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N' E W ~ .1 E R S E Y. 

HE1~f"A.3 all the canftitutiunal Authority, ever 
poifeffed by the Kings of Great-Britain over there 
Colonies, or their other Dominions, was, by 

CompaCl, derived from the People, and held of them for 
the common Interefl: of the whole Society; Allegiance and 
ProteCl:ion are,· in the Nature of Things" reciprocal Ties, 
each equally depending upon the other, and liable to be 
di1folved by the other's being refufed or withdrawn. And 

, whereas George the Third, King of Great-Britain, has refuf­
ed ProteCtion to the good People of thefe Colonies; and, by 
affenting to foodr'? .L~e:, of the Bt:itijb ::>:,.d;~:C'lent, attempted 
to fubjeCl: them ~'O the abfolute Dominion of that Body; and 
has alfo made War uyon them in the moil cruel ~nd unnatu­
ral Manner, for no other Caufe than afferting their juft 
Rights, all civil Authority under hinl is necdfarily at an 
End, and a Diffolution of Government in each Colony ha~ 
cor.Jequently taken Place. 

AND 
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AND WHERE~S in the prefent deplorable SituCi:tion of thefe 
Colonies, expofed to the Fury of a cruel and relentlefs Ene­
my, fom~ 1'Orn1 of Government is abfolutely neceffary. not 
only for the Pri{cfvation of good Order, but alfo the nlore 
effccrually fo unite the People, and enable them to exert 
their whole }'orce in their own necdfary Defence; and as 
the Honourable the Continental Congrefs, the Supreme 
Council of the American Colonies, ha~ advifed fuch of the 
Colonies, as have not yet gone 'into the Meafure, to adopt 
for themfelves refpecrively fuch Government, as fhall beft 
conduce to their own Happinefs and Safety, an.d the Well­
Being .of America in general; W e~ the Reprefentatives of 
the Colon y of New-Jerfey, having been elecred by all the 
Counties in the freeH: Manner, : and in Congrefs affembled, 
have, . after ,mature Deliberation, CJ.greed. upon a Set of 
Charter-~ights, and the Form of a Confl:itution, ~n Manner 
following, Videlicet .-

I. THA l' the Government of this Province" fhall be vefred 
in a Governor, Legiflative Council, and General Alfembly. 

II. THA T the faid Lt'gif1ative Council and Affembly fhall 
be chofen, for thefirfl: Time, on the fecond ruefday of Augufl 
next; the Members whereof fllall be the fame in Number 
and QEalifications as is herein after mentioned; and fhall be 
and remain veiled with all the Powers and Authority to be 
held by any future Legiflative Council and Affembly of t~is 
Colony, until the fecond Tt,efday· in O,,90ber, which will be in 
the Year of our Lord One Thouf2,nd Seven Hundred and 
Seventy-feven . 

• 
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111. THAT on the [aid fecond Tu~rd(~v in Ot/obur, yearly 
and every 'Year for-ever (with the Pri,'ilege of adjourning 
frOIn Day to ])ay as Occailon nlay require) the counties 
fll~tll. fever'lll",· cl1()()fc ()ne I)crfc)n tC) l)c ~l MCll1bcr ()t~ tIle , 
Legiflative Council of this Colony, who jhall be and have 
been for one whole Year next before the Election, an Inha­
bitant and Jireeholder in the county in which he is chofen, 
and worth at leafl: Oue Thol!fllld Po II llds , Proclalllation Mo­
ney, of Real and Perfonal Eflate within the fil111e county: 
That, at the falne Tinle, each county ihall al{() choofe three 
Menlbers of Affe111bl y; provided, that no Perfon fllall be 
entitled to a Seat in the faid Affenlbly, llnle[~ he be and have 
l)een for Olle \vholc Y car next before tI1e Electi()11, an Il1ha­
bitant of the county he is to rcprefent, and worth Fh'e 
HUlldred ])0 11 lids , Proclalnation Money in Real and Per[ona] 
'Efiatc in the h"lme county: That, on the fecand TuifrlaJI 
next after the Day of Election, the Council and A.ffembly 
ihall feparatcly Ineet; and that the confent of both Houfes 
illall be neceffary to every Law, provided that feven {hall be 
a ~orum of the Council for doing Buftnefs; and that no 

, Law fllall pa[~, unlefs there be a Majority of an the Repre­
fentatives of each Body perfonally prefcnt and agreeing 
thereto. Provided always, That if a Majority of the Re­
prefcntativcs of this Province in Council and General Affem­
bly convened, thall, at any Time or Times hereafter, judge 
it equitable and proper to add to or diminif11 the NllInber 
or Proportion of the Men1bers of the Affembly for any county 
or counties in this Colony, then, and in [uch cafe, the falne 
ll1ay, on the Principles of lTIOlT equal Rcprc[entatiol1, he 
lawfully done, any T'lling in this Charter to the contrary 
natwithflanJing; fi> that the whole N unlbcr of R.eprdcnta-

II tivcs 
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tives in A{fembly {hall not at any Time be lefs than thirty-
• nIne. 

IV. TH A T all Inhabitants of this Colony of full Age, 
who are worth Fifty Pounds, Proclan1ation Money, clear 
Efiate in the fame, and have refided within the county in 
which they clai~ a Vote for twelve Months immediately pre­
ceding the EleCl:ion, fhall be entitled to vote for Reprefen­
tatives in Council and Affembl y; and alfo for all other 
publick Officers that fhall be elected by the People of the 

." county at Large. 

V. TH"AT the Affembly, when met, {hall have Power to 
choofe a Speaker, and other their Officers; to be Judges of 
the Qgalifications and EleCl:ions of their own Members; fit 
upon their own Adjournments ; prepare Bills to be paffed into 
Laws, and to empower their Speaker to convene them, when­
.ever any extraordinary Occurrence thall render it neceffary. 

\rJ. THAT the Council fhall alfo . have Power to prepare 
Bills to pafs into Laws, and have other like Powers as the 
Affembly, and in all RefpeCl:s be a free and independant 
Branch of the Legiflature of this Col<?ny; fave only that 
they fhall not prepare or alter any Money Bill, which 
fhall be. the Privilege of the Affembly; that the Council 
ihall, from Time to Time, be convened by the Governor 
or Vice-Prefident, but mull be convened at all Times when 
the Affembly fits; for which Purpofe the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Affembly thall always in.'1mediately after an Ad-
journment give Notice to the Governor or Vice-Prefident of 
the Time and Place to which the Houfe is adjourned. 

VII. THAT 
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VII. THAT the Council and Aifembly jointly at their firn: 
Meeting, after each annual EleCl:ion, {hall, by a Majority 
of Votes, eleCl: fome fit Perron within the Colony to be a 
Governor for one Year, who fhall be confiant Prefident of 
the Council, and ha ve a caning Vote in their Proceedings; 
,lnd that tIle Council themfel ves fhall choofe a Vice-Prefi­
dent, who fhall act as fuch in the Abfence of the Governor. 

VIII. THAT the Governor, or, in his Abfence, the Vice­
Prefident of the Council, fhall have the Supreme executive 
Power, be Chancellor of the Colony, and act as Captain­
General and Commander in chief of all the Militia, and 
other military Force in this Colony,; and that any three or 
more of the Council {hall, at all Times, be a Privy Coun­
cil to advife the Governor in all cafes, where he may find it 
neceffary to confuIt them; and that the Governor be Ordi­
nary or Surrogate General. 

IX. THAT the Governor and Council (feven whereof fhall 
be a Qgorum) be the Court of Appeals in the laft Refort 

, in all Caufes of Law as heretofore; and that they poffefs the 
Power of granting Pardons to Criminals after Condemnation 
in all Cafes of Treafon, Felony, or other Oftences. 

X. TH A T Captains, and all other inferior Officers of the 
Militia, fhall be chofen by the companies in the refpeaive 
counties; but Field and General Officers by the Council 
and Affembly. 

XI. THAT the Council and Aifembly fhall have Power to 
make the Great Seal of this Colony, which fhall be kept by 

· the 
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the Governor, Of, in his Abfence, by the Vicc-Prcfident of 
,the Council, to be ufed by them as Occafioll Inay require; 
and it :Chall, be called The Great Seal d' the Colon} of New­
Jerfey. 

XII. THAT the Judges of the Supreme Court £11a11 con­
tinue in Office for feven Years, the Judges of the Inferior 
Court of Common Pleas in the feveral counties, Jufiices 
of the Peace, Clerks of the Sllprerne Court, Clerks of the 
Inferior Courts, of COlnmon Pleas, and ~1arter-Seffions, the 
Attorney~General and Provincial Secretary, :Chall continue in 
Office for five Years, and the Provincial Treafurer :Chall con­
tinu\; iii Office for one Year; and that they :Chall be feverally 
appointed by the Council and Affembly in Manner aforefaid, 
and cemmiffioned by the Governor, o~, in his Abfence, by 
the Vice-Preiident of the Council. Provided ahvays, t'fhat 
the faid Officers feverally fhall be capable of being re-ap­
pointed at the End of the Ternls feverally before limited; 
and that any of the faid Officers fhall be liable to be dif­
miffed, when adjudged guilty of Mifbehaviour by the Coun­
cil on an Impeachment of the Affembly. 

XIII. THAT the Inhabitants of each county, qualified to 
vote as aforefaid, fllall, at the Time and Place of eleaing 
their Reprefentatives, annually eleel one Sheriff, and one or 
more Coroners; and that they may re-elecr the fame Perfon 
to fuch Offices, until he lllall have ferved three Years, but 
no longer; after which three Years fhall elapfe before, the 
fame Perfon is capable, of being cIeCled again. When the 
EleCl:ion is certified to the Governor or \Tice-Prefident, un­
der the Hands of fix Freeholders of the county for which 

'. they 
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they 'were clccreu, they i11all be inlmediately commifTinllcd 
to ierve in their refped:ive Offices. 

f 

XIV. THA T the Towni11ips, at their annual TOWl,Meet· 
jngs for electing other Otlicers, fhall choofc Confiables for the 
DiHriCls refpeclively; and aifo three or more jl1diciou~ Free· 
holders of good CharaCler to hear and finally determine all 
Appeals relative to unjufi Affeffments in Cafes of pllblick 
Taxation; which Commiffioners of .l\ppeal fhall, for that 
Purpofe, lit at fome fuitable Time or Times to be by them 
appointed, and Inade known to the People by Advertifements. 

xv. THA l' the Laws of this Colony fhall begin in the fol­
lowing Style, viz. Be it enalled hy the COil/uil "'Id General 
AJ!embly if this ("%"Y, and it is herehy enafled hy the Authority 
if the falne: That all Commi ffions, granted by the Gover­
nor or Vice-Prefident, fhall run thus--The C%ily if New­
Jerfey to A B &c. G .?eti;;g: i\.nd that all Writs fhalllikewife· 
run in the Name of the Colony: And that all IndiClments 
{hall conclude in the following Manner, viz. againjl the Peace 

. if this Colony, the Government, alld Dignity oj' the flme. 

XVI. THA T all Criminals iliall be a(Imitted to the fame 
Privileges of 'Vitneffes and Counfel, as their Profecutors are 
or iliall be entitled to. 

XVII. THA T the Eftates of fuch Perfons as fhall dellroy 
their own Lives fhall not, for that Offence, be forfeited; 
but fhall defcend in the fame ~.fan~er as they would have 
done had fuch Perfons died in a ~aturaI Way; nor fllall any 
Article" which may occafion accidentally the Death of any 

C one, 
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one, be henceforth deemed a Deodand, or in anywife forfeit­
ed on Account of fuch Misfortune. . . 

XVUI. THA T no Perron fhall ever within this Colony be 
deprived of the inefiimable Privilege of worflllipping Almigh. 
ty GOD in a Manner agreeable to the Dichltes of his own 
Confcience; nor under any Pretence \vhatfoever compelled to 
attend any Place of W orihip, contrary to his own Faith and 
Judgment; nor ihall any Perron within this Colony ever be 
obliged to pay 1~ithes, Taxes, or any other Rates, for the 
Purpofe .of building or repairing any Church or Churches, 
Place or Places of W orfhip, or for the Maintenance of any 
Minifter or . Minifiry, contrary to w'hat he' believes to be 
Right, or has deliberately or voluntar~ly engaged hinlfelf to 
perform, 

~ ~ • I 

. XIX. THA T there {hal,l be no Efl:ablifllI~nent of anyone 
-religious Sea: in this Province in Preference to another; and 
that no Protejlant Inhabitant of this Colony thall be denied 
the Enjoyment of any civil Right merely on Account of his 
religious Principles;' but that all Perrons, plrofeffing a Belief 
in the Faith of any Protefiant Sea:, who fhall demean them· 
. felves peac.eably under the Government as h,:!reby efiabliihed, 
thall be capable of being eleCled into any dllice of Profit or 
Trufi, or being a Member of either Branch of the Legifla­
ture, and' fhall fully and freely enjoy every Privilege and 
Immunity enjoyed by others their Fellow-Subjeas. 

XX. THA T the Legiflative Department of this Colony 
may; as much as pomble, be preferved from all Sufpicion of 
Corruption, none of the Judges of the Supreme or other 

Courts, 
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Courts, Sheriffs, or any other Perron or Perfons pofi:eifed of 
any PoA: of Profit under the Government, other than Jufiices 
of the Peace, iliall be entitled to a Seat in Alfembly; but 
that, on his being elected and taking his Seat, his ()ffice or 
Poil: ihall be confidered as vacant. 

XXI. TH A T all the Laws of this Province, cOllti:\ined in 
the Edition lately publifhed by Mr •. Allinflll, fhallbe and 
remain in full For~c, until altered by the Legifiature of this 

. Colony (fuch only ,excepted as are incompatible '~ith this 
Charter) and fhall be, according as heretofore, regarded. in 
all Refpeas by all civil Officers, and. others, the good People 
f l· P · (), t,.llS rOVlnce . 

• . . 

XXII. TH A T the Common Law of Eng/and, as 'well as fo 
· much of the Statute-Law, as have been heretofore praCl:ifed 
ia this C(llony, !hall frill relllain ttl .F orce, until t~ey fllaLl 

. he altered by a future Law of the Legiflature;', fuch Parts 
'11y excepted as are repugnant to the Rights a~d Privi1ct;( 

contained in this Charter; and that the inefiimable Right of 
"rrial by Jury fuall remain confirmed, as a Part of the Law 
of this Colony without Repeal for-ever. 

XXIII. THA T every Perfon, who flrall be elected as afore­
faid to be a Member of the Legiflati ve Councilor Houfe of 

Tembly, ihall, previous to his taking his Seat in Council 
'rembly, take the following Oath or Affirm:ation, viz. 

4 B do fllemnly declare, . that, as a Member of tJ~e Lcgflla­
. tive Council (or A.f!embly as the Cafe may be) of tl.,e Colony if 

New-Jerfey, I will not aJfent to any La 'lV, Votc or Proceeding, 
, 'UJhic~ jhall appear to me injuriou.s to the pub/iek Welfore if Jaid 

Colony, 
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•• # .;·.Co/~llj~. '.I/O,. that Ji;dl 1111;1111: or . I jAepeai tIJat P at't of the third' 

, S~ttiot/ ill the'. Charter. if this (JOI01IJ,· 'which, ifJab{ijhes that the 
'. Ele8iolls of Member s of the Leg!Jlative Coullcil and 1/lemb~v . 

. /hall. be . anllual, 1l0r that; P art of the twentyfecol1t1 SeE/iolt in 

" 

". (aiel 'charter reJl!ell,illg the Trial bj Jury, nor .tht;lt jhall a1tIl~I, 
"'~epea' or alter allY Part .01' Parts of the eighteenth or nineteenth 
'Sec?iol1s' of the fllm~. And any Perron or Perrons, who ihall 

• -be' elea~d a~ aforefaid, is, hereby empowered to adminifier' to 
the fai({ Members the [aid Oath or Affirmation . 

• 

. -Provided always, and it is the true Il1teIJt and 1tlealtiitg l' 
", · /h~s 9ongrifs,·tfhat if a Reconciliation between Great-B.rilaill ' 

"~nd' t.he~l: ~olonies fhould take Place, an~ the latter be again' 
'~aken uouer the' Proteaion and Gov.ernment of the Crown 

/ ~ .' · "of "Great-Britain~ thi~ Ghart:er fhall be'null and vOId,' other-

• 

'wife 'to remain 'firm and inviolable. ' 

.... 
• 

Extrafl/rOl1Z the .1Winutcs, 

WILLIAM PAJfERSON,· Sec. 

, 

• 

. \ 
. -. l' I 

• 
t ,. 

Pre~dent . 
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