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A N

A N S W E R

TO

TOM PAINE' s LETTER

TO

GEN. W.ASHINGTON.

AMID the convulfions, which have for
fome years unhappily agitated the European

world.—Amid the horrors of a Revolution,
founded on animofities, hatreds, maflacres,
and blood, in which the human character
has been exhibited in all its deformity, no
man has laboured more unceafingly to unhinge
the links of focial order—and to overturn
Religion, Morality and Government, than the

enthufiaftic, the depraved, the ungrateful
Tom Paine,—

&laving
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Having developed the inveteraté malice, the
{ubtle cruelty of his character in a feries of
wild difcuffions and dangerous theories, all
tending to the overthrow of general profpe-
rity and individual Liappinefs in every coun-
try, he has now confummated his guilt, and
given the moft evident proofs of the foulnefs
of his heart, by facrificing the laft little rem-
nant of imputed patriotiim, to a faithlefs and
cowardly attack on his early benefactor and
friend.

We are not {urprifed, becaufe we difcover
plainly the immediate caufe of the violent
change that has dictated the declarations of
difcontent, and threats of hotftility, which
continue to fill the columns of the French
Journals, againft the firm and prudent con-
duct of the American Congrefs, aided by
their refpectable Prefident.—It is the bufi-
nefs of the defigning, ill-intentioned, ambi-
tious leaders of fa&ion in France, wunder
the cloak of liberty, to practife all the arts
of calumny, to miflead the people, and hurry
them into the wildeft meafures. That Tom
Paine fhould {eize with avidity and with an

activity
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ativity, unfortunately in him: combined with
a moft malignant difpofition, every channel of
invective, and abufe and injury againft the
Britith Government, we cannot wonder at.—
But that he fhould add to the black cata
logue of his crimes, that of deep ingratitude,
by aiming to ftab the fame, to murder the
character of the Man that cherifhed his poli-
tical infancy and brought him forward into
public life, proves that the afflumed garb of
rmodern Philofophy is but a fafer covering
for the dagger of the affaffin. An enemy of
Britain by principles of rebellion, by habits
of abufe, by circumftances of political eleva-
tion and private intereft, we have feen him
diret the whole force of his impofing talents
the {pecious trick of {mooth phrafeology, the
cant of popular prejudices to difcolour, to tra-
duce, the eftablifhed forms of Government
and to overthrow the couftitution of thofe
kingdoms.—But in his laft performance, he
far out-does his ufual outdoings—he outftrips
depravity—and high o’er-leaping over-lcaps
all bounds,—faithful to his avowed principles

of Anarchy and commotion, he boldly f{oars
to
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to the laft and greateft of crimes, ingratitude,
and arraigns the illuftrious Waithington for
his perfevering and virtuous attachment to
the order, the profperity of the American
States.

In the phrenzy of Gallic zeal, he forgets
that he fell a victim in his turn to the fury of
faction ; and that in defpite of his labours
for a feries of years inthe caufe of revolu-
tionary Goverament, he was configned to
a dungeon; and eventually refcued from the
guillotine, which carried off his fellow actors
on the great revolutionary theatre, after flrut-
ting their hour on the bloody ftage, only by
the generous interference of thofe peaceful and -
humane Americans, whom he now loads
with reproach and obloquy, becaufe they
will not facrifice individual virtue, and ra=
tional wifdom taq the infolent dictation of

TFrench partizans, and domeftic anarchifts.
One would have thought that the fitua-

tion of diftrefs and fuffering, into which
Paine was hurried, among the other revclu-
tionary heroes of his day, and his narrow ef-
cape from the gripe of the guillotine, fhould

have
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have checked the cacoetbos fecribendi, and awed
him from meddling further in political af-
fairs. But it feems that confinement tended
only to {harpen the edge of calumny, and to
point more keenly the thafts of {lander againit
all that men are taught to refpett 1 {fociety—
Morality and Religion. The moment of
his deliverance from prifon, was like the
opening of Pandora’s box, marked by the
ifluing forth of a more peftilential vapour
than what he had before fent into the world.
Religion, that great cement and bond of
public order—the gracious harbinger of peace
and happinefs to mankind, became the ob-
ject of ‘his fcurrility and ridicule. Maxims,
arrayed in all the falfe colourings and tinfel
glare of f{ubtle attraCtion, were propagated
and diligently {pread abroad to catch the
prejudices of the unthinking and ignorant,
as well as to gratify the conceits and vanity
of the diffolute and profane.

Happily in this bloated publication his
views have failed ;—his itch of fcribbling,
his mania of innovation, outran difcretion ;
and the moft zealous advocates after reforin,

the
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the moft furious zealots for his Rights of

Man, were forely chagrined, vexed, dif-
gufted, and irritated, that he thould fo {foon

difcover the latitude of their intentrons, and
expofe a fyftem menacing with abfolute de-
firuction, the true bafis of liberty and good
government.— They confefled that Mr, Paine
miftook the Britith chara&ter, when he uther-
ed in, with all the pomp of laboured talent
and detailed {ubtlety, thofe Atheiftical tenets
which make the Chriftian revolt from the
book and from the man, with honeft indig-
nation :—"The political reformers, who look-
ed upon him before as their fureft champion,
felt how much the public opinion would in-
ftantly turn againft the author of thofe atro-
cious fyftems which fill the humane and
Chriftian heart with terror and difmay. |
Every man attached to the Chriftian dif-
penfation faw clearly that there was fome
latent defign, fome fecret purpofe, fome foul
intention of public mifchief, in an open at-
tack upon Religion ; becaufe every thinking
man is fully convinced that an attempt to
overthrow religious principles, evinces a dii-

pefition
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pofition hoftile to all reftraints of law and fo-
cial order, and inimical to that falutary doc-
trine, which inculcates peace on earth, and
good-will among men.

Mr. Paine, in the full career of wvanity,
and elated by the {fupport his former often-
tatious productions had met with, from the
agitators of fedition, proudly imagined that
public opinion would be always at his com-
mand ;—that a people deluded for a while

by the fophiftry, the {pecious embellifhments
of fantaftic novelty, and prepared by the in-

trigue of itinerant declaimers and active par-
tizans, would embrace, with ardour, any
fyftem promulgated by him, however incon-
fiftent or difeafed. He flattered him{felf that
the momentary celebrity of the Rights of
Man, would eftablifh- his Age of Reafon;
and the name of Tom Paine triumph over
the mild doCtrines of the Chriftian difpen~

fation.

In his firenuous efforts to promote irre.-
ligicn and immorality, and to inculcate a
contempt of the mecit facred obligations, he
takes care to call up the prejudices of the

vulgar,
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vulgar, by levelling the artillery of his flan- ]
der againft the Clergy : Judging with acute
cunning, that to relax and undermine the
obfervances and ties of religion, the beft me-
thod is to begin by leflening that awe and
refpett, which we ought to entertain for a
body of men, who are particularly appointed
to infiru& us in the ways of true piety and
virtue, and who, in géneral, defzrve from us
the utmoft regard.

It is to be lamented that men often pervert
talents to the worft of purpofes—
Ingenis male 1fi—
et facund: malo publico.

Livy.

They labour to darken ard corrupt the minds
of others, with unremitting earneftnefs ; they
{educe the multitude to their views by flat=-
tering their paflions—by drefling up falfe-
hood in the colours of truth, and vice in the
garb of virtue. The wife and good may look
with contempt and indignation on the endea-
vours of {fuch men; but, unhappily, they are

too apt to gain credit and eftimation with the

greater number.

. Happily
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Happily for mankind, the Age of Reafon

became the antidote to the poifon of the
Rights of Man, Paine’s moft zealous advo-
cates were covered with fthame and mortifi-
cation at the total difregard of religious cha-
racter and public opinion, in their favourite
hero of liberty.—The democratic {cribes
were obliged to abandon his defence for the
time, and even to confefs the foily, the
wickednefs of his attack upon religion -
‘While on the other hand, all men of {obe
reflexion faw in that publication the extreme
licentioufnefs ever attendant on the extreme
freedom of the prefs; where opinions are
hazarded, and doctrines introduced, fubver-
five of all thofe relative duties, which unite
Men in Socilety.

It is a maxim, founded on truth, that Re-
ligion is the firmeft foundation of honour
and true happinefs in every ftate ; and the
moft permanent pillar and ftrongeft fupport
in every form of Government. A curfory
view of the annals of former ages will fuf-
ficiently convince us, that every State and

Kingdom flourithed or decayed, were happy
C or
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or convulfed, in proportion as they were
more or lefs religious. The reafon is plain.

Individuals will certainly be punifhed or re-
warded in another life according to their
actions here—~but public communities and
{ftates, as fuch, can only be rewarded or pu-
nithed in this world ; and, therefore, national
wickednefs muft ever expect public and na-
tional punifhment.

This thould be a leflon to all who are
placed in high f{tations, and fill the feat of
power, to exhibit the brightet examples of
truth and juftice, of honour and religion.
The examples of the great will induce more
to tread the paths of virtue than the inftruc-
tions of the moft eloquent preacher, or the
moft finifhed eflays of the fineft writer.

In our own moft gracious Sovereign, and
in his Royal Confort, we behold bright ex-
amples of moral excellence and virtuous life.
— We glory in a monarch whofe fole aim and
ftudy is to eftablith law and religion, in their
full and efiential force, againft a tide of in-
novation and danger to public happin'eﬁ.
And furely we may truly pronounce that for

fuch
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fuch gracious purpofes, ¢ the powers that be,
are ordained of God.”—When power and
virtue are thus united for the public good,
what can be more juft and beneficial ¢

The conduct, the {peeches, the letters of
General Wafhington, have ever manifefteda
ftrong fenfe of religion and virtue.—That
oreat Man has ever evinced his conviction of
this truth—viz.

We may paint the beauties of virtue and
religion in the moft alluring colours; but it
is example alone that muft prevail over the
multitude, and teach the ignorant and
theughtlefs, wifldom. We muft practically
adore our Creator, love our fellow-crea-
tures, and obey the dictates of confcience,
that faithful moenitor, placed by omnipotence
in the human breaft. We profefs Chrif-
tianity—becaufe in it we find every precept
neceflary to raife and elevate human nature
to perfection ; and, at the fame time, the
pleafing aflurance of an atonement and pro-
pitiation for the tranfgreffions and imperfec-
tions of the human race. The more this re-
ligion is examined, the more we are con-

C

.y vinced
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vinced of its divine original: Time, the un«
erring touchftone of truth, confirms its verity
and proclaims its power,

If there is any foundation in the above ob-
ferva tions.

And that there is all Nature fpeaks aloud—
How dreadful muft be the terrors of Tom
Paine, if confcience is ever awakened in {fuch
breafts? How fearful the reprefentation of
the wide and borrible wafte, which his guilty
mind would {pread among mankind-—as the
immediate confequence of his infernal Gallic
creed— Death 15 an eternal fleep.

While we reprobate and deteft the impi-
ous {yftems promulgated in the Age of Rea-
fon ; while we confign to merited contempt
its daring author, we muft not omit paying
the juft tribute of acknowledgment to the
abilities of a Prelate, who has fo well de-

ferved of mankind by his clear argumenta-
tive and highly impreflive refutation of the

impious doctrines of the maniac Paine. With -
great per{picuity, precifion, and an eminent
difplay of learning, the Right Reverend Di-

ving



( 13 )
vine improves the underftanding of the rea-
der, corre@s the aberrations of difordered
imagination, and in the mofl convincing
manner unfolds the facred truths of the Chrif-

tian Difpenfation. With an even flow of
{trong reafoning and good humour, he tem-

pers {everity of reprehenfion, by an animat--
ed ecarneftnefs to recal the Atheiflt from the
impiety of his ways; and leads the reader
{miling and pleafed over the rocks and fands
of irreligion, into the paths of knowledge,
virtue, law and government,

But to return to the immediate fubject of
his letter. Mr. Paine with the ufuel good in.
tention towards the Britifii Government and
Britith Adminiftration, recurs in many pages
to his old habits of abufe of our Conftitu-
tion—he vomits up his gall on that f{ubject
with drunken * eructation, and gives us

® It 1s a matter of falt, that for many months paft, Tom
Paine has totally given himf{elf up to habits of drunkenne(s and
blafphemy—Ilike all lawlefs and profigate fpirits, to blunt the
avenging ftings of remor{r, Lc has delivered himiclf over to
ftrong libations of pure cograc, ard is daily plunged in intoxi-
cation and f{tupor—Such is ever the end of the diflclute and

wicked f{coffers of God and kis hely lawe.
. large
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large dofes of his former libellous animad-
verfions on our happy combination of King
Lords, and Commons—While writing pro-
fefledly to General Wafhington, he allows

himfelf to be tranfported into a long {train
of invective, and re-aflferts with his ufual

vechemence of aggravating ftile, that every ~
thing i1s flavery which reftrains men 1n any
part of their freedom: But we fee, by too
near an inftance, what s to bz gained by this
doctrine—By an intemperate uncontroulable

luft of dominion, the French have depopu-

lated their own once fertile and happy Pro-
vinces, {pread devaftation ever the neigh-

bouring countries ; and their prefent attempts
aim to impart to our profperous country the
fraternizing law of defolation and maflacre.
Nor does the melancholy experience they
have had in attempting an invafion of Ire-
land, deter them from holding out fimilar
threats againft the thores of Britain, through-
out our whole line of coaft.

May I afk, what are the caufes that thus
give  the temptation to our furious Gallic
neighbours toattempt to deftroy us 2—Itis in

them
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then a vile jealoufy of our national profperity,
of our domeftic comforts, of our commercial
enterprize, of our conftitution, and of our
laws, Without a regulated fyftem of go-
vernment, men cannot enjoy what belongs to
each in particular; nor can a nation be {e-
cure or preferve itfelf in general. While
{fubjects live in a competent fhare of frec-

dom, it is furely unnatural to have public
harmony and {ymmetry of law interrupted by

means that were originally made ufe of to
attain it. In defpite of the maledictory com-
ments of itnaddened Paine, while our cities
are populous, thriving and .great, our com-
merce extenfive and flourifhing, our conftitu-
tion envied and admired, I am not athamed to
own my low-{pirited fraiity in preferring {fuch
a model of government as affords reafonabie
enjoyment to a free people, before that by
which empire is to be founded at home in
blood, and extended abroad by a profufion of
millions of lives.

Befides, however men may differ on vari-
ous political queftions, there is an argument
in this cafe which precludes any anfwer—it

18
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15 this—We could not fubfift under the de-

{potifm of one, or the tyranny of many.,—
As a great Writer oblerves,-——We are to

confider that we are a very little fpot in the

map of the world, and make a very great
figure only by trade, which 1s the creature

of liberty. Onec deftroyed, the other falls to
the ground by a natural confequence that will
not admit a difpute:

If we would be meafured folely by our

acres, we are a poor inconfiderable people :
we are exalted above our natural bounds by

our good government and excellent laws.

We fhould be no morea people, nor could

England longer keep its name, commerce
and wealth, from the moment that the revag-

lutionary movements of innovation and anar-
chy took place. The vital firength that
{upports us being withdrawn, we fhould be
no more than thz carcafe of a nation, with
no better fecurity than that of pillage and
murder : and {ubfifting upon no other terms
than the unbridled ferocity of fucceffive fac-
tions, alternately rioting in bloed. 1In the

judgement
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judgment therefore of moderate men, there
is fuch a fhort decifion to be made on this
fubje&, that in relation to thefe kingdoms,
and the fame will hold good of the American
States, any reform of Gallic complexion is as
dangerous a thing to be withed, as I hope it
will be impoflible to be attained—England 1s
the natural ally of America.

The Animofities of the American Revolu-
tion having long fince {ubfided, and melted
into a current of philanthropy, mutual
good will and commercial intercourfe; the
bonds of old attachment, [ will fay, ~of old
relationfhip, being happily renovated by the
late Commercial treaty, and cemented by
community of manners, of induftry, of lan-
guage, of good faith; It is no wonder that
the heart of envy is embittered, and the de-
mon of difcord conjured up by a foul factor
of Sedition whom no Country will acknow-
ledge, prote&, or cherifh.

The Rattlefnake compared with Tom
Paine, is an innocent Animal.~—~The Rat-
tlefnake will bafk in funfhine of its native
fields—{pread its voluminous body out at

D length
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length to the genial heat—and man, woman
and child may pafs uninjured by.~—It 1s only
when trodden upon or attacked by feythe,
fickle or ftick, that it i1s roufed to rage, to
coil up its variety of folds, to hifs horror, and
found its multitudinous rattles, and to pre-
pare for defence, in confequence of offence—
The bite is poifon, the poifon 1s death e
Follow up the comparifon,

Tom Paine 1s a peft in Society. —His firft
political efforts were directed againft the
country that gave him birth.—With more
acrimony of invective, with more eagernefs
of fiery zeal than the public men in America
approved, he attacked the Monarchy, the
Conftitution of England; and reviled the
prudent caution of thofe ftates, that wifthed
to open a channel of accommodation and re-
conciliation with Britain, before a formal and
final feparation was proclaimed. After the
declaration of Indcpendence, I forbear to
comment on his writings ;—he avowed him-
felf a renegado from Britith Government,
and boafted his Citizenfhip in America. But

why, after the peace; why, after a full ac-
knowledg-
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knowledgment of the Independence of Ame-
rica—after a commencement was made of
mutual confidence, harmony, and commerce,
why ftill cherith a latent poifon, an unfor-
giving enmity towards the country that gave
him birth f—Nay, more,~~why relinquifh
the adopted foil of liberty, and return to Eu-
rope to difturb the peace, the government of
a country he had abjured? Why fit down,

~1n fullen filent difaffeCtion, to fpread his pef-
tilential vapours throughout Britain ; and to
fap the foundation of alllaw, human and di-
vine? Why continue the deftru&tive tenour
of his evil ways, to point the dagger of ma-
levolence at the breaft of his former patron,
benefa&tor, and friend, and aim to wound the
unfullied, unruffled bofom ofa Wathington 2
After thefe fhort obfervations, look to the
rattle-fnake, look to Tom Paine—which is
the more dangerous, the more deftruttive
animal ?f—

Here I beg leave to call the reader’s at-
tention to a circumftance that tends ftrongly
to elucidate and explain this fettled, fubtle,
enthufiattic rancour in this man-{nake,

againft
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againft General Wathington, and the other
clevated characters of America, again{t whom
he largely deals out his frothy pages of abulfe.
*Tis a circumftance not known in Europe,
perhaps forgotten in America along with the
individual, but not the lefs true, nor, at this
time, lefs worthy of elucidation. 1 appeal
to the recolle&ion of the American Gentle-
men now in London ;—1 appeal to the peo~
ple of Philadelphia, and New York, who
particularly witnefled the tranfaction ;—I ap-
peal to Tom Paine himfelf; becaufe the re-
trofpect muft harrow up his {oul to a horrific
{enfe of his reftlefs, unceafing animofity, to
all that is Britith, to all that borders on mo-
deration, loyalty, humanity, and honour.
After the ratification of the treaty of In-
dependénce and peace with America; after the
evacuation of the American States by the
Britih troops, in the lapfe of a few months,
the memory of the paft difafters and calami-
ties of War began to foften down.==Men
of the firlt abilities, both in the American
field and in the American cabinet, foon de-
{cried the crooked policy, the haughty intent

of
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of France, by a magifterial boaft of the..
aid and confequence, to bow down the Ame-
rican {pirit to a fervile dependence on French
councils and French friendthip, by fettering
the intercourfe with Great Britain.—I‘or this
purpofe, Frcnch adventurers poured in on
all quarters :—Tom Paine was employed by
French agents to brandith his goofe-quill,
in order to cherifh the memory of paft {cenes
of battle and devaftation, and to plant an in-
curable hatred between the two countries.—
With his ufual alacrity in the caufe of dif-
cord and difunion, this dark conipirator
againft the peace of mankind, began his vi-
rulent attacks in the public papers, under an
o/ld Roman name : obftinate and vain of his
pen, he began by loading with foul reproach
of dangerous defigns, thofe who had remain-
ed at their homes, and who were fuppofed to
be attached, during the war, to the Britith
caufe.—He f{ecretly fet forward the violent
partizans of the French faction in the great
cities, to mortify, by farcaftic {neers on every
occafion, thofe fuppofed Royalifts, and their
advocates, At length, he openly accufed

them
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them of intriguing to bring America back to
the yoke of Britain, and paving the way for
the introduc@ion of the whole of the Ameri-
can royalifts from Britain and other countries,
to invalidate and {fubvert the Revolution, the
labour of {fo many years, and of {fo arduous a
conteft :—Nay, fuch was the depravity of his
charaGer and writings, that he openly pro-
mulgated the dotrine, the neceflity of fur-
ther perfecution and. profcription ; and, in-
fifted, that all who had been aiding or af-
fifting to the Britith troops with money or
provifions, fhould be banithed, and their
property confifcated®*.  Such publications
were read, we may {uppofe, by the violent
and the vulgar, with avidity :—Dbut the wife
and the good looked to the terms of the
treaty of peace, to the laws of National good
-faith, and inviolate honour, more efpecially
effential in the infancy of an Independent
Empire.

* Paine’s vanity and feif-fufficiency as a Scribe, and his
bad heart as a Man, had keen long known to many, and fuf-
peted almolt by aill: But fill the mild forgiving temper of
the generous Wathington, was flow to believe the worlli~
Mow, indeed, he has the proofs manifelt before him.

But
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But where was the man to be found to
enter the lifts againft this popular writer ?
It required a prudent {kill to wield the pen
at fuch a crifis ;—To refcue, from reproach
-~ and prejudices, an induftrious body of men
who had remained quictly at their homes to
efcape the ftorm of - war,—to undertake the
caufe of injured innocence, it required the
moft delicate expreflion, the moft benevo-
lent exertion of Philanthi'opy.—That man
appeared ; and, under a Roman fignature,
with manly firmnefs, but in temperate lan-
guage and {found argument, controverted the
violent invectives of Mr. Paine, rebutted the
foul accufations of intrigue and danger from
Britifh loyalifts, or Britith intercourfe; and,
by pointing out the community of commer-
cial interefts, thewing the utility of an ex-
tenfive trade with Britifh merchants, whofe
folid capitals, good faith, and extenfive ma-
nufaGures, were the fureft earneft of future
and permanent profperity to young America,
he gradually fmoothed, and harmonized the
public mind, and levelled to the ground the
bafelefs fabric of prejudice and hatred, con-

jured
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jured up by the emiffaries of France-—with
Tom Paine at their head.

The obftinate and vain partizan cannot
bear the oppofition of good fenfe, found po-
licy, and fair reafoning,—The fclfith arro-
gance of the plebeian {cribe, was wounded
by the refpectability, the credit, the plain
undeviating arguments ofa writer, who fought
‘not a conteft with Tom Paine—-but with the
alacrity and zeal of an honeft man and a ftea-
dy politician, undertock the caufe of an in-
jured, traduced people : and pleaded the tri-
umph of America, in her difplay of modera-
tion, humanity and good faith,—The reader,
no doubt, anticipates the confequences—
The irritated Pazze launched out into oblique
hints and allufive perfonalities againft his an-
tagonif{t—Soured by the decay of credit to his
vehement, long winded petiods, his perfonal
allufions and a{perity daily increafed—Lofing
both in public eftimation and in private friend .-
{lip by the violence of his publications, and
depravity of foul, his Effays funk into a
gloomy ftrain of difappointment, cruelty
and vexation, which precluded reply—all his

labours
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labours to fow the feeds, to open the fources
of national antipathy at the very dawn of
American Independence, were fruftrated by
the generous energy and truly-patriotic {pirit
of 2 man, who has fince proved himielf well
{killed in the arcana of gcvernment, the
elements of finance, and the true channels
of commercial profperity.

It 1s needlefs to mention the name of this
great man—the pi¢ture 1 have drawn points
him out fufiiciently—He f{erved in the field
by the fide of Wathington—He has lent his
aflifting hand and counfcl to the virtuous
Prefident of the States from the eftablifhment
of the prefent enviable Conftitution : and his
labours to lead a young people by the paths
of rational freedom and regulated {yftems,
into the ways of tranquillity and wealth
will be recorded in America 1n after times
when the pernicious do&rines of Tom Paine
{hall fill the {oul with terror, and be execrat-
ed as the worft of monfters, for the purpofe
of general anarchiy and butchery among man-
kind,

The reader will naturally afk, what be-
came of this celebrated Champion of anarchy 2

| H Vi i]l
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I will anfwer by a queftion—~What brought
the demon of difcord back into Europe ? The
contempt he fell into, the total difregard and
abhorrence which he experienced among the
circles of the great and good in America,
manifefted his ftate of public degradation ;
the malevolence of his mind fuggeited the
application of his talents to the embroiling
the European continent; and the inaufpi-
cious winds wafted him, alas ! too fafely, to
our thores, to fharpen the dagger of rebel-
lion, and to try to plunge a nation of freemen
into a multitude of afiaffins. |

May I be here allowed a few words on

our relative condition ?
When we contemplate our real {ituation,

the fertility of our foil, the conftitution of
our government, and the many other blef-
fings peculiar to ourfelves, we have reafon to
thank Heaven that we were born in fo happy
a country. DBut, unhappily, the reftlefs
mind of man always wanders abroad, feeking
fome fanciful or diftant {cene of felicity,
while the happinefs in pofleflion is faintly
enjoyed, or loft in infenfibility, or difquie-
tude.

In
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In defpite of the high colourings, and falfe

impofing luftre of our modern reformers,
whofe declamatory pages are hurried through
the chymical laboratory of multitudinous
editions, to catch the gape and ftare of the
vulgar, when we {it down difpaf{ionately to
compare our condition with that of moft
other countries of Europe, the comparifon
ought to infpire us with gratitude to our
Rulers, with fortitude and refolute union to
meet the neceflary burdens, for the more firm
enjoyment of domeftic fecurity and family
comforts. In moft parts of France, and
throughout the countries they have invaded,
we fee numerous provinces groaning under
the weight of French tyranny and oppreffion ;
and, as an increafe of revolutionary wretch-
ednefs, we behold the Capital expofed to all
the calamities of latent confpiracies :—We
fee the inhabitants of the different great cities
plundered by alternate depredators, or flaugh-
tered with wanton cruelty. Surely to be
free from all the various fcenes of mifery,
which render great part of the Continent a
fpe@acle of woe and horror ;—to be fecure

E 2 from
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from the deplorable, melancholy, and affe&ing
ftate of fubjeCtion and pillage, which, at this
moment, overwhelm the rich provinces of
Italy,—muft make a desp imprefiion on our
minds, and roufe us to utmoft exertion, to

co-cperate by the free tznder of our lives and
fortunes, to avert fimlar dangers from our

thores« Why is 1t, then, that we flill find
among us individuals who, witnefling thofe
dreadful convulfions, and all the rage of civil
difcord and commotion abroad, feem, by
theirwritings and declamatory vehemence, in
and out of certain doors, to wifth, to invite,
and encourage an experiment of thofe terrors,
defolation, . and wretchednefs, the recital of
which is fhocking to humanity ¢ Why is it
that a luft of power, a felfith ambition, will
labour to inftigate, to inflame a giddy mul-.
titude ! Why 1s it that men of abilities, of
fortune, of rank, forgetting their quality,
forgetting the {ad tale of French maffacre and
bleodfhed, ever infeparable from actual trea-
{fon, aflume the vile form of {editious de-
claimers, and re-echo the doétrines of ine-

briated
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briated Paine, and his fanguinary Repub-
licani{m. “

Let me offer a word of advice to thofe

{plendid reformers, the mendacicus treachery
of whofe laboured writings is but too fuca

cefsful a bait to an unthinking and too cre-
dulous multitude. They know well that
the paflions of the human heart hold clofe
correfpondence with each other; and the
progrefs from one viclent affection to ano-
ther is often rapid and involuntary. If we
give way to habits of approbation—to ex-
prefiions of admiration of thofe {yftems of
profcription and murder, which follow Re-
volutionary Government, our applaufe will

operate gradually, fo forcibly on our minds,
that we imbibe the fame cruel and unrelent-

ing {entiments: while we are palliating the
profligate vices, the wicked intrigues, the
bloody plots of {ucceffive factions in France,
and urging fimilar horrors among ourfelves,
under the foft guife of Reform, we ate
hardsning our minds to the fame favage and
barbarous {y ftems ; and proving to the world
that for the accomplithment of private am-

biticn
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bition and power, we would hazard the pe.

rils of infurrection, rebellion, and their ac-
comitant horrors.

But, howecver obftinately a band of pre-
tended patriots may attempt to palliate the
motives of horrid affaffinations, and to per-
fuade the world that the perpetrators of {fuch
foul crimes were moved by juft principles of
liberty, to take thofe bloody methods of
avenging their wrongs :—However perverfe-
ly our p——y declaimers may endeavour,
under colour of reform, to juftify their un-
nataral predile€tion and propenfity for gallic
Revolution, I truft they never will be able
fo far to impofe upon the underftanding and
virtue of fenfible and refleting Britons.

The laft revolutionary writer, whofe edi-
tions have been 131:gc]y multiplied by magic
procefs, to dazzle’ the public eye, is the
grand fupporter 6f the chief of his party, and
contends, by a mockery of argument, as in-
- fulting to the good fenfe of Englithmen, as
it is injurious to truth and fa&, that Mr.
Fox alone can adminifter the Government
at this tune with effe&, Thatis, the doc-

trine



( 3t )

trine of faction f{upports itfelf now, as it has
always done, on the fuppofed incapacity of
the prefent Minifters, and their utter inca-
pability of conduéting the State affairs.—
This is the old cant, to introduce themf{elves
by vilifying and abuiing others with {yfte-
matic {currility ;— By applauding the energies
of the enemy, while tney fetter and clog
the operations and powers of our own Go-
vernment—thus widening the chafm of pub-
lic difficulty, inftead of haftening to lend a
friendly hand to fill it up and {imooth it over.
Surely if certain men have no method to
fupport a confequence, but by raifing a
cloud of doubt and embarrafling gloom over
the public mind, their procedure and aflo-
ciated affiliation muft appear folely dire&ted
to ferve the purpofes of a myftery or craft
againft the public welfare.

Whoever contemplates, with philanthro-
pic and Britith feelings thofe heats that
are every day increafing in the very bofom of
Society, from the enthufiaftic rancour that
fills the pages of the party~-writers, muft

(hudder at the confequences ; and muft plainly
{ce
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{ee that the moit terrible events are to be
averted only by introducing and diffufing the
{alutary do&trines of truth and law, in oppo-
fition to ingenious falfhood; and by oppofing
the practice of national virtue and the com-
munication of national happinefs, to loofe
and fanciful {y{tems of innovation.

The gentlemen reformers of our day have
thewn themfelves acceffary to raifing a {pirit
of turbulence. They have laboured to flat-
ter the paflfions of the people, and by doing
{0, have induced a ftrong fufpicion that they
are not averfe to that extreme reform, which
1s attainable only through the horrors of Re-
volution, I fear fome are going farther and
deeper; and regardle(s of any extremity, have
united to calumnite the conduct, and blaft
the fair fame, the honeft intentions of the
prefent Minifters, in order to appear the de-
fenders of the people, and tocaft themfelves
on the notice of the populace for their own
aggrandizement. If there are any of this de-
fcription, who practife oppofition to Britith
Conftitution, in favour of French Repub-
licanifm, I pray that fuch may obtain the

reward
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reward of their duplicity and evil doings from
the Juftice of their Country.

The prefent crifis is allowed to be alarming
—The enemy, as ferocicus and implacable,
as they are active and prodigal of blood,
threaten our fhores—What then thould be the
conduct of thofe few firm afiociates in Op-~
pofition ?—I will tell them in a few wards of
gratuitous counfel to the Author of ¢ The
Caufe and Confequences.””—Ceafe the cant
of Reform.—There is a neceflity at this time

for the talentsand exertions of all men.—Let
a {ufpenfion of oppofition fpring out of that
neceflity. Make that necceflity habitual
among all over whom you poflefs influence,
— Give this happy turn to your powers, roufe
the indolent virtues of all within your {phere
of perfuafion, by infpiring them with that
love of their country, which knows no party
or diverfity of {entiment when the ftate is in
danger.—-Make the high term—uNaANIMITY
agitate the minds, and intereft the hearts of
all men, to ftrive manfully together.—When
Minifters come forward with a ftatement of

their further wants for the public fervice, at
) F this
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this momentous crifis, aid their propofition
and plans by advice beft adapted to the oc-
cafion,—Haften to kindle an emulation of
this kind in every town throughout the King-
dom——proclaxm this honeft truth, that parfi-
mony in war is often productive of the moft
ferious n11fCh1efs——and that when an enemy
threatens our ihores, our properties, our fa<
milies, all that we hold dear,—the {cale of
expence fhould be ample and co-extenfive
with the neceflity of the time.—Such a
condu& will be truly political, popular and
liberal in its {pirit, and will not fail to en-
dear you to every man in the nation.

Encourage by your zeal and example the
military enthufiafm {pread abroad by the
-armed Yeomanry, and Volunteeraflociations.

The military ardour which fuch inftitutions
infpire has a double good effe&, by connect-

ing the public intereft with an honeft perfo-
nal ambition, and by fhewing the foe what
reception they may expe&t from an armed
-and united people.

You are too well verfed in law and poli-
tics, not to be fenfible of this truth, that he

who
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who endeavours not to ferve the State at an
eventful period ; whoapplies not his powers
and abilities to the immediate advantage and
glory of the nation, whoadlsnot in every in-
ftance, as if animated with the with to pre
ferve the Conftitution of the country, can
{carcely be {fuppofed to be a member of that
community, whofe interefts appear as it were
foreign to him.

The exertions of a great body of the peo-
ple, which is the ftamen of every State, will
be but flow and languid, while they can find
in the clamours of oppolition a fort of reafon
and excufe for their torpitude and difaffe&ion.

I have put before you a plain f{tatement,
not obfcured by myftery, or entangled by
terms of art—and I thall only add, that
while you boaft your knowledge of the
Rights of Man, you ought not to forget the

duties of the individual.
I fhall hope foon to witnefs that noble

promptitude of fpirit, that affeCtionate ala-
crity, that high policy of unanimity which
difdains niggardlinefs of purfe or of perfon,

when the State calls for both—I hope to wit-
F 2 nefs
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nefs that liberality of conduét, that manly
unifon of {fentiment, which the Salus Populz
imperioufly demands ; and which will efta-
blith the public fafety upon a rcck, againit
which the winds and waves of French threats
and French invafion fhall beat in vain.

Should my eager hopes of fuch an happy
confummation fail, I think all men muft be
convinced more and more of the ftrong truths
uttered by one of the greateft ien in our age
—that there 1s 2 malignant confpiracy in this
country. I will not point to the perfons moft
deeply, moft ferioufly implicated in it. But
it appears a confpiracy of talents generated
from the luft of power, cafting themfelves
on the vicious propenfities of the multitude;
a confpiracy, equally unprincipled and fan-
guinary, equally ferocious and cunning, as
any plot of the Roberfpierian faction in
France.

From this digreflion againft modern re-
formers and Gallic {fcholiafts, and having fet-
tled curforily the account with Mr, Paine,
for his attacks againft eftablithed Govern-

ments and Religion, I now proceed to exa-
mine
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mine the characer of that great and amiable
man, whofe former marks of friendihip
(while he appeared worthy of friendihip)
could not fuffice to melt the heart of this
tyger, or prevent him from drenching the
dagger of calumny in the admired character
of his benefaltor.

It is a lamentable refleCtion on human na«
ture, that fo much ingratitude and bafenefs
is to be found in man.—When the American
Fabius was cherifhing to his bofom and con-
- ferring marks of favour on this mifcreant,
he litttle thought he was warming the viper
to turn againit himfelf, and to emit his worft
poifon upon his protector.—He little thought
that the abilities which he encouraged in the
writer of Common Senfe, would be made
fubfervient to revolutionary ambition and
French intrigue again{t America.—He little
imagined that the pamphleteer Paine, a def-
perate adventurer, without friends or for.
tune, fhould rife to be the greateft monfter
of wickednefs that ever difgraced humanity :
—He dreamed not of giving his confidence
to a Journalit intriguer, an hypocritical

villain,
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villain, ready, under the baneful influence of
mad enthufiafm and new philofophy, to load
his patron with falthood and defamation :—
But as he had juft before abjured God, and
reviled the holy ordinances of religion, what
better return could be expeclted ?

It has ever been the wifh and the labour
of wife and good men, to lay up a ftock of
character and of reputible competence in
life_for the purpofe of the Poet—

Senes ut in otia tuta recedant.—
But Mr. Paine difdains the cormmon rules of
life, and has ruthed precipitately forward into
the extremes of turpitude and bafenefs.

What an awful leflon to men in fociety to
find that there are amongit them, thofe who,
rifing by fortuitous circumftances from low
fituations, only become more furious in
their purfuits, intractable and infatiable in
their ambition, and dark affaffins of the very
bofoms that gave them confequence ?

Hiftory records an individual who, to at-
tain the reputation of having atchieved the
moft {plendidly atrocious act of confummate
villiany, fet fire to the Temple of Diana, at

E phefus,
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Ephefus, and deftroyed that clef-d’zuvre of

human ingenuity :—One of the fineft monu-
ments of art, as well for its magnitude and
the loftinefs of its architecture, as the quan-
tity and excellence of the works of {culpture,
with which it was enriched by thofe emi-
nent artifts who gave life to marble, if we
may be allowed the expreffion :—So Tom
Paine, emulous of the renowned infamy of
the Ephefian incendiary, not only labours to
{pread the conflagration of anarchy and
atheifm over the world, and to overwhelm
the aftonithing fabric of Britith Conftitution
and American liberty, by the poifonous ef-
fluvia of his pernicious doctrines ; but, as if
fomething was ftill wanting to his public in
famy, he opens his battery of flandcr upon
the amiable Prefident of the United States.——
RQuo non preaflantior alter
pretate, <virtute et merttis.

- However enormous and deftructive the
publications, ruthing from the pen of Tom
Paine, one would imagine, that he wanted
to outdo himfelf in this atrocious Letter—It
would in fa& {feem that after many years la-

bours
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bours happily unfuccefsful againft Britain,
. he thought he fhould more eafily obtain the
palm, the apex of infamy, by means equally
thocking to honour and gratitude, as incon-
fiftent with truth and decency. What muft be
our opinion of the prefumption of an indivi-
dual, known only by his crimes, who arro-
gantly arraigns the man to whom Europe has
long fince conceded the merit of confum-
mate wifdom, the wreathe of military merit,
obtained by the exertion of abilities, and by
the nobleft inftances of prudential caution
and firmnefs. With petulant affe&ation of
military fkill and criticifm, this little Ingrare
dares to meafure the campaigns of the Ame-
rican war, and to controvert thofe brilliant
and diftinguifthed traits of heroifm, which
Britifh Generals of long experience, acknow-
ledged with a kind of terrific approbation,
and of which the great Frederic, who knew
how to appreciate military exploits, confefled
his furprize and admiration—If the old He-
ro of Pruffia exprefled fuch eftimation for
the Commmander, and glowed with love to

the man ;—If all Europe confefled the fupe-
riority
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riority of American enterprize and exertion,
amid a thoufand difficulties ;—If Wathington
eftablithed a character that can never die, or
be obfcured by the vapour of flander ;—If by
the moft compaflionate endearments and ten-
dernefs for his troops, in want of neceffary
cloathing, ftockings, and thoes, he was
able to reconcile them to their diftrefles, to
animate them in a virtuous perfeverance in the
caufe of their country : if his comprehenfive
mind was* able to defeat the beft concerted
plans of his adverfaries in the field: If his
wifdom, fertile in expedients, was capable
of forming the vaft proje&® of capturing a
whole army : If, by a varicty of {kilful ma-
neeuvres, and inviolable {ecrecy, he conceal-
‘ed the magnitude of the undertaking, till the
various combinations of artillery, of vefltls,
and provifions, were prepared to carry his
plan into execution, by the moft rupid and
unexpeGted movemesnts :(—If fuch military
oper:itions place a General in the moft dif-
tinguithed point of view, furely all men muft
admire the courage and conduct of the Ame--

- rican Commander 1n Chief.
G Wio,
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Who, that reads the valedictory addrefs of
General Wathington to the people of Ame-
rica, can doubt the probity and excellence
of the heart that diftated fuch humane and
benevolent fentiments. Every Briton that in
the war felt the courage of the hand that
wrote it 3 every man that heard of the at-
chievements of a Wathington, muft read,
with a generous concern and regret, the fare.

well addrefs of an illuftrious Chief Magif-
trate 3 who, after the labours of a difficult
and f{uccefsful war ; after the feverities of
long and dangerous campaigns, forfook the
bed of eafle and domeftic comfort, of whom
the Americans may, with exultation, pro-
nounce. in the words of Seneca—
Unis cun&ando, nobis reftituit rem,
to fecure to his country the happy pofieflion
and permanency of an eftablithed Govern-
ment, of Commerce, internal ha'rmony, and
federal union.—Thus great and glorious to
the end of his politicéll career, how much
muft the grateful citizens of America, how
much muft pofterity, admire his long labo-
rious f{ervices, and unfullied virtue ; and, to
crown
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crown all, the fteady attachment of his foul
to his country’s welfare, by his manly oppo-
fition to thofe factious demagogues, who
would rifk national happinefs for the accom-
plithment of their deftructive and flagitious
defigns in favour of gallic republicanifm,
This valedi®ory addrefs of the immaculate
Wathington, has made a ferious and lafting
imprefiion on the public mind in this coun-
try, as in America.~—In that honeft plain

production we difcover the abilities of the
confummate Statefman, the wifdom of the

juft Legiflator, the affectionate advice of the
parent anxious for the welfare of his children,
and concerned for the aberrations and indif-
cretions of a part of his family.—We difco-
ver the tender fympathy of a mind anxious
and eager at an eventful crifis, to perform
the utmoft pofiible fervice to his country. —
We admire that eminent difplay of political
knowledge, in which he offers, with energy
and freedom, his laft advice towards prc-
ferving that vigorous union and form of go-
vernment, under which the country had

profpered i wealth and commerce, the reins
G 2 of
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of which he was about to refign into otheg
hands,—He takes an ample furvey of the

relative fituation of America and Europe,
and delincates the beauties and defects of the

feveral component parts of the feveral go-
vernments.—He points out, with honeft zeal

and firmnefs, the thelves and rocks of dif-
union, on which thofe who have been at the
helm of a neighbouring Revolution have ran ;
and, with glowing pencil, paints the advan-
taces of a political and commercial connec-
tion with England, as the "palladium of
Peace, Liberty, and Profperity to America.
It i1s an agreeable entertainment and con=-
folation for the great and comprehenfive
mind of a Wafthington, to look to the work
of his hands.—He has raifed an infant eme-
pire; he has brought numerous and difcor-
dant colonial interefts into union and fecede-
ral harmony ;—he has ftood at the helm,
till their defence has been compleated againit
all the inclemencies and ftorms which agi-
tate the European continent ;—he has wit-
nefled the rapid progrefs of improvement,
and feen the empire great in agriculture,

flourifhing
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flourithing in commerce, and directed by the
well-regulated policy of peace with all the
world. It is furely a rich repaft for the
mind of the wife and good to contemplate
fuch a pi&ture—here we can furnith our
minds with true ideas of beauty and defor-
mity, when we fee one man thus greatly
contributing to the happinefs of the whole,
by a conduct formed on principles of wi{dom
and virtue, which never fail to render in-
dividuals, as well as comniunities, happy and
profperous. ..

‘And why is it that Mr. Paine erits his
bile in fuch quantity, and labours to afiail
the charadter and conduct of one of the wor-

thieft and beft of men ?
It is becaufe the great and revered Wafh-

ington withes to avert the pernicious and
peftilential influence of Gallic incendiaries
from the peaceful fhores of America,-—1It is
becaufe he has had difcernment to difcover
that felfithnefs and violence in the Councils
of France, which would eftablith its power on

the ruins, and at the expence of others ; that
would
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would facrifice the interefts of its neareft
allies to public plunder and devaftaticn.

It is becaufe he feces in the conduct of the
French leaders, an encouragement of anarchy
in other ftates, and a defire of revolutionizing
other Governments, as ambition and avarice
point the way.—It is becaufe, inftead of
Conftitutional harmony and union for the
public good, mutual hatred and mutual dif-
truft flill agitate their councils; fation is
plotting againft faction: and party-marks
and party names point the gdagger of the
affaffin nightly in the public ftreets.

It 1s becaufe the enlightened Statefman have
reprobated, in forcible terms, the multitude
of European ruffians and agitators, who have
fpread themfelves throughout the ftates, poi-
foning the public mind with foul calumnies,
and preaching the doctrines of commotion
and difcord,—

Away then vile Paine ! hide thy infamous
head in merited obicurity ! nor attempt again
to fully the virgin paper with thy corrupt
gall, ‘Thy writings {mell ftrongly of the

eructations
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eractations of drunkennefs; and like ftink-
pots, are folely remarkable for their peftife-
rous odours.

But it is reported the abufive letter to Gen.
Wathington is the work of dire neceflity, to
gain a pittance of favour from the Dire&ory,
even on the ground of hunger, and pecuniary
diftrefs : how low and degraded muft that

man’s feelings be, who would ftoop to {fuch
fervile adulation, and Judas-like, fell his

benefadtor for a few pieces of filver?
Quid non mortalia peltora cogis
Aur: facra fames!
The late {trange behaviour and threats of

the French, point out more clearly the true
principles and policy of that nation,—It is

plainly conformable to their general views,
of intermeddling in every government, and
engrofling an influence in every country ; and

as this cannot be done on principles of trade
or equity, they regard not the method, pro-.

vided they can {ucceed in their darling
{chemes. The infolence of the French En-
voy in America,—-his bufy, reftlefs, nay, fac-
tious interference, is not difowned, but de-

fended
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fended by the DireGory; inftead of calling
him back in difgrace to Europe, to fuffer
for his atrocious offence againft the laws of
America, and of nations, they countenance
his intrigues, and vindicate his arrogance,
againft all principles of political juftice and
plomatic faith.

Happily indeed thefe intriguing manceuvres
have given to the Americans no favourable
idea of their pretended friends: the French
have been long developing their true charac-
ter even in America,—but never before dared

to {peak in fo outrageous a manner with re-
gard to the Congrefs: and Tom Paine has

the daring to echo their vengeful animadver-
fions on the public Counfels of America,—
Ths bold cant of Paine, the common topic
of the Paris Coffee-houfe politicians is.daily
this—*¢ Did not France purchafe with the
blood of her fubjects the independence of
America, and the {ecurity fhe enjoys? Did
not IFrance {natch them from the trammels of
Britain, by comning to their aid, when they
were at the alternative of unconditional {ub-
miffion? Did not TFrance do all this for

Awmerica ¢
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America ?—I deny the premifes, France
fought not for America,—fhe fought in
America, and with the aid and provifions of
America, againft Great Britain, t(he lictle
regarded America,—the depreflfion of Eng-
land was the object.—She fought from Ame-
rica a monopoly of the moft advantageous
branches of her commerce, in order to de-
prive the Englifth of all intercourfe and fhare
in the trade of that great Continent.—She
fettered America with reftrictive claufes
refpecting a Navy, and prefcribed regulae
tions in the Weft-India trade, totally incon-
fiftent with friendfhip and prote&ion. She
now proceeds to criminate tbe public a¢t and
terms of a treaty made by two independent na-
tions, witha reciprocal relation to their great
commercial interefts, and encourages to in-
furrection the enthufiaftic rancour of a little
gallic faction in a few towns of the Contie
nent

Are thefe the tranfations of friendfhip ?
Are thefe the {uggeftions of found policy ?
I will only remark on this fubjeé, that the

" honour .of Great Britain and America, as

H powerful
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powerful independent States, is concerned in
procuring full and ample juftice for fuch hof- .
tile intrigues—otherwife America may ex-
pe&, the firft opportunity, to {ee the fequel
to the overthrow of the Netherlands, and to
the fubjugation of Holland.

Let France then confider what fhe has to
expect from fuch a friend as Paine? Let
Frenchmen judge whether fuch a man, in
cafe he could accomplifh the ruin of his na-
tive country, and an infurre(tion in America
would not extend his noxious views further,
and in order to confummate the charalter of
infamy, feek to continue and to multiply
thofe calamities into which France has been
plunged. for years paft.

But Providence, which hath lately {o emi-
- nently defeated the projects of this infidious
pamphleteer, and which has recently hum-
bled the pride of our open enemy, by defeat-
ing their boafted invafion, will fill manifeft
its goodnefs by throwing thame on the evil
doings of the arch-fiend Paine. We mutft
hope, that by its affiftance, England and
America, now combined in mutual relations

of
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of commerce and profperity, will defend
themfelves fuccefsfully againft the league
formed for their injury and ruin, by the in-
finuations and intrigues of French emiffaries.
All the efforts of a fuborned Paine, cannot
prevent the moft diftant pofterity from ac-
knowledging General Warthington to have
been the defender of the liberties of Ame-
sica againft the fecret agency of French
counfels and French gold. *

But while we offer the merited tribute of:
praife to the illuftrious Wafhington, let us
rejoice in making a juft application at home
—Let us {crioufly confider the duty we owe
to our beloved Monarch, who is the inftru-
ment in the hands of Providence to preferve
us from the horrors of licentioufnefs and re-

* It 15 faid that Mr. Paine has by fome foul means or oth.¢
got into his hands a ring belonging to the unfortunate Queen of
France, the motto is, £z Dien mon ejperance— After his libera.
tion from prifon, fome friend afked him if he had faved his
ring oh yes, here it is, he exclaimed—¢ Mais au Diable
Vefperance en Dieu The mifcreant was then pregnant with
thofe pages of impiety and profanation, t0 which he afterwards
zive a hideous birth.

H 2 volutionary
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volutionary equality. While irreligion and

pernicious doctrines are abroad, confcience,

gratitude, and even felf-love fhould prompt

us to fupport the dignity of the Crown, and

to co-operate by every means in our power

to maintain the caufe of pure religion and vir-

tue, of juft government and regulated liberty,

in oppofition to thofe fanciful fchemes, and

innovating fyftems, which ravage and defo-

late a once flourithing and civilized country.

To conclude—and happily the argument

is applicable to the Government of thofe

kingdoms, as to America—The merit of a -
wife and profperous Adminifiration muft cer=-
tainly redound to the honour of the perfonage,
who is placed at the head of affairs. The
divine prerogative of communicating happi-
nefs and glory to a great and numerous peoPIé,
of nourifhing them ¢ with a true and faitha
ful heart, and ruling them prudently with all
his powers,” muft furely fill the mind of the
chief magiftrate with confcious fatisfaétion,
becaufe the general utility is to the people ;
and, however, he may partake of their feli-
city, the difficulty, the difquietude, the con-
{tant
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{tant care lie upon the perfon, who admini-
fters the Government.

Every confiderate man muft be fenfible of
the weight of the reins of Government, and
every honeft man, far from oppofing, will
endeavour to {upport the hand that bears it,
To be acquainted with the connexionsand de-
pendencies of power ; to look to their force
and confequences ; to protect a nation from
foreign injury, and crufly domeftic didforder,
 to execute law, to exercife authority, and fe-

" cure obedience by an uniform and well tem-
pered; {fyftem of mercy and goodnefs, of juf-
tice and impartiality, of allegiance and pro-
tection, are matters of no ordinary {kill and
management. Solid principles of wifdom,
enlarged views, a difcerning {pirit, ftrength
“and prefence of mind, with conftant appli-
-cation and watchfulnefs, are required to keep
the fources pure, from which flow the be-
nefits of civil Government and Order.

It 1s the purpofe of providence, that the
Chief Magiftrate thould bear the weight of
Government, in order that the fubjelts may
ive eafy under it.—He avails himfelf of his

prero -
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prerdbgative to refift the machinations of tur-
bulent {pirits ; and exerts his powers to act
up to the glo;y and profpenty of the people,
that their fecurity, tranquility, and happi-
nefls, may be {ettled, ftrengthened, and efta-
blifhed, beyond the reach of difaffeion and
malice from within, and of invafion from
abroad.

In a2 word, when we look to the wifdom
of our prefent councils, to the vigour of our
preparations—with a force of well difeiplined
troops to guard our coafts, and «n additional
body of brave and loyal men training to
arms, to be ready, on an emergency, to go
out in defence of their property and families -
When we beheld Minifters employed in
giving {uch {ubftantial and permanent fecu-
rity to the country, as will put it out of the
power of the foe to injure us to any extent,
I humbly think that, inftead of yielding to
the gloom of difquietude or defpondency,
we ought to look up to our danger with life
and {pirit, and without any of thofe appre-
henfions, which pervade too many at this

time.

Qur
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Qur various operations, it muft be owned,
are attended with great, very great expences:
—"But which is the man that will not ac-
knowledge, ’tis better to make qQur utmolt
efforts, by money and men, to avert a
threatened danger, than to fink into a flate
of apathy, or pufillanimity at anarduous mo-

“ment, and endanger the public fafety by a
;_'cowardly parfimony and degenerate niggard-
- linefs.
.- Roufe then Sritons—re-afflume your wont-
ed {pirit—do not think it fo eafy a thing, to
'h'_‘_run upon our coafts, and make a defcent of
any magnitude on armed fhores. The abi-
~ lities, the wifdom, the vigilance of Minifters
- are direCted to the proper points of national
utility ;—and whatever may be the demands

-
la

i

-~ for the exigencies of the war, be aflured you

will eventually have a good account of your

- millions, by the defeat of the enemy’s mad
projects, andizby a final happy iffue to the
war.,



