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ERCEIVING that there was 
a willi in many perfons in this country to 
fee a correCt edition of my Letters to the 
Pbilifophers and Politicians in Frallce 01t the 
filo/"eCl qj" Religioll, I have carefully revifed 
them, and have prefixed to them fome oifer-

, 

vatiolts 011 the prevalmee if tiifidelitJ', which 
I wrote on my voyage. As 1 had not at 
that time any thought of connecting them 
with thefe Letters, and indeed had not a 
copy of the Letters by mc, fame of the 
obfervations introduced into them both will 
be found to be in fubftance the fame. 
But I have not thought it neceffary to [up
prefs them in either of the pieces; becau[e 
they are not numerous, and alfo becaufe they 
are of fuch importance that they cannot be 
too often prefented to the mind. 

If 
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11 Prifact. 

If the generality of Chrifiians in this coun .. 
try be offended at my zeal in oppofing their 
peculiar tenets, I hope they will thank me 
for the pains they will fee that I have taken 
in the defence of our common principles. And 

• 

the chief reafon why I have been fo fire-
nuous in oppofing the doClrine of the trinity, 
vicarious fufferings, and other opinions main
tained by many Chriftians is, that I confider 
them as corruptions of the genuine Chrifiian 
doCtrine, and a great hindrance to its recep
tion in the world. Every perfon, however, 
mua aCl according to the light in which he 
himfelf fees things; and we need not doubt 
but that free difcuffion will lead at length to 
the right decifion of all controverfies, both 
between believers and unbelievers in Chrif
tianity, and between the different feas into 
which Chrifiians are divided. In the mean 
time, I hope that for the honour of our re
ligion, and of human nature, we fhall all be 
careful to preferve that temper which be
comes Chdfiians and enquirers after truth. 

OBSER-
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OBSERVATIONS 

.. ELATING TO THZ 

. 

Cazifes of the general Prevalence of IJifidelr'ty~ 

------_. 

o a perfon who himfelf entertains 
no doubt of the truth of revelation, the prefent 
prevalence of infidelity becomes the fubjeCl: of a 
feriorts and interefiing inquiry. We naturally 
think that the evidence which appears fatisfaCl:ory 
to us, mufl: appear fo to all other perfons; men 
being confrituted alike, and confequently receiving 
the fame impreffions from the fame objeCl:s. 

, 

This, indeed, is frriCl:ly true with refpe8: to the 
ideas of number and quantity. For to them all 
minds are in the fame frate, and therefore to all 
perfons three mufr ever appear more than two, 
and exaCl:ly the half of .fix; and no perfon ac
<luainted wi th the definition of terms· in geometry -
em poffibly deny that the three angles of a right 
angled triangle are equal to 171.;0 right angles. But 

B \vitll 
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Caifes 0.1' the general 
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with refpe8: to propo{itions which do not admit 
of this kjnd of evidence, which depends upon the 
coincidence 0/ ideas, or fhewing th,t uilder differ. 
ern names the fam~ things are c()mp1'ellended, dif
ferent minds may be very differently pre-difpofi~d, 
fo that the fame ohjecrs will not make the fame 
impreffion, nor will the fame evidence give the 
fame fatisfa8:ion. 

On the fubje8: of religion, politics, or any thing 
elfe that is cquaJly interdl:ing to us, we daily fee 
that the fame arguments are very diffc:rently re
ceived by different perfons. The books of Scrip
ture are equaDy open to all perfons, and all feas 
of Chrifiians pro[e[" to derive their doarines from 
them. But how much do thf'y differ from each 
other? r.l.ud though all amienr documents are 
equally r("ad by the ad vocate:; for the original 
freedom, or the original defpotifiu, of the Engliili 
confiirution, how different are their conclufions? . 

How di.!f("rent are the opinions that have been, 
and Hill a1'': formed, by the readers of the (nne 

hifl:ories of the charaCters of Cicero and Crerar, 
of the merit or demerit of Charles 1. of England, 
and of the principles of the Ame~ican 2nd French 
.revolutions. And, in the middle ages, how dif. 
ferently did men think with refpeCl: to the quefiion 

which 

• 



Prevalmee of Infidelity. 3 

~hich agitated the whole of chriftendom con
cerning the validity of the popes at Rome or at 
Avignon, when all the faCts, on which their judg-

• 

ments were formed, were equally before all tae 
• parnes. 

But, what is more to my purpofe. different 
perfons, according to their different circumfi:ances 
and difpofitions, will entertain very different opini
om: concerning the probability, or improbability, 
the truth, or the falfehood, of faBs. Of this we 
had a remarka ble inftance in England at the time 
of the' invafion of France by the Duke of Brunf
wick and the King of Pruffia; fome perfons being 
confident that they had completely defeated the 
French, and were on their march to Paris, and 
others feeing no reafon to believe any fuch thing. 
And even after the retreat took place, it was a 
long time before the friends of government would 
give the leafi: credit to it; and yet both parties 
had the very fame:: intelligence. 

Betides this, there are c:lufes of aiI'~nt to pro
politions wholl y independent of any proper evi
dence prefented to the mind itfelf; fo that we may 
be led to prefume that there is fufficient evidence, 
though we do not ourfe!ves perceive it. We are 
more efpecially in danger of being mined by fpe-

B 2 cious 
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ciOliS alia/ogles, and fuper1icial but fixed "toNim! 
grounded on fuch analogies. Thefe will, with 
many perfons, even prevent any attention being 
given to proper evidence; fo that, though it be in 
itfelf abundantly fatisfactory to the candid and at ... 
tentive, it is impoffible that it iliould have any ef. 
feel: upon them. 

On thefe accounts, truths of an hiflorical nature 
are liable to be received very differently by dif
ferent perfons; and there is fneh a number of 
circumflances to be attended to in order to form 
a right judgment, that a fmall difference in the 
previous flate of mind will have a great effect, as 
to the impreffion that the fame evidence will 
make; fo that different perf ODS, having different 
ideas with refpeet to the previolls probability, or 
improbability, of a faCt, and alfo of the compe
tency of the evidence, may draw even contrary 
conclufions from the fame report; ODe thinking it 
to be certainly true, and aCting upon that idea, and 

• 

another regarding it as unqueflionably falfe, and, 
in his conduct wholly uninfluenced by it. 

It may, I think, be faid with truth, that the 
greater part of mankind form their opinions on 
moIl: fubjeCl:s, even thofe of the greatefl impor
tance, not on any evidence which themfelves have 

confidered, 

• 
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Prevalence if Illfidelity. s 
confidered, bur, in a great meafure, from the 
opinions of other perfons, of whofe judgment they 
have, by one means or other, been led to think 
very highly. Thus children, confiding in the 
judgment and aff~aion of their parents, which 
they think has feldom, if ever, mined them, in 
general adopt implicitly whatever faith, or prac
tice comes recommended to them by their autho
rity. It is by this means, no doubt, that the 
children of Jews are aimofl: univerfally of the 
Jewi!h relieion, thofe of Mahometans Mahometans, 
chofe of Chrifiians Chri!l:ians, thofe of ~aker5 
~akers, &c. &c. Had they formed their opi
nions from any evidence prefent to their own 
minds, the probability would have been that, in 
all the cafes, a much greater proportion of the 
children would have been of fome religious per
fuafi()n different frOlu that of their parents; be
cauf~ it was only one of a great number. 

In like manner, if a perfon have by any means 
been led to form a high opinion of the f."lgacity 
and judgment of other perfons, though not his 
parents or tutors, he will be apt to adopt their 
opinions, without any examination of his own. 
And this is evidently the cafe with the generality 
of unbelievers, as well as of other claKes of men, 

B 3 few, 
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6 Catifes of the general 

few of whom will even pretend to have taken the 
requifite pains to form a judgment for thernfe1ves, 
or indeed to have that acquaintance with antient 
hil1ory, and other branches of knowledge, which 
is necdfary for the purpofe. 

They fee many men univerfally celebrated for 
their genius, as Voltaire" Rauifeau, Hurne, and 
Franklin to be unbelievers; and having, withal, 
other reafons to be difinclined to the belief of 
Chrifl:ianity, they perfuade themfelvcs that fuch 
men as thefe could not ha\Te become unbcliever~ 
without fufficient reafon, and therefure think they 
cannot do wrong to rank ,,;,ith them, and readily 
join them in their ridicule of religion, ,md of the 
ScripruYes, of which they have perhaps feen no
thin~ but in the ,,;riring::; of other unbelievers, 
and efpecially the paffilges mofl: open to mifrepre
fentation. It appears to them more reputable to 
clafs with men of fuch fuperior underfl:andings, 

• 

rather than with the bulk of mankind, who retain 
that regard for religion which tbey received from 
their ancel1ors; the generality of religious perfons 
being, it muit be acknowledged, of this dafs. 
Thefe, therefore. they are apt to hQld in contempt 
an(l, from the principle of aifociarion, the religion 
which they profcfs. 

Another 



Prevalence if 11ifidelity. 7 
Another (ouree of infidelity is a diflike of re1i. 

ginn. !vIen who are not {l:rictly virtuous, and 
who l~qGW that every violation of the laws of vir
tue is :tn illY. woe ag,tinfl: rc:ligion, will, whether 
they '\ ill c()n(d~> it ()10 'lot. or iOlleed whether they 
attend f(, if or nor, be ionprelled wirh ;;t (ccret dii: 
like oJ r'le fuhj::-ct, and will thereCore gladly avail 
themfelves of any excuf.:' for giving no attention 
to it. This muil be the cafe with all young men 
who have b~en addicted to pmfane [wearing, or 
to that commerce of the fexes which Chrifiianity 
condemns. And not feeing the immediate bad 
confequellces of t hore practices, they often will 
not allow them to f)e vices, and even :find a handle 
again{l: Chril1ianity for making them to be fuch. 

A diflike to the fi:!bjecr of re1i?;ion, generated 
from thefe and olht'1" c3.u[es, will operate even to 
the extinCti0n of all libenl curiofity with refpecr 
to it. I cannot in any other way account for that 
extreme ignorance of . he Scriptures which is to 
be fonnfi am0116" l11.l11y 'vell educated perfons in 
Englaill!, :~:d other Chrill:ian countries. The 
bible is not reaJ in genteel [chools, or in families; 
and thou.'~h it confiits :jf the moll: antient of all 
books, and on other accounts would natllrally in
vite the fiudy of the curinus, great numbers of 
perfons \vho have had a liberal education are 

B 4 unable 
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unable to give any account of their general 
contents *. • 

*' The following infiance of the extreme ignorance of 
the Scriptures in a perfon of whom more knowledge of 
them might have been expected, may ferve both to amufe 
and to infimct my readers. Being one time in company with 
Dr. Franklin, and a perf on now dead, but of confiderable 
genius and a literary turn, brother to an Engliih noblem';ln 
now living, being introduced, he turned the converfation 
upon the fuLject of the fimplicity and beauty of the Orien
tal ftile of compofition; and to exemplify his obfervations, 
he took down his bible and opening it, feemed to read, but 
really repeated memoriter, that chapter which he had him
felf compofed from an old Jewiih tradition concerning 
Abraham. This the gentleman, not doubting but that it 
was a real chapter in the bible, expre/fed himfelf much 
pleafed with. On this the Doctor fmiled, and the gentle
man perceiving that he had been taken in, was a little mor
tified. However the Doctor, to try him a little farther, 
took the bible again, and read the firfi chapter of the book 
of Job, which the gentleman alfo exprelfed himfelf much 
pleafed with, but faid it was no more a part of the bible 
than the other. The Doctor then fhewed him the bible, and 
faid he might read it himfelf. But even this did not fa
tisfy him. He faid it might be a book of his own printing. 
and no real bible at all. 

The Doctor had before obfe-rved to me, that one fpecies 
of profanenefs was now extina, which was ridiculing the 
Scriptures; becaufe they were no longer read by fuch per
fons as were ufed to take that liberty with them. 

Dr. 
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Can it then be thought extraordinary, that:, 
prejudiced as they are againfr religion in general, 
they ihould not be believers? They want the ne· 
ceifary elements of Chrifl:ian faith, viz. ;a, know. 
ledge of the faas on which it is founded, or only 
fuch a knowledge as is acquired by hearing them 
ridiculed. In the fame fituation, they might have 
been unbelievers in any other hifrory. They 
might think the Greek and Roman hifrories to 
be incredible, and come to fmile. at them, as they 
do at that of the Jews and of Jefus . 

• 

"\Vhereas, could they but read the hif1:oricetl 
part:;; of the Old and New Tefiaments with a rea· 
fonable ihare of candour and impartiality, it would 
b~ impoilible but that their minds muO: be im-

Dr. FraBklin himfelf acknowledged to me t11at he had 
not given fo much attention to the evidences of Chriftianity 
as the fubject required, and defired me ta recommend to 
him a few treatifes (but he added of no great length) OB 

the fubject; promifing to read them with care, and to giTe 
me his opinion. Accordingly, I named to him that part 
of Dr. Hartley's Obflr'Olations on Man which treats of the evi~ 
dence of revelation, and a work of my own, which he faid 
he would read. But the American war breaking out, and 
he leaving England prefently after this, I do not know 
whether he ever read them or not. Nor, indeed. do I 
know that he died an unbeliever. 

prefTe4 
• 
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preifed with a perfuafion of their truth, they bear 
fo many internal marks of it. No perfon reading 
the books of Mofes, the life of Chrift, and the 
Acts of the apoftle'), wirh due attention, and with 
a fufficient knowledge of antient hiftory and of 
human nature, can believe fuch men to be impof
tors. The opinion they could not but conceive 
of their excellent characters, for piety, benevo
lence, and integrity, would repel every idea of the 
kind, whatever diffi( u!ties they might find in recon
ciling fame parts of the narrative with others; 
difficulties, however, fuch as we find in all hifio
ries written by different perfons. And this fa
yourable impreffion concerning the charaCl:er of 
the fcripture hifiori:ms, and the perfons w hofe 
hiilory they write, would prepare the mind for a 
ferious and candid examination of the external 
evidence, which would prefemly appear fuperior 
to that of any other hifiory whatever. 

But by per[om previoufl y difpofed to cavil, the 
moO: important confiderationt; are frequently over
looked, and therefore it is impoffible that they 
fhould make a proper impreffion on their minds. 
Otherwifc, they cou;d not but be fenfible that, 
in rejecting revealed religion, they fubjeCl:ed them
felves to mnch greater difficulties than they could 
have found in confequencc of receiving it, ad-

• • 
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mitting thefe to be confiderable. If Mofes was an 
impofbr, it mufi:, furely, appear extraordinary, 
that, without the advantage of any fplendid ta
lents, as thofe of an orator, or a warrior, he 
fhould i'l1pofe upon a whole nation, and make 
them receive a fyfi:em of religion and laws to 
which they always fhewed the greatefl: averfion. 

But admitting that a man of fuperior knowledge 
fhould arife in a nation fa ignorant as the Jews 
were, he could only have impofed upon them by 
pretences to miracles; and let them be fuppofed 
ever fo fiupid, and to reafon ever fo ill, they cer
tainly had the external ftnfts of other men: And 
if the nature of the miracles of Mofes be confider
ed, it mufi be evident, that it ,vas out of his pow
er, or that of any man, to impofe upon other 
men fo grofsly as, if the Jews were impofed upon 
at all, they mu!l: have been, the miracles were 
upon fo large a fcale. Let any perfon only con
fider the nature, and the magnitude, of the mira
cles exhibited in Egypt, fueh as the changing of 
all the water in the river into blood, or any thing 
refembling blood, the deaths of the firfl: born, and 
of the firfi born only, of man, and of beafl: too, 
through the whole extent of the ccuntry ill one 
night, the paftage of the whole nation through 
the Red Sea, their hearing the articulate pronun-

• • 
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ciatioll of the ten commandments from Maune 
• 

Sinai, their being fed with manna forty years, 
and many others, and he muil be fenfible that the 
moil ftupid of mankind could never have been fo 
grofsly impofed upon. With refpect to the books 
containing an account of thefe miracles, there is as 
much evidence of their being written by Mofes, 
and of their being publiihed while -the events 
were recent, as there is of the genuinenefs and 
antiquity of any other writin~s whatever, whether 
we confider their internal or external evidence. 

If it be fuppofed that the books were written in 
any later period, it muft be fo much the more diffi. 
cult to account for the nation receiving them as 
antient an] genuine writings, and their fubmitting 
to the laws and inftitutions prefcribed in them, 
during the time of their extreme pronenefs to 
idolatry, which certainly continued till the Baby
Jonifh captivity; and after this time all attempts 
to impofe upon the nation fnch books as thofe of 
the Old Tefl:ament, muft have been in vain. Let a 
fImilar attempt be made with refpect to any other 
nation in the world, and let the event determine. 

Independently of the difficulty of impofing upon 
any nation ill fueh a manner as the Jews mufl:: 
have been impofed upon, and with refpect to faCts 

notorioufly 
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nororioufly true, or notoriouily faIfe, there is fure
ly foine difficulty in accounting for Mofes, or any 
other Jew, delivering fuch a fyfl:em of religion 
:lnd laws as his books comain, a fyfl:em fo totally 
different from thofe of all other neighbouring 
nations, and fo much fuperior to them, without 
Clny {uperior advantage with refpeE'r to genius or 
education. When all other nations without ex
ception were devoted to the worihip of a multipli-. 
dtyof deities, and practiced the moa abQminable 
and cruel rites, how came Mofes alone to teach 
the doctrine of one God, the fole creator and go-

• 

vernor of all things, and th at he was to be wot-
fhipped by rites entirely free from all impurity or 
cruelty? How came the rdigion of the Bebrews 
to be the 0n]y one in all antiquity that was favour
able to purity of morals, and, what is perhaps 
more extraordinary {till, free from the fuperfti
tions of divination, magic, and necromancy, to 
which all antient nations without exception, were 
addicted. It is an ignorance of nature, or the 
real c<lufes of events, that is the parent of all this 
fuperflition. But how came Mofes, and the Jews, 
to be more knowing in this refpect than the Egyp
tians, the Greeks, or the Romans? 

The fame and fl:ill greater difficulties occur, 
with refpeCt to Chrifiianity, and the hifl:ory of its 

promuI-
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promulgation, which mufr be wholly overlooked 
by unbelievers, and yet compared with them all 

, 

the difficulties that remain upon the minds of 
Chriftians, confiderable as; they are confe:ff'ed to 
be, are as nothing. If Jefus and the Apofiles 
worked no real miracles, how came fo many thou
fands of the nation of the Jews, averfe as it is well 
known they were to their pretenfions, to believe 
that they did; when it was at the hazard of every 
thing dear to them in life, and even of life itfelf, 
that they profeffed their belief? How were the 
eyes, the ears, and other fenfes of thofe Jews who 
were co temporary with Jefl1S and the Apofiles 
impofed upon; as they mufl have been if no mi
racles were really wrought? For this was not 
a bufinefs of reafoning and argumentation, with 
refpett tn which it is acknowledged that it might 
not be difficult for one man to impofe upon others. 

If it be faid that the cotemporaries of J efus, and 
of the Apof\:les were not impofed upon, but that 
the impofition began at a. later period, the diffi. 
culty will be much increafed. Becaufe, when
ever the fiory was told as a thing that took place 
in time pqjl, it mufl: have been well known that 
no evidence of it exified. If fuch books as thofe 
of the Evangelifis and the At1s if tbe Apqflles 
were fira publHhed at this day, could it be pollible 

I to 
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. to make tbem received as ancient and genuine 
writings, authentic and true hifi:ories? And could 
a fingIe man be found who would riik his liberty; 
or his l~fe, for his f.lith in them? 

If the writings of the Apofl:Ies be {purious, it 
will not be rlenied that the epifrIes of Pliny are 
genuine, and from them it appears that Chrif1:i. 
anity was the general belief of the province of 
Bythinia, and probably of all Afia 1\'1 inor in his 
time. And could this have been the cafe jf its 
origin had not been prior to his time, and in,'Jeed 
as early as the Evangelical hifrory fuppofcs it to 
have been. 

If the Gorpels, and the Acrs of the Apo(IJes .. 
do not conrain, a true hiftory, the Epifi:Ie£of 
Paul, Peter, James, and John, muft be {purious 
too. But let any perfon of common fagacity 
perufe them, with the leafr attention, and fay 
whether they bear any marks of forgery, and 
whether they do not as ftrict:1y correfpond to the 
events andcircumftanct's of the times in which 
thofe men lived, as the Epiftles of Cicero do to the 
incidents of his life, and confequently whether they 
be not as great a confirmation of the Gofpel hi£l:o-

1"Y, as his Epiftles ae of.the Roman? There can
not be a dcubt bur that the writers of tbore Epif. 

tIes, 
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des, whoever they were, were very different from 
one another, and from the Author of the Aas of 
the Apofl:les. So complex a forgery as this muft 
have beel, if it be a forgery, is far beyond the 
powers of man; and yet the writers difcover no 
marks of fllperior ability. 

Bur, independently of thefe difficulties r~fpea
ing matters Gf hiflory, how could it have been ill 
the power of a Jewifh carpenter, with fiihermen for 
his principal affiftants and followers, to impofe upon 
the Jewifh nation and the world, as he did. How 
came fuch a perfon as he to form fo fublime and 
juft ideas of God and of virtue, and efpecially to 
teach the doarine of a future ftate with more 
diflinctnefs and authority than any man who had 
ever preceded him? And it muft be confidered that 
the doctrine of Jefus on this fubjea was that of 
the refurreetion of the dead at a future period, 
a doctrine the moll improbable in itfe1f, and fun
damentally different from the doCtrine of the foul 
furviving the body, on which principle only the 
heathen philofophers taught a future frate. How 
<:ame this Jewifu carpenter, and his followers, to 
(dfeCt fuch a revolution in the religious fyftem of 
all the civilized part of the world, as had never 
been attempted, or thought of,- by any man be
fore him? 

2 Are 
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Are not thefe difficulties, and many others 
• 

might be added to them, of a very ferious nature? 
and yet they do not feern to have occurred to the 
generality of unbelievers. -Indeed, they feern not 
to have had a fufficient knowledge of facts in an· 
tient hifl:ory to be apprized of them; and the few 
who have mentioned, or alluded to, any of them 
do not appear to have confidered them with atten· 
tion, as becomes philofophers, but have con
tented themfelves with giving the mofi: fuperficial 
and unfati:,factory anfwers ; afcribing the belief of 
the miracles above-mentioned to the generOlI ere· 
daftty of mankind. But, in other cafes, men do 
not content themfelves with affigning general 
caufes for particular effects. And, creciulous as 
men fometimes are, they cannot be made to be
lieve any thing, efpecially tbings whieh they have 
no predifpolition to believe, and by perfons to 
whom they are not previoufly difpofed to give 
credit. A caufe {hould be affigned for their ere· 
dulity in every particular cafe. For every fpeci. 
fie effea mun: have a fpeeific caufe; the human 
mind being fubjea -to as regular laws as any 
thing elfe in nature. 

In general, I doubt not, the inatten!ion of un
believers to fueh confiderations as thofc above
mentioned arifes from fomething in their character, 

C and 
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and habits of life, unfavourable to them; habits 
which render them averfe to the doCtrines of re
vealed religion, fo that they fc:cretly wifh they 
may not be true. But the fame eHeCt may be 
produced from a turn of mind which leads men 
to look at the dark fide of every thing, and to 
fear, and fufpect, that every thing they wilh to be 
true may prove falfe. In that fiate of mind, 
they will always incline to dwell on the objections 
to revealed religion, rather than on the direCt evi~ 
dence for its truth; and the confequence of this 
attention to the one in preference to the other, 
may be a fiate of fcepticifm and incredulity;. and 
thus fome very worthy and "yell difpofed perfons 
lOay clafs with unbelievers. But they are com~ 
paratively few. 

That this is a very pollible cafe, we fee with 
refpeCt to other things. How many perfons are 
there in circumfl:ances in which any ilrangel" 
would conclude that they mufi be happy, and 
have great enjoyment of themfdves? And yet, for 
want of attending to thefe circumil:ances, and per
petually dwellir.g upon things that are unfavour
able to them, they are far from be-ing happy. 011 
tbe contrary, they are continually complaining; at 
lh;:; f~'..me time that the things they complain of ap
pear to all their friends to be very inconfiderable. 

. From 
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From wl~atever turn of mind it h<i: that per[ons 
:Ire led to give more at tention to the objeCtions to 
revelation than to the evidences for its truth, they 
will lean to the fide of fcepticifm and infide'ity. 
Bur, in the eye of re.afon, and of God, infidt.lit)" 
arifing from thefe very different caufts will he re
garded in a very dii'fer<:nt light. In fome it will 
be an argument of profligacy, in others of anxiety 
and timidity. 

That the infidelity of Mr. Volney, and prohahly 
that of many other perfons in Fr,lllce, has arifen 
from inattention, and grofs ignorance, whatever 
was the caufe of it, is evident to every perfon in 
the lea!l: converf:.lllt with antient hifl:ory. For he 
fuppofes that no filch perfon as Jefus Cbr"fl: ever 
exifl:ed. Whereas, had he been at all acquainted 
with the hi!l:ory of the times in which Chrif
tianity was promulgated, whether written by 
Chrifl:ians or others, he could have had no more 
doubt of the exifl:ence of Jefus Chrifl:, whatever 
he had thought of his miracles, than of that of 
Julil:1s Crerar. It is as much in vain to argue wirh 
fuch a perfon as thi:>, as with a Chinefe, or even 
a Hottentot. 

Many unbelievers will fay, and I doubt not with 
truth, that they have l-ead both the fcriptures 

C 2 them~ 
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themfelves and the befl: defences of revelation 
that have been recommended to them, and yet 
fcc no reafon to believe in it. To this nothing 
can be replied, but that, in the fl:ates of mind 
that I have defcribed, it is impoffible for them to 
give what deferves to be called a due attention to 
any juft rcprefcntation of things. The words in 
which they are expreifed may be heard, or read, 
but the mind may be fo pre-occupied, that it {hall 
be impollible for them to make their proper im
preffion; and the beft arguments may be no fooner 
heard, or read, than they fhall be entirely for
gotten, or wholly negleCted, fa that they fhall 
have no more ejfcCl, than if they had never been 
prefented to the mind at all. 

The pollibility of wholly overlooking things, 
even with the eyes open, and the objeCt immedi
ately before them, we fee in perfons who are 
fearching for particular plants, or other objeCts, 
among things of a fimilar nature. A hundred 
things may come in view in the com"fe of this 
fcarch, but not being particularly noticed, the 
perfon, ,yho neverthelefs 7JllYC have fcen them, 
lhall not be able to recolleCt his having feen 
them at all. The fame is the cafe with a 
perfon who perufes a book with a particular 
view, or a ]?articular bias, upon his mind. He 

does 
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docs not fee, at leafl: he does not regard, any 
thing but what he is purpofely looking for, and 
wifhes to find; and yet he may not be confcious 
to himfelf of any partiality or bias at all. In this 
cafe it is hardly pofiible for the mind to perceive 
its own delufion, and there feems to be no remedy 
in the cafe. 

It is, however, every man's interefl:, and there
fore ihould be his endeavour, to keep his mind 
as free from prejudice as pollible, in order that 
every truth may meet with no obfl:ruerion to its 
reception with him; and I think the following con
fideration may, perhaps, be of fome ufe to enable 
a perfon to diftinguifh whether his mind be under 
any unfavourable prejudice with refpecr to re
vealed religion, or not. 

Whatever appears advantageous to us, we na
turally wiih to obtain. Now to a virtuous and 
well difpofed mind, the defire of having his exifl:
ence continued, that he may fee more and more of 
the admirable fyfl:em of which he forms a part, 
anel enjoy his being with encreafing advantage, is 
furely unavoidable, if any thing be fOe He will, 
therefore, naturally with that Chrifl:ianity, which 
alone holds out this glorious prof peer to virtuous 

C :3 men, 
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men, fhould be true. It cannot, ifit be dilly conti
dered, appear to be a matter of indifference to 
any man, like a mere (peculative truth, a propo
£Ition in Geometry, or Algebra, in which he has 
no interdl:. Alfl), every perfon mull: know whe
ther he ha~ this wifh, or not. For, if he duly ap
prehend the gre.lt object, he mufl: have a very 
earnell wi{h tlut ChrillirlOiry may be true; and ifhe 
do give up the belit'f of it, it will be with fenfible 
regret. 

Now it appears to me, that few of the unbe
lievers that I bave ever cOllverfed with have any 
concern ,tbout the matter, or rather they with that 
Chrifl:hnity may nct be trut'. For they rejoice, 
and triumph, in every feem:ng refutation of it. I 
thertfore conclude, that (bey are in fuch a fl:ate of 
mind as inclines them to willi that it may not be 
true, probably from fufpeEting that they £hould be 
rather Infers than g:liners in confequence of it. 
They therefore prefer even annihilation to rhe 
profi'e8: of that future ftate of retribution which 
Chrillianity holds out to them; and from a diflike 
of the fubjeCt, they apply to other fl:udies, and 
enga~c in other purfuits, \\ hich entirely predude 
all attenri,:n to this, though in itfclf certainly the 
moll impon~lllt, and the mo11 intcrdling, of all 
others. 

To 

• 
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To a perron of a tllOughrful and fpecnlarive tum 
of mind, capable of enlarged and extenfive views 
of things, rhe fcriptures pre[ent fuch an idea of 
the conduct of Providence, a~ he cannot abandon 
without peculiar regret. To an unbeliever in 
Chrifrianity and a furure £late, the WlyS of God, 
if he be!ievein any God at all, roufi: appear ex
ceedingly dark. He neither knows how things 
came into being, nor to what they tend, and his 
own per[on'll interefr and importance in the great 
fcheme is as nothing. But revelation opens a 
great, a glorious, and man: animating profpeCl:, 
and one in which every individual has the greatefi: 
perfonal interefr. W c.:: are there informed can. 
cerning the origin of the human race, of their final 
ddl:ination, and of many particulars of the vaft 
plan of Providence, including the divine millions 
of Mofes and of Chri£l, the great object of which 
was to form men to virtue here, and to happinefs 
hereafter. 

"\Ve alfo learn in the fcriptures, that all the 
evils of life, the contemplation of which cannot 
but perplex and difrrefs the ferious unbeliever, are 
only a part of that difcipline which is necelJary to 

the great end above. mentioned. We therefore 
fee the hand, the benevolent hand, of God, in 
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every thing; and though in a fl:ate of trouble and 
perfecution, can go on our way rejoicing. In tbe 
hiftory of revelation, we fee' the atter.tion which 
God has given to men, in affurding them light by 
degrees, and as they were able to bear it; in
firuCl:ing them more or lefs from the beginning 
of the world, giving them more diftinCl: and im
portant leffons by Mofes and the pro;)hets. and 
completing the whole [cheme by Chrifl: and the 
Apofrles. 

By the light of Revelation we have the pleafing 
profpe& of the gradual improvement of the whole 

-
human race, in their progrefs from darknefs to 
light, from ignorance to knowlt>dge, and from a 
flate of barbarity and perpetual hoflilitv, to a flate 
of univerfal peact", virtue, and happinefs, in which 
we are affured that this world is to terminate. 

Now, what has an unbeliever to contemplate 
in comparifon with thefe, and other great vie'ws, 
which revelation holds OUt to us, the contempla
tion of which tends to elevate and enable the 
mind, fo as to make a man a fuperior kind of be
ing to a perfon who has no knowledge or belief 
of them? I cannot help concluding, therefore, 
that a man who voluntarily flults his eyes to this 

prof pea, 



Prevalence if Infidelity. 

Frofpea~ mun: have a ftrong bias upon his mind~ 
and of a -very unworthy kind; and if he does it 
it involuntarily~ and with regret, he will not do it 
without great hefitation, and the moil: fenfible 
concern. 

Let the unbeliever then be ingenuous, and fay 
whether he really feels this concern, or not. If 
he be infenfible to the great views I have men
tioned, I {hall conclude that his mind is in a low 
and degraded ll:ate; and that, whatever eIfe he 
may know, he is deftitute of the very dements of 
a right judgment in this cafe, and mull: be left to 

his own deIufions. On the whole, I cannot heIp 
concluding with Dr. Hartley, (O¥rvatioJ1s on 
Man, vol. il. p. J 90) toat ~, notwithllanding the 
~~ great prevalence of infidelity, in modern rimes, 
" it is feldom found to confifl: 'With an accurate 
" knowledge of antient hifl:ory, facred and pro
"fane, and never with an exalted piety and de
" votion to God." 

If we confider the objeCtions that have been 
made to revelation by the moll: celebrated unbe
lievers, we {hall find them to be of fuch a nature, 
as to argue no great attention to the fubject, or 
inch an examination as hiftorical evidence necef-

farily 
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fariIy requires. By fame prifCriptive* arguments, 
which may be formed in a very {hort time, they 
fave themfclves the trouble of that accurate in~ 
quiry into the fiate of facts which cannot be made 
without time and patience, but which the dif~ 

cuffion of the evidences of revelation abfolutely 
• reqUIres. 

• 

The great quefiion between believers and un
believers in revelation, is whether it was poffible, 
confifiemly with the principles of human nature, 

• 
as we now find them, and as we mufi all take it for 
granted th:::y ever hav!?: been, for [uch numbers 
of perr~l1s as the whole ]ewiih nation confifled of 
at their departure from Egypt, and {o many thou
fands of Jews at Jerllfalem at the time of the pro
mulgation of Chrifri:miry, as were then converted 
to it, to have believed the miracles recorded 
in the Scriptures, when they required nothing 
more than the evidence of the fenfes, and when 
they had every motive that men could have to 
afcertain the truth of the faCts, and yet that there 

*' Tertullian wrote a trcatife entitled De Prtt:fi:riptione, in 
which, without confidcring the arguments of the Heretics 
of his time, he endeavoured to prove that they could not 
be in the right, as their tenets were not held in the churches 
that were founded by thr: apolUes. 

fhould 
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alOuId have been no truth in them. This, the 
believer [IrS, would l)e a greater miracle than any 
that rhe hifiory of revelation fuppofes. Now 
this has never been attempted by unbelievers. 
N()r, indeed, has the nafe itfe1F been properly no
ticed by them; having contented themfelves with 
afcribing this great effect, in a random and arbi
trary manner, to the credulity of mankind, with
out endeavouring to {hew that, in any fimilar cir
cumfl:ances, mankind have difcovered the fame 
credu~ity. This will appear if we confider, as I 
briefly alall do, the general turn of their argu-
menrs. • 

1. Mofl: unbelievers have endeavoured to prove 
that, without any examination of the particular 
faCts, on which the truth of the Jewi{h and Chrif. 
rian revelations refl, we may take it for granted, 
that thofe religions cannot be true; being, as they 
conceive, in feveral refpects, unworthy of God, 
and incon{iftent with the dictates of natural reli. 
gion. But what would philofophers fay if, upon 
the puhlica~i.on of any new faEt, or appearance in 
nature, no attention fuould be paid to the evi. 
dence produced in favour of it, but it {hOllld be 
treated as a thing that was impofiibJe, a priori, 
and therefore undeferving of examination? Many 
phenomena in nature appear at firfl: fight to be 

• mean· 
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inconfiftent, as thore of magnetifm and eleCtricity, 
and many in chemiflry, with the law of graviLa
tion, which are not fo in reality, and only {hew 
that we have been too hafly ill drawing general 
conclufions, which now require to be modified, 
the faas in both the cafes being unqueflionable. 

What do we know of nature, or the Author of 
Nature, but from faCts? The firfl thing, there
fore, that is to be done, is to enquire into thti 
truth of the faas; and if the evidence be fuffi
dent to eftahlilh tbis, we mufl leave the queflion 
of their confiflency, or inconfiflency, with other 
faas to fubfequent difc:uffion, however we may 
be induced by any new appearances to correa 
the conclufions we may have drawn from pre
ceding ones. 

DeduCtions concerning the moral attributes of 
God fro:11 the works of nature, are by no means 
fo eafy, and certain, as from faas in the hiflory of 
his tranfaaion~ with men; and there is no procefs 
of invefligation fo familiar to the mind, as that 
by which we judge of human tdl:imony. How 
then can \YC be authorifed to fay that what is 
fully afcertained, by indifputable evidence, to have 
been aCtually done, or faid, by the Divine Being, 
evidenced by fnch works as only the Author of 

nature 
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nature could do, i') inconfil1ent with any thing 
that the mere light of nature teaches us concern
ing him? 

• 

In faa, they who rejea revelation on this pre
tence, firfl: form an idea of the Supreme Being 
from their own imaginations, and not f1"Om the 
produetions of nature, and then conclude that cer
tain things afcribed to him in the fcripture hifiory 
are unworthy of him. But if the hifiory be fufli
ciently authenticated, the feemingly anomalous 
parts in the Divine conduE[ fhould be treated like 
fimilar anomalies in natural appearances, and in the 
condua of providence; leading us only to limit 
and modify former conclufions, which were before 
too general. At leafi, they fhould not he at once 
given up as falfe, but be confidered as dijJicultir:s, 
on which future obfervation may throw' forne 
l' h JIg t. 

But that the moral character of the Divine 
Being, as deduced from revelation, is, on the 
whole, taking the great outline of it, fre€: from all 
reafonable objeetion, is what no perfon can deny. 
N othin5 is more clearly inferred from the light of 
nature, than .vhat \ve learn in the fcriptnrcs con
caning the Author of nature, viz. that God is 
0126', that he i~ himfelf the maker and governor 

f! 
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of all things, that he is infinitt.ly powel"ful, wife, 
and good, that he is a Being of the f1:riCl:dl: vera
city, that he is merciful to the penitent, that he 
is a lover of virtue and a hater of vice, and tbat 
he will reward the one, and puniih the other, if 
not in this life, yet furelr in another. It is im
poffible to read the fcriptures in the moft fuperfi
eia) manner, wit hout forming this idea of God; 
and a thoufand doubts concerning the rectitude 
or the goodne(q of God will arife from confidering 
the works of nature, for one that can occur to 
the moft prejudiced perfon to any of the moral 
attributes of God frum the hi1l:ory of revdation. 

The general inferences, therefore, above-men
tioned, fhould remain with us (even more than the 
belief of the goodnefs t.'f God from the works 
of nature) whatever we may be able to make of 
fome particular circumftances which feem to be 
at variance with them. But it clppears to me, 
that all the objeCl:ions that have been made of this 
kind, the principal of which relates to the exter
mination of the Canaanites, are eafily and fatisfac
rorijyanfwered_ However, the objeCl:ion to the 
whole of revelation hom an attention to parti
cular objeCl:ionable parts, requires 110 time, or 
Jabour of examination, and [uppofes only the moil: 
fuperiicial knowledge. 

z. Other 
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2. Other perf'uns become un believers from fee
ing fuch doch-ines maintained by believers, as (hey 
fee to be contrary to common {enfe, and fuch 
abufes of \)ther kinds as they find in all the civil 
dlablifhments ofCbrifl:ianity, and which are highly 
injurious to civil foeiety ; taking it for granted that 
fuch doCtrines, and fueh abufes, are authorifed by 
the Chrifl:ian religion. They more particularly 
revolt at the do[trine of tran/u/:/lantiation, held 
by all Catholics, and that of the trinity, by muff: 
Protefbnts, and at the exeeiIive power afTumed by 
the popes, and indeed by priefl:s of mofl: Chrifl:ian 
communions. But, furely, in a matter of this 
moment, every man ought, at leaft, to take the 
pains to fee with his own eyes, and to judge, 
by the rules of fair criticifm, whether [nch doc
trines be contained in the {criprures, and whether 
fuch abufes be authorif:::d by Chrift and the 
Apofl:Ies. 

It has hitheno been unfortunately maintained 
by aimofl: all Chriflians, that the fcriptures are: 
divinely infpired; and this being aifumed by un. 
believers, every impropriety of fentimem in the 
writers, and the flightefl: contradiaions ill the hif-

• 

rory. fllfficiently aurhorife thc:m, as they think, 
ro rejeCt the whole. But they fhou!d, at leaft~ 
fee whether the writers prctflld to {'nch infpira-

• 
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rion, w!iich rhey evidently do not; or jf they did, 
they might be mif1aken with rcfpeEl: to that cir
cumflance, as they give no evidence of it, and the 
hif1:ory be in the main as authentic as any other 
whatever. 

In all thefe cafes, a perron taking it for grant
ed that revelation cannot be trne, takes no pains 
to inform himfelf concerning the evidence of the 
facts, which would require much reading, and 
patient invef1:igation, and confequently much time. 
He does not [0 much as read the fcriptures them
felves, or only looks into them in tbe mofl fuper
ficial manner; fo that, befides kno\ving nothing of 
the external evidence, he has no perception of 
that internal evidence, which could not fail to 
{hike a diligent and impartial reader. 

The only unbeliever who appears to me to have 
had any idea of the none f1::tte of the quef1:ion be
tween believt'rs and unbelievers, is Mr Gibbon. 
Being acquainred with hif1:ory, he faw no reafoll 
to entertain any doubt \vith re [peEl: to the circum
fiances in which Chrif1:i<tnity is [,lid to have been 
promulg<lted in the Gofpels, and the Acts of 

• 
the Apof1:les, and confequently the rapidity 
with ",-hich it fpread through the mofl dif1:ant 
provinces of the Roman empire. He could not 

2 deny 
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deny the remarkable faa, that a few unlearned 
men, of a defpifed nation, conceived fuch ideas 
rdpeaing rhe enlightening and reforming of the 
world. as had never occurred to the greatefl: phi. 
lofophers of the moft celebrated nations) and that 
they fucceeded in the bold defign, having propa
gated the new religion with unexampled fuccefs in 
the learned and civilized, as well as the unlearned 
and uncivilized, parts of [be world, and this not
withffanding' the greatefl: fufferings to which they 
and their followers were univerfally expofed; fo 
that there could not have been wanting any motive 

. to the moO: rigorous examination of the facts on 
which it was founded, and while they were aI1 re
cent. He therefore thought it neceflary to give 
his ideas of tbe caufes of this wonderful event. 
For he could not but be fenfible, that everyeffeet 
requires an adequate caufe. But the lamenefs of 

• 

his account betrays the moft extreme prejudice, 
amounting to a total incapacity of forming a right 
judgment in the cafe. 

Mr Gibbon with great ferioufnefs afcribes tIJe 
rapid fpread of Chrifrianity chiefly to the zeal of 
its advGcates, the firi8:nefs of their difcipline, and 
the promifes of happiuefs in an~, ther world, which 
the new religion held out to mell. Bur this is no 
more than, with the J ndian, placing the ",-orId upon 

D the 
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the elephant, without knowing that the elephant 
was fupported by the tortoife. For he gives no 
account at all of the caufe of the great zeal of 
the primitive Chrifiians, of the ftrietnefs of their 
difcipline, or how fo many perfons were induced to 

believe thefe flattering promifes of future happi
nefs, fo as to live and die in the firm belief of it. 
Confeauently, the great difficulty of the ready re
ception of the gofpeJ, and the rapid fpread of Chrif
tianity, without being fupported by miracles, re
mains juft as he found it, wholly unaccounted 
for. The gofpel hiftory clearly accounts for 
every thing that took place. But if that hiaor,. 
be falfe, if no mirades were ever wrought, the 
helief of thofe miracles, by perfl.ns fo indifpofed 
to the reception of Chriftianity as both the Jews 
and Gentiles of that age evidently were, was ab
folutely impoffibIe, on any known' principles of 
human nature; confequently, a much greater mira. 
ele is in reality admitted by unbelievers, than any 

-
that the gofpel hiflory fuppofes, and a miracle 
without any rational objeB: whatever. 

A zealous; Chrifl:ian has no reafon to be alarm
ed at rhe rrefent prevalence of infidelity. Having 
no doubt of the truth of his religion, he is confident 
that it will fin.lIly pr<:'vail, and by its own evidence, 
when it comes to be attc::nded to, bear down all op-

poLitiono 
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pofition. It will be fufficiently evident to all im
partial perfons, even thofe who have not; the 

. leifure, or the means, of entering into the hiflo~ 

rical invefrigation themfelves, that the truly in-
• 

telligent, the inquifitive, the candid, and the 
virtuous, wi11 be the friends of revelation; ,md 
that the firm belief of it tends to form a cha
racter fuperior to that of unbelievers, infpiring 
a dignity and elevation of mind incompatible 
with any thing mean or bafe. The true Chrif
tian, having a confrant refpeCl: to God, a pro
vidence, and a future frate, feels himfe1f lefs in
terefred in the things that excite the avarice, 
the ambition, and other bafe pamons of men, 

• 

and confequently his mind, elevated by devo- _ 
tion, more eafily expands itfelf into univerfal 
benevolence, and all the heroic virtues that are 
conne8:ed with it. The Chriflian, believing that 
every thing under the government of God will 
have a glorious termination, in univert.ll virtue 
and univerfal happinefs, eafily yields himfelf the 
willing infl:rument in the hands of providence, 

• 

for fo great a purpofc; and confidering himfe1f as 
a w(}rker tFJgether witb God, he will liv~ a life of 
habitual devotion, and benevolence; fentiments 
which are inconfifrent with a propenfity to a fen
fual and in-egular indulgence. 

D:2 On 



On the other band, the g~~~~Hty-ofun1?eIie-ver.~ 
will appear to be p,erfons 1;0 whom the fubj,e4t; of 
religion is, o~ fome accoust or: other, l!np~Gafant, 
who, therefot=e, gi ve but little attenti0n to it, or 
to its evidence, and therefore, cannot be deemed 
competent judges of them, whatever be their 
ability, or knowledge, in other refpeCts. A great 
proportion of them, it cannot be denied, are alfo 
profligate, and licentious in their manners; and 
feldom or never looking to God, or a providence, 
they muft have their views greatly contraCted, and 
of courfe {hew other fymptom s. of a little and nar
row mind • 
• 

Thus Chriftianity will ferve to difcrimina~e the 
charaCters of men. It will be cheerful1y em
braced by the worthidl: and the beft of men, anc1 
it will be the means of making them worthier and 
hetter, while it will be rejeCted by the unworthy, 
and this rejeCtion, accompanied with a lefs rd1:rain
ed indulgence of their appetites, and their giving 
with more eagernefs into a variety of worldly pur
ftlits, will tend to debafe their charaCter ftill more. 
And, fro~ the knowledge that I have of ~en, it 
is evident to me that this is the cafe in fael:. 

. 

That Chrifl:ianity. fhould have this two fold ef-
feB:, is not extraordinary. It i~ neceffarily the cafe, 

• 
III 
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in the wife plan of Providence, with every other 
means of virtuous improvement. Neither prof
pertty nor adverfity arc ever [em in vain, never 
leaving any man 'as they found him, but always 
making him either better, or worfe. Profperity 
may either make a man more grateful to God, 
and more benevolent 'to man; or it may make him 
proud, infolent, and unfeeling; and adverfity may 
either make him hllIuble and refigned, or fretful, 
peevifu, and malevolent. 

The intelligent Chrifrian will Iikewi(e fee a va
luable purpo(e anfwered by the_ pre(cnt prevalence 
of infidelity. It is a {hiking fulfilment of the pro
phecies of our Saviour, who, though he foretold 
that his church !hould never fail, likewife inti
mated that, at his fecond coming, he fhould not 
find much faith in the earth. It is likewife a con· 
firmation of what the apofiles have written con
cerning the apofiacy of the latter days. In the 
mean time the prevalence of infidelity is the moft 
efficacious means of purifying our rciigion from the 
abufes and corruptions which at prefent debafe it, 
and efpecially of overturning the civil efiabliiliments 
of Chrifiianity in all Chl'i£lian countries, where
by the kingdom of Chrift has been made a king
dom of this world, having been made fubfervicnt 
to the corrupt policy of men, and in every refpeet: 

- D 3 the 
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the rever(e of what it originally was. Thus are 
unbelievers employed by divine providence to re. 
form the Chrifl:ian Church; and they will do it 
far more effeCl:ually than any of its friends would 
have done, and this will pave the way for its uni. 
verfal prevalence hereafter. Thus the corrup
tions and ahufc:s of Chrifl:ianity produce infidelity, 
and this infidelity is the means, in the wife order 
of Providence, of the complete cure of thofe ('of

rur' ions and abufes, with only a temporary and 
parti~.; :r.jury to that religion, of which they are: 
f9 great an incumbrance! 

• • , 
• • 

, 

• 
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LET T E R I. 

GENTLEMEN, 

HE reprefentatives of your nation, 
zealous to difiinguiih themfelves as the patrons 
of liberty, and the friends of the oppreffed and 
perfecuted, in every part of the world, have done 
me the honour of making me a citizen of France; 
and many of your departments, conceiving much 
too highly of me, and miflaking my talents, did m.~ 
the farther honour of inviting me to take -a .[ea.C· 
in your prefent Conventional Aifembly. Thow,gh" • -

-

confcious of my incapacity to difcharge the" dllties • . 
• 

of this appointment, and unwilling to ·abandofi a • ... 
• , D 4 a fituation4> 

~ • _ ~ t 

" • 
• 
• 
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a fimation of fome ufefulnefs in this country, I 
declined this honour, I accepted with gratitude 
that of citizenjhip for myfelf, as well a5 for my 
fall; and, willing to do every thing in my power 
for the country that has fo generoufly adopted 
me, I !hall run the rilk of being lefs favourably 
thought of by fome of you, by addreffing you on 
a fuLiea which I conceive to be of infinite impor~ 
tance to a:! mankind, though it appears to be too 
much overlooked, or grofsly mifunderfioocl, by 
the gredtdl: part of the French nation. You to 
whom I particularly addl"efs thefe Letters, viz. the 
Phi/(!/ophers and Politictll12S, will fmile, and fome 
of you per:laDs will proceed, no farther, when I fay 
that this fubjeCt is that of religion. 

I am well aware that the very term religion will 
• 

give many of you difguft. N or do I wonder at 
it, when I confider how much the thing has been 
abufed, and how much the: ituerefied and artful 
have availed themfelves of the. ignorance and cre~ 
dulity of the refl: of the world with refpeCl: to it, 
fo that the groffefl: impofitions have long patied 
for ferious truth • 

• • 

• . 

Such, however, you well know to have been 
. the 'cafe with refpeCl: to philofophy, and efpecially 
chemifiry, though the age of myftery and decep~ 

. -
• • 

tIon 
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rion in this bufinefs is now over, and rational and 
ufeful fcience has taken place of folemn pre ten
fions, abfurd fyfrems, and idle tricks. But be
caufe we now hear no more of the. art of tratif
muting metals, or of the elixir vita, which were 
the great objeCi:s of the chemifl:s of the lafl: age, 
do we abandon every thing that bear~ the name 
of chemiflry? Neither, then, ought we to difcard 
every thing that bears the name of religion, be
caufe we have exploded fuperfiition and priefl:. 
craft. 

Tbe objeCts of r~Iigion are unquefl:ionably of 
infinite magnitude, compared to which every thing 
relating to philofophy and chemifl:ry is as nothing. 
If there be a God, a providence, and a future 
frate, which are the objects of religion, it muff: be 
of the greatefl: confequence to men to be apprized 
of them. For befides that they are fubje&s of the 
gre21.tcfl: fublimity in themfelves, and moft deferving 
of our attention and contemplation as rational be
ings, our knowledge of them is of eminent ufe to 
direCt our praCi:ice, and enable us to fecure our 
greateft bappinefs. 

I am far, however, from being willing to daz
zle your minds with a difplay of the magnitude, 
and interefl:ing nature, of the obje&~ that I would 

recommend 

• 
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recommend to your attention. Be as much upon 
your .;uard againfl: deception as you rollibly can. 
It behoves you to be fa, and the more, in propor
ti-_'n to the importance of the fubjeCt:. But be 
upon your guard alfo againfl: deep-rooted preju
dices with refpeCt: to a fubjeCt: that you muft ac
knowledge you have not much confidered. Take 
nothing for granted, either from your nurfes, 
from bold atheifl:ical writers, who abound among 
you, or from myfe1f. But whatever means 
you. apply to deteCt: error, and invefl:igate truth, 
in other cafes, apply them here; and admit no
thing for truth but when the reafons in favour of 
it {hall be fuperior to thofe againft it. 

I will even put the matter on this fair iff'ue. I 
invite you to admit nothing but what {hall appear 
to be Ie aft contrary to natural analogy, and confe
QI1t"ntly to probability. For I maintain that, a~ un
believers in revealed religion, you admit what is 
more contrary to common experience, and daily 
obfervation, than 1 do. I well know you laugh 
at the idea of mirades ; but I fay that it will be 
found, upon inquiry, that you believe in greater 
miracles than myfe1f. This you mufl: acknow-
1ed~e to be a fair iffue, and upon this I freely 
put every quefiion between us. 

I am, &c. 
L];:TTER, 
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LETTER II. 

Of the Being of a God. , 

GENTLEMEN, 

HEN I fay that there is a God, I 
mean that there is an intelligent author of nature, 
and I maintain that it is moft agreeable to natural 
analogy to admit this. Becllufe marks of difrgn, 
which we univerfally confider as indications of 
mind, are as confpicuous in the works of nature, 
~ .. in thofe of art. 

• Would any perfon, after confidering the fl:ruc
ture and obvious ufe of a telefcope, maintain that 
it was made without any defign, and not intended 
to give us a difi:inCi: view of remote objeCl:s; and 
therefore that it does not prove the exifi:ence of 
a mind in which that defign was formed, previous 
to the conftruCl:ion of the infi:rument? Can the 
fame perfon, then, confider the ftruCi:ure of the 
eye, and not fay that it was a work of defign alfo, 
its ufe being exaCi:ly iimilar to that of the te1ef. 
cope, and at leaft as well adapted to anfwer its 
rnd? Are not, alfo, hands, feet, and every other 

, part 

" 
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part of the human body, as clearly adapted to an
fwer their feveral purpofes? May not the fame 
obfervatiou be made with refpeet to every part of 
nature? Is not every thing we fee a part of one 
great whole? Does there not, then, exifr a mind 
capable of comprehending this whole, and a caufe 
that produced the whole? Is it not as abfurd to 
fay that the vifible univerfe had no caufe without 
itfelf, <lS that a teIefcope had none? 

Whatever difficulty may attend the farther 
quefi.ion, what was the caife of this cazife; thus far 
\ve proceed on the deardl: grounds, following the 
mof1: indubitable analogies; and, difficult as it may 
be to conceive that th~s great caufe of all things 
exil1:s, and has exi!l:ed, uncaifed from all eternity, 
it is not fo difficult as to believe that any thing 
could begin to he without any caufe; fince this 
you cannot but acknowledge to be an abfolate 
impoffibility. For if ever there was a time when 
nothing had exif!:ed, nothing could have exif1:ed. 
The aetual e::<::~f!:ence, therefore, of fuch a world 
as this, of which we make a part, a world which 

• 

bears every poffible mark of the mof!: exquifite de-
fign, is an irrefragable proof that there exifts, and 
has exif1:ed from all eternity, a Being poffeffed of 
a mind capable of comprehending it, and that 
mnO: be deemed the proper author of it. 

That 
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That we do not fie this great Being, is no evi. 
dence of his non-exi!lence. F9r as many things 
do not affect fome of our fenres, which are the in
lets of all our ideas, others may elude them all. 
Nor is it of any moment whatever in what kind 
of fitl?flance the attributes of power and intelli. 
gence, which we mufr afcribe to the author of the 
vifible univerfe, refide. In fact, we know no
thing of any (ubjla.'!l-[c." hayi:n.g no· idea of any 
thing but what we call p.ropertie.s, which as we 
fu,.y, inhere in, or· belong to, the feveral things, or 

.f.uijlanccs" that we are acquainted with. . It is 
enough for us that there are evid.ent marks of de-. 
fign; in wha,t we fee, to) infer, tohe ex'iftence of a de
jjgning, cauft..,. w hatev:er that caufe be, and whe
ther:, with refpect to its fupfrance, it be vifible 01-

jllvi~blc:, tangit>l,c or int:angible, &.c. &c. &c. 

I am, &c • 
• 

• • 

• 

L.ETTER 

• 
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LET T E RIll. 

Of the Attributes and Providence of God. 

GENTLEMEN,-

DMITTING the being of a God, 
or a principle if intelligence in the Univerfe, We' 

muIl: judge of the diftgns of this Being as we 
would of thofe of any other, viz. by the charaCter 
of his work~. And the works of nature, I think 
you cannot but admit with me, are the works' of 
a benevolent author; all percipient creatures be
ing formed capable of enjoyments fuited to their' 
nature, and furnifhed with the means of procuring 
them, and alfo of avoiding, or mitigating, the 
evils to· which they are nece.1Iarily expofed. 

The more we fee into the reconomy of nature,_ 
the more fenfible we are that all evil is fubfervient 
to good, and, as far as we can judge, infeparable 
fro<>m it; fa that, for any thing that appears, the 
moIl: benevolent Being would not have conIl:ituted 
the univerfe otherwife than as it is. That we 1hould 
not be able to fee the ufes of all particular evils, 
and fhould not be able to comprehend the whole 

of 
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't>f fa immenfe a fyil:em as that of the univerfe, 
cannot appear furprifing, when one man is not 
always able, without particular infl:ruCi:ion, to 

comprehend the works of another man. 

, It is aIfo moil: agreeable to analogy to afcribe 
the whole univerfe to one author, on account of the 
uniformity that is evident through the whole, and 
the fubferviency ot one part to another, immenfe 
as this great whole is, and incomprehenfible aIJ 
the great Author of it muil: be.. If it would be 
unreafonable to fuppofe that one being formed 
the head of a man, another the hands, and others: 
the remaining parts of the body, equally unrea. 
fonable would it be to fuppo[e that one being 
formed the earth, another the plants, another the 
fewls, and others the land and fea animals be
longing to it; fince they ate all intimately related 
to, and conneCted with, each odler, alld in faa 
are only. parts of one wh(!/e. If we carry our 
views farcher, we fhall fee the reafon'tblenefs of 
concluding that the earth and the moon, the fUll 

and the planetary fyil:em, nay the: fyfiems of funs. 
and every thing cnmprifed In the whole univer{e, 
had but ant" and the f:,m<' au(hor ; fillce the la.tle 
law of fTravitclion, and prob ... '.ly many other laws, 
conn~a: cll~m ~ll. 

Farther 

, 



• 

Lct!t!r.t to th4 
• • 

Farther, as no intelligent being <:Ioes. any thing 
without fome view, or defign, we mnft conclude 
that every thing ill nature has its fpecific a~d pro
per ufes; that nothing was formed in vain; the 
moil inconfiderable article, as it may appear to us, 
being as efi"ential to the whole as the larger and 
more prominent parts. And as the laws of na
ture mull: be intimately known to the Author of 
them, he mufl: Eorefee every thing that can come 
to pafs, and muil: have planned every thing that 
comes to pafs from the beginning, fo that nothing 
can ever oppofe his defign. This is what we call 
the doCtrine of an univerfal and particular Provi. 
dence, or the adaptation of aU things, and of all 
events, to the defigns of that great Being who 

, 

planned, and who prefides over, the whole. Thi~ 

is a truth no lefs clear and indutitable, than it ii 
fublime and confounding to our underftandings. 

I frequently read the writings of your atheifHcal 
philofophers, that I may clearly underftand, and 
enter into, your views and feelings. I wiih you 
would do the fame with ref pea to our writings. 
In your endeavours to exclude the idea of a de
figlling caufe from the univerf~, I perceive much 
embarraffment and contradiCtion, when you would 
fubftitute the term Nature for that of God. You 
are {huck with the manifeft wonders of nature, 

and 

• 
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and look no farther. I fee the fame wonders, .but 
they 1ead me to revere the great Author of na-

-
ture, that mind which comprehends the wh01e. 
You fee nothing in nature but effetls. I revere 
the cauft. What you afcribe to a bJina undefign
jng principle, fomething that bears no analogy to 
what we call mind, or peifon, I afcribe to a proper 
intelligent Being, a Beiflg, whom I confider, and 
am happy in confidering, as ever prefent with me, 
and attentive to me, and to all things; who 
brought me .into being for the mofi benevolent 
purpofes~ and who will conduct me through all 
the :fl:ages of it. You fee nothing around you 
but fomething to gaze at. I look beyond all this, 
to a Being, or a perfon, that I can fpeak to, the 
objeCt: of my gratitude, my attachment, and my 
confidence. 

Acknowledge then, that whatever e1fe you may 
think of my fentimenrs, they make me happier than 
yours can pollibly make YOil; efpecially when if: 
is added, that, in my ideas, the pref(:'nt life is by 
no means the whole, nay, but the very infancy of 
my exifl:ence, and that the great Being who m.tJe 
me, and who has placed me in a fchool of difci. 
pline here, will not leave me in the grave, but 
produce me again in circumfiances much more fa
vourable than the prefent. 

• 

E Here. 
• 
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Here, I am fenfible, you will {mile again; but 
attend to what I fhall obferve on this fubjea in 
·my next Letters. 

1 am, &c. 

LET T E R IV. 

Of the Evidence of the Miracles performed in .At. 
td/ation of the jewijb and Chrifiian Religion • 

GENTLEMEN, 

D MITTIN G the being of a 
God, and his confiant Providence, you afk me 
what evidence I have of a futureflate. I anfwer 
(and I beg you will not revolt at my language, 
but have the patience to hear me out) the exprefs 
declaration of God hirnfelf, that he will raife men 
from the dead at a future period, and that he will 

. then render unto them according to their works; 
. -

and you cannot doubt the power of the Author 
of nature to do this. 

If you alk me the evidence of this, which I 
• 

know you will think a firange a:f[ertion, I anfwer, 
that 
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that this has been declared by men who were 
• 

commiffioned by God for the purpofe, and who 
proved their million from him by fuch worb as 
God only, the Author of nature, could perform~ 
viz. rea'l miracles, an evidence and the only evi
dence, of a: power that could controul the laws of 
nature. 

Again, the proof that fuch miracles have been· 
wrought, is fuch jqflimony as cannot be denied 
without admitting frill greater miracles, viz. that, 
numbers of perfons the befr qualified to judge of 
them, and who had no motive to impofe upon 
others, attefi their reality. Since, to fuppo[e that 
all thofG. perfons were either. deceived themfe1ves, or 
concurred in a fcheme to impofe upon others, 
would be more evidently contrary to the known 
courfe of nature refpeCl:ing mankind (who, we 
mnfi take it for granted, have been the fame in 
all ages) than the reality of the miracles which 
they attefi; this, when all the circumfrances of 
the cafe are attentively confidered, being a more 
manifefi violation of the efrabIilhed laws of na
ture, than the other, and for no rational end . 

. 

1"or example, that the whole nation of the Jews, 
confiiling at that time of fix hundred thoufand 
men, befides women and children, lhould believe 

E 2 that, 
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that, after feeing many miracles perfor(ued tu 
Egypt, they all walked through the Red Sea, 
while the waters divided to make them way; that 
they all heard the diil:ince articulate pronunciation 
of" the ten commandments from Mount Sinai; 
that after continuing in the wildernefs forty years, 
during which they were witnefies of feveral other 
miracles, they all went through the river Jordan 
as they had through the Red Sea; that they 
fhould obferve the Paffover, and other annual 
cufi:Oll1S, in commemoration of thofe events, and 
preferve among' them to this day books ccntain
iug a diil:ina narrative of thefe events, univer
fally, and at aU times, believed to be written at 
the time while the events were recent, are faCts of 
this nature. 

Jews are men, and they were by no means pre
viau{ly dif\)ofed to helieve any thing of the kind 
abovE' mentioned. or to pnCtife the reHgious rites 
t:njr'ined uron them in confcquence of them. And 
therefore that their minds !honld be univerfally 
jmpr~"«cd with this belief, without a fufficient 
caufe, in the reality of the events, would be a pro
per miracle, nay a complication of miracles, of the 
man: extraordinary natUre. And what makes the 
cafe more {''{trat.>rdinary frill, it would be a feries . 
of miracles wrought for no end; whereas the 

miracles 
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miracles recorded in the books of Mofes had a 
great and worthy object, viz. to imprefs the minds 
of the Jewifh nation, and through them thofe of 
other nations~ with the firm belief of the fupre
macy of one true God, the maker of all things, 
and of his providence in conduCting the affairs of 
men. 

Alfo, the miracles performed by Chrifi, the 
great objea of whofe miiIion was the revelation 
of a future {late of rewards and puni!hments, are 
lefs extraordinary, and lefs contrary to the com
mon courfe of nature, than the firm belief of {() 
\lIany thouh'wds of perfous, (previoufly difpofed 
as they all were) that {uch miracles were wrought; 
when they had every opportunity, and every mo
tive, that men could have to fatisfy themfe1vcs 
concerning their truth, on the fuppofition that no 
fuch miracles were wrought. And the reality of 
thdr belief cannot be quefiioned, fince they facri. 
ficed every thing that men hold dear to them in 
life, and many of them life itfelf, to their belief. 

The miracle, for fo I muO: call it, of fo' many 
perfons deceiving themfelves and others, could not 

• 

have been calculated for any other purpofe than 
that of lIttre de/tifton, without any rational o~je8: 
whatever. ,\Vhereas the miracles on which the 

E 3 belief 
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belief of Chrifiianity is efiabliilied had the greateft 
and mofl: glorious objeCl: that can be conceived, 
viz. the giving mankind a jufl: idea of their future 
defl:ination, {hewing them that this life is but the 
infancy of their being, and that they are to be 
educated for an immortal life hereafter. The full 
perfuafion of thefe great truths gives an unfpeak
able dignity to the human character; it adds 
greatly to the true enjoyment of this life, and in a 
manner annihilates all its pains and troubles, as 
well as tends to prepare them for their future fl:ate • 

• 

This was an objeCl: worthy of the author of the 
human race, and could not have beea accom
pliilied by any other than fupernatural means; 
110 appearances in nature giving us any rational 
ground LO expect that we {hall furvive the gr~ve. 

-
Nothing, however, could be better calculated to 
produce this belief than fuch miracles as Chrifl: 
wrought, and himfdf, the great preacher of the 
doctrine, dying in order to exemplify in his own 
perfon, that re[urreCtion which he was authorifed 
to promife to all. Had the mofl: incredulous of 
mankind been aiked, what evidence of a future 
life would fatisfy them, they could not have de-
manded any thing more than this; nor, as I have 
difl:in8:ly fuewn in my Diftourft on tbe Rifurrec
tion of 'Jifus, could' they have demanded any 

fironger 
• 
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ftronger evidence of any faa, than that which di. 
vine Providence has actually provided for this~· fa 
that its credibility fuould be {hanger, efpedally 
in remote ages, and to the end of time • 

• 

• 

You may be difpofed to arraign the condua of 
Providence in not fuperfeding the ufe of miracles, 
by fucb a general plan of things as 1hould render 
them unnecdfary for the moral infiruction amI 
improvement of man. But, befides that it might 
be fufficient in reply to this to fay, that it is not 

• 

(lur bufinefs to dictate to the Author of nature, 
we may eafily perceive that if an attention, on the 
part of man to the Author of nature bet of any ufe 

• 

to us, as it evidently is, this end is much better 
gained by occafional deviations from the laws of 
nature than by a rigorous adherence to them. 

Such is the confiitution of human nature, 
(which we muO: take for granted is the beft,) 
~hat things ot couO:ant occurrence, and perfealy 
regular in their appearance, do not eafily excite 
particular attention. Who of the bulk of man
kind aiks the reafon why the fun rifes, why 
plants produce their proper feeds, or feeds their 
refpective plants? But unufual appearances ex
cite univerfal attention, and we cannot be faris
lied without knowing why they happen. It i~ 

E 4 very 
• 
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very po:fiible for a nation of men ttl pars their 
whole lives in the view' of all the wonders of 
nature, without ever inquiring after the Au
thor of nature. But let their attention be ex .. 
cited by prodigies or miracles, and they will be 
led to reflt'Cl: upon the fubjea, and thus come to 
revere God in all his works, thofe of common 
providence, as well as thofe of an extrordinary 
nature; and thus a refpe8: tor Him and his laws 
may poffefs their minds, and influence their con
duCt. And no perf on is authorifed to fay that this 
great end can be equally anfwered without mira
cles, or occafional deviations from. the regular laws 
of nature. 

I am, &c • 

• 

LETTER. 
• 

, 
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L ~ T T E R V. 

agailyt fupetjicial Reafimil1g 
Sul?JeCl. 

GENTI.EMEN, 

• 

on this 
• 

• 

T is not my intt'ntion in thefe L(Jt~ 
ters to enter into a detail of the evidences of re· 
v~aled religion. This I have done, in a great 
meafure in other publications; but only to give 
you what I apprehend many of you have not at 
prefent, viz. fome idea of the importance of the 
fubject, and the nature of the evidence, in order 
to induce you to make farther inquiries concern. , 
ing it; and I Winl you to do this with the dili~ 
gence and rigour that the cafe requires. 

Be perfuaded, then, to examine with Que care 
and impartiality the evidence of the facts on which 
revealed religion is founded, as you would do with 
refpect to any other interefting facts of the fame 
l1iO:oricai nature. It is acknowledged that the facts 
recorded in the books of fcripture are not analo. 
gous to any that now fall under our obfervation, 
and tbat, therefore, they require a prDportionably 
fironger ,.evidence. But then yOll will find the 

evidence 

• 
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evidence tlJ he proportionably {honger than that 
for ordinary facts; no other facts recorded in hif. 
tory being nearly fo well attefied. Circumftanced 
as. the primitive Chriflians were, we cannot doubt 
but that both they. and their enemies felt them-

• 

felves deeply interefted in afcertaining the truth 
with refpect to them. In confequence of this fitu
atIon, we may be well affllred that no other faCts 
whatever underwent a thoufandth part of the 
fcrutiny that, from the nature of the cafe, thefe 
11ll{/t have done; and while they were recent, fo 
t.hat the examination was the moH eafy. Both 
the per:fecuted and the perfecutors would do every 
thing that their oppofite interefts could luggeft to 

prove, or to difprove, the miracles appealed to. 

And we fee that after a contert of three centuries, 
when Chriftianity had aU the powers of the world, 
and all the learning of it too, to contend with, it 
prevailed, and eftabli£hed itfelf. What could this 
• 

be owing to but the power of truth? for it had 
no other advantages whatever. 

• 

Do not content yourfelves with faying, that 
" mankind have always been the dupes of impo
" fition, [0 that there is no occafion to trouble 
" yourfelves with enquiring by what means they 
" were impof~d upon in this, or any other parti
" cular cafe." 

. Credulity 
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Credulity is an affe8:ion of the human mind 
that well deferves to be confidered by philofo
phers. Like other f!!fefls, this mufl: have a fixed 
cazife. And the only rearon why men become 
difpofed to believe without much inquiry, is an 
idea, acquired by themfelves, or received from 
others for whofe opinion they have a refpe8:, that 
ftriCi: enquiry was not necefiary; the thing to 
which their affent is demanded being fo analogous 
to other undoubted events, that a flight evidence 
is fufficient. This, however, fuppores that the 
credibility of [orne 'events to which thefe are ana
logous was originally well efiablifhed. Confe
quently, the too eafy belief of extraordinary 
events affords a pretty {hong prefumption, that, 
though not the events in quefiion, yet that others 
fimilar to them, were well authenticated. 

If we fee any perfon, by his knowledge of phi4 
lofophy, chemifiry, {leight of hand, or any other 
means, do things that afionifh us, we give the 
clofefl: attention to the fa8:s, and do not admit 
them at firil: without very particular evidence. 
But· having feen them, or been by any other 
mean!: fully fatisfied of their reality, we do not 
think it neceffary to make the fame firia examina
tion of fimilar faCts, reported to be performed by 
the fame perfon, by thofe in connexion with him, 

or 
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or bv fimilar means. They are then confidered 
as common events, being agreeable to a new. ana· 
logy of things. 

The readinefs, therefore, with which the re .. 
ports of miracles faid to be wronght by your faints 
in the dark ages, in which there is reafon to fuf. 
pea grnfs miftake, or impofition, will afford a 
philofopher an argnment for believing that, in 
fame preceding age, real miracles had been 
wrought, and that the credit of them had beell 
well efl:abliilied. For fuch would be the neceffary 
dEB: of the reality of the miracles of Chrifl: and 
of the Apofl:les. Thefe being aJmitted, the cre
dulity of the Chrifl:ian world with ref pea to fub
fequenr miracles followed of courfe, but not upon 
any other fuppofition. 

In "a fimi1ar manner I account for your incre
dulity with re[pea to all miracles. You have 
given no attention to the evidence of the original 
and "well authenticated miracles, hut only to that 
of the fubfequent and fabulous ones; and feeing 
reafon to difudieve thife, you have been led by a 
falfe analogy to fllfpea aJ!. Bur ,.".ithout confi
dering the prefent fl:ate of things, you fhonld place 
YOllrfelves in the fituation of a philofopher at the 
time of the promulgation of Chrifiianity, and ex· 

• amIDe 
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amine the circumfl:ances of the original miracles, 
the credit of which procured the too e8~V belief of 
the fabulous legends, at which you fo jufl:ly revolt. 

Many unbelievers, viewing things very fuperfi
dally, think to fatisfy themfelves and others \vith 
faying, that antimt traditions are never to be de
pended upon; that there were Egyptian and Gre .. 
cian fables, as well as Jewifh and Chriflian ones, 

• 

but that now men of fenfe pay no regard to any 
()f them. 

But theyeTo not attend to the obvious and im
portant difiinction between tradition and h!flwJ', 
between opinions taken up a long time after a 
fuppofed event, and written records of tranfaCtions 
coeval with them; and this is precifely the diifer
ence between the fabulous hifl:ories of Egypt and 
Greece, and the Morak and Chriflian hifrories. For 
it is as certain that the books of Mofes were writ
ten and publialed to the whole of the Hebrew na
tion in hi, life-time, and the hifl:ory of the Evange
lifts and the Acts of the Apoflles in the age in which 

. the tranfactions were recent, as that the hifrories 
of Thucy,iide~ and Tacitus were \Vrinnl and'pub .. 
lifllerl in the Lme circumfl:ances; becaufe the peo. 
pIe among who n they were publilhcd equally re· 
cc:ivt:d them as genuine, and the::reby gave their 

tefrimony 
• 
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tellimony to the general truth of their contents-.. 
And at no period of time would it have been more 
eafy to procure them the reception they obtained 
in the one cafe, than in the other. 

-
. 

As human nature was the fame at aU times that 
it is ott prefent, we may form a judgment of the 
difficulty of Impofing upon any nation, or people" 
fuch hifiories as thofe of the fcriptures by a fup. 
pofition refpeaing ourfelves. Let any perf on then 
endeavour to perfuade the people of this country, 
that their anceftors, in fome remote period, paffed 
from Calais to Dover, by walking through the 
fea, which divided to make them way, and let 
him produce books containing a circumfiantial ac
count of the event, as wri tten at the time. Would 
he be able to procure any credit to the narrative? 
He would certainly be laughed at for his pains. 
In faa, it would be no le:fs difficult fqr him to do 

• 

this, than to divide the fea, as he hadre1ated. He 
would find the one to be as really impoffible, as 
much contrary to the dl:abli.lhed courfe of nature~ 
as the other. 

In -like manner, let any perfo nproduce books. 
fimilar to thofe of the New Tdl:ament, and fee if 
he can gain fueh general credit to them, as to in
duce thoufands of all defcriptions of men to under-

.go-

• 



French' Philqflpher.r, &c. 
-

63 
go the greateft hardfuips, and to lay down their 
lives, for their faith in them, even in circum fiances 
far more favourable to his purpofe than thofe ill 
which the Evange1ifts wrote. He would find.ic 

o • 

as eafy to raife the dead, as to effeCt any fuch 
a thing. 

It requires only a due attention to fac7s, fuch 
as no perf on who has any faith in hifl:ory can deny, 
and to the well known principles of human nature, 
to perceive this. But few unbelievers in revela
tion have been difpofed to pay this due attention 
to either; and in confequence of this they really 
believe things more extraordinary in their nature, 
and therefore more truly incredible, than the Jew 
or the Chrifl:ian. 

Study, then, with particular attention the hif
tory of the times in which Chriflianity was pro
mulgated. The narrative is as circumftantiaI, and 
as opea to inquiry, as that of Crefar and Porn-

o 

pey, or that of any other period of antiquity; and 
you will find indubitable f<las, and innumerable 
of them, abfolutely inconfiflent with your hafty 
and random hypothefis. 

You will find men of all defcriptions, and of all 
~ations, many of them as cool and fenfible as your

felves, 
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felves, and who had as much at flake, with ref pea 
to character, or fortune, as you can have; lllen 
who had every means of informing themfelves on 
the fllbject, and who evidently fpared no pains in 
doing fo; fo impreffed with the perfuafion of the 
reality of the great events on which the truth 
of Chriftianity is founded, that they perfifted 
through life in giving the fullen: evidence of their 
conviCtion. 

And it is panicnlarly to be obferved, dlat this 
was not a perfuaficin concerning metaphyjical opi
nions, of whicil few perf;~ns are competent judges,. 
but things that were the objeets of the fcnfes ; 
fuch as the inftant cnre of di[,)rders well known 
to be the man incurable, raifi!lg tne dead to life, 
and other works equally miraculous and f1:upen
dous, in 'which there c,)uld be no fufpfcion of 
fallacy, and of which all perfons are equally 
judges. 

But fame of your writers have given fo little 
attention to this fubjecr, though it is an hifiorical 
one, that they have denied the very exitlence of 
Jefus Chriil:, have aiTerted that the very term 
Chri/l was borrowed from forne F.aflern language, 
having the fame origin with Chrfjc12ou, one of tbe 
gods of HindoIl:an, and that Chrifiiallity is only 

I a par-
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a particular modification of the worfilip of the 
fun. 

Serious as the fubjeet is, it is not pollible to 
forbear fmiling at fuch palpable ignorance. I iliall 
expeCl: that the fame writers will foon attempt to 

allegorize the hifl:ory of J ulins Crefar, and main
tain that no fuch perron ever exifl:ed. For there r' , 
is not a hundreth part of the evidence for the ex- J 

• 
iftence of J nlius Ca;!far, that there is for that of ; 
Jefus Chrifl:. Hereafter the hifl:ory of France it
felf may be allegorized; the very names of Lewis, 
DUJJlourier, and PethioJl, may be derived from an
tient languages, and the prefent war of your re
public againfl: the defpots of Europe, may be faid 

• 
to mean nothing more than the war of the ele-
ments of nature. 

If I had not feen fo much of the power of pre
judice, I fhould wonder that fa many men, of un
quefl:ionable good fenfe among you, and even ;tble 
writers, fhould have given fo little attention as 
they have done to natural probability, in judging 
concerning an hifl:orical fllbjecr. 

, 

The letter of Pliny the younger is well known 
to all the learned, and its genuinenefs was never 
called in quefl:ion; and yet one would think that 

F fome 

• 
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fome of your writers againfl Chriflianity had never 
heard of it. He wrote about A. D. 106, between 
feventy and eighty years after the death of Chrifl. 
In it he ail{.s advice of the emperor Trajan how 
to act "vith refpeCt to the Chriflians who were 
brought before him; and, fpeaking of the pro
grefs that the new religion had made in his pro
vince, Bythinia, he fays, "Many of every rank, 
" and of both fcxes, are accufed, and will be 
" accu[ed; nor h;;.s the contagion of this fuper
" flition feized cities only, but !eirer towns alfo, 
" and the open country. Neverthelefs, it [cems 
" to me that it may be reflrained, and correCted. 
" It is cerrain that the temples, which were al. 
"moil forfaken, begin to be more frequented, 
" and the facred folemnities, aftcr a long inter
" million, are revived. ViCtims are every where 
"bought up, ""here for fome time there were 
" few purchafers." 

Could Chrifl:ianity have.ll1a,Je this amazing pro
grefs in f{) {hort time, without force, and againfl 
every pofiible mode of oppofirion, if there had 
ueen nu {uch perron as Jefus Chrifi, or if there 
had been no truth in the evangelical hiflory?
Bythinia was not very far from Judea, where it 
originatt.d; and as both countries ",-ere within the 
fame empire, there could not have been wanting 

al~y 
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any opportunity of making inquiry into the trutla 
of the faets. And it is remarkable, that the 
nearer we approach Jerufalem, as at Antioch in 
Syria, where the impofl:ure, if there had been 
any, mufl: have been more evident, the more 

'. 

Chrifl:ians we find. That this ihould have been 
the cafe without there being fuch a perfon as 
Jefus Chrifl:, or any truth even in the miraculous 
part of his hifl:ory, would be more extraordinary 
than any thing that is related by the evangclifl:s; 
the admiilion of whofe account of things makes all 
the refl: perfeetly eary and natural. 

1\1r. Leqninio, a later "Titer than lVlr. Volney, 
does not deny the exifl:ence of J efus Chrifl:, but 
what he fays of him is more improbable than even 
this. He reprefents him as the wifefl: and beft man 
that ever lived, which he certainly was; " one 
" who was aCtuated by the mofl: fincere good-will 
" to all the human race, teaching the great prin
" ciples of moral equality, and the purefl: patriot
" ifm; braving all dangers, oppofing the great, 
" defpifing alike glory and fortune, equally tern· 
"perate with refpeet to himfelf, beneficent to 

" others, and fympathizing with all; hated by 
" the powerful, whom he provoked; perfecuted 
" by the intriguing, whofe artifices he expofed; 
" and put to death by a blind and deceived mul. 

F 2 " titude, 
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,c; titude, for whom he had always lived. This 
~~ generous phiianthropil1," he fays, ;;<. who wholly 
H facr::!lced himfdf to the public good, who gave 
~, his whole exillence ~o the unhappy, and even 
H to his per[ecurors, never lived but to teach vir
"tue. Prcjuges detruits, p. 286 • 

• 

. 

Was ever a charaCter ill romance more unlike 
any thing in nature than this? And yet this was 
an ordinary Jewifh carpenter, who had no advan
tage of education. or knuwledge of the world. 
This man, M.r. Leguinio fuppofes, without any 
thing fupe:natura.l about him" to have acquired 
this moll: extraordinary fuper-human difpofition, a 
geuerofity and magnanimity exceeding that of aU 
the heroes and philofophers of antiquity, to have 
converted thoufands of his countrymen to the be
lief not only of his being a prophet, or a man in
fph-cd of God, but even the MdJiab, whom be
fore this they had univerfally expected as a king 
and a conqueror, and that, after dying in th~ moO: 
public manner, they were fatisfied he rofe from 
the dead, as he declared beforehand he fuould 
do, in confirmation of his divine million. 

If a perfon of fo excellent a moral character 
could be a mere impofi:or; if a man with fo few 
natural advantages could deceive fo many of his 

country-
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(;"llTt'ttrymen, all previoufly 3ifx)ofi:d to nject his 
cl.lirn, and en;.J.ble theln to deceive fa many more, 
of all nations, we mu!1 fay that nature, neitller 
before n'.lr fince that. time, ever produced fuch 
men, eitho.:r to decLive or be deceived. It is not, 
however, a little extrrordinary, that Mr. Lc::quinio 
fhoulJ cxprefs thi:; high admiration of a man who 
direeted his 'whole life, and finaHy died to efiablifu 
that very prejudice which he himfelf is labouring 
to dellroy. He certainly did not judge of the 
feelings of Jefus Chrifl: by his ow"n. 

As the ~vidences of revealed religion are of an 
hifioricaI nature, let me advife you, in a more 
efpeciaI manner, to read with the greareft atten
tion the hifrorical books of fcriprure, and fee whe
ther they bear any marks of forgery. If your 
minds be truly unprejudiced, you wiII be fatisfied 
that 110 b00ks were ever written with fo much in
genuoufne[s, or that have fo many internal marks of 
truth. But do not expeCt that, with regard to com
pofition, and accuracy in other things, they fhould 
be \vithout faults. Confider the manners, opi
nions, and prejudices of the times in which they 
were written, and make due allowance for them. 
A tinCture of thefe is an at.:gument of their ge
nuinenefs. For alI that is pretended by well in
formed ChrHl:ians is, that the books that are 

F 3 ufually 
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ufl1ally termed .facred, were Wlitten by pious a.nd 
honefl: men, well acquainted with the facts which 
they relate, but that they reafon about them in 
fnch a manner as it was natural that perfons in 
their circnmftances would do. The different wri
ters a1fo, like all other genuine original hiftorians, 
rebte facts with the fame variations, with refpect 
to order, and !ers important circl1rnfiances, when 
they agree in every thing of real confequcnce. 

Confider al[o that no writer is properly re
fponfible but for what he relates as of his own 
knowledge, or the events, and tranfactions, o"f his 
own times. The hifl:ory of Mofes, for example, 
properly commences with the Exodus. The whole 
of the book of Genefis mufl: have been colleCted 
from tradition, and the nccount that Mofe~ has 
giv~n of the creation was fuch as appeared to him, 
and other perfons of his age, to be well founded. 
He no where fays that he was divinely infpired in 
what he \vrote on that fubjea. 

That the hooks of fcripture were written by 
particular divine infpiration, is a thing to which 
the writers themfelves made no pretenfions. It 
is a notion deftitute of all proof, and that has 
done great injury to the evidence of Chriflianity; 
as alfo have other abfurd opinions, and various 

fuperfiitious 
• 

• 
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fuperflitious pracrices, adopted by Chriflians of 
later ages, though from the influence of the cit
cumf1:ances in which they were. 

In my Hijlory of the Corruptions of Chri.flianity, 
yon will find an ,'Lcconnt of al1, or the principal, 
of thofe opinions and pracrices, and of the caufes 
which gave rife to them. I beg your attentive 
perufal . of tbat work, as/well as of I~1y Hijlory of 
tbe CbrijliaJl Church 1.0 tbe Fall of the T'lTd/ern 
Empire. You will there, I flatter myfe1f, fee a 
natural account of the rife and progrefs, 21.S I hope 
you will, in due time, a1fo fee the termination, 
of thofe monf1:roHs corruptions of Chrif!:ianity 
which juftly lhock you fo much, and which have 
indifpofed f) many pcrfons of good fcnfe to all in
quiry into the fubjc&. 

1 mean particularly fuch doctrines as thofe of 
1he trinity, tranfllbf1:antiatiol1, vicarious fuife:ring, 
and eternal torments; and, above all, the ufnrpa
tion of all power temporal and fpiritual by the: 
popes, and other ecclefiafl:ical perfons, "dth the 
horrid cruelties committed by fome Chriilians np
on others on account of religion; and that mof!: 
unnatural union of civil and ccclefia!l:ical authority 
in all the civil eflablilhments of Chriflianity in this 
country, as well as lately with you, from which 

F 4 circum-
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circumfiance alone religion h<1s been enabled to 
do fo much mifchief in the world. 

Thefe, and many other abfmd doch-ines and 
praCtices, I difclaim as much as you can do. They 
arc far from being countenanced in the fcriptures, 
though, from grofs mifl:ake, and from motives of 
inrcrefl: and ambition, they have been reprefented 
as dfential parts of Chriftianity. You have been 
taught from. your earliefl: years to confider them 
in this light; and hence, when you come to re· 
fieCt, your rejeCtion of the whole fyftem, as mani. 
fefiIy abfurd, but without taking pains to examine 
whether the things at which you revolted were 
really parts of Chl-iftianity, or not. You may alfo 
have been infenfibly influenced in your rejeCtion 
of Chril1ianity by a prejudice, natural to men of 

_ fenfe, againft \vhatever is commonly received by 
the vulgar. 

A real philofopher, however, will endeavour 
to diveft 11is mind of tbis, as well as of every other 
prejudice, anrl to fee things as they really are. 
And I flatter rnyfelf, that when your infidelity, 
wLc11 has been produced by the civil efiabli!hment 
of a corrupted ChrifiiclUity, {ha1l have contributed 
to the fwerthrow of that fyfiem, that which is 
genuine will meet with a candid hearing, and a 

cordial 
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cordial reception an,em g you. True religion, not 
enjoined or fa!aried tly .be fl:ate, but the choice 
of the individual, you \vilJ fi:l,' 3. va!U': hie fupport 
of public virtue and pllhlj: Jl);rit; and a grl;.,lt fe~ 

curity to your liberty. On this acc()n~1t, among 
others, I {hall rejoice if, by any means, you can 
be induced to give to this important fubjeB: the 
attention which it deferves, and I {hall then have 
double pleafure in fubfcribing myfelf 

Your fellow-citizen, 

J. PRIESTLEY. 

= 7 

•• 

LET T E R V. 

GENTLEMEN, 

N the preceding Letters I have 
addreifed you as philoflphers and as men, intereft. 
ed in the difcovery of important truth, and ac
quainted with the methods of invefl:igating it. If 
I were to addrefs you as politiciam on the fubjeCl:: 
of religion, it would be in the language of the 
French merchants to your famous Colbert, when 
he aik.ed them what the government could do in 

favour 
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favour of trade, laillez nous fairc, let us a!;;,nc. It 
• 

is bufinefs with which, as flate[men, you have 
• 

nothing at all to do, and in which you can never 
interfere with any advantage either to religion, or 
the fiate. 

Ndturally, there can be no more conneS:ion 
between religion, and cirvil governmcnt, than be
t\veen pbilifopby, medicinc, or any other branch of 
knowledge, and civil government; tbe objeCts of 
botll being dfentially different. The proper ob
jeCt of civil government is the feeurity of men's 
pcrLms and property, which rcqui!-es the union 
of force; bnt it has no refpect to any thing be. 
:yond the prefent life. ,\Vhereas religion confifls 
of peculiar doctrines and practices, which relate 
to men, rerfonally and not colleCtive1 y, c0nfi
dcred, with rcfpeCt to v,;hich no union of force 
can be of any advantage to them; and the great 
objeCt of it is the happinefs of me-n, not as mem· 
bers offociety, hut as individuals, and in a future 
flate, to wh:ch the power of civil governors dots 

not extend. 

,\Vith much more reafon might the flate inter
fere in direCting what mcdicines {hould be admini
flered to the members of the frate, and who fhould 
adminifler them; becaufe it might be faid, that 

• the 
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the 11:rcngt11 of the O:ate depends upon the health 
and "igoer of the citizens. But whatever be 
men's opinions concerning a fmure flate, anel the 
means of preparing for it, or whether they have 
any belief in a future flate or not, care may be ta
ken by good laws, and a wife adminillration of 
them, to prevent their injuring one another in this 
life. 

As far as religion comes in aid of good morals, 
it can only be by giving men an idcl of its being 
their duty, from a regard to God, and a future 
11:ate, to behave well, and to befriend their neigh
bours. But this depends upon the fincerity of 
their belief in religion, which no power of the 
flate can enforce. Temporal puni£hments, or 
worldly emoluments, which are all that civil go
vernment can hold out to men, cannot make them 
believers. It can only ma.ke them bypocritcs. And 
therefore there are more confcientious men among 
[ecraries, who are not favoured, but fro,vned upon 
by the flate, than among the members of ellabliih
ment:;. Are not the Protellants among you at 
leail as good members of fociety as the Catholics, 
many of them only nominally fo ; though the for
mer, befides bearing the whole expenee of their 
own religion, contribute their {hare to that of the 
nate? It is time that they be relieved, if not in-

demnified 
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&rnnified, for this extraordinary expenee. Tee 
flame may be faid of the Diifenrers in England. 

To fuppofe that Chriftianity cannot fupport it
£elf without the aid of civil Q"overnment, is the 

~~ 

greateft refleCtion upon it, and contradieted by the 
(!;l'eareil faCts in hiftory. Not only did this reli. 

" 
g10n dl:ablifh itfdf in the world without tbe aid of 
«ivil power, but duting three centuries, \\ bile aU 
l!he civil powers in the worJd were hoilile to it. 
And after Chriftianity had coniiderable counte
n-an<>e from the Roman emperors, the falaries of 
CL1J:ifrian mininers aro[e from the voluntary con
ru>i;'outions of the laity, and there was no fuch thing 
a:s tythe, or any thing in the form of a tax, for its 
1!iil'PPort, for more than a thoufand years after the 
Clli:rilliaFl rera. 

Nay, the wealth of the church, vy'itbout the aid 
of the frate, grew exorbitant, and often required 
:;0: be checked. This more than fufficient provi
fi:on: for the clergy, from the fuperfiition of ig
j.~'01"dnt ages, occaiio.ned fuch a redundance in that 
«>rder of men, that all Chril1ian countries foon 
groaned under the burden; and an independent 
(u;bftltence, fecm"ed to them by private donations, 
;m:rl! the laws of the fiene, took from them all re-
ftra;mt upon their conduct; fo that in many coun-
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~ries they became vicious and abandoned lu tt1rue 
extreme, a great caufe of the corruption.., not (())f 

the reformation, of morals • 
• 

In this ftate of things, religion being ·a 1IF.:or~ 

trade, its doarines, from caufes that I have <eo1!/ii:
where explained, exceedingly abfurd, and. u-c 
praCtices enjoined by it a miferable fuperfliitIN"'" 

men of good fenfe and little inquiry,andefpflcii
ally thofe who were difpo'fed to be licentIous, 'f'~ 
£1ly became unbelievers. This has been rerna1rlli:
ably the cafe with you, a1'l.d begins to be fa ·wii!tk 
us. But as all evils, in the comic of divine f>l11W
vidence, tend to cure themfelves, this inlide'lq2J 
which has been produced by civil eilabliilimcuu'l$ 
of religion, will I doubt not, be the meam; df 
overturning them; and then ?"l7tiollal ChriJlia:Wi'IJI2J 

• 

without any aid from the frate, will recommend iitt-
-felf to all thinking and ferious men, and the w-0l"l:.l 
will be re-cbriJliallized. 

I {hall not trouble you, or rnyfelf, with tbe re
cital of aU the evils that have arifen from civii 
eftabliilimentsof Chrifl:ianiry. Almofl: the whole 
of the long catalogue of the complaints of philof{)
phers and politicians againfl: religion, have had no 
other fouree than this. All religious perfccutirm, 
and the hatred of Que fea to another, has been 

• owmg -. 
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owing to exdufive privileges gr::l.I1tcJ to 1~,)ll1c 

fe8:s. In North America, where there is no civil 
eftabli!hmcnt of any form of Chriftianity, the 
members of all Chriftian focieties, however dif
cordant, live upon the beft terms with one ano
ther, and the flate is at no exp~nce on account of 
any of them. 

"With us the cafe is widely different, and the 
confequences ~re fuiEciently apparent. vVe, who 
are diffenters from the eflabliilllnent, all lie under 
civil difadvantages, and many of us are not even 
tolerated by law. In thefe circumfianccs every 
attempt to obtain allY relief from our burdens, 
nay all our endeavours, by means of the prefs, to 
enlighten the minds of our countrymen on the 
fubjeB: of religion, and efpecially on the evil of 
e!1abli(hments, excites the greatefl: hatred and 
allimofity againft us. This is perfeCtly natural 
with men interdl::ed in the continuance of the 
abufcs by \\' 11ich they fubfift. 

vVIlat a glorious example would you fet the 
Chriilian world, if you could relieve civil govern
ment of all concern about rc:1igion, and leave men 
to provide for it as they ihould think proper them-
fdves. No perfon who has a re:'l.l value for his 
reliGion could complain of this. On the contrary, 

ll~ 
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he would think his rdigion dirgraccd by any [up
port from the flate. If the zeal of its friends '.vill 
not provide for its fupport, it ought to fall. The 
Protdl:ants among you have not fuffered their re
ligion to fail for want of fufficient funds; ~nd do 
the Catholics think lefs highly of their religion, 
or have they lefs ze:ll for it than the Pl·otefb.!l~s 

have {hewn for their:;? I belieye not. 

I do not mean, in thefe Letters, to do any 
thing more than to fnggefl a few hints to le:ld 
your thoughts to the fubjeCt of religion, and its 
relation to the {tate, fo as to make it appear as 
worthy as I conceive it to be of your mon: ferious 
attention. In feveral of my publications I have 
confidered it much more at large. If you v,iih to 
know which of them I would more particularly 
recommend to your notice, I would take the li
berty to mention my Infiitulcs of iVatural and 
Revealt:d Religion, my Letters to a Pbilqfopbical 
Unbeliever, and my Difcour:fcs on tbe Evidence ~r 
Revealed Religion, iJlcluding that on the Refur
ref/ion of Jifus, befides the Hiflory of the Cor
ruptio."1s of Chrtftianity, the Hiflory of the Chrtfliall 
Church to the Fall of the TVq/lern Empire, and the 
Bifior] of early Opinions concerr.ing Jifus Chrtfl, 
noticed before. Thefe relate to the fubjeft of re
ligion in general, and the evijence of it. The 

fuhiect 
•• 
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fubject of civil dlablijbments of Chr!flianity, I have 
confidered in my F;(fay on the jiTft Prindpfes of 
Civil Government, in my Letters to Mr. Burke, 
and my Familiar Letters to the Inhabitants of Bir
mingham. 

\Vith my earnefl: wHhes for your profperity, 
and efpecially for the fpeedy and happy fetdement 
of your civil conftitution; trufiing that it will be 
favourable to your beft interefts, by leading to 
virtue and happinefi (with refpecr to which I can
not help confidering religion as of the moft emi
nent ufe) and with fincere gratitude for the ho
nour you have conferred upon me; while in my 
native ccumry, which I have faithfully' endea
voured to ferve, I have found l1either protection 
nor redrefs, I am 

• • 
.J 

, 

Clapton, Jan. 21, 1793, 
Of the French Republic 2. 

Your fellow-citizen, 

J. PRIESTLEY. 

THE END. 
, . 
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on the Nature of Political, civil, d.nd Religious Libert)" 2d 
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on the Revolution in F.'anee, 8vo. 3d Edition, 2. 6d. fewed. 
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by his Speech 14gainfl: the Repeal of the T:li and CarparC/lion 
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To"wn of Birmingham, in rclutation of feveral Charges ad-
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An(wer to his on the Infallibility of the ApoIl:olic TeP.:imony 
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2d Edition, 55. in boards, 65. bound. 
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of the A{fociation of Ideas, with EI[lYS relating to the Sub
ject of it, 8\'0. us. iFl boards, 75. bound. 
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trine of the Pre.exiilence of Chrifl:. Al[u the Doctrine of 
Philofophical Neceffity illufl:rated, zd Edi:ion, enlarged and 
improved: with Remarks on thofe whu have controverted the 
Principles of them, 2 vols.- 85. in boards, lOS. 6d. bound. 

24' A Free nYC!1fioll of the nOL"lrilles of lVlaterialijin and 
Phikfophital NccrjJitj', in a Corre!pondcnce between Dr. Price 
and Dr. Prirftley; to which arc addl:d, by Dr. Prielllty, an 
/lltrodu8ian, explaining the N2.wre of the Controverfy, and 
Letters to feveral "\Vriters who have animadverted on his 
Difquifitions relating to Matter and Spit-it, or his Treatife 
011 NecelIlty, 8vo. 6s. in boards, 7s. bound. 

25. A defence of the Doctrine of }.lCCljjlty, in two Letters 
to the Rev. ~1r_ J.)llJl P.lhner, 2S. 

2G. A Letter to Jacob BI)'allt, Efq. in defence of Philofo. 
phic;ll Ncceffity, J s. 
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\V. Collins, :Ef'l' with a Preface by Dr. PI iefl:ley, 23.6J. 
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tlx ji:coml Volume oJ Dirquilitiol1o on ~/btter ancl Spirit. 

28. LI'I/t'rs to a Pi.,;I?J'oph.'ca! UnlJin)er, containing an Ex
amination of the priBcipal OLje8:ions to thc Doctrines of JVa
tllra! RdiSior., and elpecial1y thofc contained in the writings 
of Mr. Hume. Alfo a St;ne of the Evidence of ReveR!a! Rdi-
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gion, with Animad verGons on the two lall Chapters of the firft 
Volume of 1I1r Gibbon'J HjJory oJ fhe Decline and fall if the 
Roman Empire; and an Ad\vcr to the Letters of Mr. IVil/iam 
f£ammo12, 2 vols. 8vo. 7S. fewed, or bOUI~d in one volume, 85. 

29. Lct!rrs to the Pbiirjrphcrs and Politicians of France, on 
the Silo/eft of RelZ~'ioTl, 1 s. 
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boards, 17s. bound. 

31. A Harmony of the Evangelf/ls in ElIglj/h, with Notes, 
allLl all occafional Pa:"aphral~ for the ufe of the Unlearned. 
To which are pre-fixed, Critical Differtations, and a Letter 
to the Bifhop of Otiory, 4to, 12S. in boards, 155. bound. 
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fhiI it> Engliib, '7l'ilhnut tile Critical Dilfertations, 8s. in bds. 

The Greek and Ellglitb Harmony with the Critic:tl Differ
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32. Ill/iillltes of lVatllra! and Revealed ReligIo/l, in 2 vols. 
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The third Pari if this !-Vork, containing the Doctrines of 
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33. An HiJiory of the Corruptions of Cl>riJiiallily, with a ge~ 
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aticns addrefl'ed to Unbelievers, and efpecially to Mr. Gibbo1l. 
Part II. containingCnnficleratior;s addret1cd to the Advocates 
for the prefent Ethhlil11111cnt, and efpeciaEy to BitllOp I-lurd, 
2 yols. 8vo. 125. in bo:u"ds. or 14';' bound. Or, l'aunt! uni
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C.,rruptiom of Chrifliallity, in the 1\1onthly Rcyic',' for June, 
1783; with Ohfervations relatin)!: to the DeBrine of the 
Primitive Church, concerning the Perfon of Chrj2, 8vo. IS. 

35" Remarks on thc 1Vlo;i!l:/y Re'Vic'!.u of the Letters to Dr. 
HOlj!ey; in hhich the Rev. 1\11'. Sc:mu::! Badcock, the writer of 
that Review, is called upon'to defend what he Ir.ls advanced 
in it, 6d. 
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36. LetttrI to Dr. HC1:fl.··y, Archdeacon of St. Alh:ms, in 
three Parts, containing fartber Evider.cc That the Primitive 
Chrillian Chmch was Unitarian, 75. 6d. fewed. 
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Church was at fide Unitarian, 4- vols. 8vo. II. 4s. in boards, 
or II. 8s. bound. 
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PWl'0[al for a Reform"d Englilh Church, on the Plan of 
the late Dr. Samml Clarke, Gd. 

4-8. Three Letl.rs to Dr. NC\~ .. come, B,r.li1P of vVaterford, 
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70. Dr. ,Vatts's Hiftorical Catechifm, with Alterations, 
2d Edit. 9d. . 

71. CO'!fiderations for the Ufe of Young :rvfen, and the Pa~ 
rCi1ts of Young Men, 2d Edit. 2d. 

72. A Strious Addrejs to 1-raflers of Families, with Forms 
of Family Prayer, 1 s. 

73. An Appeal to the ferious and candid Profelfors of Chrif
tianity, on the following fubjeCts, viz. I. The Ufe of RcafOl'l 
in Matters of Religion. 2. The Po"\ver of Man to do the 
,Vill of God. 3. Origin~l Sin. 4' Election and Reproba~ 
tion. 5. The Divinity of Chrill: and 6. Atonement for Sin 
by the Death of Chrill:; a. new Edition: to which is added, 
A Concife Hillory of thofe Doctrines; and An Account of 
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1IOOI(S' WRITTEN BY DR. PRIESTLEY. 

the Trial of Mr. E1wa11, for Herefyand Blafphemy, at Staf
iord Affizes, 3 d. . 

74' A Famit:;tr 1:J:;{1:ration of certain Paffages of Scrip
ture, rehn;ng to the 1'::-.1<.. Subject~, zd Edit. 6d. 

75. A General View (\f the Arguments for the Unit)· r:( 
God, and againfl the Divinitf and Pre-ex iflence of Chri il:, from 
Rea[on, [rom the Scriptures, and from Hiflory, 2d Edit_ 3d. 

76. A Free Addrrft to Proteftant Di(Tenters as [uch. Br 
a Diffenter. A ne,Y. Edition, enlarged and correCted, IS. Cid. 

77. A Free AddrifJ" to thore who petitioned in 1780 for the 
Repeal of a late Act of Parliament in favour of the Roman 
Catholics, 2d. or 125. per I-Iundred to give away. 

N. B. The lail: Ten TraCts, No. 66 to 76, may l-e had tOl{e
ther in boards, by giving- Orders fa!" Dr. Prieil1ey's Smaller 
Tracts, price 55. or 6s. bound • 

• 

• 

Aifo pub.'ij/;ed under the DireClion of Dr. Prieflley, 

THE TH EOLO GleAL REPOS ITO R Y. 
• 

Confifting of Original Ellays, Hints, ~eries, &c. calcu
lated to promote Religious Knowledge, in Six Volumes, 
8vo. II. 165. in boards, or 21. 25. bound. The three laft 
Volumes may be had [eparate. 

• 
• 

• 

. . 
• 

• , 

• 
• , 

• , 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • -
. ' .. 

• 


