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HIS pamphlet confifts of two tracts, 

pr rather it is the continuation of 
t\VO different work-s, which, becaufe they 

both relate to the fame general fubject, 
I Pllblifh together. When the works 

to which they belong ihall oe reprinted, 

they will, .of cour[e, be fep~rated. 
, 

The turn that infidelity has lately 
. taken in France is not a little remark~ 

• 

able; but it promifes well for th~ cauf~ 
of religion~ Whether ~he belief pro~ 

• • • 

feffed by the Nat~ol1alAffembly in the 

being and attributes of God, ~nd. in a 

f~lture frate, be fin cere" 9.~ l1ot, it ihews 
. , 

A ~ .th~ 

· , 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 
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the fenfe they entertain of the importallce 
-

of this faith, to the -good conduct: and 

happinefs of men, as members of fo-
, , 

ciety. And as a comparifon of the evi--, 

dences of natural and revealed religion, 

will foon convince all reafonable perfons, 

that the latter is much more free from 

difficulty 'than the former, I ,am per .. 

{uaded that when the prejudice which is 

now conceived againft chrii1:ianity, on 
- ' 

account of the [hocking corruptions and 
, , 

abufes of it, thall begin to wear off, it 
, , 

will be embraced firft by philofophers, 
-

t~en perhaps by the French nation in 

general, and lafily -by the world at large; 

when I have no doubt, it will be found 

to be infinitely better calculated toanfwer 
, , ' 

the purpofe not of moral!fls alone, but 
, 

even of politiciam, than the principles 
, , 

, ' 

of mere natural religion. 
, 

vVe muft l' t, however, be furprifed 
, 

if infidelity fuould contirme to prevail to 
, 

a ~uch, greater extent than it has done 

yet. The fame general caufes, which, 
, - • , 111 

• 
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In a late publicatipn, I have endeavoured 

to point out, and which have' produced 

'what we now fee, muft cori.tinue to 
operate fome time longer; alid the pro ... 

• 

phecies of fcripture, lead ns to expeCt 

the fame. Confequently, the faith of 
• 

intelligent chriftians; will be fo far from 

being fhaken, that it ,"'\Till, be confirmed, 

-by the prefent appearance bf things, 

though all that is gained by the moil: 

rational and effectual defences of chrif­

tianity, be little more than an increafed 

attachment of the few who ate truly 

ferious and confiderate. 

How exceedingly fuperficial and fri­

volous are the hacknied objections to 

chriftianity, and how entirely they 'afire 
• . . 

from the groffeft ignorance' of the 
• • 

fl1bjeB:, will appear from my animad ... 
• 

verfions on Mr. Paine's boafted work • 
• 

He vmuld have written more to the 
• 

:purpofe~ if he had been'''acquainted ,with 
-

the writings. of Volt-aire, and other 

better informed unbelievers. :. But he 
• , 

- • 

'. . feems 
\ 

, 

'. 

• 

-

, 
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feems entirely.:unread on the fubjeCl:, and 

t·hereby to be unacquainted with the 

ground, on which either the friends or 

the enemies of chriftianity muft ftand • 
• 

Had' he been better acquainted with the 

fcriptures, which are a conftant fl1bjeCl: 

of his ridicule, he might have made a 

much more plaufible attack upon them. 

. This, it mutt be owned, leaves but 

. little merit to the bei1: anfwerer of Mr. 

Paine.· But it is proper that when, from 

, whatever circumftances, any work is 

likely to make an unfavourable impref­

flail on the minds of men, endeavours 
• 

fhould be ufed to counteract the effeCts 

of it. I may alfo be allowed to make 

the L1me apology for my frequent de .. 

fences of revealed religion, that Voltaire 
did for his infinitely varied attacks 

·upon it, ,viz. that· different works fall 
, 

• 

. into different hands, and provided the 

great end be 2nfwered,'repetitions are 

not ufelefs. For my own part, fo 
fenfibleam I of the unfpeakable- va~ 

Ine of revealed religion, and of the 
• 

I fufficieucy 
• 
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fufficiency of its proofs, that. I think no 

man can~mploy his time better, thfln ill 

giving juft exhibitions of them, _ and in 
• 

diverfifying thofe exhibitions, as particu ... 
lar occafions call for them .. 

• 

But the more I attend to this fubject, 
, -

the more fenfible I am, that no defence 
- -

of chriftianity can be of any avail till it 
-

be freed ft:om the many corruptions and 
-

abufes which have hitherto incumbered , 

it; and this muft particularly ftrike every 
- , 
reader of Mr. Paine's Age of ReaJon. The 
expofing of thefe corruptions, I therefore 

• 

think to be the moil: effenti~l preliminax:,y 
to the defence of chriftianity, and c01Jfe­
quently I fhall omit no f~it" opportunity 

of reprobating in the ftrongeft terr:ns, 

• 

f uch doCtrines as thofe of tranJub anti~ 

ation, the trinity, atonement, &c. &c. &c. - -' 
-

to whatever o?ium I may ~xpofe myfelf 
• • 

with f uch chriftians· as,- _ from the heft . 
-

motives, but fram ignorance, Gonfid(!f 
them as effential to the ftheme. That . . - -

thefe doctrines, and others whicl1 areftil1 
• 

generally received even by _ proteftants1 

-A 4 are 

\ 

, 

• 
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are corruptions ofchrifi:ianity, and were 

introduced into it from the principles of 

heathen philofophy and the maxims and 
• 

cuftoms of heathen religions, I have de~ 

monftrated in various of my writings, 

efpecially'in my Hillory of the corruptions 
of cbrijlianity, a third. edition of which 

will foon be publifhed in this country: 

Here· we happily enjoy' the greateft fre~ ... 

dam of difcnffion, as well as the freeil; 
• 

exercife of religion, without the interfe­

rence of the frate. Here, therefore, we. 

may expect the natural happy effect of 

true freedom, in the gradual prevalence 

of truth, and the manifold defirable' can ... 

. fequenccs of it. . 

I am well aware that I [hall be blamed 

by plany fincere friends of chriftianity, 

who may approve of my zeal, and even 

the ground of my defen~e of OlU com­

rhOIi principles in other refpecrs, that [. 

fo frequently introduce what is offerifive 
to , them,. with refpect to my ideas of 

• • • 

chriftiartity. But it is in the nature' of 
. , 

things imp.offible to feparate the. defence 
• 

. '3'. of . .. 
• 

, 

• 
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of chrifiianity from a view of what I.-
deem to be its true prinCiples, and which 

• • 

alone I can undertake to defend. The 
• 

perfons who objeCt to me on this ac-
count, are equally at liberty to defend 
chriftianity on their peculiar principles, 
though they introduce things offenfive to , 

me. Free difcuffion will in time enable 
• 

us to dernonftrate the truth of chtifti-
anity, if it be true, and alfo to afcertail1 
the genuine principles of -it, whatever 

• 

they be. IVray the God of truth lead us 
into all truth! 

Northumberland Town, Pennfylvania, 
Oaober '1.7, 179+. 

5\ 'I $'. :,0 

-

• 

N. B. Some ObJervatiolls Oil the Cat!HS of 1I1jidelit)', • 

printed in America, is the Publication referred - . 
to above, p. v. 1. I. . 

, 

• 
• 

• 

• 

, 

, 

• 

• 

• 

, 
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well known author of this tract. will ever 
rank high, as one of the very few, in dif­

ferent ages, diitinguifilcd of heaven, who, by fupe­
rior pO\vcrs of mind, and the virtuous and indefa­

tigable exertion' of them, has extended the * limits 
of 

.. Some heing ignorant of, and others having af!eaed to depreciate 
Dr. Prienley's merits, I fuaJl infert his character in this refpect, as 
given me in the year 1787, by a common ,friend, Mr. Kirwan, 
certainly a molt competent judge. See" An Addrefs to the , 
Students of Oxford and Cambridge, p. 68." , 

" To enumerate Dr. Prieftley's difcoveries wonld be, in fact, to 
enter into a detail of moll: of thore that have been made within the 
bit fifteen years. How many invifible fluids, whore exiftence 
evaded the fagacity of former ages, has he made known to us? The 
very air we breathe, he has taught us to analyze, to examine, to 

improve: a fubfiance fo little known, that evcn the prccife effect of 
refpiration was an enigma till he explained it. He £jrll made known 
to us the proper food of vegetahles, and in what the difference 
between therc and animal fubltanccs confined. To him pharmacy 
is indebted for the method of m,lking artificial mineral waters~ as 

, 

well as for the fuortcr method of 11rcpating other medicines ~ metal· 
]urgy, for more powerful and cheaper folvents; and chemiftry, for 
fllch a variety of difcoveries as it would be tedious to recite: difeo· 
"eries, which have new modelled that fcience, and drawn to it, and 
to this country, the attention of all Europe. It is certain, that 
fince the year 1775, the eye and regards of all the-learned bodies 
in Europe, have been directed to this country by his means. III 

every 

, 

• 

/ I 

• 

I 

. . 
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of human knowlege, and advanced the ufcful ~rt!) 

and comforts of life; and who, at the fame tirne j 

by his various refearches and writings, has contri", 
buted to the virtue and happinefs of mankind; 
efpecially by helping to difpel the mifts of igno­
rance and fuperftition, which had ftifled and well~ 
nigh extinguiilied the revelation which the bene­
volent Creator had made of his will to them,. and 
of the way to his favour for ever. , 

Still actuated by the fame defires, and en ... 
gaged in the fame purfuits, to ferve others, driven 
now from his native land, by a revival of thofe 
High-church pcrfecuting principles, which peo-

, pled' the defarts of America, in the days of the 
Stuarts, he has found an afylum, and been \rel­
corned with honour into that country, which had 
lately to contend for its own liberty and inde..:. 
pendance; and which is glad, and able to receive 
into its capacious bofom, all the fufferers frorn 
religious or civil tyranny throughout the world • 

• 

As every event whatfoever, every circumftance 
of the life of every man, is ordained and over-ruled, 
hy the infinitely' wife and good Creator, for the 
virtuous improvement, and prefent and final hap- . 
pinefs of the univerfe, and of each individual in it, 
we may be fully perfuaded, that where man intends 
evil; God intends and brings forth good, and that 
the heft purpores of the divine government \vill be 
promoted by the means of thofe unworthy paffions~ 

every philofopliical trcatife, his name is to be found, and in 31moft 
every page. They all own that moll: of their difcoveries are due. 
either to the repetition of his difcoverics J or to the hints fcattj:red 
through his works," 

, 
which 

-

• 
• 
• • , 
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• 

which compelled this eminent perron to take refuge 
in America. Nay, already th\,:y have begun to 
:Chew themfelves, in the reception which has been 
<riven to Dr. Prieftley, and in the general eftima-b __ 

tion in which he is held, notwithftanding, the bafe 
arts which have been ufed, (of which more here­
after) to po if 011 that people's minds, and turn 
them againft him. _ 

I find alfo from the accounts of others, befides 
his own letters, that a very general curiofity is 
excited about him and his writings. Many of 
there have already found their way to that conti­
nent; and cannot but conduce, in a variety of 
ways, to the improvement of its inhabitants; and 

• 

muit, in one inftance particularly, be of moft effen-
tial fervice, in a country, where, from -various 
caufes, from the inhabitants mixing fo much with. 
the fubje,8:s of Great Britain, and their intimate 
connexion with the French officers who affifted 
them in combating for their liberties, a very gene­
ral fcepticifm has taken place, efpecially in the 
Southern States. Dr. Prieftley's invaluaple works, 
the Inftitutes of Natural and Revealed Religion,! 
his Hiftory of the Corruptions of Chr-iftianity, 
together with the Letters to Unbelievers, by which 
fome of oUf.beft writers have fincc profited, cannot 
but be ofinfinite ufe./ 

It ",as natural for Mr. Paine to fend over, arid 
for the Americans to be inquifitive after his famous 
work, "The Age of RearoD," which bad reached 
the country before Dr. Prieftley's arrival ih it, and 

was 

• 

• 

, 

\ 
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was much extolled and circulated. He foon found 
that it was deiired and- expected, that he ihould 
make fome reply to it, and undertake a callfc, 
which he was held [0 well able to defend. 

, 

Mr. Paine is very far from being a contemptible 
adverfary, as he pofTefTcs the talent, perhaps abov.e 
all other writers, of arrefring the attention of his 
readers, and making them pleafed and defirous of 
going -on with him, which, with many, is one 
fiep to-""ards convincing them. 

Without difparagement to the learn cd and inge­
nious replies, which others have made, to this 
popular work againfr revelation, he has here met 

-

with an opponent, who has mofr thoroughly con-
futed, if he has not done fomething even toward 
converting him. Here are no exprelliol1s of ana­
niihment at any of his aiTertions, however ftrangc 
and fingular; no accufations of his writing \\-itq 

" bad views, or that he is to be blamed for writing 
againfr the Bible, if he difapproves or thinks it a 
bad book. But with that candour and mutual 
refpect, which becomes men canvailing important 
points, and feeking after truth, Dr. Prieftlcy 
frankly acknowledges !ho[e gro[s errors among 
chrifrians, which Mr. Paine jufrly reprobates, 
whilfr he deteCl:s and plainly fhews him his mif­
takes in every thing of importance, which he has 
advanced againfr real chriftianity, and that it ftands 
firm and fecure againfr his obj~ctions, as againfr all 
others. 

-

The continuation of the Doctor's letters to th!1 
French politicians and philofophers, which con11:i­
tutes the firft part of the prefent publication, is 

admir-

I 
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admirably contrived, like thofe Which have gone 
before, to recover them to the belief of chriftianity. 
which they havedifcarded. And his efforts, with thofe 
of others, whom Providence !hall hereafter raife ~!P, 
will, I hope, b~ effectual, to plant again the gofpel, 
which had been really loft, in that country. For 
the chriftian religion, as they had metamorphofed 
and corrupted it, and in the flate in which it 
remains in Italy, Naples, &c. and in Spain and 
Portugal, the dire abodes of the Inquifition, had 
actually generated and tends to generate, that infi­
delity and atheifm into which a great part of the 
French nation had fallen, and which was becoming 

• 

univerfal. And as many of our' own countrymen, , ' 

from various, long-fubfifting caufes, that might be 
• 

pointed out, and not a few among the younger-
part of the learned profeffions, from the reading 
of this work of Mr. Paine's, and from the profe1yt­
ing zeal of forne * minute pbilojopbers lately rifen . 

among 
• . - • • 

4 Perrons of no mean abilities, and of acknowleged worth and 
• 

probity, the fruits, not of their philorophy, but of the chril1:ian 
religion in which they were eAucated, and the early habits they had 
derived from it; yet furely, 'Very minute philafophers, and blind, who· 

, 
tan argue as if there was no God; who can maintain that the,eye 
was not made for feeing; who, in the face of day and of the fun, can 
behold this fair fabric of the world, with marks of wifdom in every 
part. and not perceive it to be the work of an intelligent creator. 

Hear however the verdict of true philofophy. .. I had rather 
Deliel'e all the fables in the Legettd, and the Talmud, and the Alcortlll. 
than that this univerfal frame is without a mind. And therefore 
God nel'er wrought miracles to convince Atheifm, becaufe his ordi~ 
nary works convince it. It is true, a little philofophy inclineth 
man's mind to Atheifm, but depth in philofophy bringeth mens 
minds about to Rtligioll. Fot while the mind of man looketh upon 

fecond 

, 

, 
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" 

among us,' are f.,id to be hafrening into the fame 
dreary gulph, it is not too much to expccCC, that a 
due attention to this work of Dr~ Prie'fl:ley's,' and 
to his other writings, may fave them from it . 

• 
, 

What now could raife up fuch a itorm againit 
• 

fo refpectable a character, as to conil:rain hi!1.1 to 
retire a voluntary exile from his country, to which 
he was fo fingular an ornament, to whofe benefit 
his whole life and fttldies had been dedicated, and 

• 

,,,here he was fo juf1:ly loved and dl:ecmed by the 
good and the li~eral, and by fomc' of the moit· 
exal ted, characters? . 

In the 'number of thefe, to confine myfelf to this 
metropolis only, and to fuch of them who have 
finiilied their part, and left this itagc of human 
life, I iball begin with one bf the fir-it characters 
of our times, one of the moit amiable and bencvo:.. 

fecond caufes fcattercd, it may fometimes rell: in them, and go no 
furtber: but when it beboldeth the chain of them confederate and 
Jinked together, it mull: fIye to Providence and Deity t." . 

I would add, that nono worJhip this beneficent parent of .the 
llniverfe, would fiop [he current I)f thofe affcctiollS which belong to 
him, and which are as natural as thofe to our fellow-creatures, al)d 

• 

make no fmall part of our happincfs;' and would, by degrees, extin-. 
guiJh all. thought of him, and lead to doubt, if J.lot to deny, his verX' 
exifience, with all its imrr;oral confequem;es; cfpedaJIy, if the 
faJhionable fyftem be takenup when young, before any better habits 
are formed. A fubject, this, not fufficiently confidered by the; 

. ingenious author of the '.' Memoirs of Plrm'tes," who in the compafs 
of a few lines, (p. 113') wipes away all application to God by, 
prayer, not reflecting, how poor a fupport he leaves for the pralljce 

• 

0/ jl'.ftict mId ome<l:o!eI/(t to 0111" fi!low·creatlirtS, which he rightly 
J.llakes the rood to hnjpiJ!efl: but furely not the Oldy road.. . 

• 

t Bacon'5 Elfays. 

lent 
, 
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, 
• 

lent of human beings, Dr. Price, whofe life was fpent 
in learned labours for the good of his country and of 
mankind, and who, by his writings Hill continues to 

inftrua: and ferve them: \vith him-.Dr. P:fieftley 
lived in long and uninterrupted friendfhip, ce-

• 

mented by the fimilarity of their fiudies and pur"' 
fuits, though differing to the )aft in fame points, 
which are held to be confiderablc and iinportant. 

That generous, public fpirited perron, Sir George 
Savile, his country's guardian and delight, ever 
held him in high honour'and eftcem for his uncom- . 
mon abil~ties and virtues, and for his !kill in ,the 

• 
arts and philofophy, which he loved; and was 
always happy when h'e could fee ~1im, and pa~ticu­
larly to be his hearer at the chapel in Eifex-frreet, 
where he himfelf attended. 

With Mr. Lee, the late Attorney General, a 
man of fine talents, quick difcernment, unbounded 
candor and goodnefs of heart, being near him in 
age and place of birth, he had an intimate.friend­
:!hip, till the death of the former diffol ved it. As I 

no man was a better judge! no one in gener.al·more 
admired and prized Dr. Prieftley's moral, thcolo-

t gical, and political writings; and among the latter, 
his Letters to Mr. Burke, occafioned by his cc Re­
fleCtions on the Revolution in France, &c." Thefe 
Letters \Vere confidered by him as a mafterpiece in 
their way, interrperfed with fine ftrokes of wit 
and humor, and the trueft eloquence, and a full 
confutation of the falfe rearoning, and danger­
ous arbitrary principles,. advanced in that cele­
brated wor~. Only he was apprehenfivc, that 
he might hurt. his ufefulnefs, and illcreafe the 
prejudice of many againft him, by his well-meant, 

, 

• a but 
• • 

• 

• 

, 



• 

• ••• 
'XVlll n.EFACE BY THE EDtTOR. 

but injudicious prediCtions of the fatal cOrlfe­
quences that would enfue from the negleCt of a 
timely reformation. 

At Mr. Lee's houfe in Lincoln's-inn-fields, for 
near twenty years, we were wont ~o fpend the 
Sunday evenings together, w~enever they were in 
town; happy pights of chearful pleafantry, and free 
difcuilion of all fubjeCts, (for two men, more 
formed and furnifhed for focial converfe are rarely 
found) the recollecl:ion of which will be always 
profitable and p1eafing, never, alas, now to return ! 
But all does not end here: for there is an affured 
hope of living again, and converfing with virtuous 
friends, in a more durable and frill happier frate . 
. I mufr not omit two prelates, truly to be revered. 

as being fingularly free from the narrow prejudices 
attached to their order, who were not ailiamed of 
piofeffing themfelves the friends of Dl1. Prieftley ; 
the accompli!hed Bi!hop Shipley, the friend alfo of . 
Dr. Franklin and of America, with whom he was 
long acquainted; and the venerable Bifhop of Car-
lifle, Dr. Law, who was in perfea accord with 
him in his fentiments on mof!: fubjeCl:s. 

This iliort lift will, for brevity's fake, finiili with 
one more name, ever to be honoured. To {hew on 
what term:, of mutual affection and high efreem, 
Dr. Prieftley converfed with that true patriot, 
chriftian, [cholar, and philofopherof the fifft rank. 
Dr. John Jebb, there needeth only to mention the 

. Dedication t·· him, of his Treatife on the Doctrine , 

of Philofophical Neceffity. In that beautiful, and 
luminous compofition, proceeding from the fuinefs 
of the heart, and conviction of the truth of that 
glorious prinCiple in which they both agreed, YOIl . 

. . 

r,ead 
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read the true charaeter of the men, what excellent 
creatures they were, and what all may become, 
who are under the like influences. . 

Dr. Priefl:ley however had one quality., an ardent, 
aetive zeal for the reformation of things confefledly 
wrong and hurtful, which was not calculated to 
procure a general love and efieem, but often the 
contrary, in the prefent ftare of things, and im­
perfeet condition of mankind. 

Penetrated with the moft abfolute convietion of 
the reality of the Divine Unity. and of the con­
neetion which the belief of it had with the virtue. 
the peace, and happinefs of mankind, he beheld 
with deep regret, the whole chriftian world, the 
protefl:ant part of it by no means excepted, funk 
in idolatry, and fo far gone from the idea of the 
Divine Being, taught by the jewifh lawgiver, and 
reinforced by Jefus Chrift. as to make the fame -
Jefus, his meffenger, the fupreme God himfelf, and 
to worfhip him equally with the Father of himfelf 
and of the univerfe. He therefore hefitated not, 
in his immortal writings, from the prefs, in the 
fmalleft fizc, and to the level of t'he loweft capa­
cities; as alfo in larger and more learned volumes; 
from the pulpit alfo on public and proper occa­
fions, (for otherwife his difcourfes were on things 
that related to a virtuous life and practice)· to main­
tain and defend, that there was no God but the 
Father; and that the worfhip of Jefus, by proteft­
ants, was equally idolatrous with the worfhip of 
his mother Mary, by the papifts. . 

He was alfo much grieved with the nicety and 
referve, whichfome profcffed unitarians {hewed. 
jn not publicly owning their principles, in ftill 

a 2 fre-
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frequenting the public ei1abliilicd worfhip, which 
to them was idolatrous; and in fcrupling to call it 
fuch. 

But perhaps in nothing did Dr. Pridtley give 
more offence, or more cxcit<.: the ill-" ill of many 
againft him, than by thofe freedoms which be took 
in cenfuring, \" hat he held above all other things 
the moil: baneful to true religion and the go[pel, 
the in/f~ffYi'l!cP ?f tbe chi! pnvtT iiz tbc things ~f 
religioll, all ujurpatioll lipon (oi!frifl!(f, 'wbafvrr 

lodged, or b), whOJivuevef c.terri/cd. This qucftion 
he was called forth to difcufs on many occalJons, 

J 

in defence of himfelt~ and of all Diilcntcrs from 
the State-religion; but particularly in a work, at 
firil: publiilied feparately, in the form of Letters to 
the Inhabitants of Birmingham, now printed to-
getherin one volumc. ' 

An ordinary perfon would ha\'e funk under the 
means that were u[ed to a(oerfe and depreciate his c ha­
raacr. But confcious of his own upright views and 
abilities, and of the falfhood of the charges brought 
againft him, and of the gooElnefs of the caufe he had 
undertaken, he, with perfect cafe and compofurc, 
repelled the attacks of his adverfaries: for he was 
by-no means the aggrefTor. With a continual vein 
of pleafantry, he plays with the argumcnts urged 
againft him, in refuting thcm; and if his remarks 
are fomctimes fevere and clltting as a razor, the 
reader will judge, whether there was not a caufe. 
Swift's Draper's letter$ certainly had not more 
true humour, nor were more plain, and adapted to 

• 

every underftanding. Some may be pleafed with 
the 
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the faniple of his {tile and manner, which I have 
-• put In the margin\ :l.I1d perhaps be diverted 

with it. 

Bifhop Hurd, in the life of his friend and patron, 
Bifhop Warburton, btely publifhed, has thought 
fit to declare, in very {hong terms, his condemna­
tion of Socinians in general, and of Dr. Prie{Hey in 
particular. Evidently alluding to and in contraft 

- • 

* " A good lady, who wrote me an anonymous and fcolding letter, 
on the idea, as £he [aid, that, being unworthy of the caftigation of 
any maJl, the pen of a 'VJomfJ/! was more properly employed, began 
her curious letter with faying; that I "feized on Mr. Madan as 
a cat feizes on a moufe." But if !he -had recollected that both 

• • 

Mr. Madan and Mr. Burn were the aggl"ejfors, in this controverfy. 
- -

!be wO\lld have fecn that they confidered themfelves as the cats, and 
me as the defence!e[s moufe. However if they have found them­
feh-es miftaken, and f~e rca(on to think, with my anonymous corre~ 
fpondent, that I am the cat and they the mice,.I hope they will be . , 
filtisfied that, though I have played with them a little, I have done . , 
them no material injury, (fuch as they would have done to me) 
but have taught them for the future not wantonly to provoke otller 
animals of prey, more favagely difpo[ed than myfelf. 

" It is true, I am an avowed enemy to the chllrcbl1abliJ7.>l1leutof this 
country, but by no means to any who belong to it. I write againll: 
Calvinifm, but have the greateft refpect for many Calvinifis, and 
WiOl to make them exchange theirdarknifr for my light. I am al(1) 
an enemy to AtheiCm and Deifm, but not to Atheifls or Deilh. I 
ha ve a particular friendlhip for many of them in this country an~ 
other countries, and I write in order tel inform and reclaim them. 
There is nothing perrona! in all this. They 'think as unfal'orably 
~f my./)jl<'1l1, as I do of theirs. Let all poillts of difference be fairly 
difculfed. Truth will be a gainer by it. But let us refpect one 
allother as we refpect Imlh i[fdf; love all, and willi the good of 
all without difiinCtion. This is true candour, and confiftent with 

the greatclt zeal for ouqtarticular Gpinions." Familiar Ltttm to the 
ilJhnhitfllJ/! oj Birmi1lgham, p. 186. . , 

a 3 with 
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with him, he mentions the diffenting minifters, 
with whom Bifhop Warburton was acquainted, as 
men (( who did not then glory in Socinian impie­
ties, or indulge themfelves in rancorous inveCtives 
againft the Eftablifhed Church." p. 112. 

Again, p. 119. fpeaking of Bp. Warburton, he 
fays: cc Next to Infidels profeffed, there were no 
let of writers he treated with lefs. ceremony, than 
the Socinian; in whom he faw an immoderate pre-

. fllmption, and fllfpeCi:ed not a little ill faith. For, 
prpfeffing to believe the divine authority of the 
-
fcdptures. ~hey take a licence in explaining them, 
which could hardly, he thought, confift with that 
belief. In iliort, 'he regarded Socinianifm (the 
idol of OUr [elf-admiring age) as a fort of infidelity 
in difguife, and as fuch he gave it no quarter." 
One cannot help lamenting that Bp. Hurd in his 
very advanced years, in writing the life of his 
friend Bp. Warburton, iliould feel it either necef­
fary .or right, to try to enhance his chamCter, by 
traducing a whole body of chl'iftians, neither defti­
tute of learning, nor fmall in number, and of well . 
known probity, (having nothing to gain but perre-. 
cution) though he call it in queftion : and this for 
holding Jentiments, which they certainly think 
they derive from the teachings of their divine 
mafterChrift, and for which they give their reafons, 
which are before the public, and which furely 
-Bp. Hurd ought rather to have endeavoured to 
confute, and fet them right, inftead of merely rail­
il!g-againft and giving them bad names. 

'If we may judge of BiiliopHurd from his 
theological writings, he appears to have given 

more 
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more of his application to philology and the belJ~.~ 
letters, than to the ftlldy of the fcriptl,lres, '\\;hich 
may have prevented his attending to the impor­
tance of exhibiting them to the Englifu nation as 

, 

genuine and corrett as poffible. For otherwife he 
could not have fpoken fo degradingly * of the la­
bors of a learned prelate, Dr. Lowth, much his 
fllperior in his own, and in' every way; nor hav:e 
endeavoured to throw cold water on the noble de­
fign of a new tranflation of the Bible, which Bifhop 
Lowth had fo much at heart, and ftrove to pro-

- mote. 
Happy would it have been, if Bithop Hurd had 

.been difpored, at the time, to give attention to t4e 
weighty (C Confiderations" addreifed to him by Dr. 
Prieftley, in the conclufion oft~e feeond volume of 
his cc Hiftory of t~e Corruptions ofChrifl:ianity." 
He might thereby have been happily influenced to 

• 

what would have turned out to the honor and fur-· 
therance of the Go[pel, as well .as ,for th~ benefit 
of the State. But he had taken his ply, .and the 
clore of the feene is too nellr to look for a ch,ange, 
on this fide the grave. 

• • 

- There -was however always a large number 
, amongthe clergy, and members of the church of 

England as well ,as the Diffenters, throughout the 
kingdom, though' few in comparifon of the large 
mafs. who were not backward in teftiJying, nor 
fome of them in publicly declaring, their value 
for Dr. Prieftl~y's exalted character and ~xt.ra-

• 

ordinary merits, and their obligat~~ms t9 him 

* Life of Bi!hop Warburton, p. 94' 

a 4- for 
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· for the benefits they received from h is writings~ 
At the time, when a panic was [pread through the , 
nation, and too generally credited, of fecret plots 
and confpiracies to deftroy the king and the con­
ftitlltion, and to level all ranks and property, and, 
multitudes thronged to court to tcitify their loyalty. 
and no obloquy and abufe were thought too grofs 
to be vented againft the Diffenters, and Dr. Prieftley 
by name, who were held forth to the public as 

'accomplices in the nefarious defign: indignation 
at the fight of [uch impofition and eafy credulity 
on the. one fide and on the other, and the mean 
adulation of many, but not [pringing from any 
difrefpeCl: to the prince on the throne, drew from 
a genius of fuperior order, the following ftrains 
addreffed to Dr. Pridl:Iey, \rhich Milton himfeIf 
might have been proud to own: 

• 

• 

. 
• 

Stirs not thy [pirit, Pricll:Iey, as the train 
With low obeifance and with fervile phrafe, 

• 

Fiie behind file, advance, with [upple knee, 
And lay their necks beneath the foot of power? 

• 

Burns not thy check indignanr, when thy name, 
011 which delighted fcience Jov'd to dwell, 
Becomes the bandied theme of hooting crowds·? 
With timid caution, or with cool referve, 
When e'en each rercrcnd Brother keeps aloof, 
Eyes the {huck deer, and kal'es thy naked fide 
A murk for power to fhoot ar? Ler ir be. 
" On evil days ,though fallen and' cI'il tongues," 
To thee, the Jlamicr of a pailing age 
Imporcs not. Scenes like there hold little [pace 
In his large mind, whore ample firetch of thought 
Grafpo future periods. Wdl can'lt thou afford 

• 

• 

To 

• 
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To give large mdit for that debt of fame 
Thy country owes thee. Calm thou can'/l: con/ign it 
To the flow payment of that dinant day, 
If dina nt, when thy name, to freedom's join'd. 
Shall meet the thanks of a regenerate land. 

xxv 

])ec. Z9, 179Z. 

The t;i"lIles, and other minifrerial prints, kept 
110 bounds in throwing their malignant afperfions 
upon Dr. Prieftley, after the burning o(his houfe, 
library, &c.; with a view to reprefent him, as 
having brought down this vengeance jufily upon 
himfclf, for his pretended republicaniirn and hof-
tility to government; . on the principle, no doubt. ... 
of the Italian. afi:1ffins, the injurer never forgives. 

It ,vas aiferted in this paper of the 19th of July, 
i79I, that at the dinner, OIl the preceding 14th of 
July, to celebrate the French Revolution, one of 
the fidl: toafls that \\'as drank, \\"as, Dejlyuflioll to 
fbe prcjeJ!t govemlllCJlt, and, Tbe Killg's Head ztpOll 
a cbarger. And it was immediately fpread through 
the kingdom, thar it WilS Dr. Prie£tley, who gave 
this toaft, although he was not preient on the occa­
fron. This nllnour was at the time publicly con­
rradic1cd, and proved to be faIfe, yet the fiory fiill 
continues to have credit with many perfons, who 
probably never hlW the £1c1 truly fiated. This 
Paper, with fame others, feem to have had a frand~ 
ing order to calumniate Dr. Priemcy at all feafons, 
under the notion that fome of their dirt mufi frick. 

One orher inftance only of their fcandalous be­
haviQur to Dr. Prieftley, firH: openly expo[ed a few 
weeks ago, I iball tranfcribe, from one of the 
public prints, that it may not die away, but re­
main a monument of their inventive faculty. 

A pa. 

• 
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• 

• 

A paragraph inferted in the True Briton, and . 
the Sun, of the 1 Ith of December, 1794, 

H There is a gentleman living in LeadenhaIl­
fireer, who went over to New York in the [arne 

• 

vell'el with Dr. Prieftley. He fays nothing could 
furpafs the chagrin and difappointment of the . 

• 

• 

• 

Doctor on his arrival there, at the dearne[s of pro-
vifions, the cool manner in which he was received, 
and the difficulty there is for a European to fettle : 
himfelf to his mind. Two young men from Bir- : 
mingham, . whom he had brought up Unitarians j . 

whom he had cloathed, educated and fed j whofe : 
paffhge he had paid, to that Land of Promife, on. 
condition of their [erving him there, quitted their 
mafier the third day after their arrival, faying, that 
they were free to do as they liked, and that they 
would ferve him no longer. The Doccor found no 
invitation to preach in any of-the churches in that 
Country, which likewife was mortifying; for it 
appears they do not like a politicsl goJpel from the 
pulpit there. A Mr. Lyon, a rich farmer, who 
·went over at the fame time, and bought an eftate, 
fold it Coon after on account of the manners of the 
·people j his workmen, in [mock frocks, would 
dine with him, and bring their companions with 
them: In fhort, the traits of rufiic democracy are 
extremely laughable, at the fame time that it is 
clear, they muft render America ,intolerable to any 
man accufiomed to live as we do in England. 
America is only good for the ftout-working-man, 
who labours himfelf, but not at all for the rich 

• 

Farmer or Manufacturer. The idea of emigrating 
6 there 
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there will foon ceafe; and there are now at New 
York numbers of Englifh who would return, but 
their money is all gone, and they have not the 

• means. " 

, , 2 

A REPI.Y TO THE ABOVE. 

C A paragraph having appeared in the papers 
(the True Briton, and the Sun) of the I Ith of 
December, 1794-, flaring the difappointment of 
Dr. Prieftley, and Mr. Lyon, on their arrival in 
America; the latter, being now returned to "this 
Country for a fbort time, declares the whole to be 
falfe; and though the DoCtor's charaeter frands 
too high, both there ana here, in the eftimation of 
every well wifher to the human race, to need Mr. 
Lyon'S defence, he thinks it but juftice, in the 
'DoCtor's abfence, to blunt the point,of an Affaffin's 
dagger. If Addreffes from ali the different {o­
cieties, (the Tories ,excepted) and deputations 
waiting upon him in all the principal Towns 
through which he paffed, congratulating him upon, 
and welcoming his arrival in their country, and 
the ofter of the Profcffodhip of Chemiftry in Phi­
ladelphia, are marks of the cool reception he met 
with, it mllfl: be <tHo wed the aifertions are true.' 
As [0 the t\~·o young men, mentioned as corning 
from Birmingham, who. i11cwed [0 much ingni­
titudc to rhe Dador, the fal'l: is, there was no per­
!iJn \\hatever on board the filip from that place, 
ll?f any other perfon, to whom the affertion is ap­
piicable. That the Doetor received no invitations 
to preach, is equally without foundation .. A ge-

neral 

" 
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neral diOike to political doctrine from the Pulpit, 
fhews the good feofe of Americans, and this coun­
try, by holding it in proper contempt, would do 
well to copy after them. As to Mr. Lyon, he 
never purchafed any efl:ate, of cOUJ-fe could not fell 
it with lofs, neither had he any fervants there j if 
he had, he can have no hefitation in L'lying, he 
fhould have been as well ferved by them, as he 
was in England, and with as much proper atten­
tion and refpect. The Country is not a good one 
for idle and debauched characl:ers to emigrate to. 
becaufe they will find nobody coming under that 
denomination will get employment; but Mr. Lyon 

• 

defies the proof of a lingle inftance of any perfon • 
. 110t anfwcring the above dcfcription, wiihing to 
teturn to England, except like himfelf to prepare 
for a final removal and fcttlement there. Servants, 
and labourer's wages are more than double what 
they are ~ere, notwithftanding the Farmers and 
Graziers profits are great in proportion. Mafons, 
both frone and brick, Carpenters, Cabinet-makers, 
Mill-wrights, Wheel-wrights, Blackfmiths, Shoe­

.makers, and Taylors wages are two thirds higher 

• 

• 

than in this Country.' 

The fame bad fpirit which perfccuted Dr. 
Pricftley at home, produced an infamo!Js and formal 
attack upon him from the Prefs, after his retreat 
·to America jthe title of which ·was, « Obferva-
· tions on the Emigration of Dr. 'jo[eph Prieftley, 
and on the feveral Addreifes delivered to himJ on 

. 11i~ 
• 
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his arrival at New York. Philadelphia, printed: 

London, reprinted. 1794· 
In this piece, the writer reprefents Dr. PridHey 

as a firebrand;) an open and avowed enemy to the 
conltitution of his country; whofe property had 
indeed been deftroyed by a mob for thofe very' 
principles, but that he had received ample repa­
ration for his lofies, notwithftanding his whining 
lamentations every where to the contrary, &c. &c. 

I fi1all not enter into the queftion, whether the 
pamphlet was firfl: conceived and ,originated in 
America, or in England, though not a few incline 
to think it, in a great meafure, of Englifil growth. 
From whatever quarter it ifi'ued, it is the work of 
a man who fheweth himfelf void of truth, and of 
every moral principle, if he were an englifuman; 
if an American, a gro[s and ignorant calumniator. 

• 

I all} happy, however, to be able to fpeak from 
knowledge, that in America, this libellous publi­
cation, which was defigned to calumniate, and 
inftigatc the country againft Dr. Prieftley, on his 
firft arrival, had quite the contrary effetl:, and in­
ftead of anfwering the vile purpofe, did really re­
commend him more than a laboured panegy~ic on 
his charaCter could have done. For the Ameri­
cans were not wholly ignorant (what civilized . ' 

country in the world is ignorant) of his writings~ 
of his being one of the firft ,philofophers of the 
age, and an eminent defender of true religion. 

But 'Wha,t il:iH moil: of all helped to giye credit 
ro, and to fpread this atrocious attack on the moft 
virtuous of men, was the Review of it, made by 
the Britiili Critic, for the monlh of November" 

1794J 

• 

, 

\ 

, 

, 
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1794, and the giving it the feal of their appro-
bation. ' 

• 

Be the original author of the pamphlet who he 
will, and whatever the degree of his guilt, their's 
is of much deeper die, who could coolly and de­
liberately adopt and recommend it, as they could 
not but know it to be a tiffue of abominable ca­
lumnies. 

The Reviewer fets out with great folemnity; 
and with rhetorical art and ftudied malice, ftrives 
to lift up his little pamphlet to the rank and dig~ 
nity of larger volumes, on account of the impor­
tance of the teftimony it gives concerning Dr. 
PrieftIey; and for that .end labours to prove it of 
American origin. Let the reader judge of the 
complexion of the piece by the pompous ftile of 
the very firft fentence in it . 

.. We jomelimes ele-vale a pamphlet, all account 
if its importance, to a rmzk among our primary ar. 
ticles, and this honour is peculiarly due to a jlranger, 
who comes j01·Wtl.I-d to gi·ve his decifi01t as an umpire. 

011 'points wbereil1 I be pa/ji01!S oj El1glijhmm may 
be JuppoJed JtlJjicien/ly i,!tere.Jled to bias tbeir judg­
ment. " 

The reft of the review is taken tip, with a crafty 
feleCtion bf the moO: atrocious accu[arions at full 
length, with fhort innuendos, that they forbear * 
to quote fame paffages out ot concern for the 
DoCtor, but really to excite the greater atte.ntion 
to them; giving, in their comments throughout, 

... 
* .. We thall not infert the conjcaures that foHow, becaufe we 

hope they are too fevere." . 

• a force 
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a force and fting to the vileft infinuations, which 
they' would not otherwife have had. 

Did thefe Reviewers never hear, that Dr. Priefiler - . 
has been an eminent Tutor of youth, a teacher of 
the gofpel, beloved and dteemed by all to whom 
he has borne thefe relations; a phiJofopher of forne 
note? How can they then paint him merely as a, 

monfter that delights in blood and confufion; for 
nothing elfe can their readers gather from their 
exhibition of him and his charaCter . 

• 

, If you had looked, Gentlemen, into his nume-' 
· fOUS writings, would you not have perceived, for 
· , 
i he is plainnefs and fimpliciry irfd£, that he had 
" . 
: been from early youth devoted to God, and to 
• 

· virtuous purfuits; that he has never been inftu--
· enced by views of intereft and mean ambition, but 
i earne.fi:ly fought the truth, and openly profeffed 
; what he difcovered, for which he has been a [uf-, 
; ferer from very early life to this hour that he is 
, perfccuted by you. . 
i If you would take his charaCl:er from his ene-, 
; mies and oppofers, who have ope/tly owned them-,. 
: felves as fuch, and not from fuch affaffins in the 
•• 

,j dark, whom you chufe to truil:; do you find that-
1 they ever allege againil: him any thing mercenary, 
~ or cruel or deceitful, or charge him with any 
'i crime, but a too ,vehement zeal and ardor for a re-, 
1. formation in church and frate, which he believes 
} would fave both, but they fay, would throw all 
.~ things into confufion and defolati'on? And is he 
J for this to be frowned upon by men in power and 
1 the governors of his country; to have his houfe) 
:~ noble library, philofophical apparatus, and valu-
,-
J able 
.~ 

• • - . . , 
• · ; · -, 
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able manufcripts, burnt and de!troyed, and his life 
endangered, and to be jeered and infulred ",hen he 
complains of the heavy loCs? Is he for tbis to be t 
hunted dOWll, like a \,'ild Dealt, from his native ! 

[ 

land, to which he has been the greateft benefactor, ' 
to be purfued acrqfs the gn:at ocean, and not be 
fu ffe !'" ° , as far as ye could prevent it, to have a i 

, 

friend to compaffionate him, or a place where he ' 
could lay his head in peace and [(,fety? 
, I fpare to fay, to whom vulgar report afcribes 

the direCtion of your periodical publication, efpe_ 
cialty on theological [umjects, and what relates to 
men's civil and religious rights. But this is 
an ill fpecimen of the difcharge of the office ye have 
undertaken, a very honourable one in itfelf, to 
form the public mind and taite, to enable your 
readers to make a right judgment of the truth and 
falfhood of the things and characters that come 
before them. 

o moral degrldation! a fhame to fcience! when 
its votaries can lend their rare abilities, heaven's 
gift for better purpo[es, to pleafe the great, and 
gain their favour, who are far from being the molt 
virtuous; and to lower and deprcfs eminent virtue, 
and' hinder others from reaping advantage from 
that example and thofe writings, by which they 
might be formed to goodnefs. and excellence. and 
happinefs for ever! ' 

A COpy of the prefent wor~ was very lately put 
into my hands, by a geNtleman who had brought it 
from America, when I refoIved to make it public 

, and 
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and print it immediately, having been much in­
quired after, the ,fubjeCl: alfo being very feafonable ' 
and importa,nt. It foon occurr~d, that it would be 

• • 

defireable,and proper for me, If I could acquit my-
[elf in it in any tolerable mannerj to take the op­
portunity that offered; of faying fomething iI,1 
behalf of art honoured and beloved friend, that 

• 

might remove or foftenthe violent prejudices en.;. 
tertained againft him, in this country, and in this ' 

• 

(ountry only; for in all others, his fame is greati 
and his character revered •. 

It is a' fael: too well kndwnj and of every day's 
experience, that thefe prejudices here run fo frrong. 
that, in general, in protnifcuous public coinpa­
nies, among the clergy, nobility, men of fortune! 

• 

thofe that are already raifed high j or that look for . 
preferment in the different learned profeffions, all 
who are connected with minifters of frate, -it is an 

• 

affront to mention the name of Prieftley, arid to 
commend his writings would be followed with a. 

. ' 

dead filence, if not a rebuke. I have therefore en .. 
deavoured, in the foregoing fheets, to vindicate 

, his fair fame, and to indicate the caufes of this an~ 
• • 

tipathy, and mean, unmanly conduct, which can 
only injure the perfons themfelves, by keeping up 
an averfion to this eminent perf on, and hi& writ .. \ 
ings, by which they might be benefited and im ... 
proved; but cannot hurt him now, who iso~t; 
of the reach of all perfonal infult. 

Unqueftionably, the f€vere truths :Dr. Prieftley 
I delivered, irritated the minds of fome againft him, 
i who are againft all reformation in church· and 

I , , 
t • ! 
! 
i • 

b itate; 

, 
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, 

Hate; blit he has chiefly fuffered by the fpirit and 
temper of the times being changed, fince the pe­
rioli that the venerable Hoadly went off the ftage, 
,,'ho ,,:ould have embraced our author with af-· 
fcCtion and eftccm, and proteCl:ed him. This fpirit, 
much increafed within a few years, has not only 
vented itfeIf againft him, but has callfed continual 
migrations of moft valuable per[ons among the 
diflerent clafi'es of Difi'enters, to feek for that 
peace and liberty in a foreign land, which they 
could not enjoy at home. 
. Dr. Prieftiey's enemies, however, by their igno­
rant, malevolenr detraction, cannot make him un­
harpy, but only hurt themfclvcs. Changing his 
country, he changes not thofe habits, which 
form the virtuous, the holy, the benevolent, the 

. . 

ilpright character. T,hefe conftitute happincfs, 
thefe accompany a man wherever he goes, of which 

, 

homalic'e or vio1encecan 'deprive him. In his 
paiI:1ge to America, which was umiftia:lly long~ 

, upward's 'of eight weeksJ he was happy, as all fuch 
ever will be:, in contemplating the new fcenesof 

• 

mtureJ which prefented themfelves to view, which 
neclefcribes in his kttenJ and fpeaks of obferva­
tions inade by hi'rn, that fuggefted various experi­
trients, whkh he fhould profecute, when he could 

• 

get. his apparatlls at libeHy. Ever intent alfo upon 
[o\\,ii-lg the good feed of truth and virtue, at aU 
fcafC:il13, and in all places, in truft that fornething 
of good 'mighrJpring up afterwards, as nO'virtuo~s 
effort' is"cVet loft, he found opportunity for this 
1110lt pleafing employment, which would, be i:hemore 
'. . 9 likely 

• 
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likely to fucceed, as.he is always cnearful, and the 
fartheft poffible from all religious gloom, nor dif­
pofed ever imfeafonably·.to obtru~e ad vice or in­
ftruCl:ion. Mentioning in his fhft letter, the va­
riety of char:,l.cters that w~re in ,the £hip, fame 
that did 110t trouble themfelv.es much about reli-- .. 
gion, but H a number of ferious perfons, univer­
fally .Calvinifts, though the .majority were mode.:. 
rate, as you will fuppofe," fays he, cc on their ap­
plying to me to perform divine fervice to ~hem'-' 
This I did with much fatisfaction, when the wea. 
ther and other circumftances would permit, feveral 
other~ of thepaffengers joining us." Thefe things 
are not mentioned as being peculiar or extraordi-

• 

nary, but to fuew his bent and difpofition. . 
Never was anyone's bias and turn more miftakel), 

than in his being reckoned a political character; 
althoqgh, like Locke and Newton before him (~t 
the time of the Revolution) .he would have been 
ready to Hand forth,. at any hazard, when properly 
called out, and his country's liberties in danger. 
What he fays of himfelf, in a letter foon after his 
arrival in America, fpeaks the truth concerning 
him. in this refpecr. "As I am much attended 
.to, and my writings, which were .in a manner' 
unknow.n, begin to be inquired aftel1, I propofe 
to get my fmall pamphlets immediately printed. 
I fuall carefully avoid all the party politics of· the 

• • 

.c·ountry: for I have no other objeCts befides reli- ' 

. gion and philofophy.. -. 
I cannot conclude better than with an extracc 

• 

-from his laft letter, which ihews his views and 
. b 2 defigns 

\ 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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defigns to be the fame which they have been from 
• 

.f:arly life. 
• 

It is dated the latter end of February,- from 
Northumberland town, upon a branch of the 
Sufquehanna, the place of his refidence • 

• 

" You are concerned, as I apprehended you 
would be, at my fixing in this place, fo much out 
of the world as you actually take it to be. But 

• 

had you been here, you would not, I think, have 
advifed me to do any other than I have done, 
diilant as it is from my original views." 

Then follows a large [atisfactory detail of his 
rcafons for declining the invitation to the Chemi-

, cal Profdforiliip at Philadelphia, which was made 
to him in the handfomeft manner, and was nat 
for fome time after, if it be now filled up, with 
a hope that he might change his determination. 
Be then goes on : 
-

- cr As to my ufefulnefs in other refpeas, I really 
think it will e,vcntually be greater in c9nfequenoe 
pf not immediately forcing myfelf into a more 
.public iituation. My writings which are now 
much inquired after, and were not known or 
thought of before, will prepare the '\vay for my 
preaching in Philadelphia, which I am determined 
upon, abDut two months the next wint<;r, In the 
mean time I ihall have a [mall congregation here, 
all the more intelligellt people in the place having 
agreed to join ill building me a place of worfuip. 
We ihall firft build a fmaller place) which may 
afterwards fqvc for a dwelling houfe, or a library., 
room, which we talk of cft\tblifuing, and after.­
Vifl.rds to ere~ a place of [om~ elegance; th~ 

~rquncl 
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ground for which I hav~ already fe~ured. This 
town not only will be, but even js, a place of 
great~r refort than you may imagine. . And if we 
dlablifu a College here, I do not ~hink that I 
could any where be fixeo to JIlo,re advantage = 
efpecially if it be confidered, that I have here th~ 
1ci[ur~ for my purfuits that I could not have in a 
populous town, and the climate, &c. much {upe,. 
fior to any thing near the ~oaO: in fev~rC!.l impOf., 
tIl-n~ fcfpecrs• u 

• • 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

I 
I 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 
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LETTER VI. 

brfl Method of communicating 
InflruClion to Man. 

moral 

MY FELLOW CITIZENS, 
, , 

HA VE read with pleafure, and even with 
enthufiafin, the admirable Report of Robef-

, 

pierre on the fubjeCt of morals and religion" and 
rejoice ta find by it, that fa great and happy 
a change has taken place in the [entiments: of 
the leading men of France, fince the year 1774. 
when I was in your country. Then, excepting 
Mr. ,Necker, who was a Protefiant, every 
perfon of eminence ta whom I had accefs, 
and, as I fa \v rea [on to think, every man of 
letters almoft without exception, was a pro~ 
feired atheifi, 'and an unbeliever in a future 
flate on any principle whatever. At prefent 

, ' 

,your whole National Airembly have profeifed 
B' " tI~eir" 

, 

. -

I 



• 

, 

. Letters to the • 

their belief in the being of a God, and alfo in 
a future flate, on the principle of the immor­
talityof the joul, as highly ufeful, if not -ne­
ceffary, to the obfervance of thofe moral duties, 
which are efiential to the well being of fociety. 
\ Taking it for granted, that thefe are now 

your fentiments, as wen as thofe of the Nati­
onal Aifembly, many of whore members rank 
with philofophers, as well as politicians, give 
me leave freely to expofiulate with you on 
your rejection of chrifrianity, whi~h has no 
other than the' fah1c objett, and the principles 
of which 'appear to me to be much better calcu-' 
lated to anfwer yo~r great purpofe.- The laws 
of morality, whether they refpeCt the Supreme­
Being, our fellow creatures, or ourfelves, 
fuch as the obligation of oaths" the duties of 
juftice and humanity, thof~ of m,en in the re.; 

. lations of magiftrates and common citizens, I of 
huiliands and wives, of parents and children, 
'Of mafrers and fervants, and the rules of [0-, . 

briety and moderation in the governmeilt of 
all our paBions, are taught. with infinitely 
greater clearne[s and authority in the fcriptures, 

,as the voice of God, the common parent of the 
human race, than they are by the mere light 
of nature . 

• 
The fufficiency of the light of nature is the 

• 

. frequent boafr of Ul~believers in revelation; 
. .but the deduction of moral and re1igiou~ truths, 

.. . . fpeculative 

• 
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fpeculative cir practical, £I'om' 'mere appear- , 
~nces in nature, is, in many cafes, far too 
difficult for the bulk of mankind. That by the 
mere light of nature mankind in general would 
ever have attained to the idea of a God, an 

'intelligent author of nature, is by ,no means 
probable. A ppearahces which are conftant and 
itlvariable,as r have obferved before, feldom 
draw the attention oC the bulk of mankind. 
They fee thatftones, and other heavy bodies, 
alway.s fall to' the ground; they fee the furi, 
moon and il:ars~ rife and fet every day; they 
fee {ummer and winter .fucceed one another 

, 

• 

,every year'; they per'ceive in themfelves vari-
ous po\vers of action and enjoyment; but, with­
out attending to the canfes, or 'reaCans, of, 
thefe things, Of, 'contenting themfelves with 
the moil: abfurd and infufficient reafons: It is 
enough for them that the appearances are uni­
form, [0 that they can always ,depend upcin 
them, alld act accordingly~, . 

The moft fublime and fundamental doctrines 
• 

of religion, are thofe of the unity of God, of' 
the immenfity of creation being the work' 04 
one great agent, governtd by one fuperintend ... 
ing providence, and tending ,to one great end,~ 

. :viz. the happineis of the percipient, and efpeci .. 
ally the rational, part of the univerfe. But thefe 

, 

. are f6 far_ from being deductions eafily drawn 
by the bulk of mankind, that~ after being in . 

• 

B 2 poffer .. 
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poileflion of them, they have appeared to he-
too great to be retained by them, and have al­
ways eluded their grafp. The doCfrine of a 
multiplicity of gods, gods of different pro­
vinces, powers, and charaCters, fame aiming 
to do good, and others evil, has always forced 
itfelf on mankind, and has never failed to 
be followed by the molt abfO'rd and mifchiev-

. ous [uper,fiitious praCtices, calculated, as was 
imagined, to obtain the favour of thefe vari­
ous deities. This has ever been the cafe, with 
Heathens, Jews, and Chrifi:ians, and it has 
only been by repeated revelations., that men 
have been brought back to the belief of the 
unity of God, and the important praCtical con-

. fequences of that belief. . 
. The precepts of univerfal benevolence, and 

impartial juftice, are allowed to be the moil: 
important in the whole fyftem of morals; but 

,nature, without a fuperior interpreter, does 
Ilot teach them, vv.ith fufficient clearnefs and 
uniformity; becau[e we fee many evils, and 

. many of them fuch, as the moil: innocent per-
fons are involved in, take place in the ufual 
cour[e of. nature, and therefore, no doubt, 

· according to the will of the author of nature~ 
· That all natural evils are ultimately fubfer­
vient to good, I have no doubt, but it is far 

· from being apparently fo; and kings and 
• 

· conquerors, who fpread undifiinguifhing ha-
vock wherever they come, might plead that 

, 

they 
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they imitate the Almighty, in his Harms and 
tempeRs, in his plagues, pefi:ilences, and fa .. 

• mmes. 
It is pafiible, 'however, that by much reflec­

tion, and frequent obfervations on the general 
order of nature and providence, )utelligent per­
f9ns might arrive at the belief that .all evil will 
\.lltimately produce good.. But this will not 
give them the full fatisfadion which all chrif- . 
tians have from be1iev·ing, that men infpired by 
God have, in (0 many words, affured them, that . 
. all things r;.('ill'l€JorR togeiherfor good to them that 
love him, that they may fafely rejoice zizall tri­

bulation, and even chearfully die in a good caufe, 
depending upon a happy refurreCtion, and an 
.abundant reeOF[lpenee being made' to them. in 
.the life to come. It is impoffible that the mere 
.contemplation of nature !bould give men this 
fun con·fidenee, which is the parent of habitual 

• 

devot.ion, and of .the maR heroic action. 
That men are the offspring of God; and 

.therefore, that he is our parent, are .ideas fuf": 
ficiently natural, pleafing, and ufeful; but they 
are Qnly realized, and felt, when God aCtually 
calls us his children, and eneoL1,rages us ,to ad:... 
dre[s him as our Father 'who is in Heavi!ll: . 

. 

Wha,t nature teaches us withrefpeCt to the 
manner in which we ilibuld conduCt ourfelves 
in life, is not in 'words, intelligible to all roen, 

. but mu£l: be deduced by way of injerelicef!:om 

B 3 
. , • • 
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appearance", which one mail will interpret in 
one way, and another in a different one; and 
every IDiln being necelTarily bial1ed by his own 
prevai1ing inclination, he will generally con­
ceive that his own favorite purftlit is not for­
bidden by it; [0 that moft men will live milch 
as they pkaie, and yet all imagine that tbey live 
agreeabiy to /lature. But in revelation, God, the 
author of nature, fpeaks in a language, that, 
with refpect to every thing of importance, can 
never be mifunderftood, and which muit ever 
command refpeB:. It is equally the hmguage 

• 

of a parent, ~nd of a fovereign, anxious (or the 
happlnefs of all his children. . 

All that you can make of 1Zatureis a figura­
tive perfonage, whom you may addrefs, as you 

. . would the heavens o.r the earth, which are 
parts of it; and of God, confidered merely as 
the author if nature, (but who has never dit-

• 

. covered himfelf except in vifible objeCts, fuc.h 
• 

. as the [un, moon; and itars, the earth, or the 
plants and animals with which it is flocked,) 
you cannot form {uch an idea as you do of a 
perfllZ, approaching more nearly to a human 
being, of whofe feelings you have a perfeCt 
knowledge, and to whom, by the principle of 
aiTociation, fentiments of veneration and love, 
which lead to obedience, are intimately united. 
The idea of the mere author of nature, whom 
• 

you can fee only in his works, ""'ill not make 
[uch 

• 

• 

• 
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7 
"fnch an imprdEon on the mind of man, as is 
made by that of a real perCon, who, -befides 

.' . 
being conceived to be intimately pre[ent to you, 
can, if he plea[es, fpeak to YOll, and permit you 
to fpeak to him, and to whom you can always . 
addrefs yourfelves with a certainty of being 
heard, and being attended to by hiJIl. The 
promifes and threatenings of fuch a' being as 
this will be refpeB:ed as thofe of a magifi:rate or 
a parent. 

The God of the Scriptures is apprehended . 
in this light, as the experience of all Jews and 

-

· Chriftians witne1fes. The God who appeared 
· to Abraham, who delivered the law from 
Mount Sinai, who fpoke by the prophets, and 
who ,difplayed his power, and fignified ,his will, . 

· by Chrift ami the apoftles, will be confidered .. 
and behaved to, as a real perfoo, the objeCt of 

· the higheft reverence, and the moft Hneere 
·attachment; one to whom men will naturally 

, 

pray, and in whom. they will put confidence. 
And the commands -of fuch a· Being, delivered 

"by hi-s authorized me!Tengers, will be obeyed as 
thofe of a real fovereign, whGfe fav.our will be 
defired, and whofe difpleafure will be dreaded; 
and confequently, as thefe commands had no 

• 
other· objeB: than the duties of morality, this 
fyfiem of revelation, which you difc1aim, is far 
better adapted to promote your great object, . 
th an the fy ficm of mere' natural religion. 

. B ~ So 
• • -
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So much more are men impreffed by any 
thing approaching to humanity, that there was 
the greatefr wifdom and propriety in the Divine 
Being, condeicending not only to make ufe of 
articulate founds, {uch as confritute human 

• 

fpeech ; but to exhibit appearances of the human 
, 

form in his firft communications with man. as 
• 

was probably the cafe with Adam, and perhaps 
. with Abraham; though afterwards, as men 

attained ~lOre juft and fublime ideas of the 
Supreme Being, thofe appearances were with­
drawn. That there is nothing in reality re­
volting to the human mind in the idea of the 
Divine Being condefcending to manifeft himfelf 
to men in this familiar manner, however it may 
how be objected to, is evident from univerfal 
hiftory, which fhews that all men, in early ages, 
expetl:ed, and readily believed in, {uch appea~­
ances. . Nor· was this the cafe with the vulgar 
onlv: for Socrates himfelf, fenfible of the dark-
. J 

. nefs in which he, and the reft of mankind, were 
involved, with refpect to truths of the greateft . 
importance, expreffed his earneft willi for fame 
cllV ine in:ltru aor • . .. 

'. . • 

I am, &e. 
• • 

• • 

• 
• 
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LET T E R VII. 

OJ Hijtorical Evidmce. , 
, 

, 

GENTLEMEN, 

HIS TOR I CAL evidence, on which the 
belief and authority of revelation mufi: ne­
ceifarily reft, has been greatly undervalued by 
the advocates for the [ufficiency of, the light 
of nature. But the experience pf all ll:ankinq. 
is againft ~hem j fince there are no truths which 
more readily gain the aifent of mankind, or are 
more firmly Tetained by 'them, than thofe of 
an hiftorical nature, depending upon the tefri­
mony of others. It is a kind of evidence to 
which all men are mof!: accuf!:om~d, [0 that it 
is quite familiar to them; and it is peculiarly 
adapted to-the great bulk of mankind, who are 
unu[ed to abfiraCl: [peculation. The authority 
of a parent or of a tutor, we fee to have the 
greatef!: weight with young per[ons and others 
who have not been u[ed to think for them­
[elves. They naturally take it for granted, that 
what they have been taught by them may be 
depended upon; and from their own natural 
love of truth, they acquire a general confidence, 

that 
• 

/ 



• 

, 

I 

• 

• 

10 Letters tb tbe' • 

that when men who are even {hangers to them, 
have no interefl: in their decep~ion, they \\'i11 
not d,::ccivc th:·m . 

Hence it is that we h:1.~'c, i:l E~Ct, 110 firmer 
uerfua{10n conccrnin

b
o' any thi;l~, th1n we have 

J; , .1 .. 0 

of the eXi1tCilCC of many things which we have 

~ever lcen ourfdvcs, nor ever expeCt to fee .. 
and of the trl1th of {.lCts, which we Know only 
from the infonmtion of others, as that there 

• • 

arc [nch places as Confbntinople and Pekin, 
.-mel that Charles I. of Enghnd, amI Lewis 
XV"r. of France, were beheaded; and no 
dithnce of time fenGbly diminit11es the force 
IOf this perfual~on, when the £u:ts have been 
fully afcertaincd. Who, that is :It all acquainted 
\\;ith ancient hi£l:orf, entertains the leaf!: doubt 
of JuEns CeCu' having been killed in the 
Roman reI1ate houfe, of Xerxes having been 
defeated in his attempts to conquer Greece, or 
Babylon haying been taken by Cyrus? 

Such a faith as tl!,~· we fee, in fact, to be as 
fufIicient a foundation for auion, as faith of 
any other kind whatever. Coniequcntly, that 
God may chitfe to fignify his will to men, that 
thefe men may prove their divine million by 
miracles, or [neh works as God, the author of 

" 

nature, cO~11d alone perform, and that the per-
fonnance of fuch miracles 111ay be attefted by 
proper evidence, fo as to be entitled to our 
fullCfl credit, ne things eafy of belief to man­
kind in general. Indeed all l11eH, in all ages, 

have 
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have been difpo[ed to bdieve thefe things, and ' 
only a Lw fceptic:tl perfoos have entertained 
doubts re:}lecring the credibility of miraCles, 
or the propriety of the Divine Being having re­
cour1~ to them, in order to communicate his 
will to men. It is not from ,fitppqJitions, but 
from aCtual {tz8J, that we are to learn what , 

mf>de of infiruction, or what kind of evidence, . 
is beft calculated to imprefs the minds of men. 
The Great Being who made man, an.J who beft 
knows him, will, no doubt, employ the beft 
method for this pm'po[e; and it/ feems to be 
agreeable to the general phn of his providence~ 
to make u[e of men for the inftruCtors of men. 

Rouffeau, who received the morality, and 
even the divine million of Je[us, though, in­
confifi:ently enough, without admitting the 
miracles recorded in the books of fcripture, ap­
pears not to have given fufficient attention to 
the nature and force of hifiorical evidence, when 
he aiks the following quefiions; (EmIle,-liv. v.) 
" God, you fay, has fpoken. But to whom 
" has he fpoken? To men. But why, then, 
" have I heard nothing of it? It would have 
" been no more trouble to him, and I {bonld 
" then have been iecure from deception. How 
" has the million of the meffengers from God 
" been proved? by miracles? But where are 
" thofe miracles? In books. vVho have writ­
., ten thofe books? Men. And who have feen 

" thofe 

, 

• 



, 

• 
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,;, thofe miracles? The men 'who atteil: them. 
, 

" vVhat, always hUplan teilimony? A.lways 
_" men who tell men, what other men have re­
." lated? How many men between God and 
" me!" . . 

He might have aiked jufr the [arne quefiions 
with re[peB: to all faas in ancient hiilory, or 
any thing elfe that he himfelf had not feen '; 
and yet, like other men, he certainly enter­
tained no more doubt with refpeB: to many 

~ . 
things of this kind, than if he had feen them 
himfelf. 

As to the evidence o(miraclrs, it is precifely 
of the fame nature with that of other faCts. It 
is only requifite that it be }fronger, on account 
.of their want of analogy to other faa~. But 
if the evidence of any faCts, miraculous or na­
tural, be fufficient to fatisfy thofe who raw 
them, it may be made equally fatisfaCl:ory to 
thofe who did not fee them. If the perfons, who 
themfelves i~\w tht miracles, were in fllfficient 
numbers, and fufficiently unbiaifed, we can have 
DO doubt but that (Gnce thofe perions were 
confrituted in the ["(me manner as we are) had , 

, 

we been in their place, we ihould hav,e been as 
well fatisfied as they were. Nay, in many cafes, 

. men are even better iatisfied with the evidence 
.of other per[Jl1s than they are with their own, 
from a'diftru!l: of their own fen[es and judg-
ment •. , 

I would 

, 
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, 

I would alfo obferve, that if other hH1:ories~ 
though written in ancient and unknown lan­
guages, can yet be made' credible to the un­
learned, fo may the hifiory of the Bible; and 
it cannot be denied, that mere French and En­
gliih readers have as firm faith in the hiftories 
of Greece and Rome, as thofe who are acquainted 
with the Greek and Roman languages. . 

• 

Chriftianity, more than any other religion, 
is calculated for the ufe of plain and unlearned 

• 

perfon,s; and tho' the learned only can read 
the fcriptures in the original tongues, the moil: 
unl,:arned have [ufficient means of fatisfying . 
thcmfelves, by comparing different tranila-. . ., 
tions, &c. with refpeCt to the fidelity with 

• 

which the general fePfe has been conveyed to 
-

them; and this is all that they are interefted in. 
This or the other particular book of the Oid or 
New Tefiament, or particular parts of books 
may be fpurious; but if the general hiftory 
of the Jews, as contained in the books of 
Mores, and the moft general account of the life 
of Jefus, of his principal miracles, his death" . 
and his refurreCtion, as related by any of the 
Evangelifts, be true, we have [ufficient reafon 
to regulate our lives by the precepts of chrif­
tianity, from the firmeft faith in that refurrec­
tion to an immortal lifel of which it gives us 
the fulleft afTurance. . 

In 

• 

• 
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In order to form a judgment concerning the 
reality' of prophecies and miracles, which are 
the proper proofs of a divine million, Rouifeau 
(ib.) fays, " We mufi know the laws of chance, 
" and probabilities, to judger whether a predic­
" tion can be accompliihcd without a miracle: 
" we muft know the genius of ancient 1an­
" guages, in order to afcertain what is a pre­
" diCl:ionin thofe languages, and what is only 
H a figure of fpeech j what faCts are within the 
" order of nature, and what are not; and lafi­
" Iy to fay, why God has chofen, as an at­
" teftation of his ha ving fpoken, methods which 
" have themfelves fo much need of attefiation; 
H as if he fported with the credulity of men, 
" and as if he purpoCely avoided the true means 
" of perfuading them."-

But if this writer would avoid \vhat he him-
• 

felf (ib.) confiders as an intolerable inconveni-
ence, . viz. that " there {hould be as many 
" miracles as natura! events," it is ab[ollltely 
neceHary, that they {hould not be exhibited to 
all men, but only to [orne men, and on parti­
cular occafions, and that the perions who were 
witn~1fes of them, fhould traniil)it their know­
ledge of them to others, in the u[ual, but 
what are foun.d by experie~e to be fufilcient, 
methods • 
. In fome cafes, no doubt, it may be difficult 

. to difiinguifh a prediction from a fortunate 
guc[s, 
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guefs, and alfo a miracle from an event within 
the compafs of nature. But in many cafes, 
and efpecially fuch as. occur in the fcripture 
hii1ory, there is no difficulty at all. V/ith re­
fpett to thefe, the moO: iceptical of men can­
not pretend that there could be any doubt of 
the reality (If the prediCtion, or of the mira-: 
eulous nature of the fact, if the appearances 

, 

were fuch as the hi11:orians defcribe. VVas it 
poilible, for example, to have been by means 
of any natural difeafe, that the firft born, and 
the fir11: born only, of 'all the Egyptians, and 
the firft born of their cattle, as well as of their 
men, fhould all die in one night, and that thofe 
of the Ifraelites ihould entirely e[cape, and after 
an expre[s and unequivocal prediction, that it 
would be [a? Could any power in nature, that 
we are now acquainted with, divide the Red 
Sea, and the river Jordan ~n fuch amanrier, as 
that [orne miilions of people illOuld walk through 
them as on dry land? 
, \¥ith refpect to prophec)" could it have been 
by any natural fagacity, that Mofes predi~ed 
the fate of the Ifi'aelitiih nation to the end of 
the \vorId; or, leaving ,out what is yet to come, 
,could he have deLcribed their fituation fo ex­
,amy as all hifiory !hews it to have' been, till 
this very time, and as we ourfelves now. fee 
it to be? Or could our Saviour have foretold 
the dell:rnttion of Jerufalem, and the total de-

molition 
, 

, 
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• 
• 

• 

molition of the temple, as events that {bould 
take place in that very generatiqn, when. it is . 
evident, that' no other Jew of that age had the 
leaft apprehenfiQn of any fuch thing? It re~ 
quires no more knowledge of philofophy, or of 

. human nature, than all men are pofi"eifed of, in 

. order to avoid deception in fuch clear cafes as 
there. 

• 

• 

I am, &c • 
• 

• 

I 
, • • 

-:--'-------.,. 

LET T E R VIII . 
• 

Of the Evidence ofa future State • 
• 

GENTLEMEN, 
• 

THE principles on which you maintain 
the doCtrine of a future )late oj retribution, are 
pluch more liable to be called in queftion than 
thofe of revelation. Philofophers will never 
approve of them ,. and theil' opinions will have 
weight. with thofe who are not philofophers; 

• 

and no authority of laws "can prevent ihis. It 
is not your national affembly decreeing that tl)e 
belief of the being of a God, and of the immor. 

. 6 tality 

• 

• 
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tality· c:>f tqe ;hum,an foul, ,a,re l~he ,pr,i~c,ip.le.s of 
religi~n ~vit,h Frenc~p1~~,,~h~t w~ll ma~e ,~qe.m 

, 

be believed,by ,~~e p~9Ble pf .F.~ance" or ~f '~ny 
~ther nati~~. rhe p~opg ~~~hority, ~n w~q~ , 
any fpecu)atiye pr~n,ci.Rle~, ~hi~h ~re .t~e fo?n~ 
d,a~i~I) of all prac:tise, ~rel~,l;l;q~e~, ~u};t,b.~ :t\l:~ 
reafons alleged' in !~e~r fayqu[; aq~ ~,t ~i~l ;~~ , 
{aid, that admitting there is a God, or ~9 }~,t~l~ 
ligeptall,thor of nature, ~her,e ~s#l~ evi~~n~~ 6f 
man furviving ,the g~aye ? , 

, 

~en are~ot, in re~'ity, a{tu,ated' by .~ny 
q~her principles than .tllo[e qfo~l?er anim~ls,. 
Q~r ,faculties d~fter frq~ ,!~e,i~s ,o~ly iJ;1 d,egree, ' 
~Il~ ,by no .me~,llS ,in ,k.f1.!l;a~~ ~~Qfe 9.f .fqm~ 
brutes a'ppr9~ch. :v..~ry ,~e,ar ;to, ;th,ofe, , of Jo~!,! 
men; ,a,nd as _~~n >,ive, !.9 It4~yA~e, ~t:l the fam.:~ 
ll1ann~r as ,b,rllte ~~ea,t~r~s. r~~n,(~q~t;n;~ly, ,if 
itiJe ,any thing in the ~f\tur~l i~.o~flJtutiq~ of 
ma~, on w.~ich yqu foun~ yourex'pe~Hti9.n~f 
.the immorta~ity of .t~e th.in,l,\,~ng pri~c.ipl.e ;w.~~~i~ 
him, yOUpluft ,~ave .t~~Ja~e e~peCl:~~~Q~ ¥'~~l.l 
,reipeCt to ,every brute c.1:e~~u~e,' ,and.er~n e.v..ery 

,infuCt. - ' . 
, . , 

Wh~n m~nc:~fe "to :~ref1the, .they.c~a:fe tg 
:tbink, and _~Ifoto (he~ )~ny ,(Igns 9f p,ex<;ep­
.tioJ;1, ju.fl: as .1?,rutes ~o; ~nd you comn;l# QO~tt 

" ' 

,i{1 ;t~e fa~e _m~nl}e,r ,to ~he ,earth, w.he,n e,v,e,r.y 
. pu~~ciple 91 whjcp th~y c9nfift~~, ,js .ci~he,r .diC:-

. , '.' 

f9 l v,~~" an~ ,9i[pt:rf~d : ~y J4e ,p.tqcefs'Lof pU,tr,e:-
f.~~~~n,,9r l~g9.rd~ ,~~~riQ;ltlJe~t ~o~the,r )~l)~~ 

~. - \ ~~1S 
, ~l~ J -

, 

, 
, 

, 
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, . . . . . 
mals, fo as to [ufrain lif~ in [orne other form. 

, ' 

vVhat appearance, theh, or what natural evi~ 

dence of any kind, is there, that any part of 
the dead man, or the dead animal, efcapes? 
Or, if any, thing invifible to us lhould efcape 

" . 
' at death, what eVldence IS there Qf that part of 

'man retaining aU the powers of perception and 
thought? ' 

If while a man lives, his faculty of think ... 
ing is deranged by a blow on the head, or a dif­
eu[e of the brain; or if when he is thrown into 
a flate of found fleep, his faculty of thinking be 
fuCpe-nded, how can he perceive, or think, when 
his brain is ·infinitely more difordered, or when 
, ' 

he has no brain at all? Certainly there is no 
. , ' 

,analogy in nature that· can lead u,s to form 
, fnch a con'Clufion. Had we had no knowledge 
of men but in a fiate of death, it would have 

, 

been no more rational to fuppoCe that 'they 
:were poffefled of the power of thinking, than 

, that [0 many logs of wood had the fame power. 
If you fay that it is impcfiiblc to conceive 

hrJ'l.O the. properties of perception and thought 
. -' 

:{hould 'refi.11t from any organization of mere 
, . ' 

matter, I fay it is equally impoffible to'coriceiye ' 
. ' 

how the properties of gravitation, of magnet-
, ' , 'urn, or of eleCtricity. {liould refult, frap.} the 

fubil:ances whiCh we find to be endued' with 
, 

them. The con'neCtion between the fubflance 
"J'od the properties' is equally unknown in all 

• 

" the 



• 

• 

• 

- . 
the cafes. Befides, what do we know of tin111a~ 
teria! fubJIances more than we do of thofe that 
we call materia!? We hav~~ in faa, no pro­
per idea of any fubflance, but only of the pro­
perties by which they afreCl: our fenfes, and 
which we fay inhere in, or belong to them;' 
fo that to ~he mere terms material or immateriit/, 
as expreffive of things or fubfl:ances, and ex .... 
clufive of their properties, which we fay belong . 
to them, we equally annex no 'ideas at all. Con­
fequently our difficulty with refpect to the 
caufe of perception and thought, is not at all 
removed by fuppofing that they belong to an . 
immaterial fubilance, which is inyifible to us, 
and which efcapes when a man dies. . 

If you fay that there muil be fomething in man 
which is immortal, in order to his receiving 
a juft recompence for his, aCtions in this life, it 
wilT be afked, what reafon have you. tQ expect. 
that men will receive from the author of na­
ture, any other recompence than they do in 
this life? You can only judge of the dejigJiS, 
as well as 'of the power of God, from what you 
fee of his works and. his providence; and if 
you fee that men actually do die. iQ. ~b~. crimes, ... 
without receiving any proper p\lniJhment, the 
fair inference' is, tha.t the author .9f nature, 

. who is. the author of life and of death, did not. 
. intend that they fuould receive any. If you 
form any other idea of God, he ~sa Being 'of 

C 2 your 
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your own imagination, and therefore nothing 
that you can fuppofe fuch a being as be 
ought to do, or to provide for, can be the 
ground of any real expeCtation whatever. 

I cannot help obferving that Monr. Robef­
pierre, in his ex~enent Report on the fubjefr, 
gives no reafons· whatever for. his belief in the 
immortality of the foul, befides the import­
ance and tIfe of the doCtrine; and Mr. Paine, 
who in his Age if Re,!/on profefles the fame be­
lief, contents himfelf with faying, page 10, 

that " The power which gave him exifi­
" ence is able to continue it, and that it ap­
" p,ea,rs to him more probable that he ihall 
" continue to exifr hereafter,. than that he 
c.' Jhould have had exifience, as he now has. 
" before that exiftence began." But he gives 
no reaion whatever .'lohy this appears to him ito 

be probable. Before he had any exii1ence at 
all there were namberlcfs millions to one7 

that he never would have exiiled. For 
exactly fuch a perfon as M~ .. Paine was but Ollt: of 

, an infinite variety of beings, that might have 
been . produced, and .therefore. cOllfiitently 
enough with .what he has advanced, there may 
be .many millions to one .againft his exiftence 
after death. That the power which gave him 
txiftence is able to c€mtinue it, is no proof at 
all·tnat he· .'l£)ill continue it; fince there is, no 
doubt" -an infinite number of thillgswi.thill .the 

power 

• 
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po\.~:erof the Almighty, that never "aCtually 
take place. 

, 

The more attention you give to this im-
portant fnbject, the more 1atisfied, I am con­
fident, you will be, that no principles befides 
thofe of chrifl:ianity can enfure the firm belief 
of a future frate, as neceifary to that doctrine 
of III tun: retribution, which you willi to efta­
blifll. In the principles of chrifl:ianity, there 
is nothing metaphyfical or dubious. That man 
will furvive the grave, chrifiianity aifures us, 
not on the principle of the immateriality, or 
immortality,"" of ilny thing invifible belonging 
to a man, which death cannot affect, but on the 
actual refurreClion of the whole man in a fu-

o • 
ttlre period; and this upon the pofitive :word 

Of him that made man, and who, no doubt, 
has power, though in a manner which we can­
not comprehend, to reftore the life which he 
firfl: gave. " 

That the Divine Being has given men this 
aflurance, is confirmed by fuch evidence as no 
perfon can reafonably object to. For in the na­
ture of things, {hanger evidence could: not 

have been given, or even imagined; as I pre..: 
fume I have fufficiently proved in: niy" DiP 
cowje Oll tbe rifltrreClion qf Ydils, .to which I 
take the liberty to refer you. What could the 
moil: incredulous of men have required mbre,' 
than tl1at a man, commiffioned "by God, and 

C 3 evidencing 
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evidencing his million, by unquefiionable mi~ 
racIes (fome of which were raifing of dead 
pedons to life) {bould not only afTert the 
dOCtrine, on the authority of thofe miracles, 
but, as an ultimate proof of it, {hould exhibit 
himfelf as an exam pIe of it, by announcing 
his own death and refurredion within a limited 
time, being put to death by his enemies, in 
the moll: public tn4nner pollible. The eer.·' 
tainty of his refurre(tion was alfo evident from. 
the conduCt and miracles of the apoft1es, aCling 
in his name afterwards. 

Evidence of this kind is far better adapted 
to the nature of man than any arguments that 
can be al1eg~d in favour of the immortality' 
of the human foul, which, it is well known, . 
never, in faCt, produce any cQnfi~erable ef­
feCt, fo as to induce men to live and to nfl, 
and fii1l1efs to die, in the full perf~afion of it~ 
truth; and it cannot be denied, that this has 
been unqueftionably the cafe of thoufands and 
tens of thoufands, with refpeCt to the chrifiian 
doClrine of a re[u'rretl:ion. What real influ­
ence had. the doCtrine of the immor'tality of 
the foul upon any of. the ancients? And it is 
well known,that the little appearance there 
was of the· belief of it, had vanilhed before the 
time of Chrifr. It is fufficiently evident that 
even Cicero, who with great ingoouitx.. collec­
ted~ and ftated, all the arguments he could find 

• 
tn 

, 
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in favour of this doCtrine, did not himfelf lay 
any firefs upon them.' . . 

The deiils of the lail century in England 
began indeed, with profeffing, as you do, . their 
belief in the immortality of the foul, as well 
as in: that of the being of a God, and of a pm- . 
vidence: but it was not retained by their dif­
ciples. Few perfons have had an opportunity 
of being better acquainted with the unbeliev­
ers of my own age and· country than myfe1f; 
and I .can affure you, that I have hardly ever 
known. one of them, who had the leaH expec­
tation of a future life, and fame of them have , 

pU\:llicly maintained,. that the belief of it, as. 
well as that of the being of a God, has done 
much harm in the wodd.. If, therefore, you 
with to efiabliili the belief of a future flate, 
.15 a fecurity for good, morals, you muil not dif~ : 
countenance the chriftian dochine of a refurrec­
tion, and rely on a principle whidl has never 
yielded it any folid fupport. 

Simple unitarian chriftianity invites your par. 
ticular and ferious attention. What you have· 
hitherto feen of chriftianity;. has been· little. 

• • 

more than the ibocking abufes and corruptions 
• 

of it, which have made it fubfervient to the 
mifchievous policy of kings and, priefis. Be: 
perfuaded to examine for yourfelves, and you. 
'will find, that none of thofe things. which 
have given you fa much juft offence, are at. 

e 11- • all 
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a"Ir au~h:oriied oy the pilre' gofpe! of Chrifro' 
On' the contrary, his doCtrines are moll: fa­
~o(ira:ble to: fhe /iberty' and eqita!ity Of inan2 

arid to every thing eIfe' that contributes :to his 
'" '\ ' . 

dignitY' and' happine[s. In the go[pel, men of 
, . . 

aU rankS and de[cripti6n's, Je\v or Gentile, Bar-
ba)liarl, Scythian', Bobd', or ffee, as the apoftIe' 
Pa'ul expreifeS" himfelf, are co'blideted as bre­
tbrdl~ being equhliy childl'eti of God; and heirs . , 

of immortalify. They are reprefented as hav-
ing' different pirts to act on. the great th€atre. 

, 

of the world, bui as entitled to all equal re-
wird, if they aa: them well. So far is' there 
fl'om any pn~ference being gIven to tne· r-icQ 

..• . I 

arid great, that their than'ce for futurebllfs,' 
is always iepre[ented as lefs thart that or the, 
poor, wno, on thai account, a're pronoilDted 
moil: happy. ' 

In the origiila1 ii1frittiti611S of' Mofes; there 
waS rio provifion for a kiJig~' tho' all the neigh­
bouring nations were governed: by kings, and 
in the moil: arhiira'ry' marl1le!"; and wlh~ii the 
Hebrews wifhed to imitate their neighbours in 
this refpeCt,as they did in every other, the 
proplid Samud~ fpeaking by authority from 
God, dei'crihed to t~em the fatal contequence 
of ad~pting that form of government, in as 
e~rneft and as emphatical a malllier as you your..,. 
[elves could n6w do it, viz. as leading to op ... 

, 'preffioil and every fpedes of aDufe. , 
• , So 

, 

" 
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So' far is the gofpel from being'a fyftern'of 
lcclifidfHca! tjMfmy~ which' is t~e ufe th,at, has 
been unhappily made' of it, that nothing is fo 
ftrongly inculcated' by Jefus as the virtue of hu ... 
mility, and that all pre-eminence is founded on 
ufefulnels. Having calIed his apofi:les together, 
on twb of themdiicovering fome fymptoms of 
ambition, hefaid, Matth. xx. 25, &c. "Ye 

,. t • • 

" know that the princes of the Gentiles exer'; 
" eire domihion: over them" and they tha'tare 
," great ex~rdfe authority upon them;' but it 
" {han not he [0 among you. But whofoever 
(C wiH he great among you, let him be your 
" minill:er, and whofoever will be chief among 
" you, let him be your fervant; even: as. the 
" fon of i'ilah came not to be minifl:ered \lnto~ 

, 

H but to minifier, and to give his life a ran[ofu 
" for mallY." The v'ery itile made ufe of by 
the pope, who gradually u[ul'ped all po\ver in 
heaven arid ih earth, clearly points out th1s od-­
ginal maxim' of the gOfpel, for he calls himfelf 
tbe flrvallt qf the flrvants if God. , 

Originally all chrill:ian churches were no­
thin'g l:i1ore than voluntary aifociations of chrif­
tians who appointed officers, for the rife of the 
fociety, and difplaced them whenever they 
pleafed; and it was, their fidl:' cufi:om, to ap­
point a number of the fame rank, to manage 
all their concerns, not one of whom~ as the 
6iJ1"op in after times, had any more power 

than 

, 
, 

• 

, 
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than another .. In iliort, nothing C'Oll'ld be more 
favourable to the principles of equal liberty than 
the genuine maxims of the gofpel, and the 
ufl.iforrn praCtice of the primitive ages of chrif-

• • tlamty. : 
· Still more evident is it, thaJ-lminifiers, in 

chrifiian churches, had originally nothing at 
an to do in civil matters. . In what manner 
they acquired the power of which' we find them 
poHeffed afterwards, and what nrc they made of 
it~ ecclefiaftical hifiory abundantly lli~ws. . But 

~ 

in no other cafe will you plead for the total dif .. 
ufe of any thing, on account of the abufes to 
which it has been fubjeCl:. . 

,Hoping that in the pre[ent very critical and 
interefting fituation of your CO\lntry, and of 
all. Europe, you will take thefe. things into 
your ferious confideration, .I am, with my.£1n­
cere willies for the perfeCt eftablifhment of 
your liberty, and the difappointment of all 
yom enemies, your highly honoured fellow 

• • CItIzen, I 

J. PRIESTLEY, 
• • 

NOI'/humberland ilt Am""ica, 

l'il!'(/t!lIliairc 7. De In Rf./,lI.bli1I1e Frflltf0i[e, 
AIIII. 3. -

• 
'. 

, 
• 

• • • 
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OJ the StdJiciency of the Light ~f Nature for the 
Purpoft of moral Injrzt8ion. . 

DEAR SIR, -

c;ONSIDERING how diftinguifhed and 
important a part Mr. Paine has acted on the 
theatre of the political world, and the eager .. 
nefs with which his writings have been read, 
not only in America and England, but, by means 
of tranflations, in all parts of Europe, I do not 
wonder that you are apprehenfive that his viru­
lent attack upon revelation, in his late work 
;;:ntitledThe Age of ReaJon,. ihould make an un-

favorable. 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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favorable impreffion upon many perf OilS. And 
as I 11ave been happy enough, in the former 
part of our 'torH:fJ)omf~nd:::; tei" hive given you 
fome fatisfaClion with refpett to the writings of 
Mr. Gibbon, and other modern unbelievers, you 

~- .--. 

requefl: my perufal of this work, and my opinion 
of the ftrength or weaknefs of the arguments 

, 1 , , 

contained iii' if. .'., ... . 
, I agree with you in thinking, that this work 
ihews the fame 'vigor' of miria' and firength of 
expreffion, that diftingllifh 'the other writings 
of Mr. Paine.. .But-.I. hope. to fatisfy you~ and 
others who are fufficiently candid, that he had 
not the fame previous knowledge of the fubject .' -'- -,--,-. 

of which he treats; and without this knowledge 
of his [ubjeCt,· the greateft mental ability and 
. , .. . . 

. mmm:fnd of words only enable a man t6impofe 
upon the ignorant and unwary';· v,ho will na­
turally prefume that when a man writes with 
great confidence in his own opinion; and con ... 
tempt of that of others (which are undifguifed 
jn thi~ w~k of our author) he has' ra:ken~pains 
.~o· ma~e' ~imfclf mailer 'Of his fubjeCt" and that 

• • 
h~ fe,els the ,ground o.n, Which he frands. There 
~ribeno'doubt but ~hat Mt. Paine thOt'lght fo . 

• 

But let us examine the foundation of his' confi-. . . ~ . 

~,ence, beginning with what he fays of the fuf .. 
ficiency of the light of nature for moral in1l:ruc-

• tl0n. 

• , 

. ' 

• 

• • • " What -
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n What more," fays he, page 70, ~'aoes 
'" man want to know, than that the -hand, or 

, 

H power that made the.fe things, is divine, :is 
" omnipotent.? -Let ·him!believe this, with '.the 

, 

f,' force it ·is impoffible to repel, if he -permits 
" his rea[on to aCt, and ;his rule of moral/life 
'( will .follow of courfe." Speaking of the 
f.'fCatioll, he '£1YS, p. 66, ~'·Itpreaches t~ all 
" nations,aod -to all-wor-lds, and this ,wor!f-of 
" God reveals to man ,all 'I.'hat is' nece1fary for 
.c man to know orCod." -

Now', muoh more is llecelfary to be ~OGw.n 
by man, .than -that ~he 'h~nd, which made ,him, 
and all things, is omnipotent. For all the lru~ 
of moral condua by no means follow {rom ·this 
[canty 'knowledge. A being ,may ibeomnipo .. 
tent, and yet ,malevolent. ,For though the jdea 
ofa devil-has, <I'believe, no archetype in nature, 
it is po!1ible.in itfelf,. and univerfallythought 
to be fo. . Nay, whole nations have believed,in 
an originally evil principle, as well as an origiu-
ally. good olle. -

-Indeed, forgetting ·what ,he had [aid about. 
the idea of the mere omnipotence of the author 
of nature, being,fufficient to lead men to the 
knowledge of all moral dllties, Mr. Paine calls 
to his aid the marks of be1levo/ence, ,which are 

• 

impreffed o~ the face of nature, fuppofi~g .the 
author of it to fay to man, p. -86, ~, Learn froni 

, -' 
" ~y munificence to all, to -be -kind, to each 

8 " other." 
~.. -

, I 

, 

, 
, 

, 
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&, other." There are, no doubt, marks of be .. 
oevolence, as well as of power, in the confiitu .. 
tion of nature, and the conduCt of providence, 
fufficient to enable a reflecting mind to conclude 
that the author of nature is fupremely benevo­
lent, and that the great end of all his works is 
~e happinefs of his creatures. , But this is not 
fo apparmt, but that many have drawn a con­
trary conclufion; and there are appearances in 
nature which would feem to j ufiify the gene­
rality of mankind" who are u'nable to take 
enlarged and extenfive views of things, in draw­
ing it. At leaft, we fee in thefe appearances 
the natural, caufes of their mifiake. For ·it ,. . 
cannot be denied,· that there is much evil as 
well as good in the world, much pain as well 
as pleafure; and that the introduCtion of the 
evil was with a view to the production of JP<,>re 
good, and not the pleafure which. the intro­
ducer of it took in the thing itfelf, is not always 
evident. ' 

Men naturally judge of the thoughts and de­
ugns of other intelligent beings by what they 
experience in themfelves, and obferve in thofe 

, 

about them. Now, whatever be the caufe, 
• 

there certainly are perfons who really delight 
~If- mifchief, and take a pleafure in the {uffer­
ings they o·ccafion.to others. It is no wonder. 
therefore, that men have fuppo[ed that there 

. . ar~ beings above them, and.at whofe mercy they 
arc, 

• 



-
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.ire, who take ple~fLlre in tormenting -them; 
and though they fhould forman idea, that one 
Being was the author of the various and feem­
ingly contradictory appearances in nature 
(which, ho~ver, is more than mankind have 
ever in fa8:attained to themfelves) they might 
{uppo[e that this great Being was of a variable 
diipofition,_- fometimes rejoicing in good, and 

-

fometimes in evil. To learn of him, therefore, 
and to imitate his conduct, they might think 
was Qccafionally to indulge themfelves in a little 

-
mj[chief; as, they might fay, the author of 
nature did, by ftorms and earthquakes, or when 
he fent war, and peftilence, and famine among , 
men. Men, therefore, left to the mere light of 
nature, might fay, that, fince, in thefe cafes, 
there is an evident violation of all the rules of 
jufiice,as well as of mercy al'ld goodnefs, there 
was no reafon why men fhonld be bound by 
laws by which the Supreme Being did not bind 
himfe1f. 

Agreeable to this, it is well known, that in 
the very worfhip· which the heathens paid to 
their gods, they -indulged both their luft an(,i 

, -

their revenge without the leatl: reftraint. They 
even inflicted the greateft tortures upon them­
felves as well as upon others, as the fJ,lreft \vay 
to gratify the inclinations, and, fecure the fa~ 
vour of the objeCts of their worihip ; and abfurd 
:IS we now juflly think thoLe praCtices to have 

been, 
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been, it waS not the wifdom of man, ,but the 
preaching .of that gofpel which Mr. P;idL1reats 
wjth :£9 much cop tempt, that ,brought men off 
fJ::oIn them. Thisdefpifed infrru.ment did more 
;for mankind in this importap.t n;fpea in a few 
y.ears, than all the learning of the Egyptians, 

• 

;,lnd~he philofophy of .theGre.e~s were able to 
.do .in ,many centuries. In faCt, this learning 
and .philofophy, and 3,11 the light '6f nature, 
fuiningon the moft improyed of hllman minds, 
effected no real change at .all ;~ot . one of the 
lIlOO: ~bfurd .ofthep()pular fuperfiitions, .hav,ing 
been corrected by them. 

That nature .teaqhes the duty of prayer to 
God, Mr. Paine :is fo far from afferting, .that 
he . ridicules the ,idea ,of it. "vV;hat," fays he, 
p,,63, " is .the amount ()f all his prayers, but 
" an attempt to ,make ,the Almighty change his 
"mind, and act ,rn;herwife .than he does?" 
And yet men when :left to ,natu.1:e, :ha.ve uniy~r­
fally had recour[e to prayer. How, then, does 
Mr. Paine's .theory and ~he .practice of man­
,kind agree? It is, however, evident to me, 
.that mankind in genc;ral have, in ,this refpf;Cl:, 
judged and aCted ,mQre natllrally than ',Mr . 
. Pain~. The generality of qlapkiQd, j~dging of 
9ther intelligent .beings, andconfeq!lently 9f t,he 
Supreme :Being, froql what they experienc;ed in­
.themfelv.es, ~nd obferved in thofe wi~h Whoql 

• 

. they hadintercour[e, would n.at~rf111y Ju.ppqfe 
that' 
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th:l!' 'lis 'feelings bore a refemblance to their own,_ 
an! that his conduCt would be direCted by the' 
fame principles. As, therefore, they had been 
accuHomcd to apply for what they wanted, to 
their earthly {uperiors, they would naturally ap­
ply to the Supreme Being for fuch things as 
they imagined he alone could give. Their be­
lieving ~i.at he. knew all their wants, and was 
well difpe[ed towards them, would not prevent 
their applying to him ;fince, judging £'0111 

their own conduCt towards their children and , 

dependants, they might think that he would 
defer his bounty till they api/lied for it; as that., 
would be an exp.teffioncif the [enfe they had of 

• 

their dependance upon him, and their obliga-
tion to him. . 

In an advanced flate of human natu're, 1 can 
conceive that pditiolt may be an unneceffary 
part in prayer. We may perhaps even fee an 
impropriety of any mode of direCt addrefs to 
the Deity; and rejoicing in the full pe~fuafion 
that we have of the benevolence and wifdom 

• 

of the' Supreme Being, indulge no fentiments 
but thofe of gr~tude -and joy. But thatpetitiol~~" 
as well as tDanlUj,iving, is adapted to the prefent • 
ftate of human nature, and human life, and that 
it becomes even the mbft intelligent of. men to : 
join with the vulgar in that praCtice whichMr~ . 
Paine fo much ridicules, 1 have the flJ)lefi per· 
fuafion. . -

. .. D Prayer 

• 

, 

'. 
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Prayer is a neceff'ary 11:ep in the intellequal 
a.nd moral improvement of man. That habitual 
regard to God, which does not imply any direct 
atidrefs to him, but (as Dr. Hartley has ad;;, 
mirably and philofophically explained the pro­
cefs) eminently contributes to exalt and purify 
the mind, cannot be attained without it. As 
good and as pious a man as Mr. Paine may be 
(and on this, no doubt, he founds the hope he 

, 

expreffes eo have p. 8, of happinefs beyond this 
life) I am cOIifident he would have been more 
pious,' and confequently more virtuous, if he 
had made confcience of daily prayer, tho' it may 
be too late for J1im to make the experiment of 
having recourfe to it now . 

. If we form our j udgmen t of the light of na­
ture, not from the praCtice ,of the bulk of man­
kipd, even in all ages, and all nations, but 
from the avowed principles, and conduct of 
thofe who, in oppofition to the friends of !e-

• 

veIation, make the greatefl: boafl: of it, we 111all 
fee rea[on to ,form no high idea of the fuf­
'ficiency of it; fince the mo11: celebrated of 
moder!l unbelievers have. defended" practices 
wh.ich are evidently unj ufiifiable. " 
, If there be anything of a moral nature that 
is indifputably right, as a ]Jranch of perfeCt ilz­
tegrity, it is" that a man',s profeffion,s lhould 

, correfpond to [lis real, fentiments, and his con­
duCt to' hisprofeffions i fo that both by. h.i~ 

, 

words 
, . , 

, 
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'words and his actions, he fuould lead others 
into no miftake concerning his principles. In 
this Mr. Paine perfeCtly agrees with me .. " It 
" is impoffible," he fays,. p. 10, " to calcu­
tt late the moral mifchief, if I may fo expre[s 
tt it, that men tallying has produced in fO,dety. 
Ie When a man has fo far corrupted and prof­
H tituted the chafiity of his mind, as to fub .. , 
" fcribe hisprofeffional belief to things he does 
" not believe, he has prepared himfelf for the 
" commiffion of every other crime. He takes 
H up the trade of 'a prieft for the fake of gain~ 
" and in order to qualify himfelf for that trade, 
" he begins with perjury. Can we conceive 
H any thing more deftruClive to morality than 
" this?" , 

This inftance of immorality, Mr. Paine fees 
in its juft light, when chriftians ,are guilty of 
it. But unbelievers, who have profeifed the 
greateft attachment to the light of nature, have 
not only been habitually guilty of the fame 
enormity, but have defended their conduB: with 
refpect to it. Rouifeau, who lirft folemnly ab­
jured the, protefiant religion, i.n which he was 
ed~cated, and afterwards as folemnly renounced 
the catholic religion without pretending to hav.e 
changed his opinion, fays (Emile, live iv.) "In 

, 

" . the uncertainty· in which we, are, it i& .in~x-
,H cufable to profe[s any other religion than 
, 

" that in which we are born, and falfehood, 
D Z' H not 

I 

, 

-

, 

• 
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" not fincerely to praCtife what we profds." 
Voltaire always profeifed himfelf a catholic 
chriftian, and on his death bed he made a con­
femon of his £1.ith, in which-he declared, that 
he died in the. catholic religion, in which he 
was born. * Mr. Burne, Mr. Gibbon, and the 

, 

generality of unbelievers in England, always 
wrote under the mafk of chrifrianity, and at­
tacked it not direC1:ly,. but only.in an artful in­
fidious manner. Not fo, the apofi:1es, the 
primitive chrifi:ians, and the protefiant mar­
tyrs. It is only among the believers in revela­
tion that we il1all find the noble heroifm of 
dying, rather than profefs what is be}ieved to 
be a falfehood. Many unbelievers have not 
{crupled to throwaway their lives in duels, or 
to defiroy themfelves through difappointment, 
or eJluui. But how much more noble is it to die 
for important truth? 

Another virtue of the greateil: importance 
to the good order of [ociety is chaftity, or an 
adherence to the rules which have been laid 
down, by all the civilized part of mankind to 
reftrain the commerce of the {exes. But un­
believers, who profcfs to live according to na­
ture, have in general, made little account of 
this virtue. ROl1ifeall profeifcd to think him­
[elf the 'very befi: of his ipecies, though he made 

.' 1. 

no fcruplc of his criminal connection with a 
, 

gre,tt 
if See /Jis life w/;jttCII by COl/domt. 

• . I 
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great variety of women. He was not married, till 
late in life, to the :woman by whom he had fe­
vera! children, -all of whom he rent to the found­
ling hofpital, without taking any care of,their 
education. He alfo fpeaks in the higheft terms 
of the fublime virtue of a woman, with whom 

• 

him{elf, and, according to his account, many 
others in their turns had the [arne connexion. 
'Surely, then, the pofitive command of God was 
highly expedient, if not abfolutely neceifary to 
reftrain thofe .irregularities eventually fo hurtful - , , 

to fociety, and deftructive of its peace. The 
authority of tJ1e great and wife parent of man· 

• 

, -
kind was required to guide the conduct of his, 
children, before their own reafon would have 

, . 
difcovered the true rule of life, and the way to 
happinef~. .' 

-

I am, &~ 

" 
, 

, 

, , 
, 

. - ... ~...., 
, 

• 
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• 
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LET T E R II .. 

, 
, 

• 

Of the Nature if Revelation, alld its proper 
Evidence. • • 

• 

• 

• . .. 

DEAR SIR, 

, , 
• 

ITmufi be allowed by ap perfons, that the 
, . . 

only proper evidence. of revelation, is a 'miracle, 
or fon~ething o~t of :the u{ual courfe of' nature., 
For no other than the author of '.the laws of 

• • 

nature can controul' them, and' depart from 
th~rri. "B~t, :C'lys Mr. Paine, p. 136," " Un-

, . . 
" lefs we know the whole extent of the laws, 
" and of what are commonly called the powerll 
" qf nature; we are 'not able to judge whether 
" any thin'g that may appear to us wonderful 
" or miraculous, be within, or be beyond, or 
" be contrary to, her natural power of acting." 

To this it is eary to reply, th:lt though no 
man knows the whole extent of the powers, 
or laws of nature, we are fufficiently well ac.,. 
• 

quai~'ed w~th fme of them .. Not to mention, 
the cafc of the death of the firft born, and. of 

• • • 

illc; tirf\: bbtn ?niy" both~of. Plen, and of cattle, 
throughput t4~ w~ole land of-Egypt, in one hour . 

. . , of 

-
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of one particular night, and th~lt diilin 11y an­
nounced beforehand; or the dividing the Req. 

" 

Sea or the river Jordan, fo_ that a whole na-
tion could march through them at their lei, 
fure, which are facts in the Old Teftament 

" 

hiftory: will Mr. Paine himfe1f fay, that th~ 
" 

inftantaneous cure of all kinds of difeafes, no~ 

excepting thofe that require the longeft medi-
" 

cal treatment, fuch as dropfies" palfies, and in-
fanity, by a word fpeaking, was within the 
u[ual courfc of nature; or that a man could 

" 

walk on the fea, and frill a ternpefr, by com::: 
maud, without an1iracle. Still lef~ \vill he fay 
that a "man who ha"d been crucified on Fri~ay; 
and left alone in a fepulchre, could walk about 

" " 

and converfe on the Sunday follO\ving, as i( 
nothing had been done to him, without a 
miracle. Admitting the facts to be, as they ar~" 
reprefented in the gafpe! hifrory, he would 
furely fay, that little as we know of the whole" 
compafs of nature, fu~h things as thc.ft are-

" -

clearly beyond it, anq. umiueftionably jitper-. 
" . " 

natural. " " " -
" 

It is mer~ buddq ~e writing, and unworthy 
of this feriotls fubjeCt, to fc!y (011 the fuppofi-" 
tion of mi~ac1es be~ng "employed to prove a di~ 
vine miHion) as Mr. Paine does p. 139," u It 
" is degrading the Almighty into the c~aracter, 
" of 2 !ho\'{man, playing'tricksto-a~u[e ~nd . 
• , make the people frare- and wonder ;" ,.vhen, ' 

" D 4 . In, 

, , 

" 

\ 

" 
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, 

in the nature of things, mirades were neceJJ~ry 
to engage the attention of mankind, and to con­
vince them of the power and pre[ence of God. 

He fays, (ib.) "ThSlt whenever recour[e is 
" had to {how for the purpofe of procuring 
H belief (for a miracle under any idea of the 

• 

" word is a fhow) it implies lowne[s, or weak-
" n~fs, in the doctrine that is preached." But 
might not Mr. Paine with juft as much reafOll 
fay, that the exhibition of the works of nature 
is only 'another kind of {bow; anq therefore 
that no docrriile can be' taught by it? But 
there are doctrines which, to man at leaft; ab-

, 

fDlut~ly require the a~d of miracles to their 
proof; as that of a re[urreClion from the dead 
at a future period, which it is impojIible for us 

,to learn from any appearances in nature; but 
• 

, 

which we may finnly believe on the expref's ' 
word of our Maker, a[certained in the only way 
in which:it pofiibly can be afcertained, viz. by 
a miracle. . 

, , . 

But Mr. Paine thinks that, admitting the 
pollibility of miracle;; the reality of them can 
never be made credible. "Is it more proba- . 
" ble/.' hlyS he, p. 141, " that nature {bould go 
" out of her courfe, at· that a man fllould tell 

, 

" a lie ? We ha,;e never feen in our time na ... 
, . . \ 

., ture go: out of her couric; but we hav~ good 
" reafon to believe that millions of lies have 

~ - . . 
H been 'told 'in the [arne time. It is, therefore" 

, , 
• 

" at 
, ' 

, 
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5' at leaft millions to _one ~hat the reporter of a­
ce miracle tells a lie." 

• 

This is by no means the true ftate of the 
cafe, as it refpects the miracles recorded in the 
fcriptures. Should, indeed, any fingle perfon, 
efpeciallya fhanger, come and tell me that he 
faw a man, who was unqueftionably dead, fud­
denly rife up, walk about, and converfe as in 
perfeCt health, I fhould, no doubt, conClude 
either that he was deceived himfelf, or that he 

• 

defigned to impofe upon me; this being more . 
probable than the truth of the faCt .. But when 
I find that thoufands, and tens of thoufands of 
perfons, who had the beft opportunity of in­
forming themfelves concerning a faCt of this 
miraculous nature, and who had every motive­
that men could have to fcrutinize the evidence 
with the greatefr rigour, {hew their full perfua­
fion of the t~!lth of it, by relinquilhing every 
thing dear to them in life, and even lifeitfelf,' 

• 

rather' than give up their belief of it; the quef-
, 

tion to be confidered is, whether it be more 
probable that fuch a number of perfons, cir­
cumt1anced, as thefe were, could be impofed 
upon, or the thing itfelf be true; and efpecially 
if a great and good end was vifibly anfwered by 
the truth of the fact, which is-the cafe with 
refpeCt to thofe miracles which eftablilhed the 
belief of chriftianity-. And what a chriftian 
fays, is, that to fuppofe all thefe perfons, who 

, , had 

• 

-

-

, 
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l1ad the perfect u[e of all their [en[es, . and who 
were as c'!-pabk of judging as he himfelf could 
be, and as mu~h interefted in afcertaining the 
truth,. to be deceived, would, in reality, be more 
extraordinary, and therefore,: properly fpeaking, 
more miraculous, than the faCt in queftion. 

It is, no doubt, true, that millions of lies 
• 

have been told by men; but if only ten. or a 
dozen men of Mr. Paine's own acquaintance, 
ihould, independently of one another, tell him 
the fame' thing, as equally feen by" themfelves, 
and he iliould not, be able to difcover any motive 
that they could have to.willi to deceive him, I 
am perfuaded that, like any other' man· in the 
fame circumilflnces, his incredulity would be 
ftaggered. I . .: 

It is upon the idea of the utter: incredibility 
of miracles, that Mr. Paine,' fpeaking of them, 
makes the following extraordin?l"y- aifertion. 
H It is,'" fays he, p. 139, " the moil equivocal' 
" fort of ~viden~e that can be [e,t up .. :. For the 
" belief is ndt to depend on the thing called a 
" miracle, .butupon the'credit of -the repor.ter, , 
" who h'1yS: that he raw it, and_therefore the-
" thing, were it true,' would have' no,better' , 
" ch~l!-ce' _ of being' believed than if .it were a· 

". lie."·'. The credit of the reporter, -is, no 
-

doubt, .. neceiiary t? my. faith in the miracle 
which· he reports. But this being' eftablilhed, 
the miracle is a j uil: foundation of my belief in a 

. \ divine 

• 
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divineinterpofition,. becaufe none, can, 'work a 
miracle but God only. ,. .' . , 

Jt is upon the fame fuppofition of the abfolute 
incredibility of miracles, that. he fays, p. 138:" 
" Since appearances are fo capable of deceivi~g, 
" and things not real have a ftrong refemblancc' 
" to things that'are, nothing can be more, in.;.· 
" confiftent than to fuppofe t,hat the Almighty; 
'~ would make ufe of means, .fuch' as are called· 
" miracles, that would fubjeCt the perfon who 
" performed them, to the fufpicion of being ~a~ 
" impoftor, and the perfons who related 'them· 
" to be fufpetl:ed of lying, and the· doCtrine: 
" intended to be fupported thereby, to be [l,1f-, 
" petted as a fabulous ilwention."13ut ~he' 
fuipicion of impofture, does not neGefTarily arire 
from the relation of a miracle, but upon various. 
circumftances_ attending the . narrative ; and 'ip. 
thefe cafes, one perfonIllight entertain a fufpi­
cion, when another had none at alL'. HiQ:()f;y _ 
unqueftionably proves that, Mr. Paine's reafqn­
ing on the abfolrite inGredibili~y of miracles: is, 
not well founded. Since he cann,ot>.d<':!oy !hat 
credit has beel'). given to miracles by r:neh of::~.tU < 

• • • • • 

nations, in all ages,; it. is: evident that th¢y; ar{'.' 
, 

adapted to gain credit, \vith mep, and ,that by 
having recourfe to them, the" Supreme Being 
has not made ufe· of an :improper: inih.ument: fQr.-: 
gaining his, purppfe. ,J .' J.,- " 

< ' 
, 
, , 
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The following is another truly curious, and' 
I believe a quite original argument of Mr. 
Paine's all this {ubjeCt. "It is," fays he, p. r 3, 
H a contradiction in terms and ideas, to call 
'~, any thing a revelation, that comes to us at 

, 

,~ . fecond 11and, -either verba1Iy, or in writing . 
" Revelation is neceflarily limited to the firil: 

• 

"communication. After this it is only an 
'! , account of fomething which that perfon fays 
" was a revelation made to hziJZ, and though he 

• 

" may find himfelf obliged to believe it, it 
" cannot be incumbent on me "to believe it in 
" the fame manner) for it was not a revelation 
" made to me, and I have only his word for i~, 

" that it was made to' hzin." . 
On this principle, it is not incumbent on Mr. 

Paine to believe what any perfon may tell him, 
and he may give credit to nothing but! what 
he fees himfelf, in which cafe his faith will be , 
reduced !o a very fmall cdmpafs ind~ed. His, 
pretence to a contradtcNrm £11 terms is a mere 
quibble. We do not fay, that the revelation 
made immediately to Mofes, or to Chriit, is 
ftriCtly fpeaking a revelation to us. But if we 
fee fufflcient reafon to believe that the revela­
tion was made to them, we are properly fpeak­
ing believers in revelation; and if the revelation, 
whatever it be, rel~te to the whole human racc, 
as well as to the perron to whom it' was imme·· 
diately made) all mankind, Mr. Paine himfelf 

in c1l,ldt;d, 

• -
• 
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included, will find themfelves under an equal, 
obligation to refpeB: it. 

Mr. Paine's obfervation on the infufficiency 
of human language, . to tranfinit the knowledge 
of revelation, is trite, but as little to the pur­
pofe. "Human language," he fay:s, p .. 85, " is 
" local and changeable, and is therefore inca­
" pable of be~ng uCed as the means of un­
" changeable and univerftl information. As 
" to tranflations," he fays, p. 64, "every man 
" who knows any thing of languages, knows 

• 

H that it is' impoffible to t.ranflate from one 
"languag\> into another, not only without 
" lofing a great part of the priginal, but fre­
H quently miftaking the fenfe." But the truth 

• 

of revelation does not depend upon niceties of 
ideas, which it is difficult to expre[s, or upon 
the niceties of any particular language, which it 
is difficult to transfufe into another language. 
What mifiake has ever ari[en, or can poffibly 
arife, from' the tranilation of the tm command­
JJ1eJ1ts, or the Lord's prayer, intQ all the lan­
guages in the world? Mr. Paine might as well 
£'lY, that the great facts in, the Roman Hiftory, 
fuch as the conqueft of Carthage or the death 
of. Julius Crefar, could never be credible, be- . 
eaufe they are recorded in human language, 
which is local and changeable, and the tranfla­
tion of it uncertain, as that the IVlofaic or chrif-

• 

tiau hiftory is incredible on that. account. If 
thera: 

, 

, 

• 

-

, 
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there be {uch a thing as ca'Vt7Iing, unworthy of 
a (erious writer, it is fuch reafoning as this. 
Indeed, 1 do not think,· I have any where met 
with more confident aifertions, or a loafer mode 
of ai"guing, than in this tract of Mr. Paine's. 

, 

, 

• 

, 

I am, &c. 
, 

LE TTER III . .. 

• • 

Of the ObjeCf. of Chriftianit),) and of the HiftOl] 
if J~/us. 

, 

DEAR SIR, 

YOU will not much wonder that a perf on 
fo occupied as Mr. Paine has been, and fo 

, 
ufefully occupied, in matters of civil policy, 
fhonld not underftand every thing; though his 
extraordinary fuccefs in writing on fome fub-

• 

jeas, might lead him to think himfelf equal to 
any other. Bllt you are now, I am per[lladed, 
convinced, that difiinguiihed as his abilities are, 
he has not given fufficient attention to the fuh-

, 

ject of revelation, that he has totally mifcon-
ceive"d the objeB: of it, and efpecially the nature 
, of 

6 '. 
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of its e'QidetJce. His ignorance of this fubjeCt, 
(arifing, I fuppofe chiefly, from his contempt 
for it,) is more apparent in what he fays con­
cerning chrifiianity in particular; the origin· of 
which, as lying within the compafs of wen 
known hifiory, it. was much eafier for him to 
make himfe1f acquainted with~ , . 
. What is more remarkable fti1l, ·Mr. Paine 

admits things that are manifefily inconfiftent -
with one another. For, according to him, no­

thing can be more truly amiable and excellent 
than the character of Jefus, the founder of 
chrifrianity, or more upright and difinterefied 

• 

than his views in founding it, and-yet nothing 
more detefrable than the real fpirit and ten­
dency of it. Indeed he himfelf fays, p: 57) 
ipeaking of the New Teftament, " Out of the 
" matters contained in thofe bpoks, together 
" with. the' affifrance of [orne old ftories; th~ 

" church has fet up a fyikm of religion very 
.I, contqu:l.i€l:ory to the character of the perf Oil 

, 

H whofe name it bears." 
" He was, he £'lys, p. 18, a virtuous and 

" amiable man., The morality that he preach­
H ed and praClifed was{)f the moll: benevolent 
~'kind, and -tho' fimilar fyftems of morality· 
". had ·been. preached by ConfuC'ius, and by 
" [orne of the Greek philofophers, many years' 
H before, by. the d.gakers.fince, and -by- manY" 

, " good 
, 

, 

• 

, 
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" good men in all ages, it has not been ex­
" ceeded by any." 

" The church, he fays, p. 57, has fet up 
" a religion of pomp and of revenue, in the 
" pretended imitation of a perron, whofe life 
" was humility and poverty. Jefus, he ['IYs, 
" p. 22, preached the moil: excellent mora­
" lity, and the equality of man; but he preach­
" ed a1fo againil: the corruptions and avarice of 
H the Jewifh priefts, and this brought upon 
" him the hatred and vengeance of the whole 
" order of priefthood." "All national inftitu­
" tions of churches, whether Jewiih, Chrif­
" tian or TurkiIh, he fays, p. 9, appear to me 
" to be no other than human invention, fet up 
" to terrify and enflave mankind, and monopo-
H lize power and profit." ' .. 

Here, then, is an extraordinary circumftance, 
which requires a little invefiigation. The 
founder of the chrifiian fyfiem was confeifedly 
the moil: unambitious of men, and yet his religion 
(for he does not fay, the corruptions or abufes 
of it) was, " an invention fet· up to enflave 
" mankind, and to monopolize power and 
H profit." If the apoftles and not Je[us, were 
the fo.unders ot this religion, as Mr. Paine feerns 

• 

to intimate; they were peculiarly unfortunate 
~n their choice of a patron, and very unfuccefs­
ful with refpect to their obje~l:. For none of 

them 
• 

• 
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them acquired any {hare of po\ver or profit; 
;,nd in general, afrer living ,-,.-retched lives, iLlb­
jed to every mod~ of perfeclltion, died violent 
dc~lths. If this [cherne of " enihving nnn­
., kind, ~md monopolizing power and profit," 
Iud :my hter origin, it C:lnnot be afcribed to 
chrif1i~ll1ity idea: but to fomething that arofe 
out of it, and for \vhich it is not anfwerable ; 
;'.I1J all h ifl:ory, though :.vIr. Paine may be un­
;icquaintcd with it, proves that this W:J.S the 
rerv flCt. 

J 

But before I confider Mr. P.line's account of 
the origin of the (v.fl:em. to \vhich he fa much 
objects, I thaH attend to what he farther £lyS 
concerning JifttJ himielf; and. this} like his 
"ccotmt of the object of his religion, is a {!:range 
mixture of truth and £lhdlOOd. That [uch a 
perron as Jefus Chrifl: exilh:d (a thing not ad­
mittd by Mr. Volney, Lequinio, and other 
philofophers in Fr:mce,) Mr. Paine, p. 22, 

do~s not deny. He tHther fiqs, " that he was 
" crucified, which was the mode of execution 
" at that day, is an hit10rical relation firictly 
" within the limits of probability. MoLt pro­
H bably, he :C'lYs, p. ~8, he \\'orked at his 
" father's trade, which was that of a carpen­
" ter, and he does not appear to have had 
" any fchool education, for his parents were 
" extremely poor." This the evangelical hif­
tory confirms j but ,,,,hen he adds, that " The 

• 

E " pro~ 

, 
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" probability is that he could not write," he 
certainLy had no ~oundation for it at all. If the 
·general account of the hifiory of Jefus, which 
Mr. Paine does not call in quefiion, may be. 
depended upon, he read in a Jewifh fynagoglle, 
and the probability is, that a man who can 
r~a.d f1u~ntly, as reading in· public requires, 
could al[o write. In one incident recorded of 
him, John viii. 6, he wrote, or made fome kind 
of charaeters, on the ground. ,Mr. Paine f.'lYs, 
p. 19, " Jefus wrote no account of himfelf, of 

. "his birth, parentage or any thing e1[e. Not 
" a line of what is called the New Tefiament 
" is of his writing. The l~ifiory of him is alto­
" gether the work of other people." But fuch 

. was the cafe with Socrates, and yet it was ne­
ver inferred from that circllmfiance, that he . 
could not write. I 

. That Mr. Paine was very little acquainted 
with the real charaCter, and even the common 
hifiory of ]e[us, is evid~r;t from his faying, 

• 

p. 23, " It is not improbable that the Roman 
" government l1light have fame fecret appre­
I( htnfion. of the effe~s of his doCtrine, as. well 
" as the Jewilh priefis. Neither is it impro­
" bable, that Jefus Chrifi. had in contemplation 

_" the delivery of the Jewifh nation from the 
• 

" bondage of the Romans. Between the two, 
." however, this virtuous reformer and revo-

• 

." lutioni!1: Io{\: his life." 
• • -

~ertainly - • 
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Certainly there is no appearance of any thing 
like this in the evangelical hiftory. On the 
contrary, Jefus not only carefully avoided giv­
ing any urnbrage to the Roman government, 

, 

but he declined giving his opinion on any poli-
tical fubjeCt whatever. When he was appli~d 
to about the diviiion of an efiate, he [aid, Luke 

I 

xii. 14l Who made me a judge, or cl divid'!r over 
JOu? When he was appealed to about the law­
fulnefs of paying tribute, to the Romans, he 
cautiouily an[wered, Give unto CceJar the things 
that are CRJar's, and unto God the things that 
tire God's. 

• 

When Pilate; who certainly would not have 
been [0 much di[po[ed to favour him, as lw 
evidently was, jf he had [u[pected him of any 
deGgns againfr the government, afkd him if 
he was a king, he acknowledged it, indeed, but 
added, that IllS kingdom was not of this -world, 
and that he was Jellt to bear witnefs concerning 
truth. 

When the common people would more than 
once have pIa,ced him at their head, and have 
aCtually made him a king, he always rejeCted 
the propofal with indignation, [0 that at length 
they cea[ed to importune him on the [ubjeCt. 
If he had had any fcheme of this kind, but did 
not chufe to trufi the common people, he would 

'naturally have confulted with the grea~ men 
, 

of his nation; and this might have recommend-
E 2 ec;l 

, , 

, 
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ed him to them. vVhereas fo difFerently did 
they conceive of his views, as moft hoilile to 
theirs (whofe WiGl, as their whole hifl:ory {hews, 
was to emancipate them(elves fi'om the yoke 
of the Romans) that they thought there was 
no (afety for themldves ,but in putting him to 
death, which accordingly they contrive.J and 
exeell ted. 

This, however, certain1y {hews, that Jefus 
was a very confpicl1ous charaCter. EIfe, why 
all this alarm? He had no advantage of birth, 
or cor,ncxions, that could make him formidable. 

, He does not appear to have b~en a man of very 
extraordinary natural talents; and according 
to Mr. paine, could not even write his name. 
"Vhy then were the r'u1ers of the Jev,rilh nation 
fo much afraid him? Why. take away the life of 
a p00r illiterate carpenter, and, not content with 
their OWII forms of judicature, contrive to get 
him condemned by the'Roman governor him-. 
[elf, and crucified by his order? 

, 

But Mr. Paine fays, " The manner in 'which 
" he was apprehended, {hews he was not 
" much known at that time, and it {hews alfo 
" that the meetings he then held with his foI­
" lowers were in fecret, and that he had given 
(( over, or fufpended preaching publickly. Judas 
" could no otherwife betray him, than by' giv-

, 

" in~ information where he was, and point-
H ing him out to the oHicers, who went.to ar­

" rell: 
, 
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'I reft him; and the rearon for employing and-
. " paying Judas for this, could arire - only 

" from the caufes already mentioned, that of 
H his not being much known,. and living con­
H cealed." 

This difticulty, however, is eafily removed. 
The apprehenfion of J efus was to be in the 

• 

night, and by the common officers of jlolftice ~ 
and it is very pollible that, let a man be ever 
fo well known in the day time, iuch perrons as 
thefe might neither be able to find him in the 
night, nor difiinguiili his perron at that time 
without fome ailifiance. Befides, why did , 
the Jewi£11 rulers think it necefE!ry to ufe the 
precaution of apprehending Jefus in the night, 
but becaufe he was fo popular at that time 

, 

with the common people, that the apprehend-
ing of him in the day time was thought to be 
too hazardous? That the preaching of J efus 
was then, and :it all times, moil: public, his 
whole hifiory clearly ihews; and when he was. 
feized in the night, he himfelf [aid, Mark 
xiv. 48. Arc ye cOllle out as again} a thiif, 'lvith. 
fioords and 'with )laves to tilke me? I was daily 
'with YOlt ilZ the temple, teachh'~g, and ye took me . 
not. " 

Mr. Paine £'lys, p. I. "The idea of the 
• 

" concealment of Jefus, not only agrees very 
" ill with. his rep~1ted divinity, but afiociates 
H with it fomething of pufillanimity; and his, 

E 3 ~, be~n~ 
• 
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" being betrayed, or in other words, his being 
" apprehended, on the information of one of his 
H follow.ers, {}1ews that he -did not intend to 

. . 

H be apprehended, and confequently that he 
" did not intend to be crucified." 

It would be of n-iaterial confequcnce to the 
caure of infidelity, that wh:!t Mr. Paine here 
aiferts {hould be true, viz. that Jefus had no 
apprehenfion of the violent death to which he 
was expo[ed. But the whole of his hiHory 
ihews, that he knew fi·om the beginning that 
he was to die in confeqllence of his undertak­
ing, and by a public crucifixion; ann though 
for fome time he chofe to withdraw himJdf ' 
fr~m the pcrfccution of his enemies, it was 
only' till the proper time was come for his 
thrmving him1df into their hands. 

Some time before his lail: journey to Jeru­
.tllem, it is L1id, Matth. xvi. 2 I • from tbat tim/! 
forth began 'J1its to ;1Je7.iJ unto Ilis d!fciplcs h07.iJ 
tbat be tJllJl go liP Ullto '1enffalem, and jidfer 

• 

mallY tbings ql tbe elders, tlJld cbi~r prt>fls, and 
fl:rioes, and be killed, and be raiJed again tbe 
tbird day. At the fame time, and on other 

. occafions, he plainly forewarned his follo\v­
ers, that they mufi be ready 'to [ufrer as he did; 
language which was ill calculated to favor any 
conceivable purpofe of an impoftor. When 
Peter 011 this Deeation rebuked him, faying, Be 

,it far from thee, L?rd! This jhall nat be ztnto thee. 
, ' HI! 
L 
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He turned andfaid unto him, Get thee bebind me, 
Satan. Thot! art an ojjimce unto me; for tholl 

filVOltreJl not the things that are of God, but thqft, 
that be of men. He then ['lid to hisdifciples, if 
any man is 'willing to come qfter me, let him deny 
himfllj; and take up his croft, and jolJo?eJ me; 
for "..vhqfoever jha!! fleve his life foal/life it, and 
whqflever 'loill life his lift for my fake }hall jind 
it. If they were to die in his cau[e, what pro[­
peEt could they have of gaining any thing by 
their attachment to him? 

In one of the public difcourfes of J efus, in 
which he compared himfelf to a ihepherd, h~ 
iaid, John x. 15. I lay down my life for the 
Jbeep, and. therefore does my father lo-ve me) 
bit:alife I lay do'wn my life, that 1 might ta~~ it 

• tlgam. 
On his laft journey' to Jerufalem, h~ [aid 

Mat. xvii. 22. 'fbe Jon of man flall be betra,.yed 
into the bands of men,. and they Jball Nil him., 
and the tbird day he jhalt be raiftd again,; when 
we find the difciples, to whom this language 
was addreift;d, as was natllral~ exceedillgly 
flrry. 

That Jefus went to Jerufalem at this time 
with a fixed purpo(e to -die there, is evident­
from what he faid when he was told that He­
rod [ought to kiU him~ Luke xiii. 33. I muJf 
walk to day and to morrow, and the day fol­
lowing i for it cannot be that a prophet p~rijh 

E 4 Qut 



, 

, 

•• 

, , 

, 

• 

• 

, 
. Letters to tl 

out if Jertljtzkm. As they were travelling, 
• 

Mat. xx. 17. he took tbe twelve difciples apart 
in the 'loay, and jaid unto them, Behold 'I.£'e go ttp 
to Jenifcdelll, and the fOil if man flall bc betrayed 
unto tl'e chiif' priefls, and unto the Jcribes; alItl 
they jhall condemn him to death, fl7Zdjhail ddiver 
him to the gentiles, to mock and to jc()urge him j 

tmd the third day he jhall rife again. 
vVhen Jefus was arrived at Bethany, and 

was at {upper there, he {aid, by way of apology 
for Mary who had anointed him with [orne 
valuable ointmeat, John xii. 7. Let htr ahne, 
agatiyl the day of my embalming has foe !:ept 
this. When he was difcourfing in the temple, 
a few days before his death, he [aid, alluding 
to it, v. 24. Except a grain if r..vheat fall illto 
the ground, and die, it abideth alone; but if 
it die, it bringeth forth 71ZllChfnu( . . He that 
loveth his lile foal! l~(e it, and he that hate!h hlj· 

life in tl,ts world )hal! keep it unto life eternal. 
That he not only apprehended his death at 
this time, but that he was moil: fenfibly affeCted 
with the idea of it, appears from what he 
added on this occafion; NfJ'lv is my joul troub/ed, 
Imd what )hall I Jay? Father, ]ave me from th!~" 

hour! But for this cazije came I ltntO. this hour., 
But nothing [hews the fleady purpofe of Jefus 

to give up his life in his undertaking, whatever 
it was, more dearly, than his folemn inil:itution 

• • 

of the eucharift the very night in which he 
, 

was, betrayed, expre[sly, as a memorial of his 
death, 
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death, the bread reprefenting· his boay, which 
was to be broken, and the wine his -blood • 

• 

which was to be {bed. All his difcourfes to ' 
his difciples recorded in John xiv. xv. and xvi. 
and his folemn prayer, ch. xvii: as they 

. ! 

went to the garden of Gethfemane, were eaF 
culated to comfort them with refpeCt: to his ap­
proaching death, and his temporary feparation 
from them, John xvi. i 6. A little wbile, and 
ye flall not Jee me, and again alittle wbile alzd 
ye fl:11/ Ji:e me, becaufl 1, go to the Father. 
Vl!rilj, wrily, I foy unto you, that ye )hall 
'weep mId lalllt:llt, but the world flall rejoice, 
and ye foalf be jorrorw./ztl, but your jorrow foall 
be turned into joy. Ye 7Z0'W have Jorrow; but 
I 'loill Jee .you again, and YOllr heclrt flall rdot(;e~ 
mzd your joy 110 mall taketh /j-om you. In his 
Iaft prayer, he fays, John xvii. I I. Now 
I am no more in tbe world, but thife· are ilz the 
1()orid, and I come to thee. What did he mean 
by this, but that he was g.')ing to die? In the 
garden he appears to have felt what I believe 
any man of equal feniibility, would have felt 
in the fame circumftances. But though he 
\vifhed, if it had been pollible, to have avoided 
his painful and ignominious death, and therefore 
prayed, [ayiI?g, Math. xxvi. 39. 0 my father, 
if it be pqjjible, let this cup ptifs from me; h~ 
added" nevertheleJs, not as I 'will, but as tholt wilt •. 

As Jefus kriew from the beginning the pur­
pofe of Judas, why, if he did not mean to be 

• 

appre~ 
• 

-

-
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apprehended, did he go to the place where 
he expeB:ed to meet him, and why did he not 
endeavour to make his efcape, which, when 
they who came to apprehend him (probably 
overawed by his'prefence and manner oUpeak­
ing)fell to the ground, John xviii. 6, he had, 
an opportunity of doing? '\Then he was in 
the prefence. of his jewifh judges and of Pilate, 
did he behave like a man wlio wiGled to avoid 
the fate that he could not but fee \vas impend­
ing over him? Had he recour[e to any mean 
fubmiffion, or apologies, to [we his life? Nay, 
did he not thew as great marks of prefence of 
mind, and calm intrepidity, as any man ever 
fhewed in the face of certain death? 

If all the circumfia!1ces of the apprehenfion, 
the trial, the crucifixion of Jeills, be duly at-

, 

tended to, we i11all no wher~ find an example 
of truer fortitude, accompanied with the moil: 
perfett b~ne\'o1ence, and the molt entire refig­
nation to the will of God; efpccially if we 
confider his extreme fenfibility, difcovered in 
his agony in the garden. To die with a fpirit 

• 

of revenge, and to bear torture with rage 
againfi: a man's enemies, is a common and low 
attainment, compared to dying with that fpirit 
of perfeCt meeknefs and forgivenefs which was 
difcovered by Jefus, when he prayed for his 
executioners. This argues a mind of a fuperior 
and extraordinary caft. 

Mr. 

, 
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Mr. Paine, not confidering that the great 
nre of the death of Chrift was to prepare the 
way for the mofi: fatist'1ttory evidence of the 
rcfurreaion, fays, p. 52. "The chriftian 
" mythologifrs tell us that Chrifl: died for the 
" fins of the world, and that he came on pur­
" pore to die. \Vould it not then have been the 
" i~llne if he had died of the fever, or final! 
" pox, of old age, or of any thing elfe?" But 
it is obvious to obferve, that had Chrift died 
of any diieafe, and of cOlirfe in pri·vate, among 
his friends, it would always have been faid by un.:. 
believers, that he never had been actually dead; 
whereas this could not be f.lid of a man, who , 

was condemned to death by his enemies, and 
publicly crucified. 

l'vlr. Paine's account of the re[urreB:ion of 
]e[us, !hews that he was but little acquainted 
with the circumfiances of that part of the hif­
tory. "A fin all numb~r of perfons," he fays, 
p. 2 I, ". not more than eight or nine, are 
" intl"oduced as proxies for the whole world, 
" to fay they tHv it; and all the reft of the 
" ""arId are called upon to believe it. But 
" it appears that Thomas did not believe the 
" refurrection; and, as they fay, would not be­
" lieve without having ocular and manual 
" demonfrration h~mfelf, fo neither will 17 
"and the reafon is equally as good for 
" me~ and for every other perron, as for Tho-

" mas • 
• 
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"mas. It is in vain to attempt to palliate 
" or difguife this matter. The fiory, fo far 
" as relates to the fupernatural parts, has 
" every mark of fraud and impofitionftamped 
" upon the face of it. Who are the authors 
" of it, it is as impoffible for- us to know, 
(( as it is for us to be afiured that the books 

-

" in which the account is related, were written 
-

" by the perfons whofe names they bear. 
" The beft furviving evidence we now have, 
" refpeCting this affair, is the Jews. They are 
" regularly defcended from the people, who­
" lived in the time that this refurreCtion and 
" afcenfion is faid to have happened, and they 
" fay it is not true." 

Infiead of eight or nine, the eleven apofiles, 
and feveralother perfons, faw Jefus repeatedly 
after his refurreCtion, and he met the great 
body of his difciples in Galilee by particular' 
appointment. Paul [,1YS, I Cor. xv. 6. that 
" he was feen by more than fi vehundred at 
cc once, the greater part of them being then 
" 'alive;" and it is eafy to obierve, that if the 
evidence of five hundred perfons, none of 
whom had any interefi in deceiving, or being 

. deceived, was hot deemed fufficient to eftablifh 
the truth of any faCt, which requires .nothing 
more than the evidence of the fenfes, that of 

. five thoufand, or any other number, might be 
, objected to as infufficient. And fo far is this 

" 

fiory 
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fiory from bearing any mark of fraua, or im­
polition, that I challenge Mr. Paine, or any. 
other perron, to propo[e any other circumfran­
ces that would have made it more credible 
than it now is at this difi:ance of time. This -
I think I h:lVe fufficiently {hewn in my Difcourfi 
on this fubjeCt, though I do not expect that 
Mr. Paine will think it worth his while to look 
• • mto it. 

• 

If by the Je'ws who fay that the frory of the 

• 

refurrecrion is ?lOt true, Mr. Paine means the 
Jews of this age, or the Jewifh Rulers, and the 
majority of the Jewiih nation, at the time, it 
is acknowledged. B,ut their unbelief is much 
more eaG1y accounted for, on the fuppofition 
of the fiory being true, than the belief of the 
many thoufands of Jews who entertained no 
doubt of it at the time, on the fuppofition of 
its not being troue. For thefe mufi have had as 
ihong:.1 prejudice againfi the belief of it as anr 
other Jews; and no prejudice of which we 

• • 

have any account in hifi:ory could be ftronger . 
than this. 

• 

Had the JewiOl nation in general,. in con-
fequence of their believing this fact, become 
chrifi:ians, Mr. Paine would' have had much 
more to object to the frory than he now has; 
as he would, no doubt, have [aid that the Jewiili 
priefts and rulers were in the fccret, and mufl: 

• 

have had it in their power to contrive and exe-
• 

• cute 
• 

• 
• • 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 
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cute the fcheme of a refurreCtion, or any thing 
elfe which they had thought proper for their 
purpofe ~ that there does not appear to have 
been any motive for a rigorous inquiry into the 
truth at the time, and that it is too late now. 

Mr. Paine may require the £1me evidence 
for the refurrection of Jefus that Thomas 
did, and he may require the fame evi­

, dence of any other flet, and believe nothing 
but what he himfelf fees. But it h'ltisfies me, 
that pei-fons as incredulous as Thomas evident-

• 
ly was, and as much fo as Mr. Paine himfelf 
{;ouldhave been, perions as capable of judg­
ing in the cafe, and as much difpo[ed rigoroufly 
to exa~ine into the truth, were convinced 
of it. The evidence that fcltisfied fueh perfons 
as thefe, and a fufficiFnt number of them, 

• 

. would, no doubt, have fatisfied me, if I had 
been in their place. I t is not expected that 
faCts in the chrifiian hillary, or thofe in any 
other hifiory, will be believed by the violently 

. prejudiced. It is enough that they gain the 
atrent of perfons of competent judgment and 
candour, and whofe minds are in a proper 

. ftate to be impreifed by reafonable evidence. 

, -• 

I am, &c . 

• 

LE T-
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LET TER . IV. 

, 

Of the proper Origin of the &!Je1n,e of ChrijH­
anity, ami Antiqut'ty q/ the Books if the Ne'l.t'­
Tejlament. 

-

DEAR SIR, 

lVlR. PAINE's account of the origin of-what 
he calls chrifiianity, is the mofi curious ro­
mance I have ever met with. He does not 
deal in dates, any more than in quotations, 
writing wholly from his memory, and as he 
acknowledges, without having even a.Bible at 
hand. But he {hould have told us aDout what 

• 

time he [uppo[ed the chrifiian fyfiem, which 
gives him fo much offence, was formed. He 

owns it is unjufHy afcribed to Chrifl: himfelf • 
• 

We may, therefore, fuppofe that the rera to 
• 

which he refers it, was either the time when 
the books of the New Tefiament were written, 
or when they were collected and arranged as 
they now are. But as they were collected and 
kept togeth~r, almofl: as [oon as they were writ­
ten, . thore two dates cannot be far difiant from 
one another j and indeed, he himfe1f makes. no • 

• 
• 

great difiinClion between them j but having n6 

knowledge of hifi:ory, he refeI:s the writing of . 
thefe .books to a: period even fome centll~ies later 

than 

I, 
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than the true one, as acknowledged by all other 
enemies of chrifiianity. . 

" The writings afcribed to the men called 
" Apofiles, he fays, p. 73, are chiefly con­
" troverflal, and the gIoominefs of the fubject 
" they dwell upon, that of a man dying in 
" agony on the crofs, is better fuited to the 
" gloomy fenfes of a monk in a cell, by whom 
(( it is n9t impoffible they were written, 
" than to any man breathing the open air of 

I . " " t le creatlOn. 
Now it is 'well known that nothing of the 

[yfiem of monkery exiil:ed, or was thought of, 
• 

in the time of the apofiles; and the great maxims 
of their writings condemn every thing that 
leads to it. Let Mr. Paine point out any paf­
[age in the New Teftament that, in the moil: 
difiant manner, intimates that God is ple:1[ed 
bv the mortifications and torments that men 

J 

inflict on themfclves, or that it is their duty, or 
at all acceptable to God, that they fhould 
f11Ut themfelves up from the world, and de­
cline the active duties of life. On the con­
trary, if he will condefcend to look in.to his 
Bible once more lbut from the contempt with 
which he. fpeaks of it" it is not prohable he 
ever will, or that he could read it without 

• 

prejudice if he did) he will find that the 
great duties which he himfelf would: fay 
are moil: incumbent upon men a$ members of 

, ~ck~, 
, 

1 
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fociety, are thofe which are chiefly intfred 
upon there, and that nothing is more ftrongly 
inculcated in the. fcriptures, than that men 
are to {hew their love to God. their common 

• 

parent, by kind offices to his child~·en, and 
their brethren. / 

l\Jr. Paine is of opinion, p, 58. " that the paf­
e( tlges in the New Teftament on which the 
" whole theory or doctrine of what is called the 
" redemption is built, have been maml£1..Ctured 
., and fabricated, on purpofe to bring forward. 
" the .iecondary and pecuniary redemptions of 
" the church of Rome. Why," fays he, " are 
;, we to give this church credit,when the 

• 

" tdls llS that thofe books are genuine in every 
" part, any more than we give her credit 
" for any thing elfe {he ha& told us, or for 
" the miracles {he fays {he has performed? 
" That fhe CQuld fabricate wTitings is certain, , 
" becau[e the could write, and the compofi-
" tiOll of the writing in queftion is of thr.t 
" kind, that any body might do it; and that 
H the did fabricate them is not more illconfifr~ 

" ent with' probability than that lhe fhould 
" tell llS, as (he has done, that the eQuIp, and 
" did, work miracles." . 

• 

Here Mr. Paille is guilty of the grolfefr a,na. 
chroniill1, fince it is well known, that the 

, 

, 

.' 

, 

i~·item of pecuniary 1'cdi!mption.r, was not efta- ' 
bliilied till many c~nturies after the writing.of 

~ tl1e 
, 



", 

, 

, 

, 

66 Letters tfJ thi! 
, , 

the books of the New Tefiament, which it, 
is evident, contain nothing that could lead to 
it. To fay that the church could, or that it 
\vas willing to invent books, with any par­
ticular view, is nothing to the purpofe, when 
all hii1ary tbews, that the books actually ex­
ifred long before the church had any fueh 
views. Bdides, if fome perfons were interefied 
in forging books, were not others as much 
interdh:d in detecting the forgery? Or will 
Mr. Paine fay, that the apofiles, and other 
primitive chrifiians, had I any advantage in 
point of literature, or fl.1perior underfiand­
lng, which could enable them to impofe upon 
the whole world, and [0 much to their in­
jury, as 1v1r. Paine pretends? This church 
muO: have been a moil: extraordinary perfo­
nage, to have done all that Mr. Paine afcribes 
to her. She muft have been a very great knave, 
and the world a very great fool. But all knave. 
ry has not been confined to churchmen, nor 
all folly to the reft of the world. Hiftory 
{hews that both thCfe articles have been pretty 
equally divided between them both. 
, vVriting, as Mr. Paine evidently does, with­
out the leafi knowledge of the fcriptures, or 
indeed of. hiftory, his work may make an im~ 
premon on thofe who are as ignorant as him~ 
ielf. But \vhat fcholar will not fmile at his ac~ 
cou~t of the influence which he aiferts the pro· 

, , i grefs 
I 
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Q"re[s of chril1:ianity had on tbe progrefs of k120W-
b , . 

ledge. :, However unwilling," he fays, p. 96, 
" the partizans of the chriftian fyfrem may be 
" to believe, or acknowledge it, it is neverthe­
" lefs true, that the age of ignorance COffi- . 

" menced with the chrifiian fyfiem. There 
" was more knowl~dge in the world before that 
" period, than for many centuries afterwards. 
" Had the progreffion of knowledge," p. 98, 
" gone on proportionably with the frock that 
" before exified, that chafm," (meaning what 
are generally called the dark ages) "would 

• 

" have been filled up with charaCters rifing 
" fuperior in knowledge to each other ; and 
" thofe ancients, we now [0 much ·admire, 
" would have appeared refpectably in the 
" back ground of the fcene. But the chrif­
" tian fy1l:em laid all wa1l:e." 

He farther fays, p. 92, "The [ett~rs up 
" and the advocates of the chri!1:ian fyfiem of 
" faith could not but forefee, that the conti~ 

• 

"nually progrefJi'fe knowledge that man 
" would gain by the aid of fcie~ce. of the 

•• • 

" power and wifdom of God ·manifefted in 
• • 

" the ftructure of the univerfe, and in all the . , 
.' . .. 

"works of the crea.tion, would militate 
• 

• • 

" againfr ~nd call into quefiion, the truth of - . . .. 
" their fyftem of faith; and therefore, it be-
" came neceffary to their purpofe to' cut leai'n­
" ing down to a fize lefs dangero:us to· their 

• • 

F 2 " projeCt; 
- - • I 

, 

• 

• 
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" projecl:; and this they efFeCl:ed by refiriCl:ing 
H the idea of learning to the i}:udy of dead 
It languages." . 

In all this Mr. Paine mufi have written from 
documents exifiing in his own brain only, the 

• 

real fiate of things is fo much the reverfe ef , . 

what he defcribes. No real progrefs had, in 
faCt, been made. in any thing that Mr. Paine· 
himfe1f "vould call z1diti/cienct!, for {everal cen­
turies before the chrifiian <Era. The only pur­
fnits to which men of leifure and letters devoted -
themfelves, related to the arts of fpeaking and 
writing. In the knowledge of moral duties it 
i~ certain, that no real progrefs was made; nor 
do I think that Mr. Paine will fay that in 
all this period any confiderable improvement 
was made in the lcience of government; and 

. . 

for about three centuries after the chrifiian rera 
• • 

every thing of this kind went on jufl: as it had 
done before, without any obilruCtion, but with­
out any real progrefs. How then doesit appear 

• • 

that in this refpett, " the chriftian fyftem laid 
" all waite ?" . 

• 

Chriilianity was promulgated in a fiate of 
• • 

the world; the moil enlightened, the Ploi1: fa-I· 
·vourable to the progrefs of knowledge, and con-

'. fequently the moil: unfavourable to any fche1,l1e 
, of i:npofture, . of any from the beginning of the 

\vorld to that time. All the civilized part of 
• 

the world was then at peace, and the ruling 
nation had been for [omctime enamoured with 

• • 

. f~ch 
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fuch fcience as then prevailed. Chriftianity, 
though at firft embraced chiefly by the un­
learned, ioon made converts of the learned; and 
in confequence of this, the heathen writers be-
came fewer, and the chriftian writers more nu-
merous; and there was certainly no appearance 
of the learned among the chriil:ians difcourag­
ing literatur-e. This \,,'as io £'lr from being the 
cafe, that in a very !hart time the chriftians 
publiG1ed more books than the heathens had 
ever done, till at lensth we. hardly find any 
heathen writers at all, but chriftian writers 
without number. And this continued to be the 
cafe till the invalion of the Roman Empire by 
the northern barbarians; and this circumitan~e, 
not chrifiianity, was the thing that laid {dl 
·Ii.·qfle. 

As to the deep fcheme that Mr. Pain~ a'f­
cribes to the" fetters up of the chrillian £'lith," 
in confequence of the umbrage they took at the 
progrefs of knowledge, viz. their contrivi~g 

that all learning {hould' con!ifl in the ftudy of 
dead languages, I \-vill venture to fay it never ex­
iitell but in his own lingle imagination, 110 other 
writer, at leaft, having ever entertained fuch a 
notion. The apof1:les and other early chrifiians, 
whom Mr. Paine may call the fetters up of 
chriftianity, wel'e ~n generat unacquainted .wid~ 
~lny language but their own, except that fome 
of them ~nderil:ood Greek~ This, h()wever~ 

F 3 , w~~ 
• 

• 

, 

, 
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was fo much the language to which all per[ons 
who cO\lld read were moO: accufiomed, that it 
was neceifary that aU the \books of the New 
Teftament {bonld be in that language; and in 
all the eafiern parts of the world, nL)thing was 
written in any other language by chrifiians or 
heathens. . 

A t Rome, and in the wefiern parts of the 
empire, the chriftians as well as the heathens 
wrote only in Latin, and few of them appear 
to have known any thing of Greek. There 
were then no dead languages to il:udy, except 
Hebrew, with which, only a few o( the more 
learned Chriftians· wefe acquainted. But thofe 
who were, and thofe who in any other refpect 
diftingui(hed .themfelves by their application to 
literature, as Origen, Jerom, Pamphilus of 
C<Efarea, and Eufebills, were held in the higheft 
efl:eem on that account. How then did chrif­
tianity lay all things wafte ? 

. On the irruption of the northern barbarians, 
(which is well known to have been the com· 
mencement of that age of darknefs which Mr. 
Paine afcribes to chrifiianity) all the books, 
and the literatu·re which then exified . were pre­
fCf\'ed not by the heathens, .but by chrifl:ians ; 
and had Mr. Paine bec;:n living at that tii1H~, 

he mull have looked for every thing of this 
kind in cathedral churches, but more efpecially 
in monafieries, where it was the Occup:1tion of" 

many 
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• 

many of the' fraternity to tranfcribe ancient 
books; and without this it is probable we 
{bould not now have had any of the writings 
of thofe ancients, of whom our author (without 
knowing perhaps io much of them as he does 

• 

of the fcriptures) fpeaks with fo much refpeCt. 
"What was done for the remains of Roman 
literature by the chriftian monks in the weft, 
was done for the Greek literature by thofe in 
the eaft . 

In thole times, .and at the revival of letters, 
al1 books being in Greek or Latin, the know­
ledge of thofe languages became abfolutely ne­
cefl"'ary, and without any concurrence of th~ 
priefis, and, much lefs of the fetters up of the 
ch"riftian faith, who had all been dead many 

• 
centuries, it was the only four.ce of knowledge, 
and almoft the whole of literat).\re was, in their 
circumaances, reduced to the fiudy of them. 
Such is the deep Jcbeme laid by the [etters up 
of chrifiianity, ;to confine all learning to the 
fiudy of langugges. How a plain tale" as 
Shakefpeare fays, will fometimes put a m~Ul 
down? ..... ' 

• 

Mr. Paine's account of the compiling of th~ 
cal1O~ of the New Teftament, is fufficiently of 

• 

a piece with his account of the origin of chrif. 
tianity. " How much," he fays, p. 35, " or 
" what parts of the hooks now called the New 
H Teftament were written by the perfons 

_ F 4 - " whofe 
, 
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" whofe names they bear, is' what we know 
H nothing of; neither are we certain in what 
"language they were originally written." 
Now there is •. I may venture to 1:'1v, a hun-

• 

dred times the evidence of the books of the 
New Tefiart1cnt having ,been written by the 
perfons whofe names they bear, than there is 
of Virgil or Ovid having been the authors of 
the poems afcribed to them, or Julius Crerar 
of his Commentaries; and there never was the , 

leafl: dqubt as to the language in which any of 
the bpoks of the N!,':w Tdlament was ~vritten) 
except with refpeC}: to the gofpd of Matthew1 

which rome tlid was written in Greek and 
others in Hebrew, anp· Whi,ch was probably 
written in both. , 

In proportion :].s ~ny fubjett: i~ more intere£t, 
ing, the more pains men will rp.turJl~y tak~ , 
to afcertain the truth; and the Chriflians who 

• 

made fo much ure of the books of the New . , '. . . -
Tefiament, apd whq valued them fo highly I 
were from tre beg~nning exceedingly careful 
in diningui{h~ng thofG rpat were g~nuine from 

'thofe that were {purious. Eufebius divide;; 
thole that w~re npt fpurious into two claifes, 
thofe that were lluiverfally rej:eive4~ and thofy 
of dqubtflll authprity; and the ~ormer contains 
aU the 4iftorical bpoks pr thore which record 
.£lcts; ~l1d likewife the epimes which bear the 

• 

, piJ,me of Pant Indeeq, as tpefe ep~fl:1~s were 
\ m~ly 
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, . 

roomy written to whole churches, it was abfo,. 
lutdy ip1pofEble that an impofi,tion with refpect 
to them iliould not have been deteCted. 

, ' -
Th~ only books of the genllinenefs of which 

, 

~he chrifi:ians in the early ages had any doubt 
tlre vct"y few, and thofe of the Ie aft c0l1fequence. 
There never was any mOTe doubt of the epimes 
of Paul being really written by him (though 
Mr. Paine? with.out giving any reafon for it~ 
fuppofes p. 56, that eycq. thefe may be fpurious) 
than that the epimes of Cicero were written by 

. that Roman orat9f.. T,qe internal evidence i~ 
. , 

alfo as fir~ng in the one ~ate as in the other~ 

Let any perron r~ad Mrr Paley's .. H~rce Pail­

Hna:, and be of a piffer~nt opipiqIl if 4e can r 

I will add, that for thefe epiftles (to fay nothing 
pf the oth~r books of th~ N ew Te4ilI~ept) to 
be written fo early, and to be rec~iv~~ a~ they 
were, and the fa¢1:s referred to ill them pot ~Q 
be trqe, is abfolqte:!y impofiible, if 11lHnan na­
tUfe was the fame thing then that it is now. 

Mr. Paine' farther fays, p. '33, "When the 
~, chrifiian mythologifis ei1:abliihed their fyf-

• 

"tem, they collec'ted all the writings they 
" could find, and managed them as they pleafed., 

, 

" It is a matter altogether of uncertainty to us, 
" whether [uc~ of the writings as now appear 
~, under the name of the Old or the New Tef-. .. , . . 

" tament, are in the f;:nn.e fiate in whiGl1 thofe' 
~' colleCtors f.'ly they founq t~e~, o~ 'whether 

" they 

, 

• 
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<, they added, altered, abridged, or dreffed them 
~'up. Be this as it may, they decided by vote, 

-

" which of the books out of the collection they 
" made {bould be the word of God, and which 
u' {bould not. They rejected feveral, they voted 
" others to be doubtful, [nch as the books 
" called the Apocrypha, and thofe beaks ,vhich 
(t had a majority of votes were voted to be the 
" word of God. The book of Luke was car­
" ried by a majority -of one only. Had they 
" voted otherwife, all the people fince, calling 
" themfelves chrifiians, had believed otherwife. 
" For the belief of the on'c comes £i'om the vote 

-

H of the other. Who the people were that (lid 
fC all this we know nothing of, they call~d 

" themfelves by the general name of the church, , 
H and this is all we know of the matter:'" 

This may be all that Mr. Paine knows of the 
matter. But any perfon who will take the 
trouble may eafily know a great deal more, and 
that the faCt was the reverfe of what Mr. Paine 
defcribes. The greater part of the books of the 
New Teframent (and I have no occafiol1 to 
look any farther) were unquefiionably written, 
while -the faCts recorded, or alluded to in them, 

, 

were recent, and they were received with full 
credit by thofe who were deeply interefied in 
their contents ... They were written not in con­
cert, Qr at one. time, but [eparate1y, and by 
difI"erent per[ons, as particular occafions called 
. . . for 
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for them. Having relat~on to the fame great 
[ubjecr, they were, as might naturally be ex­
peCted, colletted and kept together, as the Jews 
did the different books of their fcriptures. But 

all per[ons ufing their beil: j 9dgment and op-' 
portunities, fame colletted more, and others 
fewer oJ th.em. 

In this il:ate things continued near four hun­
dred 'years; when as thefe books, written by 
apoiHes'or apoftolical men, were appealed to in 
the decifion of controverfies, it was thought 
proper to have a fiandard colletlion; and the 
bifbops met in council at Laodicea, Anno Do­
milli, 373, did this as well as they could, but 
by no means to the f.1tisfatlion of all. For, with 
refpeCt to fame of the books, there are different 
opinions even to this day. \Vhat bqoks fbould 
be taken' into this colleCtion, and be deemed 
cllllonical, was of c<;mrfe dedded by vote; but 
if, as Mr. Paine fays, thofe- bifhops had ma­
naged the bufinefs as they pleqfed, and not to 
the fltisfaCl:ion of the chrifiiall world in general; 
(then, and from the beginning, divided into 
many parties, [orne of whom were Cure to ob­
jetl: to what had been done by others) their 

, 

decifion would have fignifi.ed very little. \ 
As to the gofpel of Luke being carried by 

a majority of one only, it is a legend, if not of 
Mr. Paine's own invention, of no better au­
thority whatever. For my own part, -I muil: 

• fay, 

, 

• 

1 
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fay, that I never heard of it before; and on the 
fame authority, I doubt not, he might have 

. added, if he had fo pleafed, that the gofpe! of 
Matthew was carried by two votes, that of 
Mark, by three, apd that of John, by four. 

, 

The gofpel of Luke, and the A[I$ qf thc apojllcs 
written alfo by him, are unqueftionably among 
~he oldeft bopks of the New Teftament. They 
were evjdently written before the deftruCtion 
of Jerufakm, and their authenticity was never 
called in queftion by any perf on, Chrifi:ian, ]e\v, 
or Heathen; fo that it never was in the power 
of ~ny council, by any voting, to fhake their 
~ftabli!1)ed creqit. H~ might juil as well £'ly 
that it is in the power of any affembly of li­
terati to vote Rapin's bijlory qf England, or 

-
Ramjai s of the Allleric(lll 'Re.voirltiCll, to pe au ... 
then tic, or not, . . 

Mr. Paine fays the chriftian mythologifts etta­
blifhed their fyftem at the time that the canon 
of the books of the New Tefbment was form-. . ' ,.-

ed, though this was near the clofe of th~ fourth 
century, lopg after the Romitn Empire became 
chriftian. Will Mr. Paine fay, that there was 
no chrifiianity in the world before that time? 
Others will fay that its beft days were then' 
over, and that a corrupted kind of chriilianity 
had then begun to take its place. And it was 

. not till long after that tjme, that, from cau[es 
eafi!y traced, it came to be that fyfiem of 

priefl:-



Philqfophical Un~eliever. 77 
• 

priefl:craft and opprefiion, which Mr.' P,aine [0 

ignorantly confounds with chrifrianitr ,~t~eJf • 

• 

I'am, &c. ' 

.. ..-:.--.--*--_._-, -.. - : 

• 
• 

• 

LETTER Y . 
• 

0/ },lr. Paine's Ideas ot the Doctrines 
o 

and 
o 

Principles of Chrijlia71ity. , 

• 

DEAR SIR, 
, 

, . 
YOU have .feen, and I dare fay have been 

furprized at the ignorance of Mr. Paine, on the 
Cubjecr of revelation in general, alld of the evi-: 
dt'llce, as well as of theJpirz~. of chrifiianity, in 
particular. But his ignorance, real or afi'e8:ed, 
(for I oWn, I fufpea the latter) of the do8ftizes 
and prillcipl~s of it, is not lefs. He loads the 
fyfl:em with all the ab[urdities, which he might 
cafily have known, have long been difcarded by 
intelligent chrifiians. But [uch a view of its 
doCtrines as he has given heft anfwered his pur-. 

, 

pore, which was to difcredit l'cvehtion, by , 
• • 

• 
turnmg 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



, 

, 
, 

. Letters to a 
. " 

turning'it into ridicule. Indeed, the greatefi 
part of his book confifts of little elfe than this 
kind of ,fcurrility, of which I fuall only give 
the following fpecimen. . 

" Putting afide," he fays, p. 89, "the out­
" rage offered to the, moral juftice of God, by 
" fuppofing him to make the innocent fuffer 
" for the guilty, and alfo the loofe morality, and 
" low contrivance of fupP?fing him to 'change 
" himfelf into the {hape of a man, in order to 
H make an excufe to himfdf for not executing 
" his fuppofed fentence upon Adam; it is cer­
" tain, that what is called the chriftian fyftem 
" of £lith, including in it the whimfical account 

. "of the creation, the :firange :fiory of Eve, 
" the fnake and the apple, the amphibious 
" idea of a man God, the corporeal idea of 
" the death of a God, the mythological idea 
" of a fanlily of Gods, and the chriftian fyr­
" tern of arithmetic, that three are one and 
" one three, are all irreconciieable, not only to 
" the divine gift of rear on God has given to 
(c •. man, but to the knowledge that man g;1ins 
(( of the power alld wifdom of God by the aid 
H . of the fciences, and by itudying the itr.uCtme 
" of the univerfe that God has made." 
, As· Mr. Paine is far from being deficient in 

, 

- underfianding, he might, with a little pains, 
,have fatisfied himfelf, that the' doCtrines of 

• , 

. atOl1e-

• 

- , 

, 
• 
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atonement, incarnation and thetrinity*, to which 
he here alludes, have no more foundation in 

, 

the fcriptures, than the doctrines, of tranfub-
il:antiation or tranfmigratiol1. He might have 

\ 

added all the peculiar doB:rines of the church 
of Rome, and the difcordant doCtrines of aU 
other churches nominally chriftian. 

Mr. Paine, either from art, or for want 
of better information, uniformly takes it for 
granted, that every thing which 'has been afcl'ib­
ed to revelation, even by the moft. abfurd of 
the Catholics, really belongs to it; and it is­
fometimes amufing to follow him, in his obfer:.. 
vations on fubjeCts, concerning which he is 
wholly ignorant. On that of nI.yJlery; as well 
as on that of lJilracles and prophecy, which I 
{hall prefently confider, he enlarges m~ch to 
his own fatisfatlion, and, as, no doubt, he 
thought, to the inftruCtion of his readers. 

"HavingJhewn," he fays, p.I29," the 
" irrecopcileable inconfiO:encies between the 
" real word of God, exifting in the univerfe', 
" and that' which is called the -word of God, 
" ihewn to us ina printed book that any 

, 

, '.!> " Chriftian mythology," he fays, p. 107, (( has five 
, , 

"deities. There is God the Father, God the Son, God 
, 

" the Holy Ghoft, the God providence, and the goddefs 

, « nature.'" On what authority Mr. Paine alferts this, is 
bell: known to himfelf. He might jufl: as well have faid, 
that chrifrians had fifty, or fisc hundred, deities. . 

" man 
, 

, 



, 

• 
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H man might make, I proceed to fpeak of 
.~ three principal means, that have been em­
" played in all,ages; and perhaps in all coun. 
"tries, to imp()[c upon mankind. Thofe 
" three means are myfieJ)', miracle and pro­
"pheey. The two firfl: are incompatible with 
" true religion, and the third ought always 
" to be fufpecred." Then, after fame juft 

, 

" but obvious remarks npon the fubject, he iays, . . -
p. 23 I, " though ev.ery created thing is in one 
~' fenfe a myfte~'Y, the word myftery cannot be, 
(( applied to moral truth, any, more than obfcurity 
(C can be applied to light. The God in whom 
" we believe is a God of moral truth, and not 

• 

" a God of myftcry or obfcurity. M yfiery is 
• 

" the antagonifioftruth, &c.' Religion, there-
" fore," p. 132, " being the belief of a God, 
cc and the practice of moral truth, cannot have 
" any connection with my fiery ." 

Mr. Paine, I [uppofe, did not know that in 
many of his obfervations on this [ubject. he 
was writing like a rational chrifiian! He had .. , 

never, I believe, heard, that Dr. Fofier, one the 
moll: intelligent and moil: zealous of chrifl:i~ms, 
and who wrote in defence of revelation, 'dif- • 

• 

tinguiilied pimfelf by faying, that where myjlery 
6egim, 1'e!t~'ioJ2 ends. . . . 

If we look into the fcriptures we il1all find 
. that the word 1I1yflery is never ured in the [el1[~ . 

. -
that Mr. Paine affixes to it, viz. 'of fomething 

, 

which 
• 

, 

, 
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which it is impoffible to underftand, or com. .. 
prehend, but only fomethipg that was unknown 
till it 'VI'as revealed, or explained. It was in: 
this fenfe that the word was ufed by all chrif .. 
tians for feveral centuries before the doCtrines 
of the trinity and tranfubftantiation were known; 
and this was alto the common ufe of the word 
in the Engliih language. Thus the myflerie.t of 
any trade did not mean any thing incomprehen ... 
fible in that trade, but -only the.flerets of it, 
which every mafier was obliged to make kRown ' 
to his apprentice. 'The great m)'.ftery that the 
apoftle Paul fpeaks of, was the preaching of 
the gofpe!' to the Gentiles, as well as to the 

, 

Jews, which, though unknown and unfufpeCted 
by the zealots among the latter, there was no 
difficulty in: underftanding. ' ' 

As to any other kind of myftery in religion, 
fuch as the doctrine of incarnation, that of the 
trinity, or tranfubftantiation, we difclaim them: 
as much a$ Mr. Paine can do. We alfo agree' 
with Mr. Paine in acknowledging that there 
are fome things which we, cannot help be1iev~ 

• ing, though we cannot comprehend them. He' 
, acknowledges the belief of a God to be in this 

(en[e myfterious or incomprehenfible. For 
certainly we can have no conception how the 
univerfe ihould require a cau[e, and yet thatthe' 
caufe of the univerfe ihould require none. But' 
We find ourfelves compelled to believe it, be-" 

, 

G caufe 
, 

, 

, 
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caufe we {bould otherwife' 'involve ourfelves in . ~ 

a; frill greater difficulty, viz. that the u'niverfe 
muft have begun to exifi: without any caute at 
all. Confequently, fomething muff have been 
uncaufed. The chriftian doCtrine of, a refur- ' , 

reCtion is not more myfterions in this fenfe than 
Mr. Paine's belief of an immaterial and immor-

• 

tal fonl, which evidently does not think with-
out the body, and the brain, and 'which it is 
therefore philo[ophicai to fuppofe incapable of 
thinking without them; and yet is taken for 
granted to continue to think when the body 
and brain are totally defiroyed. 

Mr. Paine ftrange1y enough fuppofes, that 
we are to look for the origin of, chriftianity in 
that fyftem of heathenifm, to which it is molt 
,hofEle, and which in the end, it completely 
overthrew;' ". It is not diffic!J1t," he fays, 
p. 16, " to account for the credit that was 
" given to the fiory of je[us Chl'ifi: being the 
" [on of God. He was born at a time when . . 

H the heathen mythology had frill [orne fafuion 
" and repute in the world, and that mythology 
". had prepared the people for the belief of fuch 
" a: fiory. It is curious," he £,U'ther fays, 
p. 17, "to obferve how the. theory of what 
" is 'called the chriftian church, fprung out of 
" the . tail of heathen mythology. A direB: 

. H: inco,rporation took place in the firft infiance, 
". by .i,rtaking the reputed founder to be ce-

• " leftially 
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"lefiially begotten. The trinity of gods 
" that then foHowed, was no other than a re­
" duction of the former plurality, which was 
" about twenty or thirty thoufand. TOhe fiatue 

• 

H of Mary fucceeded the ftatue of Diana of 
"Ephefus. The deification of h~roes changed 
"into the- canonization of faints. The 
"mythologifrs had gods for every thingf 

" the chrifl:ian mythologifl:s had faints for 
" every thing. The church beqme as crouded 
" with the one, as the pantheon haa been 
" with the other, and Rome was the place 
" of both. The chriftian theory is little e1fe 
" than the idolatry of the ancient mytholo­
"gifts accommodated to the purpofes of 
" power and revenue, and it yet remains to 
" rea[on and philofophy to aboliih the am .. 
" phibious fraud." . 

In all this, Mr. Paine, for want of better -
information, or affecting to want it, has moil: 
evidently confounded; as indeed he does per­
petually, the corruptions of chrifHanity, and 
even thofe of a very late date, with chrifti ... 
anity itfelf. The former, it is acknowledged, 
arofe from the principles of the heathen philo­
fophy, and the heathen religion, as myfelf and 
many others have clearly proved. Mr: Paine 
lhould have {hewn, that thefe doctritH:s of the 
incarnation, @f a trinity of gods,( and a multi- . 
plicity -of objects of worihip, were authori(ed 

G 2 . bv 

, , 

• 

, 

• 

, 
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by the ~criptnres; becaufc otherwife it makes 
nothing for his argument. But it was more con­
venient for his purpo[e not to make this ob. 
vious difiinCtion. He muO: have known that 

. c· 
· 

t~ere are many chrifiians, who believe nothing 
more of the things that he here objeCts to. 
than hin1fCH: • 

Mr. Paine is perpetually introducing the 
Moiaic account of the creation, as a nece11ary 
part, nay the very foundation of' the fyfiem of 
revelation, and yet he himfe1f fays, p. 37, 
" that i\'1o[t:s does not take it on himfelf, by in­
H traducing it with the formality that he ufes 
" on other occafions, {uch as that of flying, 
;, :the Loyd fpake ullto Mqfes, jaillg." After 
giving an account of ~he ancient mytholo­
gifis, 'and the war of the giantsagainfi: Jupiter, 
• 

he fays, p~ 24 .. " The'chrifiian mythologifi:s 
C( ten tha~ their [atan made war againfi· the 
« Almighty, . who defeated him> and con­
H fined him afterwards, not under a mountain. 
~, but in a pit. It is here ea[y to fee that the 
" fidl hble fuggel1ed the idea of the fecond. 
• 

H Fpr'the fable of Jupiter and the giants was 
" to~d many hi,mcircd years befor~ that of 
H fatan. Thus far the ancient and the chrii: 

• 

" tian myth61ogiil:s differ very little from each 
• 

"other. But the. latter have contrived to 
• • 

• , carry the matter much farther. they have 
" contrived to conne(t the fabulous part of 

• 

H the 
, 
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" the fiory of J eflls Chrifi with the fable ori­
H ginating from Mount iEtna, and in order 
" to make all the parts of the fiory t'ie toge­
" ther, they have taken to their aid the tradi­
:, tion of the Jews. For the chriil:ian mytl:oa ' 

, 

" logy is made up partly £i'oni the anCient 
" mythology, and partly from the Jewilh ira-
" dition." " 

. ., . 
From what we have already feen of Mr. Paine, 

• 

\ve have no rea[on to expeCl from him muchac-
curacy' with refpeCt to hiftory and' chrOliology. 
If he fuppofes, as he ,evidently does, that the 
fable of fatan ,vas fubfequerit' to that of' 1 U..: 

• • • .• , I 

piter arid the giants, and borrowed froin it, 
he ought' to produce his authorities for' fo novel 
an opinion. For I believe it' is' univerIaIly 
allowed' that the books afcribe-d' to Mores are 

. . \, . 

at leaf!;' a thoilfari~ years older t~~ri any ~tliers 
that are extant. But' tne, h.iil:ory of {atan" tho~gh 
found at full length in Mi1ton~ 'w~eie-M'r~ Paille 
probably learned'if, is not found· iii the ~rit~ 
i~gs o~ Mofes~ who does,riot fo ,riiu~h- as, men,.. 
60n' fatan" or' the -devil, in an'y part' of h,~s 
"iritihgs. Both, the' idea aIld' terms' were pro­
bably irifroduced from the o'riental philo­
fophy; ih which there was a' phncipk qf, evil 
oppof'ed' to a principle of good: But' by-Satan or 
the devil, it is' moil: probable that'the facred 
Writers meant' oiily an' allegorical, riot' a' real 
perfori~ Our Saviour calIs' luCIa's a 'de'1tJ:Y, 

G 3 and 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 



• 

86 Letters to a • 

and Peter Satan, becaufe their thoughts were 
• • 

improper, ariGng from fomething that was evil, 
or amifs, V;'ithin them. 

"The moft extraordinary," Mr. Paine 
fays, p. 142, " of all the things called miracles, 
" related in the New Teftament, is that of 
" the devil flying away with Jefus Chriil, and 
" carrying him to the top of a high mountain, 
" and· to the top of the higheft pinnacle of 
~, the temple/' But the probability is, either 
that all this fcenery was a vifion, or a figura­
tive account of what paifed in the mind· of 
J efus; reprefenting all the trials to which he 
would be expofed in the courfe of his public 
lTIinifiry, trials arifing from ambitiQus or in· 
tereiled views. 

• 

Thr;: fiory pf the miraculous conception of 
. Jefus CO].llq not efcape a perfon, whofe objeCl:it 

was to turn chrifiiaf).ity into ridicule. So much 
does Mr. Paine confider this miracle as effen-

• •• 

tial to t~e chriftian fc.hem~, that he fays, p. 19, 
. " the account given of his, refurreCtion and 

• 

~, afcenfion was the neceifary Gounter-part 
H to the fiory of his birth." Now Mr. Paine 

• 

·might have known, that tqere have been in all 
~ges, chrifHans, who never profeifed to believe. 
the miraculous. conception. The Jewi{h chrif ... 
tians in general, who may be prefumed to be 
the b~fi judges in the cafe, never received .it. 
Their Oofpel, which was that pf Matthew, had 

.' '. not 
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hot the two firft chapters; and though there 
is not the ['1I11e external evidence of the fpurl-

• 

ou[ne[sof the two Erft chapters of the Gof-
pel of Luke, there is great internal evidence 
of it, and fome -of an external nature, as may . 
be feen in my H!Jlory qf early Opzlzions concern-

. -
ing ]ejru Chrijl. However the truth of chrifii-
anity does not reft upon any miracles per .. 
formed in fecret, {uch as that of the miracu-

• 

lous ·conception, or the temptation. of- Jefus, 
if the literal account of .it be true, but upon 
faCts of the moil: public nature, which were 
open to' the examination of great numbers of 

•• 

perfons, {uch as his' miracles wrought· in the 
face of the ';vhole country, in the prefence of 
his enemies, his death, and his refurreCtion. 
If thefe faCts. were true, there can be no doubt 
of the divine origiB of chrif1:i~nity,whatever 
we may think of particular Circumftances 
relating to it. .. . 

The moft extraordinary ac~ount of the' na .. 
ture· and tendency ·of chrifiianity, that I be­
lieve was ever given by any man, and the far .. 

• 

theft from every appearance of truth is; Mr. 
/ 

Paine's reprefenting it as nearly allied to athe- . 
~'JiI1. "As to the ch'rifiian fyftem of faith,"" 
he fays, p. 74, " it a'ppean: to me a's a [pecies 

• 

"of athei[m~a fort of religious denial of 
"God. It profdres to believe in a man' rather 
" than a God; It is a compound made chiefly 

. " G 4 " up 

• 
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" up of manifru, with but little dei(m; and is 
" as near to atheifm as t\.vilight is to darknefs. 
'-, It introduces between man and his maker 
H an opaque body, which it calls a redeemer, 
fl' as the moon introduces her opaque felf 
" between the earth and the fun; and it pro­
" duces by this means a religious, or· an irre-

• 

" ligious eclipfe of light. It has put the 
" whole orb of, reafon into !hade. The effea: • • 

" or this obfcurity has been that of turning 
" every thing, up.fid.e down, and reprefentjng 
" it in the reverfe, and among the revolutions 
" it has thus magically introduced, it has mad6 
" a revolutio.n in theology." 

This· is fuch random wild affertion as ·re-'. . 
• 

q~ires. no par,ticular refutation. With mudi 
. mo.re rea,fQn did Mr. Paine: aifert,. that: chriftu. 

" . 

a!lity is neady allied, to pag;;tnifin; for~ what 
he . conceives chriftianity fo. be,. abounds: with 

• 

objects of woriliip, fuperior and inferior, juft 
a.~, the Pagan religion did. In ,imitation of Mr. 
Paine, I lhall not ~ttc:mp.t to r~afon; on this 
{~bjea:. Let any man, read the· New Tefta ... 
IJilent, and fay wheth(:!r Jefus. and: the apoftles 
were atheift,s, or whether they tau.ghtwhat had 
any tendency to make them fo.. It·looks as if 
Mr. Baine was pre-determined to. load chrifti; 
anity with every term of reproach that Qccurred 
·to han, however inconfiftent: with one ano­
ther. ' To complete the. inconfiftencyp this 

fame 

• 
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[arne chriffianity, which is fo nearly allied both 
to -atheifm and polytheifm, haa, according' to 
Mr. Paine, in my laft quotation from him, :i 

little of deym in it. 
I am, &c. , 

, 

, ---' -~)---

LET T E RVI. 
• 

, 
, 

:DEAR SIR, , , 
, .. , 

'M'R. PAINE's' account of prophecy, intended 
to, tum. the fubjeCl: into ridicule, is, I 'believe,' 
quite ,peculiar to himfelf, and by no means 
cor.refponds to what may be collected concern­
ing it in the fcriptures. " . 

" AILthe parts of the Bible;" be fays, p. 48; 
, 

, " generaUy known by the name of' the pro-
ce phets, are the works of the ]ewillq:>bets:, and 

," itinerant preachers, who'mixed poetry, anec­
" dotes and devotion together. The word," 
he fays, po 44. " was-. originally a- term of 
" foience, promifcuoufiy applied' to poetry and 
" to' mufic, and· n'Or reftri6ted to any fubjeCl: 
" upon,which poetry,and mufic might be ex­
(C \ ercifed. Deborah and Barak are called 
" prophets;, not becaufe they pred~aed any 
u thing, but becaufe they compofed the poem 

" or 

• 

, 

, 

, 
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-
~, or fong, that. bears their name in celebra:" 
" tion .oran aCt already done .. David is ranked 
" among .the. prophets, for he was a mufi­
C( cian, :u;d was alfo reputed to be, though 
"perhaps very erroneouOy, the author of 
'" the Pfalms. But Abraham, Ifaac, and 
" Jacob, are not called prophets. It does not 
" appear, from any account . we have, that 
" they could -either fing; play mufic, O[ make 
u poetry. Vye are told' of the greater and 
H Idler prophets. They might as well tell us 
c< of the greater andlefier .God, for there can~ 
H not be degrees' in . prophecying, confifiently 
" with its modern [en[e. But there ar'e degrees 
~' in poetry, and therefore the phtafe. is re­
" concileahle to the cafe, when we underfiand 
c, by it the greater and leffer poets. P' 

It is truly 'curious to.obferve, how completely 
Mr. Paine fuppofes he. had obviated every 
thing that' can be advanced by the friends of 
revelation on the fubjeCtof prophecy, by his 

• 

new definition of the term. "It is altoge-
" ther unneceffary," he fays,· p. 45, " after 
4' this, to offer any obfervations upon what 
"thofe men ililed prophets . have written~ 
H The axe goes at'once to the [oat, by ibew-

, 

" ing that the original meaning of the word 
" has been mifiaken, and confequently, all 
" the inferences that .have been drawn from 
" thofe books, the devotional refpeCl: that has 

"- been .. 

• 
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" been paid to them, and the laboured corn­
" mentaries that have been written upon them, 
" under that miftaken meaning, -are not worth 
" difputing about." . 

No doubt, the prophets generally delivered 
themfelves in elevated language, fuch as is 
faid to conftitute poetry; but if Mr. Paine had 
not forgotten the contents of his Bible, he 
would have recollected, that the Jewiih pro­
phets, in the plaineft of all language, predicted 
many important .future events, fo as to be 
entitled to the name of prophets in the ftrictefr, 
and what he calls the modern [enfe of the 

• • 

word~ Thefe prediCtions he ought to compare 
• 

with the events prediCted. It is not his arbitra-
rily changing the lignification of a word that 
can avail him any thing. 

Any perf on who only looks into his Bible, 
mnlt fmile at Mr. Paine's palpable miftake of 
the meaning of the term greater and l~/fer pro­
phets; for it has no relation whatever to what 
they wrote, or to the manner of their writing, 
but only to the quantity of it. Ifaiah, Jere-

• 

miah, and Ezekiel, whofe books are compara-
tively large, are, . on that account, called the 
greater prophets. Whereas, Ho[ea, and eleven 
others, who wrote but little, are therefore 
called the lejJer prophets. 

As Mr. Paine triumphs not a little on this 
fubjeCt, I ihall quote what he farther fays upon 

it. 

• • 
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it. "The original meaning of the words pro­
J.' pbet and prol"bcc)'ing, he £11'S, p. 82, has been 
" changed, and a' prophet, in the fenfe in which 
" the word is now ufc:d, is a creature of mo­
ce dem invention; and it is owing to this 
~'. change in the meaning of the words, that 
" the flighfs and the metaphors of the Jewilli 
':' po.::ts, and· phrafes ana expreflipl1s' now 
" rendered obicure by our not being acquai:nted 
C'c ,,,it'h the local circumftances to which they 
.. , applied at the time they were ufed, hhve 
" been ei;ecred intoprophefies~ arid made to 
" bend to explanations at the will and whim­
'." fical conceits of feC1:aries;' expounders; antI 
"commentators. Evti"y tHing uninteliigible 

• 

" was prophetical, and evei-y thing infignificarit 
. . 

" was typical. A blunder would have ferved 
. t,' f<>r- a prophecy ; and a diU:i;..c1out for a' type. 
'. '" If by a 'prophet~ we are to fuppbfe a nlinr 
"tb whom the AlmightY communicated 
"- fome event that would take place in' future,. 

, 
" either there were {uch mel1; of' there were 

, 

"not. If there' were, it is· c'onfiftent to' He::': , 

" lieve that the event fo communicated; would: 
• . . 

" be told in tenus that l could, be undedl:obd~ 

" and not related in fuch a loofe andobfcure 
" manner as to be out of the comprehenfion 
" of thofe that heard it, and (0 equivocal as: 

- . " to fit almoft any circumftance that might 
" happen afterwards. It' is conceiving very 

" irreverently 
• 
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" irreverently of the Almighty, to· fuppofe 
H that he would deal in this jefting manner 
" with mankind. Yet all the things called 
" Prophecies, in the book called the Bible, 
H come under this defcription." 

" But it is with prophecy as it is with mi­
ce mele. It would not an[wer the purpofe, 
" even if it were real. Thofe to whom a 
" prophecy {bould be told, could not tell whe­
" ther the man prophefied or lied, or whe­
" ther it had been revealed to him, or whe-

• 

" ther he conceited it; and if the thing that 
• 

" he prophefied, or pretended to prophecy, 
" fuould happen, or fomething like it, among 
H the multitude of things that are daily happen­
" ing, nobody could again know whether he 
" foreknew it, or guefied at it, or whether it 
'" was accidental. A prophet, therefore, is. 
" a character ul~lefs and unncceifary, and the 
I.' fafe fide of the ~afe is, to guard againft being 
" impofed upon, by' not giving credit to fuch 
" relations." 

By Mr. Paine's own aCCOl+nt, he has not 
read his Bible lately, and probably. will never 
look into it any more. Bllt I appeal to any per­
[9n who is in the habit of reading it, whether 
hz's account of prophecy, or that which I !hall 
give, be the more jufl:. Prophets, in. the fcrip­
rure fenf~ of the word, were men to whom 

. " I .. 

God commun~cated whatever· he intended. to-
o· 

be, delivered to others. Some. of thefe com. 
• • mUlllcatl0ni 

• 

-
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munications were moral admonitions, but otbers 
. were difiinCt, unequivocal annunciations of 
future events, to take place, either very foon, 
or at dif1:ant periods. Such are the prophecies 
of Mo[es, now in a fiate of fulfilment, concern-

• 

jag the future hifiory of the Ifraelitifh nation, 
their fettlement in the land of Canaan, their 
expulfion from it, and their dj[perfion into all 
parts of the habitable world. previous to their 
final relloration to it; thofe of If.1iah, Jeremiah • 

. Ezekiel, and others, concerning many parti. 
cubr definite events, which happened in their 
own time, as well as the future glorious fiate 
of their nation, and the peaceful and happy 
ftate of the world in general; thofe of Daniel 
concerning the fuccemon of the four great 
monarchies, and thofe of our Saviour concern­
ing the defiruCtion of Jeruf.11em and the Tem­
ple. Let any perfon of common difcernment 
perufe thefe prophecies, and fay whether they 
could have been written fo long before the 
events by gaifs or by accident. If not (which 
fuch a perfon mQft pronounce to be the cafe) 
the language could only be diCtated by that 
great Being who fees all events in their moil: . 

, 

• 

remote caufes, and therefore are proofs of di- " 
• • • 

ViDe commUniCatIOn. 
. Some parts of the book of Daniel, and a1[0 
of the Revelation, are written in fuc:h a man-

, . 
ner, that it is' probable we !hall !lot l.lnder-

• ftand 
• 

• 
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Rand them completely, till we can compa-re 
• 

them with the events to which they are to 'coc-
ref pond. But it is very pollible we may then ~; 

be fatisfied, that only he who can fee the end· 
from the beginning, could have defcribed them 
even in that obfcure manner fo . long before-· 
hand; and the rcafon of the obfcurity of thofe 
particular prophecies, concerning events which 

• 

are yet to come, is pretty obvious. For as there 
prophecies are p.ow in the hands of thofe who 
refpect them, it might have been [tid that they 
contributed to their own fulfilment, by the' 
friends of revelation endeavouring to bring 

" 
about the events prediaed .. Ho~ever, though' 
fome intermediate fieps in the great train of 
events be thus obfcure, both the great outline 
of the whole, and the cataftrophe, are molt 
clearly expreffed. Obfcure as is the language 
of thefe prophecies, they plainly enough indi­
cate a long period of great corruption in chrif... . 
tianity, efpecially by the rife of a perfecutiog 
power within itfelf; but that this power, toge­
ther with all the temporal powers of this 
world, in league with it, is to be overthrown; 
and that this will be a [eafon of great ·calamity. 
fuch as the world had never experienced before; 
that after this, Chrift will come in the clouds 
of Heaven, when there will be a refurreCtion' 
of the virtuous dead, and a commencement of' 
a gJorious and peaceful {tate of the world in 

general. . 

• 



96 Letters to .it 
• 

general. After this will be the refurreCtion of 
all the dead, and the general judgment. Is it 
conceiving irreverently of the Almighty, and 
fuppofing that he jefts with mankind, when he 

. clearly annpunces to them events of this great 
plagnitudeJ in which they are fo nearly in-
terefted? . 

, 

LETTER VII. 

fJ'he Conclujon. 

DEAR SIR, 

IT is amufing to obferve how differently 
the fame things imprefs different per{ons. Mr. 
Paine, [peaking of the Bible in general, fays , 

p. 38, " When we read the obiCene frories, 
" the voluptuous debaucheries, the cruel and 
fC torturous executions, the unrelenting vin­
" dittivenefs, with which mo,e than half the 
" Bible is filled, it would be more confiftent 
',' that we called it the word of a demon, than 

." . 

" the word of God. It is a hifiorJ of wicked.· 
" nefs, 

6 



• , \ 
• 

Pht70.f0phical Un6ellever. 
• 

• 

fC nefs, that hath ferved to corrupt and 
cc brutalize .mankind, and for my own part I 
" fincere1y detell: it, as I detell: every thing 
" that is cruel. vVe fcarcely meet with any 
" thing, a few phrafes excepted, but what de­
" ferves either our abhorrence or our contempt, 
" till we come to the mifcellaneous parts of the 
" Bible." 

The probability is that I am much betterac­
quainred with the Bible than Mr. Paine,' and 
I read it daily in the original*, which is certainly 
tome advantage, and one to which Mr. Paine 
will not pretend. Now I can truly fay that 
I read _ it with increafing fatisfaCl:ion, and I 
hope with much advantage in a moral refpeCl:. I 
do not confider it as written by divine infpira­
tien; but it confifrs of books' relating toth<: 
moll: important of all fubjeCl:s, .the hifrorical 
parts being written by per[onswell acquainted 
with the events which they relate, and the 
prophetical parts by perfons who had commu­
nications with God, [0 as to deliver. the. moil: 

• 

folemn admonitions, or the moll: im portane 
predictions in his name. There are the. moil: 
unequivocal marks of the moft exalted piety, 

• • 

* It fuould feem as if, for a moment, Mr. Paine had for­
. gotten that the Bible' was not written in Engliili; fine': as 

a proof, that fome parts of it are ~, in poetical meafure," 
he quotes our common verfion. See the Nate, p. 40 • 

• 

H and 

• 

, 

, 
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~uid the purefr benevolence, in the writers of 
• 

thefe books; fo that the perufal of them cannot 
fail to warm the heart by exciting the fame ge­
nerous fentiments, with every thing- that is 
truly great and excellent in man. 

The Bible contains the hiliory of a moG: re .. 
markable people, through w1:1om it has pleafed 
God to make his principiJ:l communications 
to mankind; and being. a' truer hifiory than 
any other, it exhibits a faithful account of the 

• • 

vices, as well as the virtues, of the moft dif-
tinguifhed ·per[ons in that nation, as well as of 
fome in other nations,; but with the ftrongeft 
difapprobation of thofe vices, fo that thofe 
par~iculars in the narrative are as inftruCtive 
as any others. . 

In the writings of Mo[es and the prophets, 
in the difcourfes of Chrifr, and in the epifiles 
of the apofiles, there is a dignity and an autho­
rity to which nothing in the writings of any 
of the heathens approaches. Even Socrates 
and Plato are cold arid dry, when compared 
with them. The writings of the ancient phi­
lofophers contain but little of what man is 
meft interefted to know. vVhereas the fcrip­
tures . leave nothing unknown, that is of 
much importance for man to be acquainted 
with. . They give the moft fatisfaCtory view of 
the whole conduct of providence with re-

fpeB: 

• 6 
• 
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fpeel: to this life, fo' as to enable men unde~ 
all events, profperous or "adverfe, to live with' 
fatisfadion, a"nd to die with confidence imd 
joy, in the firmefl: belief of a future ftate 0(' 
retribution. Whereas all that Mr. Paine fays. 
p. ISO, is, " that the power which gave him 
" exiftence is able to continue -it, and that it 

, 

., appears mote probable to him that he 1hall 
"continue to exift hereafter, than that he 
" fhould have had exiftence, as he now has, be­
" fore that exiftence began," which certainly 
affords him no real ground, of e~peCtation at 
all. For what was the probability of his re­
ceiving exiil:ence before he had apy?' 

, 

Upon the whole, there are, in my opinion, 
nf writings. whatever, that are 'at allcompara­
b"e to the fcriptures for their moral tendency, 
in giving juil: views of the attributes and pro­
vidence of God, or in adding to the Idignity 
of man, fitting him for the difcharge of his 
duty in this life, and making him a proper 
fubjeCl: of another and better il:ite of being, 
of which it gives him the cleat-eft information 
and the moil: fatisfacrory evidence. I own. I 
am at a 10[s for words to exprefs my venera­
tion for thofe books for which Mr. Paine ex ... 

" , 

preifes the greateft contempt. Let thafe who' 
are beft acquainted with them judge between 
us. 

I ihall 

" 

• 
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I alall be happy if thefe obfervations on 
this work of Mr. Paine's gives you any fatis­
faCtion, and am, 

• 

• • 

• 

.. . 

•• • 

• • • 
• • • • 

.. 

-
Dear Sir, 

Your's fincerely, 

J. PRIESTLEY • 

Northumberland in America,. 
_ OE/Quer 1.7, 179-4-• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

" .' ~ I .... , "D--'6-] ;' J.r.. .JL 

• 

THE END • .. 
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