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WHEN any controver{fy becomes very
extenfive, and of courfe complicated, branch-
ing itfelf out into many parts, the connec-
tion of which with each other is not eafily
perceived, itis of great ufe to have a gene:
ral outline of the whole; fhewing the mu-
tual relation of the parts, and .their refpec-
tive importance. This I have here endea-
voured to do with regard to the evidences
of divine revelation. This, in {fome mea-
{fure, refembles the map of the feat of war,,
by looking on which an intelligent ftatefman
will perceive the real value of any progrefs
that may be made by the armies on each
fide, and thereby will neitiher be unreafon-
ably elated with any trifling advantages,
nor deprefled by mconfiderable lofies, but
only when he percerves that the enemy is

advancing to the heart ot his country.
‘Thisappearss to be now more neceflary with
reipedt te the evidences of reveiation than
to any otner controveriy., 1he articles com-
preiacaded n tiem are very numerous, and
are.
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arc becoming daily more fo 3 the obje&tions
of unbelievers being of very dlﬁerent kinds,
and many of them ehceedlngly over-rated in
the eyes of the objeétors. Alfo many Chrif~
tians, having been accuftomed to lay undue
{trefs on certain articles of their faith, are
apt to be alarmed left the whole fhould be

‘overturned, when perhaps the advantage
that has been gained by the adverfary is of
real fervice to their caufe, the article that
was untenable having been a real incum-
brance on the fyftem, and no way conneéted
with 1it.  They are therefore under obliga-
tion to unbelievers for objeéting to them.

I hope therefore that the following out-
line of the arguments in favour of divine re-

velation, in which the proper place, and the
relative 1mportance, of each i1s diftinétly
ftated, will be of fome ufe. The believer
will hereby fee what is the real amount of
any objeétion that he meets with, and what
will be the confequence of admitting the
force of 1t, or how far it really affeéts the
proper evidence of his religion. Alfo by
taking in the whole compafs of the argu-
ment, 1t will be more in his power to bring
unbelievers from any trifling cavil, on
which they are very apt to dwell, to the
real merits of the quettion ; and if they can

grve hum no fatistaction with refpeét to 2he/c,
| cvery
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cvery thing elfe be will fee to be of little
conlequence, and hardly worth replying
to; though every difficulty 1s worth difcuf-
fing among the friends of revelation, as is
every difficulty in the {yltem of nature, by
thole who believe its divine origin.

The difficulties that the believer may
{aftely néglect in a controverly with unbelie-
vers are, inconiiftencies 1n the account of the
mere circumitances of hiftorical faéts, the
authenticity of particular beoks or parts ot
books; when enow f{till remain as evidences
of the leading faéts ; miftakes of the writers
in point of reafoning, and every thing be-
fides the evidence of the principal fadis,
which are the miracles that are {aid to have
been wrought at the promulgation of the
Jewifh and Chriftian religions.

I {incerely wifh that intelligent and can-
did unbelievers (for I doubt not there are
fuch) would give a fimilar concile and com-
prehenfive view of their objeétions to reve-
latton. It would contribute to bring the
controverly to a fair iflue, which is certain-
ly a thing to be wilhed for by every lover
of truth; and no queftion that was cver
propofed for difcuflion can be of more real
importance than this.

This tra& contains only the heads of the

arouments 1 favour of the Jewifh and
Chriftian
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Chriftian revelations ; but they are difcui-
fed at large in {everal of my publications ef-
pecially the following.

1. Letters to a Philofophical Unbeliever

3 Parts.

2, ——— to the Philolophers and Poh-
ticlans of France on the Subjeét of
Religion.—2 Parts.

2. Diicourfes relating to the Evidences of
Revelation.—3 Vols.

4. A Difcourfe on the Refurretion of
Jefus.

5. Obfervations on the Increafe of Infi-
delity.
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Of the EVIDENCE of

REVEALED RELIGION.

SECTION L

Of the Nature of Evidencey -as applicable to thir
Inquiry.

EVI—DENCE is of different kinds according to
the different objelts of inquiry. When guantity,
or numbers, are the fubjelt, the evidence of the
truth of any propofitions is the perception of the
perfeCt coincidence of the two terms of which
they confift, as that 2 and 2 make 4, and that the
thiree angles of a right angled triangle are equat
to two right angles. And it may be thewn, that
the number denoted by the expreflion 2 and 2, is
the very fame with 4, and that the fum of the
three angles in the triangle is the fame with that
of the two above mentioned.

B The
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The proof of a propofition of this kind is called
a demonfiration, and as the {cience of mathcematics
is converfant about numbers and quantity, 1t is
often called wmatheinatical demnonfiration. 'T'he con-
trary of a true propofition of this kind is an ab-
folute zmpoffibility, as that 2 and 2 fhould make g,
or any other number than 4, and f{uch an affer-
tion is faid to be a contradifiion.

Another ground of belief is the conftant obfer-
vation of particular facts, as that of ftones, and
cther bodies, when there is no impediment to
their motion, falling to the ground ; whence we
infer, that though we do not know «why they do
io, it is 1n confequence of fome invariable law cf
nature, and therefore we conclude that they al-

vays will do fo. All our faith in the principles
of natural philofophy and chemiftry is of this
kind. DBut to afiert the contrary of propofitions
of this kind is not called a contradiltion, becaufe,
satecedent to the obiervation of the faét, the
contrary, for any thing that we could tell, might
have been true.  Alfo all general propofitions of
this kind, however well founded, are fubject to
limitation from farther and more accurate obfer-

vations.
't hus it is not truc that 4ll bodies, without ex-
ception, as at the firft wec naturally imagine, will
tall to the ground, but cnly {fuch as are heavier
than the air of the atmoiphere; and in certain
circumf{ltances
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circumitances even very heavy bodies mount up-
wirds, as pieces of iron placed under a magner,
&¢. And till we know the maneer in which theiz
cvents are produced, or the rcal cauies of them,
and the mode of their operation, it is impofitble
for us to iay to what farther reltriftions {uch ge-
neral propofitions may be fubiect. A perfon who
had never {feen water in any other form than that
of a liquid, would be inclined to fay, that it
could not appcar 1n any other ; though we know
by obfervation, but not from any reafoning a pri~
0ri, that, in a certain degree of cold, it becomes
folid, and that in a certain degrec of heat, it af-
fumes the form of vapour or ftecam.

A:l our faith in hiftory, which relates to things
too remote with relpelt to time or place to be the
fubjell of our own oblervation, is of this kind ;
depending upon the knowledge and veracity of
thofe who relate the fadts. But we have found
by our experience, that in certain circumitances
the teftimony of others has not deceived us, and
thercfore we prefume that, in the {ame crcum-
{tances it never will deceive us 3 and thercfore that
it may be depended upon, even as much as that a
{tone, if left to itfelf, will fall to the ground. We
have, in fat, no more doubt of the truth of
filts of this kind, as that there exifts {uch a city
as Rome, or of the paft exiltence of {uch men
as Alexander the Greaty, and Julins Cefar, than

I 2 WG
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we have of that of a ftone falling to the ground,
or indeed than .we have of the truth of the ma-
thematical propofitions above mentioned, the
dificrence in the flrength of our perfuafion in
thele cales being altogether imperceptible.  But
to aflert the contrary would not be called a con-
tradiCiion, the thing not being naturally impoi~
fible; fince all hiftorians, and all travellers, may
bhave told a lie, and therefore all that, in {triétnefs
of {peech, can be faid, is, that the non-exiftence of
fuch a city, and of fuch perfons, is exceedingly
1prebable, confidering the nature of the evidence
in its favour.

Yo prove what is a real contradiftion, as that
2 and 2 make ¢, no evidence whatever can be
{ufficient. But there is nothing within the bounds
of psffibility that may not be proved by fufficient
teftimony 3 that is, the evidence may be {o cir-
cumitanced, as that the {uppofition ef its bring
ralie foall be more Improbable than the fa& that
s fupported by 1t.

In all cafes of teflimony our backwardnels to
give our afient arifes from a want of analogy in
the fact that is afferted to be true, to what we
have ourfelves found to be {o, or that, on any
other evidence we believe to be fo. Thus, after
naving {eea many {lones, and other bodies, con-
{tantly full to the ground, we not only recadily

believe that other {tones, but that all other bo-
clics
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dies which we call beavy, as wood, and even fea-
thers, will fall downwards, when not {upported
by any thing. DBut having never feen any body
whatever rife in the air, except when it was
forced upwards for a fhort time by the power of
the wind, we {hould not immediately believe the
account of a man’s rifing in the air, and afcend-
ing above the clouds, by means of a balloon, or
in any other method whatever 3 and our reluc-
tance to believe fuch a mnarration will ceontinue
till the teltimony of thofe who declare that they
have {een it fhall be fuch, as that we {hall think
it more probable that the fact ifhould be true,
than that-our infariners fhould ¢ither have been
- deceived themfeclves, or have intended to deceive
us. For on thefe two circum{tances the credibility
of all teftimony depends.

Believing that all men are conflitated alike, that
they have all the fame feafes, as thofe of {eeing,
hearing, &c. we can have no doubt but that
what is altually {een or heard by other perfons,
would have been {cen or heard by ourfelves, if
we had been in their place, and therefore their
teftimony has the {aume effe& as our-own obfer-
vation would have had. Nay, in many cafcs, a
man may have a better opinion of the accuracy of
other perfons’ obfervation than of his own. He
may think their fenfes more perfeét, their atten~
tiop greater, or their judgment better than his,
| B 3 | and

&
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and thercfore he may believe a faét more firmly
on their evidence, than on any obfervarion of his
own. In all cafes we believe a thing {omething
more firmly for other perfons having feen or
heard it as well as ourfelves. Mankind in gene-
ral have {o much confidence in their parents and
-anceftors, that, without any examination of their
own, or a very {uperficial one, they receive their
{aith with refpeét to every thing from them.

On thefe principles, however, the king of Siam
was not unrcaivnable in refufing to believe what
iome Dutch navigators told him, that in therwr
country water was lometimes fo hard, as to bear
men and carriages. For having never {een or
heard of water being in any other.ftate than that
of a fluid, he might think it more probable that
ftrangers and travellers {hould impofe upon him,
than that {uch a thing fhould be true.

This is precifely the difficulty that is to be
overcome with refpeft to the credibility of mira-
cles, or {uch events as are out of the ufual courfe
of nature, and which have not been {ten by many
perfons. In this cafe 2 man would at firft dif-
truft even his own fenfes, and much more thoie
of other perfons, till, upon mature confideratiomn,
the teftimony fhould appear to be fo circumfitan-
ced, that, new and ftrange as the fact in queition
was, it fhould be, on the whole, more probable

tyan the infufficiency of the evidence 1n its favour.
The
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The antecedent probability, or improbability,
of any events, and coniequently the credibility
of the teftimony refpelting them, mult be efli-
mated by their analogy, or their want of analogy,
to other known events. And the circamitances
of things may be fuch, as that even extraordinary
events fhall not appear improbable, but te rather
expeted. In extraordinary fituattons of human
affairs, extraordinary charaéters arc expelted to
arife, and extraordinary events to take place,
without appearing ncredible, or exciting any {ur-
prize. And fuch was the {tate of the world an-
tecedent to revelation, that, if all the circume
ftances be duly attended to, it will appear far
from being unnatural to expet fuch a divine in-
terpofition, which could only be evidenced by
mirccles, or fuch a control of the laws of nature
as only the author of rnature is equal to. lhefe
circumf{tances were the following.

|
|

"SECTION 1I.

Revelation not antecedently improbable

1. MANKIND were {unk into the moft de-

plorable ftate of ignorance and vice, and were

in confequence expoled to much mifery.
2. From
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2. Irom this, it appeared by the experience of
ages, and fome of them the moft enlightened that
there was any reafon to expect, that men were
not able to reicue themielves.

3. It might, therefore, be expelted, that the
Divine Be.ng would interpofe in their favour. As
heis the Maker, and the benevolent Father of
mankind, he muft have had a motive for attend-
1ing to the conduét of men ; and their happinefs
or mifery could no more be a matter of indif-
ference to himn, than the happinefs or mifery of a
child can be to an earthly parent.

4. 'The Divine Being would naturally chule
this method of inftruting mankind, viz. by occa~
fional interpofitions, evidenced, as they could only
be, by miracles; becanfe it is better calculated
to excite affention than any conftant and uniform
appearances, the caufes of which men in general
do not trouble themf{elves to inquire into. |

5. Moral inftruction is communicated in a
more intelligible and forcible manner by means
of language, fuch as that of prophets commiffion-
ed by God for the purpole, than by any exhi-
bition of natural appearances ; there being great
difficalty in deducing the proof, if not of the
Being, yet of the moral attributes of the Deity,
fuch as his benevolence and reétitude, from the
works of pature, aand the ufual courfe of provi~

dence. |
6. It
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6. It was abdfolutely impoiliblie that, by the
mere light of nature, men fhould ever have at-
vained to the knowledge of a futuire flate of retri-
bution 3 whereas the moft {fansfaltory evidence
of it poflible is ealily communicated by revelation,
and this knowledge was neceflary to enforce the
practice of virtue, whenever any great {acrifice,,
efpecially that of life, was required by it.

7. The laws of virtue come with more autho-
rity and efle€t when they proceed immediately
from the mouth of God, or perfons efpecially
commiffioned by him, than by the medium of
the light of nature.

Upon the whole, therefore, though the relation
of miracles would be incredible, could we per-
ceive no fufficient occafion for them, the incredi-
bility vanifhes when it appears that they are cal-
culated to anfwer {o great and valuable a purpole,
and when it appears that the Divine Being, who,
no doubt, had it in his psaver to work them, had
a {ufhicient sorive, from his benevolence and good
w1}l to men, to work them.

It is farther evilent from fedZ, that divinereve-
lation is not naturally, or neceflarily, improbable s
becaufe it is an objeétion that was never mentioned
by any ancient unbeliever. It is, indeed, intirely
modern, and had there been any natural reafon for
the rejection of divine revelation antecedent to

the confideration of the evidences alleged in its
favour,
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tavour, it could not but have occurred to men in

all ages, to the ancients, as well as to the mo-
derns.

SLECTION II:.

f;‘!"

Lhe external Evidence of divine Revelcetion.

|
I H AT the Divine Being, the great author of na-
ture, has actually interpofed to give mankind the
information of which they ftood in {fo much need,
refpeting their duty here, and their expeétations
hereafter, 1s proved by the tefltimony of witnefles
in all refpects the moft unexceptionable; the
miracles recorded in the Scriptures (a colletion
of books which contain a hiftory of the inter-
courfe between God and the human race) having
the following characters, and they are all that
can be required by the moft incredulous of man-
kind. '

1. They are {ufficiently numerous.

2. They are, on account of their being on a
large fcale, and other circumftances, free from
all fufpicion ot artifice and impofition.

3. They were performed in the preflence of
agreat numbers of perfons 3 whofe {enies muflt
have been under a {upernatural illufion, if they
were deceived with refpelt to them. Confe-

quentlv,
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quently, we have only the choice of a {erics of
moft extraordinary and moft extenfive miracles
to an{wer no purpofe but that of mere deception,
or of others to anfwer the greatelt and moft bene-
volent purpofe.

4. They were performed in the prefence of
cnemies, or thatof perfons the moft indifpofed to
admit the truth of them.

5. Many of them were of long continuance,
{o as to have afforded {ufficient opportunity for
the moft rigorous examination.

6. Many perfons had the ftrongeft motives to
examine into the truth of the talts while they
were recent 3 {fome having been exceedingly of-
fended at the publication of them, and others
fuffering in confequence of their belief of them,
and that for a period of {fcveral generations.

7. The accounts of thefe miracles which we
now have were publifhed while the falts were
recent.

8. They produced the greateft effet, which
proves that they were believed at the time by
perfons qualified, and interefted, to examine
tiem. _

g. Their effet was the greatefl on the middle
and lower clafles of men; for fuch were the
apoftles, and the generality of the primitive
Chriftians, Jews, and heathens, men who had not
the advantage .of a liberaleducation. The vul-

gar,
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ear, of all nations, are only credulous with re-
{pe¢t to things that are analogous to their former
faith. They are, therefore, in all cafes the laft
to be convinced of any thing contrary to their
former opinions. Perfons of education, and cu-
riofity, are tbe moft ready to embrace any thing
that is quite new. Such perfons often take a
pride in this ; thinking it to be a proof of a {fupe-
riority over others, and of a freedom from vulgar
prejudices. There was, however, among the pri-
mitive Chriftians a confiderable proportion of per- .
{ons of rank and education.

SECTION 1V.

The Evidence of the Refuryellion of Fefus.

ALL the preceding charadters of credibility are
found in the hiftory of the refurredtion of Jefus.
1. His death was afcertained by a public ex-
ecution, performed by his enemies, whofe great
obje&t had long been his deftrultion; and there
was no doubt of the fat at the time. Had he not
died in confequence of being nailed to the crofs
and remaining fix hours upon it, the wound in
Lis fide by the fpear muft have been mortal.

Even if he had not been quite dead, he muft have
4 been
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been incapacitated for walking about, and mnuch
more for appearing perfectly well, fo foon as the
third day.

2. None of the difciples of Jcfus had the leaft
expectation of his refurredtion ;5 fo that it required
the f{trongeft evidence to couvince them of it.
The teftimony of their friends would not {atisfy
fome of them. Nothing lefs than that of their
own fenfes could do it.

3. After his refurreltion he appeared to his
difciples many times, in the {pace of forty days ;
at firft when none of them had the leaft expeta-
tion of any fuch event, fo that they could not
have been impofed upon by a fond imagination ;

and aftcrwards by particular appointment, when
they had had leifure to recolle¢t themifelves, and

confider of any kind of evidence that they fhould
think neceflary for their complete {atisfaction.

4. None of the appearances were momentary,
like that of moft fuppofed apparitions, but of {uf=
ficient continunance, to give opportunity for ex-
amination, as for handling him, and examining
his wounds, which he 1nvited them to do. He
alfo more than once ate and drank with them.

5. At two of thefe meetings all the apoftles,
and probably many others (lhomas only being
abfent at one of them) were prefent 5 and at the
appointed meeting in Galilee more than five hun-
dred, fome of whom had doubted. And if the

| C evidence
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evidence of five hundred will not {atisfy, neither
could that of five thoufand, or any number
whatever.

6. Jefus not appearing to all the people, many
would not believe his refurredtion, and were ex-
cecdingly provoked at the report of it, elpecially
the governors and leading men in the country,
while thofe who were con"mced of its truth
maintained it at the hazard of their lives. Con-
cquently, there was the {trongefl motive on both

des to examine into the truth of the faét, while
t was recent; and the perfecution of Chriftians,
and therefore this motive to {crutinize the faét,
continued three hundred years.

~. As the enemies of jefus had the cuﬂoc’y of
his body, they ouvght to have produced it after
his fuppofed refurrection. It was not in the
power of his difciples, few and difheartened as

they weie, to get the body out of the power of
the guard that was purpofely {et to watch it,
cfpecially at the time of full moon, when the city
of Jerufulem was crouded with ftrangers, as it
always was at the time of paffover, {fo that many
of them muft have fpent the nights in the neigh-
bouting places, as Jefus and bis difciples had
done. DBefides, their merely {ecuring the body
could not have availed them. How was it poi=-
{ible for the few who were actors in the bufinefs
to perfuade more than five hundred perfons to

{ay

18
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fay that they had feen Jefus alive, and to perfift
in doing fo at the hazard of their lives? Had
there been any 1wmpoflition in the cafe, it was
abundantly in the power of the magiftrates to
have detected it, and it is evident they wanted no
motive to exert all their vigilance for that pur-
pole.

8. The perfecution of the Chriftians by the Jews
fhews that the propagation cf Chriftianity was
not fuvoured by the governing per{ons of the
country ; and on this account the faét of the re-
furretion is more credible at this day than it
would have been if it had been {fo public as to have
convinced all the Jews of that age. It would
then have been faid by unbelievers of the prefent
agz, that the <whole was a contrivance of the
Jewifh rulers,that thereis no evidence of its having
been {ufficiently {crutinized at the time, and there
are no means of doing it now. Thus in confe-
ciLleace of the evidence not appearing perfelly
fatisfaltory at the time it has become more {o at
this day.

Such is the diief?, or exteriial, evidence- of the
truth of divine interpefition, or revelation. But
befidés this, there is another branch of the evi-
dence that is z:z2diref?, commonly called nternal,
hecaule not depending on the evidence of others,
but on falts now exifting, and {ubjelt to our own
examination.

C 2 SECTION



SECTION V.

£:
LFe inteirntal Tovidence r_:f the fc’quy/?:r arnd Clyrifliar
RNevelatiors.

T. THE prefent {tate of the world, in the ex-
iftence of t;le Jewifh and Chriftian religions, can-
not be accounted for withount admitting {uch a
flate of things previous to it, as, being traced
backwards, will require the truthyof $he miracles
recorded in the Scriptures. With refpelt to the
Jews, their prefent ftate proves the truth of their
preceding biftory till we po back to their emana
cipation from their bondage in Igypt, which
could not have been effeted without the miracles
recorded in the books of Mofes. Nor could the
overthrow of the various fyftems of heathen re-
ligion, which we now fee to be overtorned,
throueh the whole extent of the ancient Roman
empire, and fuch a prevalence of Chriltianity as
we are witnefles of, have been effeéted without

admitting the truth of ecclefiaftical hiftory, and
that of the A& of the Apofiles, and of the Lvange-
//ls as part of it.

2. The exiftence of the public rites of the
Jewifh and Chriftian religions, the paffover, and-
the Lord’s [upper, are flanding mcmorials of the

truth of other falts connelted with them, and
cannot
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cannot be {fatisfaltorily accounted for withous
admitting the divine origin of thofe religions.

3. 'The circumftances of the education and
charalters of Mofcs, and of Jefus, rendered them
incapable of devifing the {yftems of religion of
which they were the founders, fyftems {o much
fuperior with refpedt to the true principles of
philofophy, to every thing that we find in the
heathen world. Alfo {fuch men as the apoftles,
{o illiterate, and ignorant of the world, were in-
capable of carrying on {chemes of fuch com-
plicated and difficult impofture.

4. The evident marks of genuine piety and
integrity in the charaters of Moies and of Jefus,
and alfo of the writers of the books of the Old
and New Teftament, make it to the laft degree
improbable that they fhould have been impofors.
And it is equally evident that they were not wild
enthufrafty, but men in the poflziiion of their right
minds, and who a&ted with uniform confiftency in
the whole of their condudlt.

The character of julus, 1n particular, bears
{fuch marks of extraordinary greatnefs; the au-
thority that he aflumed, and the dignity with
which he uniformly aéted, were fuch as no per-
fon of his low birth and education could have fup-
norted without a coniciouinefs of a divine miflion.
Nor were the evangelifts at all capable of jeiin-
ing of fuch a charalter; there being nothing

C3 equal,
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equal, or approaching, to it in all hiftory. DBut
the perception of this requn‘es a more attentive
ﬁudy of the evangelical hiftory than many per-
ions have given to it, and alfo a more accurate ac-
quaintance with human nature.

5. Many prophecies, known to have exifted
many ages, are receiving their accomplihment at
prefent, efpecially with refpelt to the ftate of the
Jews, and many more had their accomplifhment
long afrer the exiltence of the books of Scripture
in which they are recorded, if there be any truth .
i hiftory.

SECTION V.

Farious Qﬁjeﬁfom fo the _‘7’ewgﬂ.r and CGhriftian Reves
lations confidered.

1. IT may be faid that the books of Scripture
which centain the account of the promulgation
of the Jewifth and Chriftian religions, may be {pu-
rious, and therefore that the hiftory is not intitled
to any credit.

Arfwer. The evidence of the principal falts
on which the truth of Chriftianity depends does
not reft on the authenticity of the books of the
New Teftament, but on the fat of the {pecdy

promulgation
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promulgation of Chriftianity among Jews and
Gentiles, which could only be caufed by the be-
lief of the miraculous hiftory; and this mult be
allowed on a variety of other evidence than any
that is found in the books, which were not the
canfe, but the effef7 of it, none of the books having
been written till Chriflianity had made a confide-
rable progrefs. According to the moft probable
opinion, none of the Golpels were written till
about thirty years after the death of Chrift; when
there were Chriftians in all parts of the Roman
empire.

But there is abundant evidence of the principal
of the books of the New Teftament having been
publithed while the falts recorded in them were
recent, and they could not have been received as
they were, by fuch numbers as were interefted in
their contents, unlefs their general truth had been
admitted. Coniequently, the reception of thefe
books as genuine, and containing a faithful ac-
count of fuéts gives us the concurrent tefllimony
of all thofe perfons, as well as that of the wri-
ters of thefe books.

The high refpelt which was entertained for
the writings of the apofties, and other books of
the New Teftament while the writers were livirg,
the many copies that muft have been taken of them,
and their {peedy tranflation into various languages,
would effeCtually prevent any material altera-

t10}
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tion of thefe bcoks.  Any material corruption of
the books would aito have been prevented by the

various /s into which Chriftians were divided

in very early times.
The authenticity of the hiftorical books of the

New Teftameat, as the Lwvangeliffs, and the A&y
of the Apsftles, which record all the principal falts,
was never doubted in early times 5 nor was that
of the Epiftles of Paul, the moft altive propagator
of Chriftianity among the Gentiles. And it is
manifeltly impoffible that fuch letters as his are,
giving an account of his progrels, and of the
effets of his preaching, letters abounding with
allufions to particular perfons, places, and occur-
rences, and addrefled to large bodies of men,
who muft have known whether the faéts alluded
to in them were true or rot, could have been re-
ceived as they were, if there had been no truth
in them. Paul had al{fo many enemies, who would
have been ready enoungh to take advantage of any
falfchoods in his accounts.

There were, no doubt, forged gofpels, and for-
ged epiftles, in pretty early times; but not till
after the publication of the Fowr Gofpels that are
commonly received, and after that of the genuine
epiftles of Paul and others; fo that, being only
imitations, they rather prove the exiftence of the

originals.

Befides,



( 21 )

Befides, all'thefe {fpurious gofpels contained an
nccount of the leading faéts in the Gofipel hiftory,
fuch as the miracles, the crucifixion, and the re-
furreétion of Jefus, and the fpeedy propagation of
his religion afterwards. For though the Gunoftics,
the fuppofed authors of theife books, {aid that
Chrift had no real body, and was not really cruci-
fied, they allowed that he had the appearance of
a body, and alfo that there was the appearance of
a crucifixion, fo that all the faéts that were {fubjed®
to men’s fenfer are the fame in both the hiftories.
And though the Gnoftics feparated themfelves
from the oreat body of Chriftians, fo as to be
denomumr;d reietiesy, and did not believe the re-
furreétion of the bLody, they believed a future
ftate of retribution with refpeét to the fouly o
that they held all that was really effential to Chrlfl-
tianity, all that could be a motive to a good life.
The faét of the exiftence of thofe Gnoftics {o

early as the times of the apoftles, and who were

in oppoliltion to them, and yet calicd themfelves
Chriftians, is molt important with refpelt to the
evidence of the truth of Chriftianity ; as on ac-
count of their peculiar philefophical tenets, they
mult have been exceedingly averfe to the Chriftian
doétrines, which accorded fo ill with their own.

But if all the books that compofe the Old and _
New Teftament could be proved to befpurious, the

difficulty of accounting for the rife and propaga-
tion
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tion of the Jewifh and Chriftian religions wounld
not be leflened. Becaufe nothing but the {uppo-
fition of the truth of faéts of a fimilar natore
with thofc recorded in thefe books can account
for what is well known, on other evidence, con-
cerning the exiftence and the propagation of thofe
rcligions.

I'or the authenticity of the books of the Old
Teftament, efpecially thofe of Mofes, which are
the principal, we have the uniform teftimony of
the Jewifh nation, the only proper evidence in
the cafe, and alfo the occafioral mention of them
by writers of other nations. And a {yftem of
religion, fo ungrateful as that of Mofes was to
the great body of the Hebrew nation, from their
leaving Egypt to their captivity in Dabylon,
would never have been conformed to by them,
1t the authenticity of the books containing the
principles of it could have been difputed.

The later in the hiftory of the Hebrews it is
fuppofed that thefe books were written, the
more difficult would the reception of them have
been, on account of the increafing addi¢tednefs
of the nation to other religions. After the reign
of Manafleh, who had {et up the worfhip of
othcr gods in the temple itfelf, when {fome have
fuppofed that the books afcribed to Mofes werc
firlt produced, it would have been as ealy to have

impofed them upon the Tyrians, Egyptians, or
Chaldeans,
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Chaldeans, for the wrirings of their refpeétive
legiflators, as upon the Jews, for the writings of
Modes.

Neither was it in the power of Ezra, or of
Nehemiah, to have invented the books of the
Old Teftament after the Babylonith captivity,
though they might correct and arrange them as
they now are. they had many enemies, who
oppofed their meafures; and efpccially that very
ungrateful onc of obliging the Jews to difmifs
their wives that were not of Hebrew extraétion,
as contrary to the laws of Mofes ; and in this pre-
dicament were fome of the leading men of the
nation. Befides, the Samaritans, who {eparated
from the Jews on their not being allowed to
join with them in building the temple, had co-
pies of the books of Mofes, and were as zealous
for the obfervance of the fame religion, in all its
fundamental articles, as the Jews themfielves.

The internal evidence of the genuinenefs of
the hiftorical books of Scripture, both of the Old.
and the New Teftament, is of the {trongeft kind.
'The very multiplicity of the names of perfons,
places, and dates, will alone fatisfy any intelli-
gent perfon, that they are no forgeries. No
known forgeries were ever written in that man-
ner. And after the time of Mofes the accounts
that are given of the ufual length of men’s lives,

and of the reigns of kings, correfpond exactly
with
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with the prefent courfe of nature, which is far

from being the cale with the early fabulous hif-

tories of the Greeks, Romans, and other ancient

nations.

It is alfo a very ftrong internal evidence of the
genuinenefs of the books of Scripture, that the
faults of the moft confiderable perfons that are
mentioned in them are recorded, as well as their

virtues.
Ob;. 2. Itis faid, that if the falts recorded

in the Evangelils and the Acs of the Apoftles had
been true, all the Jews, and the Gentiles alfo,
would {foon have become converts to Chriftianity.

Anf. 1. Strong prejudices prevent a due at-
tention being given to fu&s, and to reafoning
from them, if it would lead to conclufions that
are difagrceable to men; and both Jews and
Gentiles were moft {trongly prejudiced in favour
of opinions and practices to which Chriftianity
was hoftile.

2. Both Jews and Gentiles thought that they
could account for moft of the faés in the Gofpel
hiftory without fuppofing any divine interpolition
in the cafe. For, without denying the truth of
the miracles, they afcribed them to the agency of
cvil ipirits, or to magic ; believing that, by the
ufe cf certain fct forms of words, it was in the
power of men to compel the affiftance of fuperior

beings to de whatever they wifhed to accomplifh.
| 3. Lhe
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3. The firft preachers of the Gofpel were
Jews, and illiterate 3 and to{uch perfons as theic
the learned, efpecially among the Gentiles, could
not be expelted to give much attention, what-
ever they had to propofe.  Chriftianity would
therefore neceflarily be received chiefly by the
inquifitive and unprejudiced in the middle claffes
of men, who are never very numerous, and from
them it -would requirc time to become known,
and attended to, by the {uperior claffes.

Allowance being made for the operation of
thefe great impediments, the diffufion of Chrifti-
anitv over the whole of the Roman empire in the
time of the Apoftles, and its growing reception
till the empire became Chriftian, attended with
the overthrow of the idolatry that had univer-
lally prevailed i1n it, may be {aid to have been
cven rapid. A good idea may be formed of all
thefe circumftances from the letters of Pliny to
the emperor Trajan. Though a man of letters,
lie appears to have known nothing more of the
Chriftians than what he had learned from bhis
examination of fome of them, who had been
brought Defore him as a magiftrate ;3 and yet it
is cvident from what he {ays, that Chriftianity
had then made an aftonifhing progrefs in Byihi-
nia, the province of which he was governor.

Ob;. 3. It is {aid that the accounts of the

{fame tranfaltions by different writers, as the au-
D thors
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thors of the books of Kings and Chronicles, and
the four Evangelifts, contradiét one another, and
therefore that fince both cannot be true, perhaps
none of them are {o.

Anfe All the ditlerent accounts of the fame
rraniadtion in the Scripture hiftory agree with re-
tpect to every thing of muclh confequence, fuch
as all writers would equally attend to, and they
differ only with refpet to fuch things as the moft
credible hiftorians of the fame tranfactions of
other kinds are always found to differ in, viz.
things of lefs confequence, and which therefore
do not engage equal attention. Thefe differences,
itherefore, are in favour of the truth of the gene-
ral hiftory, with refpect to which all the writers
agree 3 and this is all that the evidence of the
Jewifh and Chriftian religions requires. They
prove that the authors did not write in concert,
but that the different hiftories were written by
perfons wholly independent of each other, who
all wrote from their own knowledge of the falts.

Ol;. 4. It is {aid, that in the Scriptures
actions are afcribed to the Divine Being which
we cannot believe to be worthy of him, e{pecially
his order to extirpate the Canaanites, without
cxcepting even women and .children.

Anf. All that we know of God, independently
of revelation, is from the obfervation of the

works of pature, the laws of which, and all
cvents
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events refulting from them, we muft afcribe ulti-
mately to him. Now in the ufual courie of na-
turc events as contrary to our ¢ommon notions
of juitice and benevelence take place very fre-
quently, and without any reafon being given for
them, or our bzing able to affign any; whoie
cities being fometunes overwhclmed by earth-
gquakes, and countries much more extenfive than
Yuleftine ravaged by war. XTow inconhderable
was the deltruction of men by jofhua compared
to that by Jenghis-can, and other eaflern con-
querors ? Wherens tire reafon for the cxtermina-

tion of the Cannanites is exprefcly given. Irwas
on account of their 1dolatry, and the deltrullive
vices connedted with i1ty and thereby ir {trved as
a warning to the Ifraclites, and the whole world,
not to give into fuch pra&:ces. Belides, there
can be no doubt, but that the Canaanites would
huve been {pared, if they would have abandoned
their 1dolatry.

Of7. 5. Several epinions which now appear
to be ill founded were held by men whom the
Scripture repreflents as infpired. "Thus madnefs
is aicribed to the agency cof evil Ipirits, even by
Chrift bimfelf. And many paflages in the Old
Teftament are applied by the writers of the New
in a manner quite foreign to their original and
proper import. Alfo fome of the perfons faid to

D=2 have



(26 )

thors of the books of Kings and Chronicles, and
the four Evangelilts, contradi¢t one another, and
therefore that fince both cannor be true, perhaps
nonc of them are fo.

Anf. All the ditterent accounts of the {ame
rranfaction in the Scripture hiftory agree with re-
ipect to every thing of much confequence, {uch
as all writers would equally attend to, and they
differ only with refpeét to {uch things as the moft
credible hiftorians of the fame tranfations of
other kinds are always found to differ in, viz.
things of lcfs confequence, and which therefore
do not engage equal attention. Thefe differences,
therefore, are in favour of the truth of the gene-
ral hiftory, with refpelt to which all the writers
agree ; and this is all that the evidence of the
Jewifh and Chriftian religions requires. They
prove that the authors did not write in concert,
but that the different hiftories were written by
perfous wholly independent of each other, who
all wrote from their own knowledge of the facts.

Ol;. 4. It is {aid, that in the OScriptures
altions are afcribed to the Divine Being which
we cannot believe to be worthy of him, efpecially
his order to extirpate the Canaanites, without
excepting even women and children.

Anf. All that we know of God, independently
of revelation, is from the obfervation of the

works of pature, the laws of which, and all
CVEINLS
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events refulting from them, we mult afcribe ulti-
mately to him. Now in the ufual courfe of na-
turc events as contrary to our common nNotions
of juftice and benevclence take place very fre-
quently, and without any reafon being given for
them, or our being able to aflign any; whoie
cities being fometimes ov erwthmed by earth-
quakes, and countriecs much more extenlive thuan
Pualeftine ravaged by war. Idow inconfiderable
was the deftrudtion of men by jofhua compared
to that by Jenghis-can, and other eaflern con-
queror..:.? Whereas the reafon for the exiorming
tion of the Canaanites i3 exprefely given. It was
on account of tihcir tdolatry, and the defiruliive
vices connecied with 1ts and thereby it {erved as
a warning to the Ifraelites, and the whole world,
not to give into {fach pradtices. Befides, there
can be no doubt, but that the Canaanites would
huve been fpared, if they would have abandoned
their idolatry.

Oéi;. 5. Several opinions which now appear
to be ill founded were held by men whom the
Scripture reprefents as infpired. Thus madnels
is afcribed to the agency cof evil {pirits, even by
Chrift himfelf. And many paffages in the Old
"Ueftament are applied by the writers of the New
in a manner quite foreign to their original and

proper import. Allo fome of the perions faid to
— D2 have
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have had divine communications, were not good
moral charadters.

«nf. 1. It may {uit the plan of divine wifdom to
employ men for particular purpoles, and qualify
them for the part they have to act, without
aiving them any more knosledge, or virtue, than
were neceflary for it. If, for example, a prophet
was fent to cure a man of blindnefs, it was not
at ol neceflary that he fhould know the phyfical
caufe of that blindpels. He might be under a
miftake with refpect to the carnfe, and yet at his
word the Divine Being might remove the e¢ffecz.
The fame oblervation will apply to the cale of
infanity, or any other.

2. With refpect to the application of pafluges of
Scripture, no inconvenience of any confequence
attended the writers being lefe to their own judge-
ment with refpect to them, and this might be er-
roaeous, too much influenced by the mode of
quoting Hcripture by their countrymen,  INo mil-
takes or falle reafoning, which only thew that
propaets were sz, can afiet their teflimony
with refpedt o racts, of which they were compe-

5. If the Divine Being cmploy the very worft
of men, as, in the ufual courle of his providence,
1e evidently does, to execute very important coms
niffions; he may have good reajons for employ-

ing
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ing men of linperfelt virtue to execute others.
But in general the prophets fent by God for the
moral inftruction of men were themielves men of
the moft exemplary moral eharalter, highly de-
ferving of univerfal imitation, cipecially Mofes
and Jefus, the founders of the Jewith and Chril-
tian religtons, who taught as much by their exam-
ples as by tiicir precepts. It is alio to be ob-
ferved, that the faults of diftinguifhed perions
mcntioned in the Seripture are generally {everely
cenfured.

Ob;. 6. Itis faid, thatif the Chriftian religion
be true, it would have been promulgated in an
carlier period, and have been made known to all
mankind.

Anf. 1. Since no other advantage, natural or
moral, is univerfal, why fhould we expect 255 to
be {fo? Are the benefits of good government,
of the {ciences, or of the arts, univerfal 7 It 1s
acreeable to the general plan of Divine Provi-
dence, that fome men thould be more enlightened
than others, and that they fthould be employed to
inftrudt others. Ignorance, and elpecially a want
of that knowledge which would make men vir-
tuous and happy, 1s certainly a great evil 5 but it
15 not the only evil that actually exilts ; and we
may hercafter fee, that every kind of evil, na-
tural, and even moral, has its ufe, in forming

the beft fyftem poflible, {fuch as will ifflue in
the
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the attainment of the greateft portion of good.
Fiowever, this ipeculatlon has no propricty 1n
this particular inquiry  We muft content our-
felves with knowing what has aftuaily taken
place. Of the reafons why they are appointed,
or permitted, weare no competent judges.

2. All that has yet taken place fince the creation
of man is probably only his f{tate of infancy,
which may bear but a {mall proportion to the
wholc of his exiltencein this world, Chriflianity
may yet bx.come univerfal, and be the means of
making mankind virtuous and happy for many
thoufand years to come.

(}

THE END,
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