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A

C A UTION, &ec

HE rational faculty, or mind of man, is
{fubje&t to be biafled ' by bodily wecaknefs,
appetites and paflions; hec ought thercfore
{irive to keep his reafon free of any bials
from them, as far as he is able; becaufe, in
fome cafes of bodily imperfetion, ficknefs,
or madnefs, his reafon has not power to
command, and therefore is not accountable :
but where thofe cafes are not, and it com-
pliecs with carnal appetites, contrary to its

A 2 conicience
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confiience of righte:}uﬁlefs, it then becomes
corrupt, accountable, and thence uneafy

confcience 3 but 1if unwilling to repent,
thmu‘gh its love of the body, 1t frames
=xcufes, and applies all its ingenuity azainit
the rciizion that rcbukes its behaviour, and
fits up a new one more complaifant to
bod:ly Jufts. The Heathen mytho‘o”’y, after
the flood, was a complicated corruption of
the patriarchat religion. This corru ptxoxg
beran at Babel, not only in the manncf
of fucrifice, but allo chiefly in the objeﬁg
they {acrificed to, which the increafe of

huraan vices 1 time exceedingly multiplied.

God, 1t 15 credible, having created many
worids, and rational beings 1n each, with
mdtent. that they fhould be inftrumental 1n
advancing their own happinels by virtue,

to
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to which a frec will, and feme temutation
*toi try their Vifo@, was neceflary ; which
free will implicated a poflibility of forfeiting
their happinefs.—Satan, and his affociates,
feil; and 'nian, we hcar, was created to
replace them.  Satan petitioned to have
Iiberty to try his rival, as, it {cems, he was
himfelf, and, as 1in Job 1. 12. obtained it,
which making an unfair ufe of, he caufed
the fall of man. Divine Wifdom, in his
government of the univerfe, could not
rationally forgive man, without an eqgui-
valent atonement, which human reafon
knows may be juitly applicable to criminal,
tHough denied by Mr. Paine, as well as to
mercantile affairs. His effence confifting of
a ‘Trinity, confefled by Trifmegiftus long be-
fore the chriftian zra, and concileable to rea-
fon by only confiderinz thé'naturc of a lighﬁd

candie,
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candle, In infinite mercy. agreed, that the
‘fé-cond_ perfon, becaufe man was treache-
roufly. deceived, thould take human nature
upon him, and in that npature fulfidl the
equivalent atonement, and give man, weak-
cned by his faﬂ, fufficient ability to wreftle
with his enemics, Satan and corrupt ap-

petites.

This wreflle became {ferious at Babel,
when Satan infligated Nimrod, the Titan
of the fable, to fet up the worfhip of the
fun and planets, till the confufion of fpeech,
for the affiftance of the righteous, defeated

Sé_.tan. Yet indefatigable Satan fo wrought
with human corrupt appetites, that God,
~to give fome check, in defence of the righ-
teous, to their viclous progrefs, overthrew
Sodom, and fmartly puntthed Egypt, and

2ave
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gave Moles the knowledge of literal writing
‘to make a book of his laws, to prevent the
farther growth of - biafled reafoning; which
laws were till then only conveyed by oral
- tradition or hieroglyphics, both liable to be
mifreprefented, ‘This book, though the firft
ever x:nrritten, and fully authenticated, God
hath preferved againit all thé efforts of Satan

to deflroy 1t by Manafleh or Roman Em-
perors. That 1t was divinely infpired is
clear from itfelf, as Ariflotle confeffed, when
he/ read it, that it was worthy of a god.
Such of the early and the later prophets
as -are allowed by the Jews to Be infpired,
though' the moit fe;erely reprimanded In
them, and the Pfalms, and Daniel, and the
whole New Teftament, are worthy of equal
credit, being alike rational, and containing
no contradiiions, though written in dif’

ferent.
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ferent ages of the world, and by men: of
different conditions in life, from the prince

to the pooreft,

It is moft rational to believe that God
| granted the power of miracles to the firft
preachers of his gofpel, and as he intended
to introduce Mahls Redeemer to the world
meck and in low circumftances, to infpire
prophets to foretell {o, that men may know
him from his doarine, r{liracles, and ex-
emplary condu&t in thofé(low circamitances,
which God fo ordained, that future gene-
rations may have no handle to fay, had he
come in pomp and glory, that it was human
power, not the finger of God, eftablifthed
his do&rine. To the fame purpdfe the
prophefies were myfterioufly difated, that
they may come to puls in the fceming

natural
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-natural courfe of things, to {uve a miracle
to fulfil them, if thwarted, as they would
if clearly known, by the contrivaiices of
Satan, or of the Wicked under his 1ndu-
ence. ‘Therefore the readers need no great
caution againft Mr. Faine’s blafphemous ftuff
in thefe articles, as they may fee, fince he
believes not Mofes and the prophets, neither
would he believe though one rofe {from the
dead. Strange that this champion of reafon

won't believe what is moit rational !

This man thinking his writings might
rife into repute, by aping Voltaire's, and
be anfwered, raifed fuch a fog (hike the
animal that emits a fog to evade its pur-
{uers) in a multitude of words, as he thdught
would puzzle to anfwer. If he could prove

his affociates are better moral men than

{incere
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fincere chrifiians, he would have fome ex-
cufe for his infidelity ; but unhappily an
immoral life is the chief fource of infide-
lity. When the mind complies with car-
nal appetites, that the rules of botﬁ the
in{pired old, Mofes, Pfalms, and 22 prophets,
and the new telltament, command to go-
vern and reftramh their excefles, he bends
all his ingenuity againft thefe holy books,
and charges upon them the errors of {fome
of the churches. He picks at the unin-
fpired which are unhappily mixed with
the inipired, then levels at all as a com-
polition of prieft-craft, that, by laying them’
afide, he may introduce his gloffing {o-
philms, that human reafon 1s a {ufficient
guide, &c. and then twifting their infiruc-
tive truths into ridicule, as the libertine

Athenians did the inflru&ive orations of

co:crates,



( 11 )

Socfa‘tcs, ooes. blindly- on in. darknefs and .
‘the {hadow of death, till when 1t approach-
es (like Voltaire?+ who 1t 1s f{aid, when dan-
geroufly fick, ufed to fend for. all the priefts |
near ’ him, to pray for him) it {iares him
in the face, and affrights him with the dread-
ful vortex before him.
®

He owns that he believes in a God infi-
nifely powerful, juft, wife, and good, Cre-
ator of the worlds, and of rational beings
10 them; he muft therefore allow him to
be a moft rational God. He cannot ceny
that there éxiﬁ virtue and vice; that vice
muft be difpleafing to God, and therefore
he cannot deny that it 1s reafonable to pu-
nifh vice, yet he fees it profper in this life,
thercfore it is rational to think God hath

appointed another life for that punithment.
It

E
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It 1s rational, when the vicious were not
reftrained by the natural law that God im-
’ planted 1n them, to oive them a book of
laws, to preclude all excufe for their vices,
and to record therein his fevere punifhments
of Vi;_‘e, to deter mankind from it, and his
affording miracles to 'draw finners to re-
pentance, (1 Kings 18. 38.) and encourage
the righteous, arc both reafonable and gra-
cious. So Mr. Paine’s charges of cruelty,
and his \vitficifms on Sampfon, Jonah, and
our Saviour’s paffion, &c. are both daring
and wicked. Is it not both reafonable and
inftru@ive, that God, to .rebuke the Phi-
litines, who had f{uch confidence in the

ftrength of their giants, gave fuch ftrength

in the weak hair of one man’s head,ﬁ as
furpaffed all their ftrength. It is a pity
onc of fo fluent a genius thould abufe it

to
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to impious purpofes, ‘The holy fcri pture-
no where records Satan omniprefent, yet he
to forward his vein of ridicule, fays we
make him fo. He fo clearly fhews his ig-
norance of the wifdom of God in the {cheme
of human redemption, though it contain
fome things, to the Jews a ftumbling block
(r Cor. 1. 23. 24.) and to the Greeks fool-
fthnefs, which yet are to fincere chriftians,
the power and wifdom of Gad, that his ridi-
culing blafphemy would be as difgraceful to
anfwer by a fober rational being, as if he

anfwered the reveries of a man deranged in

his mind.

He clips the text in the {fecond command-
ment, leaving out ¢ of them that hate me”
—15 not it merciful to wait three or four

sencrations for their repentance ! See Ezek.

18th,
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18th. chap.—he denies the Hebrew language
having even a name for poetry, when no
tongue has niore names, to wit, Ode for
fmooth flowing fong, Rannan for rapid he-
roic, keen for mourning {ong, Syr for exhi-
larating' {ong, Zamar, for a fong of regu-
lated {yllables, &c. but by his denial he
thought he may fay, a prophet was only
a fonglter, Balaam and Caiaphas were no
‘more good men than Saul, yet they pro-
phefied. Does not it thew the infinite pow-
er of God, to make the wicked prophe-

{y ¢

To conclude—What fort of communities
‘would we have, if every man's private
reafon were to be his judze? Rohin Hood
may rob the bifhop, and eVery rich man
without remorfe; he fhewed a genius in

COII111io0
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common .fenfe. But heré he kicks againft
the pricks, and fports with his life (Spec,.
IN© ) fulfilling the feripture (Luke ¢. 243
he that will fave his life fhall lofe it, for
it is credible he wrote this in Jail, under
apprehenfions from the then bloody infidel
rulers 1n the convention, to appeale their
wrath, with incurring his only Saviour’s,
who, 1t is rational to think, will call pec-
tators from many f{yftems of the univerfe,
to view at the great day of judgment the
final iffue of his wifdom, in the redemp-
tion of mankind, by the glorious hoft of
worthies raifedhthcreby from all the nations
of this world, and his juftice on the wicked
(who trampled on his love) except they
timely repent, to efcape the general con-
flagration, that will then come to pals, a

juft judgment upon them; then will they
wiih
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wifh they _had reverenced and obeyed the
- holy Scriptures, which have thefe 3 goolyiea:s
* paft been honoured by the righteous, and
will whilft this world holds.

Page 38, Baltimore Edition—from the fluc-
tuation of the fenfe of words of languages

in comunon ufe, the hebrew and greek were
permitted to be difufed to preferve their
. meaning at the time the Tholy Scriptures

. were written, therefore fhould be now ftu-

died.

Page g4—It "is irrational to think the
apofiles would bear diftrefles, perfecutions,

“and death, to propagate a fraud.





