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characters that I was ever acquainted with, Havifig a
cultivated comprehensive mind, equal toany subject
of theology or metaphysics, intrepid in the cause of
truth, and most rationally pious. '

- Spending so much of my {ime in London was the
means of increasing my intimacy with both Mr. Lind-
scy and Mr. Lee, our common friend; who amidst
the bustle of politics, always preserved his attachment
to theolog’.y','anld the cause of truth, The Sunday 1
“always spent 'with Mr. Lindsey, attending the service
of his chapél, and sometimes otliclating for him ; and
with him and Mrs. Linda%r I generally Hspent the
evening of that day at Mr. Lee’s who then admitted
no other company, and seldom have I enjoyed socie-
ty with more relish.

My winter’s residence in London was the means of
‘jmproving my acquaintance with. Dr.. Franklin. 1
was :sddom many days without seeing him, and be-
ing members of the same club, we constantly return-
ned together. The difference with America breaking
out at this time, our conversation was chiefly of a pé-
litical nature; and I can bear witness, that he was 50
far from pfomoting, as was generally supposed, that
he took every method in his power to prevent a rup-
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ture between the two countrics. He urged so much -
the doctrine of forbearance, that for some time he was
unpopular with the Americans on that account, ag
too much a friend to Great Britain.  His advice to
them was to bear every thing for the present, as they
‘were sure 1n time to out grow all thelr grievances ; as
it could not be in the power of ‘the mother country
to oppress them long.

 He dreaded the war, and often said that, 1if thé dif-
ference should come to an open rupture, it would be
a war of sen years,ﬁ and he should not live to see the
end of it,  In reality the war lasted near eight years
but he did live to see the happy termination of it.
"T'hat the issue would be favorable to America, he

never doubted, The Eﬂglish, he used to say, may

take all our great towns, but that will not give them
possession of the country. The last day that he
spent in England, having given out that he should
leave Liondon the day before, we passed together, '
without any other company ; and much of the time
was employed in reading American newspapers, cs-
pecially accounts of the reception which the Hostor
port bill met with in America; and as he read the
addresses to the inhabitants of Boston from the places
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jil the neighbouthood, the tears trickled down hig
cheeks. *

It is much to be lamented, that a man of Dr.
Franklin’s general good character, and great influ-
ence, should have been an unbeliever in christianity,
and also have done so much as he did to make others
unbelievers., To me, however, he acknowledged
that he had not given so much attention as he ought
to have done to the evidences of christianity, and de-
sired me to recommend to him a few treatises on the
'subjectr, such as I thought most deserving of his
notice, but not of great length, promising to read
them, and givé- me his sentiments on them. Ac-
cordingly,- I recommended to him I"Iaftlef’s evl-
dences of christianity 1n his Observations on Man,
and what I had then written on the subject in my
Institutes of natural and revealed religion.  But
the Amierican war breakmg out soon after, I do not
believe that he ever found himself su ticiently at lei-
sure for the discussion. I have kept up a corres-
pondence with lum occasionally ever since, and three
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* For tuo]ettew writlen by my father 1Liﬂtmg’ to Dr, Franklin and
‘Mr Burke sce appendix No. 6.
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of his letters to me were, with bis consent, published
in his Miscellaneous Works, in quarto, The first
of them, written immediately on his landing n A,
merica, 1s very striking.

About three years before the dissolution of my
connection with Lord Shelburne, Dr. Fothergill,
with whom I had alwa}*s'*lived on terms of muoch m.
timacy, having observed, as he said, that many of
my experiments had not been carried to their proper
extent on accounta I-of the cxpence that would have
attended them, proposed to me a subscription from
himself and some of his fiiends, to supply me with
whatever sums I should want for that purpose, and
named a hundred pounds per annum,. “This large
subscription I declined, lest the discovery of it (by
the use that I should, of course, make of it) should
give umbrage to Lord Shelburne, but I consented
to accept-of 40 £. per annum, which from that time
he regularly paid me, fiom the contribution of him.
self, Sir Theodore Jansen, Mr. Constable, and Sir
George Saville. '

On my leaving Lord Shelburne, which was at- |
tended with the loss of one half of my income, Dr,
Fothergill proposed an enlargement of my allows
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