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CONSTITUTION

O 7F

HEE L AS all the conftitutional Authority, ever

NEW-TERSEY.
poflefled by the Kings of Great-Britain over thefe

; i Colonies, or their other Dominions, was, by

Compa&, derived from the People, and held of them for
~ the common Intereft of the whole Society; Allegiance and
Protetion are, in the Nature of Things, reciprocal Ties,
each equally depending upon the other, and hable to be
diffolved by the other’s being refufed or withdrawn. And
- whereas George the Third, King of Grear-Britain, has refuf-
ed Protection to the good People of thefe Colonies; and, by
affenting to fundrs A, ot the Britifl +.dizment, attcmptcd
to fubjet them ‘o the abiclute Dominion of that Body; and
has alfo made War upon them in the moft cruel ~ad unnatu-
ral Manner, for no other Caufe than afferting their juft
Rights, all civil Authority under him is neceffarily at an

End, and a Diflolution of Government in each Colony has
confequently taken Place.

AND
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AND WHEREAS In the prefent deplorable Situation of thefe
Colonies, expofed to the Fury of a crucl and relentlefs Ene-
my, fome I'orm of Government is abfolutely neceffary, not
only for the Prefervation of good Order, but alfo the more
effcGtually to unite the People, and enable them to exert
their whole Force in their own neceflary Defence; and as
the Honourable the Continental Congrefs, the Supreme
Council of the American Colonies, has advifed fuch of the
Colonics, as have not yet gone into the Meafure, to adopt
for themfelves refpectively fuch Government, as fhall beft
conduce to their own Happinefs and Safety, and the Well-
~ Being of America in general; We, the Reprefentatives of
the Colony of New-ferfey, having been elected by all the
Counties in the freeft Manner,  and in Congrefs affembled,
have, after mature Deliberation, agreed upon a Set of
Charter-Rights, and the Form of a Conftitution, in Manner
following, Videlicet: | |

I. THatT the Government of this Province thall be vefted
in a Governor, Legiflative Council, and General Aflembly.

- II. TuaT the faid Legiflative Council and Aflembly fhall

be chofen, for the firft Time, on the fecond Twefday of Augu/?
next; the Members whereof thall be the fame in Number
and Qualifications as is herein after mentioned; and fthall be
and remain vefted with all the Powers and Authority to be
held by any future Legiflative Council and Affembly of this
Colony, until the fecond Tuefday in Ofober, which will be in
the Year of our Lord One Thoufend Seven Hundred and

Sevcnty-feven.

III. Tuar
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11, Traar on the faid fecond Tuefday in Oober, yearly
and every Ycear for-cver (with the Privilege of adjourning
from Day to Day as Occafion may require) the countics
fhall feverally choofe one Perfon to be a Member of the
Legiflative Council of this Colony, who fhall be and have
been for onc whole Year next before the Ele&ion, an Inha-
bitant and I'recholder in the county in which he 1s chofen,
and worth at lcalt One Thoufund Pounds, Proclamation Mo-
ney, of Real and Perfonal Eftate within the fame county
That, at the fame Time, cach county thall alfo choofe three
Members of Affembly; provided, that no Perfon fhall be
cntitled to a Scat in the faid Aflembly, unlefs he be and have
been for onc whole Year ncxt before the Ele@ion, an Inha-
bitant of the county hc 1s to reprefent, and worth Fiee
Hundred Pounds, Proclamation Money 1n Real and Perfonal
Lftate in the fame county: That, on the fecond Tuefiday
next after the Day of Election, the Council and Affembly
{hall feparately mcet ; and that the confent of both Houfes
thall be neceflary to every Law, provided that feven fhall be
1ngrum of the Council for doing Bufinefs; and that no
Law fhall pafs, unlefs there be a Majorlty of all the Repre-
fentatives of cach Body perfonally prefent and agrecing
thereto.  Provided always, That 1f a Majority of the Re-
prefentatives of this Province in Council and General Affem-
bly convened, thall, at any Time or Times hereafter, judgc
it cquntdbl and proper to add to or diminith the Number
or Proportion of the Members of the Aflembly forany county
or countics 1n this Colony, then, and in fuch cafe, the fame
may, on the Principles of more cqual Reprefentation, be
lawfully done, any Thing in this Charter to the contrary
notwithftanding ; fo that the whole Number of Reprefenta-

B tives
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tives in Affembly fhall not at any Time be lefs than thirty-

nine.

IV. Tuar all Inhabitants of this Colony of full Age,
who are worth Fifty Pounds, Proclamation Money, cicar
Eftate in the fame, and have refided within the county in
which they claim a Vote for twelve Months immediately pre-
ceding the Ele&ion, thall be entitled to vote for Reprefen-
tatives in Council and Affembly; and alfo for all other
publick Ofhcers that fhall be elected by the People of the
_county at Large,

V. THaaT the Aflembly, when met, fhall have Power to
choofe a Speaker, and other their Ofhcers; to be Judges of
the Qualifications and Elections of their own Members ; fit
upon their own Adjournments ; prepare Bills to be paffed into
Laws, and to empower their Speaker to convene them, when-
ever any extraordinary Occurrence fhall render it neceflary.

VI. Tuat the Council fhall alfo have Power to prepare
- Bills to pafs into Laws, and have other like Powers as the
Aflembly, and in all Refpets be a free and independant
Branch of the Legiflature of this Colony ; fave only that
they fhall not prepare or alter any Money Bill, which
{hall be the Privilege of the Aflembly ; that the Council
fhall, from Time to Time, bc convened by the Governor
or Vice-Prefident, but muft be convened at all Times when
the Aflembly fits ; for which Purpofe the Speaker of the
Houfe of Affembly fhall always immediately after an Ad-
Journment give Notice to the Governor or Vice-Prefident of

the Time and Place to which the Houfe 1s adjourned.
VII. THAT
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VII. Thrat the Council and Affembly jointly at their firft
Mccting, after each annual Election, fhall, by a Majority
of Votes, ele& fome fit Perfon within the Colony to be a
Governor for one Year, who fhall be conftant Prefident of
the Council, and kave a cafting Vote in their Proceedings ;

and that the Council themfelves thall choofe a Vice-Prefi-
dent, who thall a& as fuch in the Abfence of the Governor.

VIII. Tuar the Governor, or, in his Abfence, the Vice-
Prefident of the Council, fhall have the Supreme executive
Power, be Chancellor of the Colony, and aét as Captain-
General and Commander in chief of all the Militia, and
other military Force in this Colony ; and that any three or
more of the Council fhall, at all Times, be a Privy Coun-
cil to advife the Governor in all cafes, where he may find it
neceflary to confult them ; and that the Governor be Ordi-
nary or Surrogate General.

IX. THAT the Governor and Council (feven whereof fhall
be a Quorum) be the Court of Appeals in the laft Refort
“in all Caufes of Law as heretofore ; and that they poflefs the
Power of granting Pardons to Criminals after Condemnation
in all Cafes of Treafon, Felony, or other Offences.

X. Trat Captains, and all other inferior Officers of the
Militia, fhall be chofen by the companies in the refpetive
counties ; but Field and General Officers by the Council
and Affembly.

XI. TuaT the Council and Affembly fhall have Power to
make the Great Seal of this Colony, which fhall be kept by
' the
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the Governor, or, 1n his Abfence, by the Vice-Prefident of

.the Council, to be ufed by them as Occafion may require ;
and it thall be called The Great Seal of the Colony of New-

Jerfey.

XII. Tuar the Judges of the Supreme Court fhall con-
tinue in Office for feven Years, the Judgces of the Inferior
Court of Common Pleas in the feveral counties, Juftices
of the Pcace, Clerks of the Supreme Court, Clerks of the
Inferior Courts.of Common Pleas, and Quarter-Seflions, the
Attorney-General and Provincial Secretary, fhall continue in
Oftice for five Years, and the Provincial Treafurer fhall con-
tinue i Office for one Year; and that they fhall be feverally
appointed by the Council and Aflembly in Manner aforefaid,
and cemmiflioned by the Governor, or, in his Abfence, by
the Vice-Prefident of the Council. Provided always, That

the faid Officers feverally fhall be capable of being re-ap-
pointed at the End of the Terms feverally before hmlted

and that any of the faid Officers fhall be liable to be dif-
miflfed, when adjudged guilty of Mifbehaviour by the Coun-
cil on an Impeachment of thc Affembly.

XIII. THat the Inhabitants of each county, qualified to
vote as aforefaid, fhall, at the Time and Place of eleéting
their Reprefentatives, annually ele one Sheriff, and one or
more Coroners ; and that they may re-elect the fame Peifon
to fuch Offices, until he fhall have ferved three Years, but
no longer; after which three Years fhall elapfe before the
fame Perfon is capable of being elected again. When the
Eleion is certified to the Governor or Vice-Prefident, un-

der the Hands of f{ix rreeholdcrs of the county for Whldl
they
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they were cleted, they thall be immediately commiflioned
to terve in their refpe&tive Offices.

XIV. THart the Townthips, at their annual Town-Meet-
ings for ele¢ting other Ofhicers, fhall choofe Conftables for the
Diftriéts refpectively ; and alfo three or more judicious I'ree-
holders of good Character to hear and finally determine all
Appeals relative to unjuft Affeflments in Cafes of publick
Taxation; which Commiflioners of Appeal fhall, for that
Purpofe, fit at fome fuitable Time or Times to be by them
appointed, and made known to the People by Advertifements.

XV. THat the Laws of this Colony fhall begin in the fol-
lowing Style, viz. Be it enalled by the Council and General
Affembly of this Colony, and it is hereby enated by the Authority
of the fame: 'That all Commiffions, granted by the Gover-
nor or Vice-Prefident, fhall run thus—T7he Colony of New-
Jerfey to A B &c. Greeting : find that all Writs fhall likewife
run in the Name of the Colony: And that all Indi@&ments
{hall conclude in the following Manncr, viz. againf? the Peace
-~ of this Colony, the Government, and Dignity of the fame.

XVI. THAT all Criminals fhall be admitted to the fame
Privileges of Witnefles and Counfel, as their Profecutors are
or thall be entitled to.

XVII. THaTt the Eftates of fuch Perfons as fhall deftroy
their own Lives fhall not, for that Offence, be forfcited ;
but fhall defcend in the fame *fanner as they would havc
done had {uch Perfons died in a natural Way; nor fhall any
Article, which may occafion accidentally the Death of any

| C once,
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one, be henceforth deemed a Deodand, or in anywife forfeit.
ed on Account of {uch Misfortune.

XVUIL TaAT no Perfon fhall cver within this Colony be
deprived of the ineftimable Privilege of worthipping Almigh-
ty Gop in a Manner agreeable to the Dictates of his own
Confcience; nor under any Pretence whatfoever compelled to
attend any Place of Worthip, contrary to his own Faith and
Judgment ; nor thall any Perfon within this Colony ever be
obliged to pay Tithes, Taxes, or any other Rates, for the
Purpofe of building or repairing any Church or Churches,
Place or Places of Worthip, or for the Maintenance of any
Minifter or ‘Miniftry, contrary to what he believes to be
Right, or has deliberately or voluntarily engaged himfelf to
perform. . | ;

. XIX. THaAT there fhall be no Eftablithrnent of any one
religious Se& in this Province in Preference to another ; and
that no Proteflant Inhabitant of this Colony thall be denied
the Enjoyment of any civil Right merely on Account of his
religious Principles; but that all Perfons, profeffing a Belief
in the Faith of any Proteftant Se®, who fhall demean them-
felves peaceably under the Government as hereby eftablifhed,
thall be capable of being elected into any Ofhce of Profit or
Truft, or being a Member of either Branch of the Legifla-
ture, and fhall fully and freely enjoy every Privilege and
Immunrity enjoyed by others their Fellow-Subjeéls.

XX. Tuar the Legiflative Department of this Colony
may, as much as poffible, be preferved from all Sufpicion of
Corruption, none of the Judges of the Supreme or other

Courts,
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Courts, Sheriffs, or any other Perfon or Perfons poflefled of
any Poft of Profit under the Government, other than Juftices
of the Peace, fhall be entitled to a Seat in Aflembly; but
that, on his being elected and taking his Seat, his Office or
Poft thall be confidered as vacant. '

XXI. TuaT all the Laws of this Province, contined in
the Edition lately publithed by Mr. A/infon, thall be and
remain in full Force, until altered by the Legiflature of this
' Colony (fuch only excepted as are incompatible with this
Charter) and fhall be, according as heretofore, regarded in
all Refpeés by all civil Officers, and others, the good People
of this Province. |

XXII. Tuar the Common Law of England, as well as {o
.much of the Statute-Law, as have been heretofore practifed
in this Colony, fhall flill remain in Force, until they {hau
“be altered by a future Law of the Legiflature ; {uch Parts

nly excepted as are repugnant to the Rights ard Privilege
contained in this Charter; and that the ineftimable Right of
~ Trial by Jury fhall remain confirmed, as a Part of the Law
of this Colony without Repeal for-ever.

- XXIII. TuaT every Perfon, who fhall be ele&ted as afore-
faid to be a Member of the Legiflative Council or Houfe of
Tembly, fhall, previous to his taking his Seat in Council
Tembly, take the following Oath or Affirmation, wiz.

« B do folemnly declare, . that, as a Member of the Legifla-
tive Council (or Affembly as the Cafe may be ) of the Colony of
New-]Jerfey, I will not affent to any Law, Vote or Proceeding,
which fball appear to me injurious to the publick W elfare of faid

Colony,




[ 12 ]
Co/wz 1y, .Ho¥ t/Jat j/aall amml or ircpeal that Part of the third*
“Sedtion in the Charter of this Colony, which eftablifbes that the

. Ele&ions of Members of the Legiflative Council and Ajemé/v v
fhall be annual, nor that Part of the twenty fecom‘l SefFion in
faid Charter refpeting the Trial by Fury, nor that Shall annul,
“repeal or alter any Part or Parts of the eighteenth or nineteenth

Sections: af the fame. And any Perfon or Perfons, who fhall
. be elected as aforefaid, is hereby empowered to adminifter to

the {aid Members the faid Oath or Aﬁirmation.

Prowded a/ways, and zz‘ 15 tlwe true Im‘ent‘ and ,zWeanmg of
- this Congrefs, 'That if a Reconciliation between Great-Britain
r'and thefe Colonies thould take Place, and the latter be again
‘+~aken under the Proteion and Government of the Crown
4 of Great-Brzfam,, this Charter thall be nuII and v01d other-
W1fe to 1ema1n ‘firm and 1nv1olable. |

\

. 7 Pfu‘! i uhzgreﬁ, New- Je“fe) >
}} Burlmgton, July 2, 1776.

ERRY :'a ! ,, By Order of Congreﬁ, ,
* . SAMUEL T 'CKER, Prefident.

Extrad from the Minutes,
WILLIAM PATERSON, Sec.



