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ADDRESS

'LEGI'SLATURE
TO?‘HE
CITI1'Z EN S

TERRITORY or the UNITED STATES, NORTH-WEST of tae. RIVER OHIO.
s o e oot bre st -+t s
FELLOW-CITIZENS;

' VJE ate not infenfible of the honor conferred on us in fele@ing us to the honorable, though arduous tafk of framing laws to prote& and fecure
the perfonal rights and the property of fo numerous and refpeQable a clafs of men, fettled over an extenfive traét of country. How far we have fuc-
teeded in the execution of our dutyto effe fo defirable and important an obje&, can only be known when thofe laws fhall come into operation ;—
but if good intentions can entitle us to your approbation, we fhall receive it from a brave and generous people, with pleafing fenfations.

Ir muft have been eafily forefeen that the expences arifing on our entering upon the prefent ftage of government would be confiderable. To pro-

vide for thefe expences, a Land tax prefents itfelf as the principal, if not the only obje& of which we could avail ourfelves for this purpofe—we con-
ceive this the leaft burdenfome to the greateft clafs of citizens, as no fmall propottion will be paid by perfons living without the Territory owning

large trads of land therein, Our foil, climate, and navigabie waters, prefent to the mind of obfervation and contemplation, the moft pleafing

views and profpe&s*;f?thc future‘ greatnefs, and importance of this part of the American Empire, but to realize thefe advantages, exertions muft be

male, which are within the power of an induftrious, enterprizingand enlightened people: Let the prefent generation fet the example by difcoun-

tenancing idlenefs and diffipation ; and, on the other hand, by encouragmg induftry, frugality, temperance and every moral vmue, and in a few

years the defért will difappear before the hand of mduﬁry, the fields wiil be covered with flocks, and the face of nature will bloffom like the rofe.—

Reli sion, morality and knowledge, are neceflary to all good governments, fay the venerable framers of our Conflitutfon, and to this great truth,

every man of liberal information will fubfcribe. The liberal grantsof land from the United States, for the purpofe of ereing and endowing a
Univer(ity, and other Seminaries of Learning, for private fchools, and for the fupport of Religion, areadvantages fugerior in thele refpes, perhaps,

to thofe which any other country can boaft of, and no time will be loft ia bringing thefe advantages into atual operation ; to thefe advantages let us

contributs as far as we are-able, that wifdom, knowledge and virtue, maybe widclj diffufed. Let us inculcate the principles of humanity, benevolences
Bonclly and pun@uality in dealing ; fincerity, charity, and all the focial affeGiions.

Lz it be remembered, that the foundation of public profperity and happinefs, muft be laid in private families ;—every well ordered family is
& Mule amiable community ; and a great community made up of fuch families, muft be profperous and happy at home, and refpe&able abroad,

EDWARD TIFFIN,
;é'pmkc’r of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.
H. VANDER BURGH,
l’reﬁricrzt' of the Council:

ATTEST, :
JOHN REILY, & -
Clerk of the Houft of Repre........ .
¥8th December, 1799. e



