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To tue PEOPLE or Pennsvrvania
E T E R VIL

HE all-wife CreaTor having cnabled every

man to judge, in fome degree, what is good
for himlelf, the fiudy of government is 2 duty ot
the highe!t concern to all the members of a free
ftate. But men, in general, may ‘be faid to fee
Deteer than they ean fee ; and therefore feldom take
the trouble to employ their thoughts on public af-
{uirs, while they are tgerably adminiftered, nor isit
&l oppruffion becomes Bagrant, and even palpable
o the fight, that a people are univerfully roufed
into a ferious attention to abudes in government.

Numerous are the evils which 1pring from dif-
trattions and convullions in a fate, but they are
often produiive of one advantage which outweighs
them all. The civil confiitution of countries, al-
though long negledted, through the indolence of
the people, ind tortering on the verge of diffolution,
have neverthelets been thus purFed of their corrup-
tious, brought back to their Arlt principles, and
made to flousifh, with renewed vigour, through
many fuccesding ages.  But as thiscan only be the
work ot heroilm, condued by wildn.m. virtue and

prudence, every writer who, upon tuch great and
trying ocedfions, leeks to exeggerate, or conceal
& fus, ta fate Lur one fide of a_queition, to warp
1§ the judgment by partial reprefeatations, Lo give
1§ railing for reafon, inve@ives tor 4 guments, and to
urge u people into hakty refolutions, by addrefling
the inflamed paffions, rather than the fober reafon
—cvery fuch writer, T fay, infults his country in
dithels, and is a fellow-worber with its enemies to
halten its rain. . v .
++Had the author of Comnion Senfe confidered this,
er were he poffeilcd with the lealt reverence dor the
judgement or feelings ot a great and enlightened

cople, whom lic has thought himfelt ﬁt}to addrefs,

is purformance would have been of a different na-
ure. It would at lealt have worn the refemblance
of argument, and contained fomething which had
achance to meet the reaton of wife men, and to
ftand the teft of their candid examination He would
bave, liftened patiently to thein remuhs upan his
produdtion, and would have €volly replied Lo their
chjetions,  He would not have dared to offer fuch
an indignity to the pubtic, as to throw out impownt
threats (inftead ot anfwers) aganit the meancit of
Bis fellow-citizens (if fellow-ciuzens he has in this

lace) merely for endeavourmg, in o counry yet
?nc to dete@ his mirreprefentadons, to fupply his
defed of materials, and theroby enable a people to
Judze fairly of their own weighty concerns.

“The conteft in which America s ngaged was not
lightty undertahen. The tword was drawn in de-
fence of our Laws and liberties. il thete ave ren-
dered frfe, Jetit not be returned to the feabbard ;
but bl fet not the feablird be thrown away. 1If
our julk rights can be beft fecured by reconciliation
with aur own flefh and blood—with a yct powerful
nation, whofe religion, laws and maunets, in our
formzr happy days, we glorizd 1o call our own—
God forbid that we thould fhut the door againft it,
by any halty meature among ourltlves, This happy
pennd to onr milkries is il hoped tor 4 2d devoutly
withed, not ondy by multitudes ot ‘.l‘* zealous {riends
of Amcrica thiough all the colonics, but by whole
colanies in their public capacity, regardlets ot any

ing that has yet been offered to the contrary.
fe this continues 10 be the eafe, he who fecks
t0 difturh the amiss which we nobly fupported on
cir formar ground, is the worlt foe to this country,
16 the Britith adiinittration has o tool here, fi.
bouring to forward their ruinous purpots by divi-
fians and dillrud@ions, THOU ART THE MAN ~evelh
theu the author of Coowmon Senfe, who halt flarted
thine fgmis fatuns to draw the dnwary into untried
rigions, full ot tremendous precipices and quag:
mires treacherous to the foot; whither the wile and
confiderate think ic not fafe 1o follow. Couldit thou
faceeedin this, thau dolt effe@ully confirm all the
o} Minders of our miniftesial faus againkt vs; and,
inflead of America (trong in domeflc unien and
fapparted by = refpedable part ol Aritain, thou
Wit give us Britain azited, and America rent by
dizffans, amidd e mighty contel. 'Thou tayeit
that now is the exa@ time for adopting thy plan,
and holdelt up ruin as the ure conlequence of the
Palh delay lmThon fuid'® the fume, and did'h

RS —

threaten the fame, near three months ago, if we
hefitated a moment to follow thy advice,  Poflibly
any time may be thy wow, efpecially it thou
fhould'Rt have nothing to lofz, and peradventure
may'lt hope 10 gain fomething by the change, But
when the Almighty thall be pleated to fay Now,
thy interpretations will be unneceffiry. He will
{end convichion along with 1, in circumftances fo
clear and unambiguous, that they «who ran may read
them.

"The public will excufe the occafional notice I am
forced to take of the anlwers Litherto given to my
Letters.  Were L difpofed to deviate irom my plan,
or, by immediate retaliation, to draw the atention
of the reader to the * political characers, conncéli-
ons and dependencies” of my antugonills (which
the author ot Common Seufe, in his new charader
of the Foreiter, allows to be very cflential in fuch
a controverly} 1 believe it would add little to the
credit of thew works; efpecially if upon enquiry it
fhould be found, that they have neither« charadter
nor connedtions” in this place; and rhat they are
the avowed infiruments and dependents of tome,
who, having no concern in our domellic affaits, are
neverthelels conftantly intermeddling with them,
to the great diftwm bance ot the province, and injury
of the public caule.

But { have no immediate occafion to enter into
fuchan enquiry, and amhappy to findthat, although
near a dozen aniwers have been given in one fhape
or another to my two or three firlt letters, nothing
has been yet offered worthy of a particular reply.
The Forefter icems the chicf chimpion againft me.
He makes me write what he pleates, thaz he may

anfwer.as he pleates.—The toll g is 4 {pecimg
of his jultice, in quoting from rme.

s [ we now eFFECT independence, we muft be
« confidered as a taithlels people, in the fight of it
« mankind, and could {earcely expec the confidence
¢ of any nauon upon earch, or look up te heaven
« for its approving ientence;”—and upon this he
exclaims,—* Art thou mad, Cato, or art thou
foolith, or art thou ord, or art thou aorfe than
both #” Now, I can fuitly leave thole who have read
my Letters, toapply any or ali of thele cpithets to
me as their canuour thall dire@ Dut thofe whe
1ead but ene paper (i which it s thoaght prop.r
only to pulhih the aniweis to my leteas, without
the letters themlelves) may veuly believe I hive
affireed, that, if ever e effedt independence, nosther
beaven nor earth will fmile ugen us. Lt 1s hoped,
thereiore, that the pubhthers of that paper, If they
fhould never misrt uny other pace of my letters (in
which they may ule thar own pleaiuic) will bz io
jult asto pive this mangled patagraph entire; and
then it will be in theie words s~

« Inthort, (it ) thus contradiltirg all our former
< public profefions (we), yould (now areccr inde
« pendency) as our own afly befise 1t appears
< clearly 1o the world o have been yerced apon us by
6 the cyuel hand of the parent-flate, wve could neitler
“ hape for union nor fuccefi in te aitempt. (We
« uft be confidercd ts a faithicls penple in the
« fight of ull mankind, and could fearcely eapedt
« the confidence o1 any nation upon carth, or look
¢ up 10 Heaven for 1ts upproving futence,”)

The dicerning reader will eafily fee thit our
honeit Forelter hats not fcrupled to tahe partof one
fintence and conneét it with another, which wholly
altersthe fnic.  He gives us only what is included
within the above parentheies, and fuppredlesall that
eflential part which isin fvalics.  He who can thus
pilter from the fenie ot another, is come 1o his lutt
thilt, and it may be prefumed would not Rick at
any thing to promotz bis ciufes  Bul what ¢ [
expect from one who ufes the immortal Mifren much
in the fame way?

In the pamphlet called Cemman Senfe, endeavour-
ing to ellabhifh his favourite dodrine, that recancie
liatton with Gieat-Biitain is now impoffible, and
urging us on to blood, whatever terms may be
offered, he has the unparalteled confidence to add
as dollows,—¢ For, as MiLTON aufely cxprefles—
never can true 1¢cconcilment grow, where wounds
ot deadly hate have pierced lodeep.”—How unluc-
Ly is this quotation! Our author thinks he his
{natcned a coal irom the altar; butit is Iike that
which the toolith cagle flale, and therchy fet her
nei on five, which confumed hevleli and her biood,

Wonld not the reader believe that the author had
here given us fome wife fentiment of Mz ron, fic
to be copiedin the condudt of a chriflian people?
But Jook at the place %Paud. Loft, B.iv.) and you
will find that it was the fpecch of the Devil, medie
tating the defruélion of mankind; and fuited only
to the defperate puipoies of thofe, who are in the
tume dreadful flate of mind in which our divinepact
deferibes the Devil to have been at the time,

e Horrar und doubt diftraét

His troubled thoughts; and from the bottom R

The hell within him. For within him hell

He brings, and round about him, nor fiom hell

One flep, no more than from himfelf, can Hyo—

“ Get thee behind me” thou abandoned writer 3
and take back another of thy complimunts ¢ For
can'tt #hou ¢ have the feelings of a man”—thox who
art labowing to hil the hearts of thy fellow-mortals
with irreconcilcable hatred, and the feefrngs of #e
Devil? As for my feelmgs on this occafion, | truft
they are founded on the dofhines of the Savioun
or Mans1no, who teaches that no offences in this
world e be 10 g1 eut among brethren as to preclnde
reconcilation. « &t thy brothe repent torgive him”
-~ xd il thou can’it not forgive, How can'it thou
Jift%p thine eyes to thy Heavenly Father for for.
givencls ot why fins, or even thofe of shy figle pam-
phlet? Had'tt thou done jultice to Mivt u‘», thou -
mightelt ave thewn him in his own proper perion,
upon my fide of'the quettion ; prockiming the dec.
iines ot his Heavenly Matter,—

Oh fhame to men { Devil with Devil dimn'd

Firm concord holds; men anly difagree

Ot vreaiures sational, though' under hope

Of Heavenly Grace : and God proctaiming peace,

Yet live i hatred, enmity and frife . .

Among themlelves, and levy cruel wars,

Waling the easth, each other to dufiroy,

Thou may'ft apply this to vur cruel oppredlorsy and

I fay nothing dgainlt thee theriin, cxeept where

thou urgelt thy teirible dodrine of the impollibihey
of reconuthation; 41d 1o make it wholly fmpoflibls
art ftrving (o infpiie fentiments into thy brethren
which would dugrace iheir «luitian” profctlion.
But | Jeave rhee on this head; and if thon doft not
100 much intetruptime, thill, 10 two or three letters
mote, leave the puohe and j ofterity Rnally 1o judge
between thee und me.  Suwn cuigae dcar pofleritas
rependit, Yproveed then, with my 1emaiks upon
thy fwious antipaihy 10 mist goverrments, in
which thou b et surpaifed all the wiiters T have met
withj no fhall 1 quote any ugainlt thee eviepe
thoie whe wie ucknowledged to b wve Rood forgmoft
inth.ii nppofidon tothecnctoachments ol sy wehy
“Fhe popular leaders, who oveiturned the motdichy
in the Jub gy, wae not themtclves [iends 10 ree
pubhese “Liny only mad: ule of the v.me 1o pros
cure the favow of the poople; and whenever by
fuch means they had mouneed Lo the pr aper hdight,
esch ol then, 1o b tuin, began w bk the people

from lun, a5 a ladder thén uilef, i

Cromuell erarcited the power of a King, and of
the moll ablolute hing, under the ipeeous n ne of
a Protedior. "Lhe miliumeot of repuolican govern.
ment, which he hud ac itk entolied as the molt
peiud work of human invention, he bagan (as foon
as he thoughe his authoriy fulliciently ltublithed)
to rpiLicit a5 4 yozn plank, upon which no
mau could trufl lamicll without finking.” e had
his tye fixed npon the crown  buy when he procu.
red an cifer of 1t hom 4 pached Pariiament, his
courage failed hinm,  [e hid owmwiteed himlelf, by
hiv own hypozrity 3 and in his way o power, lad
thrawn fuch wn outum wpon the name ot King,
that Jus own tannly, apprchientive he v ould be A
dered the moment the diadun thould touch his Erow,
perinaded hitn 1o decline that hosour.

The great S1n Nk ¥ never meant more, by his
celebratid work, than to relom the abults of mive
government; and to reliain the vapid pugrely
which the nation was making, in h's rime, tos ards
abfolute menarchy,  And he was as mnach afoz tu
Cromwell as to Charles 1he Firtt, canfiduring both
as vnvun‘ng‘u!mv.' the dasysy But L did not wiite
aganlt Kings generally, mote than oiher ralay
who might abuie thur Fower,

« Nothun, 12y he, 1s futher from rintent on
than to Ipeak irreviraarly off ae” anl Lo exe
plains what Kings home 23, vir tofe i need by




4w, 1 MAC goveraments, Ilc has Wrote 4 whole
fetion to thow thit the belt governments in the
world live been cotnpofed (as the Englifh is) of
swsmarehs, arflacracy and deseragy, Me fays.God
o1dained daiee, government, anlwering-to this in
all its paris; and codtilbing ‘of a_ tingle judge ov
cléef capt un (we contend not for names) a Gouncil
of feventeen ¢hoten wen, or Sanhedtim; and the
General ifewdbes of the people. Is not this our
awn formeompleat? When he fpeaks of popular
gwernn.nm, ke ules the utmolt preeifion. « To
avel luan.c Iy ui'putes, A2y s he, 1 give the nime
« of popular governuwatsto thole of Rome, Athens,
“ Spiutcand the bhey bucimpropaly, unlets the
 Jame may alio be myen to many thit ave ulually
« called wanarahiesy fince thare is nothing of vio-
« |ence ineither.  As to popular governments, m
¢ the lti } tenik, that is puve democracy, where
« the peple in thanfelves, and by themfelves,
ora all that belongs to government, | know
v fuch thingy andifiv be in the world, '
 huenothingtol yforin”  And more caplicitly
S, he fuys, ¢ being no way concerned in the
o defnce of demoutay L may leave, our Knight
« { Filmer ) like Don Quirote, fighting agsiad the
« phantafin of hiv_own brain, -and 1o fuy what he
¢ pleales againtt fuch governments as naver were,
« unlefsin fuch a place as San Marino near Sene-
¢ gglia in Italy, swherean hundred men govern=a
« Burbuous rock that no manr imvades.  As tor
¢« demacracy, he may fay what he pleafes of it;
e« and 1 buive i can fuit ondy with the conveaience
% of apreall trauny accumpanied awith fuch circuas
o« flances oz are feldont 12 be found”  [8Sidney une
devdoad any thing of the muttea, we fee that
every colony in Americads alrewdy too unwieldy
for fuck & grovernment, and theretore it eannot be
a wodel for an immenle contin In a woud,
althy’ this gren man lived beore the revolution,
Te Lyid its foundation, dleda_martyr to its princie
ples, and by one of che irit a@s of Parliament mide
underit, his artainder was tepealed, and a folemn
national-finé on given 1o his writings,

The telimony ot another profeis'd Whig, niy
an [ypsrrepen © Watc (the famous Gordsn, in his
ditcourles upon Tratas) thill come meat, « Mo~
« narchy, according to Plato, is the beft govern-
¢« went or the worlty to which opinion, fays he,
« I fuhferibe, as | do tothat of P de commines
« that Logland isthe place in the world where, the
puthec is nioft equally adwiniflered, and where
o the people fuffer the lealt violence, We are
s Dleii>d with a form of government, which Tacitus
¢« mentions as the molt perfe@, and thinks the
¢ hardelt to be framed; that bappy balance and
« mistare of interefts, that fecures every intereft.”

Polybius (as he is quoted by Alertagn, on the
sife and Fall of republics) agrees with Plato, *¢ The
belt turm of govirnment, fays he, is that which is
compofed of u due admivture of mowarchy, ariffo-
cracy and dosnoceacy~-OF all legiflcors he prefers
Iycurgus, whom he looks upon vather as divinely
infpired, thanas 2 man. To perpetuate the Spars
tan sovernment, he united the peeuli excell neies
of the beft forms into one, that neither of the tAree
parts, by fwelling beyoad its jult bouads, might
ever be able 1o devite into its original inborn de-
fu&s  Montagn adds—¢ I cannot help obferving,
« on this ocealion, thit ourown confhitution, as fet-
w tled 4t the revoluiion, fo 1carly concides with
« Lycwgue's general plan, that it feems ar firft
« fightto be tormed by that very modcl. ” and
indecd, in the conflitution of mixt goveraments,
there 18 foncthing more fubftantial than an attach-
ment to the myilical number thsee, in this #rup/2
vnion of powers.  All power lodged, uncontroul-
ed, inone or many, has been fhewn to be full of
danger; lodged in fa2 ditin€t bodies, they may
chanes to dilagree lang, but the addition of a third
turns L efcale, % further additions wouldonly beclogs

1 Lave vot lolt fight of Montefyuien, whofe fens
timents, as apphicable to the Englih conftitution,
in pradtice 3 well as theory, Mhall be briefly inwro-
duced in my nat, to clofe this part of my work;
and then let the author of Common Senfe combat
the arguments o\ thefe giearmen as well ashe can;
for he has yet faid nothing that is any way appli-
cable to them, and mult look for better arguments
than thofe drawn fiom the nature of the Englifh
conftitution, if he expe@s to ferve his caufe,  For
suy part I ihll fland upon my firit ground, and have
7o fentim nt which I with tohide on this accafion.
When it fhall clearly appear, that we can be no
longer fiee mor fccure in our 1ights and properiy,
n conneétion with Biitain, or that we can be more
fecein any other connelion (and the time which
will enable s to judge of this cannot be very remote)
the author of thefe letiers thall not then liip a word
awunlh whatever racafures the fenfe of the majority
of this country, faitly taken, fhall adopt for the
comraon goods and will be ready to give his beft
allitince for carrying them into execution. But
he mult e bear his teftimony againft being fur-
prized into public decifions, by mifreprefentations,

unded fuggelt

On an impartial inquiry {ato the grefeut ftate of the
Britilh conltitution, it gppears to me that it is out
of the power of the Britith ‘legifluture to give us
Jfeoutity lor the future enjoyment of our rights and
Jiberties, and on this ground I have oppofed a re-
union. I have examined every thing advanced by
you on the tubjeér, and find them wide of the mark.
"The point with me has ever been, awbat <will fecure
warliberties ? The queltion of intereftis ever deter.
mincd thereby. National profperity and national
happinefs, are incompatible with national (lavery,
It is of {mall confequence to Ametica, whether God
has grranted 4 King to the people of Britin or not;
or whether the conftitution of their governmeat
“anlwers excetlendly to the inhabitantsof that ifland,
if dependence on that excellent form of government
is big with flavery and rein to America.

It you mean not to Jold your countrymen in fuf-
pence nniil the day of alvation is palt, I call upon
o1 o prove that Great-Britain can offer any plan
of confistutional dependence which will not-leave the
utwe enjoyment of our libertics to /ope, hazard,
and uncel tainty, as the Foreerhas finely exprefled
it. And that if the can there is a probability fhe awills
If the one i. impoflible; or the other alregezber im-
probable, yourielf muft acknowledge it is time 12

L part
# Ry the conltitution of Great:Britain the prefent
Parliament can mike no law which il bind any
future one. For as the author ok lex Parliaventaria
or law ot Parliament oblerves, page 77, when treat-
ing of the power and authority of Parliaments,
" Tho' it be apparent,’what tranfcendent power
« and quthority the Parliament'hath, and though
“ dsgers Parliaments have attempted to Jar, re-
¢ Qrain, futpend, qualify, or make void the power
ré of fubfequent Parliaments; yet could they never
« effect it For the Yatter Parliament hath ever
« power L0 abregate, fufpend, qualify, explain, or
« make-vuid the former in the whole, orin any
~ 4 part thereof, notwithftanding any words of re-
« fivaint, prohibition, or penalty -in the former.
« For it is a maxim in the law of Parliament, grod
“ Jeger pefforivres priores contrarias abrogant”
Therefore hould any Parliament give up, renounce,
and foiever quit claim to the 1ight of making laws
to bind us in any cafe whatever; yet it can conlti-
tutionally flipulate for no longer than that one fit-
ting. ‘They have as full power and suthotity to
revive and enforce the claim at their neat fitting as
“if fuch renunciation had never taken place. Isit
auifdom then, or is there fufety in eniering upon
terms of accommodation with a power which can-
not Ripulate for the performance of its engugements.
If we are foolith enough to do this, mult not our
JSutare ecurity depend entirely on the «will of a
Britifty Parliament, ¢ of a Britifs Minifiry?
“This in my opinion muit form an intuperablc ob=
‘flacle to reconciliation in the mind of cvery honeft
man and {incere lover of fiberty on the continent.

A fecond reafon againft reconciliation is, that
the Exitifh conftitution is fo effectually undermined
by the influcnce of t e crown, that the people of
“Britain have uo fecurity tor the enjoyment of their
oren lihet ties, and therefore America can never be
fafe in being dependent on fuch a ftate,

“The author of « uan hiftorical eflay on the Englith
« conlt tution,” printed anno 1771, fays, * 1 fhall
« not hefitate Lo date the outline of our conflitution,
¢ fromthe Revorution. William the 3d and his
« Parliament began the pradice of reltraining the
« eletive power of the people, by the legiilative
« authority, A power that might become ten
« thoufand times more dangerous, to the eleétive
« rights of the people, than'the crown could ever
« poffiblybe. For whenever the adtive parts of a
« government, founded upon the common rights
« of mankind, fhall ufirp a power to refirain, or
« deliroy thofe rights from wheace they deiive their
« authority that fase is #ot far from defirucfiom

# Thus the primary law of our conltitution, the
« firll principle upon which it was founded, which
@ had Rood the tef? of tawelve bundred jears, and

een the adwiration of ages, was now redaced to
« the common level of & nuifance, to be correfted
« by afls of Parliament, Our legiflative authority
« i¢, by its own nature, confined to act within the
« line of the conRitution, becaule it is only velted
« with a truft by the pcople, to the end they may
“ protect, and defend them in their rights and pri-
« vileges. And, therefore it is a contradi&tion in
“ terms, to fay, they havea right to confent to any
< that may reftrain or defiroy them, Their confent
to this law was a notorious violation of the truft
« repofed in them.” For,

« Upon this principle our conflitution may be
one thing to day, and ansther thing to morrow.
“ Yuis #his, and Hat, or any thing that our legil-
« lative authority, for the time being, fhall think
« proper to make it.” But ¥ the prevailing fadion
“ of thofe days” after fowing divifions among the
peopletodeftroy their power and weaken their force,
“ obtained a Jaw under pretence of providing for
« the diftemper of the times, by which they have

loft

a 25 and delufive arguments;
too eviduntly proceeding from prejudice, or pre-

. s O F !
determination of 4 queflion, in which the happinefs
of & gredt continentisinvolved. C A T O,

R N R LRI Y
CASSANDRA s CAT O, "Number 1L
HAVE engiged in the prefent political contro-
veuly with adufignto be ot fervice to my country.

y what have they not loft? They have
¢ loft the diftinguifhing charadter between freemen
« and flaves | E;l'hey ave loft the diftinguifhing
« chara&er of Englithmen ! They have lolt, what
< themolt tyrannica! Kings of England, could ng-
# verforce from them ! They have loft, what their
« forefathers have been fpending their blood and
< treafure to defend, for thefe thoufind yeyrs!

« They have loft the gmm:am
<« peoplepafteffed | They haveloft theirconftitns
1-and natural liberty , their bilth right and i:;d
¢ ritance, derjved drom God and nature ) Thu
“ Nave loft their conftitutional vedrefs, for 2} th:I
« grievances | Mhey have loft theie all, theip cper,
« thing, by that DAMNABLE SEPTENNIAL Laoy»

T fhall con¢lud: my quotations from this in\"ﬁl“
able efluy for the prefent with the following ;‘
pertedly applicable to America; and the forega"ms
extrads will not only juftify but enforce the dodrine
it contains, to every honelt heart,
* To deduce our rights from the principles of
equity, jullice, and the conftitution is very welly
« butequityand jultice areno defence againtt powey,
« You muft take your conflitutional rights under
« your own protection, and that guickly oo, or the.
« will be Jeff for ever.  Prote@ and delend lhﬂnn’s‘
« the apple of your eye, from danger, or, as yor
« twould your wives and children, from deftrudion.
“ And never defitt from ufing every remedy” i
your power, * till you have eftablithed them on 5
# foundation never more to be fhaken, either b
« King or Parliament.” A conftitution that affords
no check againft its own fervants, can yield ng
Jeeurity 1o us.

He who has the nomination of the oficers of
government, has the whole power of. that govern.
ment in his own hand, and may do with t as he
pleafes, This is abundantly proved by the prefent
ninous ftate of government in every colony, where
‘the King or a” Proprictor had the nomination,
Liberty will never flowrifh in fuch a government,
# By the conflitution of the Saxon goverament,
fays the author frft quoted, . no officer, either
« civil or military, or even ecclefiaftical, could be
« invelied in his office, or exercife any jurifdiction or
« authority over Freemen, without the free electim
« of thofe Freemen over whom he was to exercfy
@ fuch anthority ; and it is for this reafon, mory
« etpecially, that the people of England were de-
« nominated fiee; for that by the ancient laws and
« conftitution of the kingdom, they had this jut
¢ and natural right, viz. the free ele@ion of their
« Magiftrates and Gosernors, without which our
« anccltors thought all our liberties were but a
« fpecies of bondage. For of what ufe can liberty
« be to him, whole perfen or eftate is fubjedt 1o
<« officers, &c. fet over him, without his confiny*
How different from, and how much fuperior to our
prefent form of government, was the Saxon, or old
conttitution of England !

‘Thefe three confiderations form in my opinion
an infurmountable obftacle againft 2 reunion with
Great Britain,  ‘The man who has not thougit
upon_thele points, is ill qualified to judge of the
neeeflity of Independence, or the inevitable run
attendent on reunien.

My obf'eﬂicns are radical, reaching to the root
of the evil, and if a radical cure cannot be obtained ¢
in onme way, it ought to be obtained in another,
To ikin over the wound would be madnefi. I
therefore once more entreat you either to point out
a compleat remedy for thefe defeds, and proveit
more cafily attainable than a compleat delivery by
a Declaration of Independence; or to give no fur
ther oppofition to the meafure, He who cannot fer
a fair profped of removing thefe defedts, and ye
wifhes to fee America recwin to a ftate dependence,
has {omething elte in vicw then the liberties of bis
Country. ASSANDRA

N. B. No good man can agree to any terms
which will not give perfed fecuity, and a divifion
mauft therefore be intended by every man who at:
tempts to preparc the minds of the ignorant and
unwary to cxcept of any thing elfe,  As cvery wi-
ter on the fide of dependence has hitherto Rudiouly
evadgpd the point, it appears they defign if poflibly
to effect a divifion. Take care then ye good people of
Ametica, not to be duped by difinguifbed Toriks,
R I Y ey
Mr. Humphreys, Pleafe gizve the following a place

in your nest paper,

HAVE read with greatattcntion the various pro-

udtions of the feveral writers, who have favour-
ed the public with their fentiments, on the importe
ant fubjet of Independence, When the pamphlet
called Lomuron Senfe Rrltappedred, 1 found myllf
fagger'd with the high wrought declamations ¢
gam(t Monarchy in general, and of Buitain in partis
cular; [viewd the «Royal Brute” withanindig:
nant frown, und began to new-mould my monar-
chical fentiments, into thole of 2 common-wealth,
whofe virtue fhould reign triumphant, and vice b2
eapelled from the land; where Liberty like the
mighty brunches of the fpreading aak, fhould ex:
tend her prote@ting arms, and [helter me from the
feorching heats and beating ftorms of Slavery; and
every man I mex (withwhom I hadthe Jeaftacquaint
ance) Itouch'dupon the theme which was upper-
molkin sy mind, by way of trying, how far they
had been convinced by the appearance of the
wonderful phenomenony forae I found, like mpieths
« had drank deep ot the fircam and forgot all theit
cares,” but athers of more cautious tempers, had
perufed the performance with calm witention, 388
pronounced it, an artful well wrought deception
caleulated to alaim the paflions, rather thar cos
vince the reafons Ireod it 4 tecond me with more
deliberation, and uninflaenced by thofs impreffions
which are generally made by noveliy; for Iam onc
of tholt, Who hyve a wonderful aptitude to B¢




r fmitten_ with any thing that is ‘grand—2 lake, a
, a tempelt, or & capacious thought that

‘mount:

includes a thoutand warlds, immediately captivate
oy fancy, it inftantly gsts upon the wing, ranges
with delight throngh the extenfive feeng, and for-
gows for a moment the real objeds around mey fuch
liad been my ficuation of mind, when 1 furrendered
the reigns of my imagination to the guidance of
the ingenious author of Common Senfe—we foar'd
aloft into the wilds ot fancy, the dull bearen tracks
of monarchy, we left fac behind us, and found 2
republic amidlt the fars; and though the Sun
might feem, to ddmiring mortuls below, the grand
monarch of the heavenly bodies, yet we tound
other funs and other worlds innumerable, who
might enly be confidered as Prefidents, not Alow
sarebs, of the valt fylRem; every where fhone a
sepublic, the various confietlati which ent {

and, bedewing each others cheeks with tears of for.
row. fhall pour balm into each others bleedin;
wounds, the aggreffor acknowledging his error an§
the injured with heroic manlinefs, dropping the
curtain of oblivion over the wrong he has fuf*
tained.

‘That nature muft, at laft, have its courfe, and
2 total feperation take place, between the new and
the old world, I have not a doubt remaining ; but,
2hat the time is mow come, or as the author of Com.
mon Senfe has emphatically exprefled it, 24.¢ the
time bas found us, 1 can by no means aflent to,
{from any thing [ have yet fcen or heard on the
fubje@—that hical g are deftruc-
tive of happineis, and that common wealths are
more likely to produce peace, fafety, and hberty to
a people, were pofitions equally jult half a cenlutyi

the fky, united upon the principles of perfed equa-
Jity; and gravitating towards each other, with
wonderful adjuitment, mutwally auraéed and mu-
toally repelled; thus, gentle reader, was my imu
pination led captive, with fiery velacity, through a
4 pleafing, unknown, and mighty espanle, sill at
length, fangued with the rapidiy of my courfe, I
ahghted in my caty charr, and took d4 recolte@ive
view of my journcy; but alas, | couMl not call to
mind a fingle ftige, on which [ had given reft to
the foal o my toot; the Sun was 100 hot, Saturn
was 100 cold, the Moon tottered with unlteady mo-
tion, Venus held forth deceitiul pleaiures. Mercury
was unfived, Jupiter had too much the anfterity of
monarchy about lum, and Mars solled his rivers in
torients of bloods in thort, 1 could not find that
any part of my ity progrel was fraught with
hippinefs, for 4 being thar had fo much of morta-
lity about himy like Noib’s dove I returned to the
ark, and began to confider, that it was better to
wait tll the waters were affiaged, and to hope for
apleafing profpcdt, of the former verdure, which
had fpread the plains and crowned the mountains
but by no means to quit the ark, till it had refted
on dry ground, and till the heavens were ferene.—
Thus | ftood on the fecond reading of Common
Senfe—determined to remain in the ark, thatis, to
continue our prefent oppofition to Grea:-Britain
till a firm bafis of hiberty can be eflablifhed, and
then to review thofe pleafing happy haunts, which
1 frequently had vificed in the innocent days of my
youth, where joys unmolelted fmiled around me,
and plenteous fields broke in vpon my wondering
fight from every avenue of the covert; furely
thele were not delufive ideal pleafures that, hike
vifions of the night, have decerved my mind, but
were the golden fruits of former days; fruits which
miy grow again upon the fame foil, cherifhed by
the fame friendly hand—1I know the wild boar of
the foreit has broken in upon our borders, and car-
ried defiru@ion <nd devastation betore himj but

gone torily, and I hope toon to hear of its utter
overthrow, for a Rockingham Camden, Richmond,
Ponionby, Fitzwilliam, Abergavenny, Abingdon,
Manchefter, &ev have joined the chafe-— with
shefe men, and with every virtuous fon of Britain
may Lend my days, in the molt per/ei? union : by
therr influence, and fuperior abilities, { will hope
10 lee a total detertion of the diabolical fyft m of
government, eft +blifhed by the preent ruling junto,
and & happy, perfe@t harmony, reflored to both
countreis, being convinced, from every obfervation
T hwve becn able to make, as well as from the uni-
form fenti ofthe H ble Conti 1 Core
grels, that a reconciliation with Great Britain, up-
on conftitutional piinciples, is the moft ecertain
foundation for American happinefs.~

In a total {eparation I behold a tedious and ex~
penfive war; the blood of thoufands bedewing the
ground, and the whole wealth of the continent,
the whole labour of a century, vanilh'd in air; the
laltis an obje@t of triffing importance I grant, but
the lofs of t{]e fives of my fellow creatures, flls my
foul with horror; Whillt England continues bent
Upon enforcing her cruel mandates, Talio grant
that I fee nothing before me but death or flavery;
but the profecution of her plan muft prove fo ruin
ous to herfelf, that a day mul fhortly come, when
her eyes will be opened, and then may her venges
2nce burlt on the heads of the contrivers of our
mutual ruin ! Howcver muach we muy flatter our
felves with aflittance from France, or diverfions in
our favour trom her forces, either in the Wefl-
Indies or any other quarter, I cannot but acknow-
chgg that I efteem them too problematical and un-
certain for us to depend on.  France and Spain
are natural enemies to every Englifiman and
Boihing can afford their politics 2 higher gratifi-
Cltion, than viewing our unnatural conteft; every
unhappy vidtim thar falls on both fides, muit be a
political caufe of triumph, fince the deftruction of a
much dreaded rival, is effefted without Jofs of cither
blood or treafure to themy that 1heir merchantd
will furnith us with arms and military ftores, and
that the courts of¢France and Spain will wink at
the fupply, I moft firmly believe, but this is alf we
can loo_lr for, und all we have a right to exped
for raging as our pallions are at prefent, againft
the anthors of our calamities, I cannot but think
that 2 day awill come, when we fhall diferimin ite

“ween our interelts and our refentments; and
'xlﬁfut we fhall revnite us biethren, that have differcd

“ough the inftigation of milchievous incendiaries,

|

the huncimen are in arms, the found of the horn is*

ago.~Every inft the p o
Kings, and the Englith form of government, might
have been then urged with equal force; the princi-
ple remains invariably the fame; the true end of all
government is the happinels of the governed.—I
defpile the doérines of hereditary fucceflion and di-
vine right to rule, as inherent in #4/s or sbst man,
1 reject from my creed every ordinance that hasnot
the happinels of the people for its ultimate objet—
but the grand quefons are, is @ ebangs neceffary,
and is this the time for it?—

The frlt queltion, with refpe& to the rudiments
‘of government, 1 have belore faid, was as nece1
ry fifty years ago as at this day; but the fecond
queftion, which wasto carry it into execution, was
to determitie them both: Had our foretathers fatin
council on the debate, they undoubtedly would
have thought it tdo early, in the day—they would
have weigh'd their then pretent certain fiuation
with the uncertain futurc; every connedtion and

j 1t fe ion and deprivation, would have
been canvaffed with earneftnefs and attention, and
¢to which ever fide happinels préponderated, that
would have been their choice.  We, it feems, fifty
years after, have taken up the important queltion.
1 afl pardon of the Hon. Continental Congrels and
the Affemblies and Conventions of the feveral colo-
nies, for ufing the term #%, 1 only mean the poli-
tical writers on this queltion, for none of thats bo-
dies have yet meddled with it, but with all defer-
ence | prefume to hope, they will not deem the ar-
guments on both fides unworthy of their notice:
Fire may be fruck from flints, and honey extracted
from 4 poppy. Ilay we have taken up the impor-
tant queltion; it certainly then behovesus with the
uemoit deliberation to confider every probable con-
fequence; to view the ground well on which we
are to erect this amazing fabric; we molt expedt
the {torms will beat, and the tempefts blow upon
our building—our foundation fhould be fixed upon
a mighty rock} which rock is the happinets of the
people; for unlefs the change will produce us more
real happinefs, than we have heretofore enjoyed
we fhali long repent the change. 1 fhould there-
fore be glad to be informed by the writer of Com-
mon Senfe-—

‘Whether inanew form of government, I fhall en-
joy 4 greater portion of religious kiberty thanIhave
been uled to; whether [ thall have faller fecurity
than heretofore in protefling with this or that fo&
of chriftians, of Foing to this o1 that place of wor-
dhip of paying this or that minifter ot the Goipel,
or not paying at all if' ibould join myfelf to fuch
fe@s as have no regular eltablithed preachers; whe-
ther in matters of perfonal liberty, I fhall have
fafer and more enlarged protection againt men in
power, than the habeas corpus ad, or a tiial by ju-
ry has always given mej whether in matters ot pro-
perty I thall be better guarded than by the prelent
laws of the land, determined by ajury of 12 honeft
men; whether I fhall have laws more fitted to my
real happinefé, than I now have by the men chofen
to reprelent me by an impaidial bullor. Whether
the acquifition of property will be more eafy for
me than herctotore, and whether the expences of
1upporting govurnment, will be diminifhed .—~—1In
fhore, 1 fhould be glad to have it clear’d up to me,
that, I am to enjoy a greater libesty of confeience,
a greater degree of perfonal fecurity, mare natural
{reedom, to pofle(s more Jargely the means of ac-
quirmg 4 comfortable fibfiftence, and not to have
the expences of government call on me for taxes
overproportioned to the additional bencfits to be
derived irom the change=if theft can be cleared up
to my fatisfu@ion —here's my hand and here’s my
heart.—1I am divefted of all prejudices n favonr of
our old connechion, except what are founded ina
recolleétion of the bleflings we once enjoyed, and
in the bélief of a poffibility of a happy reunion.—
At any rate I can difcover no immediate neccility
for coming to a declfion on the point—I fhould
rather prefer difpatching trufly ambaffidars to
France and Spain, to know what dependence we
can have on their friendihip, av the fame time to
Leep up a4 petfe@ harmony and union amongf our-
felves—every day adds ftrength to America, and
England alone ¢an fuffer bythe delay; the ports
are now as open to all the world as they vould be
by an a&ual declaration of independencey for even
then we fhould have to combat the powers of Eng.
land, juftas we have now; and they finding us de-
termined to caft off all connedtion, might exsrt
their forces more defirudtively than it is their inte-
el at prefent to attempt; as 10 France or Spain’s
waiting for the form of 4 declaration of indepen.

dence, T condeive no gentleman can ferioully aflign
that agan argument ; when nation inclines to raife
againft nation, it is their intereft and their ability,
not their pundtilio, which they lave to cunfultim
No ftate ever yet was deterred from miltary enter-
prizes, by the influence of modefty and decorum—
they may be motives wich private perfons, but never
with Princes.—In the mean time we ihafl be trying
the cxperiment of exporting our own producc, of
importing the manuta&tures of Earope, and ot ob-
ferving the temper of the European powers—lome
favourable clange may happen in England, that
may give us a greater fhare of libarty n we ever
joyed; life is nacertain to thegre -+ aswell s
a Kind protedting arm of Providence may
be held dorth to our velicf, and a happy ttep may
be put to the fanguinary tide.—
“ He fees ulike, as equal God of all,
“ A hero perith or a iparrow fal
Thele 'y Countrymen uare the fentiments of a
man, who has no intereft, but what is wound up
in your intetefl, who hus not a with but tor the
happinels of munkind, and who would think his
tittle all, too fmall a price for the purchale of the
peace, liberty, and tafety ot America.
MODERATOR.,
S sk et s s ek s sl
WILLIAMSBURUG, Apilig
Oa Sunday the 30th w t. the floop Laberey, ot Perth Ambuy,
from Sr. Euftatia, With 83 banels of gunpow dery 21 bilesor dry
gonds, and two hogMeads of medicin aken by a ceder,
off the capes of Philuderptua, and iato Nuitslh, 1he
Captam, od three pfieogers, are made clofe prifoners T e
mate eleaed ; he fays he was ae Antigua, whuse were 000 Rrie
tfh troops, making peparaucns o fail 1o fome part of the con~

tinent.
WATERTOWN, Apilrg
Laft Thusfday three boats, with 16 hands, ook a fnow bound
from Grenada to Bofton, James Fuz, matier, and carried her imnco
Cohafler. Hes carge coififls (€ 3¢4 puncheons of rum, 49 bare
rels £ fuga, 1o barrals of coflee, 3 cons of hay, fome wood, and
sbout 10 barrels of porh and beef, a valuble prize.
N EW.L O N.D ON, April tg.
, Bell, in eleven davs from St. Marcing we bara, that 15
farl of French fhips f1he | ne, and feveral figates, Id a ryved at
Martinico, trem Old an;;, P few days betire he fuled,

N B K, Aprilag
Exurfof g letter from a geatleman ac Albany, to hisfiiend in

weYark,

4 1 have been to1d that Gereral Weofter is gone to Quebec, and
that he had fad, w hen be Jefc Moncreal, thot he wonid fale the
‘walls of chat place If there was (pace fuficent betw e them and

the he vens ™ X
P LADETLTPHI A
Extralt of a lerter fiom Vurgiana duted Aprid 1g,

“ Te fs certan Mr, Aschubold Gavan's vefil, and o miosber of
Scarch paffengers. ace. flopped, and the propeety foiz d, hcfly
confiling uf fpecie, to the amounc of ffty thoulund puunts,
which, 1 condemned, will be no bad fiell Guics uf your refolus
cion for reprifal, "The veffel being Govar's, 1 fuppofs wili be
confidered as Americsa prcperty, but the ¢ah, L+ 1 ¢ or granted,
wos moflly colietted fne the pencipals i Scotland.®

A later from New-Youh, dated the 24th anft, {ays,  Seventy
meh went athore {r m the men of war at the Hruk o fo ger water,
but, being attached by our people, they fied ino the ight heuie,
where they are tarrounded * |
* ¢ 4 Scutled Citicen, Advertifiments, &e, pmitted

this week, for want of reom, fhall have a place in

r net.

kst a‘,s
T O

ok e ol S s e seale ol
B E 5
LOT of GROUND, adjoining the town
of Manheim, in the county of Lancafter,
containing two acres and one hundred and four
perches, being that oot-lor, which in the plon of
the faid town, is marked and called Number ten.
Alfo, one other LOT, in or newr the fuid
town of Manbelm, containing ten actcs and forry
four perches, adjoining the lots ot Fredersck Leifer,
Nicholas Canour, and others, being that parc ot 2
trat of {even hundred acres of hind divided into
lots, whichin the plan of the fuid divifion is marked
and called Number thirtys The title and terms
may be known by applying to
3m. MNIERS FISHER.

UN-AWAY the 22d tuft, frm the Subferiber, in
Powideme sownmhip, Phuludelrhiy county, sn Lol fh
SCRVANT MAN, mmed THUMAS SALTAR, of

middle age and middle fze, prerey brow amd firang made, liphe

bair, a full face, red and 1mpu lenc larve nde, s |od ane ut hig

Tegs broke which is vow fmalter and fhare thanthe ches, and

gives hum a butip 1o s walking, e hid onanald fele h € wichy

3 very nurow by an ald ozmbug e, a hght clath appee

juekee bulf warn, having caffs, aod the eves @ feele dudir ne

aloured Erom the body, un old biaan forect ¢huly uader jher,

ol Reather breeches Jighe blue flockings and old Mhous. T3 very

apt toget  higuor and when fo very naity and uaruly, Wh cvee

Trsuscs him wy any Griol, 1 that bis Aaiicy mav have him again,

fall bave THREE POUND S Reward,

padby  ROWLAND EVANS,

OR Sile fpermceti and teain Oil, by the cufk,

Apply to William Bacrcll, at Lis itore, thenorth
caft corner of Muiket and Second [treets, where he
las av1ri$t{ of DRY GOODS, the remains of his
Jak general impoitations, which he will il on
reafonable Lerms,

. B. Pepper at fix fhilliags and fispence per
pound by the half dozen or npwards.

ADME to the pluntation ot the fublerib=r, on

the goth of Murch lakt, in the townfhip of
Northampton, in the county of Bucks. A hiighe
bay HOR SE, 2bout 14 hands high, a lerpe
ftar in s forchead, tiots and cantars well; the
ald horfe had 4 Lridle en when taken up,  The
owner coming, proving his prepurty, paging
charges, may have him again, by applying to
dpril g, 776 JUHN BLAKER, juar.

Good & C};a—; w rifing l’;;;e}

Ta be Sild By the Pruntes beresf,
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