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PREFACE.

I~ presenting to the public the following collection
of Mr. Pitt’s Speeches, the Editor would persuade
himself  that little apology 1s necessary, either for
the motives which induced him to undertake the
work, or for the plan upon which 1t has been con-
ducted. Animated by an ardent zeal and a lively
veneration for the memory of Mr. Pitt, and anxious
that every vestige of that illustrious statesman’s par-
liamentary career should be recorded as faithfully
as possible, he 'has aimed at accomplishing this
object by all the means that diligent and persevering
research could afford him.

Irom the journals of Debrett and. Woodfall,
and from other public reports of admitted authen-
ticity, the work has. prmmpally derived its mate-
rials. = These, however, have not been the only
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channels, through which intelligence has been re-
ceived. Other sources of more difficult access,
but at the same time of more authoritative inform-
ation, have been consulted, and have contributed
“very valuable assistance: and it has been by col-
lating these various authorities, by detecting the
misrepresentations of some through the avowed
fidelity of others, by discarding errors where they
could be ascertained, and supplying defects where
the means of amendment where within reach, that a
compilation has been formed, not inadequate, it is
hoped, to the expectations of the public. Some
few of the speeches that appear 1n this collection -
underwent the. revision of Mr. Pitt himself’; some
were communicated by respectable members of the
House of Commons froin private notes in their own
possession ; and: of -the remainder, the greater part
has been sanctioned by the .testimony of those,
whose frequent observation of the style and charac-
ter of the speaker enabled them to determine the
degree of accuracy with which, the speeches were
reported.

Whilst the Editor presumes to offer this explana-
tion, as to the merits of the collection in general,
he is sensible that some exceptions must be admit- -
ted. Instances will occasionally occur, in which
his. efforts. will be found unsuccessful ;. where either
the speeches are presented.in an imperfect form,
or where the report of them has been. entirely lost.
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_This is a defect, for which no remedy could be dis-
covered — which the utmost caution has not been
able to prevent, nor the most assiduous mdustry to

supply.

In regulating the size of the work, the impor-
tance of the matter has been always the first object
in view ; nor has the privilege of rejection ever
been resorted to, but in cases where the nature of
the subject seemed to warrant the omission. Kew
readers, it is imagined, will make it ground of com-
plaint, that, on questions of comparatively interior
interest, on local and incidental topics, which in
many instances were discussed rather i the form
of desultory conversation than of serious debate,
the speeches have not been inserted : and to those,
whose curiosity upon points connected with finance
may experience a disappointment in the exclusion
of any of the budget speeches, it may possibly at-
ford some satisfaction to learn that the most cele-
brated of these have been retained —such as, though
perhaps not superior to the others either in clear-
ness of arrangement or precision of detail, exhibit
matter more remarkable for novelty, and abound
with a larger share of general information.

The prefatory and supplemental notes have been
compressed and used as sparingly, as was found
consistent with the necessary illustration of the
subjects to which they refer.
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With these introductory observations it was

deemed expedient to prepare the reader, as to the
nature and execution of the work before him. Of

the exalted character, some portion of whose elo-
quence these pages have attempted to preserve, it
is superfluous to speak. His talents, his patriot-
ism, his virtues, are fresh in the memory of all;
and his country will feel with long and deep regret
its premature loss of them. ¢ Quidquid ex Agri-
cold amavimus, quidquid mirai: sumus, manet man-
surumaque est in animis hominum, in cternitaie tem-
porum, famda rerum. Nam mulios veterum wvelut
inglorios et ignobiles oblivio obruet, Agricola poste-
ritati narratus et traditus, superstes erit.”” ('Taci-
TUS IN AGRIC.)
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RESOLVED,

That, from and after the 5th day of April 1792, the duties now pay.
able on certain inhabited houses, containing less than seven windows or
lichts, charged by an act of the 6th year of the reign of His present
Vajesty, do cease and determine,

ResoLveD,
That, from and after the 5th day of April 1792, one halfpenny in the
pound of the duty upon all candles (except wax and spermaceti can-
dles) do cease and determine,

ORDERED,

That a bill, or bills, be brought in upon the said resolutions; and
that the Earl of Mornington, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr.
Edward James Eliot, the’ Lord Bayham, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Attorney-
General, Mr. Solicitor-General, Mr. Rose, and Mr. Charles Long, do
prepare, and bring in, the same.

And in the committee of the supply on the same day, 1t was resolved
to grant to His Majesty the sum of 400,000/ to be issued and paid to
the governor and company of the Bank of England, to be by them
placed to the account of the commissioners for the reduction of the
national debt.

o — ——

April 2. 1792.

Tue House, after receciving a number of petitions *, praying for the
Abolition of the Slave-trade, resolved itself into a committee of the
whole House, to take the circumstances of the trade into consideration :
— when Mr. Wilberforce moved the following resolution: ¢ That it is
“ the opinion of this committee, that the trade carried on by British
“ subjects, for the purpose of obtaining slaves on the coast of Africa,
“ ought to be abolished.”

Mr. PiTT, at a late hour, rose and addressed the committee as follows:

At this hour of the morning I am afraid, Sir, I am too much
exhausted to enter so fully into the subject before the commit-
tee as I could wish ; but if my bodily strength is in any degree
equal to the task, I feel so strongly the magnitude of this
question, that I am extremely earnest to deliver my sentiments,
which I rise to do with the more satisfaction, because I now look

* The whole number of petitions presented to this day, was five hun-
dred and eight.
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torward to the issue of this business with considerable hopes of
success.

The dcbate has this day taken a turn, which, though it has
produccd a varicty of new suggestions, has, upon the whole,
contracted this question into a much narrower point than it was
ever brought into before.

I cannot say, that I quite agree with the right honourable gen-
tleman over the way*; I am far from deploring all that has been
said by my two honourablc friends.+ I rather rejoice that they
have now brought this subject to a fair issue, that something, at
least, is already gained, and that the question has taken altogether
a new course this mght. Itistrue, a difference of opinion has been
stated, and has been urged with all the force of argument that
could be given to 1it. But give me leave to say, that this difference
has been urged upon principles very far removed from those which
were maintained by the opponents of my honourable friend when
he first brought forward his motion. There are very few of those
who have spoken this night, who have not thought it their duty
to declare their full and entire concurrence with my honourable
friend in promoting the abolition of the slave-trade, as their ulti-
mate object. However we may differ as to the time and manner
of it, we are agreed in the abolition itself; and my honourablc
friends have expressed their agreement in this sentiment with
that sensibility upon the subject, which humanity does most
undoubtedly require. I do not, however, think they yet perceive
what are the necessary consequences of their own concession,
or follow up their own principles to their just conclusion.

The point now in dispute between us, is, a difference merely as
to the period of time, at which the abolition of the slave-trade
ought to take place. I therefore congratulate this House, the
country, and the world, that this great point is gained; that
we may now consider this trade as having received. its condemna-
tion; that its sentence is sealed; that this curse of mankind is
seen by the House in its true light ; and that the greatest stigma

# Mr., Fox. 1+ Mr, Dundas, and the Speaker.
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on our nattonal character which ever yet existed, 1s about to be
removed ! And, Sir, (which is still more important, ) that man-
kind, I trust, in general, are now likely to be delivered from the
orcatest practical evil that ever has afllicted the human race —
from the severest and most extensive calamity recorded 1n the
history of the world !

In proceeding to give my reasons for concurring with my
honourable friend in his motion, I shall necessarily advert to
those topics which my honourable friends near me have touched
upon; and which they stated to be their motives for preferring a
aradual, and, in some degree, a distant abolition of the slave-
trade, to the more immediate and direct measure now proposed
to you. Beginning as I do, with declaring that in this respect I
difter completely from my right honourable friends near me, I
do not, however, mean to say, that I difter as to one observation
which has been pressed rather strongly by them. It they can
shew that their proposition of a gradual abolition is more
likely than ours to secure the object which we have in view —
that by proceeding gradually we shall arrive more speedily at our
. end, and attain it with more certainty, than by a direct vote
numediately to abolish : — 1f’ they can shew to the satisfaction
both of myself and the committee, that our proposition bhas
more the appearance of a speedy abolition than the reality of
it, undoubtedly they will in this case make a convert of me,
and my honourable friend who moved the question; they will
make a convert of every man among us, who looks to this, which
I trust we all do, as a question not to be determined by theore-
tical principles or enthusiastic feelings, but considers the prac-
ticability of the measure — aiming simply to eftect his object in
the shortest time, and in the surest possible manner. .

If, however, I shail be able to shew that our measure pro-
ceeds more directly to its object, and secures it with more cer-
tainty and within a less distant period ; and that the slave-trade
will on our plan be abolished sooner than on his; rhay I not then

hope, that my right honourable friends will be as ready to adopt
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our proposition, as we should in the other case be willing to
accede to theirs?

One of my right honourable friends has stated, that an act
passed here for the abolition of the slave-trade would not
secure I1ts abolition. Now, Sir, I should be glad to know, why au
act of the British legislature, enforced by all those sanctions
which we have undoubtedly the power and the right to apply, 1s
not to be effectual : at least as to every material purpose? Will
not the executive power have the same appointment of the offi-
cers and the courts of judicature, by which all the causes relating
to this subject must be tried, that it has in other cases? Will
there not be the same system of law by which we now maintain a
monopoly of commerce? If the same law, Sir, be applied to
the prohibition of the slave-trade, which 1s applied in the case of
other contraband commerce, with all the same means of the
country to back it, I am at a loss to know why the actual and
total abolition is not likely to be effected in this way, as by
any plan or project of my honourable friends, for bringing about
a gradual termination of it. But my observation is extremely
fortified by what fell from my honourable friend * who spoke last: .
he hes told you, Sir, that if yon will have patience with 1t for a
{ew years, the slave-trade must drop of itself, from the mcreasing
dearness of the commodity imported, and the increasing progress,
on the other hand, of internal population. Isit true, then, that
the importations are so expensive and disadvantageous aiready,
that the internal population is even now becoming a cheaper
resource? I ask then, if you leave to the importer nc means of
importation but by smuggling, and 1f, besides all the present dis-
advantages, you load him with all the charges and hazards of the
smuggler, by taking care that the laws against smuggling are In
this case watchfully and rigorously enforced, is there any danger
of any considerable supply of fresh slaves being poured into the
islands through this channel? And is there any real ground of

fear, because a few slaves may have been smuggled in or out ot
the islands, that a bill will be useless and ineffectual on any such

* Mr. Jenkinson.
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cround? The question under these circumstances will not bear
a dispute.

Perhaps, however, my honourable friends may take up another
around, and say, ¢ It is true your mecasure would shut out

turther importations more immediately; but we do not mean
to shut them out mmmediately. We think 1t right, on grounds
ol general cxpediency, that they should not be immediately
shut out.,” Let us therefore now come to this question of the
expediency of making the abolition distant and gradual, rather
than immediate.

The argument of expediency, in my opinion, like every other
argument Iin this disquisition, will not justify the continuance of
the slave-trade for one unnecessary hour. Supposing it to be
in our power (which I have shewn it 1s) to enforce the prohibi-
tion from this present time, the expediency of doing it is to me
so clear, that 1t I went on this principle alone, I should not feel
a moment’s hesitation. What is the argument of expedicncy
stated on the other side? It is doubted whether the deaths and
births 1 the 1slands are as yet so nearly equal as to ensure the
keeping up of a sufficient stock of labourers : in answer to this, I
took the liberty of mentioning, in a former year, what appeared
to me to be the state of population at that time. My observa-
tions were taken from documents which we have reason to judge
authentic, and which carried on the face of them the conclusions
I then stated ; they were the clear, simple, and obvious result of
a caretul examination which I made into this subject, and any
gentleman who will take the same pains may arrive at the
same degree of satisfaction.

These calculations, however, applied to a period of time that is
now four or five years past. The births were then, in the gene-
ral view of them, nearly equal to the deaths; and, as the state of
population was shewn, by a considerable retrospect, to be regu-
larly increasing, an excess of births must before this time have
taken place.

Another observation has been made as to the disproportion
of the sexes; this, however, is a disparity which existed in any
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material degree only 1n former years ; i1t 1s a disparity of which
the slave-trade has been itself the cause; which will gradually
diminish as the slave-trade diminishes, and must entirely ceasc, if
the trade shall be abolished ; but which, nevertheless, 1s made the
very plea for its contimuance. Ibelieve this disproportion of the
sexes, taking the whole number in the islands, Creole as well as
mmported Africans, the latter of whom occasion all the dispro-
portion, is not now by any means considerable.

But, Sir, I also shewed, that the great mortality which turned
the balance so as to make the deaths appear more numerous than
the births, arose too from the imported Africans, who die m
extraordinary numbers In the seasoning. If, therefore, the
tmportation ot negroes should cease, every one of the causes of
mortality which I have now stated, would cease also.  Nor can
I conceive any reason why the present nwmnber of labourers
should not maintain itself m the West Indies, except it be from
some artific’al cause, some fault m the islands ; such as the im-
policy of their governors, or the cruclty of the managers and
officers whom they employ.

I will not reiterate all that I said at that time, or go through
island by i1sland. It 1s true, there is a difference in the ceded
islands ; and I state them possibly to be, in some respects, an
excepted case. But, iIf we are to enter into the subject of the
mortality in clearing new lands, this, Sir, is undoubtedly another
question ; the mortality here is tenfold ; and this i1s to be con-
sidered, roc as the carrying on of a trade, but as the setting on
foot of a slave-trade for the purpose of peopling the colony; a
measure which I think will not now be maintained. I therefore
desire gentlemen to tell me fairly, whether the period they look
to is not now arrived 7 Whether, at this hour, the West Indies
may not be declared to have actually attained a state in which
they can maintain thcir population? and upon the answer I
must necessarily receive, I think I could safely rest the whole
of the question.

One honourable gentleman has rather ingeniously observed that
one or other of these two assertions of ours, must necessarily be
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false: that either the population must be decreasing, which we
deny ; or if the population is increasing, that the slaves must be
perfectly well treated, (thisbeing the cause of such population,)
which we deny also. That the population is rather increasing
than otherwise, and also that the general treatment is by no
means so good as it ought tobe, are both points which have been
separately proved by different evidences ; nor are these two points
so entirely incompatible. The ill treatment must be very great
indeed, in order to diminish materially the population of any
race of people. That it is not so extremely great as to do this,
I willadmit. I will even admit, if you please, that this charge
may possibly have been sometimes exaggerated ; and I certainly
think, that it applies less and less as we come nearer to the
~ present times.

But, let us see how this contradiction of ours, as it is thought,
really stands, and how the explanation of it will completely settle
our minds on the point in question. Do the slaves diminish in
numbers? It can be nothing butill treatment that causes the di-
minution. This ill treatment the abolition must and will restrain.
In this case, therefore, we ought to vote for the abolition. On
the other hand, Do you choose to say that the slaves clearly in-
crease in numbers ? Then you want no'importations, and, in this
case also, you may safely vote for the abolition. Or, if you choose
to say, as the third and only other case which can be put, and
which perhaps is the nearest to the truth, that the population is
nearly stationary, and the treatment neither so bad nor so good
as it miglmt be ; then surely, Sir, it will not be denied, that this of
all others is, on each of the two grounds, the proper period for
stopping further supplies : for your population, which you own is
already stationary, will thus be made undoubtedly to Increase
from the births ; and the good treatment of your present slaves,
which I am now supposing lsbqt very moderate, willbe necessarily
improved also by the same measure of abolition, I say, therefore,
that these propositions, contradictory as they may be represented,
are in truth not at all inconsistent, but even come in aid of each
other, and lead to a conclusion that is decisive. And let it he

VOL. I. B B
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always remembcred, that in this branch of my argument I have
only In view the well-being of the West Indies, and do not now
ground any thing on the African part of the question.

But, Sir, I may carry these observations respecting the islands
much further. It is within the power of the colonists, (and is
it not then their indispensable duty ?) to apply themselves to the
correction of those various abuses by- which population-is re-
strained. The most important consequences may be expected
to attend colonial regulations for this- purpose. With the im-
provemeént of internal population, the condition of every negro
will improve also; his liberty will advance, or at least he will be
approaching to a state-of -liberty. Nor can you increase the
happiness, or extend to the freedom of the negro, without adding
" in an equal dcgree to the safety of the islands, and of all their
inhabitants. Thus, Sir, 'in the place of slaves, who hatura]ly
have aninterest directly opposite to that of their masters, and
are therefore viewed by. them with an eye of constant ‘suspicion,
you will create a body of valuable citizens and subjects, forming a
part of the same community, having a common mterest with their
superiors, in the security and prosperity of the whole.

'And here let me add, that in proportfon as you increase the
happiness of these unfortunate beings, you will undoubtedly
increase'in‘effect the quantity of their labour also. Gentlemen
tatk ‘of the’diminution of the labour of the islands ! I will venture
to assert, that, even if in 'conseqilence'b'f'the abolition there were
‘to'be some 'decrease’in the nuhiber ‘of hands,’the quantlty of
work done, supposmg the ~condition ‘of ‘the'slaves tomprove,
‘wolild by no means dltidinish in the same proportion ; perhaps
‘would'bé’ fa¥ from ' diilfiishing at all. ° ' For-if you restore, to! this
degraded racé the'tue'feelings of mén ;' if ‘you “take thent out
from' amdng the order o‘f'ﬁ‘:‘dtes, ghd place‘ them' on & level with
‘the rest ‘of thé ‘Human spedies ; {they“wm‘theﬁ work with that
“Midrgy ‘which’ is natursl ‘to nien, dnd'their labour will'be pro-
ductive;" il d ‘thousand ‘ways, above What it has yet-been; as the
‘Yabour ‘of a maii 15 always more productive than that of g mere
brute. S
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It generally happens, that in every bad cause some information
arises out of the evidence of its defenders themselves, which
serves to expose in one part-or other the weakness of their
defence. It is the characteristic of such a cause, that if it be
at all gone into, even by its own supporters, 1t is liable to be
ruined by. the contradictions in which those who maintain it are
for ever involved.

The .committee of the privy council of Great Britain sent over
certain queries to the West-India islands, with a view of cluci-
dating the present subject; and.they particularly inquired,
whether the negroes had any days or hours allotted to them, In
whieh they might work for themselves. The assemblies, in their
answers,; with an air of great satisfaction state the labour of the
slaves. to be moderate, and the ‘West-India system to be well
calculated to promote the domestic happiness of the slaves: -
they add, ¢ that proprietors are not compelled by law to allow
their slaves any part of the six working days of the week for
themselves, but that it 1s the general practice to allow them one
afternoon:in every. week out of crop time, which, with such
hours asthey choose to work on Sundays, 1s time amply sufficient
for their. own purposes:” now, therefere, will the negroes, or 1
may rather say, do the negroes work for.their own emolument ?
I beg the committee’s. attention to this pomt: .. the assembly of
Grepada proceeds to state —I have their own words for it —
« that though the negroes are .allowed, the afternoons of gnly
one day in every week, they will do ag much work in that after-
noon, when employed far their own beneﬁt, as in the whole day
when employed in.their masters’ service.” S

. Now, Sir, I will desire you to bum all my calculations ; to dlS-
believe, 1f you please, eyery ward ] have said on the present state
of population . mayy1.%ill admit, for:the sake of srgument, that
the numbers ate decreasing, and thq productive labour at present
insufficient for the cultivation of those countries: and I.will then
ask,” whether. ther inereaseiin. the, quantity-.of Jlgbour which is
reasonably to be expected from the improved.condition of the
slaves, is not, by the admission of the islands themselves, by their
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admission not merely of an argument but a fact, far more than
sufficient to counterbalance any decrease which can be rationally
apprehended from a defective state of their population Why,
Sir, a negro, if he works for himself, and not for a master, will
do double work! This 1s their own account. If you will believe
the planters, if you will believe the legislature of the islands,
the productive labour of the colonies would, in case the negroes
worked as free labourers instead of slaves, be literally doubled.
Half the present labourers, on this supposition, would suffice
for the whole cultivation of our isiands on the present scale. I
therefore confidently ask the House, whether, in considering the
whole of this question, we may not fairly look forward to an
improvement in the condition of these unhappy and degraded
beings, not only as an event desirable on the ground of humanity
and political prudence, but also as a means of increasing very
considerably indeed, (even without any increasing population,)
the productive industry of the islands ?

When gentlemen are so nicely balancing the past and future
means of cultivating the plantations, let me request them to put
this argument into the scale ; and the more they consider it, the
more will they be satisfied, that both the solidity of the principle
which I have stated, and the fact which I have just quoted in the
very words of the colonial legislature, will bear me out in every
inference I have drawn. I think they will perceive also, that it
is the undeniable duty of this House, on the grounds of true
policy, immediately to sanction and:carry into effect that system
which ensures these important advantages; in addition to all
those other inestimable blessings which follow in their train.

If, therefore, the argument of expediency, as applying to the
West-India islands, 18 the test by which this question is to be
tried, I trust I have now established this ‘proposition, namely,
that whatever tends most speedily and effectually to meliorate
the condition of the slaves, is undoubtedly on the ground of
expediency, leaving justice out of the question, the main object
to bepursued. —

That the immediate abolition of the slave-trade will most emi-



1792. ] PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 373

nently have this effect, and that it is the only measure from which
this effect can in any considerable degreebe expected, are points
to which I shall presently come; but before I enter upon them,
let me notice one or two further circumstances.

We are told (and by respectable and well-informed persons)
that the purchase of new negroes has been injurious instead of
profitable to the planters themselves; so large a proportion of
these unhappy wretches being found to perish in the seasoning.
Writers well versed in this subject have even advised that, in order
to remove the temptation which the slave-trade offers to expend
large sums in this injudicious way, the door of importation
should be shut.— This very plan which we now propose, the
mischief of which is represented to be so great as to outweigh

s¢ many other momentous considerations, has actually been
 recommended by some of the best authorities, as a plan highly
requisite to be adopted on the very principle of advantage to
the island ; nay, not merely on that principle of general and poli-
tical advantage on which I have already touched, but for the ad-
ventage of the very individuals who would otherwise be most
forward in purchasing slaves. On the part of the West-Indians
it is urged, “ The planters are in debt; they are already dis-
tressed ; if you stop the slave-trade, they wilt be ruined.” Mr.
Long, the celebrated historian of Jamaica, recommends the
stopping of importations, as a receipt for enabling the planta-
tions which are embarrassed to get out of debt. 1 will quote his
words. Speaking of the usurious terms on which money 1s often
borrowed for the purchase of fresh slaves, he advises ¢ the lay-
ing of a duty equal to a prohibition on all negroes imported for
the space of four or five years, except for re-exportation. - - Such
a law,” he proceeds to say, ¢“ would be attended with the follow-
ing good consequences. It would put an immediate stop to these
extortions; it would enable the planter to retrieve his affairs by
preventing him from running in debt, either by renting or pur-
chasing negroes ; it would render such recruits less necessary, by
the redoubled care he would be obliged to take of his present
stock, the preservation of their lives and health: and lastly, i
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would raise the value of negroes .in the island, — A North.-
- American province, by this prohibition alone for a few years,
from being deeply plunged in debt, has become independent,
rich, and flourishing.”

On this authority of Mr.Long I rest the question, whether
the prohibition of further importations is that rash, impolitic,
and completely ruinous measure, which it is so confidently de-
clared to be with respect to our West-Indian plantations.

I do not, however, mean, in thus treating this branch of the

subject, absolutely to exclude the question of indemnification on
the supposition of possible disadvantages affecting -the West-
Indies through the abolition of the slave-trade. But when gen-
tlemen set up a claim of compensation merely on those general
allegations, which are all‘that I have yet heard from them, Iican
only answer, let them produce their case in a distinct and spe-
cific torm'; and'if upon any practicable or reasonable grounds it
shall claitn consideration, it will then be time enough for parlia-
ment'to:dedide upon:it.
- Inowcéme'to another circumstance of great weight, connected
with tliis part of ‘the question. I mean the danger to which the
islands ‘are ‘exposed from those negroes who are newly imported.
This, Sir, like the observation which I lately made, is no mere
speculation of ours; for here again I refer-you to Mr. Long, the
historian of Jamaica. He treats particularly of the dangers-te
be dreaded from the introduction -of Coromantine:negroes; an
appellation under which are comprised several descriptions of
negroes obtained on the Gold Coast, whose nativé country is not
exactly Known; and who are purchased in a variety of markets,
having been brought from some.distant inland. -'With a view of
preventing ‘msurrections, he advises, that ‘“by a layinc a duty
equal to: a prohibition, mo more’ of* these Coromantines- should
he bought ;” and ‘after:hoticing one inslirrection which-happened
thraugh theit‘means; he tels ‘'yau :of! anotherin: the: following
year; “in whiehi - thitty-thtde -€oromantines; inost of whom-had
been'newly imported, suddeily résej'and in the spicéofidn hour
murdeted and woundedrmo-less than nineteen swhite perbons.” .-
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To the authority. of Mr. Long, both in this and ather parts of
his work, I may add the recorded opinion of the committeq.of
the house. of assembly of Jamaica itself; who, in consequence of
a rebellion. among.the slaves, were appointed to- enquire. into. the
best means of preventing future insurrections. The committee
reported, ¢ That the rebellion. had originated. (like moss:or all
others):with the Coromantines; and they proposed: that a bill
should be brought in for laying a higher duty on the importation
of these particular negroes,’ which was intended:to operate. as.a
prohibition. ,

But the danger is not confined to the importation. of Coro-
mantines. Mr. Long, carefully investigating as he -does the
causes of such frequent insurrections, particularly at Jamaica,
accounts for them from the greatness of its general importations.
‘“ In two years and a half,” says he, ¢ 27,000 negroes have been
imported. - - No wonder we have rebellions! Twenty-s¢ven
thousand in two years and a half}” Why, Sir, I believe that.in
some late years there have been as many imported into the same
island within the same period! Surely, Sir, when gentlemen
talk: so vehemently of the safety of the islands, and.charge us
with being so indifferent te-it; when they speak of the calamities
of St. Pomingo, and of similar dangers impending ower their
own heads at the present hour, it il becomes.them to be the
persons who are crymng out for further importations. It ill be-
comes them to charge upon us the crime of stirring up insurrec-
tions —- upon us who are only adopting the very.principles, which
Mr. Long, which in part even the legislature of Jamnica itself,
laid down i the time of danger, with an avowed view to .the
prevention of any such calamity.

The House, I am sure, will easily believe it i no small .satis.
faction to me, that among the:ma;:y arguments for prohibiting
the slave-trade which crowd upon iny mind, the secuwity of our
West-India possessions ggainst internal commotiops, as well. as.
foreign enemies, is among the most promment and most forcible.
And here let me apply to my two right honourable fviends,  and
ask them, whether in this part of the argument they do not see
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reason for immediate abolition! Why should you any longer

import into those countries.that which is the very seed of insur-

rection and rebellion?. Why should you persist in introducing
those latent principles of conflagration, which, if they should
once burst forth, may annihilate in a single day the industry of
an hundred years? Why will you subject yourselves, with open
eyes, to the evident and imminent risk of a calamity, which may

throw you back a whole century in your profits, in your cultiva-
tion, in your progress to the emancipation of your slaves? and,

disappointing at once every one of those golden expectations,

may retard not only the accomplishment of that happy system

which I have attempted to describe, but may cut off even your

opportunity of taking any one introductory step? Let us begin

from this tiine! Let us not commit these important interests to

any further hazard! Let us prosecute this great object from this

very hour! Let us vote that the abolition of the slave-trade

shall be immediate, and not left to I know net what future time

or contingency! Will my right honourable friends answer for

the safety of the islands during any imaginable intervening period?
Or do they think that any little advantages of the kind which

they state, can have any weight in that scale of expediency in

which this great question ought undoubtedly to be tried ? |

Thus stated, and thus alone, Sir, can it be truly stated, to

what does the whole of my right honourable friend’s arguments,

on the head of expediency, amount? It amounts but to this: —

the colonies on the one hand would have to struggle with some

few difficulties and disadvantages at the first, for the sake of ob-

taining on the other hand immediate security to their leading

interests ; of ensuring, Sir, even. their own political existence;

.and for the sake also of immediately commencing that system

of progressive improvement in the condition of the slaves, which

is necessary to raise them from the state of brutes to that of
rational beings, but which never can begin until the introduction

~of these new disaffected and dangerous Africans into the same

gangs, shall have been stopped. |

If any argument can .in the slightest degree justify the seve-
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rity that is now so generally practised in the treatment of the
slaves, it must be the introduction.of these Africans, It is the
introduction of these Africans that renders all idea of emanci-
pation for the present so chimerical ; and the very mention of
it so dreadful, It is the introduction of these Africans that
keeps down the condition of all plantation-negroes. Whatever
system of treatment is deemed necessary by the planters to be
adopted towards these new Africans, extends itself to the other
slaves also. Instead therefore of deferring the hour when you
will finally put an end to importations, vainly purposing that
the condition of your present slaves should previously be
mended, you must, in the very first instance, stop your impor-
tations, if you hope to introduce any rational or practicable
plan, either of gradual emancipation, or present general im-
provement. .

Having now done with this question of expediency as affecting
the islands, I come next to a proposition advanced by my right
honourable friend #*, which appeared to intimate, that on account
of some patrimonial rights of the West-Indians, the prohibition
of the slave-trade might be considered as an invasion on their
legal inheritance:

Now, in answer to this proposition, I must make two or
three remarks, which I think my right honourable friend will
find some considerable difficulty in answering. — First, I observe
that his argument, if it be worth any thing, applies just as much
to gradual as immed:iate abolition. I have no doubt, that at
whatever period he should be disposed to say the abolition
should actually take place, this defence will equally be set up;
for it certainly is just as good an argument against an abolition
seven, or seventy years hence, as against an abolition at this mo-
ment. It supposes, we have no right whatever to stop the im-
portations ; and even though the disadvantage to our plantations,
which some gentlemensuppose toattend the measure of immediate
abolition, should be admitted gradually to lessen by the lapse of

- % Mr. Dundas.
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a few years, yet in point of prirciple thie absence of all right of
interference would remadin -the same. My right honourable
friend, therefore, I amsure will not -press.an-argument not less
hostile'to his' proposition than to ours. Bat let us investigate
the- foundation of this' objection, and I'will commence what I
have' to say, by putting a question to my right honourable friend.

It 1is chieflf on the presumed ground of our being bound by a
parliamentary sanction heretofore given to the African slave-
trade, that this argument against the abolition is rested. Does
theh my right honourable friend, or does any man in this House
think, that the slave-trade has received any such parliamentary
sanction, as must place it more out of the jurisdiction of the
legislature'for ever after, than the other branclies of our national
commerce ? I asx, is there any one regulation of any part of
our commerce, which, 1f this argument be valid, may not
equally be objected to, on the ground of its affecting some man’s
patrimony, some man’s property, or some man’s expectations ?
Let it never be forgotten, that the -argument I am cinvassing
would be just as strong, if the possession affected were small,
and the possesgors humble; for on every printiple of justice,
the property of any single individual, or small number of indi-
viduals, is as sacred, as that of the great body of West-Indians.
Justice ought to exterd her protection with rigid impartiality'to
the rich and to theé poor, to the powerful' and' to the humble.
If this be the cdsé; in what a situation does rny right Hénourable
friend”s &r gumient place the legislature of Britain 2 Vhat rodm
is left for their interferénce in the regulation of any part of our
commerce? It is scarcely possible to lay # duty en amy one
article, which may not, when first inposed, be said in somé veay
to affiét the property of individuals, and even of seme entire
classes 6f the comtfifinity. : If the liws réepecting the dlave-
tra&é‘miply d dontratt for its perpefisl éonthtapnee, 1 will ven-
turd €0 say, thete QUes Aot pds & yeut withions st aot, eqaully
plédglilg ‘thé faith- of partiiméne to-0ie perpdtumting of some
other branch of commerce. In short, I repeat my observation,
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that no new tax can be imposed, much less can any prohibitory
duty beé ever laid on any branch of trade, that has before been
regulated by parliament, if this principle be once admitted.

Before I refer to theacts of parliament by which the public
faith is said:to be.pledged, let me remark also, that a contract
for the continuance of the slave-trade must, on the principles
which I shall presently insist on, have been void, even from the
beginning ; for if this trade is an outrage upon justice, and
only another name for fraud, robbery, and murder, — will any
man urge that the legislature could possibly by any pledge
whatever incur the obligation of being an accessory, or I may
cven say & principal, in the commission of such enormities, by
sanctioning their countenance? As well might an individual think
himself bound by a promise to commit an assassination. 1 am
confident, gentlemen must see,’ that our proceedings on such
grounds would infringe all the principles of law, and subvert
thé. very foundation of morality.

Let s now see, how far the acts’' themselves shew that there
is .this sort of parliamentary pledge to continue the African
slave-trade. The act of 23d Geo.1l. c..81. i3 that by which
we: are supposed to be bound up. by contract to sanction -all
thosé horrors now so incontrovertibly proved. How surprised
then, Sir, - must the: House be to find; that by a clause of their
very act, some of these outrages are expressly forbidden! It
says, ¢ No commander, or master of a ship, trading to Africa,
shall by fraud, forcé, or vielence, or by any indirect practice
whatsoever, take.on board .or carry away from the coast of
Afrioa, any negroy or native of the s2id.country, or commi{ any
violénce on thé natives, to the prejudice.of. the said trade, and
that every ferson so:offending shall.fod every.such offence
forféit”=— When it comes to'the penalty, sorry.am I to say, that
wé see too tlose.a: resemblance to the. West-India law, which in-
flicts  the payment of:80L ds the puhishment for murdering a
negro. - Theé Price -of blood in: Africa is. 1000, ; but even. this
penalty is erough-to-prove that thie uct at Ibast does frot:fanction,
much less:-does it engitpe to perpetudte émotmitiés; and the
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whole trade has now been demonstrated to be a mass, a system
of enormities ; of enormities which incontrovertibly bid defiance
not only to this clause but to every regulation which our
ingenuity can devise, and our power carry into effect. Nothing
can accomplish the object of this clause but an extinction of the
trade itself.

But, Sir, let us see what was the motive for carrying on the
trade at all? The preamble of the act states it, — ¢ Whereas
the trade to and from Africa is very advantageous to Great
Britain, and necessary for the supplying the plantations and
colonies thereunto belonging with a sufficient number of negroes
at reasonable rates, and for that purpose the said trade should
be carried on,” &c.— Here then we see what the parliament had
in view when it passed this act; and I have clearly shewn that
not one of the occasions on which it grounded its proceedings
now exists. I may then plead, I think, the very act itself as
an argument for the abolition. If it is shewn, that instead of
being ‘¢ very advantageous” to Great Britain, this trade is the
most destructive that can well be imagined to her interests;
that it is the ruin of our seamen ; that it stops the extension of
our manufactures; if it is proved in the second place that it is
not now necessary for the ¢ supplying our plantations with ne-
aroes;’ if it 18 further established that this traffick was from the
very beginning contrary to the first principles of justice, and
consequently that a pledge for its continuance, had one been
attempted to have been given, must have been completely and
absolutely void ;~—where then in this actaof parliament is the con-
tract to be found, by which Britain is bound as she 1s said to be,
never to listen to her own true interests, and to the cries of the
natives of Africa? Isitnot clear that all argument, founded on
the supposed pledged faith of parliament, makes against. those
who employ it? I refer you to the principles which obtain in other
cases. Every trade-act shews undoubtedly that the legislature
is used to pay-a tender regard to all classes of the community.
But if for the sake of moral duty, of national honour, or even

of great political advantage, it is thought right, by authority of
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parliament, to alter any long-established system, parliament ig
competent todo it. The legislature will undoubtedly be careful
to subject individuals to as little inconvenience as possible ; and
if any peculiar hardship should arise, that can be distinctly
stated, and fairly pleaded, there will ever, I am sure, be a liberal
feeling towards them in the legislature of this country, which is
the guardian of all who live under its protection. On the
present occasion, the most powerful considerations call upon us
to abolish the slave-trade: and if we refuse to attend to them
on the alleged ground of pledged faith and contract, we shall
depart as widely from the practice of parliament, as from the
path of moral duty. If indeed there 1s any case of hardship,
which comes within the proper cognizance of parliament, and
calls for the exercise of its liberality,—well ! But such a case
must be reserved for calm consideration, as a matter distinct

from the present question,

1 beg pardon for dwelling so long on the argument of expe-
diency, and on the manner in which it affectz the West-Indies.
I have been carried away by my own feelings on some of these
~pointsinto a greater length than I intended, especially considering
how fully the subject has been already argued. The result of
all I have said, is, that there exists no impediment, no obstacle,
no shadow of reasonable objection on the ground of pledged
faith, or even on that of national expediency, to the abolition of
this trade. On the contrary, all the arguments drawn from
those sources pleaded for it; and they plead much more loudly,
and much more strongly in every part of the question, for an
immediate than for a gradual abelition.

But now, Sir, I come to Africa. That is the ground on which
I rest, and here it is that I say my right honourable friends do
not carry their principles to their full extent. Why ought the
slave-trade to be abolished ? Because 1t 18 incurable injustice.
How much stronger -then is the argument for immediate than -
gradu:! abolition? By allowing it to. continue even for one
hour, do nst my right honourable friends weaken — do not they
desert, thei: own argument of its injustice ?-- If on the ground
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of injustice it ought to be abolished at last, why ought 1t not
now? Why is injustice to be suffered to remain for a single
hour? From what I hear without doors, it is evident that there
is a general conviction entertained of its being.far from just:
and from that very conviction of its injustice, some men have
been led, I -fear, to the supposition, that the slave-trade never
could have, been, permitted to begin, but from some strong and
irrcsistible necessity ; a necessity, however, which, if it was
fancicd to exist at first, I have shewn cannot be thought by any
man whatever to exist now. This plea of necessity, thus pre-
sumed, and presumed, as I suspect, from the.circumstance of
injustice itself, has caused a sort of acquiescence m .the conti-
nuance of this evil. Men have been led to place it among the
rank of those necessary evils, which are supposed to be the lot of
human creatures, and to be permitted to fall upon some coun-
tries or individuals, rather than upon others, by that Being,
whose ways are inscrutable to us, and whose dispensations, it
is. conceived,, we ought not to look into. The origin of evil
is.indeed a.subject beyond the reach of human understandings;
and. the permission of it by the Supreme Being, is a.subject
into; which, it belongs not .to us to enquire. But where the
evil in’ question.is a:;moral eyil which a man can scrutinise,
and where. that, moral evil has its origin with. ourselves, let us
not imagine that we can clear our consciences by this general,
not.ito say:irxeligious and mmpious way of laying aside the ques-
tion, If we xeflect at al] on this subject, we 1must see that every
necessary. evil, supposes that some other and greater evil would
be incurred were it removed ; ‘I therefore desire to ask, what
can be.that;;greater evil, which can be stated to overbglance
theona in,giestion ? — 1 knpw of no evil that ever has: existed,
nor .cancimggine .any. .evil.to- exist,: worse than-the tearing..of
.seventy .or,gightyi thousand, persons. annually from their native
Jand, byt a.combivation .of the most civilized nations, .jpbabiting
the wmost, enlighténed:part rof, the.globe; but.mare. especially
under.-the sanction. of the laws of. that nation: which - calls
herself the most free, and: the most happy, of them all.  Evenif
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these miserable beings were proved guilty of every crime berore
you take them off, (of which however not a single proof is
adduced,) ought.we to take upon ourselves the office of execu-
tioners ¢ . And .even .if we condescend.so far, still can we be
justified in taking them,. unless we have clear proof that they
are criminals ?

“But 1f*we go much farther, —if we ourselves tempt them to
sell their:fellow-creatures to us, we:.may rest assured, that they
will take care to provide by every method, by kidnapping, by
village-breaking, by. unjust wars, -by iniquitons condemnations,
by rendering - Africa: a scene of bloodshed and:misery, a supply
of victims increasing in .proportion .to. our demand. : Can we
then hesitate:in deciding ‘whether..the wars in..Africa are their
wars. or ‘ours ¢ hIt was our:arms.in the river- Cameéroon.put into
the hands of ‘the trader, that furnished him.with:the means.of
pushing: . his trade ;:and I have .no more doubt that they.are
British' arms,. put-into ‘the hands . of : Africans, which : promote
universal war.and desolation, than I can doubt:their having done
so in-that individual instance.

I haveishewn how great is-the enormityuof:this evil, even én
the supposition that'we take only. convicts and priseners. of war.
But take the subject: in: the other. way; -take it oh the grounds
stated: -by the'right honourable .gentlemen over the: way:; :and
how vdoes:itpstand? : Think -of : E1IGHTY. THOUSAND . persoirs
carried-away out of:their.country by we.know not.what means !
for crimeb imputed ! for light or inconsiderable faults ! for. debt
perhaps b for ithe: crime. of :witchcraft !'+:orc a.«thousand- iother
weak and-scandalous-pretexts ! - besides-all ithes fraud ‘and;kid-
napping, -the villanies -and ' perfidy, . by which- the islave-trade
is supplied. b Reflect:on these eighty-thousand persons thus sn-
nually:taken 6ff! - There is something in the horror of it, that
sufpasses all' the'bounds tof imagination. -~ Admitting that there
éxists -in “Africa somephing like to- courtsiof. justice ; -yet what
an-office of -husiiliation: and meanness- ig it ih usj* to take.upon
ourgelves to carry.into execution- the--partial, ~she cruel, ini-
quitous sentences of such courts, as if we also were strangers
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to all religion, and to the first principles of justice! But that
country, it is said, has been in some degree civilised, and civil-
ised by us. It is said they have gained some knowledge of
the principles of justice. What, Sir, have they gained principles
of justice from us? Their civilisation brought about by us!!
Yos, we give them enough of our intercourse to convey to them
the means, and to initiate them in the study of mutual destruc-
tion. We give them just enough of the forms of justice to en-
able them to add the pretext of legal trials to their other modes
of perpetrating the most atrpcious iniquity, We give them just
enough of European improvements, to enable them the more
effectually to turn Africa into a ravaged wilderness. Some evi-
dences say, that the Africans are addicted to the practice of
gambling ; that they even sell their wives and children, and
ultimately themselves. Are these then the legitimate sources of
slavery ? Shall we pretend that we can thus acquire an honest
right to exact the labour of these people 7 Can we pretend
that we have a right to carry away to distant regions, men  of
whom we know nothing by authentic enquiry, and of whom
there is every reasonable presumption to think, that those who
sell them to us, have no right to do so? But the evil does not
sf0p here. I feel that there is not time for me to make all
the remarks which the subject deserves, and I refrain from
attempting to enumerate half the dreadful consequences of this
gystem. Do you think nothing of the ruin and the miseries in
which so many other individuals, still remaining in Africa, are
involved in consequence of carrying off so many myriads of
people ? Do you think nothing of their families which are left
behind ? of the connections which are broken ? of the friendships,
attachments, and relationships that are burst asunder? Do you
think nothing of the miseries in consequence, that are felt from
generation to generation? of the privation of that happiness
which might be communicated to them by the introduction of
civilisation, and of mental and moral improvement? A happi-
ness which you withhold from them so long as you permit the
slave-trade to continue. What do you yet know of the internal
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state ‘'of Africa?” You ’have carried ‘oh ‘a trade- to that quartel
of the'globe frotti “this¢iviliséd and enhghtenedjcountrju ‘but
suclia trade, that} instead bf diffusing éither knowledge or wéalth,

it has'been' the chéck 6 E'ébry laudable pursuxt ‘Instead of any
fair mieré'lrahge of:commédities’; mstead of conveying'to them,
from ki3 highly Fivolred Iand, any-mieans of m‘npwvemEnt you
carry With 5‘50 thut'noxious plant by whichevéry thing i withered
and-blagted’;’ under whose:shatle “nothing: that' is uséful or pro-
fitablé to A fricawill *ever fldurish of take root: - ’Loﬁg- a5 that
contibient: “Ha§ Feen: kndw to navigators; -thé extretne lie “ahd
boudayies-of its eoasts is-all'with- ‘which ‘Edrope: is yét beconie
acqugitéd; while'dther couiitries in the'samié parallel of tatitulle,

th roﬁg‘&hb appiér systein 6f intercourse, hive reaped the bféssm*g‘é
of Himuitially Bedhichilottitiierie. - But-4d to the: whole interior.
of thit &oitinent your aréf'by yot own’ prificiples-of Comimerce;

as'yet éhﬁrély ‘sHuf out ‘Africais’ known tov ol onfy in’its'skfrts.

Yét ‘even’thére you dre-able’t6 infuse a i‘)dmon ‘that’ spreﬂ&s‘*:ta
contagious ' effects‘fofix/ble ‘end of ‘it-to thé other, which ‘pen‘e

trites to'itavery centre, corrupting everypest- -towhich xtfeébhes

Yot thetd subvért the whilé ‘order of naturs “you *aggi*abate
EVETY’ tfatur&l*'Barbarrty, dnd Furnish' 1o every m.an living' ‘onthat
cdﬁtm’éﬁt’ motives ¥or t:ommnitmg, uiidet the name andpl‘ét‘ext of
cbmnie;d'é;’hcts éf p’éfbetual wolence and perﬁ&y agaiﬁstf His

nelghhéur. o e eonnd dnby oo
Thus, :SiF, - h&s the pervérsmh of Britléh Commereed carried’

misery’ ‘ifistéad Of - happuiess«*éo one'wheéle quatter *df’ the glbbe.

Falge tﬁ“the #éfy irﬁ'lnciﬂhﬁ dfl tfade ﬂlﬂgm&ed; 18 out: pO].fc ,
antl* uniaiRafal  of ur dsty;-what: ‘astonishiRg L had “alinose

said"whiat méﬁhm&ie -#iikchief, have” we broaght "apow ‘that'
contifient? ~1 would applyahiatholijhie t the: prisetaqidstion..
How shalp w‘é’e#er‘ repifiFithis misehier®: How bhalbwhy: “hope-
to’ obtin} if it beTJOSBibIé; fobgiveneds "o Bledven fof those”
enorrious évild wé Kave chidhnitted; ' If wé refuds o minke use’ of
thoge means vﬂhch ’the’hié?d}v‘ of: Prbﬂdeﬁéé‘ﬁatﬁ 561 veseived to”
us for wipmg away the gkt dhid shané with Whighi!Wwe ate now’
covered? If we Ei'efué’é evén 'thig degree of'corsBensation;. if,

vOL. 1. | CC
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knowing the miseries we haye caused, we refuse gyen npw tg put
# §top . tg them, how greptly sggravated will be. the.,guilf of
Great Britpin ! apd what & bigt will; the history of these trans-
8etiqgs, fay eyer bg jp the history of this gpyntry! Shall wethen
DELAY to repair these wnjuries, and .tg hegin rendering this
jatice to Atriegs  Shall we nat count the days and heuss that
gre suffered to interveps and to delgy the accomplishmept of
such g wark 2 Reflgct, whas an immense objeet is before you —
what an ohigct far g ngtion to hayg in view, gnd tq haye & pre:
spect, undgr the favaur.of Proyidence, of being now. permitted to
attain ! 1 think the Heuse will agree with me in cherishing the
ardent wigh to enter without delav.upen the measures negesssry
for these gregs ends: gnd I Lam sure. that.the immediate abelision
of the slavgstyade is the first, the principal, the. most. indispen-
sable act. of-policy, of duty, and of justice, that the legislature of °
this country has tq take, if it is indged their wish to secure those
important. obijects: $p.which 1 have alluded, spd mh&cb e are
baund to pursue by the most solemn abligations. . -

- There is, howeyer, one srgument sat up 83 ﬂEW‘IBHFLﬂEBW@F
tn exery thipg that gen be urged. on our. side; wigther we address
qurselves to: gentlgroen’s woderstandings, or: te- tHeir beayts and
conscienees.. . bt is necessary 1 shauld romove this formigable ob-
Jectlgn > fo,r ;hg%b oL %Oﬁ.ﬂn_, stated in dl%‘i’lnﬁ tmx& If@#’i A% '5
one which has a very wide influence. The slave-trade system,
it is supposeds. -bgs taken 0 .deep vept in, Africp,. that it is
absurd to. think .of ifs. Reing. esadicated 4 and the-abalitien of
that sharg. of: trade, cexvied an; by Orgst -Britgin (and: espe:
cially if hex ¢xampla.is nat;followed, by, athes pawess), is liksly
ta he afo yory litsle, sesvics.. - Givg imedea¥st 1o $0%, IR, ROSKEr
to 50 AUAGATONS;AB ATGHMEANE, hek! We anght.. 89, be eximely
syre indead. of wihm assumplion. e whigh: it Festsy. bafore. we
venmrq "01 fffhﬁiqna M Vmwwofﬁtﬁ%énﬂ%‘édﬁ *at{ :&.nnﬁvr\l-
which g oureavas consubate ta inflics.is ingrsablg, angd on it
very plas: sefgae 49, fesish from Berring auc RREE, 0. the gystem
which: produgesiif-. - Yo S48 mAb 8R5e it: is. saids shas; other
nations. will.gixe uR. e $58de; -if Yo, shewld. anncq s'; 1
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answer, if this trade 13 as criminal as it is asserted to be, or
if it has in it a thousandth part of the criminality, which I
and others, after thorough investigation of the subject, charge
upon it, God forbid-that we should hesitate in determinihy to
relinquish so iniquitous a traffic, even though it should be
retained by other countries! God forbid, however, that we should
fail to do our utmost towards inducing other countries to aban-
don a blcody commerce which they have probably been in
great measure led by our example to pursue! God forbid,
that we should be capable of wishing to arrogate to ourselves
the glory of being singular in renouncing it | B

I tremble at the thought of gentlemen’s indulging themselves
in this argument (an argument as pernicious as it is futile} which
I am combating. ¢ We are friends,” say they, * to humanity.
We are second to none of yau in our zeal for the good of Afiica,
— hut the French will not ebolish, — the Dutch will not abolish.
We wait, therefore, on prudential principles, till they join us, or
set us an example.” |

Hew, Sir, is this enormous evil ever to be eradicated, if every
nation is thus prudentialiy to wait tili the concurrence ‘of all the
world shall have been obtained ? — Let me remark too, that there
i no nadion in Europe that has, on the oste hand, plunged so
deeply into this guilt as Britain; or that is so likely; on the
other, to be.looked up to as an example, if she should have-the -
manlimess to be the first in decidedly renouncing it. But; Sir,
does not this argument apply a thousand times-more strongly
in a contrary wiy 7 - Hew much more justly may sther nations
point to us, and-say, ¢ Why should we abolish .the slave-trade
when (zreat Britain has not abelished ? . Britain,:free as she is,
just and honourahle: as . sheis;: and deeply- also involved as
she is in this commerce above all Dhitions, et only Hae. not
abolished, ‘but: has: sefused to:ahobish. = She has iﬂféﬁhgbﬂéd it
well ; she has gained the: cmpﬂamt meiglit #nvo its/ natiwe dnd
effects ; she has collected: volunyés of evidence: s every branch
of the subject.. Her senate has delibaratedo<-has deliberated
again and agam o mdwhat. is the result? Ske has g#avefy -and

- cc 2
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solemnly determined to sanction the slave-trade. She sanctions
it at least for a while — her legislature, therefore, it is plain,
sees No guiit in it, and has thus furnished us with the strongest
evidence that she can furnish, — of the justice unquestionably,
— and of the policy also, in a certain measure and in certain
cases at Jeast, of permitting this traflic to continue.”

This, Sir, is the argument with which we furnish the other
nations of Europe, if we again refuse to put an end to the slave-
trade. Instead, therefore, of imagining, that by choosing to pre-
sume ‘on their continuing it, we shdll have exempted ourselves
from guilt, and have transferred the whole criminality to them ;.
let us rather reflect that on the very principle urged against us,
we shall-henceforth have to.answer for their crimes, as well as
our own. We have strong reasons to believe that it depends
upon us, whether other countries will persist in this bloody trade
or not. Already we have suffered one year to pass away, and
now that the question is renewed, a proposition is made for gra-
dual, with the view of preventing immediate abolition. Iknow
the difficulty that exists in attemptmg to reform long-established
abuses; and 1 know the danger arising from the argument in
favour of delay, in the case of evils which nevertheless are thought
too enormous to be borne, when considered as perpetual. But
by proposing, some other period than the present, by prescribing
some condition, by waiting for some contingency, or by refusing
to proceed till a thousand favourable circumstances unite toge-
ther ; perhaps until we obtain the general concurrence of Europe
(a concurrence which I believe never yet took place at the com-
mencement of ‘any one improvement in policy or. in *mora]s)
year after year escapes, and 'the most enermous evils - 80 unre-
dressed. We.see this abundantly exemphﬁed not only in‘public,.
but in private life, . Similar observations have beert apphed to
the case of personal reformation.- If you go into thie streets;. itis
a chance but the first persan :who- cresses you 15 'one; . %' Vivend:
- recte qus proregat-horam.” - . We. may wait j: we: may-delay:to
cross the stream -before us,’ till it has run down_; but we shall:wait
for ever, for the river will still flow on, mthout‘bemg exhausted:

b

.



1792.] PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 289

We shall be no nearer the object whiclr we profess to have in
view, so long as the step which alone can bring us to it is not
taken, Until the actual, the only remedy is applied, we ought
neither to flatter ourselves that we have as yet thoroughly laid
to heart the evil we affect to deplore; nor that there.is as’ yet
any rcasonable assurance of its heing brought to an acfual ter-
mination.

It has also been occasionally urged, that there is somethmg
in the disposition and nature of the Africans themselves; which
renders all prospect of civilisation on that continent extremely
unpromising. * ¢‘ It has been known,” says Mr. Frazer. in his
evidence, ¢ that a boy has been put to death, who was refused to
be purchased as a slave.” 'This single story was deemed by that
gentleman a sufficient proof of-the barbarity of the Africans, and
of the inutility of abolishing the slave-trade. My honourable
friend, however, has told you, that this boy had previously run
away from his master three several times ; that the master had to
pay his value, according to the custom of his country, every time
he was brought back; and that partly from anger at thie boy for
running away so frequently, and partly to prevent a still further
repetition of the same expense, he determined to put him to
death. Such was the explanatmn of the story given in the
cross-examination. *This, Sir, is the signal instance that has
been dwelt upon of African barbarity.— This 4frican, we ad-
mit, was. unenlightened, and altogether barbarous: but let us
now ask, what would a ciwrlised and enlightened West Indian, or
a body -of West Indians; have done in- any case .of a parallel
- nature? I will quote you, Sir, a law passed in the West Indies,.
i the year 1722, which, in turning over the book, I happened
just now to cast my eye upon; by which:law, this very. same
crime of' running away, is, by the legislature of the island, —
by the grave afid deliberate sentence of that enlightened legis-
lature, punished ‘with death;-and this; not .in the -case only
of the third offence, but-even in- the very first instance. It is:
enacted, * that.if any negro, or other slave shall withdraw him-
self from. his master, for the term of -six months ;. or any slave

cc 3
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that was absent, shall not return within that time, it shall be
adjudged felony, and every such person shall suffer -death.”
There is also another West Indian law, by which every negro’s
hand is armed against his fellow-negroes, by his being autho-
rised to kill a runaway slave, and even having a reward held out
to him_for doing so. Let the House now contrast the two cases.
Let them ask themselves which of the two exhibits the greater
‘barharity 2 - Let them reflect, with a listle candour and libe-
rality, whether on the ground of any of those facts, and loose
insinuations as to the sacrifices to he met with in the evidence,
they can possibly reconcile to themselves the exclading of Africa
from all means of civilisation ? ‘Whether they can possibly vote
for the continuance of the slave-trade upeon the principle, that
the Africang have shewn themselves to be & race of incorrigible
barbgrians ® . | f
I hops, therefore, we shall hear ne mere of the meral 1mpes-~
sibility of! civilising the: Africans, nor have our understandings-
and.consciences again insuited, by being called. upon to sanotion
the slaves-trade, .until sther: nations shall have set the example
of abolishing:it. Wihile we: have. been dgliberating upor - the
subject, one nation, not ordinarily taking the lead in politics,
nor by any means remarkable for the boldness of its eouncils,
has determined en a gradual abolition ; a determination, indeed, -
which, since it permits for @ time the existence of the slave-
trade, .would be' an. unfortunate :pattern for our imitatien,
France, it is said, will take up the trade, - if we relinguish it.
What! is it supposed: that inthe present situation - of- St; Po-
mingas, of an island which used: to take three-fourths of all the
slaves required by the colonies of Franee, she, of all ectntries;
will think of taking it up.#: What countries remain # Fhe Portu-
guese, the Datch, and: the Spaniards. *- OF ﬁm&e ‘eatintries- let
me declare.it s my opinion, that if- they'&ee us rencunee the-
trade, aRer full deliberation, they. wikk not be'disposed, even on-
principles of  policy, 0. rush- farther- into:it. - But Faay mere:
How:ave they to furniel the capital negesary- for earrying it on 7
If there is any aggravation: of our gmlt, - t]m wretched
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light wh;ch Tmight. ptherwise .break in- upon hier; ~—as.a ground
for refus\luthq her the common chance.and the common means,
with which. .other pations -have: been- blessed;, of emergmg from
t.hem natwe l?ﬂ.l’l.'l.ﬂl‘lﬁl:lf]m1 ~ b omesAlimotin anctt o ar L SITR AT

H.ere, a3 in gyery-other branch ofithis ext‘enawe qnestmn tlie
argyment of qur-adversaries. pleads.againat them ;.for, :surely,.
Siry. the present, deplorable state of, -Africa,: especially. when we.
rﬂﬂGCtjhﬁ},]}er Ghief ﬁa.lammes aretoperascribed to:us; galls for
our HFReToUs, 8id; rather:than upu:e;t.l,ﬁ@sjagp‘.yg1 despair onourpart'of
her reco‘yery,, apd still less any further repetition of our injuries.

I wzl noj; }qgc];g_lqnaer fatigue:the: attentlon of the. House ;. but
thls p 8 impressed itsglf mjdeegly pp my-mind,.that I must.
troublc;ﬁ hs committee with a few, additjppal pbsarvatlons. Are
we Jusuﬁed, £ 1asky . on any one ground,of theory, or by any. one
lnstangg %0, be found.in, the history of, the world; from jts very
e,gm!qqg 19.this day,:in. Aorming; the  supposition which I-am.
now qo;nbggpg 2, Are we, Jpst.lﬁed 11 supposmg that the particu-.
lar. Practice 1¥hich. werrencourage .in, Africa,: of: men's. selling.
each- othen for, elages, is puy. sywptowsaf. a; barbarism that s,
incurgble ? | Are we jnstifiedin supposing shat even the pragtice
of °ﬁe’%ma.W%ﬁaF£!ﬁ0¢s PFOVER,& total incapacity, for, ciyi-
lisation 2, ﬁlﬂﬁe_“e,qﬂ dt;will be. found, angd perhaps. myphfmore
generally than is supposed, that both the trade in slaves, and.the -
still more, 3?333% cupkom, of offering, buman sacrifices,, ebtained
in f'or;ne eriods,. lpu&hmergf thesenationsg Wh&EP-ROW:
by the blessmgs of Providence, and by a long progression ofipa-
provements, are qdvaq;:ed the farthest in gmhza.tlon.\, n %bphaqe,
Sir,_thaty if, we il ‘:,ec@g,_ an.jnstant, we shall find that. this.
observation, comgs dirertly bome fo gup.wn selves ;3 that; g
the same ground gnwhich we arenow disppsad to proseribeAfrica;
for . gyex feom.all possibility of improvement, sve.qurselyes.might;

i like mpnner, have been:proscribed and.for aver.shut 9utrom.
a}l %,ﬂlw&ﬂmmgy CIROW. ERIOFr; - sivair tncesng adl wn dool
_ uinereayas A time,Sit, which it may be.fit. sometimes tarevive:,
sn;ﬂsﬂamm of; a%wmamw Fhen evep haman sasri- -
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peculiarly observe on this.day, for it is a case precisely in point,
that the very practice of the slave-trade once prevailed among
us. Slaves, as we may readin Henry’s History of Great Britain,
were formerly an established article of our exports. .. Great
numbers,” he says, ‘“ were exported like cattle, from the British
coast, and were to be seen exposed for sale.in the Roman mar-
ket,” It does not dlstmctl} appear, by what: means they were
procured ; but there was unquestionably no emall resemblance,
in the partlcnlar point, between the case of .our ancestors and
that of the present wretched natives of Afnca-—for the historian
tells you that * adultery, thchcraft and debt were prohably
some, of the ehlef' sources of supplymg the Roman market with
Bntlah slavea —-J;hat pneonere taken in war. were. added to, the

********

1111

staked themaelves, thelr wwes, and thenr chlldren Ev,ery one
of these.soureee of s]avery has been stated and a]mo;tqpreqmely
in the same. terms, to be at. thlS hour a_gource of. slavery in
Afnca. , And theae circumstances, Snr, mth a eohtary instance
or tmo,,...,of human sacnﬁcea, furnish  the. . alleged proofs, .that
Afnoa labom:a under a.natural mcapaext.y far,. civilisation ;. that
it 18 ent]menaem and fanatnclsm to think that she can ever: enjoy

the knowledge and the morala of EuroPe that Providence never
intended . her to_rise. above a: state. of barbarlem ‘that, Prayi-

denee)has 1;revocably doomed herto be onlya a muraa;y ,for a}aves

:::::

-----

Why rmlght qot eome Rown aenator, reasonmg on. tha pnn‘ -
ciples.of, gome ,honoq;able gentlemen, and. pomuns 4o . British
- barbgréans, have predicted, with. egual. boldness, (¢ 1 Thmﬁm a
people ;that will; pever . rise to. civilisation —— there . ..Je a praple.
destined. pever;to’ be free == a people without;the :uhde‘.,o < ad-
Ing . qacegearygformthef .attginment of . ygeful; s depiessed
by the hand of ngture below. the. level o}' ,the buman, species ;

and.created, to form a.supply of 3lavea: _for the. regt of the world.”
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Might- hdt this have beéen shid, secordiig td the prntiplés
which we oW heat stated, in all cespbéts s faivly. htid 28 traly
of Biitain herself, af thae period 6f her histor'p, he 1t bin nbw
be sald by s of the inhabitarits of ‘Afvieh? ~ - =
We, Siv, Huve Tong dince emerped fiohit barbaristh — we Ruve
lmost fBrgottén that we wére once bitrbariuns »= e 4re fiow
taiséd to u'sitddtion ‘which dxhibits & sfrikibg ebfitidst to every
ciredttistafice, By which a Roman fitight have thdrdeteriséd i,
atid by which We now ehardoterisé Aftica.  Therd id Indeed bhs
thing Winiting theoniplete the conitrast] dnd to eldatss aftopethes
frott the fitipatatioh of aeting evefi t6'thik hour &' Hatbarians ;
for we tbittinge Yo' this Rour & barbarodd traMle 'in" glavitst wa
confihde’ It ‘even yet in spite of &l 6l gréllt andt GhaEnikble
préfeniibny o civilisation. - We were otk 4 bhiscurs” aiitoh
the sistichs 6f the ehrth, ds svage i tur tinnbts; b debHsea
i our torals, dt depradéd i our undefbtandiizy;” BE thedd -
bty AfPiCaty dte ae present.  But in the lapteof & 16 setivs
of yeavs; by'a progreséion slow, ahd for 4 tiog lidbst Hipattep:
tib3e; e hilvé bedotle rieh in & vitridty of 6qatréménts; favotred
abydre Hitdtird i e gifts of Providenits, urtivilllat th doatterce;
pre-endtidiit T drid, fotenbie in the purstits of pRHOESPNY arid
seietice; ahdentablished 1l the Bleskiiigs Bf civIF 60U, wé
apd 1 the BOENAsToH of petice; of Happthess; aa BFIBeny: we
areanddt the peidinee of & mild afd Béndtidelit ve¥igioi i and
W e plotectal By imipartial 1aw¥ and e sulese  dthtit:
stratio of fastibe ¥ wé dfe living il & 3stem P poverathant
WHIER Sul'oWit' Bappy e¥periency Wdds e i pronibidnde’ chig ekt
sl Whtedt Which Bak e¥et ot Bethh FraWtE ; ‘P 3atsin Wit M
brécoimie’ the AdAMIAGH  of ThY Wottd:  Frova HIF thedé Widssipy,
ettt TOF SV Tivit Bleott st o8, AN EHEHS Deatt fhy' Erbith in
thote"pitricipled which o perifehient Ve Hof Rekitadtd to 1ay
QR ‘s afpleatie ro i Eave ofAfth.! " BRI ¥host phimdiptad
beef' B W g Bl MopahRed 8 Ois Ketr ' b
fiseaBI Gt Of tgflortinde; BERLYS” hudt \deyiditioh, i
which Ristory bitVel” ol Aresbtat¥ b RN bbbo-ifihidtden!:
FELE offer Watiors: 400pt68" thede fifiticipfel ' Pl Sbnatite
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towards us ; had other nations applied to Great Britain the tea-
soning which some of the sehators of this very island now apply
to Africa, ages might have passed without our etnerging from
barbarism ; and we, who are enjoying the blessings of British
civilisation, of British laws, and British hberty, miglit at this
hout have been little superior either in morals, in knowledge,
or refinement, to the rude inhabitants of the coast of Guinea.

If then we feel that this perpetual.confinement in the fetters of
brutal ignorance, would have been the greatest calamity which
could have befallen us; if we view with gratitude and exultstion
the contrast between the peculiar biessings we enjoy, ahd the
wrétchedness of the sncient inhabiants of Britaity; if we shad.
der to think of the misery -which would still have overwhelmed
us, had Great Bgitain continued to the present times to be the
mart for slaves to the more civilised nations of the world,
through some cruel policy of theirs, God forbid that we should
any longer subject Africa to the same dreadful scowrge, and
preclude the light of knowledge, which has reached every other
quarter of the globe, from having access to her coasts !

I trust we shall no longer continue this conmmesea, to the de-
struction of every huprovemsnt on. tha¢ wide ewatinent ; and
shall not consider éwraclves s cemforrag oo : :a'boon, in
restoring its inhabitants to the rank of hwean beiage.'. I trust
we shall not think ourselves too liberal, if, by abelisling the
slave-trade, we give them the same common chgnce of civili-
sation with other perts of the world, amd theitwe sha¥d new allow
to Aftica the opportuntily = e hopeiuatite provpect of uétatiing
to-the sittne- blessings ‘which we' ouiselves, throwgh ehiefavenr.
able dispenisationts of Divine Providewee; haveibecn persitied, o
a much more ea-riy'p%mdd weﬁydy T we' Rsten €0 thé: voice of

réason and duty, and purswe this hight the Bve of conduct whick
they prescribe, some of us may live to see.a reverse of that pic-

ture, from which we How tetees gt efés with shawre: dndirey .
We migy lite- to'beliold the natives of Aftica engaged'in the-cafiy
occtrpaﬁons' of iditstey, Gt tlie puistite of' & just and Tegiclmate
comnterce.” W' miay Behold ihé beatis 'of sefeiicé dnd' phifo-
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sophy. breaking in upon their land, which, at some happy period
in still later times, may blaze ‘with full lustre ; and joining their
influence to that of pure religion, may illuminate and invigorate
the most distant extremities of that immense continent. Then
may we hope that even-Africa, though last of all the quarters of
the globe; shall énjoy-at length, in the evening of her days, those
blessings which have descended so plentifully upon us in a much
earlier, period of the world. Then also ‘will Europe, partici-
pating m her’ improvement and prosperity, receive an ample
recompense for the tardy kindness (if kindness it can be called )}
of no longer hindering that continent from extricating herself
out of theé darkness which, in other more fortunate regmns, has

been s0 much more speedily dispelled.

| —-———Nos przmus equss ‘ortens qﬁavzt an/felzs ;
Ilhc sem rubens accendzt Zumma Ve.s‘pe?

Then, Sir, may be applied to Africa, those wor ds, orlgmally
used mdeed w1th a dlE'erent view :
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His. demum exaciss ——
. - Devenere locos ltos, et amaena vireta -
- Fortunatorum nemorum, sedesque beatas :
Bk Largwr hic campos /Ether, et limine. 'uesm
Rurpurea. - T i

1 , J_J " l l. .“l- ;

It 8. m;th;s view, er, --1t is as an atonemen.t for our long and. *
cruel injustice towards Africa; that the. measure proposed by my
honouxable friend mest forcibly. recommends jtself ito my mmd
The, .great aqnd happyr change to be expeeted, in the. state :of her.

inhahitants, is, of all the various. and important benqﬁts of the.
abohtmr;,, in.my .estimation,’ mcomparably, the most; extensive
and.important.. . . . . . L B e !
Lshall vote, Sll', agamst the adjournment., and 1 shall also
oppose to the .utmost every: pmpompon, which in any. way may
‘tend either;to, prevent, or:even.to. postpone for.an hour, the totaL
abohtmn of the slave-trade: .a measure which, on all the various
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erounds which- I have stated we are bound, by the most press-
ing and mdnSpensable duty, to adopt

The House dmded on an amendment moved by Mr. Dundas for n-
serting in the motion the word ¢ gradually,”
' Ayes.cioeviaenes 193"
NOES eteseaeseas 128
and the question thus amended was then put, and, after a:second divi-
sion, carried.
AyeS.iiasiieesas 230
NO€Sieseersssinase 85

i,

February 1. 1798,

The order of the day being moved for takirg into consideration His

Majesty’s message of the 28th of January, .it was read by the Speaker,
as follows.: |

“ Georck R.

“ His Majesty has gwen directions for laﬂng beforz the House of
Commons, copies of several papers which have been received from M.
Chauvelin, late mmlster-plempotentlm‘y from-the Most Christian King
by His Majesty’s secretary of state for foreign affairs, and of the answers
returned thereto; and likewise copy of an order made by His:Majesty
in council, and transmitted by His Majesty’s commands to the said M,
Chauvelin, in conseannce of the.accounts of’ the"atr'oeions"acf‘i'ecently
perpetrated at Parls, ... 1. . X

““In the present, situation of aﬂ"alrs, HJS Ma_]esty tlnnks it indispen-
sably necessary to make a further augmentation of his forces by sea and
land ; and- rélies an the known affection and-geal of the Hounse of Com-
mous to enable ﬂ;s Majesty to.take the most effectual mesgsures In the.
present. importa conjuncture, for mamtaimng the securi gy and’ mghts”
of' hlS own dgmimqns ; for suppofting his afhés ‘and' fot: oppOsing‘wews'

* fﬂxs&ﬁeﬁt ‘and ambmon “on ‘the. pai't of‘ Francée,” which? Would
be at allf ‘tiifies dangerous-to:ithe'gerierdl interests of Burope, but are:

peculiarly so;: when’conbected with thie-propagation .of-prinigiplesiwhich
lead to the qulﬂlgf of the most sacred dufies, and are utterly subver-

sive of the e peace and order of all cml society.” . G R 4

-'L T ‘v F"} FRRE YIS {44

Mm?nT wmroﬁa NS ATV LIPNE ’f‘i ‘"Ju KA .“ !
- Sir -l I shall hnw submtt to the r‘IJIJ::ths'e sorrle absérvatlons on
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