin to be more frequented,
¢ and the facred folemnities, after a long inter-
¢“ miflion, are revived. Vitims are every where
‘> bought up, where for {fome time there werc

‘“ fcw purchafers.”

Could Chriftianity have.made this amazing pro-
orefs in fo fhorr time, without force, and againft
cvery poflible mode of oppofition, 1f there had
been no {uch perfon as Jefus Chrift, or if there
had been no truth in the evangelical hiftory’—
Bythinia was not very far from Judea, where 1t
originated ; and as both countries were within the

fame empire, there could nor have been wanting
any
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any opportunity of making inquiry into the truth
of the fa&ts. And it is remarkable, that the
nearcr we approach Jerufalem, as at Antioch in
Syria, where the impofture, if there had been
any, muft have been more evident, the more
Chriftians we find. That this fhould have been
the cafle without there being fuch a perfon as
Jefus Chrift, or any truth even in the miraculous
part of his hiftorv, would be more extraordinary
than any thing that is related by the evangelifts ;
the admiflion of whofe account of things makes all

the reft perfeltly eafy and narural.

Mr. Lequinto, a later writer than Mr. Volney,
does not deny the exiftence of Jefus Chrilt, but
what he fays of him is more improbable than even
this. He reprefents him as the wifeft and beft man
that ever lived, which he certamly was; ¢ one
¢ who was atuated by the moft fincere good-will
«“ to all the human race, teaching the great prin-
<¢ ciples of moral equality, and the purelt patriot-
¢ ifm 3 braving 2ll dangers, oppofing the great,
¢ defpifing alike giory and fortune, equally tem-
¢¢ perate with refpeét to himlielf, beneficent to
¢¢ others, and fympathizing with all; hated by
¢ the powerful, whom he provoked; perfecuted
““ by the iatriguing, whele artifices he expofed ;

¢ and put to death by a blind and deceived mul-
F 2 ¢ titude,
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¢< titude, for whom he had always lived. "This
‘¢ generous phitanthropifl,”” he fays, ¢ who wholly
‘¢ facrificed him{clf to the public good, who gave
¢ his whole exiltence to the unhappy, and even
¢ to his periecutrors, never lived but to teach vir-
¢ tue.—Lrojuges detruifs, p. 236.

Was ever a charaer in romance more ualike
any thing in nature than this? Aad yet this was
an ordinary Jewilh carpenter, who had no advan-
tage of education or knowledge of the world.
This man, Mr. Lequinio fuppofes, without any
thing fuperpatural about him, to have acquired
this moft extraordinary {uper-human difpofition, a
geaerofity and magnanimity exceeding that of all
the heroes and philofophers of antiquity, to have
converted thoufunds of his countrymen to the be-
lief not only of his being a prophet, or a man in-
fpired of God, but even 2he Meffiah, whom be-
fore this they had univerfally expelted as a king
and a conqueror, and that, after dying in the molt
public manner, they were fausfied he rofe from
the dead, as he declared beforehand he f{hould
do, in confirmation of his divine miflion.

If 2 perfon of fo excellent a moral charater
could be a mere impoftor; if a man with {o few

natural advantages could deceive fo many of his
country-
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coaarrymen, all previoufly difpofed to rojelt his
claim, and enable them te dcceive {o many more,
of all nations, we muft {ay that nature, neither
before nor f{ince that time, ever produced fuch
mern, either to deccive or be deceived. 1t is not,
however, a littlé extrrordinary, that Mr. Lequinio
fhould exprefs this high admiration of 2 man who
direfted his whole life, and finally died to eftablifh
that very prejudice which he himfelf 1s labouring
to deftroy. He certainly did not judge of ihe
feelings of Jefus Chrift by his own.

As the evidences of revealed religion are of an
hiftorical nature, let me advife you, In 2 more
efpecial manner, to read with the greateft atten-
tion the hiftorical books of {criprure, and fee whe-
ther they bear any marks of forgery. If your
minds be truly unprejudiced, you will be fatisfied
that no boeks were ever written with fo much in-
genuoulnefs, or that have {o many internal marks of
truth. But do not expedt that, with regard to com-
pofition, and accuracy in other things, they fhould
be without faults. Confider the manners, opi-
nions, and prejudices of the times in which they
were written, and make due allowance for them.
A tnéture of thefe is an argument of their ge-
nuinenefs. For all that is pretended by well in-

formed Chriftians is, that the books that are
| O ufually
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ufually termed facred, were wiitten by pious and
honeft men, well acquainted with the fa&ts which
they relate, but that they reafon about them in
{uch a manner as i1t was natural that perfons n
their circumf{tances would do. The different wri-
ters alfo, like all other genuine original hiftorians,
relate faéts with the fame variarions, with refpedt
to order, and lefs important circumfitances, when
they agree in every thing of real confequence.

Confider alfo that no writer 1s properly re-
{fponfible but for what he relates as of his own
knowledge, or the events, and tranfactions, ot his
own times. The hiftory of Mofes, for example,
properly commences with the Exodus. The whole
of the book of Genefis muft have been colletted
from tradition, and the account that Mofes has
given of the crecation was fuch as appeared to him,
and other perfons of his age, to be well founded.
He no where {ays that he was divinely infpired in
what he wrote on that {ubjelt.

That the books of {fcripture were written by
particular divine infpiration, is a thing to which
the writers themielves made no pretenfions. It
is a notion deftitute of all proof, and that has
done great injury to the evidence of Chriftianity;
as alfo have other abfurd opinions, and various

{uperftitious
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fuperftitious praltices, adopted by Chriftians of

lIater ages, though from the influence of the cir-
cumitances in which they were.

In my Hiftory of the Corruptions of Chrifdianity,
you will find an account of all, or the principal,
of thofe opimions and practices, and of the caufes
which gave rife to them. 1 beg your attentive
perufal of that work, as,well as of my Hiflory of
the Chriftian Church 1o the Iall of the Weftern
Empire.  You will there, I flatter myfelf, fece a
natural account of the rife and progrefs, as ] hope
you will, in due time, alfo fce the termisation,
of thofe monitrous corruptions of Chriftianity
which juftly thock you fo much, and which have
indifpofed {0 many perfons of good fenfe to all in-

quiry into the {ubjeét.

I mean particularly fuch doérines as thofe of
the trinity, tranfubftantiation, vicarious fuffering,
and eternal torments; and, above all, the vfurpa-
tion of all pow:r temporal and fpiritual by the
popes, and other ecclefiaftical perfons, with the
horrid cruelties committed by fome Chriftians up-
on others on account of religion ; and that moft
unnatural union of civil and ecclefiaftical authority
in all the civil eftablithments of Chriftianity in this

country, as well as lately with you, from which
¥4 circums
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circumftance alone religion has been enabled to
do {o much mifchief in the world.

Thefe, and many other abfurd doétrines and
practices, I difclaim as much as you can do. They
arc far from being countenanced in the {eriptures,
though, from grofs miftake, and from motives of
mtere{t and ambition, they have been reprefented
as ellenual parts of Chriftianity. You have been
taught from. your earlieft years to confider them
in this hight; and hence, when you come to re-
fle¢t, your rejection of the whole fy{tem, as mani-
teftly abfurd, but without taking pains to examine
whether the things at which you revolted were
really parts of Chriftianity, or not. You may alfo
have been 1nfenfibly influenced in your rejection
of Chriftianity by a prejudice, natural to men of
fenfe, againft whatever is commonly received by
the valgar.

A real philofopher, however, will endeavour
to divelt his mind of #his, as well as of every other
prejudice, and to {ee things as they really are.
And T flatter myfelf, that when your infidelity,
wi..ch has becn produced by the civil eftablifhment
of a corrupted Chriftianity, fhall have contributed
to the overthrow of that f{yltem, that which 1s

genuine will meet with a candid hearing, and a
cordial
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cordial reception amiong you. True religion, not
enjoined or falaried oy be ftate, bur the choice
of the individual, you will fin.! a valu-bhie fupport
of public virtue and pubhi: {pirit; and a great {e-
curity to your liberty. On this account, among
others, I fhall rejoice if, by any ineaus, you can
be induced to give to this important fubje& the
attention which it deferves, and I fthall then have

double pleafure in fubfcribing myfelt

Your fellow-citizen,

J.PRIESTLEY.

LETTER V.

GENTLEMEN,

I N the preceding Letters 1 have

addrefled you as philofophers and as men, intereft-
ed in the difcovery of important truth, and ac-

quainted with the methods of inveftigating it. If
I were to addrefs you as politicians on the {fubjeét
of religion, 1t would be in the language of the
French merchants to your famous Colbert, when

he afked them what the government could do in
avour
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favour of trade, laiffex nous faire, let us aline. It
is bufinefs with which, as ftatefmen, you have
nothing at all to do, and in which you can never
interfere with any advantage either to religion, or

the fare.

Naturally, there can be no more connedtion
between religion, and civil government, than be-
vween philofophy, medicine, or any other branch of
knowledge, and civil government ; the cbjelts ot
botil being effentially different. The proper ob-
jeét of civil government is the fecurity of men’s
perfons and property, which requires the union
ot forcc ; but it has no refpeét to any thing be-
vond the prefent life. "Whereas religion confifts
of peculiar dodtrines and praétices, which relate
to mecn, perfonally and not colleétively, confl-
dered, with rcipeét to which no union of force
can be of any advantage to them ; and the great
objelt of it 1s the happinefs of men, not as mems-
bers of {fociety, but as individuals, and in a future
{tate, to which the power of civil governors does
not extend.

With much more reafon might the {tate inter-
fere in dire&ing what medicines thould be admini-
ftered to the members of the ftate, and who {hould
adminifter them ; becaufe it might be faid, that

the
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the ftrength of the {tatec depends upon the health
and vigour of the citizens. But whatever be
men’s opinlons concerning a future {tate, and the
means of preparing for it, or whether they have
any belief in a future {tate or not, care may be ta-
ken by good laws, and a wife adminiftration of
them, to prevent their injuring one another in this

life.

As far as religion comes in aid of good morals,
it can only be by giving men an idea of 1ts being
their duty, from a regard to God, and a future
{tate, to behave well, and to befriend their neigh-
bours. But this depends upon the {incerity of
their belief in religion, which no power of the
{tate can enforce. Temporal punithments, or
worldly emoluments, which are all that civil go-
vernment can nold out to men, cannot make them
believers. 1t can only make them hypocrizes. And
therefore there are more confcientious men among
fetaries, who are not favoured, but frowned upon
by the ftate, than among the members of eftablifh-
ments. Are not the Proteftants among you at
lealt as good members of fociety as the Catholics,

many of them only nominally fo ; though the for-
mer, befides bearing the whole expence of their

own religion, contribute their fhare to that of the
ftate ? It is time that they be relieved, if not in-

demnified
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demnified, for this extraordinary expence. The
fame may be faid of the Diflenters in England.

To fuppofe that Chriftianity cannot {fupport it-
felf without the aid of civil government, is the
greatelt refleétion upon it, and contradi&ed by the
cleareft fats in hiftory. Not only did this reli-
=ion eftablith itfelf in the world without the aid of
civil power, but during threc centuries, while all
the civil powers 1n the world were hoftile to it.
And after Chriftianity had confiderable counte-
wance from the Roman emperors, the {alaries of
Chriftian minifters arofc from the voluntary con-
wributions of the laity, and there was no fuch thing
as #ythe, or any thing in the form of a rax, for its
fiwpport, for more than a thoufand years after the

Chriftiar 2ra.

Nay, the wealth of the church, without the aid
of the ftate, grew exorbitant, and often required
so be checked. This more than fuflicient provi-
fion for the clergy, from the fuperflition of ig-
morant ages, occafioned fuch a redundance 1n that
order of men, that all Chriftian countries foon
groaned under the burden ; and an independent
fubfiltence, fecured to them by private donations,
and the laws of the ftate, took from them all re-

fraint upon their condu& ; fo that in many coun-
trics
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<T1ES they became vicious and abandoned in the

extreme, a great caufe of the corruption, not @t
the reformation, of morals.

In this ftate of things, religion being 2 more
trade, its do&rines, from caufes that 1 have lfe-
where explained, exceedingly abiurd, and the
pratices enjoined by it a miferable fuper{titiom,
men of good fenfe and little inquiry, and efpoa-
ally thofe who were difpofed to be licenticus, €z~
fily became unbelievers. This has been remarf-
ably the cafe with you, and begins to be {o witl
us. But as all evils, in the courie of divine pro-
vidence, tend to cure themfelves, this infidelmy,
which has been produced by civil eftablithmemnts
of religion, will 1 doubt not, be the means of
overturning them ; and then ravional Chriftianity,
without any aid from the ftate, will reccmmend 1t-
{elf 1o all thinking and {erious men, and the world
will be re-chriftianized.

I fhall not trouble you, or myfelf, with the re-
cital of all the evils that have arifen from civif
eftablithments of Chriftianity., Almoft the whole
of the long catalogue of the complaints of philofo-
phers and politicians againft religion, have had no
other {fource than this. All relicious per/ccution,
and tae hatred of one {e& to another, has beeca

owing
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owing to exclufive privileges granted to fome
{fe&ts. In North America, where there 1s no civil
cftablithment of any form of Chriftianity, the
members of all Chriftian focieties, however dif-
cordant, live upon the beft terms with one ano-
ther, and the {tate 1s at no expence on account of

any of them.

With us the cafe is widely different, and the
confequences are {ufliciently apparent. We, who
are diffenters from the eftablifhment, all lie under
civil difadvantages, and many of us are not cven
tolerated by law. In thele circumitances every
attempt to obtain any relief from our burdens,
nay all our endeavours, by means of the prefs, to
enlichten the minds of our countrymen on the
{fubje& of religion, and efpecially on the evil of
eftablifhments, excites the greateft hatred and
animofity againft us.  This is perfeftly natural
with men intercfted in the continuance of the

abufcs by which they {ubfit.

What a glorious example would you {er the
Chriftian world, if you could relieve civil govern-
ment of all concern abour religion, and leave men
to provide for it as they {hould think proper them-
{clves. No perfon who has a real value for his

religion could complain of this. On the contrary,
he
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he would think his rcligion difgraced by any fup-
port from the ftate. 1If the zeal of its friends will

not provide for its fupport, it ought to fall. The
Proteftants among you have not {uflered their re-
higion to fail for wanr of fufficient furnds; and do
the Catholics think lefs highly of their religion,
or have they lefs zeal for it than the Proteftants
have fhewn for theirs? I behieve not.

I do not mean, in thefe Letters, to do any
thing more than to {fuggelt a few hints to lead
your thoughts to the {ubjelt of religion, and its
rclation to the ftate, fo as to make it appear as
worthy as I conceive it to be of your moft {erious
attention. In {everal of my publications I havs
confidered it much more at large.  If you wifh to
know which of them I would more particularly
recommnend to your notice, I would take the lLi-
berty to menuon my Infituics of Natural and
Revealed Religion, my Lctters to a Philofephical
Unbeliever, and my Difcourfes on the Evidence cf
Revealed Religion, including that on the Refur-
rection of Jefus, belides the Hiftory of the Cor-
ruptions of Chriftianity, the Hiftory of the Chriftian
Chureh to the Fall of the Weftern Empire, and the
fiftory of carly Opinions concerring fefus Chrif?,
noticed before. Thefe relate to the fubje& of re-
igion in general, and the evidence of it. The

fubjedt
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{ubjelt of civil ¢ffablifbments of Chriffianity, 1 have
confidered 1 my Efay on the firff Principles of
Civil Gowvernment, in my Letters to Mr. Burke,
and my Lamiliar Letters to the Inhabitants of Bir-
mingham.

With my earneft wifhes for your profperity,
and efpecially for the fpeedy and happy fetilement
of your civil conftitution ; trufting that it will be
favourable to your beft intereits, by leading to
virtue and bappinefs (with refpe& to which I can-
not help confidering religion as of the moft emi-
nent ufe) and with fincere gratitude for the ho-
nour you have conferred upon me; while in my
native ccuntry, which I have faithfully - endea-

voured to ferve, I have found meither prote&tion
nor redrefs, I am

.o

Your fellow-citizen,

Clapton, Fan. 21, 1793,} |
Of the French Republic 2. J. PRIESTLLEY.
THE END.
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Rev. Mr. Venn, 2d Edition, gs. fewed, 6s. bound.

21. An Examination of Dr. Reid’s Inquiry into the Hu-
man Mind, on the Principles of Common Scnfe, Dr. Leait’s
Eilay on the Nature and Immutability of Truth, and Dr.
Ofwald’s Appeal to Common Senfe, in Behalf of Religion,
2d ILdition, gs. in boards, 6s. bound.

22. fHHartley’s Theory ot the Human #lind, on the Principle
of the Aﬂbcmnon of’ Ideas, with Eflays relating to the Sub-
jeét of 1t, 8vo. Gs. in boards, #7s. bound.

23. Difguifitions relating to Matter and Spirit. To whichis
added the Hittory of the Phlln{‘opmc.ﬂ Doélrine concerning
the Origin of the Soul, and the Nature of Matter; with its
influence on Cl‘xriﬂ:ianity, efpecially with refpeét to the Doc-
trine of thc Pre-exificnce of Chrift. Alfo the Dodrine of
Philofaphical Neceflity illuftrated, 2d Ldition, enlarged and
1mpr0ved . with Remarks on thofe who have controverted tha
Principles of them, 2z vols. 8s. in boards, 10s. 6d. bound.

24. A Iree Difeufion of the Dodrines of Materialifm and
Philcfophical Neceffity, in a Cmrleipondcnce between Dr. Price
and Dr. Prieflley ; to which arc added, by Dr. Pricltley, an
Introduélion, explaining the Nature of the Controvmf}, and
Letters to feveral Writers who have animadverted cn his
Difquifitions relating to Matter and Spirit, or his Treatife
on Necellity, 8vo. 6s. in boards, #7s5. bound.

25. A delence of the Do&rine of Necefily, in two Letters
to the Rev. Mr. Jobn Pulmer, 2s.

20. A Letter to Jacoh Dryant, Lfq. in defence of Philofo.
phical Neceflity, is.

27. A Philofuphical Enquiry concerning Human Lilerty, by
W. Collins, liq with a Pretace by Dr. Py ieftley, 2s. 6d.

The three precoding Aviicles may be properly bound up <with the
the fecond Folume of lequlhtu}nb on Muatter and Spirit.

28. Letters o a Philofophical Unlddicver, containing an Lx-
amination of the princip: 11 Oljections to Lhc Doérines of Na-
tural Religion, and efpectally thofe contained in the writings
of Mr. Fiunie. Alfo a State of the Evidence of Revealed Reli-
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gion, with Animadverfions on the two la{t Chapters of the firft
Volume of Mr Gidbow’s Hiflory of the Decline and fall of the
Roman Lmpire ; and an Anfiver to the Letters of Mr., William
f{ammon, 2 vols. 8vo, 7<. {fewed, or bourd in one volume, 8s.

2G. Lctlers to the Philofophers and Politicians of France, on
the Sulject of Relioion, 1s.

30. A Harmony of the Fwapgelifls in Greek. To which

are prefixed, Critical Differtaiions in Englith, gto. 14s. in
boards, 17s. bound.

31. A Harmony of the Evangelifls in Englifb, with Notes,
am.{ an occafional Paraphraiz for the ufe of the Unlearned.
To which are prefixed, Critical Differtations, and a I.etter
to the Bithop ot Odory, 4ato, 12s. in boards, 15s. bound.

N. B. Thofe wvho are pojjefled of the Greek Harmony, may have

this tn ]:1‘1”11111, evithout the Critical Diflertations, 8s. in bds.

The Greek and LEnglith Harmony with the Critical Difier-
tations, complete, tl. 1s. in boards, or rl. 4s. bound.

32. Inflitutes of Natural and Rewvealed Religion, in 2 vols.
Sve. 2d Edition, 10s. 6d. in boards, 12s. bound.

The third Part of this Work, coniaining the Doétrines of
Revelation, may be bad alone, 2s5. 6d. feaved.

33. An f{_'ﬂm_y of the Corruptions of Czrf'ﬁfariffy, with a oe-
neral Conclufien, in two Parts. Part I. contai.ing Confider-
aticns addrefled to Unbelievers, and efpecially to Mr. G:iflon.
Part II. containing Confiderations addreficd to the Advecates
for the prefent Liablithment, and efpecraliy to Bithop Hurd,
2 vols. 8vo. 125, in boards, or 143, bound., Or, bound uni-
Jormly awith the three follozving Defences of i, m 3 wols. 11, 4s.

34. A Reply to the .zfrmuan'we:ﬁom on the H:flory of the
Corruptions of ‘Chriflianity, in the Monthly Review for June,
17833 with Obfervations relaiing to the D &rine of the
Primitive Church, concerning the Perfon of Chrif?, 8vo. 1s.

35. Remarks on the Moatlly Revieav of the Letiers to Dr.
Horfley 3 in which the Rev. Mr. Samus/ Badcock, the writer of

that Review, is called upon’to defend what he Iras advanced
in it, 6d.

36, Letters to Dr. Horflcw, Archdeacon of St. Albans, in
three Parts, containing farther Eviderce that the Primitive
Chriltian Church was Unitaran, 7s. 6d. fewed.

N. B. Thefe laff three Ariiclos tgoether in Leards, 9s. 0 10s. G4,

Laxund,

.
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3%7. An Hiffory of Early Opinions concerning Fefus Chrifl,
compiled from Original Writers ; proving that the Chriftian
Church was at firft Unitarian, 4 vols. 8vo. 1l. 4s. in boards,
or 1l. 8s. bound.

38. A General Hiflory of the Chriflian Church, to the Tall

of the Weftern Empire, in 2 vols. 8vo. 14s. in beards, 16s.
bound. *

39. Defences of Unitarianifm, for the Year 17863 contairing
Letters to Dr. Horne, Dean of Canterbury; to the Young
Men, who are in a Courfe of Education for the Chriftian
Miniftry, at the Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge: to
Dr. Price; and to Mr. Parkhur(t; on the fubject of the Ter-
fon of Chrift, 3s.

40. Defences of Unitarianifim for the Year 17873 contain-
ing Letters to the Rev. Dr. Geddes, to the Rev. Dr. Price,
Part 1I. and to the Candidates for Orders in the Two Uni-
verfities, Part I1. Relating to Mr. Howes’s Appendix to his
fourth Volume of Obfervations on Dooks, a Lectter by an
Under-Graduate of Oxford, Dr. Croft’s Bampton Leétures,

and {everal other Publications, zs. 6d.

41. Defences of Unitariani/m for the years 14988 and 1789
contuining Letters to the Bifthop of St. David’s, to the Rev.
Mr. Barnard, the Rev. Dr. Knowles, and the Rev. Mr.
Hawkins, g3s. 6d.

N. B. The three preceding articles together in boards 9s. or
bound 10s. 6d.

42. & Fiew of the Priznciples and Condnct of the Proteflant

Diffenters, with Refpeét to the Civil and Ecclefiattical Con-
ftitution of England, 2d Edit. 1s. 6d.

43. A Free Adirefs to Protofiant Diffenters, on the Subjeé
of the Lord’s Supper, 2d Edit. with Additions, 2s.

43« An Adddrefs to Proteflant Diffenters, on the Subje&@ of
cwing the Lord’s Supper to Children, 1s.

45+« A Free Addrefs to Protoflant Diffnicrs, on the Subjedt:
of Chuarch Difcipline ; with a preliminary Difcourfe concern-
ing the Spirit of Chriftianity, and the Corruptions of it by
falfe Notions of Religion, 2s. 6d. fewed.

46. Leiters to the Authors of Remarks on feveral late Pul-
lrcations, relative to the Dificnter:, in a Fetier to Di. Pricf-
Ly, 18, )
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4_7. *;:5_ F.eticr to 11 __T;g‘}r}?hf.’?}. on 1112 Sllbjﬂ& Of MI". L:ll"ldftf}”?ﬁ
Propofal for a Reformed Englith Church, on the Plan of
the late Dr. Samuel Clarke, Gd

8. Thice Lett rs to Dr. Ne veome, Difhop of Waterford,
on the Duration of our Savicur’s Miniftry, 3s. O0d. fewed.

49. L.citers to the Jews; inviting them to an amicable
Difcufhion of the Evidence of' Chriftianity, in two parts, 2s.

0. Letters to the Members of the New Jerufulem Church,
{ounded by Baron Swedenborg, 15. 6d.

s1. lotieirs to a Young Man, occafioned by Mr., Wake-
ficld’s Effay on Public VVorﬂnp, is. 6d.

s2. Letteis to a Young Man, Part 1. in Reply to Mr.
ILvanfon on the Ditfonance of the Gofpels, 2s5. 6d.

53 An Liiftory, of the Sufferings of Leavis de Marolles, and
My, ffaac le Fewvre, upon the Revocation of the Edict of
Nantz : with a Preface by Dr. Prieltley, 8vo. 3s. fewed.

v4. Lorms of Prayer, and o her Offices, for the Ufe of Uni-

tartan Societies, 6vo. gs. fewed.

55. Difcourfes on Farius Subjeéls, viz. On refigning the
Paitoral Office at Lieeds—on undertaking the Paftoral Office

Dirmingham—The jproper Conltitution of a Chriftian
Church, with a Prefuce on the prefent State of thofe who are
called rational Dhiffenters—"The Importance and Extent of
vree Inuquiry—"The Dodrine of Divine Influence on the
Fluman Mind—Habitual Devotion—The Duty of not living
to ourielves—the Danger of bad Habits-—The Duty of not
being athamed ot the Gmp&l—-—Glorylng in the Crofs of Chrifk
—1 .:ﬂ-:lnt.;; the Crofs and following Chrift—"The Evidence of
Chriftiunity from the Perfecution of Chriftians, 8vo. 6s. in
boards, %s. bound.

”~

Difteurfer on the Evidences or Divine Revelation, 8vo.
ST in 1101 n"ds.

. A S:rimon on the Slawe Trade, preached at Birming-
1*..:1111, 1783, 1s.

cS. Refedions on Death. A Eermon on the Death of the
Rov. Rabert Robinlon, of Cambridge, 1s. ’

s0. A e of Revealed Refgm::. A Sermon on the Ad-
miilion of the Rev. W. Tield, of Warwick, with a Charge
by the Rev. Themas Bclﬂnm, 1s. Gd. =
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Go. The proper Objelts of Education in the prefent State
of the Wurld, reprefented mn a Difcourfe delivered April 27,
1701, to the Suppoiters of the New College at Hackney,
with a I'rayer, by the Rev., Mr. Bclfham, 1s.

61. A D:fcourfe on occalion of the Death of Dr. Price, de-
livered at FHackney, May 1, with a {hort Sketch of his Life
and Character, and a Lilt of his Writings, 1s.

G62. A Particular Attention to the Initruction of the Young,
recommended in a Difcourfe at Hackney, Dec. 31, 17091,
on entering on the Paftoral Oilice there, 1s.

63. The Duty of Forgivenefs, a Difcourfe intendzd to have
been d:livered foon after the Riotsin Birmingham, 1s.

64. A Difcourfe on the Lvidence of the Refurrztion of
Jelus, 1s. 6d.

65. A Scrmon on the Talt Day, 1793, 1s.

66. Two Sermons. 1. On the Falt Day, 1794; with a Pre-
tace, contamning the Author’s Reafons for leaving England.
2. The Ufe of Chriftianity efpecially in difhiculr times; be-
mg the Author’s Farewell Difcourfe to his:Congregation.

G7. An Appeal to the Public on the Subjeét of the Riots
in Birmingham, in 2 parts, price 3s. 6d. each, fewed, or Ss.
bound together.

68. A Catechifm for Children and Young Perfons, 5th Ed. 4d.
69. A Scripture Cateckifin, confifting of a Series of Quef-

tions, with velerences to the Scriptures, inftead of Anfwers,
2d Edit. 4d.

70. Dr. Watts’s Hiftorical Catechifm, with Alterations,
zd IEdit. gd. ~

71. Confiderations for the Ufe of Young Men, and the Pa-
rents of Young Men, 2d Edit. 2d.

72. A Serious Addrefs to Malters of Familics, with Forms
of Family Prayer, 1s.

73. An Appeal to the ferious and candid Profeflors of Chrif~
tianity, on the following fubjeés, viz. 1. The Ufe of Reafon
in Matters of Religion. 2. The Power of Man to do the
Will of God. 3. Original Sin. 4. Ele&ion and Reproba-
tion. 5. Ihe Divinity of Chrift: and 6. Atonement {or Sin
by the Death of Chrift; a new Edition: to which is added,
A Concife Hiltory of thofe Do&rines; and An Account of

2
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1.116 Ti‘ial Of Mr. El\ﬂtﬂll, fﬂr I-I{?.I'Cf}r and Blafphemy, at Stﬂf-
ford Aflizes, 3d. -

74. A Familiar Tinflration of certain Paflages of Scrip-
ture, relating to th'- {zrac Subjeéls, 2d Edit. 6d

75 A Genzral View of the Arguments for the Unity of
God,and againft the Divinity and Pre-exiftence of Chr 1 i, ﬁ onl
Reafon, {rom the Scyptures, and from Hifltory, 2d Edit. 2d.

6. A Free Addrefs to Proteftant Dilfenters as fuch. By
a Diflenter. A new Ediuon,enlarged and correéted, 1s. 6d.

nre A Free Addrefs to thole who petitionad in 1780 for the
Repeal of a late Act of Parliament 1n favour of the Romarn
Catholicsy, 2d. or 12s. per FHundred to give away.

N. B. The lalt Ten Traéts, No. 66 to 76, may e had toge-
ther in boards, by giving Orders forr Dr. Prieltley’s Smaller
'T'racts, price 5s. or Gs. bound.

Alfo pu&ffﬂ;:e*d under the Direflion of Dr. Prieftley,
Tue THEOLOGICAL REPOSITORY.
Confifting of Original Eflays, Hints, Queries, &c. calcu-
lated to promote Religious Knowledge, in Six Volumes,

3vo. Il. 1Gs. in boards, or 2]. 2s. bound. The three laft
Volumes may be lad feparate.



